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ADDRESS, 

EXPLAKATOBT  AND  OOMPLIMENTABT. 


This  work  is^  in  some  sense^  the  first  of  the  kind.  It 
attempts  to  combine  matters  of  interest  to  the  general 
reader  with  statistics — the  History  and  the  (Gazetteer.  To 
my  own  mind  it  has  often  occurred  as  remarkable  that 
Gktzetteers^  filled  with  descriptions  of  mountains  and  vales, 
of  animals,  of  agriculture  and  manu&ctures,  should  be  so 
generally  demanded,  and  that  books  presenting  the  purely 
religious  aspects  of  different  towns  should  not  also  have 
been  furnished.  It  is  the  object  of  this  book  to  meet  this 
want.  And  it  is  believed  that  the  thrilling  accounts  of 
revival  scenes  that  will  be  found  here,  will  give  the  book  a 
lasting  place  in  every  family  where  it  once  enters. 

On  presenting  the  plan  to  the  General  Association  at 
Derry  in  1854,  they  unanimously  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution : — 

'^  Besolved,  That  this  Association  approve  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  prepare  a  Historical  Manual  of  ihe  Congregational 
and  Presbyterian  churches  of  New  Hampshire,  and  that  it 
be  recommended  to  the  ministers  and  churches  to  second  the 
undertaking  so  fistr  as  practicable." 

Although  my  labor  in  the  preparation  of  this  work  has 
been  arduous,  I  have  no  wish  to  withhold  due  acknowledg- 
ments of  aid  fix)m  others.  A  response  to  the  call  for  coope- 
ration has  been  given  &r  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expect- 
ations. And  in  sending  forth  and  receiving  more  than 
eight  hundred  letters  and  circulars,  it  is  pleasant  to  remem- 
ber that  no  words  but  such  as  love  fraternal  would  dictate, 
are  in  the  correspondence.  For  this  forbearance  and  uni- 
fonn  cordial  greeting  among  my  brethren,  I  now  record 
my  deep  sense  of  oblation. 
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It  has  Boemed  most  fitting,  although  a  deviation  fit>m  the 
oiiginal  plan,  to  prefix  the  name  of  the  minister  officiating, 
to  each  historj,  and  he  is  to  be  understood  as  furnishing  the 
main  &cts  in  the  sketch,  unlees  notioe  otherwise  is  given. 
But  I  have  abridged,  corrected,  or  enlarged  the  sketches 
with  all  the  fireedom  which  was  at  first  proposed.  Some  of 
the  histories  are  almost  untouched  by  my  hand ;  upon  some, 
much  labor  has  been  bestowed ;  some,  not  otherwise  cred- 
ited, are  my  own  gleanings  from  the  best  sources  of  infor- 
mation wiAin  my  reach.  Any  c(rmmendatCTy  words,  relat- 
ing to  present  incumbents  in  office,  may  safely  be  attributed 
t6  me  whether  the  name  of  the  minister  stand  at  the  begin- 
ategornot. 

The  difficulties  attending  the  preparation  of  this  book 
can  be  known  only  to  those  who  have  engaged  in  similar 
labors,  and  from  such  men  the  author  has  no  fear  that  severe 
blows  will  be  dealt  upon  his  head  for  the  inaccuracies  which 
will  doubtless  more  or  less  abundantly  be  found  in  these 
pages.  Others,  if  they  should  be  disposed  to  criticise  harsh" 
2y,  are  desired  to  deal  awhile  in  statistics,  and  they  will 
appreciate  the  remark  of  Farmer  and  Moore  in  reference  to 
fteir  Qazetteer— "To  escape  errors  is  impossible."  The 
Writers  of  the  sketches  being  at  a  distance  and  numerous,  I 
have  often  found  myself  at  a  loss  in  the  spelling  of  a  name, 
Hbft  accuracy  of  a  date,  or  in  refer^ioe  to  the  suppression  of 
a  remark  or  the  change  of  a  term  fo^  the  sake  of  euphony 
or  better  sense.  In  some  cases,  letters  have  been  written  to 
secure  accuracy  in  the  smallest  matters.  Statistical  Tables 
and  some  essays  on  particular  topics,  that  were  thought  of 
Ibr  the  book,  are  crowded  out  by  the  fullness  of  the  histories 
— a  very  happy  change,  all  wiU  admit. 

The  diief  sources  of  knowledge  which  have  been  referred 
to  by  myself  and  others  may  as  well  be  indicated  here,  and 
tbus  save  the  reader  the  embarrassment  of  notes  as  he  passes 
aJkmg,  These  »e — ^^The  New  Hampshire  Bepositoiy," 
jpHblished  a  few  years  at  Gihnanton,  in  which  are  Minutes 
af  ministers  and  diurches  in  seveml  counties ;  ^^  Belknap's 
History;''    "Powers'  History  of  Coos;"    "Fanner  and 
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Moqm'a  Qazettoor/'  and  "^BiatoiicBl  Colketrais,*''  fiislQi- 
rias  of  particnlar  i&mnaf  whete  they  exirt^  md  Intoiml 
cUsooQfses;  tow&  and  dunck  reeordi^  and  tlM  memotf  «f 
aged  bat  aoimd-isiiided  penons;  tkd  Misatoi  of  (^enani 
ABBodAtSxm,  and  tike  Bq)art8  of  tba  K  H.  Home  MuaioDaqp 
Sooietj.  The  'MiaAmtaj  iqpQrta  are  lepkte  wiidi  faialaBiedl 
mattes  for  the  UiBtoria»  <tf  a  later  day. 

E^peoml  acknowledgments  eae  dne  to  Bev.  Z.  8.  Barstoir, 
D.D.  of  Keene,  who  gent  m jAetcfaefir  of  twenty  ihree  towaa 
in  Cheriiire,  tuMler  his  own  hand,  seTeral  of  wiikh  ha^  beeft 
adopted  entire,  and  the  rest  have  aided  in  perfecting  4bB 
sketches  famished  by  others.  Bat  he  accompanied  his 
manascript  with  the  generoas  intimation  that,  for  his  labor 
he  asked  "neither  profit  nor  credit."  To  Eev.  John  M. 
Whiton,  D.D.,  Bev.  N.  Boaton,  D.D.,  Kev.  J.  French,  D.D., 
Bev.  a  Moore,  D.D.,  Bev.  J.  Bichards,  D.D.,  Bev.  B.  P. 
Stone,  D.D.,  B^v.  John  Woods,  Bev.  J.  G.  Davis,  Bev.  A. 
Tobey,  Bev.  E.  H.  Greely,  Bev.  I.  Willey,  Bev.  8.  C.  Bart- 
lett,  Hon.  M.  C.  McClare,  and  Mr.  Thos.  8cott  Pearson,  are 
many  thanks  presented  for  their  cooperation  in  various  ways. 
If  or  is  it  fit  here  to  forget  the  KberaHty  of  lie  Clarenwnt 
Mana&cturing  Co.  in  giving  me  maeh  mme  &v4)iable  tMBi^ 
in  this  uncommon,  clerical  adventure,  than  could  be  secured 
elsewhere,  or  the  kindness  of  the  printer  and  his  excellent 
lady,  in  reading  and  re-reading  these  pages  with  all  the 
interest  of  parties  concerned.  And  an  allusion  may  be 
pardoned  to  the  fiuthfdl  cooperation  of  "  the  pastor's  wife/' 
while  he  has  continued,  though,  as  she  thought,  at  the  peril 
of  life^  for  the  last  four  months  to  pursue  his  work,  night 
after  night,  week  in  and  out,  until  twelve,  two,  or  three 
o'clock.  But  "  One  there  is  above  all  others,"  to  whom 
acknowledgments  are  due.  The  work  was  greater  than 
could  be  estimated  beforehand ;  but  the  time  was  limited, 
and  it  must  be  done. 

The  reader  will  notice,  I  think,  a  happy  variety  in  these 
histories.  Some  are  full,  some  are  brief.  Even  the  action 
of  towns  in  procuring  the  establishment  of  the  gospel  ii 
greatly  varied.    The  ways  and  means  are  not  identical  in 
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any  two  instances.  And  the  veiy  repetition  of  the  general 
fiuxfe)  that,  in  most  towns  one  of  the  first  things  done  was  to 
seenre  the  teachings  of  the  ministry,  impresses  the  mind, 
tibat  here  is  the  secret  of  New  England's  moral  and  intellect 
tnal  power.  No  other  nation  was  ever  thus  planted,  and 
the  example  is  now  so  generally  followed  by  the  first  settlers 
in  our  new  territories  that  we  forget  where  the  example  was 
set,  and  that  this  New  England  element  is  as  leaven  spread- 
ing everywhere.  Two  or  three,  or  one  true  descendant  of 
such  sires  will  move  ahnost  any  new  community  to  build  a 
house  for  God. 

R.  F.  LAWRENCE. 
Claremont,  March  4th,  1856. 


ERRATA.  —  Ph«  13«  for  "  Wentworth"  read  fFmtknp,  Page  999,  for  «*  1718  »  read 
mo,  end  for  **  1735  "  read  1737.  Page  471,  near  the  top,  for  "  Smith"  read  Abnkam,^ 
Page  669,  for  "  Eaton  B.»  read  Bdm  B, 
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THE 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE  CHURCHES. 


FIRST  SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  STATE. 

In  1623,  Edward  HUton  and  William  Hilton,  from  London, 
accompanied  by  David  Thompson  of  Scotland,  made  the  first 
settlement  in  New  Hampshire.  For  eighteen  years  after- 
wards, during  which  several  Plantations  were  established, 
the  people  were  ruled  by  men  appointed  by  the  proprietors 
or  by  magistrates  of  their  own  appointment.  They  were 
xmited  to  Massachusetts  in  1641,  and  remained  so  till  they 
became  a  Province  in  1680.  They  were  again  connected 
with  Massachusetts  about  three  years  from  1689,  and  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  New  York  for  three  years  from  1699. — 
In  1702  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  came  once  more 
under  the  same  government.  This  contmued  imtil  1741  when 
they  were  finally  separated.  The  name,  New  Hampshire,  was 
given  by  John  Mason,  to  whom  a  portion  of  it  was  granted 
m  1622,  after  Hampshire,  in  England,  the  county  from  which 
he  came.  The  first  house  in  the  Stdte  was  erected  at  what 
was  called  Little  Harbor,  very  near  the  mouth  and  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Piscataqua  river,  although  Hilton  settled  at 
Dover.  The  settlements  did  not  progress  very  rapidly  for 
nearly  a  century. 

THE  PURITANS. 

There  is  a  marked  difierence  to  be  observed  between  the 
causes  which  moved  the  first  settlers  of  New-England,  es- 
pecially the  colonists  at  Plymouth,  and  those  which  usually 
ui^  men  to  seek  a  home  in  a  foreign  land.  Eeligious 
principle,  and  the  enjoyment  of  free  worship  and  thought, 
were  the  objects  in  view  with  the  Leyden  adventurers..  It 
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10  THK  PUBITANS. 

was  not  to  increase  their  worldly  comforts,  but  to  have  free 
communion  with  Qod  and  one  another,  that  they  rushed  into 
the  savage  wilds  of  the  western  world.  Lord  Brougham  of 
England  says,  *'The  greater  part  of  them  viewed  their  emi- 
gration as  taking  up  the  cross^  and  bounded  their  hopes  of 
wealth  by  the  gifts  of  the  Spint.  A  set  of  men  more  con- 
scientious in  their  doings,  or  single  i^  their  manners,  never 
founded  any  commonwealth."  Tney  were  maioly  from  the 
north  of  England,  where  they  were  organized  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  and  received  their  now  honored  name  as  a  term 
of  reproach.  Says  Neal  in  his  history,  "If  a  man  main- 
tain^ his  steady  adherence  to  the  doctrines  of  Calvin  and 
the  Synod  of  Dort;  ^  he  k^t  the  Sabbath^  and  frequented 
aermona;  if  he  maintained  family  religion^  and  wovld 
neither  swear  nor  he  drunk^  nor  comply  with  the  fashionable 
vices  of  the  timee^  he  was  called  a  puritan."  No  wonder 
they  wished  to  escape  to  the  wilderness,  to  "preserve  the 
morals  of  their  youth,  to  prevent  them  through  want  of 
employment  from  engaging  in  business  unfriendly  to  religion," 
as  well  as  to  escape  persecution,  euid  to  carry  the  gospel  to 
distant  parts. 

Few  emigrating  parties  manifest  their  spirit.  As  they 
were  about  to  depart,  they  kept  a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting 
and  prayer.  Bev.  John  Robinson  had  received  an  educa- 
tion at  one  of  the  universities  of  England,  and  was  esteemed 
while  residing  at  Leyden,  by  the  city  and  university,  as  "a 
man  of  uncommon  learning,  piety,  moderation  and  excellent 
aecomplishments."  He  was  their  pastor.  As  a  part  <^  tiiem 
only  could  go  at  this  time,  he  remained.  Wlm  they  were 
all  on  boara,  "  th^  reverend  pastor,  &lling  down  on  hit 
knees,  and  they  all  with  him,  he,  with  watery  cheeks,  com- 
mended them  with  most  fervent  prayers  unto  the  Lord  and 
his  blessing;  and  then  with  mutual  embraces  and  many 
tears,  they  took  leave  cme  of  another."  Here  was  religiouft' 
principle  and  love  of  "freedom  to  worship  God." 

Beproach  has  been  cast  upon  Congregationalism  because 
it  has  no  "orders"  in  the  ministry,  and  l^cause  it  makes  no 
attempt  to  trace  "the  succession"  back  in  a  visible  line  to 
the  Apostles.  But  to  this  it  is  a  sufficient  reply  to  say, 
that  the  system  of  church  oiganization  which  is  most  con- 
formed to  the  scripture  standard  is  the  most  desirable,  and 
least  deserving,  altnou^  not  least  certain,  of  contumely. — 
And  Ihe  opposition  whidi  is  raised  against  the  notion  of  the 
fority  of  ministers,  does  not  rest,  among  those  who  exhibit 
it^  so  much  upon  scripture  testnnony,  as  upon  the  praslioe 
fn  the  ohurdies  ofber  disorders  ci^t  in  aaiofig  them.    Ib 
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tKffipture  history^  we  find  no  asagOH^nt  of  men  to  Yariomi 
oiders  in  the  miniBtry,  after  the  days  of  the  ApoBtles.  A 
yariety  of  g^  there  were,  but  all  by  "one  Spirit,"  and 
imparted  unto  them  as  brethren,  not  as  superiors  one  above 
aaother.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that,  after -finding  the 
Oongregational  form  of  church  polity  in  the  scriptures,  and 
adoptii^  it  amid  all  the  grades  of  ecclesiastical  power,  as* 
somed  m  the  old  world,  a  polity  not  ftiUy  brou^t  out  even 
by  Luther  and  Calviji  themselyes,  the  Pilgrims  should  •  ateo 
adopt  the  ftmdamental  principles  of  this  system,  I  mean 
the  principle  that,  "  the  majority  should  govemj"^  before  they 
left  the  May-fflower ;  and  that,  introduced  into  their  civil 
and  ecclesiastic^  governments,  it  should  now  be  found  sway- 
ing a  nation  whose  territory  is  "  firom  sea  to  sea,"  and  whose 
power  in  moulding  the  thoughts  of  the  world,  is  second  to 
fione.  It  is  remarkable,  to  see  all  other  systems  which  in 
form  seem  to  conflict  with  this,  laboring  to  convince  tl^ 
people,  that  they  approve  the  spirit  of  the  sentiment  uttered 
ty  the  Lord  Jesus,  "oH  ye  are  brethren*'  But  the  sinmlic- 
i^  of  the  forms  of  worship,  and  of  the  chu^rqh  polity  of  the 
New  Testament,  cannot  but  occur  to  the  careftil  refuier. — 
The  following  description  of  the  early  churches,  is  from 
Bunsen's  work  on  the  Primitive  Church.  He  is  a  Prussian, 
late  ambassador  to  EndUmd,  a  man  of  rare  attainments  and 
leseardbu  He  says,  "Every  town  congregation  of  anci€a[i)t 
Christianity,  the  constitutions  of  which  we  nave  to  delineate, 
was  a  ChurdL  The  Constitution  of  tibat  Church  was  a  Con- 
gregational Constitution.  In  @t.  Paul's  Epistles,  in  \k% 
writings  of  Clemens  Bomanus^  of  Ignatius,  and  of  Pdycarp. 
ibe  oongre^tion  is  the  highest  oi^an  of  the  sjarit  as  weU 
as  power  of  the  Church.  It  is  the  Dody  of  Chnst,  the  em-r 
bodiment  of  the  person  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  in  the  Society 
which  wafi  founded  by  him,  and  through  faith  in  him.  Th& 
eongregation  wasgovemed  and  direetedT)y  a  Council  of  Elders, 
which  Congregational  Council  at  a  later  period,  was  presided 
over  in  most  diurches,  by  a  governing  Overseer,  the  Bishop. 
But  the  ultima^te  decision,  in  imnortant  emergencies,  rested 
with  the  whole  congregation.  The  Bishq)  and  Elders  were 
superintending  members, — its  guides  but  not  its  maaters." 
The  people  believed  Christ  was  presait  with  them  as  their 
King,  and  with  his  word  in  their  hands  they  called  no  m€m 
vnuster.  Each  private  Christian  recieived  Ins  sj^ritu^  g^to 
4ir€ally  itfrnt  Christ,  and  the  ministry  eoidd  reeeive  its  g^ 
from  no  other  source  ;  and  so  Chxist  was  all  and  in  all,  wd 
ihd  body  of  believers  in  eadi  community  sustained  the  re- 
iq^nsttality  of  recognizing  these  gifia  by  their  fellowahip  in 
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the  functions  of  the  Church-state.  The  private  Christian  and 
the  minister  alike  received  his  anointing  directly  from  Christ, 
and  not  througlx  baptism  or  ordaining  hands, — the  baptism 
recognized  faitn  in  the  subject  or  his  parent,  and  ordination 
recognized  openly  the  call  of  the  Spirit j  of  which  call  the 
presbytery  had  gained  satismctory  proof  And  the  congre- 
gation of  believers  in  Christ,  conveniently  meeting  in  one 
place,  and  taking  his  word  as  their  guide  and  their  Consti- 
tution, was  the  Church  in  that  locality. 

ORIGINAL  IMMIGRATION. 

A  nation  or  State  receives  its  characteristics  from  its 
founders.  Of  this  State  it  may  be  proper  to  say,  there  was 
at  least  three  great  elements  in  the  original  population, 
coming  in  at  different  periods  of  time.  At  a  very  early 
period  came  the  colony,  as  we  have  seen,  at  the  eastern  ex- 
tremity. The  colonists  were  sent  out  by  rich  speculators 
from  England.  The  lawless  in  the  rlymouth  Colony 
also  found  a  home  here,  because  no  efficient  government 
existed.  Great  irregularities  prevailed,  until  the  people  were 
compelled  to  seek  the  benefits  of  good  government  by  union 
with  Massachusetts  in  1641.  It  is  related  that  on  one  occa- 
sion, while  a  venerable  minister  of  Boston  was  addressing 
the  people  at  Dover,  and  reproving  them  for  departing  from 
the  good  habits  of  the  Puritans,  an  intelligent  citizen  arose 
and  corrected  his  mistake,  saying,  "  We  are  a  different  race 
from  them,  never  having  had  any  connection  with  them. — 
Instead  of  coming  here  for  religious  purposes,  the  object  of 
our  ancestors  was  to  lumber  and  fish  and  trade.  And  in- 
stead of  departing  fromf  their  good  examples,  we  think  we 
have  rather  improved  upon  them."  Whether  this  was  an 
actual  occurrence  or  not,  it  exhibits  the  ends  aimed  at  by  the 
Piscataqua  Colony.  The  results  may  be  anticipated.  In 
most  of  the  towns  in  the  eastern  part  of  Rockingham  and 
Strafford  counties,  the  institutions  of  religion  failed  -to  be 
early  established,  or  have  been  feebly  sustained.  Out  of 
twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  towns  in  this  section  of  the 
State,  there  were  not  found,  at  the  end  of  two  centuries, 
more  than  five  towns  affording  an  adequate  sui)port  for  the 

{)reached  gospel.  While  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Straf- 
brd,  of  the  35  or  36  towns  then  included  within  its  limits, 
but  three  towns  were  found  in  the  year  1826,  iumishing  an 
adequate  support  to  the  christian  ministry,  independent  of 
missionary  aid.  Two  of  these  towns  were  out  of  the  region 
of  the  Piscataqua  influence.    About  twelve  of  the  churches 
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mrlj  established  in  this  reffion  have  become  extinct.  The 
state  of  thin^  above  alludea  to,  led  to  the  formation  of  the 
'  Piscataqua  Missionaiy  Society  in  the  early  part  of  the^pres- 
ent  century,  an  institution  which  has  been  of  great  service 
to  all  the  interests  of  reli^on  in  that  region.  It  is  proper 
to  remark,  that  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  a  century  later, 
the  influence  of  Whitefield  was  great  and  good,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  friends  of  truth,  in  sending  missionaries,  and 
the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  churches  that  were  planted 
there,  have  done  much  to  foster  true  piety  among  the  people. 
And  as  a  proof  also,  of  the  presence  of  some  good  people  in 
the  colony  of  the  Piscataqua,  a  nortion  of  a  letter  written  in 
1621  by  William  Hilton,  is  nere  inserted.  He  came  to 
Plymouth  first,  and  went  thence  to  his  brother  at  Dover. — 
The  letter  shows  him  to  have  been  a  "  lover  of  good  men," 
at  least:  — 

^^  Louing  Cousin,  at  our  arriuall  at  New-Plimoth  in  New 
England,  we  found  all  our  Friends  and  Planters  in  good 
Health,  though  they  were  left  sicke,  and  weake,  with  very 
small  meanes — the  Indians  round  about  us  peaceable  ana 
fnendly — the  Country  very  pleasant  and  temperate,  yeelding 
naturally  of  itself  great  store  of  Fruites  ;  as  Vines  of  diures 
sorts  in  great  abimdance :  there  is  likewise  Walnuts,  Ches- 
nuts.  Small  Nuts,  and  plums,  with  much  Variety  of  Flowers, 
Rootes,  and  Herbes,  no  lesse  pleasant  than  wholesome  and 
profitable.  Mines  we  find  to  our  thinking,  but  neither  the 
goodness  nor  Qualitie  we  know.  Better  Grain  cannot  be 
than  the  Indian  Come,  if  we  will  plant  it  vpon  as  good  ground 
as  a  man  need  desire. — Wee  are  all  Freeholders :  the  Rent- 
Day  doth  not  trouble  vs ;  and  all  those  good  Blessings  we 
haue,  of  which  and  what  we  list  in  their  Seasons^  for  taking. 
Our  Companie  are  for  most  Part  very  rcHgious  honest 
People :  The  Word  of  God  sincerely  taught  vs  every  Sab- 
bath ;  so  that  I  know  not  any  thing  a  contented  mind  can 
here  want.  I  desire  your  friendly  care  to  send  my  Wife  and 
Children  to  me  where  I  wish  all  the  Friends  I  have  in  Eng- 
land, and  so  I  rest.  Your  loving  Kinsman, 

WILLIAM  HILTON." 

Of  his  brother  Edward  it  may  be  recorded,  that  he  was  a 
confidential  friend  of  Gov.  Wentworth,  and  this  is  no  small 
commendation,  and  he  also  opposed  the  immoralities  that 
abounded  in  the  settlements,  tnrough  the  influence  of  bad 
men,  some  of  whom  even  professed  to  be  ministers  of  Christ. 

A  second  element  in  our  early  population  came  in  almoBt 
A  century  later.    In  1717  one  Robert  Temple  came  with  his 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


14  OBIGHtKTAL  nHlOEATIOK. 

fiimily,  and  the  next  year  Bereral  shipe^  in  which  he  had  as 
interest,  arrived  with  seyeral  hundred  emigrants  from  the 
north*  of  Ireland.  These  emigrants  came  into  Kennebec 
and  Falmouth, — ^now  Portland.  They  were  firm  Presbyte- 
rians. Many  of  them  were  descendants  of  a  colony  that 
came  to  Ireland  from  Argyleshire,  Scotland^  in  order  to 
escape  the  cruelties  of  Charles  I.  During  their  first  winter 
here  they  were  in  want.  They  were  iurmshed  one  hundred 
bushels  of  meal  by  the  General  Court  at  Boston.  In  1719 
many  of  them  came  to  Newburyport,  some  settled  in  Lon- 
donderry, and  gave  it  its  name,  and  many  went  to  Pennsjrl- 
Vania.  Those  who  remained  in  Maine  were  mostly  in  Lin- 
coln county,  where  their  influence  lives  to  this  day.  Thift 
county  has  been  cme  of  the  two  in  the  State,  that  pay  more 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  than  k 
expended  in  the  county.  The  men  who  settled  at  London- 
derry, and  who  were  followed  from,  time  to  time  by  others  of 
their  own  faith  and  character,  have  planted  and  fostered  the 
institutions  of  true  Christianity.  And  although  the  Presby- 
terian church  polity,  which  they  established,  may  have  been 
modified  or  changed  for  the  Congregational  form  in  manj 
instances,  the  stable  moral  principles  of  the  original  inhabi- 
tants will  lon^  abide,  and  good  order,  peace  and  the  salva- 
tion of  men,  will  be  their  fimt. 

The  third  element  in  the  early  influences  that  operated  m 
giving  character  to  our  State,  is.  found  in  the  population 
coming  mostly  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  during 
the  last  half  of  last  century.  The  population  in  these  earlier 
settled  parts  of  the.  country  was  increasing,  and,  early  in  the 
last  century,  was  inclined  to.  overleap  the  boundaries  of  civ- 
ilized life,  andmake  settlements  in  tne  wilderness.  But  this 
disposition  was  for  a  time  checked  by  the  fear  of  the  sav- 
ages, who  at  that  period  were  instigated  by  a  foreign  influ- 
ence, to  deeds  of  olood.  About  this  time  occurred  the 
"Great  Awakening"  which  pervaded  the  greater  part  of 
New  England,  and  which  seems,  to  have  been  designed,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  to  prepare  the  people  for  the  emigration 
which  was  soon  to  take  place.  From  tne  close  of  the  French 
war  in  1761,  when  fears  from  the  savages  ceased,  during  a 
period  of  about  ten  years,  permanent  settlements  were  com- 
menced in  neariy  or  quite  one-third  of  the  towns  in  this 
State.  Emigrants  from  the  parts  of  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  where  the  influence  of  Edwards'  Theology,  and 
of  Whitefield's  preaching  was  most  strongly  felt,  were  united 
in  the  settlement  of  many  of  our  towns  in  the  interior 
imd  western  parts  of  the  State,  and  in  the  formation  of 
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many  of  the  churches.  The  doctrinal  belief,  and  the  spirit 
of  revivals  which  characterized  the  older  churches  at  that 
period,  were  transplanted  into  the  new  towns  of  this  State, 
and  have  since  been  universally  adopted  by  the  churches  of 
the  Congregatic»ial  and  Presbyterian  dencHuinations. 

RISE  OF  VARIOUS  DENOMINATIONS. 

The  Piscatamia  colonists  adopted  the  Congregational  form 
of  worship.  In  1633  a  Meeting-house  was  erected  at 
Dover.  In  1670,  forty  seven  years  from  the  b^inning  of 
settlements  in  the  State,  Hampton,  Exeter^  and  Dover,  were 
the  only  towns  that  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  a  settled  minis- 
try. In  1700,  seventy  seven  years  from  the  beginning,  there 
were  but  five  Congregational  churches,  and  m  17«  there 
were  thirty.  Most  of  our  advancement,  therefore,  has  been 
seen  in  the  course  of  a  centuir.  An  Episcopal  Cfhapel  was 
bmlt  at  Portsmouth,  before  1638,  and  tlev.  Kicbard  Gibson 
was  employed  to  preach  in  it..  A  small  society  <^  Quakers 
was  oiganized  in  1701.  The  first  Baptist  Church  wasformed 
at  Newton,  in  1755,  and  Rev.  Walter  Powers  was  their 
minister.  At  the  close  <^  twenty  five  years  they  numbered 
nineteen  churches.  A  recent,  solemn  convocation  there, 
commemorated  the  return  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
of  this  event.  In  1719  the  Presbyterians  entered  Lon- 
donderry. The  first  Freewill  Baptist  church  was  planted  at 
New  Durham  in  1780,  gathered  by  Rev.  Benjamin  Randall. 
The  first  Methodist  Society  whose  numbers  were  returned 
to  the  New  England  Conference,  was  in  Chesterfield,  in 
1797..  There  were  ninety  two  members.  In  1800  they  had 
one  hundred  and  seventy  one  members,  and  three  travelling 
meachers.  The  first  society  of  Universalists  was  formed  at 
rortsmouHi  in  1781.  The  Shakers  first  appeared  in  1782^ 
and  were  gathered  into  a  diurch-state,  in  1792,  by  Elder 
Job  Bi^op. 
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ATKINSON. 

ReT.  Jxstx  Paox. 

Atkinson  was  set  oflf  from  Plaistow,  August  31, 1767,  and 
incorporated  by  the  Legislature  as  a  town,  September  3d, 
of  the  same  year.  The  reasons  assigned  by  the  petitioners 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  town,  were,  "that,  by  reason  of  ihe 
great  distance  of  their  dwellings  from  the  Meeting-house, 
they  imdergo  many  and  great  difficulties  in  attenmng  the 

Iublic  worship  of  Almighty  Grod  there,  and  that,  the  said 
[eeting-house  is  not  large  enoi^h  to  accommodate  more  than 
half  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town."  The  new  town  im- 
mediately took  measures  for  the  maintenance  of  the  gospel 
and  its  ordinances.  The  first  Meeting-house  was  erected  in 
the  year  1768  or  '69,  and  was  taken  down  in  1845.  There 
is  no  account,  either  written  or  traditional,  that  the  house 
was  ever  formally  dedicated.  The  Pilgrims  came  to  this 
country  in  consequence  of  religious  persecution,  and  their 
dislike  to  the  Church  of  England  was  so  great,  that  they 
would  not  practice  some  of  its  observances,  even  though  proper 
and  scriptural.  They  carried  their  principles  of  non-con- 
formity so  far,  that  they  did  not  .dedicate,  after  the  custom 
of  the  English  Church,  their  houses  of  worship,  which  they 
denominated  Meeting-houses  and  not  Churches.  Mr.  Stephen 
Peabody^  a  native  of  Andover,  Mass.,  was  elected  to  the 
ministerial  office,  Feb.  26,  1772.  At  an  adjourned  meeting, 
the  following  vote  was  passed,  in  respect  to  his  salary,  viz : 
"  Fotedy  To  give  Mr.  Stephen  Peabody,  one  himdred  and 
sixty  pounds,  lawfiil  money,  as  a  settlement,  upon  conditions 
that^the  salary  begin  at  sixty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  four  pence,  lawM  money,  the  first  year,  and  add  on  forty 
shillings  per  year,  till  it  amounts  to  eightv  pounds  per 
year."  "  Votai,  To  give  Mr.  Stephen  Peabodv  ten  cords  of 
wood  per  year,  so  long  as  he  carries  on  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry in  Atkinson."  This  invitation  to  settle  in  the  minis- ^ 
try  Mr.  Peabody  accepted,  and  he  was  ordained  as  pastor, 
Itov.  25, 1772,  at  which  time  a  church  was  formed,  consist- 
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iBg  of  nineteen  members.  The  covenant  adopted  by  this 
church  at  the  time  it  was  formed,  is  evangelical.  Mr.  Pea- 
body  continued  in  the  pastoral  office  more  than  forty-seven 
years,  tod  imtil  his  death,  May  23,  1819.  During  his  min- 
istry seventy-five  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church,  in 
addition  to  nineteen  who  were  embodied  as  the  church.  He 
married  thirty-two  couples,  who  had  been  licensed  by  his 
Excellency,  Gov.  John  Wentworth,  and  281  couples  who 
had  been  published  in  the  usual  way.  He  also  baptized  one 
hundred  and  forty  children  and  adults.  After  the  de- 
cease of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Peabody,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by 
various  individuals.  Mr.  Jacob  Cummmgs,  a  licentiate  and 
the  Preceptor  of  the  Academy,  preached  for  about  two  years, 
and  the  Rev.  Stephen  Farley,  while  officiating  as  Preceptor, 
supplied  the  desk  for  seven  or  eight  years.  While  they  were 
destitute  of  a  pastor,  forty-two  persons  were  admitted  to  the 
church. 

April  18,  1832,  the  Rev.  Luke  A.  Spoflford  was  installed 
pastor  of  the  church.  He  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request, 
Jan.  20,  1834.  While  he  was  pastor  ten  were  received  into 
the  church.  On  accoimtof  the  mconvenience  which  attended 
the  worship  of  God,  in  connection  with  other  denominations, 
the  church  and  the  orthodox  part  of  the  community  formed, 
Feb.  17,  1834,  a  Society  for  the  support  of  christian  institu- 
tions, called  the  Congregational  Society  in  Atkinson. 

During  the  year  1835,  a  Meeting-house  was  erected,  after 
which,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Kev.  Samuel  H.  Tolman 
till  July  5, 1837,  when  he  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church. 
Mr.  Tolman  continued  his  work  here  till  Oct.  27,  1839, 
when  their  civil  contract,  by  mutual  consent,  was  dissolved. 
Durinff  his  ministry  thirty-two  were  added  to  the  church. 
After  Mr.  Tolman's  dismission,  the  pulpit  was  suppUed  for 
two  or  three  years  by  Messrs.  Deming,  Parsons  and  others. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Pierce  was  ordained,  April  19,  1843, 
pastor  of  the  church.  He  died  in  office,  March  27,  1844, 
aged  twenty-seven,  much  respected  and  beloved.  After  his 
decease,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Messrs.  Hazen,  KeUo^ 
and  others.  In  June,  1845,  the  Rev.  Jesse  Page  commenced 
preaching  as  a  stated  supply,  and  is  still  the  minister  of  the 
people.  During  his  ministry,  there  have  been  two  seasons 
of  more  than  ordinary  reU^ous  interest,  and  twenty-three 
have  been  added  to  the  church  in  this  place,  and  many  who 
were  connected  with  the  Academy  have  united  with  the 
churches  in  the  places  where  they  reside.  There  have  been 
four  or  five  special  seasons  of  revival  of  religion,  previously, 
when  a  considerable  number  of  persons  were  hopefully  con- 
verted to  the  Lord  and  added  to  the  diurch. 
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The  church  now  has  one  hundred  and  one  members^  foniv 
teen  having  been  added  by  profession  the  past  year.  The 
fellowing  persons  haye  held  the  office  of  Deacon  in  the 
church,  viz :  Mr.  Nathaniel  Knight,  Mr.  Joseph  Km^t^ 
Mr.  Beniamin  Hale,  Mr.  John  Merrill,  Hon.  John  Yoee, 
Ool.  WiUiam  Page,  Mr.  Josiah  Qrover,  Mr.  Moses  Dow,  2d. 
and  Mr.  Franklin  Gilbert.  Seven  members  of  this  church 
have  entered  the  ministry.  Thirty-six  individuals  from  this 
town  have  entered  the  learned  professions,  the  town  contain- 
ing about  six  hundred  inhabitants.  Bince  the  year  1832^ 
Jan.  1,  forty-two  children  have  been  baptized.  The  average 
attendance  on  the  Sabbath  is  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred.  There  is  but  one  other  religious  societv  in 
town,  (a  Universalist  society,)  incorporated  in  1837.  They 
have  preachinff  occasionally.  The  Academy,  which  is  one  <tf 
the  oldest  in  tne  State,  has  ever  been  under  a  good  reli^us 
influence,  and  is  at  the  present  time  in  a  prosperous  oondi* 
tion. 


AUBURN. 

Rev.  Jamks  Holmm. 

This  town  was  incorporated  in  June,  1845,  and  was  taken  off 
from  Chester.  It  was  the  West  Parish.  No  church  records 
are  found  eariierthan  1802.  The  records  of  the  Presbyterian 
Parish  be^n  Jan.  19, 1738.  This  year  a  committee  was  cho- 
sen to  bmld  a  Meeting-house,  which  was  situated  not  &r 
from  the  center  of  the  present  town  of  Chester.  Rev.  John 
Wilson  was  the  minister,  and  was  settled  in  1734.  His  la^ 
bors  are  noticed  till  1778.  He  died  Feb.  1,  1779,  aged 
sixty-nine  years.  The  warrant  for  Paridi  meeting  March  11, 
1760,  has  this  article,  "To  see  if  the  Parish  will  do  any 
thing  about  finishing  the  Meeting-house  this  year."  And  at 
the  meeting  it  was  voted  to  raise  three  hundred  pounds  old 
tenor  for  finishing  the  two  Meeting-houses.  The  second 
house  was  the  Long  Meadow  Meeting-house,  situated  in  Au- 
burn. And  these  two  houses  were  occupied  alternately,  until 
a  new  one  was  built,  in  1793,  about  one  mile  nearer  Chester, 
and  was  the  place  of  worshit)  until  1848.  The  names  of  the 
preachers  succeeding  Mr.  Wilson  are  not  given,  except  Rev. 
David  Annen.  One  Rev.  James  Davispreached  some  months, 
and  some  became  hopeful  christians  under  his  labors.  June  13, 
1803,  Rev.  Zacheus  Colby  was  unanimouslv  invited  to  become 
their  pastor,  and  was  installed  Oct.  13,1803.    Having  been 
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attacked  with  paralyaiB  and  rendered  infinn,  he  was  dismissed 
in  1809.  He  died  in  this  place  Ang.  10,  1822,  aged  76. 
Very  little  is  riven  in  the  records  during  his  ministry,  \mi 
he  is  spoken  of  as  having  been  much  respected  and  beloved. 
Nov.  1812,  Rev.  Wm.  Harlow  was  hired  to  preach,  and  contin- 
ued till  1815.  Dec.  1816,  Rev.  Clement  Parker  was  invi* 
ted  to  become  pastor,  and  was  settled  Feb.  19,  1817,  and 
dismissed  Oci  26, 1826.  Rev.  Abel  Manning  was  hired  July, 
1826,  and  preached  till  1831.  ^This  year  Rev»  Benj.  Sargent 
commenced  preaching,  and  was  installed  April  19, 1833,  and 
dismissed  April  29, 1841.  During  his  ministry,  seventy-three 
were  received  to  the  church  on  profession,  and  nine  by  letter, 
and  forty-five  children  were  baptized.  The  discussions  on 
slavery  created  a  di£ference  of  feeling  among  the  members  erf* 
the  church.  Mr.  Si  became  excited,  and  it  is  thought  this, 
tod  the  death  of  his  children,  produced  partial  insanity.  If 
the  present  admissions  touching  the  sin  of  slavery,  had  then 
been  made  by  ministers  and  others,  and  free  discussion  al- 
lowed, Mr.  S.  might  possibly  have  been  saved.  The  state  of 
religious  afiairs  was  now  extremely  unpromising. 

In  Sept.  1841,  Rev.  Samuel  Ordway  commenced  preach- 
ing, and  supplied  till  1846.  In  Jan.  1843,  he  organized  a 
Congregational  Church  of  sixteen  members.  In  November 
following  six  persons  were  added  to  the  church.  The  Pres- 
byterian Church  was  dropped,  and  the  Parsonage  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  and  for  this 
chan^  many  were  cusaflfected.  Mr.  0.  once  reported  to  the 
Missionary  Society,  that  there  were  one  himdred  families 
which  did  not  attend  meeting.  Rev.  James  Holmes  com- 
menced labor  as  stated  supply  here,  July,  1846 ;  was  installed 
pastor  Dec.  5,  1849.  This  church  was  aided  by  the  Mission- 
ary Society,  from  1841  to  1849.  Since  1846,  thirty-five 
persons  have  been  received  to  membership  by  letter,  and 
eight  by  profession ;  infimt  baptisms  have  been  ten ;  sixteen 
have  died;  seven  have  been  dismissed;  twenty  have  re- 
moved from  town  without  taking  letters  of  dismission. — 
There  are  now  fifty-two  members.  The  fruits  of  former 
^visions  are  still  visible.  In  seven  years,  thirty-one  iami- 
lies  have  died  and  removed  from  town,  that  aided  in  the 
support  of  the  gospel,  and  only  some  half  dozen  have  moved 
in  to  take  their  places.  "  We  are  troubled  on  every  side,  yet 
not  distressed ;  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair."  A  small  circle 
of  christians  cleave  to  the  Lord  in  fervent  prayers.  We 
feel  that  the  gospel  will  yet  be  the  power  of  God  unto  the 
salvation  of  many  in  this  place.  A  new  Meeting-house  was 
dedicated  in  Feb.  1848,  and  a  very  pleasant  Vestry  is  now 
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finished  in  the  basement,  and  is  well  furnished.  The  Parson- 
age has  been  sold,  and  the  annual  income  of  the  fund  is  about 
f  70.  The  people  are  doing  more  each  year  for  the  support 
of  the  gospel.  They  hope  not  to  ask  missionary  aid  again, 
althougli  the  church  has  but  eight  resident  male  members. 
Quite  a  number  are  doing  well,  considering  their  means,  and 
the  Lord  wiU  not  leave  them  without  a  blessing.  For  some 
further  facts  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  history  of  the  church 
in  Chester.    The  population  in  1850  was  810. 


BRENTWOOD. 

Ktr.  Chaslbs  Dams. 

This  place  was  originally  a  part  of  Exeter,  and  before  its 
separation  a  Meeting-house  had  been  erected  within  its  pres- 
ent limits,  at  a  location  called  Keenborough,  about  a  mile 
east  of  the  present  house  of  worship.  Brentwood  was  in- 
corporated in  1742.  The  town  origmally  included  yhat  is 
now  Fremont.  To  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  place  the 
location  of  the  Meeting-house  was  inconvenient.  To  meet 
their  wishes,  a  committee  of  three  gentlemen  from  Ports- 
mouth was  chosen  at  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the 
town,  to  select  a  site  for  a  Meeting-house  for  the  town. — 
That  committee,  after  due  examination,  reported,  the  place 
at  the  "guUey,"  where  the  present  Congregational  house  of 
worship  stands.  By  reason  of  various  difficulties,  the  house 
was  not  completed  for  several  years. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Trask  was  the  first  minister  of  the  place. 
He  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  a  church  which  had  been  pre- 
viously organized  at  ICeenborough  Dec.  12, 1748.  Previous- 
ly to  this,  or  about  this  time,  a  con^egation  had  been  gath- 
ered, and  were  holding  their  meetings  in  the  new  Meeting- 
house. After  a  series  of  difficulties  l^tween  the  two  congre- 
gations, a  church  was  organized  at  '^  the  gulley,"  and  a  union 
Saving  been  effected  between  the  two  societies,  Mr.  Trask  was 
installed  pastor  of  the  church  formed  by  the  union  of  these 
two,  Jan.  21,  1756.  At  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Trask  the 
church  numbered  fifty-three  members.  Mr.  Trask  continued 
in  the  pastoral  office  here  forty-one  years.  BUs  death  occur- 
red Dec.  12,  1789,  at  the  age  of  67.  From  the  decease  of 
Mr.  Trask  the  church  was  without  a  pastor  eleven  years  and  a 
half.  During  this  time  more  than  one  hxmdred  individuals 
were  employed  as  candidates  or  as  supplies.  Eight  or  ten  of 
these  received  caUs  to  settle,  but  decuned  them. 
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Rev.  Ebenezer  Flint  was  the  next  pastor.  He  was  settled 
May  27,  1801.  At  the  time  of  his  settlement  the  church 
had  become  reduced  to  six  male  and  thirteen  female  mem- 
bers. He  was  a  man  much  respected  and  beloved  by  his 
pjeople.  His  views  and  preaching  were  thoroughly  Calvinis- 
tic.  It  being  a  time  of  declension,  only  ten  or  twelve  were 
added  to  the  church  during  his  ministry,' which  continued 
but  a  little  more  than  ten  years.  He  died  suddenly,  Oct.  12, 
1811,  leaving  a  widow  and  four  small  children. 

On  the  2l8t  of  July,  1813,  Rev.  Chester  Colton  entered 
this  field  of  labor,  and  soon  the  friends  of  religion  in  the 
place  extended  to  him  a  call  to  settle.  This  call  Mr.  Colton 
subsequently  accepted,  and  was  settled  Jan.  25,  1815.  The 
prospects  of  the  Society  now  began  to  brighten.  The  friends 
of  Christ  were  encouraged.  The  aspect  of  things  changed. 
To  the  honor  of  the  Congregationalists  in  Brentwood,  and 
as  a  stimulus  to  the  destitute  in  other  towns,  says  a  late  wri- 
ter, it  ought  to  be  known,  that  between  fifty  and  sixty  fami- 
lies, within  a  year  from  the  date  of  their  incorporation  as  a 
distinct  Congregational  Society,  not  only  settled  Mr.  Colton 
as  their  minister,  with  a  salary  of  four  hundred  dollars  a 
year  and  fifteen  cords  of  wood  brought  to  his  door  ;  but  also 
took  down  their  old  Meeting-house  and  erected  a  new  one, 
besides  building  a  Parsonage  house.  Mr.  Colton  secured  to 
himself  the  warmest  attachment  of  his  people,  and  his  la- 
bors were  greatly  blest.  In  the  winter  of  1818-19  a  revival 
was  enjoyed,  and  as  far  as  known,  this  was  the  first  ever  en- 
joyed in  the  place.  More  than  forty  were  added  to  the  church 
during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Colton.  After  retaining  the 
pastoral  office  about  ten  years,  Mr.  Colton  was,  at  his  own 
request,  on  account  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  dismissed 
from  his  flock,  and  after  regaining  the  use  of  his  eyes,  preached 
awhUe  in  Connecticut,  and  afterwards  as  a  missionary  at 
the  West,  where  he  died  a  few  years  since. 

Mr.  Colton  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Luke  A.  Spofibrd,  who 
was  installed  over  the  church  and  society,  Feb.  22,  1826. 
After  a  ministry  of  about  three  years,  Mr.  Spofford,  dis- 
couraged at  the  apparent  want  of  success  attending  his  la- 
bors, asked  and  received  a  dismission.  The  number  of  church 
members  reported  June  1828  was  53.  After  the  dismission 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Spoflbrd,  the  people  in  Brentwood  enjoyed  for 
three  years  and  a  half  the  labors  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Ward. 
During  this  period,  says  one  of  his  successors,  Mr.  Ward  la- 
bored acceptably  and  mithftilly  in  word  and  doctrine,  to  build 
up  and  establish  the  church  in  the  faith ;  and,  as  the  fruits 
of  his  labors,  a  considerable  nmnber  were  gathered  into  the 
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risiUe  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Josos  Gbmi  hj  him  and  his 
immediate  successors.  Mr.  Ward  still  lives  in  the  place,  es-* 
joying  a  serene  and  tranquil  old  a^,  sustained  by  thoae 
truthS  he  has  so  cheerfully  and  &ithAmy  defended^  awaiting, 
with  assured  hope,  the  time  of  his  departure,  to  enter  upon 
his  reward. 

Bev.  Francis  Welch  was  the  next  settled  minister  of  the 
place.  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  Dec.  4,  1833. 
The  ministry  of  Mr.  Welch  was  embarrassed  by  pecuniary 
difficulties,  and  after  sustaining*  the  pastoral  office  between 
three  and  four  years,  he  was  dismissed,  Oct.  4,  1837. 

The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  John  Gunnison.  He  had  been 
previously  oniained  at  Lyman,  Me.  May  12. 1831 ;  installed 
over  the  Union  Society  of  Salisbury  and  Amesbury,  Mass., 
Dec.  31^835,  and  at  Newmarket,  Lamprey  River,  Feb.  22, 
1837.  He  was  installed  over  the  church  in  Brentwood,  June 
12,  1839.  He  sustained  the  pastoral  office  two  years,  and 
was  dismissed  June,  1841.  He  was  afterwards  settled  in 
West  Falmouth,  Me.  and  now  resides  in  New  Gloucester. — 
During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Gunnison,  there  were  two  sea- 
sons of  religious  awakening  in  the  place,  and  about  forty 
were  added  to  the  church. 

Rev.  James  Boutwell  was  the  next  settled  minister.  He 
was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  Nov.  4. 1841.  Mr.  Bout- 
well  sustained  the  pastoral  office  among  this  people  for  more 
than  ten  years,  when  he  was  diamissed  May  12, 1852,  and 
became  pastor  of  the  church  in  Sanbomton.  He  continued, 
during  ms  stay  among  this  people,  to  retain  his  hold  upon 
iheir  affections ;  he  was  highly  este^ned  by  them,  and  his 
d^)arture  was  deeply  r^retted.  His  memory  is  still  kindly 
cherished  by  them.  After  Mr.  Boutwell's  dismission,  ibe 
pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev.  Josiah  Steams,  a  native  of  New 
Ipswich,  for  a  period  of  about  nine  months,  when  he  was  laid 
aside  from  his  labors  by  sickness,  which  terminated  his  uae- 
&1  life,  June  12, 1853,  at  the  age  of  34  years. 

The  present  pastor  of  the  diurch.  Rev.  Charles  Dame, 
ouBOie  to  the  place  Feb.  13,  1854,  and  was  installed  the  17th 
g£  the  following  May.  He  is  a  imtive  of  South  Berwick, 
Me. ;  graduated  at  .Bowdoin  College  Sept  1835,  Andover, 
1838 ;  settled  at  Fahnouth,  Me.  May  29,  1839 ;  dismissed 
fiom  the  church  there  Au^.  11^  1853.  The  church  is  now  99 
jmn  old.  It  has  now  its  eighth  pastor.  It  has  passed 
Iteou^h  a  variety  of  scenes  of  depression  and  prosperity 
Buioe  its  orpuii«ati<»i.  But  though  at  times  feeble,  and  its 
ptespects  dark,  its  great  Head  hm  thus  far  preserved  it.— ^ 
Ui  present  etate  is  one  o(  paioe  and  bwrmony.    Its  present 
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Aoaiber  is  axty-three^  and  the  conin^ation  in  good  weath^ 
numbeiB  one  hnndred  and  fi%.  The  Society  has  beem  di' 
ttitftiahed  by  deaths  dunng  the  past  year  to  an  unwcmted 
dfigree.    Population  in  1820;  892,  in  1850,  923. 


OANDIA- 

Rer.  Wm.  T.  Hsskick. 

The  early  settlers  of  Candia  were  of  Puritan  descent ;  and^ 
though  many  of  them  were  not  interested  in  the  Chnstian 
feljgion,  as  a  matter  of  personal  experience,  yet  they  all 
legarded  the  institutions  of  the  gospel  as  essential  to  the 
ir3l-being  of  any  community.  Aocordinglj^,  one  of  the  very 
first  acts  of  the  town,  after  its  incorporation  in  1763,  ana 
after  the  choice  of  the  usual  town  officers,  was  to  provide 
aieans  to  procure  the  preaching  of  the  gospeL  This  they 
UMiBt  have,  at  whatever  sacrifice.  A  house  of  worship,  too, 
tfaey  must  have,  before  they  were  themselves  able  to  occupy 
theur  "ceiled  houses."  This  was  erected,  in  1766,  by  tne 
united  labors  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  whole  town. 
In  1802,  a  porch  and  steeple  were  added  to  this  house,  and 
a  bell  was  procured.  It  stood  until  1838.  when  it  was 
deatroyed  hy  fire.  A  new  house  was  erectea  that  year  and 
ia  still  occupied.  The  ohurdli  was  organized  in  1770,  with 
flsventeen  members.  Its  succession  of  pastors  has  been  as 
fi^ows  :  Bev.  David  Jewett,  settled  1771 — dismissed  ordied, 
1780  ;  Bev.  Joseph  Prince,  stated  supply  seven  years  from 
1782 ;  Rev.  Jesse  Remingtoa,  settled  Oct.  20,  1790— died, 
Ibtfch  3,  1815 ;  Rev.  Isaac  Jones,  settled  Feb.  7, 1816— 
dismissed,  May  12, 1818 ;  Rev.  Abraham  Wheeler,  settled 
Jan.  13, 1819— dismissed,  Oct.  29,  1832 ;  Rev.  Charles  P. 
Russell,  settled  Dec.  25,  1833— dismissed.  May  26,  1841 ; 
Rev.  William  Murdock,  settled  Dec.  1, 1841— disnussed, 
May  2, 1853 ;  Rev.  William  T.  Herrick^  settled  July  5, 1854. 

"The  first  call  to  the  work  of  the  nunistry,  was  given  to 
Mr.  Tristram  Gilman,  Sept.  1,  1768."  This  call  was  not 
aoeepted.  A  call  was  then  given  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Searle. 
Tins,  also,  was  imsucoessi^,  and  finally,  after  a  day  of  &st- 
iag  and  prayer,  appointed  by  the  committee^  as  the  record 
hffs  it,  ^^mQj  pitched  cm  Mr.  David  Jewett,  with  an  offer  of 
JCdO  for  the  first  year,  and  £5  more  each  year  afterwaid^ 
until  the  stipend  should  be  £  65." — [History  qf  C(mcUa.  h^ 
F.  B.  UcUmy  Usq,]  At  the  end  of  Rev.  Mr.  Jewett's  mmis- 
tijr,  forty-two  membew  in  all  had  been  received  into  the 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


24  ROCKINGHAM  GOUNTT. 

church.  The  dismission  of  Mr.  Jewett,  procured  not  with- 
out much  difficulty  bv  the  town,  occasioned  dissatisfaction  in 
the  church,  as  the  following  old  record  shows.  It  is  worth 
transcribing :  "  at  a  Church  Meeting  some  time  in  the  fell 
of  y®  year  1781  all  y*  members  of  the  church  being  notified 
to  meet  to  compromise  some  matters  Respecting  an  uneasi- 
ness that  had  arisen  among  some  of  the  members  by  Reason 
of  mr.  Jewett  our  former  minister  Going  away  and  it  was 
agreed  by  all  present  to  forgive  and  forget  every  thing  Past 
and  unanimously  live  in  Love  and  peace,  in  fellowship  one 
with  another  for  the  future,  mr.  Jacob  Sargent,  mr.  Dean 
Waldleth,  mr.  Theophilus  Sargent  not  present." 

Rev.  Joseph  Prince,  who  was  employed  for  seven  years  as 
a  stated  supply,  was  blind  before  he  commenced  preaching. 
He  had  pleached  nearly  forty  years  when  he  came  to  Candia. 
He  was  actively  employed  in  preaching  from  place  to  place, 
in  the  *' Great  Awakening,"  in  1745-6-7.  His  funeral  ser- 
mon, preached  in  Newburyport  in  1791,  speaks  of  him  as  an 
eloquent,  devout,  acceptable  and  successful  preacher.  His 
mortal  remains  lie  in  the  same  vault  with  those  of  White- 
field.  During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Jewett  and  Mr.  Prince, 
the  "  Half-way  Covenant"  was  in  vogue  in  this  church. — 
Many  were  received  into  covenant,  or  "  owned  covenant," 
and  had  their  children  baptized,  who  were  not  "received 
into  fiill  communion."  About  two  hundred  and  forty  bap- 
tisms took  place  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Jewett,  and  one 
hundred  and  forty  during  that  of  Mr.  Prince ;  only  one  adult 
among  them  all,  so  far  as  the  records  show.  Mr.  Remington 
was  ()i)posed  to  the  "  Half-way  Covenant ;"  and  soon  after 
his  settlement  in  1794,  "  the  church  agreed  Not  togive  their 
Consent  to  have  any  Children  Baptized  by  any  minister 
unless  their  parents  one  or  both  joined  with  the  Church." 

The  ministry  of  Rev.  Jesse  Kemington  forms  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  history  of  the  church.  It  was  nearly  twice 
as  lon<:^  as  any  other  ;  and  Mr.  Remington  is  the  only  pastor 
that  has  died  in  office  here,  and  laid  his  bones  among  his 
people.  The  work  of  the  church  had  hitherto  been  mainly 
Xyreparofory ;  it  was  now  time  to  settle  its  foundation  deep 
and  strong,  and  to  commence  the  erection  of  a  durable  and 
well-proportioned  superstructure  upon  such  a  foundation. — 
Mr.  Kemington  was  eminently  the  man  for  this  work.  He 
was  devout,  sound  in  doctrine,  diligent  and  untiring  in  his 
labors  ;  and  pre-eminently  a  thorough  man.  Rev.  Mr.  Pren- 
tice of  Northwood  said,  at  his  funeral,  "  He  was  indeed  an 
evangelical  preacher,  sound  in  the  faith,  remarkably  clear  in 
the  doctrines  of  grace,  a  lover  of  hospitality,  a  lover  of  good 
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men,  hoMing  forth  the  &ithftil  word.  He  was  solemn  and 
impressive  in  his  manner,  evidently  reaUziog  the  weight  of 
his  own  responsibility  to  his  Lord  and  Master.  He  felt  those 
truths  whicn  he  exhibited  to  others.  He  declared  the  whole 
counsel  of  God,  He'  was  by  no  means  a  maairpleaaer.'* — 
Such  a  man  was  well  adapted  to  his  time.  If  he  was  per- 
mitted in  his  own  lifetime,  to  gather  but  few  sheaves,  yet 
Ihose  few  were  so  thoroughly  threshed  and  so  oar^illy  win- 
nowed, that  there  was  little  left  but  the  clear  cmd  solid 
graiBu 

Parsonages  and  Funds,    Before  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Jew- 
ett,  the  town  had  commenced  the  erection  of  a  parsonage  on 
Ihe  "  Pftis(Hiage  Lot"    Mr.  Prince  was  employal  to  preadi 
seven  years,  "for  the  improvement  of  the  parsonage,  and  a 
hired  hand  six  months  each  year,  putting  the  builcui^  and 
parsonage  in  repair."      Mr.  Bemmgton  was  to  have  ^^tiie 
use  and  improvement  of  the  parsonage  lot  and  buildings, 
during  his  ministry,  and  £60  lawful  money,  annually,  ana 
Ukewise  twenty  cords  of  wood  yearly  hauled  to  the  parson- 
age house,  eight  or  twelve  feet  long."    Soon  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Kemington,  in  1815,  the  parsonage  farm  was  sold. — 
The  avails^  however,  were  still  controU^  by  the  town ;  and 
both  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Wheeler  were  settled  by  the  church 
and  the  town  acting  together.    During  the  ministry  of  Mr* 
Wheeler,  the  town  voted  to  divide  this  fund,  and  give  a  part, 
(about  one  fourth,)  to  another  society,  and  the  remainder  to 
the  "  Congregational  Society  of  Canoia ;"  which  society  was 
formed  at  that  time,  and  has  since  co-operated  witii  the 
church,  in  the  settlement  and  dismission  of  ministers.     The 
income  of  this  fund,  increased  by  two  or  three  small  dona- 
tions, is  now  about  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars  a  year. — 
Since  1849,  they  have  averaged  about  three  hundred  dollars 
a  year  in  contributions  to  benevolent  associations.     The 
average  attendance  on  public  worship,  in  all  evangelical 
churches  in  town,  does  not  exceed  400  persons.    More  than 
one  half  of  the  population  belongs  to  this  parish.    The  whole 
number  of  members  in  the  church  from  the  beginning  is  595. 
The  members  in  the  church  at  different  periods,  are  as  fol- 
lows: 1816—28;  1818—49;  1822—70;  1823— 182 ;  1824 
—215;  1830-192;  1832-262;   1835—236;  1849—294; 
1854—258;  1855—250.     The  infant  baptisms  from  the 
b^inning  have  been  748.    Adult  baptisms  in  all,  204.    It 
is  not  known  that  the  town  has  fumisned  more  than  two  men 
for  the  ministry, — three  or  four  are  now  preparing  for  it. 

There  was  no  revival  in  town  imtil  the  year  1822.    In  tha 
fisdl  of  that  year,  the  power  of  Otod  began  to  be  displayed 
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In  this  church  and  town  in  a  most  wonderftil  manner ;  it 
swept  over  the  whole  community,  and  shook  the  hearts  of 
all  this  people,  as  the  trees  of  the  forest  are  shaken  by  a 
mighty  wind.  The  church  was  smc^,  but  a  few  who  were 
accustomed  to  meet  for  a  weekly  prayer  meeting  at  the  house 
of  the  pastor,  agreed  to  consecrate  an  hour  every  Saturday 
evening  to  prayer  for  a  revival  of  Gkni's  work.  This  pri- 
vate concert  of  prayer,  was,  doubtless,  an  important  instru- 
mentality in  preparing  the  way  of  the  Lord.  This  revival, 
commonly  spoken  of  m  this  church  as  the  "  Great  Reforma- 
tion," broke  otst  in  a  verv  striking  manner.  A  letter  written 
in  Oct.  1822,  by  a  member  of  this  church,  now  living,  gives 
so  vivid  an  account  of  the  opening  scene  of  this  great  work, 
that  extracts  from  it  seem  desirable  here.  The  writer  speaks 
with  rejoicinff  of  a  work  of  grace  already  commenced,  and 
says,  "  God  has,  as  it  were^  caused  the  dead  to  hear  his  voice 
and  live ;  for,  surely,  nothme  but  an  almighty  power  could 
accomplish  what  has  taken  pmce  in  this  nei^bomood  within 
one  week."  The  letter  then  ^oes  on  to  say  that,  "three  per- 
sons had  met  the  Friday  evemng  before,  to  have  a  joUv  time. 
One  of  them  began  to  talk  in  a  bght  way  of  the  day  of  judg- 
ment ;  the  other  two  soon  began  to  sing  a  psalm-tune,  and 
whilst  they  were  singing  the  words,  ^-^d  whilst  the  lamp 
holds  out  to  bum,  the  vilest  sinner  may  return,'  the  other, 
who  had  been  speaking  lightly  of  the  day  of  judgment, 
suddenly  rose,  took  a  chair,  and  went  to  prayer.  They 
were  aU  astonished  out  of  measure,  but  thought  it  mockery. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  pious  woman,  said  she  expected  the 
house  would  sink  under  them.  After  having  made  a  good 
prayer,  as  they  said  who  heard  him,  he  sat  down,  burst  into 
tears,  and  began  to  warn  his  associates  to  quit  their  sinful 
courses ;  said  if  theyfelt  as  hedid,  they  would  pray  too.  They 
told  him,  if  he  would  make  as  good  a  prayer  as  he  did  before, 
they  should  think  there  was  something  real.  He  said  he 
would  attempt  to,  if  they  desired  him  to.  He  accordingly 
went  to  prayer  ;  made  an  able  prayer,  and  sat  down  weep- 
ing. They  were  struck  with  the  utmost  solemnity  at  his 
manner  of  conduct.  His  wife  said  she  had  not  strength  to 
get  out  of  her  chair,  so  great  was  her  astonishment.     They 

all  sat  up  until  about  two  in  the  morning.     K sajrs  he 

feels  like  a  new  man ;  he  says  he  was  struck  through  soul 
and  body,  as  it  were,  in  a  moment,  when  he  rose  to  prayer ; 
said  he  could  not  have  sat  another  moment,  any  more  than 
if  he  had  been  on  coals  of  fire.  He  does  appear  in  reality 
to  give  evidence  to  all  around  of  a  saving  change  of  heart. 
He  went  on  Monday  evening  to  meeting ;  told  his  experience, 
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tkeii  went  to  prayer."  Here  the  letter  ends  abruptly. — 
Some  of  the  aged  members  of  this  church  say,  he  scarcely 
ate  or  slept  for  two  or  three  days ;  was  too  weak  to  attend 
meeting  on  the  ^bbath, — they  never  heard  such  preaching 
as  they  heard  from  him.  He  gave  good  evidence  of  piety 
untH  his  death,  several  years  smce.  In  such  power  did 
this  revival  commence  ;  and  in  such  power  did  it  continue 
for  several  months.  Proud  hearts  were  humbled,  stubborn 
wiUs  subdued,  and  the  tongues  of  the  dumb  unloosed.  As 
the  fruit  of  this  great  work,  one  hundred  and  fifty  were 
added  to  the  church ;  many  of  them  heads  of  fiunilies,  in- 
chiding  the  more  influential  ones  in  town.    Bevivals  of  less 

Sower,  but  of  much  interest,  occurred  in  1830  and  1832, 
urinff  which  years  about  seventy-five  were  added  to  the 
church.  An  interesting  revival  also  occurred  in  1838,  under 
the  ministry  of  Mr.  EusseU ;  as  the  fruit  of  which  about 
sixty  were  added  to  the  church ;  and  another  in  1849,  whUe 
Mr.  Murdock  was  pastor.  The  subjects  of  this  last  work  of 
grace,  some  fifty-five,  were  all  young ;  most  of  them  under 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  memters  of  the  Sabbath  School. — 
The  strength  of  the  church,  though  absolutely  greater  now 
than  forty  years  ago,  is  reldtwdylesBy  considering  the  nimi- 
ber  of  members  then  and  now.  There  is  less  open  wicked- 
ness in  society  now,  than  then.  Population  in  1820,  1273 ; 
in  1850,  1482. 


CHESTEE. 

Rev.  Laubsn  Asmsbt. 

The  first  settlement  on  the  tract  known  as  the  "Chestnut 
Country."  (now  Chester,  Candia  and  Eaymond,  with  parts 
of  Mancnester  and  Hooksett,)  was  made  in  the  smmner  of  the 
vear  1720,  by  twenty-four  incUviduals  from  Hampton,  Haver- 
hill, and  the  adjoining  towns.  The  charter  of  tne  town  was 
granted  in  1722.  From  this  time  until  1728,  these  settlers 
were  accustomed  every  Sunday  morning  to  mount  their  horses 
and  travel  over  a  rough  foot-path  ten  miles  to  Kingston, 
returning  after  services  to  their  homes  "in  the  woods."  In 
the  autimm  of  1728  the  expediency  of  building  a  Meeting- 
house was  first  seriously  discussed.  It  was  built  by  an 
assessment  of  forty  shillings  on  each  proprietor,  and  was 
finished  in  March,  1731.  It  stood  a  few  rods  south  of  the 
spot  where  the  present  Congregational  Church  is  situated, 
and  was  50  feet  by  38  in  dmiensions ;  it  fix)nted  the  south- 
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west.  In  the  meantime^  June  10,  1729,  the  town  votedf 
according  to  the  custom  in  such  cases,  "that  Mr.  John  Tuck 
of  Hampton,  is  chosen  to  settle  with  the  inhabitants  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry  at  Chester."  Accordingly  about  the 
first  of  July,  Mr.  Tuck  came  on  tried,  and  preached  fourteen 
Sundays  to  them  in  the  most  spacious  log-hmse  of  the  settle- 
ment; for  it  was  not  until  lt32  that  a  framed  house  was 
erected.  He  declined  settling  among  them.  Rev.  Mose& 
Hale,  in  Jan.  1730,  was  chosen  to  settle  in  the  ministry  with 
the  same  salary  which  Mr.  Tuck  was  offered,  viz.  £^120.  The 
minister's  lot  of  20  acres  would  also  accrue  to  him  at  his  settle- 
ment according  to  charter.  A  conunittee  was  chosen  "to 
treat  with  him,  and  acquaint  him  with  what  the  town  hath 
done,  and  invite  him  into  the  ministry."  They  received  a 
favorable  answer  and  reported  to  the  town.  Mr.  Hale's 
ordination  took  place  Oct.  20, 1731,  Rev.  Messrs.  Phillips  and 
Barnard  of  Andover,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  of  Haverhill,  offici- 
ating. A  church  was  formed  at  the  same  time.  After  the 
close  of  the  war,  early  in  1726,  many  Irish  Presbyterians 
were  induced  to  emigrate  to  the  colonies.  These  settlers  were 
originally  of  Scotch  descent,  having  emigrated  to  Ireland  from 
Argyle  m  Scotland.  A  great  jealousy  immediately  arose 
between  them  and  the  early  settlers  of  the  town,  who,  them- 
selves mostly  proprietors,  looked  upon  the  Presbyterians  as 
intruders,  and  determined  among  themselves  that  they  should 
pay  their  proportion  towards  Mr.  Hale's  support.  Thus 
matters  continued  to  become  worse  and  worse,  and  also  about 
this  time  Mr.  Hale's  health  failed,  so  that  as  early  as  Sept. 
1733  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  procure  some  one  to 
supply  the  desk  for  a  quarter  of  a  year.  Mr.  Hale  himseU, 
Sept  1734,  foreseeing  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  remain 
their  pastor,  made  certain  proposals  to  the  town  in  regard  to 
resigmng  his  charg;e.  His  proposals  were  accented,  and  an 
ecclesiastical  council  was  holden  at  Salisbury,  Mass.  on  the 
13th  of  Aug.  The  Council  dissolved  the  connection  between 
the  church  of  Chester  and  Mr.  Hale.  We  have  every  reason  to 
believe  the  greatest  charity  was  exercised  toward  him  through- 
_-_xT..__?_i  "^  t  at  last  when  his  dismission  became  inev- 

nth  manifest  grief  and  reluctance. 
)n  of  the  council  was  accepted  by  the 
d  to  hire  a  minister  for  three  months  at  the 
ay  was  set  apart  in  September  for  "a  day 
for  another  minister,"  at  which  the  advice 
cler^men  was  taken.  At  this  time 
lifficmty  between  the  Orthodoxy  or  the 
id  the  PresbyterianSy  who  had  mostly 
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taken  tip  their  abode  there  since  1730.  Several  of  these  latter 
now  enter  a  protest  iigainst  the  above  vote,  declaring  them- 
selves "  not  of  that  communion,"  and  objecting  to  any  expense 
which  might  follow  from  it,  as  they  had  "mred  a  minister 
themselves."  This  minister  was  Eev.  John  Wilson,  who  was 
the  same  year  ordained  by  them.  Their  meetings  were  held 
in  private  houses  until  1749,  when  they  built  a  chuiteh. 
This  society  will  be  referred  to  hereafter.  The  Orthodox 
settlers,  (asthey  were  styled  in  distinction  from  HbQ  Presbyt^- 
rianSy)  notwithstanding  the  protest,  continued  to  hire  a 
mimstef  of  their  own  persuasioB.  In  November,  1735,  Rev. 
Timothy  White  was  cnosen  as  Mr.  Hale's  successor;  but  he 
declined  the  invitation.  In  June,  1736,  Rev.  Ebenez«r  Fla^ 
was  chosen  to  be  their  minister  with  a  salary  of  £120.  These 
attempts  called  forth  another  protest  signed  by  the  members  of 
Mr.  Wilson's  society.  In  1739  the  Presbyterians  were,  by  act 
of  Legislature,  excused  from  paying  for  the  support  of  Mr. 
Fla^.  At  Mr.  Flagg's  jsettlement  already  rrferred  to,  when 
the  <fifficulty  occurr^  between  the  parishes,  Mr.  Flagg  him- 
self was  the  only  one  tHio  -strove  to  accommodate  the  troubles. 
An  anecdote  is  related  of  his  perseverance  in  making  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  Wilson,  which  speaks  well  for  his  endeav- 
ors to  do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  further  difficulty.  As 
the  story  runs,  it  was  not  until  his  third  visit  that  Mr.  Flagg 
received  an  invitation  to  enter  "Parson  Wilson's"  house,  but 
at  last  the  foundation  of  friendship  was  laid,  which  endured 
through  all  the  succeeding  litigation,  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
Wilson.  The  Presbyterians  were  gradually  becoming  as  / 
strong  in  numbers  as  their  rivals,  and  in  April,  1739,  ten 
years  after  the  erection  of  the  first  church,  they  also  voted 
that  it  was  expedient  to  have  a  house  for  public  worship, 
and  for  this  purpose  assessed  £240  on  themselves.  Mr. 
Wilson  gave  ms  peojde  the  land  on  which  to  set  the  church, 
which,  it  appears,  was  completed  the  next  Autumn,  1739. 
It  stood  on  what  went  by  the  name  of  "Haverhill  Road," 
and  was,  in  dimensions,  about  35  by  40  feet.  It  is  still  re- 
membered by  many  inhabitants  of  Chester;  about  fifty  years 
since  it  was  removed  to  the  North  Parish,  where  it  has  since 
been  demolished  to  make  place  for  a  new  one.  A  portion  of 
the  land  presented  by  Mr.  Wilson  was  used  by  the  society 
€U3  a  burying  place.  Mr.  Flagg  was  bom  at  Wobum,  Mass., 
October  18th,  1704,  and  entered  Harvard  College  in  1721, 
at  the  a^  of  17  years,  and  in  1725  took  his  degree.  During 
his  ministry  there  appears  to  have  been  but  one  considerable 
revival ;  tliat  was  in  1742,  about  the  time  of  Mr.  Whitefield's 
wieLtto  thispart  of  New  England,  and  was  shared  in  common 
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by  the  nei^boring  towns.  It  is  usually  known  as  the  great 
revival  of  1741 .  In  17^  thiity  eight  were  added  to  the  church  ; 
eight  owned  the  covenant.  In  1741  only  nine  united  with  the 
church ;  in  1743  onlv  eight.  Besides  this,  the  years  1750^ 
'56,  '57,  '61  and  '64,  seem  to  have  been  times  of  more  thao 
usual  interest.  The  whole  number  of  those  who  united 
with  the  church  under  Mr.  Flagg,  is  243  tofM  covwmiumony 
and  287  toho  ovmed  the  covenant,  Durii^  the  60  years  that 
Mr.  Flagg  was  minister  of  Chester  he  was  caUed  upon  to 
baptize  no  less  than  1450  infants.  The  Church  Records  are 
in  ms  handwriting  until  he  attained  his  80th  year,  when  he 
resigned'them  to  Mr.  Bradstreet.  Mr.  Flagg  died  Nov.  14th^ 
1796,  and  what  is  observaUe,  he  survived  every  parishioner 
who  was  active  at  his  settlement.  Rev.  John  Wilson,  minister 
of  the  Presbyterian  Society,  was  bom  in  Ulster  County^ 
Ireland,  in  1709.  He  graduated  at  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh or  Glasgow,  and  came  to  New  England  in  1729.  In 
1734  he  was  called  to  preach  in  Chester,  where  he  was  the 
same  year  ordained  with  a  salary  of  j&lOO.  Mr.  Wilson 
continuedtin  the  ministry  at  Chester  until  his  death,  Feb.  1st. 
1779.  Many  of  Mr.  Wilson's  sermons  are  in  existence,  and 
they  display  much  study  and  ingenuity  in  their  construction* 
He  was  a  peculiarly  quiet  man,  and  took  no  active  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  town.  In  the  Revolution,  although  hia 
views  were  radically  Whig,  he  let  nothing  draw  him  from 
his  study.  We  may  here  fefer  to  tlw  erection  of  a  new 
Congregational  Church  in  1774.  This  church,  with  some 
dianges  both  interior  and  exterior,  still  remains  nearly  where 
it  was  first  erected.  The  men  of  Chester  of  a  hundred  year» 
since  retained  all  the  characteristics  of  their  fathers.  They 
were  practical  men,  and  cared  more  for  use  than  ornament. 
In  one  instance  this  trait  seems  to  have  led  them  rather  into 
extremes.  We  copy  it  from  the  Parish  Records  for  1743: 
"  Voted,  That  where  any  persons  shall  have  a  pew  in  the 
Meeting-house,  and  there  is  no  window  against  it,  they  have 
liberty  to  make  one ;  they  maintaining  the  same.*^  Mr.  Flagff 
continued  the  sole  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  untu 
he  was  nearly  89  years  old.  In  1793  we  find  upon  the  church 
record,  in  his  own  handwriting,  the  following  entry :  "Chester 
May  30th,  1793.  This  day  at  a  church  meeting,  regularly 
appointed,  voted  Mr.  Nathan  Bradstreet  a  ccdl  to  settle 
over  them  in  the  Gtospel  ministry."^  Mr.  Bradstreet  waa 
settled  Oct.  13th,  1793.  The  paridi  agreed  to  pay  him  £75 
a  year,  while  Mr.  Flagg  lived,  and  £90  a  year,  after  Mr. 
Flag's  death ;  fdso,  the  use  of  a  parsonage,  wortii  f900,  or 
the  mterest  of  the  money.    Mr.  Bradstreet  was  settled  under 


"Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


CHBSTIR.  31 

bappy  auspices.    The  church  was  considered,  at  this  time, 
lai^  and  flourishing,  consistuag  of  about  eighty  members. 
In  a  letter  of  complaiiit  sent  to  him  from  his  chujrch,  and 
approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  za^ale  members,  a  little  moce 
than  twenty  one  years  after  his  ordination,  we  find  the  fol-, 
lowing  language :   "They  saw  yon  initiated  into  the  ministeri- 
al offices  of  the  parish  and  charged  with  the  pastoral  fiinctions 
of  the  9hnrch  in  this  place ;  they  saw  yon  young,  exemplary, 
and  assiduous  to  perform  the  duties  of  your  charge.     W  ith 
this  flattering  examjde  they 'had  antidpated  that  xmmbers 
would  have  Seen  added  to  their  then  large  and  flourishing 
churchaad congr^tioa,  and  that  you,  Bevd.  sir,  would  have 
goae  in  and  oat  before  them,  would  have  solaced  and  sup- 
ported tibie  faint  hearted  by  your  conversation  aad  advice, 
vould  have  tempered  and  brought  down  the  passicms  of  the 
-stubborn  and  hign  minded,  aad^  in  fine,  that  you  would  have 
proved  an  example  for  them  m  private,  and  in  public,  in 
person,  and  femily."^    The  letter  goes  on  to  show  that  these 
pleasant,  but,  it  may  be,  somewhat  extravagant  anticipations 
like  naany  similar  ones,  had  Hot  been  realized.  They  complain 
of  a  general  neglect  of  pastoral  duty  on  the  part  of  the  pastor. 
The  churdi  had  dwindled  from  thirty  male  members  to 
■eleven.     Mr.  Bradatreet,  not  being  willing  to  unite  in  a  call 
for  a  mutual  council,  on  the  .26  th  of  April  1815,  an  ex-parte 
<50uncil,  called  by  the  major  part  of  the  male  church  mem- 
bers, met  in  Chester.    In  their  result  they  say,  "the  council 
must  egress  their  decided  opioodon  that,  these  difficulties  de- 
mand   immeediate  Mtention,  and  may,  and  ou^t,  to  be 
brought  to  an  issue  or  submitted  to  a  mutual  council,  in  the 
course  of  three  months  firom  ihe  present  time ;  but,  if  an 
•event,  so  desirable,  should  not,  in  that  space,  be  realized, 
this  council,  on  being  notified,  will  again  convene  in  this 
place,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  August  next,  to  afibrd  any 
turner  advice  and  assistanoe  which  me  state  of  things  may 
require.**    Ju  this  council,  fiev.  Jeremiah  Baanard  was  mod- 
erator,  Eev.   John  H.  -Church  was  scribe.    In  compliance 
vrith  this  advice,  Mr.  Bradstreet  agreed  to  unite  in  calling  a 
mutual  council.  In  making  Hie  arrangements,  however,  there 
"was  a  disagreement  in  regard  to  ilie  fonn  of  tlie  letters  mis- 
43ive.    The  aggricDrod  members  finally  recalled  their  fonner 
<Jouncil  with  the  addition  of  two  other  churches.     This  coun- 
cil met  in  €hest^  Oct  11th,  1815.    They  persuaded  the 
4^0  pajrties  to  imite  in  calling  a  mutual  council,  whidi  was 
econvened  m  Chester  Nov.  7th,  1815,  and  contmuedin  session 
for  eight  days.    Eev.   Mr.  Abbott,  of  Hampton  Falls,  was 
gnoderator,  ;Bev-  I>r.  Harris,  of  Dunlaxton^  was  scribe. — 
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Chains  against  Mr  Bradstreet  were  presented  hj  tite  ag- 
grieved members  and  hy  Mr.  Bradstreet  in  return.  In  their 
result  the  council  say,  "  In  the  course  of  evidence  exhibited 
to  this  council,  they  nave  been  convinced  that,  tinless  a  better 
understanding  between  the  pastor,  his  church,  and  the  par- 
ish in  this  place,  can  be  had,  and  that  soon,  both  the  com- 
fort and  Tisefulness  of  the  pastor  must  be  at  an  end.  As 
peace  makers,  we  recommend  to  them  ta  adjust  their  differ- 
ences and  be  at  peace  among  themselves.  But,  if  attempts 
should  prove  unsuccessftQ,  we  cordially  advise  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bradstreet  to  ask  a  dismission  from  the  church  and  peo- 
ple in  this  p&ce  ;  and  we  advise  the  church,  and  earnestly 
recommend  to  the  parish,  to  consent,  that  a  dissolution  be 
effected,  in  a  regular  way,  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  coun- 
cil recommend  to  the  pastor  and  the  church  that,  an 
acc^tance,  by  the  parties,  of  this  result,  should  be  a  final 
settlement  of  all  their  articles  of  charge  against  each  other." 

Although  both  parties  proposed  to  accept  of  the  result,, 
it  did  not  heal  the  difficulties.  Mr.  Bludstreet  applied  to 
the  parish,  instead  of  the  church,  for  a  dismission.  This  the 
parish  refused  to  grant.  Church  meetings  were  called  by  a 
oeacon  of  the  church,  which  appear  to  have  been  attended 
only  by  the  a^rieved  members  who  formed  a  majority  of  the 
church.  On  the  16th  of  April,  1816,  they  pasi^  a  vote  of 
censure  on  Mr.  Bradstreet,  particularly  for  "  non-compliance 
with  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  result  of  mutual 
council,"  and  cited  him  to  appearand  answer  charges  brought 
against  him.  At  the  next  meeting,  April  22d,  Mr.  Brad- 
street was  present,  but  did  not  give  satisfaction,  and  the 
church  "  Voted,  that  the  Rev.  iwathan  Bradstreet  ought^ 
and  he  hereby  is,  suspended  from  his  official  duties  in  this 
church,  as  pastor,  till  the  10th  day  of  May  next.  If  no  sat- 
isfiwtion  is  made  by  him  to  the  church  by,  or  before,  that ' 
time,  they  will  proceed  then,  to  excommumcate  him  from 
the  body,  communion  and  fellowship  of  this  church."  May 
10th  the  church  met  again,  and  Mr.  Bradstreet  sent  them  a 
eommunication,  requesting  that,  they  ^^  should  consent  to  a 
dissolution  of  his  nastoml  relations  to  them  in  the  regular 
way."  The  church  voted,  however,  that  Mr.  Bradstreet 
had  not  given  them  satismction,  and  proceeded  formally  to 
excommunicate  him  from  their  body.  Stating  their  reason* 
at  considerable  length,  they  say,  "  We,  from  a  sense  of  duty 
to  our  GkKi,  to  our  fellow  beings,  and  ourselves,  and  in  con- 
formity to  the  established  usage  of  the  Congregational  chur- 
ches, in  New  England,  Do,  in  the  name  of  the  Father.  Son^ 
and  Holy  Ghost,  excomnuinioate  the  said  KathaaBraostEeet 
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from  the  body  of  this  church,  its  fellowship  and  communion 
from  this  time  henceforth  and  forever  more.  Amen/'  Soon 
after,  Mr.  Bradstreet  and  the  "three  adhering  brethren,"  as 
they  were  called,  passed  votes,  separating  the  seven  "  disaf- 
fected or  withdrawn  members"  from  their  bodv.  The  aggrieved 
members  applied  for  advice  to  the  Haverhill  Association,  of 
which  Mr.  feradstreet  was  a  member,  at  tjieir  session  in 
Hampstead,  June  11th,  1816.  The  Association  rave  some 
advice  to  the  parties,  and  voted,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Brad- 
street,  to  hold  their  next  meeting  in  Chester,  and  "  then 
attend  more  particularly  to  the  subject  and  give  such  judg- 
ment and  advice  as  the  state  of  things  shaU  seem  to  require." 
Mr.  Bradstreet  was  present  and  approved  of  their  advice. — 
The  Association  met  in  Chester  August  13th,  1816. 

The  particular  point,  in  relation  to  which  the  Association 
were  called  upon  to  decide,  was,  whether  the  pastor  or  the 
church  had  complied  with  the  advice  given  by  the  mutual 
council.    After  Hstening  to  full  statements  a  committee  to 
make  a  report  was  appointed,  of  which  Dr.  Church  was 
chairman.    In  the  report  that  was  offered,  regret  was  express- 
ed at  the  course  pursued  by  both  parties,  and  especially  that 
the  church  should  "  so  hastily  censure,  suspend,  and  excom- 
municate, their  pastor,  and  especially,  as  m  so  doing,  their 
votes  were  founded  on  chains  and  for  reasons  which,  the 
Association  do  not  feel  satisfied  would  authorize  them  to 
excommunicate  their  pastor."      It  was  affectionately  and 
earnestly  recommended,  "  that  the  church  rescind  their  votes, 
and  that  Mr.  Bradstreet  and  the  members  with  him  rescind 
their  votes,  which  have  been  passed  since  the  separation.   The 
Association  also  feel  constrained  to  add,  from  a  tender  regard 
to  Mr.  Bradstreet  as  a  member  of  their  body,  and,  to  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  this  sister  church  and  religious  socie- 
ty, that,  it  is  their  unanimous  opinion  and  advice,  that  the 
comfort  of  Mr.  Bradstreet,  the  edification  of  this  church  and 
the  best  interests  of  this  parish,  require  that  they  should  all 
consent  to  a  separation,  on  terms  favorable  to  him  and  them^ 
and,  that  a  mutual  council  should  be  called  for  this  j)urpose, 
without  unnecessary  delay."    This  report  was  unanimously 
approved  by  the  Association.    Neither  the  church,  nor  the 
pastor,  were  willing  to  comply  with  the  advice,  and  at  the 
next  meeting  of  Association,  in  Salem,  Oct.  8th,  1816,  seve- 
ral members  of  the  church  in  Chester  made  communications. 
Mr.  Bradstreet  was  also  present.    In  the  report  which  the 
Association  unanimously  adopted  at  this  time,  they  decjare, 
'^  It  appears  no  effectual  measures  have  been  taken  by  dth- 
er  party,  to  comply  with  the  advice  of  Association,  which  was 
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given  at  their  last  session.  The  Association  have  no  fiir- 
ther  advice  to  give,  except  to  urge  them  to  comply  with  ad- 
vice already  given.  And  things  have  come  to  such  a  crisis, 
that  the  Association  must  insist  upon  a  comi)liance  with  their 
advice,  in  order  to  their  continmng  in  christian  fellowship 
either  with  Mr.  Bradstreet  or  the  members  of  the  church 
who  have  dissented  from  him.  The  Association  would,  how- 
ever unreservedly  express  their  full  conviction  that,  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  pastoral  relation  between  Mr.  Bradstreet  and  the 
church,  is  indispensable  to  the  comfort  of  both  and  the  pros- 
perity of  Zion  in  that  place." 

The  church,  at  first,  refused  to  comply  with  the  advice  of 
the  Association  but  finally  rescinded  their  votes  of  censure 
and  excommunication  against  Mr.  Bradstreet.  Mr.  Bradstreet 
and  the  three  "adhering  members,"  also  rescinded  their  votes 
against  the  "withdrawn  members."  At  a  church  meeting 
held  Sept.  12th,  1817,  "  The  pastor  requested  a  dismission 
from  his  pastoral  Alations,  which  request  was  granted." 
This  action  was  approved  and  confirmed  by  a  mutual  coim- 
cil,  Oct.  7th  of  the  same  year.  Thus  ended  these  protracted 
difficulties.  During  Mr.  Bradstreet's  ministry  of  twenifr 
four  years,  according  to  the  records  kept  by  mmself,  there 
were  twenty  seven  aomissions  to  the  church  by  profession  and 
letter.  Forty  three  owned  the  covenant.  There  were  198 
baptisms.  Rev.  Nathan  Bradstreet  was  bom  in  Ipswich  Ms. 
1770,  graduated  at  Dartmouth  1791,  studied  Theology  at 
Newburyport,  was  settled  Oct.  30th,  1793,  dismissed  Sept. 
12th,  1817,  and  died,  (committed  suicide,)  Jan.  29,  1827. 

Mr.  Leonard  Jewett  of  HoUis  was  next  employed  and 
preached  nearly  a  year,  and  his  health  fidled. 

In  December  1819,  a  call  was  given  by  the  church  and  pa- 
rish, to  Mr.  Joel  R.  Arnold,  to  settle  over  them  in  the  gos- 
Sel  ministry.  He  accepted  this  call  and  was  ordained,  March 
th,  1820.  He  was  settied  on  the  condition  that,  the  con- 
nection might  be  dissolved  at  the  option  of  either  party,  by 
giving  six  months  notice.  This  ministry  was  a  very  suc- 
cessful one.  It  was  the  era  of  revivals,  and  the  church  in 
Chester  was  richly  blessed.  During  his  ministry  there  were 
110  additions  to  the  church  ;  34  adult,  and  90  infant  bap- 
tisms. He  was  dismissed  March  31st,  1830.  It  is  said  that 
only  one  member  of  his  church  could  be  induced  to  vote 
against  him.    The  opposition  to  him  was  out  of  the  church. 

In  August  of  1830  the  church  and  parish  extended  a  call 
to  Bev.  Jonathan  Clement,  D.  D.,  which  was  accepted.  He 
was  settled  Oct.  13th  of  the  seune  year.  During  Mr.  Clem- 
ent's stay  in  Chester  there  were  extensive  reviveus,  in  which 
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his  people  largely  shared.  In  the  course  of  his  ministiy 
there  were  207  additions  to  the  church.  Only  12  adult  bap- 
tisms ^re  recorded,  and  194  infant  baptisms.  Mr.  Clement 
was  dismissed  by  a  mutual  council  Sept.  10th,  1845.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  Middlebury  College  in  1818.  For  ten  years  he 
was  teacher  at  Phillips  Academy,  Andover.  The  present 
pastor,  Rev.  Lauren  Ajmsby ,  began  to  preach  in  Chester  Jan. 
1846,  received,  and  in  April  accepted  a  call,  and  was  settled 
May  27th.  He  graduated  at  Amherst  1842.  During  his 
ministry  there  have  been  84  additions  to  the  church — 18  adult 
baptisms  and  41  infant  baptisms.  There  are  now  195  mem- 
bers in  the  church. 


DANVILLE. 

By  a  legislative  enactment,  Danville  was  incorporated, 
Feb.  22,  1760.  It  is  not  known  when  a  church  originated 
here,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have- been  previous  to  the  settle- 
ment of  a  pastor.  Great  sacrifices  must  have  been  made  to 
secure  the  administration  of  the  gospel,  for,  sixty  years  after 
the  church  was  formed,  there  were  but  228  souls  in  town. 
Yet,  in  less  than  three  years  after  they  became  a  town,  they 
united  in  calling  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  Mr.  John  Page 
a  native  of  Salem,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard.  He  was  or- 
dained Dec.  21,  1763,  and  exercised  his  ministry  for  twenty 
years,  until  death  removed  him  from  the  scenes  of  earthly 
toil,  Jan.  29,  1783.  The  self-denial  which  established  the 
gospel  here  would  probably  have  continued  to  sustain  it,  had' 
the  town  been  united,  and  left  to  its  own  course.  The  church 
has  become  one  of  the  things  that  were, — ^very  little"  reUgious 
influence  is  felt  in  the  place. 


DEBRFIELD. 

Rev.   U.  W.  CONDIT. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  town  or  church  records  relating  to 
the  organization  of  the  Congregational  church.  But,  in  the 
town  records,  we  find  this  accourit  of  the  organization  of  the 
parish.  "  Anno  fiegis  Qeoi^  tertii,  Magnee  Britaniae, 
Franc®,  et  Hibemi®,  sexto  :  [Seal.]  An  act  for  erecting 
and  incorporating  a  new  parish,  in  the  North  westerly  part 
of  the  Town  of  Nottingham  in  this  province."    The  reasons 
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assigned  by  the  petitioners  for  a  new  parish  were,  that  they 
had  to  go  ten  miles  to  meeting,  and  that  they  were  able  to 
maintain  religious  worship  as  a  distinct  parish.  George  III. 
cdtoe  to  the  throne,  1760  ;  the  new  parish  of  Deerfield  was, 
therefore,  incorporated  in  1766,  and,  doubtless,  the  church 
was  immediately  oi^anized. 

Kev.  Timothy  Upham  was  the  first  pastor  of  this  church, 
having  been  ordainea  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  in  1772, 
six  years  after  the  parish  was  organized.  We  find  the  fol- 
lowing record  of  his  death:  "Feb.  21,  1811,  Departed  this 
life,  in  the  sixty  fourth  year  of  his  age,  after  having  continued 
among  us,  nearly  fortjr  years,  a  prudent,  active  and  faithful 
labourer  in  Christ's  Vmeyard,  the  Rev.  Timothy  Upham.  He 
was' taken  as  we^trust  to  heaven,  to  receive  the  reward  of  his 
faithful  and  long  continued  labours." 

Rev.  Nathamel  Wells,  of  the  town  of  Wells  in  Maine, 
was  ordained  mstor  of  this  church,  July  1,  1812.,  and  con- 
tinued his  labors  till  September  1841,  a  period  of  twenty- 
nine  years.  He  still  lives,  an  ornament  to  the  profession  he 
so  long  adorned  ;  beloved  by  all  who  know  him  ;  revered  by 
those  who  have  grown  up  by  his  side,  and  under  his  influ- 
ence ;  a  great  help  to  the  present  pastor  of  the  church  by 
his  earnest  prayers,  and  hearty  sjrmpathy,  and  patriarchal 
example.  When  father  Wells  retired  fi-om  the  pastorate, 
the  church  and  society  kindly  gave  him  the  parsonage  and 
form,  on  which  he  lives  in  quiet  retirement.  "  leaning  upon 
the  top  of  his  staff,"  and  calmly  awaiting  nis  summons  to 
depart  and  be  with  Christ. 

.  Kev.  Ephraim  N.  Hidden  was  ordained  pastor  of  this 
church  Sept.  1841,  and  continued  his  services  till  Oct.  1849. 

Rev.  William  A.  Patten  was  ordained  pastor  of  this  church 
church  July  18,  1850,  and  continued  his  services  till  July 
21  1852.    '      '         '  ^ 

Rev.  U.  W.  Condit  was  installed  pastor  of  this  church, 
July  10,  1855,  and  is  the  present  pastor.  From  the  dismiss- 
ion of  Rev.  W.  A.  Patten  to  the  settlement  of  the  present 
rtor  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Fobes  and 
F.  Abbott.  In  order  to  show  the  efforts  of  the  early  set- 
tlers to  establish  the  gospel  here,  and  their  high  apprecia- 
tion of  religious  privileges,  we  transcribe  the  terms  ujyon 
which  the  first  pastor  was  settled.  "  Voted,  that  the  parish 
agree  to  allow  Mr.  Timothy  Upham  £60  lawful  money, 
for  the  first  year's  salaray,  to  be^n  the  first  day  of  March 
next^  and  to  add  £5  yearly,  tiU  it  amounts  to  £75,  and  to 
contmue  the  same  salary  so  long  as  he  continues  a  r^ular 
minister ;  and  likewise^  to  build  a  house  on  the  parsonage 
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lott  where  the  Meeting-house  was  framed^  forty  two  by  thirty 
two,  two  stories  high,  with  a  commodious  cellar,  and  welly 
the  outside  to  be  enclosed  so  as  to  be  comfortable,  and  two 
rooms  to  be  finished  according  to  country  mode,  within 
one  year  from  this  date  ;  meaning,  to  consult  with  our 
Elected  pastor  ;  the  other  part  of  the  house  to  be  finished  in  ^ 
four  years  from  this  date.  A  bam  to  be  built,  thirty  two  by 
thirty,  within  one  year  from  this  date  ;  likewise,  to  keep 
his  horse  for  one  year  from  the  said  first  of  March  ;  the  sec- 
ond year,  one  horse  and  one  cow  ;  the  third  year,  one  horse 
and  two  cows,  and  after  that  time,  we  engage,  that  there 
shall  be  land  enough  cleared  on  the  parsonage,  to  keep  two 
cowB,  one  horse  and  ten  sheep,  summer  and  winter,  in  a 
middling  season,  and  to  be  well  fenced,  and.  we  must  keep 
said  fence  in  repair,  bvt,  the  meaning  is  that  the  said  Mr, 
Upham  shall  have  the  whole  profits  of  the  parsonage,  except 
wood  and  timber,  so  long  as  he  continues  to  be  a  regular 
Minister  of  the  Gospel,  according  to  the  congregational  con- 
stitution ;  and  also,  twenty  five  cords  of  wc^  att  his  house 
yearly,  and  his  salary  to  begin  from  the  time  of  his  settle- 
ment according  to  the  proposal  for  the  first  year,  tiQ  the  said 
first  day  of  March  commences."  Such  care  and  kindness,  on 
the  part  of  the  people  must  have  awakened  in  the  mind  of 
the  pastor,  the  uveUest  interest  in  their  welfare  and  must 
have  cemented  a  union  which  lasted  nearly  forty  years,  and 
then  only  terminated  by  death.  With  like  care  the  people 
of  this  parish  have  ever  watched  over  the  wants  of  their 
spiritual  shepherd,  as  anxious  for  his  comfort  as  for  their  own. 
Rev.  Mr.  Wells  settled  m  1812,  with  a  salary  of  $400  and 
a*n  ample  parsonage  ;  Rev.  Messrs.  Hidden  and  Patten  set- 
tled, each,  with  a  salary  of  $500.  Rev.  U.  W.  Condit, 
settled  in  1855,  with  a  salary  of  $  600.  A  house  of  worship 
was  erected,  it  is  believed,  soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  first 
Minister.  The  frame  ot  this  house  was  raised  on  ground 
given  by  Stephen  Bachelder,  but  before  it  was  covered,  it 
was  taken  down  by  vote  of  the  parish,  and  removed  to  Chaise's 
HiU.  The  Meeting-house  remained  on  this  mount  of  Ghxi, 
through  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Mr.  Upham,  and,  tiU  near  the 
close  of  Rev.  Mr.  Well's  ministry,  when  it  was  taken  down, 
converted  into  the  present  town-house,  and  the  present 
house  of  worship  erected.  The  parish  is  now  providing  a 
new  and  commodious  Parsonage.  As  nearly  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, there  have  been  262  members  of  the  church  since  its 
organization.  It  now  numbers  105.  There  have  been  174 
inmnt  baptisms.  The  duty  of  infant  consecration  has  ^  of 
late  been  pressed  upon  the  people,  with  a  desire  to  bring 
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back  the  church,  to  its  origmal  aflSection  for  this  doctine  of 
traininff  up  our  children  for  the  church  of  God. 

We  have  no  account  of  revivals,  in  this  church,  till  1831, 
when  the  Spirit  was  poured  out  in  great-power.  To  give  an 
idea  of  this  work  we  citQ  an  incident.  The  youngest  son  of 
^  Rev.  Mr.  Wells  was  then  a  boy  about  ten  years  of  age,  and 
attending  ^hool.  On  a  pleasant  day,  one  of  the  scholars,  a 
little  older  than  himself,  invited  him  to  go  into  the  woods, 
without  revealing  his  purposes.  And  when  he  arrived  in  the 
shade  of  the  green  woods,  he  was  surprised  to  find  a  number 
of  little  groups  holding  prayer  meetings  in  nature's  temple. — 
About  60  were  gathered  into  the  church.  Revivals  also  oc- 
curred in  1835  and  1838  bringing  in  50  members.  To  show 
the  high  value  set  upon  a  pastor  by  our  ancestors,  we  relate 
the  foflowing  facts.  After  father  Wells  had  accepted  a  call 
from  the  parish,  the  people  made  arrangements  to  move  his 
family  and  effects.  A  number  of  carriages  were  sent  to  con- 
vey ms  family  and  furniture,  and  when  the  pastor  and  fiwn- 
ily  had  arrived  at  Nottingham  Square,  they  were  met  by  a 
procession  of  about  forty  carriages,  and  escorted  to  the  par- 
sonage. And  when  arnved  at  the  parsonage,  the  company 
formed  themselves  into  lines  extendmg  from  the  street  seve- 
ral rods,  to  the  entrance  of  the  house,  between  which  the 
pastor  and  his  family  passed  to  his  future  home,  to  meet  with 
such  an  entertainment  as  his  parishioners  knew,  so  well,  how 
to  provide.  Forty  years  have  passed,  and  when  reciting  this 
incident,  the  venerable  countenance  of  the  aged  pastor  was 
lighted  up  with  pleasant  smiles,  and  tears  came,  imbidden,  in 
remembrance  of  such  kindness  from  friends  who,  with  three 
or  four  exceptions,  have  passed  away.  There  are  now  116 
members  in  the  church.  There  is  not  a  place  in  town  where 
intoxicating  drinks  are  sold  as  a  beverage. 


DERRY. 

First  CHxracH.—Rey.  J.  W.  Wsllmait. 

On  the  12th  of  April  1719,  old  style,  under  a  large  oak, 
at  the  east  end  of  lake  Tsienneto,**  as  the  Indians  named  it, 
or  Beaver  Pond,  as  it  is  now  more  conmionly  called.  Rev.  Jas. 
McGregore  delivered  from  Isaiah  32 :  2,  the  first  sermon  ever 
preached  in  Derry,  then  called  Nutfield.  The  preacher  was 
a  Scotch  Presbyterian  minister,  "of  distinguished  talents." 
His  audience  wais  a  company  of  Scotch  Irish  emigrants  from 

*PiononDced|  Sho-ne'-to. 
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the  north  of  Ireland^  who,  only  the  day  before,  had  reached  the 
shores  of  this  beautiful  lake,  then  embosomed  in  an  unbroken 
wilderness.  Soon  after  this,  those  pious  emigrants,  sixteen 
fiBunilies  in  all,  organized  thanselves  mto  a  church  and  society, 
modeled  after  the  Presbyterian  form,  and  presented  to  Mr, 
McGregore  a  formal  call  to  become  their  pastor.  As  there 
was  then  no  Presbytery  in  New  England,  they  found  their 
church  polity  not  applicable  to  all  the  exigencies  of  the  church 
militant.  They  therefore  cheerftilly  coinormed,  for  the  time 
being,  to  the  pnnciples  of  Independency,  and  on  an  appointed 
day,  with  appropriate  religious  services,  the  minister  received 
the  people  as  his  pastoral  charge,  and  they  received  him  as 
their  pastor.  The  text  from  which  Mr.  McGregore  preached 
his  own  installation  sermon  was  Ezelriel  37 :  26.  He  had 
received  ordination  in  Ireland  to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
Thus  was  formed  the  first  Presbyterian  church  in  New 
England.  At  a  conununion  season  four  years  after,  there 
was  present  two  hundred  and  thirty  commimicants.  On  a 
similar  occasion,  some  ten  years  after  the  formation  of  the 
church,  there  were  present  tnree  hundred  and  seventy  five. 
Mr.  McGregore  died  March  5, 1729,  aged  seventy  two.  "His 
personal  appearance  was  commanding ;  his  stature,  tall  and 
erect."  '^He  possessed  a  vigorous  and  discriminating  mind," 
and  "was  strictly  evangelical,  in  his  doctrinal  views,  and 
peculiary  spiritual  and  experimental,  in  his  preaching."  He 
was  "a  wise,  affectionate,  and  fidthiul  guide  to  his  people  both 
in  civil  and  religious  matters.  His  name  and  memory  were 
most  tenderly  cherished  by  his  bereaved  flock  and  succeeding 
generations." 

Very  soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  McGregore,  the  Rev. 
Matthew  Clark  was  invited  to  officiate  as  minister,  but  was 
not  installed  as  the  pastor  of  the  parish.  Mr.  Clark,  at  this 
time  was  about  70  years  of  age.  He  had  been  a  military 
officer  in  the  Protestant  army  in  Ireland,  and  served  at  the 
memorable  si^  of  Londonderry.  Subsequently  he  became 
a  preacher  of  the  gosjjel,  and  followed  some  of  his  companions 
in  arms^  and  other  friends,  to  this  town.  Tie  marriedj  as  his 
third  wife,  the  widow  of  Mr.  McGregore.  He  supplied  the 
pulpit  and  performed  pastoral  labor  for  the  people,  for  about 
four  years,  when  he  gave  up  his  charge  to  a  regularly  installed 
,  successor.  He  died  Jan.  25,  1735,  aged  seventy  six.  At 
the  communion  season  Oct.  8,  1732,  six  hundred  communi- 
cants were  present.  Oct.  6,  1734,  only  fifteen  years  after  the 
formation  of  the  church,  seven  hundred  were  present  This 
large  number  of  communicants  was  owing  to  several  causes ; 
first,  to  the  iEact  that  the  standard  of  quafification  for  church 
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membership  in  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  church,  is  such,  that 
any  person  of  good  moral  character,  and  of  ordinary  intelli- 
gence upon  the  doctrines  of  the  catechism,  who  will  give  his 
assent  to  the  creed  of  the  church,  can  be  admitted ;  secondly, 
to  the  fact  that  there  were  but  two  sacramental  seasons  in  the 
year,  to  which  the  people  attached  the  greatest  importance, 
attending  meeting  for  religious  services  and  preaching,  on 
Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  immediately  preceding  the 
commimion  Sabbath,  and  also,  on  the  Monday  immediately 
following ;  and  thirdly,  to  the  fact,  that  it  was  then  custo- 
mary for  the  people  of  the  neighboring  towns,  especially  for 
those  who  had  gone  out  from  this  town  to  come,  on  these 
occasions,  and  participate  with  the  church  in  this  sacred 
observance.  Still,  it  is  probable  that  the  number  of  resident 
members  was  very  large,  including,  as  it  doubtless  did,  by 
for  the  larger  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

In  1732,  tte  town  commissioned  Mr.  Robert  Boyes  to  go 
to  Ireland,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Rev.  Mr.  McBride  of 
BaUymony,  select  and  invite  "a  suitable,  well  qualified,  and 
accredited  minister  to  take  chaise  of  them  in  the  Lord,  en- 
gaging to  pay  any  one  who  should  consent  to  come,  £140 
annusuly,  besides  the  expenses  of  his  voyage,  and  also,  to 
rive  him,  as  a  settlement,  one  half  of  a  home-lot  and  a  hun- 
dred-acre out-lot.  In  Oct.  1733,  Mr.  Boyes  returned  with 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Thompson,  who,  on  the  eve  of  his  depar- 
ture was  ordained  by  the  Presbytery  of  Tyrone,  as  pastor  of 
the  colonial  church  in  Londonderry.  Mr.  Thompson  was 
twenty-nine  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  the  people  of  his 
charge,  and  he  labored  with  them  only  five  years,  when  he 
died,  Sept.  22,  1738.  He  was  a  very  faithful  and  accepta- 
ble pastor,  and  under  his  labors  the  church  was'much  enlarged. 
During  his  connection  with  the  church,  it  had  the  largest 
number  of  communicants  which  it  has  ever  had,  having,  in 
one  instance,  at  least  seven  hundred  present  at  the  com- 
munion season.  On  some  of  these  occasions,  the  number 
was  so  large,  according  to  the  traditions  of  the  people,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  nold  the  services  of  the  sacrament  in 
the  open  air.  » 

In  1739,  the  parish  and  church  extended  a  call  to  the  Rev. 
William  Davidson,  engaging  to  give  him  £160,  as  a  settle- 
ment, and  the  same  sum,  annually^  as  his  salary.*  Mr. 
Davidson  was  installed  in  1740.      He  married  the  widow  of 


*  Every  thing  considered,  probably  few  ministers  if  any,  now  in  the  State,  receive  a 
■alary  so  large  as  this,  Mr.  DaTidson  received,  inclodlng  his  settlement,  three  liundred 
and  twenty  pounds,  the  first  year.  At  that  time  the  Governor  of  the  colony  received  ona 
hundred  pounds.  But,  at  the  present  time,  a  clerk  tn  arail-road  office  receives  a  larger 
Mdary  than  ibe  great  oiaiority  of  the  ministers  of  the  State. 
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Mr.Tliompicm  hkioedeoeflflor^Qd  was  ihe  pastorofl^  diurch 
for  more  ihan  ifty  years.  He  died  Feb.  15th,  1791,  aged 
fleirentyHseven  years.  Be  was  bom  in  Irdand,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  the  nniyersity  in  Scotland,  graduating,  in  1733,  at 
the  early  age  of  nineteen.  He  is  described  as  having  been 
peculiarly  imld  and  amiable  in  his  disposition,  and  sincerely 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  peope,  bv  whom  he  was 
greatly  beloved.  He  was  not  an  exact  weolo^n,  nor  a  very 
efiectivo  preacher.  It  was  during  his  ministry  that  tm 
^^  great  awakening"  occurred  in  New  England.  At  this  time, 
the  celebrated  Whitefield  preached  in  Londonderry,  and  the 
West  Parish  in  the  town,  to  a  very  considerate  degree,  par- 
ticipated in  the  general  awakening  of  the  churches.  But 
llr.  Davidson,  who  was  pastor  of  the  East  Parish,  gave  the 
new  movem^it  no  countenance  whatever.  In  this  he  was  sus- 
tained by  his  people,  and  consequently  his  church  remained 
unbl^.  Sul^equently,  the  discipline  of  the  church  was  so 
much  neglected,  and  Yital  piety  so  much  declined,  that  there 
was  scarcely  any  distinction  between  the  church  and  the^ 
world. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Davidson,  the  church  remained 
vacant  for  about  four  years.  In  1795,  a  call  was  extended 
to  ihe  Bev.  Jonathan  Brown,  and  he  was  ordained  as  pastor 
of  the  church,  by  the  Londonderry  Presbytery.  A  large  mi- 
nority of  the  parish,  however,  made  a  determined  opposition 
to  his  settlement,  and  earnestly  remonstrated  against  his  or- 
dination. But  tne  Presbytery  disr^arded  the  remonstran- 
ces, and  i^aced  him  over  the  d^urch.  The  minority  subse- 
quently withdrew  from  the  parish  and  formed  a  Congrega- 
tional churdi  Bod  Society,  the  latter  of  which  was  incorporated 
I7  an  act  of  the  Legidature  under  the  name  o£  the  '^  Third 
Parish  in  Londonderry.''  This  Congregational  Church  main* 
tained  separate  wotship  tor  about  twelve  yeaars.  Mr.  Brown's 
ministry  continued  until  Sept.  1804,  about  nine  years^  when 
^^inconsequence  of  renewed  opposition  and  alleged  unpra- 
iiraices,''  he  was  dionissed^  at  his  own  request.  He  was  never 
a^ain  settled  in  the  ministiy.  He  died  in  February  1838, 
eidity  years  of  age. 

In  1809  the  Krst  (or  Presbyterian)  Parish,  and  the  Third 
(or  Congregational)  Paridi,  chose  a  jomt  committee  to  con- 
sider t£rir  differences,  and  to  draft  articles  of  agreement, 
witha  view  to  unite  the  two  parishes.  The  artides  of  agree- 
ment, reported  by  this  committee,  were  adopted,  with  Euught 
amendments,  by  both  Societies,  aud  thus  the  two  parishes 
yrere  made  one.  These  articles  of  agreement  prescribed, 
among  other  things,  thatthe  minister  ot  the  parish  should  be 
4 
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ordained  by  ^^a  convention  of  ministeFB  and  del^ates"  selec- 
ted by  the  candidate  and  the  parish ;  also,tliat,  in  any  case 
of  discijtoie,  if  any  appeal  is  made,  it  should  be  made  to  a 
"  convention  of  ministers  and  delegates ;"  and,  "that,  in  case 
of  any  dispute  arising  between  the  church  and  minister,  the 
same  shall  be  submitted  to  a  convention  of  ministers  and 
delegates."  They  likewise  prescribed  that,  the  church  should 
be  governed  by  the  minister  and  a  committee  of  twelve 
men,  members  of  the  church,  which  committee  should  be 
chosen  by  the  parish  once  in  three  years.  But  in  no  respect 
do  these  articles  reco^ze  any  allegiance,  on  the  part  of  the 
church,  to  the  Presb^ry.  Soon  after,  the  new  parish  was 
incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  tmder  the  name  of 
"  The  First  Parish  in  Londonderry."  After  the  union  of  the 
two  parishes^  the  two  churches  took  measures  to  effect  a 
corresponding  union.  They  "  mutually  chose  a  committee 
of  six  members  to  draft  articles  of  agreement."  At  a  subse- 
quent meeting  of  the  two  churches,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, including  a  creed  and  covenant  for  the  proposed  new 
church,  was  adopted.  At  the  same  meeting,  the  two  chur- 
ches took  the  foUowing  action :  "  Voted,  to  resolve  ourselves 
into  (me  church,  engaging  to  walk  together  corresponding  to 
the  articles  of  agreement  upon  which  our  union  is  founded^ 
according  to  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel."  Thus  a  hajppy 
union  was  effected,  and  the  bitter  ahenations  and  animosities 
of  the  several  preceding  years  began  to  be  buried.  The  new 
church  was  essentially  Congregational  in  its  form,  ftilly  rec- 
Offuizing  the  doctrines  of  the  independency  of  each  local 
church  and  the  propriety  of  advice  and  aid  &om  sister  chur- 
ches. Its  creed  and  covenant  was  also  the  same,  in  substance, 
that  are  usually  adopted  in  the  Evangelical  Congregational 
churches  of  New  England.  In  consequence  of  tnis  change^ 
a  few  members  of  the  old  Presbyterian  church  reftised  to  umte 
with  the  new  church,  but  they  occasioned  no  serious  difficul- 
ty. This  church  has  continuedunchanged  in  its  form  of  gov- 
ernment down  to  the  present  time.  It  was  originally  caUed, 
The  First  Church  in  Londonderry.  Its  name  now  is,  The 
First  Church  in  Berry, ^ 

On  the  7th  of  May  1810,  the  First  Parish  voted  to  extend 
a  call  to  the  Rev.  Edward  L.  Parker.  The  ccdl  having  been 
accepted,  in  accordance  with  the  articles  of  agreement,  letters 
missive  were  sent  to  several  churches,  convening  an  Ecclesias- 
tical council,  which  ordained  Mr.  Parker  on  the  12th  of  Sept. 

•  In  the  year  18SI6  the  town  of  Londondeny  ww  divided  into  two  town*,  the  eaatera 
diTision  receiTing  the  name  of  Deny,  and  the  wettem  dtrisioo  retaining  the  name  of 
Londondemr. 
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1810.  He  was  bom  in  Litehfield,  N.  H.,  graduated  at  Dart- 
month,  and  pursued  his  theological  studies^  partly  under 
Prof.  Shurtleff  of  Dartmouth,  and  partly  under  Dr.  Wor- 
cester of  Salem,  Ms.  His  ministry  of  forty  years  in  Deny, 
was  one  of  great  usdulness.  He  has  been  called  a  model 
pastor.  He  was  a  man  of  untiriog  diligence,  and  was  whol- 
ly devoted  to  the  work  of  "savii^hir^lf  and  those  that 
heard  him."  It  has  often  been  said  that  his  life  is  appropri- 
ately written,  in  the  emphatic  words  inscribed  upon  his  tomb 
stone :  "  Not  slothful  in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the 
Lord."  During  his  long  pastorate,  the  church  enjoyed  an 
unusual  degree  of  harmony  and  prosperity.  The  articles  of 
a^ement  which  had  so  auspiciouslv  united  the  two  chur- 
ches and  parishes,  remained  essentially  unchanged,  and  conse- 
quently, the  organization  of  the  church  and  parish  was  the 
same  at  the  end,  as  at  the  beginning,  of  his  ministry.*  Dur- 
ing these  forty  years,  there  were  "repeated  and  powerful 
manifestations  of  divine  grace."  There  were  eight  revivals 
of  reli^on.  As  the  result  of  one  of  these  seasons  of  religious 
interest,  that  of  1837-8,  over  one  hundred  persons  were  added 
to  the  church,  and  ninety-six  pf  them  upon  a  single  sabbath. 
Mr.  Parker  died  July  14th,  1850,  aged  66,  and  was  buried 
in  the  same  cemetery  with  his  five  predecessors  in  the  minis- 
terial office.  Barely  can  it  be  saia  of  a  church,  as  old  as 
this,  that  all  its  pastors  down  to  the  present,  sleep  together 
in  its  own  church  yard. 

The  present  pastor,  Rev.  J.  W.  Wellman,  was  ordained  Jime 
18,  1851.  Tfe  church  and  society  ]f>roceeded  in  this  case,  as 
in  the  case  of  Mr  Parker,  according  to  the  articles  of  Agree- 
ment, and  ordained  their  pastor,  elect,  by  an  Ecclesiastical 
council  The  number  of  members  now  in  the  church  is  two 
hundred  and  fifty-two. 


DERBY. 

FimsT  CoxoBSOATioN AL  Chxtbch.— Rev.  E.  G.  Pamoks. 

The  Lower  Village  in  Derry  lies  upon  the  Turnpike,  about 
a  mile  from  the  First  Parish  Meeting-house.  Pinkerton 
Academy  is  established  here.  The  concentration  of  business 
and  population  at  this  place,  created  a  necessity  for  a  sepa- 

•  Mr.  Parker  was  himself  a  Presbyterian  and  a  member  of  the  Londonderry  Presbyterv ; 
and  daring  his  ministry  his  church  was  represented  at  the  meetings  of  the  Presbytery  by 
a  delegate.  This  occasioned  the  rery  general  impression  thst  this  was  a  strictly  Presby- 
terian chnrch.  It  shoald  be  Icnown,  BoweTer,  that  the  Articles  of  Agreement  do  not 
reeogniae  any  Presbytery. 
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rate  place  of  worship.  A  Meeting-house  was  erected  by  the 
Methodists,  in  which  enterprise  many  of  the  people  of  the 
village  who  were  not  of  tnis  persuasion,  united.  The  re- 
moval of  the  place  of  worship  m  Londonderry  to  a  more  dis- 
tant point,  induced  a  considerable  number  of  fiunilies,  living 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Village,  to  unite  with  the  people  here. 
In  the  year  1837  measures  were  taken  "  to  form  a  Congre- 
gational Church."  A  Council  met  Aug.  3, 1837,  and  organ- 
ized "The  First  Congr^ational  Church  in  Derry"  with 
sixty-four  members, — twenty  males,  and  forty-four  females, 
of  whom  forty  came  from  the  First  Church,  and  twenty- 
three  from  the  church  in  Londonderry,  and  one  from  Pel- 
ham.  In  the  course  of  a  few  months,  thirteen  others  were 
received  by  letter.  In  the  same  year  the  Society  erected  a 
neat  and  convenient  Meeting-house. 

Mr.  Pliny  P.  Day,  a  recent  graduate  from  Andover,  was 
ordained  pastor  Oct,  4, 1837.  Mr.  Day's  ministry  was  con- 
tinued here  thirteen  and  a  half  years,  when,  early  in  the 
year  1851,  he  was,  at  his  own  request,  dismissed. 

On  the  first  day  of  Oct.  following.  Rev.  E.  G.  Parsons, 
the  present  pastor,  was  installed.  In  tne  course  of  Mr.  Day's 
mimstry  this  church  witnessed,  on  several  occasions,  a  phare 
of  the  special,  divine  influence,  graciously  bestowed  upon  the 
town.  It  received,  in  fourteen  years,  in  addition  to  the 
original  sixty  four  members,  from  the  world,  one  hundred 


twelve  males,  twenty  seven  females ;  by  dismission,  twenty 
four  males,  thirty-nine  females ;  and  by  exclusion,  six 
males  ;  total  removals,  one .  hundred  and  eight ;  leaving, 
Oct.  1851,  one  hundred  and  twenty  two  memlSrs,  of  whom 
twentv  four  were  non-residents.  Since  the  ktter  date,  the 
church  has  received  eleven  by  profession,  and  by  letter,  fif- 
teen. Nine  have  been  removed  by  death,  and  nine  hy  letter. 
Present  number,  Oct.  1,  1855,  one  hunored  and  tmrty,  of 
whom  twenty  are  non-residents.  During  the  last  three  years, 
this  church  and  society  have,  at  their  annual  collections  for 
objects  of  Christian  benevolence',  increased  in  every  instance, 
the  amount  contributed  the  preceding  years  for  the  same 
object. 

This  church,  from  the  beginning,  has  struggled  against  the 
inconvenience  of  its  situation,  between  largely  endowed  par- 
ishes on  two  sides  of  it,  having  no  endowment  of  its  own 
except  the  annual  liberality  of  its  members  and  friends..  It 
also  suffers  from  the  dechne  of  business,  and  removal,  or 
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deftth  of  many  of  its  mocrt  imibrtant  mippcMrters.  A  portion 
of  ike  pq>uIation  changefi  firequentlj,  imd  1^  new  comerB 
are  not  alwayg  in  sympathy  with  the  Concr^ational  fidth. — 
A  huge  proportion  of  the  yontli  betake  ^mselves  to  more 
inTitine  fields  of  enterprise  or  dnty.  Tet,  throng  divine 
grace,  we  church,  and  the  sodety  connected  with  it,  hold 
tiieir  own,  at  least,  and  are  disposed  to  trust  in  (j(od  and  go 
forward.  It  is  a  net  of  interest  tiiat,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment,  six  of  the  young  men  of  the  congre^tion  are  mem* 
bers  of  coU^,  all  of  whom  are  hopeMly  pious,  and  most  of 
whom  wiU,  probably,  become  ministers  of  the  gospel  Much' 
interest  is  felt  in  tM  educf^on  of  the  young  of  both  sexes. 


EPPING. 

There  are  several  fine  streams  of  water  passing  through 
this  town  which  diversify  the  fiice  of  the  country^  and  place  it 
among  the  more  pleasant  towns  in  the  State.  It  was  settled 
early,  beinff  apart  of  Exeter,  from  whk^  it  was  taken^  and 
incorporated,  Feb.  12, 1741.  The  sentiments  of  the  pnmary 
settlers  were  Orthodox. 

A  church  was  organized  and  Bev.  Bobert  Cutler  settled, 
Dec.  9,  1747.  He  was  a  native  of  Cambridge,  Ms.,  a  grad- 
uate of  Harvard  in  1741,  and  continued  in  the  pastoral  office 
until  Dec.  23, 1755,  a  j^riodof  eiffht  years ;  lOl  were  added 
to  the  churcn  in  his  tmie.  At  ms  nismission  a  charge  of 
immoral  conduct  was  preferred  against  him.  He  was  settled 
again  however  in  Greenwich,  Ms.  in  1760,  and  there  he  went 
to  his  reward,  Feb.  24, 1786,  ased  sixty  ei^t  years. 

Bev.  Josiah  Steams,  was  settied  as  pcustor  here,  March  8th, 
1758,  and  his  pastorate  and  his  life  terminated,  July  25, 1788. 
He  was  bom  at  Billerica,  Ms.,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  1751. 
He  was  a  descendant  from  Isaac  Stearxis^  who  came  from 
En^and  with  €h)v.Wentworth,  in  1630.  Me  was  no  ordinary 
man.  Tall  in  perBon|  of  an  easy  address,  devoutly  pious,  clear, 
full  and  persuasive  m  his  sermons,  sober,  tender,  impressive 
in  oomvenation,  he  was  fitted  to  exert  great  influence.  The 
Meeting-house  was  often  orowded  with  usteners  to  his  earnest 
Bippeak.  He  read  other  books,  but  Dr.  Thayer  of  Kingston 
BUidcilim^^^ihe  Bible  e9pe(daUyw  Hewasan 

unwavering  fiiend  of  liberty.  He  sent  his  sons  into  the  field, 
and,  it  is  said,  made  large  pecuniary  sacrifices  for  the  AnM)r- 
lean  cause.  As  he  readied  home  fix)m  a  State  convention 
in  Exeter,  be  called  lus  children  together,  told  them  that  he 
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had  pledged  himself  for  freedom  against  English  rule  and 
tyranny,  and  added,  ^^K  the  cause  prevail,  it  will  be  a  great 
blessing  to  the  coimtry,  but  if  it  should  fail,  your  poor  old 
j&ither's  head  will  soon  be  a  button  for  a  halter."  347  persona 
were  added  to  the  church  during  his  ministry,  and  1060  were 
baptized.  Some  of  his  sermons  were  printed.  He  suflfered 
lon^  and  severely  but  in  much  patience,  with  a  cancer,  of 
which  he  died,  aged  fifty  seven  years,  after  a  ministry  here  of 
more  than  thirty  vears. 

Rev.  Peter  Holt  was  settled,  Feb.  27, 1793,  and  dismissed 
April  25,  1821 — a  ministry  of  twenty  eight  years.  He  wag 
a  native  of  Andover,  Ms.^  graduate  of  Harvard,  1790.  He 
subsequently  settled  in  Peterborough.  He  died  March  23, 
1851.  He  was  a  man  of  great  worth.  Sixty  seven  persons 
joined  the  church  in  his  time. 

Rev.  Forest  Jefferds,  a  native  of  Wells,  Me.  and  graduate 
of  Bangor  Theo.  Sem.,  1825,  settled  here,  October  ^5, 1826, 
and  remained  till  Oct.  30, 1831, — ^five  years.  Fifteen  individ- 
uals became  members  of  the  church  imder  his  ministry. — 
Rev.  Mr.  Utley  and  Rev.  J.  LeBosquet  supplied  for  a  time. 

Rev.  Calvin  Chapman,  the  fifth  pastor  of  the  church,  a 
native  of  Bethel  Me.,  CTaduate  of  Bowdoin  in  1839,  of  Andover 
in  1842,  was  settled  Dec.  8,  1842,  and  continued  till  April 
14,  1845.  Ninteen  were  received  to  fellowship  in  the  church 
hj  him.  Rev.  Enoch  Corser  was  a  stated  supply  for  some 
tune,  after  Mr.  Chapman  left. 

Rev.  Lyman  White,  a  native  of  Roxbury,  and,  in  1846, 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth,  and  of  Andover  in  1849,  was  em- 
ployed by  the  church,  May  16,  1849,  and  was  settled  Jan.  4, 
1854,  and  remained  as  pastor  about  one  year.  During 
Mr.  White's  fidthful  labors  of  nearly  six  years,  considerable 
increase  of  the  congregation  was  witnessed  and  a  great  in- 
crease in  the  zeal  of  the  people  in  securing  pecuniary  means 
of  support  for  the  ministry.  New  families  nom  diflferent  narts 
of  the  town  took  seats  in  the  house  of  worship;  the  Saboath 
School  had  a  hundred  attendants.  His  ministry  was  a  useftd 
one.  He  has  been  employed  in  Easton,  Ms.  since  leaving 
Bpping.  Sixteen  piersons  joined  the  church  during  his  labors 
here.  It  is  a  beautiiul  town,  there  is  a  pleasant,  convenient 
house  of  worship,  other  denominations  are  not  covering  the 
ground  fully;  it  should  enjoy  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  con- 
stantly, and  is  abundantly  able  to  sustain  'it.  Present 
number  of  the  church,  50.  Population  in  1820,  1558 ;  in 
1850,  1623. 
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FiBtT  Chitbch. 

In  1638,  a  settlement  was  began  here  by  John  Wheel- 
ri^t  and  others.  They  formed  a  civil  compact,  and  chose 
their  maffistrates  in  pojpnlar  assemblies.  Wheeliight  pur- 
diased  of  the  Indians,  in  1629,  the  country  between  the 
Menimack  and  Piscataqua  rivers.  In  conseqoence  of  his 
opinions  he  had  been  banished  from  the  colony  of  Massachu- 
setts. For  an  account  of  the  nature  of  his  offence,  the  reader 
is  rrferred  to  the  Historv  of  Hampton  in  this  work.  In  the 
vear  1638  also,  a  church  of  eight  members  was  formed  by 
liini  and  those  who,  as  his  a&erents,  had  been  dismissed 
from  the  church  in  Boston.  After  three  years.  Exeter  came 
under  the  rule  of  the  colony  that  banished  nim.  Wheel- 
right  and  his  friends  removed  to  Wells  in  Maine,  and  the 
diurch  was  broken  up.  An  attempt  to  form  another  church 
in  Exeter,  was  forbidden  by  the  General  Court  on  account  of 
tiieir  divisions. 

Bev.  Samuel  Dudley  was  the  next  minister.  His  term  of 
service  continued  frx)m  1650  to  Feb.  10,  1683,  the  day  of 
his  deatL  No  chureh  is  known  to  have  existed  during  this 
ministry  of  thirty  three  years.  Mr.  Dudley  was  a  son  of 
Gk)v.  Dudley,  of  whose  character  Farmer  speaks  in  terms  of 
high  approi^.  Cotton  Mather  gives  him  the  credit  of  hav- 
ing done  much,  by  the  "  orthodox  piety''  which  controlled  his 
administration  of  civil  affidrs,  to  save  the  countrv  "from  the 
contagion  of  the  famaUstic  errors^  which  had  like  to  have 
Qfvertumed  all."  His  zeal  in  this  direction  has  been  warmly 
censured  by  manv  who  hold  loose  notions.  But "  the  candid 
and  judicious,"  Farmer  says  of  the  Puritans  generaQy,  "will 
ratiier  wonder  at  the  wisdom  of  the  views,  the  disinterested 
nobleness  of  principle,  the  self-sacrificing  heroism  pf  those 
wonderful  men  to  whom  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  most 
nerfect  institutions  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  known 
among  men."  From  the  character  of  me  &ther  that  of  the 
son  may  be  anticipated.  He  is  spoken  of  as  a  "person  of 
mod  cApadtj  and  learning."  He  received  a  call  to  settle  in 
I^ortsmouth  in  1656,  which  he  declined. 

The  third  minister  of  Exeter,  the  Bev.  John  Clark,  was 
settled  and  a  church  was  organized  at  the  same  time,  consist^ 
ing  of  twenty  eight  persons,  nearly  one  half  of  whom  were 
dismissed  fix)m  Hampton  church  to  be  organized  hero.  The 
ancient  Volume  of  the  Records  begins  thus :  "  The  order  of 
proceeding  in  gathering  a  particular  church  in  Exeter.  Af- 
ter conferring  together  ana  being  mutually  satisfied  in  each 
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other,  we  drew  up  a  coD&ssion  of  £Edth,  and  the  terms  t>f 
the  covenant,  which  we  all  signed,  the  Sabbath  before  the  or- 
dination." Mr.  Clark  was  ordained  Sept.  2l8t,  1698.  And 
the  record  oontintieB,  ^^  we  were,  by  the  etders  and  messengers 
of  the  several  churches,  owned  aa  o  ehwrck  cf  Ohristy  and 
John  Clark  dedared  to  be  a  minister  of  OhriBt  Jesus.''  He 
was  bom  in  Newbniy,  Ms.,  Jan.  24, 1670.  He  continued  in 
his  work  at  Exeter  until  his  death  on  the  25th  of  July,  1705, 
having  been  pastor  of  the  church  about  sevm  T^cus.  His 
&mily  oonnections  were  highly  respectable.  He  died  in  the 
stren^h  of  numhood.  One  of  his  sons  was  first  minister 
of  Kingston. 

The  tourA  minister  of  Exeter  and  the  second  pastor  of 
tiie  present  ^^  First  Church."  was  Bev.  John  Odhn.  He  was 
bom  in  Boston,  Nov.  18,  1681.  In  1702  he  graduated 
at  Harvard,  and  was  ordained  at  Exeter,  Nov.  11,  1706. — 
He  married  the  widow  of  has  predecessor.  He  was  one  of 
the  propriet<ns  of  GHlmantcm,  and  his  son  John  Odlin  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  town.  Mr.  Odlin  died  Nov. 
20,  1754,  at  about  seventv  three  years  of  age.  In  Ma^, 
1743,  "a  number  of  the  church  were  separated  from  their 
commumon" — ^ttds  was  prejparatory  to  the  fomiation  of  a 
second  church,  wfaidbi  was  eneoted  in  1748. 

In  May,  1743^e  church  voted  ^^to  concur  with  the  town 
m  dboosing  Mr.  Woodbridge  Odlin  to  settle  as  a  OoUeogim 
with  his  honored  fiither  the  Bev.  John  Odlin."  He  was  or- 
dained Sept.  28, 1743.  His  &ther  preadbed  the  semion 
fixmi  CoL  1 :  28,  at  his  son's  settlement,  and  lived  to  enjoy 
his  ministry  nes^y  eleven  years.  During  this  pastctate  or 
thirty-two  yeavs^  thirty-six  persons  came  into  the  cfanrchy 
and  1276  baptisms  were  administered.  The  ^^Haif-wary 
Covenant"  was  in  nse  here— "aH  persons  of  correct  senti- 
ments and  sober  life,  miffht  profess  religion  and  have  their 
children  baptiied,  thona^  l^y  cKd  not  oome  to  the  Lord's 
Table."  . 

Bev.  Isaac  Mansfield  was  the  next  minister, — ordainet 
Oct.  9th,  1776.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Bev.  Mr. 
Thayer  of  Hampton,  from  Eiekiel  33:  7—9.  The  Charae 
was  given  by  Bev.  Mr.  Fogg  of  Kensington ;  the  Bight 
Hand,  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Werater  of  the  secoiid  church  in 
Balisbory ;  the  Ordaining  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Noyes  of  the  firot  church  in  BaHsbiiiy.  Mr.  Mansfield  was 
bom  at  MarUehetfd,  Ms.,  17fi0,  and  was  a  graduate  of 
Harrard,  1767.  In  Ai^.  1787,  ^'  acoordii^  to  hn  agreement 
with  the  parish,**  he  was  dismissed  by  a  council  of  three 
ohuiches,  of  which  Messo.  ^<>gSi  I^ugdon  and  McClintod: 
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were  pastors.  The  coimcil  say  of  him^  ^^  We  are  oonfitrained 
hr  duty  and  love  to  testdfy  the  sense  we  ha^e  of  the  valite^ 
bk  ministerial  gifts  with  which  God  hath  fomiBhed  Mr. 
Mansfield,  and  which  have  been  well  aj^proved,  not  only 
among  his  own  people,  bnt  by  the  churches  in  thiJB  vicinity." 
Two  hundred  and  nniy  five  were  baptized  during  his  minis* 
try  of  eleven  years,  and  twelve  persons  were  admitted  to  the 
church.  After  Ms  dismission  he  removed  to  Marblehead. — 
He  became  a  magistrate.  He  died  in  Boston,  in  1826,  at 
the  a^  of  seven^  six. 

This  parish  received  its  seventh  minister,  June  2d,  1790^ 
when  Bev.  Wm.  F.  Bowland  was  ordained  its  pastor.  A 
native  of  Plainfield,  Conn,  in  1761,  he  was  a  gndusite  of 
Dartmouth  in  1784  Bev.  Dr.  Thatcher,  of  Boston,  preach* 
ed,  and  Dr.  Langdon  offered  prayer,  Bev.  Dr.  McCiintock 
gave  the  Bight  Hand.     After  a  ministrf  of  thirty  eight 

Sars^  at  his  own  request,  he  was  dlBmissed,  Dec.  5. 1828. — 
e  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  two,  in  the  year  1843.  Bev. 
Mr.  Hurd,  the  minister  of  the  second  church,  preached 
his  funeral  sermon.  During  his  ministry  128  persons  joined 
the  churchy  and  there  werel95  baptisms.  He  was  a  man  of 
good  abilities,  and  in  prayer  had  great  freedom  and  apparent 
access  to  God. 

Bev.  John  Smith,  the  next  minister  of  this  peopk,  was  a 
native  of  Weathersneld  Conn.  He  graduated  at  Tale  in 
1821.  He  was  installed  March  12, 1829.  Sermon  by  Bev. 
N.  Bouton.  D.  D.;  Prayw  hf  Bev.  Mr.  Miltimore  of  New- 
bury ;  Bight  Hand,  by  Bev.  Mr.  Hurd.  At  his  dismission 
by  his  own  request  Feb.  14th,  1838,  the  council  say,  the  pas- 
toral ^^  relation  continued  nearly  nine  years  with  mutual  har^ 
mony  and  affection,  and  with  much  advanta^  to  the  cause 
€£  religion.  Hr.  Smith  baptized  139  and  admitted  to  church 
privileges  170  persons. 

Bev.  Wm.  Williams,  who  had  been  twice  before  settled, 
was  installed  here  Mav  31, 1838.  Bev.  M.  P.  Bramin 
preached  the  seimon.  On  account  of  the  state  of  his  health 
as  well  as  on  account  of  some  existing  difficulties,  he  re- 
signed his  office  Oct.  1, 1842.  He  h^  since  entered  the 
medical  profession. 

Bev.  Joy  H.  Fairchild  was  a  native  of  Gilford,  Conn,  in 
1789.  He  was  the  youngest  of  sixteen  children.  His  motii- 
er  was,  b^re  marrmge,  Mehetabel  Waterhouse  of  Saybrook. 
Conn.  Having  been  settled  twice  previously,  Mr.  FairchiM 
was  installed  here,  Sept.  20,  18^.  Bev.  B.  W.  Okilc 
m-eached^  and  Bev.  N.  Adams,  D.  D.  offered  the  prayer  of 
j^istallation.    Mr.  Faiidiild  resigned  his  place  June  18, 
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1844.  He  saye  in  his  letter  to  the  churdi^  ^^I  am  acciued  of 
a  crime  which  I  never  committed  but  which  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  disprove.  I  do  not  wish  to  preadi  the  Gospel  any 
longer  than  1  can  be  useful,  and  as  my  useftilness  must  now 
be  ended,  I  hereby  resign  my  office  as  pastor  of  this  church/' 
His  case  has  been  very  extensively  investigated  before  both 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  tribunals,  and  for  several  years  he  has 
been  re-settled  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  South  Boston. 

Bev.  BosweU  D.  Hitchcock,  the  eleventh  minister  of  this 
Mople,  was  ordained  Nov.  19,  1845 ;  sermon,  by  Rev.  0. 
Fowler  of  Fall  River.  He  continued  in  the  ministry  here 
until  1853,  when  he  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request. — 
Twenty  nine  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church  by  him. 
Rev.  Wm.  D.  Hitchcock  followed  him  in  a  short  ministrv. 
He  was  settled  in  very  promising  drcumstances  Oct.  5,  1853, 
but  was  cut  off  by  death  in  about  one  year,  and  rests  from 
his  toils  in  the  presence  of  his  Master  and  Lord.  Since  that 
time  the  diureh  has  been  vacant.  It  consists  of  122  mem- 
bers and  is  well  able  to  sustain  the  institutions  of  religion  on 
a  liberal  scale. 


EXETER.« 

Sbcoxd  Chubcb.— ReT.  Isaac  Hveo— Rev.  A.  D.  Manh. 

This  church  was  formed  under  the  influence  of  the  "Great 
Awakening"  a  century  ago.  The  pastor  of  the  first  church 
set  himself  against  Whitefield.  Zealous  hearts  could  not 
brook  this.  Several  councils  were  called  by  the  parties,  and 
their  decisions  were  not  harmonious.  At  one  time  when 
Whitefield  preached  to  the  new  church  whose  formation  Mr. 
Odlin  had  opposed,  the  latter  "solemnly  warned  and  charged 
him  against  preaching  in  his  parish."  The  secession  took 
place  in  May  1743;  when  the  chim;h  voted  to  unite  with  the 
town  in  calling  Rev.  Woodbridge  Odlin,  son  of  the  pastor, 
to  settle  as  cdleague  with  his  father.  The  friends  of  tiie 
^*  Great  Revival"  esteemed  this  proceedure  ftdl  evidence  of 
the  fixed  opposition  of  a  majority  of  the  church  to  the  work 
of  Qod.  Forty  one  persons  were  organiz^  into  a  church 
June  7, 1744. 

Of  this  church,  Rev.  Daniel  Ro^rs  was  the  first  pastor. — 
He  was  ordained  Aug.  31, 1748.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Har- 
vard in  1725.  He  was  a  descendant  of  John  Rogers,  the 
martyr  of  Smithfield.    At  the  funeral  of  Whitefield  he  was 
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one  of  the  ^-bearers.  He  ardently  loved  that  wondeiful 
man,  belieTin^  him  to  have  been  the  instrmnent  in  his  salva- 
tion. His  mmistiy  and  his  life  closed  at  once,  Dec.  9, 1785. 
For  thirty  seven  years  he  held  the  pastoral  office.  Sixty- 
one  were  added  to  the  church  under  his  labors. 

Peace  was  not  easily  established  between  the  two  chur- 
ches. A  mutual  Council,  however,  was  agreed  upon  in  1775. 
That  council  investigated  the  grounds  of  the  differences 
which  subsisted  between  these  parties  and  proceeded  to  give 
their  jtuigmefU  in  regard  to  the  course  taken  by  each.  That 
judgment  presented  clearly  the  &ult6  of  both  parties  and  was 
a  just  and  christian  r^uke  of  such  disorder,  irregularity, 
and  unchristian  reflections,  as  had  occuired.  The  result  was 
80  &amed  that,  without  any  humiliating  concessions  and  ac- 
knowledgments and  entreaties  to  be  forgiven,  an  acceptance 
o£it  would  imply  all  the  confessions  necessary  and  would  be 
a  pledge  of  mutiial  forgiveness  and  renewal  of  fellowship  and 
communion.  A  passage  or  two  will  show  the  course  taken 
by  the  council  to  effect  reconciliation.  "Provided  the  new 
gathered  church,  (oo  called,)  shall  manifest  their  consent  to^ 
and  acceptance  or,  the  jud^ent  of  this  council,  and  their 
readiness  to  practice  agreeably  thereto,  we  advise  the  pastor 
and  first  church  in  this  town  to  forgive  their  brethren  what- 
ever has  been  offensive  in  their  late  transaction  and,  not 
withstanding  the  exceptionable  steps  they  have  taken  toward 
their  being  formed  into  a  church-state,  yet,  that  they  own 
them  as  a  church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  their  pastor, 
(so  called)  as  a  minister  of  Christ,  and  receive  them  to  Chris- 
tian communion  in  all  ordinances  and  acts  thereof  as  they 
do  other  churches.  And  now,  dear  brethren,  we  have  pro- 
proposed  such  terms,  as,  upon  a  mature  and  impartial  wei^- 
mg  matters,  we  think  hi^y  reasonable  for  you  to  comply 
with  and  such  as  we  judge  necessary  to  secure  the  interest  of 
religion,  the  honor  of  Christ,  and  the  peace  and  safety  of 
ih^  churches,  we  therefore  cannot  but  nope  that  Qtod  will 
convince  you  of  your  duty  and  incline  you  to  an  hearty  com- 
pliance therewitk"  To  the  other  party  the  council  said,  "  we 
cannot  but  hope  that,  considering  the  circumstances  you  wiU, 
upon  their  submitting  to  and  accepting  of  our  jud^ent  and 
advice,  forgive  whatever  has  been  done  by  them  gnevous  and 
offensive  to  you  and  treat  them  aocx)rmngly  by  all  proper 
acts  of  Christian  communion."  Acceptance  of  the  result  was 
expressed  by  the  New  church  as  appears  on  their  record 
Aug,  4, 1755.  The  spirit  of  peace  did  not,  however,  follow 
this  apparent  reconciliation.  It  waa  not  until  March  29, 
1788  that  the  dispute  was  terminated.    Both  churches  wera 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


82  BocKmaHAK  county. 

without  pastors.  On  the  aboye  day  they  united  with  each 
other  in  partaking  of  the  Lord's  ouj^r  administered  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Bnckminster. 

In  1792,  Nov.  20,  Rev.  Joseph  -Brown  became  the  pastor 
of  this  church.  He  was  bom  m  Chester,  England,  in  1762. 
He  was  removed  in  1797  after  a  ministry  of  five  years.  He 
died  at  Deer  Isle,  Me.,  where  he  was  pastor  of  a  church,  in 
1804.  Thirty  eight  were  added  to  tne  church  during  his 
labors  here.  He  was  educated  at  Lady  Huntington's  Semi- 
nary in  England.  Thus  the  attachment  of  the  people  to 
the  disciples  of  Whitefield  was  visible  in  their  choice  of 
these  two  pastors.  The  church  seeiy  to  have  been  an  ex* 
ample  of  tne  "  Elective  AflSnity''  prmdple,  before  the  name 
was  known  in  eeclesiastical  matters.  Towards  the  dose  of 
the  last  century,  several  of  the  more  influential  members  of 
the  New  Church  returned  to  the  communion  of  the  First 
Church ;  and  the  former  gradually  lost  ground  after  Mr. 
Brown  was  dismissed,  and,  earlv  m  this  century,  became 
nearly  extinct.  It  so  remained  until  it  was  resuscitated 
Dec.  24,1813. 

Rev.  Isaac  Hurd  was  installed  pastor  of  this  church  S^t. 
11,  1817.  He  was  bom  in  Charlestown,  Ms..  Dec.  7, 1786. 
He  received  his  theological  education  in  Edinourgh  and  be- 
gan preaching  in  London.  In  1813,  having  returned  to  this 
oountiy^  he  became  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Lynn, 
Ms.  He  resigned  this  office  in  Mav,  1816.  He  came  to 
Exeter  amid  peculiar  trials.  The  cnurch  was  feeble.  At 
its  re^organization,  four  years  previous  to  hisarrival,  it  em- 
braced only  eleven  members.  It  was  indeed  a  feeble  lamb 
of  Christ's  fold.  But  his  heart  was  touched  with  sympa- 
thy for  it.  By  the  grace  of  Qod  he  hoped  to  see  it  thnve. 
J9e  Acw.  About  one  hundred  and  fiftv  were  added  to  its 
numbers  during  his  ministry.  Several  precious  seasons  of 
revival  have  cheered  him  and  the  church  in  their  work  of 
&ith  and  labor  of  love.  After  a  miiustty  of  thirty  years,  at 
the  age  of  sixty  two,  he  welcomed  a  colleague  to  perform 
the  more  arduous  labors  of  the  pastoral  office,  while,  as  se- 
nior jpastor,  his  solicitude  and  love  for  the  people  will  be 
contmued  as  long  as  life  endures. 

Rev.  Samuel  D.  Dexter  was  ordained  collea^e  pastor  of 
this  church  Dec.  2.  1847.  But  his  day  was  bnef.  He  died 
at  Roxbury,  Ms.  April  20,  1850,  aged  twenty  four  years. — 
He  was  a  native  of  Boston,  Mb.  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
and  Andover.  His  early  death  was  deeply  fe}t.  A  jMedouB 
work  of  grace  was  enjoved  while  he  was  pastdr.  Twenty 
four  came  into  the  churcn  in  one  year. 
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Bev.  Asa  D.  Mann,  the  present  colleague  pastor,  was  set- 
tled Nov.  19,  1851.  He  was  a  native  of  Randolph,  Ms. 
and  a  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1838,  and  of  Andover  in 
1842.  He  was  settled  in  Hardwick,  Ms.  in  1844.  The 
church  numbers  94.  Eleven  were  added  by  profession  the 
last  year.  Though  smaller  numerically  than  in  some  past 
times,  this  church  may  yet,  more  fiilly  than  ever,  carry  out 
the  spirit  of  its  founders,  who,  although  some  errors  were 
found  in  their  measures,  were  evidently  "  laborers  unto  the 
Mngdom  of  Gkxi." 


FREMONT. 

Poplin  was  the  original  name  under  which  this 
chartered  in  1764.    It  received  its  present  name  by 
Legislature  July  8,  1854.    Its  population  in  1820 
in  1850,  509. 

It  has  never  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  an  established  minis- 
try of  any  order.  No  Congregational  church  ever  existed 
here,  although  it  has  not  been  wholly  passed  by  in  the  min- 
istration of  the  truth.  More  attention  has  been  given  to 
this  town  by  the  Methodist  ministry  than  by  any  other. — 
With  a  house  of  worship  and  a  population  of  500  souls, 
some  evangelical  influence  seems  very  desirable  to  be  brought 
into  vigorous  action  for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement 
of  the  people. 


GOSPORT.* 

Gk)sport  is  a  small  town  of  102  inhabitants  on  the  Isles  of 
Shoals,  which  are  seven  in  number,  chiefly  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, but  partly  in  Maine,  and  situated  ahout  10  miles  S.  H. 
East  firom  Portsmouth  harbor  in  the  open  sea  ;  composed  of 
led^  of  rock  of  granite,  slate,  meiss  and  greenstone,  with  but 
little  soil  fit  for  cultivation.  They  were  discovered  in  1614, 
by  the  celebrated  navicator  Capt.  John  Smith,  who  pub- 
lished the  first  map  and  chart  of  New  England  and  its  coast. 
He  ^ve  them  his  own  name,  which,  however,  has  not  been 
retamed.  They  were  settled  at  an  early  period  for  the  pur- 
pose of  pursuing  the  fisheries,  and  as  affording  a  secure  re- 
treat from  the  mcursions  of  the  Indians,    Business  was  here 

•  SketcA  by  Rev.  L.  Alden. 
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prosperous.     And  here  the  elder  Wm.  Pepperell,  father  of 
the  ulustrious  Baronet,  laid  the  foundation  of  his  ample  for- 
tune.    Besides  the  fisheries,  there  were,  in  aftertimes, .  salt 
works,  a  wind  mill  and  an  extensive  rope  walk.     Previous  to 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  there  were  from  300  to  600  inhab- 
itants. ^ 
A  Meeting-house  was  erected,  previous  to  1641,  on  Farm 
the  site  of  the  Appledore  House,  a  place  of  pop- 
the  warm  season.     The  first  minister  was  Ilev. 
from  England.     He  was  settled  in  Weymouth, 
and  lamred  in  the  ministry  at  the  Isles  ot 
1639.    He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  John  Brock 
>ok,  England.     He  was  bom  1620,  graduated  at 
lege  1646.     He  remained  here  from  1646  to 
le  was  settled  in  South  Reading,  Ms.  where  he 
th,  1688.    It  was  said  of  him,  "  He  dwells  as 
in  as  any  man  upon  earth."     The  next  minister 
muel  Belcher,   a  native  of  Ipswich,  Ms.     He 
H.  C.  1659.     He  labored  here  sometime  about 
.8  settled  in  West  Newbury,  Ms.  1698,  resigned 
lied  at  Ipswich,  March  10th,  1716,   aged  74. — 
About  this  time  a  new  Meeting-house,  48  ft.  by  38  was  built 
on  Star  Island.    Previous  to  the  close  of  the  17th  centurjr, 
Rev.  Samuel  Moody  preached  awhile  here  as  he  had  also  m 
Newcastle.     He  was  son  of  Rev.  Joshua  Moody  of  Ports- 
mouth, and  graduated  at  H.  C.  1689.     Early  relinquishing 
the  clerical  profession  and  assuming  that  of  a  military  oflB- 
cer,  he  was  commander  in  an  expedition  against  the  Indians 
at  the  Eastward.  In  1705  he  was  stationed  at  St.  John's  Fort, 
Newfoundland,  and  in  1709  at  Casco.     He  corresponded  with 
father  Ralle,  French  Catholic  missionary  at  Norridgewock, 
and  W61S  repeatedly  the  organ  of  communication  between  the 
Indians  and  our  Gfovemment  during  the  war.     He  was  final- 
ly located  at  Falmouth,  now  Portland,  Me.  and  was  regard- 
ed as  the  leader  of  the  colony  there.     He  died  April  5th, 
.  1729.    Rev.  Joshua  Moody  supplied  from  1707  to  1732.    He 
was  a  native  of  Salisbury,  Ms.  and  graduated  at  H.  C.  1707. 
He  was  employed  as  a  teacher  of  youth,  at  Hampton,  some- 
time previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Newbury, 
Ms.  1768,  at  the  age  of  82.     He  was  followed  by  Rev.  John 
Tucke,  a  native  of  Hampton.     He  was  the  first  Pastor  or- 
dained at  this  place.      Rev.  Jabez  Fitch  of  Portsmouth 
delivered  a  discourse,  at  his  ordination,  from  Matt.  4 :  19 — "  I 
will  make  you  fishers  of  men."     His  salary  was  &  110  per 
annum.    To  this  was  added  £50  towards  a  house.     He  prac- 
ticed medicine  among  the  people  of  his  charge,  as  was  not 
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unusnal  with  ministers,  at  that  period.    '^  He  was  esteemed 
a  good  man  and  a  devoted  minister."    During  his  ministry, 
occurred  a  great  Revival  of  Religion  in  New  England.    A 
convention  of  ministers  was  called  to  confer  upon  it,  in  July 
1743,  on  the  day  succeeding  the  commencement.    Rev.  Mr. 
Tucke,  being  unable  to  attend,  addressed  a  commxmication 
to  that  venetable  assembly,  from  which  the  i 
extract :  ^^  Providence  is  now  sending  sickness  i 
80  that  I  cannot  be  in  Boston  this  week  ;  I 
my  thoughts  in  writing.     I  ackilowledge  th< 
land,  to  be  a  blessed  work  of  God  ;  and  I  b 
duty  of  Christ's  ministers  to  give  an  open,  coi 
ny  unto  it.    We  have  a  revival  of  religion  am 
your  prayers  for  my  family,  my  people  and  ir 
with  all  due  regards.   Your  humble  servant. 
4th,  1743."    He  departed  this  life  Aug.  12th 
On  the  monument  erected  tohis  memorv — a  s 
tal  dab  of  freestone,  at  Star  Island,  is  the  foil 
tion :  "  Underneath  are  the  remains  of  the  Re^ 
A.  M.     He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  A.  D.  1723 ;  was 
ordained  here  Julv  26,  1732,  and  died  Aug.  12,  1773,  aced 
72."    He  was  affable  and  polite  in  manners ;  amiable  in  ms- 
position ;  of  great  piety  and  integrity ;  given  to  hospitality ; 
well  learned  m  history  and  geography,  as  well  as  general 
science ;  and  a  usefril  physician,  botn  to  the  bodies  and  souls 
of  his  people.    After  ms  death.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Shaw  supplied 
till  1775,  when  most  of  the  inhabitants  were  dispersed,  in 
consequence  of  their  exposure  to  the  enemy,  then  invading 
the  country — ^but  a  few  femilies  remaining  here. 

In  the  year  1800,  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  120,  in 
15  fenailies  and  occupving  11  houses.    At  this  period,  Hon. 
Dudley  Tyng  of  Newburyport,  in  behalf  of  this  people,  so- 
licited the  aid  of  the  Society  for  propagating  the  gospel 
among  the  Indians  and  others  in  North  America ;  and  an 
appropriation  of  9100  was  made  to  sustain  the  preaching  of 
the  ^spel.    He  adso  aided  in  building  a  Meeting-house  36 
feet  by  24  of  stone,  which  was  dedicated  Nov.  14th,  1800. 
Rev.  Josiah  Stephens  was  then  employed  in  the  ministry.    He 
was  a  native  of  Killingworth,  Ct.    He  had  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  was  in  the  battle  of  Bennington ;  and 
is  said  to  have  maintained  his  habits  of  devotion  amid  the 
bustle  of  the  camj).    He  deceased,  July  2^,  1804.    The  fol- 
lowing is  the  inscription  on  his  monument :     "  In  memory  of 
Rev.  Josiah  Stephens  a  faithfrQ  instructor  of  youth,  ana  a 
pious  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  (supported  on  this  Island  by 
the  Society  for  propagating  the  gospel)  who  died  July  2d, 
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1804,  aged  64  years.  Likewiae  of  Mrs.  Suflanna  Btephens, 
his  beloved  wife,  who  died  December  10th,  1810."  From 
the  death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Stephens  till  1824,  there  was  only 
occasional  preaching. 

In  1822,  a  socieiy  of  gentlemen,  with  a  ladies'  auxiliary 
society,  was  formed  in  Newbonmort,  for  the  reli^ous  in- 
struction of  the  people  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  which  sup- , 
[)r  about  nine  years  ;  and  also  repaired  toe 
bhe  interior  of  which  had  been  accidentally 
4  Bev.  Samuel  SewaU  conmienced  preach- 
d  to  supply  till  his  decease,  which  occurred 
)  had  gone  on  business,  March  15th^  1826, 

Es.  After  the  death  of  Bev.  Mr.  Sewall, 
of  the  gospel,  by  Congregational  min- 
Smce  that  penod,  several  mmisteis 
^minations  have  labored  here,  at  different 
igin  Smith  was  stationed  here,  and  labored 
^  till  he  was  obliged  to  leave  from  the 
I  his  health.  Others  have  followed  him  in 
the  ministry,  viz:  Bev.  Messrs.  Hall,  Blodget,  Sumner^ 
Eastman  and  Mason.  The  latter,  after  two  years  of  verjr 
usefdl  and  acceptable  services,  from  1853,  has  now  left^  find- 
ing a  change  of  cUme  essential  to  his  health — ^having  in  a 
high  degree  secured  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  people 
here  and  of  their  benefactors  abroad.  The  Society  forprop- 
acting  the  ^spel,  have  again  for  several  years  past,  af^rded 
aid,  appropnatmg  from  9150  to  9250  per  annum.  Bev.  A. 
P.  reabody,  D  .D.  pastor  of  the  South  Cnurch  in  Portsmouth, 
and  a  society  ot  ladies  there,  have  been  active  and  persever- 
ing in  thdr  efforts  for  this  people,  their  bene&ctions  being 
lil^ral,  frequent  and  long  continued  ;  among  which  m^  be 
mentioned  the  generous  donation  of  9 100  uom  Capt.  Icha- 
bod  Goodwin,  cmd  the  gratuitous  supply  of  school  and  other 
valuable  books,  by  the  late  venerable  Dea.  J.  W.  Foster. — 
As  a  bene&ctress  of  this  people,  it  mav  be  proper  to  men- 
tion the  late  Mrs.  Jane  Greenleaf  of  Newburyport,  Ms.,  con- 
cerning whom  it  is  stated  in  her  published  Memoirs :  '^  there 
was  one  object,  whidi  she  was  specially  and  deeply  interested 
in  till  her  death, — this  was  the  spiritual  improvement  of 
the  people  livii^  on  the  Isles  of  Shoals.  For  the  last  thirty 
years  of  her  life,  she  cordially  cooperated  with  those  who  sus- 
tained a  mission  tiiere ;  and  after  she  had  entered  her  seventieth 
year,  the  principal  care  of  providing  ministers  and  teachersL 
and  of  raismg  fonds  for  their  support^  was  voluntarily  assumea 
by  herself,  until  her  growing  innnmties  oUi^  her  to  relin- 
quish it.      In  her  journal,  she  ofiten  mentions  receiving  a 
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few  dollars  for  '  the  Shoals'  as  a  providential  &Tor.  These 
people  were  constantly  remembered  in  her  prayers ;  and  mudi 
did  she  rejoice,  when  any  report  of  their  improvement  reached 
her  ears."  On  the  15th  day  of  May,  1851,  she  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus— and  with  her  own,  these  her  spiritual  "children  arise 
up  and  call  her  blessed." 


GREENLAND. 

t 

R9r.  ESWAED  ROBIZ. 

Greenland  for  some  years  after  its  first  settlement  formed 
a  part  of  Portsmouth.  It  was  incorporated  in  1703.  From 
its  first  settlement  until  1705,  its  inhabitants,  men,  women 
and  children,  used  to  walk  six  or  eight  miles  to  attend  pub- 
he  worship.  At  a  r^ular  parish  meeting  held  in  Ports- 
mouthy  June  4th,  1705,  it  was  voted,  "That  in  consideration 
of  their  numbers,  the  distance  they  had  to  travel,  and  the 
dangers  to  be  encountered  in  their  attendance  upon  public 
wordiip,  the  inhabitants  of  Greenland  be  permitted  to  enjoy 
their  own  regular,  instituted  means  of  grace,  and  that  one 
hundred  pounds  be  paid  yearly,  out  of  the  town  stock,  as 
their  proportion  for  the  sup^rt  of  the  ministry  during  their 
maintenance  of  an  able  mmister  amoi^  them,  and  no  long- 
er." The  use  of  a  certain  amount  oi  land  was  afterwards 
substituted  for  the  above  &  100.  The  church  was  organized 
m  July  1706,  consisting  of  twenty  nine  members,  and  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  constituted  the  Parish. 

The  first  settled  minister  was  the  Rev.  William  Allen, 
who  was  bom  in  Boston,  Ms.  Mardi  1676,  j^raduated  at 
Harvard  college  1703,  and  ordained  pastor  of  this  church 
July  15, 1707.  Eev.  Mr.  Allen  labor^  as  acting  pastor  of 
this  church  until  Nov.  3,  1756,  when,  in  aocomance  with 
his  own  request,  made  by  reason  of  his  increasing  age  and 
infirmities,  a  colleague  pastor  was  settled.  He.  however, 
continued  its  senior  pastor,  until  his  death  Sept.  8, 1760,  in 
the  fifty  third  year  of  his  ministry,  and  aced  eighty  four. — 
A  parisn  meeting  which  was  warned  on  me  8ui  of  Sept, 
was  holden  on  the  9th  to  make  preparations  for  his  funeral. 
At  this  meeting  it  was  voted,  ^^That  the  town  will  give  a 
decent  burial  to  their  Beverend  pastor  deceased — that  the 
selectmen  be  acommitteefor  thispurpose^  and  that  a  mourning 
ring  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Saml.  McClintock."  During 
his  ininistry  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  administered  eleven  hundred 
baptisms  and  received  two  hundred  and  ninety  three  persons 
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into  the  church.  He  was  favored  with  several  extensive  re- 
vivals, and  as  the  fruits  of  one  which  took  place  about  the 
time  of  the  Great  Awakening,  he  received  thirty  one  persons 
into  the  church  at  one  time,  May  11, 1735. 

The  second  pastor  of  this  church  was  Rev.  Samuel  McClin- 
tock.  He  was  bom  in  Medford,  Ms.  May  1,  1732,  of  re- 
spected and  devout  Scotch  Irish  parents,  graduated  at 
-rrinceton  1751  with  such  high  honor  that  he  was  immedi- 
ately invited  to  ft  tutorship  in  the  CioUege.  This  he  declined, 
from  an  unwillingness  to  delay  entrance  upon  a  profession  to 
which  he  was  consecrated  from  his  childhood.  He  studied 
•theology  with  his  fiiend  and  patron,  Eev.  James  McGregore 
of  Deny.  While  on  a  short  visit  at  Rev.  Dr.  Langdon's  of 
Portsmouth,  he  was  invited  to  preach  a  lecture  at  Green- 
land, and  such  was  the  impression  produced  by  his  discourse 
that  the  people  inunediateiy  invited  him  to  assist  their  a^ 
pastor.  After  preaching  five  Sabbaths  he  received  apressmg 
and  unanimous  call  to  become  coUea^e  pastor.  The  una- 
nimity and  affection  (jliscovered  on  this  occasion  led  him  to 
sacrifice  far  more  flattering  worldly  prospects  to  what  he 
deemed  the  call  of  duty,  and  he  accepted  the  invitation. — 
'Ee  was  ordained  Nov.  3rd,  1766.  Rev.  Dr.  Langdon  of 
Portsmouth  preached  the  sermon.  Favored  with  a  strong 
constitution  and  ^ninterrupted  health  and  ability  for  active 
service,  the  last  Sabbath  of  his  life  was  the  only  one  on 
which  ne  was  disal^ed  for  the  nerformance  of  his  ministerial 
duties.  He  preached  for  the  last  time  on  the  dav  of  the 
annual  Fast,  April  19th,  1804.  Upon  his  return  home  to 
his  fiunily  on,  that  day  he  observed  that  he  had  finished  his 
labors  as  a  minister  of  Christ.  An  apparently  slight  indis- 
position under  whidi  he  was  then  labormg,  increased  so  rap- 
idly as  to  terminate  liis  life  in  eight  days.  On  the  morning 
of  April  27th,  1804  he  sweetly  fell  asle^  in  Jesus,  and,  with- 
out  aoubt,  entered  into  that  rest  which  is  promisea  to  Christ's 
fiiithM  servants. 

^  Rev.  Dr.  McClintock  was  widely  known  as  a  toan  of  ster- 
ling native  talent,  an  able  theologian,  and  a  scholar  of  hi^ 
standing.  As  a  preacher  he  sto^  in  high  reputation,  and 
his  discourses,  judfflng  firom  a  half  score  of  his  manuscripts 
in  the  possesion  of  the  present  pastor,  were  plain,  logiod, 
rich  in  thought,  a^d  evan^lical.  His  memory  is  still  cher- 
ished with  great  aflfection  m  the  hearts  of  those  now  living, 
who,  in  their  childhood  and  youth,  sat  under  his  ministra- 
tions. He  was  a  lover  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  as  eveiy 
minister  of  the  goe^l  ought  to  be.  He  entered  warmly 
into  the  defence  of  his  countiy's  rights  when  threatened  and 
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invaded  by  the  power  of  Great  Britain.  During  the  Bevo- 
lutionary  war  he  took  an  active  part  on  the  battle-field  in 
the  character  of  a  chaplain,  and  by  his  prayers,  and  also  by 
his  exhortations  and  example,  animatedand  encouraged  his 
oompatriots  in  the  uneoual  conflict.  He  was  present  as 
chamain,  at  the  battle  or  Bunker  Hill. 

The  third  jiastor  of  this  church  was  Bev.  James  Neal. — 
He  was  bom  in  Londonderry  1774.  and  ord^ed  pastor  qf 
this  church.  May  22d^  1805,  within  less  than  thirteen  months 
after  the  death  of  his  predecessor.    His  ordination  sermon 
was  preached  by  Bev.  Dr.  Appleton,  of  Hampton,  afterwards 
President  of  Bowdoin  ooU^.     Previous  to  his  settlement 
here,  he  had  been  for  severEU  years  Preceptor  of  a  school  for 
Younst  ladies  in  Philadelphia,  which  lucrative  employment 
ne  reunquished  for  the  pastoial  office.    He  was  pastor  only 
fcMT  a  little  more  than  tnree  years.    He  died  in  office  July 
18th,  1808,  aged  34  years.    He  was  the  ^ther  of  the  late 
Joseph  G.  rTeal,  the  acccnnplished  and  popular  editor  and 
aathor.    About  seventy-five  persons  were  admitted  into  the 
churdi  during  the  successive  ministries  of  McClintock  and 
'SeaL    We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of 
baptisms.    Until  this  period  in  tiie  history  of  this  churdi, 
uninterrupted  harmony  and  good  order  prevailed  in  all  eople- 
siastical  and  religious  matters  which  reauixed  the  action  of 
the  people.    Upon  these  matters  all  the  legal  voters  were  re- 
quiied  to  act  and  did  act  as  on  matters  of  a  secular  character. 
All  Ihe  inhalHtants  of  the  town  who  attended  public  wor- 
ship anvwh^,  worshiped  togetiier  in  the.  same  nouse,  and 
rendered  their  voluntary  sympathy  and  aid  to  sustain  the 
faaiiors  of  the  chixroh.    Not  a  dissenting  voioe  was  hecurd 
respeeting  the  £uth  and  order  of  the  jMspel  wMeh  those 
worUiy  men  labored  to  establish  here.    Gl^ere  was  about  ttus 
tuoe,  however,  a  manifest  declension  of  spiritual  life  in  llie 
hearts  of  Qod'speojple.    This,  with  thedeathof  Mr.  Neal, 
menaied  the  way  for  the  chauffe  which  soon  ^;ians^ired. — 
While  our  pastor  was  upon  his  dying  bed,  iEUias  Smith,  the 
sucoessfiil  leader  of  one  of  the  most  noted  liberal  sects  of  those 
days,  made  his  appeacaace  in  this  town  and  ccunmenced  the 
work  of  disorffanizaticai  among  thopeople.    He  succeeded  in 
4isa£Ming  the  heaiTts  of  a  few.    Heie,  as  elsewhere,  his  in- 
fluenoe  in  this  work  seemed  to  be  no  less  effigient  as  apoliti- 
€al  partisan  than  as  the  leader  of  a  idigious  sect.    Me  was 
followed  by  the  eminwt  and  efficient  pbneer  and  apostle  of 
Ifaihodism,  the  Benr.  Oeoige  Piekerk^.    He  soooeeded  in 
damn^  owr  one-third  of  ^memb^»  of  the  ohurch  to  the 
Ifethooists  who  obtained  thejraitoocnpaiiey  of  the  Meeting- 
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house  for  six  months  m  the  year,  untfl  the  setitiement  of  the 
fourth  pastor.  Thou^  this  secession  tried  the  heart  of  the 
church  and  reduced  her  numbered  and  pecuniary  ability  for  a 
season,  it  did  not  essentially  enfeeble  her.  The  great  HecMl 
of  the  church  moved. the  heart  of  a  worthy  metaiber  of  the 
church  to  supply  the  deficit  thus  made,  by  the  liberal  act  ef 
entrusting  a  fund  of  95000  to  the  care  of  the.  Maes.  Society  for 
•the  Promotion  of  Christian  Knowledge,  two  hundred  dollars 
of  the  income  of  which  that  society  is  required  to  pay  annually, 
in  half-yearly  payments,  to  the  Congregational  minister  hf 
Greenland.  This  secured  a  sum  more  than  equivalent  tothat 
lost  by  the  seceding  tax-payers.  Mot-eover  a  majority  of  the 
legal  voters  in  town  restored  the  church  to  Ml  possession  of 
the  house  of  worship. 

On  the  27th  day  of  Oct.  1813  the  Rev.  Ephraim  Abbott 
was  settled  here.  He  was  a  desoendant  of  Gheorffe  Abbott 
who  came  from  England  and  settled  in  Andover,  Ms.  1643. 
He  was  bom  in  Newcastle,  Me.  Sept.  28,  1779,  graduated  at 
Harvard  college  1806,  and  at  Andover  in  1810.  Previously 
to  his  settlement  here,  he  labored  successftdly  as  a  Missionary 
in  some  of  the  neighboring  towns.  He  was  also  the  firat 
Preceptor  of  Brackett's  Academy  in  tiiis  place.  He  was  dis- 
missed at  his  own  request,  by  reason  of  ill  health,  Oct.  28, 
1828,  after  a  ministrv  of  mteen  years.  By  him  thirty  seven 
persons  were  received  into  the  church  and  twenty  six  were 
baptized. 

Rev.  Samuel  W.  Clark,  the  fifth  pastor  of  this  church,  was 
bom  at  Hancock,  N.  H.  Deo.  15th,  1795,  graduated  witii 
honor  at  Dartmouth  college  1823,  finished  his  studies  at  An- 
dover in  1827,  and  was  ordained  over  this  church,  August 
5th,  1829.  He  was  a  faithfrd,  affectionate,  and  much  belov- 
ed pastor  until  his  death  a  period  of  e^hteen  years.  He 
died  in  great  calmness  and  peace  of  spirit  Aug.  17, 1847, 
aged  52  years.  He  was  favored  with  two  seasons  of  refresh- 
ing from  above  during  his  ministry.  He  received  thirty 
seven  persons  into  the  church  and  administered  forty  five 
baptisms. 

The  sixth  pastor  of  this  church  was  Rev.  Edwin  Holt. — 
Bom  in  New  London,  Conn.  April  17,  1805,  naduated  at 
Columbia  coU^  Aug.  1821,  he  studied  theology  at  the 
Seminary  in  Auburn.  After  settlements  at  Westfield,  N.  J., 
Macon,  Ga..  Portsmouth.  N.  H.  and  New  Yoik  city,  he 
was  installea  as  pcuator  oi  this  church  March  8,  1848.  HI 
h^th  compelled  nim  to  ask  a  dismission,  which  was  reluc- 
tantly granted,  Jan.  7th,  1851.  During  his*  ministry  of 
three  yeais^  thirteen  were  added  to  the  church  and  six  were 
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baptised.  Mr.  Holt  removed  from  Greenland  to  Madison, 
la.  and  from  thence  to  Evanflville.  where  he  died  July  3rd, 
1854. 

The  present  pastor  of  this  church  is  Bev.  Edward  Bobie. 
Bom  in  Gorham,  Me.  April  5th,  11821,  graduated  at  Bow- 
doin  college  1840,  and  at  Andover  Theo.  Seminary  1843, 
he  was  ordained  F^.  25th,  1852.  Previously  to  his  ordina- 
tion, he  spent  several  years  in  teaching  in  his  native  place, 
asid  at  Andover,  Ms.  During  his  ministry  thirteen  per- 
sons have  been  admitted  to  the  church,  seven  by  profession 
and  six  by  letters  of  recommendation.  It  now  embraces 
forty  seven  members. 

Thus,  for  a  century  and  a  half,  has  this  church  been  in 
existence.  During  this  period  it  has  been  characterized  by 
a  constant  and  st^y  adherence  to  the  institutions  of  the 
sospeL  It  has  had  its  discouragements  and  its  times  of 
favor,  having  suffered  seasons  of  depression  and  enjoyed  pre- 
cious revivab.  Favoured  indeed,  has  she  been  in  her  succes- 
sion of  pastors.  They  were  all  able,  laborious,  iaithfiil  and 
devoted  servants  of  dhrist.  Of  the  whole  number  who  have 
preceded  the  present  pastor,  two  only  were  dismissed,  and 
they  at  their  own  request  wnich  was  reluctantly  granted  by 
an  attached  people.  The  others  lived,  labored  and  finidied 
their  course  with  the  church  in  joy  and  peace,  and  their  re- 
mains repose  with  us  until  this  day.  The  united  ministry 
of  the  first  two  pastors  numbered  more  than  a  century  of 
years.  This  church  has  furnished  for  our  denomination  one 
minister,  the  Bev.  Stephen  Bailey,  formerly  of  Baymond, 
and  now  of  Dorchester,  Ms. 


HAMPSTEAD. 

Rer.  J.  M.  C.  Baetlxt. 

Hampstead  is  a  small  town  containing  only  8350  acres, 
400  of  winch  are  covered  with  water.  It  never  contained 
above  920  inhabitants ;  the  present  number  is  789.  The 
town  was  incorporated  in  1741.  No  church,  other  than  the 
existing  Congregational  church,  was  ever  organized  here. — 
This  church  was  gathered,  June  3,  1752,  consisting  of  68 
members.    It  has  had  only  three  pastors. 

Bev.  Henry  True,  a  native  of  oalisbury,  Ms.,  a  graduate 
at  Harvard  in  1750,  was  ordained  here  in  June  1752.  He 
continued  in  the  pastoral  office  about  30  years,  until  his  death 
May  22, 1782,  at  the  age  of  67  years.    For  ten  years  subse- 
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qaent  to  his  death^  the  church  was  in  a  distracted  state,  with- 
out a  pastor,  and  much  of  the  time  without  preadiing.  The 
second  pastor  Bev.  John  Kelly  was  a  native  of  Amesburj, 
Ms. — ^was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  college  1791  and  was 
ordained  here  Dec.  5,  1792.  Mr.  Kelly  held  the  pastoral 
relation  for  forty  four  years,  when  in  1836,  in  consequence  of 
the  infirmities  of  age,  it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consult. 
The  present  pastor,  Kev.  J.  M.  C.  Bartiey,  is  a  native  of 
Londonderry,  iT.  H.,  axi  alumnus  of  Amherst,  and  was  install* 
ed  over  this  church  Oct.12.  1836. 

The  stipulated  salary  ot  Rev.  Mr.  True  was  ?  226  annual- 
ly. He  received,  however,  9450  to  assist  in  building  a  house 
and  in  the  course  of  the  first  twenty <  years  of  his  ministry 
he  received  in  donations  what  amounted  to  over  92000. — 
The  stipulated  salary  of  Bev.  Mr.  Kelly  was  about  9300. — 
But  he  also  received  several  hundred  dollars  to  aid  in  build- 
inga  house.    The  salary  of  the  present  pastor  is  i450.  ^ 

There  is  no  recorder  ot  her  evidence  of  any  revivals  diuing 
Mr.  True's  ministry.  He  was  a  good  man  and  his  memory 
is  fondly  cherished  by  his  few  contemporaries  who  survive. 
During  the  latter  years  of  his  ministry  nis  life  was  somewhat 
embittered  and  the  church  greatly  weakened  by  divisions, 
occasioned  by  the  intrusion  of  flaming  sectarian  exhorters 
among  them.  During  Mr.  Kelly's  mimstrv  there  were  two 
seasons  of  special  rehgious  awakening.  The  last  and  most 
remarkable  occurred  in  1827.  It  was  a  time  of  great  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit.  Cases  of  discipline  were  formerly  of 
rather  frequent  occurrence  in  the  church  and  additions  few. 
In  1836  the  resident  members  did  not  exceed  fiftyfive. — 
Since  1836  there  have  been  received,  on  profession,  seventy, 
and  by  letter,  twenty  eight.  Since  1836  only  one  has  been 
suspended  from  church  privileges  ;  numbers  have  died,  and  a 
considerable  number  have  been  dismissed  to  other  churches. 
Our  present  number  is  eighty  five.  In  1837  and  '38  there 
was  more  than  usual  reli^ous  interest.  During  these  two 
years  about  40  united  with  the  church  by  profession.  Since 
1836,  nine  young  men  from  the  parish  have  graduated  at 
different  colleges.  Three  of  whom  are  now  active  and  use- 
ftd  ministers  of  the  goq)el ;  one  is  a  physician  in  Boston  ; 
one  a  lawyer  in  Mfmchester ;  one  a  teacher  in  Valparaiso, 
S.  A.;  one  a  teacher  in  Natches,  Miss  ;  one  is  studying  the- 
ology, and  one  has  lately  died.  Two  young  men,  members 
of  the  church,  are  in  a  course  of  prepiyration  for  college,  one 
of  whom  has  the  ministry  in  view. 

By  the  intrusion  of  foreign  influences,  the  vitally  impor- 
tant doctrine  of  in&nt  decucation  has  been,  in  times  past, 
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sadlj  depreciated,  but  of  late,  more  enlightened  views  are 
entertained.  Sabbath  schools  were  estabushed  here  at  an 
early  date  and  have  been  well  sustained.  The  principal  one 
of  the  parish  has  been  sustained  uniformly  the  year  round 
with  undiminished  interest.  .Contributions  to  various  be- 
nevolent objects  are  annually  made.  The  monthly  Missiona- 
ry and  Sabbath  school  concerts  have  been,  for  a  long  course 
of  years,  observed  and  well  attended. 


HAMPTON.* 

Bmt,  Johm  Colbt. 

The  Congr^ational  Church  in  Hampton  is  the  oldest  in 
New  Hampshire.  This  would  be  true,  if  its  origin  had  been 
merely  coeval  with  the  settlement  of  the  town.  But  it 
dates  forther  back.  When  the  place  was  granted  for  a  plan- 
tation, in  September,  1638,  some  of  the  grantees  were  already 
"tmited  together  by  church  government."  The  original 
members  of  the  church,  and  the  first  settlers  of  the  town, 

Sjnerally,  were  Puritans  ;  many  of  them  flrom  the  county  of 
orfolk,  in  England,  where  Christians  of  this  class  were  very 
numerous.  They  have  left  their  impress  upon  succeeding 
generations.  Not  only  did  the  early  settlers,  some  of  them 
at  least,  come  hither,  an  organized  church,  but  they  brought 
9^  pastor  with  them.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  they  selected 
a  site,  on  which  they  built  a  Meeting-house.  However  rude, 
it  was  to  them  a  sacred  place ;  and  at  the  hour  of  worship, 
they  went  up  to  their  log-sanctuary  with  feelines  as  devo- 
tional as  are  those  of  worshipers  in  splendid  cathedrals. 

Rev.  Stephen  Bachiler,  the  first  pastor  of  the  diurch,, 
mav,  more  than  any  other  person  be  regarded  as  the  fitther 
and  founder  of  the  town.  Me  was  already  advanced  in  life, 
bein^  not  fiir  from  seventy  seven  years  of  age.  The  place  of 
his  birth,  the  time  and  the  character  of  his  ministry  m  Eng- 
land, are  all  involved  in  uncertainty.  We  are  told,  however, 
that  in  his  native  country,  he  ^^  suffered  much  at  the  hands 
of  the  bishops."  F.rom  England,  he  is  said  to  have  gone  to 
Holland.  He  came  to  this  country  in  1632.  He  landed  at 
Boston  on  the  5th  of  June,  and  proceeded  immediately  to 
Ljrnn,  where  his  son-in-law,  Christopher  Hussey,  was  then 
living,  at  which  place  he  commenced  his  ministrations  the 
next  Sabbath,  and  became  pastor  of  the  church.  Difficulties 
soon  arose  between  the  pastor  and  a  portion  of  the  church, 

*  Tbjf  BUtoiy  if  by  JoMph  Dow  of  HamptoD,  »nd  evinces  ffeat  research. 
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and  he  asked  a  dismission  for  himself  and  a  few  other  persons^ 
who  had  come  with  him  from  England,  and  had  constituted 
a  part  of  the  church  at  Lynn.  His  request  was  granted,  but 
instead  of  leaving  the  town,  as  had  been  expected,  he  and 
the  other  persons  dismissed,  renewed  their  former  covenant, 
intending  to  be  a  church  by  themselves,  and  to  remain  at 
Lynn.  At  this  course  so  much  dissatismction  was  manifest- 
ed., that  they  thought  it  best  to  remove  to  some  other  place. 
Having  failed  in  an  attempt  to  settle  on  Cape  Cod,  they 
came  to  Hampton  in  the  autumn  of  1638.  The  next  year, 
Rev.  Timothy  Dalton  was  associated  with  Mr.  Bachiler  in 
the  ministerial  office.  Difficulties  and  distractions  still  at- 
tended the  ministry  of  Mr.  Bachiler.  There  was  a  want  of 
harmony  between  the  two  ministers.  Both  of  them  were 
orthodox  in  sentiment,  but  they  did  not  agree  in  practice. — 
The  fault  may  not  have  been  whoUy  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Bachiler.  Some  domestic  difficulties  however,  and  someim- 
prudencies,  not  to  say  immoralities,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bach- 
iler^ gave  his  opponents  in  the  church  the  advantage.  A 
majority  of  the  church  and  of  the  town  were  against  nim. — 
In  the  mean  time,  the  people  of  the  adjoining  town  of  Exe- 
ter, having  taken  measures  for  forming  a  new  church,  invited 
him  to  become  their  pastor,  though  four  score  years  of  age. 
There  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  time  when  the  ministry 
of  Mr.  Bachiler  in  this  town  closed.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
sometime  in  the  year  1641.  In  1656  or  1657  he  went  back 
to  England,  where  he  died  at  the  great  age  of  one  hundred 
years. 

Bev.  Timothy  Dalton,  as  already  mentioned,  was  associ- 
ated with  Mr.  Bachiler  in  1639.  tne  latter  being  styled  poa- 
ioTy  and  the  former  teacher.  We  are  not  aware,  that  two 
ministers,  thus  designated,  have  ever  been  connected  with 
any  other  church  in  this  State.  The  appropriate  duties  of 
the  two  ministers  may  be  briefly  stated,  as  follows  :  "  In  the 
forenoon  of  the  Sabbath,  the  pastor  preached ;  in  the  after- 
noon, the  teacher.  In  one  part  of  the  day,  the  pastor  oflfered 
the  prater  that  preceded  the  sermon;  and  the  teacher 
the  closing  prayer;  and  in  the  other  part,  the  order 
was  reversSl.  The  teacher  pronounced  the  benediction  at 
tiie  dose  of  the  morning  service,  and  the  pastor,  at  the  close 
of  the  evening.  At  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
one  of  the  imnisters  performed  the  first  part  of  the  service, 
and  the  other,  the  last ;  the  order  in  which  they  officiated, 
being  reversed  at  each  communion.  The  ordinance  of  bap- 
tism was  likewise  administered  either  by  the  pastor  or  the 
teacher.^'    Mr.  Dalton  was  inducted  into  the  ministry,  and 
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labored  in  the  capacity  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel  in  Eng- 
land, before  his  removal  to  this  country.  He  is  said  to  have 
come  to  America  like  many  of  his  contemporaries,  to  find  a 

Slace  where  God  might  be  worshiped  in  accordance  with  the 
ictates  of  conscience. 

About  that  time  there  were  disturbances  at  Dover,  which, 
it  was  thought,  reouired  the  interference  of  the  civil  magis^ 
trate.  Mr.  Simon  ^radstreet,  afterwards  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Rev.  Hugh  Peters,  then  a  minister  of  Salem, 
subsequently  a  martjrr  to  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Dalton,  were  selected  and  sent  to  Dover  to  quell  these 
disturbances,  and,  as  Gov.  Winthrop  remarks,  "  they  brought 
matters  to  a  peaceable  end."  At  the  time  of  his  settlement 
in  Hampton,  Mr.  Dalton  was  more  than  sixty  years  old. — 
In  a  few  years,  either  from  the  fidlure  of  his  health,  or  from 
the  infirmities  of  age,  he  became  unable  to  sustain  all  the 
cares  and  perform  all  the  labors  incident  to  the  ministerial 
oflBce  in  a  new  settlement.  Two  ministers  were  associated 
with  Mr.  Dalton  in  succession,  the  united  period  of  whose 
labors  filled  nearly  the  whole  time  from  the  spring  of  1647 
till  the  close  of  his  ministry,  which  terminated  at  nis  death, 
Dec.  28,  1661,  when  he  was  about  84  years  of  a^.  The 
appellation  of  teacher^  which  was  given  him  at  his  settle- 
ment, he  retained  through  life.  At  his  death  he  was  called 
"  a  faithftUand  painful  laborer  in  God's  vineyard."  Soon 
after  Mr.  Dalton  s  settlement,  measures  were  taken  for  build- 
ing a  new  Meeting-house.  The  contract  for  building  it  was 
signed  Sept.  14,  1640  ;  but  the  work  was  not  completed  till 
several  years  afterward.  It  is  not  known  when  the  house 
was  first  occupied  for  public  worship. 

In  the  early  part  of  Mr.  Dalton's  ministiy,  he  was  not 
paid  for  his  ^rvices  by  a  stipulated  salary.  Several  grants 
of  land  were  made  to  nim,  wnich  were  ultimately  of  consid- 
erable value.  Sometime  before  his  death,  he  conveyed  by 
deed  to  the  church  and  town  of  Hampton,  "for  the  use  of 
Hie  ministry  forever,"  certain  portions  of  his  lands,  for  the 
sum  of  £200  sterling.  From  the  sale  of  these  lands,  and  of 
other  tracts  appropriated  by  the  town  for  the  support  of  the 
ministry,  a  considerable  fimd  has  been  derived^  of  which  the 
towns  set  off  from  Hampton  have  had  their  appropriate 
shares.  Mr.  Dalton,  at  his  death,  left  no  children.  At  the 
time  of  his  settlement  here,  he  had  a  son  bearing  his  own 
name,  who  was  then,  probably,  an  adult,  as  a  mrm  was 
granted  to  him  by  the  town.  vVe  have  alreadv  mentioned, 
that  in  1647,  on  account  of  the  infirmities  of  Mr.  Dalton,  he 
was  furnished  with  an  assistant.    The  person  selected  for 
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this  purpose  was  Rev.  John  Whelewright,  who  had  former- 
ly been  pastor  of  a  church  at  Exeter.  We  make  the  follow- 
ing extract  fix)m  the  contract  between  him  and  the  church 
and  town  :  "  The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  Hampton  have- 
ing  seriously  considered  the  great  pains  and  labors  that  the 
reverente  and  well-beloued  Mr.  Timothjr  Dalton  haue  taken 
amon^  them  in  the  worke  of  the  mimsti^  euen  beyond  his 
abiUtie  or  strength  of  nater  ;  And  hauemg  upon  sollemne 
seeking  of  God,  settled  ther  thoughts  upon  the  reverente 
and  well-beloued  Mr.  John  Whelewright  of  Wells  as  a  helpe 
in  the  worke  of  the  Lord  with  the  sayd  Mr.  Dalton,  our 
present  and  £aithftdl  Teacher  :  And  haue  given  the  said  Mr. 
Whelewright  a  call  to  that  end  with  the  consent  of  the  hole 
towne :  The  which  the  said  Mr.  Whelewright  doe  except 
according  unto  God,  &qJ'  Then  follow  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  our  present  purpose  to 

?uote.  He  was  settled  and  remamed  pastor  about  ten  years. 
Q  May  1658,  the  town  chose  a  committee  for  calling  another 
person  to  settle  in  connection  with  Mr.  Dalton.  Mr.  Whele- 
wright was  then  in  England,  whence  he  had  written  a  letter 
to  tiiis  church,  dated  April  20, 1658,  in  which  he  mentions 
an  interview  with  Oliver  Cromwell,  "with  whom,"  he  writes. 
"  I  had  discourse  in  private  about  the  spa<5e  of  an  hour.  All 
his  speeches  seemed  to  me  very  orthodox  and  gracious."  It 
may  nere  be  remarked,  that  tiiese  two  persons  had  in  early 
life  been  associated  at  the  University  of  Cambrid^,  in  Eng- 
land. After  the  accession  of  Charles  II.  to  the  throne,  IMG*, 
Whelewright  returned  to  this  country,  and  became  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Salisbury,  Ms.,  where  he  died  Nov.  15, 
1679^  being  the  oldest  pastor  then  in  New  E^land.  He 
married  Mary  Hutehinson,  a  sister  of  William  Hutehinson, 
the  husband  of  Ann  Hutehinson.  whogave  rise  to  the  Anti- 
nomians  in  New  England.  Mr.  Whelewright  came  to 
America  in  1636 — ^whether  for  the  first  time  or  not,  we  do 
not  pretend  to  decide-— and  landed  at  Boston  on  the  26th  of 
May.  He  and  his  wife  were  admitted  to  the  church  in  that 
town,  June  12, 1636.  At  a  Fast  in  Boston  in  December  of 
the  same  year,  he  preached  a  sermon  that  gave  offence,  as 
it  was  judged  to  reflect  on  ministers  and  ma^strates.  The 
Court  after  an  imsuccessful  effort  to  bring  him  to  retract, 
requested,  that  he  would,  "out  of  a  regard  to  the  public 
peace,  leave  the  Colony  of  his  own  accord";  but  as  he 
lefuse^^  they  sentenced  him  "to  be  disfranchised,  to  be  ban- 
ished the  jurisdiction,  and  to  be  taken  into  custody  immedi- 
ately, unless  he  should  give  security  to  depart  before  the  end 
of  March."    Declining  to  give  bail,  he  was  taken  into  custo- 
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ijy  but  released  the  next  day  oa  "iieckLxinst  himself  willing 
to  submit  to  a  simple  banishment/'  In  1638,  Mr.  Whele- 
Wright  purchased  of  the  Indians  a  considerable  tract  of  land 
aroimd  Squamscot  Falls,  and  founded  the  town  of  Exeter, 
and  took  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  church  formed  there.  In 
1642,  that  town  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Colony 
from  which  he  had  four  years  beifore  been  banished,  and  as 
that  sentence  had  not  been  reversed,  he  now  removed  from 
Exeter  to  Wells,  in  the  Province  of  Maine.  Mr.  Whele- 
wright  afterward  made  some  slight  acknowledgment,  and 
in  1644,  the  (General  Court  removed  the  sentence  of  banish- 
ment, so  that  when  he  received  an  invitation  to  come  to 
Hampton,  there  was  no  legal  objection  to  his  accepting  it. 
At  the  verytime  of  the  ^tinomian  troubles  in  M^,ssachu- 
setts,  Mr.  Whelewright  had  many  warm  friends,  even  in 
Boston,  who  regarded  him  as  an  innocent  and  injured  maxL 
At  a  somewhat  later  period,  some  distinguished  men,  who 
had  always  sympathized  with  his  opponents,  admitted,  that, 
in  their  opimon,  he  was  a  good  man  and  one  '^  that  had  the 
root  of  the  matter  in  him."  His  sermon,  which  gave  so 
much  offence,  is,  happily^  still  preserved,  and  one  of  the 
ablest  jurists  that  New  Hampshire  has  ever  produced,  after 
a  careml  perusal  of  it,  publidy  declared,  that,  in  his  judg- 
ment, the  charge  of  sedition  was  "wholly  groundless  ;  there 
was  not  the  least  color  for  it."  And  the  General  Court 
afterwards  certified  the  excellence  of  his  character.  Mr. 
Whelewright  received  in  compensation  for  his  services  here, 
in  addition  to  a  house-lot  and  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres, 
the  pajrm^it  of  certain  charges,  and  the  sum  of  £40  per  an- 
num. 

Mr.  Seaborn  Cotton  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  in 
1660,  having  assisted  Mr.  Dalton  in  the  ministry  about  two  * 
years  and  near  the  close  of  the  following  year,  by  the  death 
of  the  teacher y  the  whole  care  of  the  church  devolved  upon 
him.  He  continued  his  ministiy  here,  without  much  inter- 
ruption, till  it  was  suddenlv  terminated  bv  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  19, 1686,  when  he  was  in  the  fifty  third  year 
of  his  age,  having  been  pastor  of  the  church  about  one-half 
that  number  of  years.  Mr.  Cotton  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Bev.  John  Cotton,  of'  Boston,  and  was  bom  August  12, 
1633,  while  his  parents  were  crossing  the  ocean  on  their  way 
to  America.  Sept.  6,  two  days  after  their  arrival  at  Boston, 
they  dedicated  hmi  to  GKxl  in  baptism,  and  in  consideration 
of  the  circumstances  of  his  birtn^gave  him  the  name  Sea- 
horn.  Mr.  Cotton  graduated  at  ffirvard  coU^  in  1651, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.    At  what  date  be  began  to 
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preach,  we  have  not  b^n  able  to  ascertain.  He  was  ^  eff- 
teemed  a  thorough  scholar  and  an  able  preacher."  At  a 
town  meeting  March  25,  1664,  it  was  "  voted,  and  agreed 
yt  those  yt  are  willing  to  have  their  children  called  forth  to 
be  catecmsed,  shall  give  in  their  names  to  Mr.  Cotton  for 
that  end,  between  this  and  the  second  day  of  the  next 
month." 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  record  remains— nerhaps, 
none  was  kept — of  the  proceedings  of  the  church  while  unaer 
the  care  of  the  first  three  ministers.  Nor  did  Mr.  Cotton, 
the  fourth  minister,  keep  z,fvXl  record.  He  left  a  list  of  68 
members  upon  some  loosepapers.  There  is  less  uncertainty 
in  relation  to  parochial  afiairs,  as  the  town  records  furnish  a 
considerable  amount  of  reliable  and  valuable  information. 
It  will  be  sufficient  to  notice  two  or  three  fiwts :  We  learn 
that  the  town  granted  to  Mr.  Cotton  a  farm  of  200  acres, 
and  gave  him  at  first  £  65  a  year,  but  afterward  increased 
his  salary  to  £70,  and,  in  1667,  to  £80.  We  find  also  that 
a  new  Meeting-house  was  erected  in  the  summer  of  1675,  at 
the  raising  of  which,  all  the  males  in  the  town,  of  twenty 
years  of  age  and  upwards,  were  required  to  be  present  and 
to  assist,  under  a  penalty  of  twelve  pence  each,  for  neglect. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  one,  Mr.  Cotton  married  Dorothy,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Gov.  Simon  Bradstreet,  with  whom  he 
lived  sixteen  years,  and  by  whom  he  had  nine  children. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Cotton,  the  church,  or  rather,  the 
town,  soon  began  to  make  eflforts  to  obtain  another  pastor. 
Their  choice  fell  on  Mr.  John  Cotton,  the  eldest  son  of  their 
late  minister,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  treat  with 
him  in  reference  to  a  settlement.  Mr.  Cotton  declined  ordi- 
nation, though  he  consented  to  preach.  In  the  course  of  a 
few  years,  the  invitation  to  him  to  become  pastor  of  the 
church,  was  several  times  renewed,  and  as  often  declined. 
During  a  portion  of  the  years  1690  and  1691,  Mr.  Cotton 
was  absent,  and  Rev.  John  Pike,  the  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Dover,  being  driven  from  his  home  by  the  ravages  of  the 
Indians,  supplied  the  pulpit  here,  and  received  an  invitation 
to  settle,  wnich  he  declined.  Another  invitation  was  exten- 
ded to  Mr.  Cotton,  and  he  at  length  consented  to  be  ordained 
and  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  church.  His  ordination 
took  place  Nov.  19,  1696.  At  the  time  of  his  ordination 
only  ten  male  and  fifteen  female  members  remained.  But 
the  number  was  soon  enlarged.  Seventy  persons  were  ad- 
mitted to  fiill  communion  during  the  first  year  of  his  pasto- 
rate^  and  two  hundred  and  twentv,  during  the  whole  period 
of  his  ministry.    Mr.  Cotton  lived  among  nis  people,  beloved 
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and  respected,  and  died  verj  much  lamented,  and  his  mem- 
ory was  long  held  dear.  His  death  occm*red  suddenly, 
Idarch  27,  l71Ck  when  he  was  nearly  fifty-two  years  of  age. 
He  was  ^m  May  8, 1658,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  col- 
lege in  1678. 

In  less  than  three  months  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Cotton, 
-  the  town  voted  to  give  a  call  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Gookin,  to 
.  become  their  minister.  The  terms  being  made  satisfactory, 
Mr.  Gk)okin  accepted  the  call  and  was  ordained  Nov.  15, 
1710.  A  little  prior  to  this  time,  the  people  in  that  part  of 
the  town,  called  the  Falls,  began  to  agitate  the  subject  of 
forming  a  new  church.  About  one  year  after  Mr.  Gookin's 
ordination,  the  church  was  formed,  forty-nine  members  of 
the  old  church  having  been  dismissed  for  this  purpose.  Be- 
fore the  close  of  his  ministry,  the  old  church  also  dismisscyi 
a  conriderable  number  of  persons,  to  be  formed  into  new 
churches  at  Kingston  and  at  Bye. 

The  fourth  Meeting-house  for  the  use  of  the  old  church 
and  the  people  at  the  town,  was  built  during  Mr.  Gookin's 
ministry.  It  was  constructed  with  two  tiers  of  galleries, 
.one  above  the  other.  At  first  it  contained  but  one  pew.  and 
that  for  the  use  of  the  minister's  family ;  the  rest  or  the 
house  being  fttmished  with  seats  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  people.  But  persons  were  not  permitted  to  select  seats 
for  themselves.  To  prevent  conftision  fiom  such  a  course, 
the  town  either  assigned  seats  to  the  several  worshipers, 
by  vote,  or  appointed  "a  committee  of  meet  men"  to  ao  it. 
Whatever  seat  mieht,  in  either  of  these  ways,  be  assigned 
to  any  individual,  he  was  expected  to  occupv  that,  and  no 
other,  till  a  new  assignment  should  be  made  oy  order  of  the 
town.  It  should  be  stated  that,  though  only  one  pew  was 
made  in  the  new  Meeting-house,  when  it  was  built,  yet  oth- 
er pews  were  added  from  time  to  time,  being  in  most  instan- 
ces built,  at  the  expense  of  the  persons  who  were  to.  occupy 
them. 

In  the  autumn  of  1727,  the  people  here,  and  throughout 
New  England,  were  greatly  alarmed  by  a  succession  of  JEartb- 
quakes  J,  tne  first  and  most  violent  of  which  occurred  on  the 
29th  01  October.  It  was  tiie  Sabbath.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr. 
Gookin  preached  from  Ezekid  7 :  7—"  The  day  of  trouble  is 
near."  In  the  preparation  of  the  sermon  during  the  week 
previous,  he  feund  it  so  difficult  to  fix  his  attention  upon  any 
other  subject,  except  a  Undred  (me  which  formed  the  theme 
of  his  forenoon's  discourse,  that  he  seemed  to  have  a  presenti- 
ment, that  something  unusual  was  about  to  occur,  in  refeyr- 
enoe  to  this,  atthoujp^  he  disclaimed  all  pretensions  to  the  ^ 
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of  prophecy,  he  remarked  in  his  sermon,  "I  know  not  hut 
there  may  be  a  particular  warning,  designed  by  Qtxi,  of  some 
day  of  trouble  near,  perhaps  to  me,  pernaps  to  you,  perhaps 
to  all  of  us."  A  few  hourt  passed  away,  and  in  the  evening 
the  earthquake  came  "with  a  terrible  noise,  something  like 
thunder,"  and  "the  houses  trembled,  as  if  they  were  felling." 
Consternation  seized  both  men  and  beasts.  "The  brute  crea- 
tures ran  roaring  about  the  fields,  as  in  the  greatest  distress ; 
and  mankind  were  as  much  surprised  as  they,  and  some  with 
a  verjr  great  terror."  All  "saw  a  necessity  for  looking  to  God 
for  ms  protection."  As  shocks,  though  slighter  than  the 
first,  continued  to  be  felt  day  aJPter  day  for  a  considerable 
time,  the  people  generally  became  thoughtful  and  serious. 
They  met  together  for  religious  services,  and  many  were 
found  "asking  the  w&j  to  Zion,  with  their  laces  thitherward," 
and,before  the  close  of  the  next  year,  more  than  seventvpersons 
were  gathered  into  the  church.  Mr.  Gookin's  healtn  feiling, 
it  was  found  necessary  that  he  should  be  assisted  in  his  labors, 
as  early  as  July,  1731.  and  perhaps  earlier.  Several  persons 
were  employed  at  different  times  to  render  such  assistance, 
and.  a  little  before  the  death  of  the  pastor,  one  of  them  was 
settled  as  his  colleague.  Mr.  Gookm  died  of  a  slow  fever, 
Au§.  25,  1734,  a^ed  nearly  48  years,  one  half  of  this  time 
liavmg  been  spent  in  the  service  of  this  church.  During  his 
ministry,  ^0  persons  wa^  admitted  to  full  oonmmnion  with 
Hie  church,  and  about  975  baptized.  Years  before  his  death, 
tim  worthy  minister  said  tfatt,  in  case  he  should  be  taken 
away  firom  nis  femily,  his  great  comfort,  next  to  his  hope  in 
^e  merciful  j»*ovidence  of  God,  was  that  ne  should  leave  them 
with  a  kind  and  loving  people.  His  confidence  in  his  people 
was  not  misi^aced.  Tne  town  by  a  unanimous  vote  api»EO- 
piiated  £1(X)  to  pay  the  fbneral  ctuu^  of  their  beloved 
pietor,  and  soon  after  made  ample  provision  for  the  comfor- 
table support  of  his  widow  ana  her  fiunily,  by  building  a 
house  and  bam  for  her  use,  fumishiug  her  with  fuel  and 
imous  other  articles,  and  granting  her  an  annuity  of  £80 
during  her  natural  life ;  nor  was  &e  UBW<»rthy  the  bene&c- 
tioM  of  the  people,  so  liberally  bestowed. 

One  of  the  persons  employed  by  the  town,  to  preaeh  for 
Bev.  Mr.  Gookin  ^kiringms  protracted  fflness,  was  Mr.  Ward 
Ootton,  whose  first  sermon  in  Hampton  was  delivered  in 
JFtdy,  1781.  Nearly  tiiree  yeaars  aefterward,  iie  w«s  invited  to 
nettle,  and  having  accepted  the  invitation,  was  ordamed  ool- 
league  pastor.  At  his  ordination,  a  sennon  was  preached  by 
"his  brother  Bev.  John  Ootton,  or  Newton,  Ms.  This  is  like 
ikit  aocount  tiiat  we  have  of  a  senvNi  being  pieached  at 
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an  ordination  here.  It  is  not  improbable^  that  hitherto^  the 
candidates  for  settlement  had  themselves  preached,  on  such 
occasions.  The  church  at  this  time  appears  to  have  been  in 
a  prosperous  condition.  It  consisted  of  253  members,  one 
third  of  whom  were  males.  About  four  years  later,  a  large 
portion  of  the  members  who  lived  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town,  formed  a  new  church  at  what  was  then  caued  North- 
Hill, — ^now  the  town  of  North  Hampton. 

In  1746  the  Board  of  War  in  Massachusetts  invited  Mr. 
Cotton  to  go  to  Cape  Breton,  as  ohanlain  to  the  army  about 
to  be  sent  for  the  reduction  of  Louisbuig.  He  laid  the  re- 
quest before  the  church  and  inquired  whither  they  were  wUl- 
ing  that  he  should  go.  The  church  generally  toted  in  the 
negative;  only  about  ten  voting  in  favor,  "and  they  had 
clmdren  or  other  relatives  there."  Mr.  Cotton's  ministry  was 
long^  than  that  of  any  of  his  predecessors,  but  it  closed  before 
his  death.  Charges  were  brought  against  him,  of  conducting 
himself  on  several  occasionisin  a  manner  inconsistent  with 
the  character  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  The  whole  matter 
"was  submitted  to  a  mutual  counm.  After  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation, the  council  considered  the  charges  substantiated, 
though  they  charitably  suggested,  that  his  errors  might  be 
attributed  to  a  paraljrtic  shock,  from  which  he  had  simered, 
and  which  haa  somewhat  impaired  his  mental  fiumlties. 
They,  however,  reconmiended^^uiat  his  pastoral  relation  to  the 
church  should  be  dissolved.  The  result  of  council  was  accep- 
ted, and  Mr.  Cotton  was  dismissed  Nov.  12. 1765.  During 
his  ministry  427  persons  were  admitted  to  ndl  communion, 
and  about  1200  were  baptized. 

The  next  pastor  of  the  church  was  Bev.  Ebenezer  Thayer, 
who  received  a  call  in  June,  1766,  and  was  ordained  on  the 
17th  of  September  following  The  ordination  sermon  was 
preached  by  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot,  D.  D.,  of  Boston,  from 
2d  Tunothy,  2 :  15.  Though  the  caEratended  to  Mr.  Thayer 
was  nearly  unanimous,  yet  a  remonstrance  was  presented  to 
the  council  assemblea  for  his  ordination,  s^ed  by  more 
than  twenty  persons,  who  expressed  their  apprdiension,  that 
if  the  candidate  Ishduld  be  ordained,  '^  tiie  town  was  on  ihe 
verge  of  ruin."  The  reasons  assigned  were  two : — ^first,  that 
the  meetings,  that  had  been  held,  ^had  not  been  carried  on 
with  that  love  and  unity  which  are  necessary  in  tiie  call  of 
a  gospel  minister;''  seccmd,  ''that  so  large  a  salary  had  been 
voted  to  Mr.  Thayer,  Ihat  the  town  would  never  be  aWe  to 
pay  it."  Notwithstanding  this  remonstrance,  the  ordination 
took  place  at  the  time  appointed;  Ihe  salarv  was  paid  ftom 
year  to  year,  and  Vie  Unon  was  not  nrinei.    Mr.  Thayer^s 
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ministrj  continued  about  26  years,  and  was  generally  pros- 
perous. Embracing  the  whole  period  of  the  American  Kev- 
olution  and  of  the  Confederation  that  preceded  the  adoption 
oif  the  Constitution,  he  and  his  people  were  not  exempt  from 
the  toils  and  trials  attendant  upon  onr  country's  struggle  for 
libertj^  nor  from  the  suffering  occasioned  by  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency.  But  his  people  acted  justly.  They 
consulted  .with  him  from  time  to  time,  to  find  what  addition- 
al sums  must  be  paid  him  in  order  to  make  good  his  salary, 
and  paid  him  accordingly.  During  his  ministry  102  persons 
were  admitted  to  full  communion^  and  641  baptized.  Mr. 
Thayer's  labors  terminated  only  with  his  life.  On  Sabbath, 
Sept.  5,  Ur92.  he  preached,  as  usual.  In  the  evening  he 
became  imwell,  and  just  as  the  sun  rose  the  next  morning, 
he  fell  asleep  in  death,  at  the  age  of  58  years,  leaving  au 
aflfectionate  P^pie  to  mourn  his  sudden  departure.  He  was 
bom  July  16.  1734,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  college  in 
1753,  where  ne  was  afterward  a  tutor  six  years,  performing 
the  duties  of  his  station  in  a  very  acceptaole  manner.  He 
married  Martha  Cotton,  a  niece  of  his  predecessor  in  the 
pastoral  office. 

There  were  invitations  successively  given  to  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Thayer  son  of  the  late  pastor  and  to  Mr.  Daniel  Dana  to 
become  the  i)astor  of  the  church,  but  both  refiised.  Several 
other  candidates  preached  here,  who  were  favorably  received 
b^  a  maiority  of  the  town,  but  fiiiled  to  secure  the  approba- 
tion of  the  church.  The  consequence  was,  there  was  an  open 
rupture.  A  majoritv  of  the  town,  finding  that  they  could 
not.  according  to  Congregational  usage,  settle  a  minister 
witnout  the  consent  of  the  church,  vot^  themselves  Presby- 
terians, and  joined  thepresbytery  of  Londonderry.  By  their 
aid  they  settied  Mr.  Wuliam  Pidgin,  as  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, who  received  ordination,  Jan.  27^  1796,  and  continued 
in  omce  till  July.  1807,  when  he  was  dismissed.  Mr.  Pidgin 
was  a  native  of  Newbury,  and  graduated  at  Dartmouth  col- 
lege in  1794.  After  his  dismission  firom  this  place,  he  was 
settled  over  a  church  in  Minot,  Me.,  and  afterward  removed 
to  Portland  where  he  died.  When  the  course  of  the  town 
was  known,  a  large  majority  of  the  church,  still  adhering  to 
the  Congregatiomd  polity,  and  encouraged  by  the  advice  of 
neizhbonng  clergsrmen^  without  hesitation  resolved  to  procure 
a  Congregational  minister.  They,  with  others  that  rallied 
round  them,  soon  formed  a  Congremtional  Society,  aod,  as 
the  Presbvterians  had  possession  of  the  Meeting-house,  a  large 
dwelling-house  was  hired,  in  which  to  hold  tiieir  meetings, 
till  they  could  make  some  other  provision.    Some  of  uie 
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ndghbormg  ministers  preached  for  them  a  few  Sabbaths,  and 
on  the  17th  of  April,  1796,  Mr.  Jesse  Appleton  delivered 
his  first  sermon.    He  continued  to  preach  K)r  them  about  ten 
months,  when,  having  received  an  invitation  to  become  their 
pastor,  he  was  ordained  Feb.  22, 1797.    Bev.  Samuel  McClin- 
tock,  D.D;  preached  on  the  occasion.    The  spring  following 
they  began  to  build  a  Meeting-house,  which  was  finished  the 
same  year,  and  dedicated  Nov.  14, 1797.    Mr.  Appleton  was 
fully  aware  of  the  responsibility  oi  the  ministerial  office,  and 
he  fearlessly  and  faithfully  yet  with  remarkable  prudence, 
performed  the  duties  of  his  station.     By  an  orderly  distribu- 
tion of  his  time  and  a  strict  and  uniform  adherence  to  a  well- 
dieted  plan  for  study,  for  parochial  calls,  and  for  other 
labors^  he  was  enabled  to  accomplish  much, 
being  m  a  hurry.     Such  were  his  arrangements  i 
tions  for  the  Sabbath,  that  he  was  seldom  obli 
in  the  pulpit  with  an  ill-constructed,  or  hastil 
course.   In  1807,  without  having  been  previously 
was  elected  to  the  Presidency  of  Bowdoin  coUeg 
by  the  death  of  Bev.  Dr.  McEean,  and  his  a( 
warmly  urged  by  the  fiiends  of  the  Institution, 
for  literary  pursuits,  his  discriminating  mind, 
and  his  deep  interest  in  the  wel&re  of  youth,  ad 
him  for  the  station  to  which  he  had  been  called; 
from  sundering  the  tender  ties  which  boimd  him  to  an  afiec- 
tionate  and  beloved  people.    Uncertain  as  to  his  duty,  he  laid 
the  subject  before  the  church.    A  council  was  called  in  Nov. 
ISCyZj  not  for  the  jjurpose  of  merely  sanctioning  a  foregone 
decision,  but  of  hearing  and  examining  the  case,  and  of  giving 
advice  to  both  pastor  and  people.    In  their  result,  the  councu 


that  his  pastoral  relations  to  the  church  should  be  dissolved. 
The  result  was  accepted,  and  he  was  accordingly  dismissed, 
and  soon  after  inaugurated  as  President  of  the  college.  Mr. 
Appleton  was  a  son  of  Francis  Appleton,  of  New  Ipswich, 
and  was  bom  Nov.  17, 1772.  He  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
college  in  1792.  In  1800  he  married  Elizabeth  Means, 
daud^ter  of  Hon.  Eobert  Means,  of  Amherst.  They  haa 
six  oiildren,  three  daughters  bom  at  Hampton,  and  three  sons 
at  Brunswick,  Me.  Of  these,  only  two  are  now  living,  viz. 
Mary  Means,  the  wife  df  John  Aikin,  Esq.  of  Andover,  Ms. 
and  Jane  Means,  the  wife  of  Franklin  Pierce,  now  President 
of  the  United  States.  Dr.  Appleton  died  at  Brunswick, 
Nov.  24, 1819,  aged  47  years  ana  seven  days. 
6 
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The  Congregationalaiid  the  PresbTterian  chinches  were  now 
both  destitute  of  pastors.  It  was  by  many  thought  best  that 
a  re-union  should  oe  effected.  An  effort  was  successfollv  made 
to  accomplidi  an  object  so  desirable.  The  terms  of  union 
having  been  agreed  upon,  the  Presbyterians  returned  to  the 
bosom  of  the  mother  church.  The  old  Meeting-house,  at  the 
Green,  was  forsaken,  and  a  year  or  two  afterwards  taken 
down.  Over  the  church  thus  constituted,  Rev.  Josiah  Webster 
was  settled  June  8,  1808.  The  installation  sermon  was 
preached  by  Rev.  Samuel  Worcester,  of  Salem,  Ms.  At 
that  time  the  church  consisted  of  135  members.  During  his 
xninistry,  l^ere  were  several  seasons  of  refreshing,  and  as  the 
result  of  one  of  these,  in  1827,  fifty  persons  were  gathered  into 
the  churdi.  The  whole  number  admitted  during  his  minis- 
tnr  was  170.  Mr.  Webster  remained  pastor  of  the  church 
tifi  he  was  called  away  by  death.  His  last  public  act  was  the 
preaching  of  the  sermon  at  the  ordination  of  his  son  John 
Calvin,  at  Newburyport,  Ms.  where  he  was  ordained  as  Sea- 
men's Chaplain  at  the  port  of  Cronstadt,  in  Russia,  March  15, 
1837.  His  health  had  previously  been  infirm,  and  this  effort 
was  more  than  he  could  endure.  The  day  following,  he 
returned  home  to  die.  He  remarked,  tliat  he  thought 
his  work  on  earth  was  done,  and  then  added,  "Well^  if  it  be 
so,  I  know  not  with  what  act  I  could  close  my  life  with  more 
satisfaction.''  He  died  March  27,  twelve  days  after  the 
ordination. 

About  one  year  after  Mr.  Webster's  decease,  a  call  to  Mr. 
Erafflnus  Darwin  Eldredge,  a  native  of  Dunstable,  Ms.,  having 
b^n  given  and  accepted,  ne  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church 
April  4, 1838.  During  his  pastorate  of  about  eleven  years, 
there  were  several  seasons  of  more  than  ordinary  religious 
interest  among  his  people,  and  considerable  additions  were 
made  to  the  church.  Mr.  Eldredge  was  dismissed,  at  his  own 
request,  May  7, 1849,  and  was  soon  after  settled  at  Salisbury 
in  this  State.  He  now  has  the  charge  of  a  Female  Seminary 
at  Monticello,  Georgia. 

Mr.  Solomon  Payson  Fay  succeeded  Mr.  Eldredge  in  the 
pastoral  office,  and  was  ordained  Sept.  6,  1849.  He  was 
a  native  of  Westborough,  Ms.  though  his  parents  now  live 
in  Ohio.  He  graduated  at  Marietta  college,  in  1845,  and 
studied  theoloCT  at  Andover,  Ms.  A  few  months  after  his 
settlement  at  Hampton  he  married  L.  Maria  Brigham,  of 
Southborough,  Ms.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of 
1854,  Mr.  Fay  having  been  invited  to  take  the  pastoral  charge 
of  a  Congregational  church  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  asked  and 
received  a  dismission  from  this  church,  to  enable  him  to  aooept 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


HAMPTON  TALL8.  75 

the  call  from  the  church  at  Dayton,  over  which  he  was  soon 
after  installed. 

The  ordination  oi  Mr.  John  Colby,  as  pastor  of  this  church . 
took  place  Oct.  31, 1855.  Rev.  J.  P.  Cleveland,  D.  D.  of 
LoweU,  Ms.  preached  the  sermon.  Mr.  Colby  was  bom  at 
York,  Me.,  Oct.  1, 1822,  graduated  at  Dartmouth  college  in 
1852  and  at  the  Andover  Theo.  Seminary  in  1855.  He  began 
his  ministiy  under  pleasing  circumstances,  for  the  next  &tb- 
bath  affcer  nis  ordination  six  persons  united  with  the  church, 
two  of  them  young  men  in  a  course  of  preparation  for  CoU^. 
The  church  now  embraces  one  hundred  and  seventy  members 
and  has  paid  a  salary  of  (600. 


HAMPTON  FALLS.* 

Hampton  Falls  was  incorporated  as  a  Parish  May  12, 
1718.  It  was  formerly  a  part  of  Hampton.  The  first  Meet- 
ing-house was  erected  as  early  as  1711.  It  stood  on  the 
"Hill,''  and  occupied  the  present  Trite  of  the  Weare  Monu- 
ment. It  was  occupied  bdfore  it  was  entirely  finished.  In 
1737  it  was  thoroughly  repaired,  and  a  new  roof  put  upon 
it.  In  1780  it  was  voted,  to  sell  the  old  Meeting-house,  and 
appropriate  the  avails  to  the  support  of  the  poor.  Oct.  20, 
1768,  "voted  to  build  a  new  Meeting-house,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  the  inhabitants."  This  house,  55  by  40  feet,  was  ready 
for  dedication  Jan.  1770.  It  stood  till  the  year  1842^  when 
it  was  taken  down  by  order  of  the  town.  Its  site  is  now 
oocupied  hy  the  dwelling-house  of  Wells  W.  Healey^  Esq. 
The  Unitarian  Meeting-house  stands  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  road,  and  was  dedicated  Jan.  1, 1839.  Dec.  9, 1711, 
forty  seven  persons  were  dismissed  from  the  old  church  in 
Hampton,  "in  order  to  their  entering  into  church-state  in 
the  south  part  of  the  town."  Dec.  13th,  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer  was  observed  and  a  church  oiganized  consisting 
of  56  persons.  Bev.  Messrs.  Odlin,  of  Exeter,  Gushing,  of 
Salisbury,  Ms.  and  Gookin  of  Hampton,  assisted  on  the  oc- 
casion. "  The  Bev.  Mr.  Gushing  preacht  and  gathered  the 
church."  A  short  time  after  its  organization  19  persons 
were  received  by  letter  to  the  church. 

"  Theophilus  Cotton  was  ordained  Pas-Tour  of  the  church 
of  Hamptonfalls,  The  2d  Jan.  1712.  The  Revd.  mr  Rodg- 
ers  of  Portsmoutii  gndng  him  the  Charge,  And  the  Revd. 
Mr.   Cushing  of  Sdisbury  giving  him  the  Right  Hand  ot 

«  Sketch  by  B«r.  8.  T.  Abbott. 
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Fellowshii)/'  His  salary  was  £60  a  year.  In  1721,  it  waa 
increased  by  the  addition  of  £  20.  Mr.  Cotton  was  a  grand* 
son  of  Bev.  John  Ootton  of  Boston,  who  was  much  distin- 
goished  in  the  early  history  of  this  country.  His  &ther 
whose  name  was  John,  was  mimster  in  Plymouth.  Ms.  twen- 
ty  eight  years.  Mr.  Cotton's  ministry  continuea  about  15 
years,  during  which  98  persons  were  received  to  full  com- 
muni<Hi :  35  owned  the  covenant,  in  order  to  their  own  or 
their  children's  baptism,  and  468, 72  of  which  were  from  the 
Shoals,  were  baptized.  Seven  persons  were  dismissed  Sept. 
12,  1725,  to  become  connected  with  a  church,  to  be  formed 
at  Kingston.  The  church  appears  to  have  been  in  a  peace- 
ful and  prosperous  condition  during  the  whole  period  of  Mr. 
Cotton's  ministry.  In  his  quiet  country  parish,  he  snent 
the  active  years  of  his  life  in  diligent  lallors  for  tne  good  of 
a  people  by  whoin  he  wn8  highly  esteemed,  and  enjoying  the 
respect  of  the  neighboring  ministry.  The  Rev.  mi.  Gmlnn 
of  Hampton,  wm>  preacS^  the  funeral  sermon  the  next 
Sabbath  after  his  death,  from  2  Cor.  5 :  4,  and  John  5  :  35, 
'^gave  him  a  good  character."  His  ministry  was  closed  by 
his  death.  The  church  records  contain  the  following  notice : 
"August  16, 1726,  Died  the  Revd.  Mr.  Theophilus  Cotton- 
Pastor  of  the  second  Church  in  Hampton  after  a  &ithfuli 
Discharge  of  that  office  for  ni^  15  years  &  was  Decently 
Buried  the  18th  following,  at  the  charge  of  the  Parish." — 
He  was  buried  in  ibe  old  burying  ground.^  andamonument 
erected  over  his  grave  which  bears  the  following  inscription  : 
"  Here  lyes  ye  Iwdy  of  ye  Bevd.  Mr.  Theophilus  Cotton,  ve 
First  Minister  of  ye  Church  at  Hamptonfalls,  who  after  he 
had  served  Gkxi  faithfully  in  his  generation^  Deceased.  Au- 
gust ye  16th,  1726,  in  ^e  45th  year  of  his  agje.  Ble&ed 
are  the  dead  which  die  %n  the  Lord/'  After  ms  death  it 
was  voted  to  buy  buildings  and  lands  of  Mrs.  Cotton  for 
"the  use  of  the  parish  forever." 

In  Sept.  1726,  Mr.  Edmund  March  was  invited' to  preach 
as  a  candidate  for  settlement.  In  October  of  the  same  year 
Mr.  Whipple  was  employed.  In  Nov.  he  received  a  caU  to 
settle  as  pastor.  His  ordination  took  place  Jan.  4th,  1727. 
His  salary  was  £  120  a  year  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage. — 
In  1732  £  20  were  added  to  it,  afterwards  £  30  were  added, 
and  then  £  40.  Under  this  ministry,  which  continued  more 
than  thirty  years,  the  church  appears  to  have  been  in  a  pros- 
perous state.    About  236  persons  were  received  to  ftdl  com- 

•  The  old  burying  groand  it  fint  mealioned  in  the  reeorde  March  18, 1799-8.  Tliefe 
•leep  with  kindred  dmt  the  bodies  of  the  ilrtt  three  minietera  of  Hampton  Falla.  And 
there  repoee  the  remains  of  Hon.  Mesheeh  Weare,  the  first  Chief  Bfagistrmte  of  New 
Hampshire  after  die  ReTolntioB,  with  thoee  of  ieYtrnl  memben  of  his  famUy. 
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monion,  179  owned  or  renewed  the  covenant,  and  1136  were 
baptized.  Discrpline  was  careftilly  maintained.  The  church 
wag  invited  to  sixteen  councils,  thirteen  of  which  were  for 
ordination.  Of  ninety  one  dismissed  and  recommended  to 
otiier  churches,  57  were  dismissed  Oct.  4, 1737  "to  incorpo- 
rate at  Kensii^on."  Mr.  Whipple  was  a  native  of  that 
part  of  Ipswich  which  is  now  Hamilton,  Ms.  He  was  bom 
m  1701.  His  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth.  Bhe  owned  the 
tovenant,  uid  was  baptized  April  14, 1728,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  fiill  communion  Jime  2,  of  the  same  year.  She  sur- 
vived her  husband  who  died  Feb.  17,  1757.  She  was  much 
beloved  by  the  people  with  whoi»  she  had  so  long  resided.— 
Her  second  husband  who  was  Bev.  John  Lowell,  it  is  said, 
preached  the  first  Sabbath  after  Mr.  Whipple's  death  from 
the  words,  "I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless,  I  wiU  come  to 
3rou."  But  when  he  came  and  carried  her  away,  the  people 
said,  *'  We  never  desired  such  miserable  comfort  as  this." 
She  died  in  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Whipple  was  an  active,  eS^ 
cient  pastor.  The  Bev.  Thomas  Barnard  of  Salem,  Ms.  who 
preached  the  ordination  sermon  of  his  successor,  thus  ^eaks 
of  him :  "  your  late  jnoet  worthy  Pastor,  that  Friend  of  Man- 
kind, who  is  now  we  trust  in  full  Exercise  of  that  generous 
Friendship  and  universal  Love  (in  the  Paradise  of  the 
Lord,)  which  he  so  cultivated,  and  of  which  he  was  such  a 
shining  example  in  Life."  He  disapproved  of  the  eourse  of 
Whitefield,  and  was  one  of  the  clergymten  "  who  wrote  to 
ihe  Boston  ministers,  representing  the  evils  resulting  from 
admitting  Whitefield  into  their  pulpits."  He  was  rmried 
bv  the  side  of  his  predecessor.  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton.  The  Par- 
iw  authorized  a  committee  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  fti- 
neral  "  provided  it  did  not  exce«d  four  hundred  pounds  old 
t^aor."  His  gravestone  bears  this  inscription :  **  Here  lies 
the  body  of  the  Revd  Mr  Joseph  Whipple,  who  having  wise- 
ly and  nuthfrilly  discharged  the  pastoral  office,  in  the  Second 
Uhmth  in  Hampton,  deceased  Febiy  17th  17ff7,  in  the  56th 
vear  of  his  a^  &  32d  of  his  ministry,  highly  esteemed  & 
beloved  in  life,  a^  in  death  much  lament^." 

May  3, 1757,  a  call  was  extended  to  Josiah  Bailey,  which 
was  accMepted,  and  he  was  ordained  Oct.  19,  1757.  The 
salary  o£^red  was  £42,  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage.  The 
amount  of  salary  was  afterwards  increased.  Mr.  Bailey's 
ministry  was  brief,  but  acceptable.  He  was  thoroughly 
evangefical,  and  devotedly  pious.  Under  his  ministir  th^ 
cause  of  reugion  received  a  new  impulse,  and  the  church  was 
much  revived;  23  owned  or  renewed  the  covenant,  and 
122  were  baptized.    He  was  bom  Jan.  26, 1734,  graduated 
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at  Hanraid  1752.  at  the  a^  of  18.  He  was  never  marriecL 
He  was  much  beloved  by  ms  people.  They  deeply  lamented 
his  early  death.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Barnard,  who  was  ms  instruct- 
or, specucs  of  him  in  terms  of  commendation.  He  lies  buried 
by  the  side  of  his  predecessors.  Cotton  and  Whipple.  His 
gravestone  bears  this  inscription,  "  Here  are  interred  the 
remains  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Josiah  Bailey,  the  third  pastor  of 
the  church  in  Hampton  Falls,  who  after  he  had  wisely  and 
&ithfiilly  dischar^  the  duties  of  his  office  for  the  space  of 
5  years,  was  received  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord,  Sept.  12th. 
1762,  -ffiitatis  28."  Before  another  minister  was  settled  23 
persons  were  baptized. 

"  Dec.  14, 1763,  Paine  Wingate,  A.  M.,  was  ordained  pas- 
tor of  the  second  church  of  Christ  in  Hampton,  having  oeen 
first  received  by  them  upon  his  dismission  and  recommenda- 
tion fix)m  the  second  cnurch  of  Christ  in  Amesbury,  and 
then  elected  from  among  them."  No  note  of  discord  appears 
in  the  experience  of  this  church  for  more  than  50  years  from 
the  time  of  its  organization.  Jan.  28, 1765,  aportion  of 
the  church,  professing  dissatisfeu^tion  with  Mr.  Wingate  on 
the  ground  of  doctrm'e,  asked  to  be  dismissed  that  they 
might  be  formed  into  a  Presbyterian  church.  This  was  one 
of  the  first  steps  toward  forming  a  Presbyterian  church  in 
Seabrook,  then  a  part  of  Hampton  Falls.  When  Seabrodc 
became  a  separate  parish,  a  proposition  was  made  to  change 
the  location  of  the  Meeting-house.  This  met  with  strenuous 
opposition.  But  a  new  house  was  built  ^^  near  the  center  of 
the  inhabitants.^'  Jan.  30, 1770,  a  majority  of  the  paridi 
^^  voted  that  the  Bev.  Mr.  Fain  Win^te  shall  go  to  the  new 
Meeting-house,  and  preach  and  dedicate  the  said  house  to 
the  pul^c  worship  of  Gk)d  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be." 
This  he  declined  to  do.  In  Dec.  they  revised  to  raise  his 
salary.  April  23, 1771,  an  ecclesiastical  council  was  called 
to  advise  and  assist  in  reference  to  the  difficulties  existing  in 
the  parish.  In  Sept.  the  parish  voted  his  dismission,  giving 
him  £50  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage  for  four  years.  Preach- 
ing was  hired  for  several  years,  Mr.  Wingate  still  retaining 
his  connection  with  the  church  and  parish.  March  12, 1776, 
Mr.  Wingate  resigned  his  office  as  pastor.  March  18,  he  re- 
quested a  dismission  fix>m  his  jpastoral  relation  to  the  churclL 
His  request  was  duly  comphed  with.  His  church  connec- 
tion, and  that  of  his  wife,  also,  was  removed  to  the  church 
in  Stratham.  His  active  ministry  here  continued  about 
eight  years.  But  his  pastoral  connection  with  the  churdi 
and  ^rish  extended  through  a  little  more  than  twelve  years. 
Baptisms  during  this  period  were  184,  marriages  of  piarties 
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belonging  to  Hampton  Falls  45^  and  others  274.  Many 
came  from  Massachusetts^  and  were  married  in  virtue  of  a 
license  ftom  the  Governor,  rather  them  be  published  in  the 
old  form  at  home.  Mr.  Wingate's  ministry  was  greatly 
disturbed  by  the  unhappy  contentions  which  existed  in  the 
parish,  and  which  contmued  after  his  removal.     Mr.  Win- 

Site  was  bom  May  14,  1739,  graduated  at  Harvard  1759. 
e  married  Eunice  Pickering,  daughter  of  Dea.  Timothy 
Pickering  of  Salem,  and  sister  of  Hon.  Timothy  Pickering, 
the  well  known  distinguished  statesman.  Mrs.  Wingate 
survived  her  husband,  and  died  in  1843,  in  the  101st  year  of 
her  age.  They  had  five  children.  Their  descendants  are 
numerous  and  respectable. 

On  his  removal  from  Hampton  Falls,  Mr.  Wingate  settled 
upon  a  &rm  in  Stratham.  He  preached  some,  but  was  soon 
called  to  take  an  important  part  in  the  affidrs  of  State.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  old  Congress  under  what  was  called  the 
Confederation.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Lerislature, 
a  Bepresentative  and  a  Senator  in  Congress,  and  a  Judge  in 
the  Superior  Court,  where  he  "  sustainSi  the  character  of  a 
well  informed,  discerning,  and  upright  judge.  He  possessed 
a  strong,  cultivated,  and  well  baWced  mind,  with  great 
independence  and  decision,  and  with  no  less  firatnkness  and 
equanimity.  In  his  religious  sentiments  he  was  a  decided 
Trinitarian,  and  accorded  mainly  with  Henry,  Watts,  and 
Doddrid^."  He  died  March  7, 1838,  in  the  99th  year  of  his 
ace,  having  "outlived  all  who  were  members  of  college 
"miile  he  was  there,  all  who  were  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives  and  of  the  senate  in  which  he  had  first  tc^en 
his  seat,  and  all  except  one  (Judge  Timothy  Farrar  of  New 
Ipswich)  who  were  members  of  tne  court  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment  to  the  bench." 

In  Nov.  1774,  a  committee  was  appointed  "to  go  and 
treat  with  the  lower  end  of  the  parish  concerning  tne  diffi- 
culties that  subsist  in  the  parish,"  and  another  to  apply  to 
the  Association  for  advice  respecting  a  minister.  For  sev- 
eral years  there  was  preaching  m  both  Meeting-houses.  Nov. 
17, 1780^  the  "  members  that  withdrew  from  the  ordinances 
under  Mr.  Wingate's  ministry  contrary  to  order,  and  also 
put  themselves  under  the  care  of  the  rresbyterian  church, 
returned,  made  confession,  and  were  restored."  After  the 
settlement  of  another  minister,  those  who  had  opposed  the 
building  of  a  new  Meeting-house  quietly  ^ined  m  the  sup- 
port of  rehgious  institutions. 

In  1780,  Bev.  Samuel  Langdon,  D.  D.,  was  invited  to 
settle  with  a  salaiy  of  £50  in  money,  and  the  use  of  the 
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parsonage.  Subsequently  £10  were  added  to  the  salaiy. 
Dt.  La^gdon's  ministry  was  peaoefiil  and  pros^rous.  It 
continued  about  seventeen  years,  during  which  time  elevea 
were  received  to  ftdl  communion  ;  40  owned  the  covenant, 
and  72  were  baptized.  His  preaching  was  grave,  serious, 
and  Biblical.  He  ^^  professed  to  be  a  Trinitarian,  and  a  Gal- 
vinist.^'  He  was  bom  in  Boston^  Ms.,  1723,  ffiaduated  at 
Harvard  1740,  served  as  chaplain  m  the  army  uiat  captured 
Louisburg  1746,  settled  in  Portsmouth  Feb.  4, 1747,  entered 
upon  his  duties  as  President  of  Harvard  university  Oct.  14, 
1774,  was  delgzate  to  the  convention  held  in  1788  at  Exeter 
to  adopt  the  Federal  Constitution.  After  his  settlement  in 
Hampton  Falls,  Jan.  18,  1781,  "  he  spent  the  residue  of  his 
days  m  usefulness  and  peace,  a  blessing  to  the  people  of  his 
charge,  and  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  afiGscticm  and 
respect."  His  oody  rests  in  the  new  burying  around,  a  short 
distance  from  the  Meeting-house  where  he  nad  officiated. 
His  gravestone  bears  an  mscription  which  commends  his 
"  extensive  knowledge,  hospitahty,  Catholicism,  patriotism, 
and  piety.''  He  published  numerous  sermons  and  some 
larger  works.  He  gave  his  library  to  the  church  for  the  use 
of  the  minister  of  Hampton  Falls. 

Jan.  17, 1798  was  observed  as  a  day  of  &stin§  and  prayer 
in  reference  to  the  settlement  of  another  minister.  Soon 
after  this  a  call  was  extended  to  Jacob  Abbott  ^^  to  settle  as 
the  minister  of  the  town,  and  pastor  of  the  church,  with 
a  salary  Of  300  silver  dollars,"  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage. 
He  was  ordained  Aug.  15, 1798.  The  ministry  of  Mr.  JMy- 
bott  commenced  under  favorable  auspices.  But  the  hannonjr 
of  the  parish  was  soon  disturbed  by  the  religious  movement 
in  which  Elias  Smith  was  a  prominent  leader.  One  individ- 
ual who  had  embraced  these  sentiments  was  labored  with  by 
the  church  in  1803.  In  1809,  for  the  same  cause,  21  were 
exempted  fix)m  the  usual  ministerial  tax.  About  the  same 
time,  Mr.  Abbott  received  an  invitation  to  take  charge  of 
the  Dummer  Academy.  But,  in  accordance  with  the  advice 
of  a  council  convened  for  that  pur|^)se  in  the  summer  of 
1809,  he  declined  the  invitation.  His  ministry  continued 
about  29  years,  during  which  148  were  baptized^  and  twelve 
united  with  the  church.  On  account  of  the  divided  state  of 
the  town,  Mr.  Abbott  tendered  his  resignation  in  1826.  He 
was  regularly  dismissed  bv  a  council,  Oct.  23. 1827. 

After  his  dismissicm,  Mr.  Abbott  removed,  to  Windhun, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  but  continued  to  preach  occasionally  till  hu  death. 
He  was  drowned  Nov.  2, 1834,  by  the  upsetting  of  a  boat,  at 
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tke  afle  of  66.  In  the  latt^  jMt  of  his  life  he  adhered  to 
the  t^logieal  views  of  Umtarians.  He  was  a  man  of  ^^  well 
oaltivated  mind,  a  mild  disposition,  and  was  governed  hj 
religions  principle  from  his  childhood."  He  was  mnch  es- 
teemed and  beloved  by  those  to  whom  he  ministered  during 
a  large  portion  of  his  active  life.  Mrs.  Abbott  died  in  C!on^ 
oori  N.  H,,  Jan.  27, 1843,  aged  63. 

Mr.  Abbott  was  the  last  minister  settled  by  the  town. 
After  his  dismission,  Bev.  Messrs.  J.  Thurston,  W.  F.  Bow- 
land  and  others  preadied  as  occasional  nipplies.  The  desk 
was  sometimes  oecupied  by  other  denominations.  Bev.  Mo- 
tes Dow  preached  about  three  jrears  from  1830.  The  deep 
toned  piety  of  Mr.  Dow,  and  his  earnest  and  serious  exhibi-* 
tion  of  the  great  doctrines  of  the  cross  did  much  to  promote 
vital  ffodliness  during  his  brief  stay  in  the  place.  April 
1833,  Ilev.  Mr.  Wood,  Unitarian,  was  employed.  June,  the 
same  year,  Bev.  Heniy  C.  Jewett,  Orthodox,  was  invited  to 
preach,  and  remain  through  the  season.  During  his  stay 
the  Orthodox  and  Unitarians  separated.  The  former  united 
with  the  people  of  Seabrook  in  tne  support  of  preaching,  and 
employed  Orthodox  preachers.  From  the  time  of  Mr.  Ab- 
bott's difflnission  to  1835, 10  were  baptized,  and  25  admitted 
to  the  church. 

The  Baptist  Societv,  first  formed  about  1808,  has  since  be- 
come two,  namely,  Oalvinistic  and  Free  Will.  The  people 
of  the  town  generally  are  connected  with  some  one  of  the 
rdigious  societies  now  existing  in  the  place.  For  more  than 
a  century  firom  the  first  organization  of  the  Congregational 
church  there  were  continu^  additions  to  it,  except  for  the 
few  years  of  strife  which  arose  from  changiog  the  location  of 
the  Meeting-house.  And  the  general  prosperity  and  good 
habits  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  present  attachment  to 
some  of  the  existing  forms  of  religious  worship,  show  that 
the  firuits  of  tiie  labors  and  example  of  the  fiithers  have  not 
been  wholly  lost  upon  the  duloren.  But  the  details  of 
recent  and  passing  events  must  be  left  for  the  pen  of  the 
fioiture  historian. 


KENSINGTON. 

April  1, 1737,  is  the  date  at  which  Kensington  became  a 
town  corporated.  It  was  detached  from  Hampton.  Bev.  Jer- 
emiah Foogg  was  ordained  Nov.  1737  over  a  church  formed  on 
the  6th  ofthe  pi^ceding  month,  ocmsisting  oi  64^member8. 
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Bom  in  Hampton,  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  he  was  pastor  of 
the  church  fifty  two  years  and  died  Dec.  1, 1789,  aged  77 
years.  In  Jan.  of  that  year  a  bitter  trial  befd  the  church. 
Its  members  felt  impelled  to  complain  of  their  pastor  for 
heretical  teachings.  A  council  met.  Dr.  McCHntock  of 
Greenland  preside  in  the  council.  Mr.  Fogg's  sentiments 
were  unanimously  disapproved,  in  that  he  heH  that  "  Christ 
was  no  more  than  a  mere  man  and  that  we  are  justified  by 
works — meaning,  before  God."  Such  was  the  charge  sus- 
tained by  full  testimony.  And  the  language  of  the  councU 
is  very  full  and  explicit,  showing  their  attachment  to  the 
faith  of  their  &thers  and  that  these  views  were  an  innovation 
among  them. 

After  him  came  Naphtali  Shaw,  bom  in  North  Bridge- 
water,  Ms.  June  20th,  1764,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in 
1790,  settled  Jan.  30, 1793.  He  was  dismissed  Jan.  13, 
1813,  and  had  a  j^torate  of  twenty  years.  In  1779  and  1780 
he  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Kevolution ;  and  a  teacher 
some  years  before  he  settled  in  the  ministry.  After  his  dis- 
mission he  went  to  Bradford,  Vt.,  to  reside  with  his  son. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Kennedy  followed  him  in  the  ministry  here. 
He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  ordained  Jan.  13, 1813,  and 
dismissed  July  1, 1816,  and  died  in  1843.  After  leaving 
this  place  he  was  employed  in  teaching  in  Philadelphia. 

Joseph  A.  E.  Long,  bom  in  Amesbuiy  Ms.,  a  graduate  of 
Harvam  in  the  class  of  1818,  was  settled  here  June  5, 1822, 
and  removed  April  8,  the  following  year.  He  was  in  Lyman, 
Maine,  in  1836.  He  afterwards  labored  again  in  the  place 
for  a  time  and  also  in  Hooksett.  Bev.  Bezaleel  fimitii 
preached  to  this  church  for  awhile  previous  to  1829.  Mr. 
Fogg's  ministry  seemed  efficacious  m  the  first  portion  of  it 
but  was  ruinous  in  its  later  influences.  Mr.  Shaw  entered 
a  very  trying  field,  but  saw  some  chan^  for  the  better. — 
The  Covenant  was  revised  by  him.  But  at  a  subsequent 
•  period  the  church  became  Unitarian,  [see  account  of  Hamp- 
ton Falls.]  The  responsibility  must  be  vast  upon  tiiose 
who  admit  the  beginmngs  of  error  into  their  own  minds,  or 
who  are  instrumental  of  uiem  in  a  church. 


KINGSTON. 

RST.  JOBR  H.  MSLLMH. 


About  the  year  1694  a  grant  of  land  was  made  to  forty 
men  of  Hampton ;  the  grant  included  the  territory  embraced 
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in  the  towns  of  Kingston,  East  Eiio^ton,  Danville  and  San- 
down  and  the  town  was  named,  i^ngstown.  Attempts  to 
settle  the  town  were  mnch  hindered  by  the  hostility  of  the 
Indians.  The  first  volume  of  the  town  records  is  not  known 
to  be  in  existence.  The  early  records  extant  which  go  back 
to  the  year  1700  consist  chiefly  of  descriptions  of  grants  of 
land.  In  1703  there  appears  a  record  of  a  grant  of  land  to 
the  first  minister  that  the  town  shall  call  and  settle  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  also,  a  vote  determining  the  site  for  a 
Meeting-honse.  Under  date  of  1702,  where  lots*  are  describ- 
ed and  nmnbered,  lot  14  is  assigned  to  the  narsonage.  A 
town  meeting  was  warned  to  meet  at  Aaron  Sleeper's  garri- 
son, Dec.  12, 1705.  One  object  of  this  meeting  was,  "  to 
consider  of  some  way  to  secure  a  minister  to  he  with  us.'' 
At  this  meeting  the  town  chose  a  committee  ^^  to  look  out 
for  and  agree  with  a  minister ;  that  the  men  thus  chosen 
shall  not  exceed  £40  a  year ;  but  shedl  agree  with  him  as 
much  under  £40  as  they  can."  Oct.  1707,  there  is  a  rec- 
ord of  an  agreement  of  the  town  to  pay  a  salary  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Benjamin  Choate  of  £50  a  year ;  £30  current  silver  money 
and  £20  in  labor  and  provision  pay ;  also,  a  grant  of  land. 
There  appears  fix)m  time  to  time  the  record  of  a  vote,  "that 
the  town  give  Rev.  B.  Choate  forty  cords  of  wood  this  year." 
April  16, 1716,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Benjamin  Choate  "ujmn  terms  of  continuance  amongst  us 
in  the  work  of  the  ministrv;"  also  a  vote  to  add  £10  to  the 
salary  making  the  whole  £60,  "  at  the  end  of  two  years  £5 
more  yearly  u  he  continues  with  us  in  the  work  of  the  min-r 
istry."  Also,  a  vote  that  £40  shtJl  be  presented  to  him 
when  he  builds  a  house  in  this  town.  Five  voters  entered 
their  dissent  to  this  vote. 

Feb.  16, 1720,  a  call  was  riven  to  Mr.  William  Tomson 
and  an  offer  of  a  salary  ot  £80  a  year ;  £40  money  and 
£40  provision  pay ;  also,  "a  grant  of  knd  to  Mr.  Tomson, 
provided  he  be  our  ordained  minister  and  continue  with  us 
m  the  work  of  the  ministiy  ten  or  fifteen  years  except  Gtod 
should  take  him  away  by  death ;"  iJso^  tiie  use  of  the  par- 
sonage meadow  '^during  the  term  of  his  natural  life."  He 
answered  affirmatively  to  this  call.  But  besides  this,  his 
name  is  not  pientioned  except  in  connection  with  a  grant  of 
land  under  date  of  April  5, 1721,  and  on  the  church  records, 
Oct.  30, 1728,  is  the  marnace  of  the  "Rev.  Mr.  William 
Thom^n  and  Anna  Hubbard,  by  Rev.  Ward  Clark." 
There  is  now  no  tradition  that  such  a  man  ever  preached  in 
Kingston. 

In  the  year  1725  Mr.  Ward  Clark  received  and  accepted 
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a  call  from  the  town  to  settle  as  their  minister.  A  salary  of 
£80  was  voted,  bat  the  town  added  £10  before  his  settle* 
ment  The  church  was  gathered  Sept.  17,  1725.  Here 
eonmience  the  church  records,  with  an  acoonnt  (£  the  fisuni- 
lies  belonging  to  Eongston  when  iJie  Rev.  Mr.  Ward  Clark 
took  charge  of  the  church.  Sept  29, 1725.  Here  follows  a 
list  of  heads  of  families.  The  "  Squire's"  name  comes  first, 
then  the  names  of  military  officers.  There  is  one  "  Jfr." 
Benjamin  Choate  in  the  list  and  one  is  described  as  a  Qua* 
ker.  Some  of  the  names  are  rum  extremely  common,  such 
as  Sanborn  and  Webster.  In  this  lisl^  are  Thomas,  Joki, 
Thomas  Jun.  and  Ebenezer  Webster.  One  of  these  was  tibe 
ancestor  of  Hon.  Daniel  Webster.  The  number  of  fitmiMes 
was — "/w  dU  Eightyjmd  one,"  Then  follows  an  account  of 
the  deaths  in  Eev.  Ward  Clark's  time.  The  j^ear  1735  was 
marked  by  the  ravages  of  a  terrible  disease  which  continued 
into  the  year  1736  until  almost  all  the  children  in  town  were 
taken  away  by  death.  The  summer  months  were  most  fatal 
In  June,  1735,  number  of  deaths,  13 ;  July,  20 ;  August.  26. 
Note  at  the  end  of  the  year— "This  mortality  was  oya 
Ranker  Quinsey  which  mostly  seized  upon  young  people  and 
has  proved  exceeding  mortal  in  several  other  ^wns.  It  is 
supposed  there  never  was  the  like  before  in  this  countiy/' 
The  next  thing  whidi  the  Church  records  show,  is — "a  usi 
of  the  Communicants  at  the  first  gathering  of  the  church  at 
Kingston  at  the  Fast  before  the  ordination  of  the  Bev.  Mr. 
Ward  Clark,"  which  were  22  in  number.  Mr.  Clark  was 
evidently  a  man  of  much  business  tact  and  a  verv  influential 
and  active  man  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  and  churcL  His 
policv  was  to  encourage  additions  to  the  church,  and  during 
the  first  year  of  his  ministry,  it  was  voted  that  "Members 
be  admitted  without  being  obliged  to  make  Belations." 
The  town  made  liberal  ^nts  dTli^d  to  him  and  added  from 
year  to  year  £10  to  his  salary,  making  in  all  £90.  ¥(ff 
several  years  the  amount  added  to  his  vegohBa  salary  is  £20. 
Mr.  Clark  married  Miss  Mary  Frost,  Nov.  20,  1727  j  Mrs. 
0.  and  infant  child  died  July  27, 1735.  Mr.  C,  died  May 
6, 1737.  He  had  a  hmg  sickness  at  Exeter.  He  left  by  a 
wiU  a  bequest  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  and  another  for 
the  support  of  the  gospel.  Mr.  Choate  outlived  Mr.  Clark 
many  vears ;  his  name  appears  in  the  town  books  as  moder- 
ator of  town  meeting  and  school-master ;  he  died  Nov.  26, 
1753,  aged  73. 

June  9, 1737,  the  town  voted  to  call  Mr.  Peter  Coffin 
to  settle  as  minister  with  an  offer  of  e^  salary  of  £  150,  but 
eighteen  voters  recorded  their  dissooLt.  The  setdement  was 
not  effected. 
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Sept.  6,  1737,  the  toFwn  by  ti  imaniinoas  vote  inyited 
Mr.  J  osepn  Becoombe  to  settle  as  minigter.  The  csll  was 
•ooepted,  and  he  was  ordained  Nov.  23, 1737  and  preached 
the  ordination  sermon  himself,  from  Mark  7 :  37.  During 
his  ministry,  the  half-way  covenant  was  in  vogue.  Evidence 
is  not  founa  that  the  revival  in  New  England  in  the  year 
1740  and  the  following  years  was  felt  at  Engston.  One  or 
two  Kingston  people  may  have  been  awakened  by  White- 
field's  sermons  at  Exeter.  At  a  church  &st,  April  19, 1753, 
a  paper  embracing  acknowledgments  and  resolutions  was 
read  to  the  congregation  from  which  we  quote,  as  follows — 
"We  sincerely  resolve  by  the  help  of  Gfbd  as  a  Christian 
congregation  to  walk  together  in  all  the  ways  of  Divine 
woiiuiip  according  to  the  rules  of  the  gospel  and  the  degrees 
of  communion  to  which  we  have  attainea ;  and  that  we  will 
be  very  careful  for  our  own  good  conduct  and  the  behavior 
of  those  whom  we  are  immediately  concerned  with,  in  the 
several  relations  in  which  we  stand."  Rev.  Joseph  Senccombe 
died  Sept.  15,  1760.  His  ministry  reached  through  more 
than  twenty  two  years.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
university  and  a  native  of  Medford,  Ms. 

The  third  ordained  pastor  of  Kingston,  was  Mr.  Amos 
Tappan,  ordained  August  18, 1762.  He  died  June  23^  1771. 
His  ministry  was  less  than  nine  years.  He  was  received  to 
the  communion  of  the  first  church  in  Kingston  by  a  letter 
of  recoomiendation  from  the  church  in  Cambridge,  Ms.,  on 
the  day  of  his  ordination. 

The  fourth  ordained  minister  of  Kingston  was  Elihu 
Thayer,  D.  D.^  ordained  Dec.  18, 1776 ;  bom  at  Braintree, 
lb.;  died  Apnl  3, 1812,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age  and  the 
36tfa  year  of  his  ministry.  Dr.  Thaver  was  a  man  of  sope*- 
rior  wisdom  and  his  advice  in  difficult  matters  was  eageriy 
sought  by  the  churches  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  a  sound 
preacher,  thoroughly  orthodox  in  his  sentiments  said  laborious 
m  the  duties  of  his  calling.  In  the  early  part  of  his  minnstiy 
certainly  some  were  received  into  the  diurch  on  the  half-way 
covenant  plan,  but  it  seems  that  this  practice  fell  into  entire 
disuse.  There  was  no  spedal  revival  of  religion  during  his 
ministry,  and  indeed  the  number  of  members  of  the  church 
at  the  time  of  his  death  must  have  been  very  small ;  as 
appears  by  a  list  made  out  a  Uttle  more  thana  year  after  h» 
death,  there  were  but  fifteen  members,  of  whom  nine  were 
present  to  renew  their  covenant  ata  certain  meeting  and  six 
were  not  present.  Dea.  Stevens  was  the  cmly  male  member 
on  the  list.  Thesettled  ministers  who  preceded  Dr.  Thayer, 
are  spoken  of  aspreadiers  by  aged  people  who  heard  about 
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them,  as  being  Anninian — a  mther  va^e  tenn  but  probably 
indicating  a  vagiieness  in  their  preaching,  a  keeping  in  the 
back  ground  the  doctrines  that  are  distinctively  call^  '^doc- 
trines of  grace."  After  Dr.  Thayer's  death  the  chureh 
remained  without  a  pastor  for  five  or  six  years,  but  was 
supplied  by  Mr.  Wilbur  and  many  others.  In  the  year  1813 
there  is  record  of  admissions  to  the  church— /?t;e  by  Rev. 
J.  H.  Chnrchr—^fteen  by  Rev.  Moses  Stuart,  (he  hapnening 
to  preach  that  day  at  Kingston,)  and  four  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Holt,  in  all  twenty  four.  In  1814  there  were  seven  admis- 
sions. 

Jan.  1, 1818,  Rev.  John  Turner  formerly  pastor  of  .the 
church  in  Biddeford  Me.,  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church 
in  Kingston.  This  is  the  last  clergyman  who  received  his 
call  to  settle  from  the  toum.  A  remonstrance  was  sent  in  to 
the  council  against  his  installation ;  but  the  council  saw  no 
cause  why  they  should  not  proceed. 

We  now  enter  upon  what  is  probably  the  very  darkest 
period  in  the  history  of  this  church.  A  quarrel  arose 
respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  income  of  the  property 
left  by  the  first  minister  (Rev.  Ward  Clark)  for  the  support 
of  the  gospel  should  be  applied.  The  Con^recational  Socie- 
ty claiming  that  the  testator  intended  ms  Bequest  should 
l>elong  to  them.  A  lawsuit  ensued,  but  the  Congregational 
society  was  beaten    and  since  that  time  every  tax  payer 

X'fies  his  will  yearly  where  he  will  have  the  portion  whidh 
to  him  paid  in.  Mr.  Turner  remained  here  until  dis- 
missed May  1,  1823 — ^four  months  more  than  five  years. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  a  good  deal  of  resolution, 
of  good  talents  and  prepossessing  personal  appearance,  but 
there  were  many  thin^  m  his  conauct  which  men  cannot 
approve  of  in  a  Christian  minister.  The  most  serious  &ult 
charged  upon  him  was  intemperance,  and  this  doubtless  was 
the  means  of  leading  him  into  other  deviations  from  that 
sobriety  which  is  properly  expected  of  a  minister  of  the 
gospel.  It  is  said  that  he  reformed  after  he  left  Kingston 
and  died  in  a  town  near  Boston,  Ms.  It  was  during  his 
pastorate,  that  the  Methodists  gained  a  foothold  in  Kings- 
ton. 

Between  1818  and  1823,  a  combination  of  all  sorts  of 
people  bmlt  an  Academy,  expecting  by  this  means,  to  do 
something  to  weaken  orthcnioxy.  But  it  has  served  a  differ- 
ent and  fer  better  purpose,  that  of  advancing  the  cause  of 
education  in  Kingston  and  vicinity.    Quite  a  number  of 

Cung  men  have  here  enjoy^  vtduable  opportunities.    Some 
rve  thus  fitted  for  college  who  would  not  otherwise  have 
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done  80,  and  are  now  Congr^;ati(mal  clemrmen,  instruc-* 
tors  in  coUe^,  academies,  and  schools  of  di^rent  kinds,  and 
men  of  busmess. 

Mr.  Ora  Pearson  was  ordained  Maich  7, 1827.  In  the 
revival  of  1831-2  the  church  in  Kingston  shared.  Admis--. 
sions  in  1827,  three^  one  by  letter ;  in  1828,  seven  ;  in  1829, 
two.  one  hj  letter ;  in  1830,  tioOy  one  by  letter ;  in  1831. 
eighteen  ;  m  1832  to  July  l^yorty-three.  He  was  dismissed 
bva  council  Jan.  9, 1834  but  supplied  the  pulpit  till  March, 
thus  completing  a  ministry  in  Kington  of  seven  years.  He 
is  now  living  in  Vermont,  but  has  been  for  a  long  time  blind 
or  nearly  so.  After  him  Bev.  Andrew  Gk)van  preached  here 
two  years. 

Mr.  Josiah  L.  Case  was  ordained  Oct.  17, 1839  and  died 
Nov.  15,  a^  31  years.  He  preached  but  one  Sabbath  after 
his  ordination ;  a  day  or  two  after  this  Sabbath  he  was  taken 
ill  of  a  fever  which  proved  to  be  his  last  illness.  The  church 
and  conmiunity  were  much  afflicted  by  this  event.  He  had 
been  acquainted  with  Kington  people  some  months  before 
his  ordmation  and  won  their  respect  and  love.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Union  college  and  of  Andover  Theo.  Seminary. 

Mr.  George  W.  Thompson  was  ordained  April  29,  1840, 
and  dismissed  August  29,  1843.  There  were  four  admis- 
sions to  the  churdi  during  his  ministij.  Mr.  Thompson 
resides  in  Stratham.  After  his  dismission  the  church  re* 
mained  without  a  pastor  nearly  five  years.  For  three  years 
Bev.  Samuel  Mason  supplied  the  church.  He  afterwards 
removed  to  Newburyport,  Ms.  where  he  died  of  consump- 
tion.   He  was  peaceM  and  happy  in  death. 

Bev.  John  Smith  was  instaUed  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Kin^n  July  26, 1848,  and  dismissed  Sept.  18, 1850.  Af- 
ter  ms  dismission  Bev.  Charles  Will^  ana  others  were  em- 
ployed. While  Mr.  Willey  was  at  Eon^ston  there  was  some 
religious  interest ;  ten  persons  united  with  the  church  in  the 
year  1851. 

In  the  month  of  July  1854,  Mr.  John  H.  MeUish  of  An- 
dover Theo.  Seminary  preached  at  Kingston  two  Sabbaths. 
He  went  to  Elingston  from  the  Seminary,  beii^  invited  by 
the  committee  to  supply  the  pulpit  for  an  indemiite  period. 
In  December  the  Church  and  Society  voted  unanimously  to 
extend  a  caU  to  him  to  become  their  pastor.  The  commit- 
tee gave  him  written  notice  of  this  m  Jan.  1855,  and  he 
was  ordained  Feb.  14,  1855.  His  salary  is  9  600.  The 
number  of  persons  now  belongiiig  to  the  church  is  sixty  six. 
The  oldest  member  is  a  female,  uie  widow  of  Dea.  Sanborn^ 
aged  91.    The  oldest  male  member  is  Dea.  Bobert  Smith 
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87  years  of  age.  The  external  cucomBtanoeB  of  the  mxAstj 
wpear  <|uite  as  good  as  they  have  be^i  for  many  years. — 
The  society  has  a  pleasant  house  of  worship,  a  good  organ 
and  owns  a  parsonage.  Of  the  nine  pastors  who  hare  pre- 
ceded the  present,  Jive  have  died  in  office.  Seven  of  the 
nine  were  ordained  at  Kingston.  Of  the  four  who  1»t6 
been  dismissed,  all,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Tun^r,  kft 
their  charge  much  a^nst  the  wishes  ci  the  drnroh  md  so- 
ciety. Besides  the  Gongre^tional  and  Methodist  Meetings 
houses  in  the  center,  there  is  a  Union  Meeting-house  in  the 
south  part  of  the  town  four  miles  from  the  center. 


KINGSTON  EAST. 

Incorpomted  in  1738,  it  had  a  population  of  only  442  in 
1820 ;  in  1850,  532.  A  church  of  14  members  wasjeathered 
here  Nov.  14, 1839,  and  Mr.  Peter  Coffin,  bom  in  Meter  in 
1713  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  college  in  1733  became  the 
minister  of  the  people  on  the  same  day.  He  continued  in 
the  pastoral  office  imtil  1772.  Tradition  says  he  was  charg- 
ed before  the  cotmcil  that  ditaiissed  him  with  driving  his 
horse  too  &st  up  hill.  One  hundred  and  forty  three  were 
added  to  the  church  during  his  labors.  He  died  in  Exeter 
his  native  place.  Seven  members  were  here  in  the  church 
in  1813  but  it  has  at  length  ceased  to  be ;  yet,  while  various 
influences  have  earnestly  combined  to  produce  this  result, 
they  cannot  give  the  people  llie  UessingB  of  a  permanent 
ministry  of  the  truth. 


LONDONDEBRY.* 

The  church  in  Londonderry  is  one  of  the  few  Presbyterian 
churches  in  New  England.  It  is  one  of  the  ancient  churches 
of  the  State  ;  and  its  historv,  could  it  be  properly  written, 
might  furnish  lessons  of  varied  interest  and  instruction.  But 
it  must  be  premised  at  the  outset  that  the  records  are  ex- 
tremdy  dendent  The  eariy  records  of  the  doings  df  Ses- 
sion are  now  all  lost,  and  those  yet  extant  date  mck  only  to 
1823.   When  the  Chnrch  was  organized,  of  how  many  mem- 
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bers  composed,  and  when  or  by  whom  the  firot  minister 
set  over  it,  are  points  which  have  not  been  ascertained. 

The  Parish  records  were  begun  Sept.  7tihi,  1736,  more 
than  three  yei^s  before  tiie  act  of  incorporation  was  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province,  constitutii^  the 
inhaJHtants  and  territory  of  that  part  of  the  town  a  body 
politic  under  the  name  of  "  the  West  Parish  of  Londonder- 
ry.'* This  charter  gave  power  to  levy  taxes  for  the  support 
of  schools  and  the  go^^y  upon  all  taxable  persons  bsA  prop- 
erty ;  and  conferred  on  all  who  were  entitl^  to  vote  in  town 
afi&irs  the  ri^t  to  vote  in  parish  m^eetings.  This  is  the 
present  charter,  though  the  power  of  taxation  has  been 
wholly  taken  away,  while  that  of  votir^  remains  in  full  force. 
This  act  bears  date  Feb.  25th,  1739-40. 

The  act  of  incorporation  b^  the  Legislature  could  not 
constitute  the  churck^  though  it  impart^  a  le^  existence 
to  the  religious  society  previously  formed.  This  society 
originated  in  a  vohmtary  association  oi  certain  persons  living 
in  the  westerly  part  of  the  township,  eleven  years  after  the 
first  settiement  in  the  easterly  part,  and  appears  to  have 
been  strenuously  opposed  both  at  home  and  m  the  Q^nejeid 
Court.  Their  language  is,  '^  Yet,  notwithstimding  the  great 
opposition  and  discouragements  that  they  meet  with,  pro- 
ceed to  act  and  do  what  they  thought  was  necessary,  incum- 
bent^ and  their  duty,  to  promote  the  gospel  among  ihem  b^ 
makmg  choice  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  David  McGregore  to  be  their 
minister ;  who  by  virtue  of  a  call  &om  that  society  of  people 
that  adhered  to  him  was  ordained  the  second  Tuesday  in 
October  following."  The  records  show  that  the  "call"  to 
Mr.  McGrc^re  was  first  made  out  March  14th^  1733 ;  that 
his  ordination  took  place  the  second  Tuesday  m  Oct.  1736, 
and  that  the  Charter  was  granted  Feb.  25th,  1739-40. 

In  consequence  of  a  diss^ement  in  regard  to  the  location 
c£  the  Meetiuj^-house,  a  division  early  sprung  up  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  West  Parish;  and  m  consequence  of  a 
settied  dislike  toward  their  minister,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Davidson, 
and  a  strong  attachment  to  the  Bev.  Mr.  McGregore,  the 
S(m  of  their  first  pastor,  a  division  arose  in  the  East  Paricb. 
In  the  act  of  incorporation  therefore  a  proviso  was  inserted 
"  that  40  families  in  each  parish  might  have  permission  to 
beloi^  to  the  other  parish  than  the  one  in  which  they^  re- 
sided. '  This  liberty  was  improved,  and  the  division  was 
maintained  till  the  death  of  most  of  the  original  parties. 

Mr.  McGregojre  died  May  30th,  1777,  and  his  funeral 
diai^ges  were  paid  by  the  parish,  after  a  pastorate  of  above 
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40  years.    Attempts  were  made  to  settle  a  Mr.  Jewett,  and 
also  the  Rev.  Robert  Annen,  but  without  success. 

At  a  parish  meeting  March  4th,  1782,  it  was  voted,  "  to 
give  a  caU  to  Mr.  Wuliam  Morrison  to  be  their  minister ; 
and  that  his  settlement  shall  be  800  silver  dollars,  or  an 
equal  sum  in  gold,  to  be  paid  400  dollars  in  three  months 
anier  his  ordination,  and  400  dollars  in  twelve  months  after 
that  time  ;  and  that  £90  in  the  same  specie  be  paid  yearly 
as  a  salary  for  his  ministerial  services.  A  conmiittee  was 
appointed,  and  ?40  appropriated  to  provide  for  Presbyteiy 
at  the  ordination.  Also,  a  committee  was  appointed  "  to 
fix  the  Meeting-house  and  a  conmiittee  to  keep  order,  the 
time  of  the  oraination,  that  it  may  be  carried  on  with  de- 
cency." For  some  five  ^ears  the  parish  had  been  without  a 
minister.  But  this  penod  was  one  of  great  commotion  and 
of  pecuniary  embarrassment.  It  was  during  the  hard  strug- 
gle for  our  country's  independence.  The  (feranged  state  of 
the  currency  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  at  the  annual  parish 
meetings  in  1780  and  1781,  it  was  "voted  that  £6000  be 
raised  to  meet  the  yearly  expenses  of  the  parLsh."  Dr. 
Morrison  was  ordained  Feb.  12th,  1783,  and  oied  March  9, 
1818,  after  a  pastorate  of  about  thirty  five  years.  At  a 
parisn  meeting  March  30th,  1818,  J  70  were  voted  to  defiray 
his  ftmeral  expenses ;  975  to  purchase  tombstones ;  and  400 
copies  of  the  sermon  preached  at  his  ftmeral  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Dana  to  be  printed  for  the  parish. 

Rev.  Darnel  Dana,  D.  D.,  President  elect  of  Dartmouth 
college,  was  installed  pastor  of  the  .church  Jan.  16tlL  1822, 
and  nad  been  previously  settled  at  Newburyport,  Mb.  At 
his  own  request  he  was  dismissed  in  April,  1826,  after  a 
pastorate  or  a  little  more  than  four  years. 

Mr.  Amasa  A.  Hayes  was  ordained  as  pastor  here  June 
25th,  1827,  and  died  Oct.  25th,  1830,  after  a  ministry  of  but 
little  more  than  two  years.  Mr.  John  R.  Adams  was  or-  , 
dained  Oct.  5th,  1831.  Aftier  failing  to  obtain,  at  his  re- 
quest of  the  Presbytery  in  April,  a  diSolution  of  the  pastoral 
connection,  he  left  abruptly  Aug.  10th,  1838,  and  was  regu- 
larly dismissed  by  Presbytery  in  Oct.  following.  His  pas- 
torate was  not  quite  seven  years  in  duration. 

At  a  special  meeting  Sept.  8th,  1840,  a  call  was  voted  to 
Mr.  Timothy  G.  Brainerd.  He  accepted  and  was  ordained 
Nov.  5th,  1840.  After  a  ministrv  of  nearly  fifteen  years  he 
was  at  his  own  request  dismissed  April  26th,  1855,  to  take 
charge  of  one  of  the  early  Pilgrim  churches  in  Massachusetts. 

The  early  settlers  of  Londonderry  were  men  of  a  decidedly 
religious  character;  and  came  from  or  near  Londonderry, 
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Province  of  Ulster  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  They  were 
Scotch  Irish^  staunch  Protestants;  and  who  either  them- 
sdves  or  then:  fathers,  had  suffered  at  the  memorable  siege 
of  Londonderry  in  defence  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
Next  to  the  Pilgrims  this  Scotch  Irish  stock  is  perhaps  the 
best  which  has  emigrated  to  the  New  World.  For  wherever 
they  have  planted  themselves  in  our  country,  or  in  any  of 
the  British  possessions  the  world  over,  they  luive  carried 
^th  them  and  established  the  institutions  of  learning  and 
religion.  They  were  Presbyterians,  and  their  descendants 
have  for  several  generations  retained  that  form  of  church 

gvemment.  In  faith  they  symbolized  with  the  Kirk  of 
otland;  and  the  Assembly's  Lar^r  and  Shorter  Cate- 
chisms were  diligently  taught  both  in  the  family  and  the 
parochial  school.  And  there  were  those  who  could  repeat 
accurately,  not  only  the  Shorter,  but  the  whole  of  the  Larger 
Catechism  with  all  the  proof-texts.  When  deprived  of  their 
pastor  hj  death,  in  1777,  that  dark  and  troublous  period  of 
our  nation's  history,  and  in  which  event^  struggle  they 
bore  a  noble  part,  they  sent  even  to  Nova  Scotia  to  procure 
another  religious  teacher.  When  Morrison  was  ordamed  in 
1783,  they  gave  him  as  a  settlement  the  generous  donation 
of  eight  hundred  dollars  in  silver  or  its  equivalent  in  gold, 
worth  more  than  three  times  that  sum  now.  This  literal, 
whole-soul  spirit  their  sons  may  well  emula^. 

Since  the  decease  of  Dr.  Morrison  in  1818,  four  pastors 
have  been  settled.  One  of  these  after  a  brief  ministry  died, 
and  the  other  three,  all  of  whom  are  now  livine,  resigned 
their  charge  and  were  settled  elsewhere.  Till  the  time  of 
Dr.  Morrison  all  persons  who  resided  within  the  limits  of  the 

E Irish  were  accounted  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Society, 
ut  before  his  death  some  disaffection  sprung  up,  a  Baptist 
diurch  and  society  were  formed,  and  a  house  of  worship  was 
subsequently  built  by  theiii  in  the  northwest  part  of  the 
town.  It  was  during  Dr.  Dana's  ministry  that  the  tem- 
perance movement  began.  His  spirit  was  grieved  by  the 
customs  and  habits  of  the  people  in  respect  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  drinks.  He  saw  great  need  of  reform,  and 
labored  hard  to  effect  one.  A  few  fiicts  and  anecdotes  may 
here  be  admissible.  On  the  day  of  Dr.  Dana's  installation, 
at  a  store  near  by  the  church,  the  keeper  of  it  says  a 
hogshead  of  rum  wad  sold  and  drank.  In  one  part  of  the 
house  in  which  Dr.  Dana  resided  was  a  tavern,  where  spirit 
was  sold  and  drank  on  tiie  Sabbath  by  members  of  the 
church.  This  was  a  common  practice,  nor  was  it  then  con- 
sidered disreputable.    Indeed  one  is  said  to  have  remarked, 
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"  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  worship  God  aoceptably  whea  I 
feel  90  wery  thirsty  J*  On  a  Sabbath  precedmg  a  State  Fast, 
Dr.  Dana  urged  his  heiu-ers  to  give  him  a  full  house  on 
that  oocasion,  as  he  had  for  them  a  special  message  from  the 
Lord.  Fast  day  came,  and  the  house  was  very  well  filled  to 
listen  to  the  message.  It  was  a  plain  searching  discourse 
on  Temperance.  A  member  of  the  church  who  was  known 
at  times  to  be  the  worse  for  strong  drink  was  seen  to  roe 
and  stttod  up,  as  was  then  sometimes  practiced  by  p^eraons 
when  they  felt  sleepjr.  But  h«  was  observed  bv  a  neighbor 
to  be  wifHng,  first  with  one  hand  and  then  with  the  other, 
great  drops  of  perspiration  from  his  face.  That  neighbor 
saw  him  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  inquired  how  he  liked 
Dr.  Dana's  Fast  day  discourse.  The  reply  showed  the 
strcmgest  opposition  to  the  instructions  of  the  pastor.  An- 
other member  of  the  church  said,  ^'  Dr.  Dana  may  preach  to 
empty  seats  and  naked  walls"  (as  he  complained  he  had  to) 
*'for  all  my  going  to  hear  sich  doctrine."  On  one  occasion 
this  same  man  was  found  on  the  road  sitting  in  his  wason 
from  which  his  horse  was  detached  and  gone;  and  wh^i 
asked  how  he  was  getting  along,  answer^,  '^jisi  jogging 
along  dotdy."  Though  much  opposition  and  disaffection 
were  excited  by  his  decided  treatment  of  this  hydra^headed 
evil,  yet  great  and  permanent  good  was  the  finial  result  of 
his  efforts.  These  mcts  are  not  set  down  as  showing  pecu- 
liar depravity  in  this  people.  Many  churches  and  pastors 
had  skoilar  trials. 

It  is  believed  that  the  names  of  the  church  members  were 
never  reduced  to  writing  and  recorded  till  some  time  in  Dr. 
Dana's  ministry.  Nor  are  there  any  known  records  of  infimd 
baptisms  earlier  than  the  same  period.  While  Mr.  Adams 
was  the  minister — ^near  the  close  of  his  stay — ^a  new  house  of 
worshii)  was  erected  on  a  new  site  about  a  mile  further  west- 
ward than  the  old  one.  This  change  of  location  was  unsat- 
isfectory  to  many ;  and  more  than  forty  members  withdrew 
and  formed  the  Congregational  church  and  society  in  Derry 
lower  village.  Dunn^  the  latter  jjart  of  Mr.  Brainerd's 
ministry  the  Baptist  church  and  society  had  become  feeble 
and  inactive;  and  a  Methodist  church  and  society  w«re 
organized.  In  the  early  part  of  his  ministry  and  sevend 
times  previous,  it  is  understood  that  a  Methodist  church  was 
formed.  How  many  men  have  been  famished  for  the  minis- 
try cannot  be  stated  with  certainty.  But  quite  a  number ; 
aiitd  there  are  now  living  and  in  active  service  five  or  six. 
By  deed  of  gift  and  by  legacy  a  fand  of  more  than  nine 
thousand  doUars  was  given  to  the  parish  by  Ma}or  John 
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Pmkertoiiy  an  elder  of  this  churchy  who  gave  a  like  aym  to 
the  Eaet  parish,  and  also  endowed  Pinkerton  Acadnnf. 
There  are  no  records  to  show  the  early  contributions  of  toe 
people  to  the  cause  of  benevolence.  For  the  last  fifteen 
^rs,  the  avera^  annual  collections  for  all  charitable  rdig- 
lo^ipurposes  will  equal  about  thiee  hundred  dollars. 

With  what  revivals  of  religioa  this  church  has  been  blest 
cannot  now  be  well  ascertainai.  Tradition  says  that  th^re 
imM  eoi  interesting  work  of  grace  under  the  first  pastor. 
Certain  it  is  that  Mr.  MoGr^ore  fiivored  the  "  Great  Awa- 
kening"— as  the  time  of  precious  i^iritual  refireshinff  is 
called  that  passed  over  New  England  in  the  early  peji;  cf  his 
ministry.  His  loiHistry  no  doubt  gave  a  truly'  evangelical 
cbaracter  to  the  church,  and  imparted  to  her  distinguishing 
doctrines  of  grace  a  viteJ  power,  the  savor  of  which  even 
"  Ae  half  way  covenant*'  did  not  destroy.  Under  Dr.  Mor- 
riKHDL  the  church  received  accessions,  but  it  is  not  iaiowa 
that  it  was  Uest  with  any  season  of  special  religious  attaa- 
tion.  In  the  controver^  of  Dartmouth  coUc^  and  the  State 
he  iiook  part  with  the  latter,  and  received  his  honoraiy  de- 
gree of  Doctor  in  Divinity  fiim  the  university  and  not  from 
ibe  college.  He  preached  an  "Election  Sermon,"  and  the 
funeral  sermon  of  Major  John  Pinkerton,  both  of  whidb,  it  is 
believed,  were  published.  The  Session  records  of  his  minis- 
try and  his  predecessors  were  lent  to  a  gentleman  in  Stone- 
ham,  Ms.,  and  are  supposed  to  be  irrecoverably  lost.  The 
late  venerable  Dr.  Woods  thus  spoke  of  him :  "  He  was  a 
warm-hearted  evangelical  Scotchman."  Dr.  Dana's  ministry 
to  far  afi  pertains  to  an  increase  of  the  church  was  compara- 
tively a  biftrren  one — only  six  were  added  by  professioQ,  and 
one  iff  letter.    But  he  did  a  noble  work  here  in  breaking 

S£sJiow  ground.  In  Mr.  Haves'  short  pastorate  nine  were 
led  by  profession,  and  four  by  letter.  While  Mr.  Adams 
labored  here,  several  showers  of  divine  mercy  seem  to  have 
descended.  At  one  time  36,  at  another  15,  and  in  all  126 
were  received  on  profession,  and  32  by  letter.  During  Mr. 
Brainerd's  pastorate  there  was  one  ext»[^ve  and  powecftd 
effiision  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  this  field.  Many  souls  then 
gave  good  evid^ice  of  naving  passed  from  death  unto  life, 
and  became  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.  In  the  course 
of  his  ministry,  about  100  adults  and  diildren  received  the 
ordinance  of  baptism,  about  70  were  admitted  to  the  church 
on  profession,  and  25  by  letter.  The  church  now  numbers 
173,  and  has  pad  a  salary  o£  9600. 

Some  peculiar  usa^  prevailed  in  this  church,  or  at  least 
usages  rarely  to  be  feuna  in  Congregational  churches.    One 
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of  these  was  congr^tional  singing.  It  was  the  privilege  of 
every  one  to  sing,  whether  he  possessed  any  voice  or  ear  for 
music,  or  could  distinguish  one  tune  from  another  or  not. 
Eveiy  one  might  make  "  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord.''  It 
is  md  there  was  one  man  in  the  assembly,  of  Herculean  form 
and  stentorian  lungs  and  voice,  who  used  to  sin^  aloud  unto 
the  Lord,  the  son^  of  Zion  in  the  house  of  tne  Lord,  but 
who  alwavs  ground  out  all  metres  in  one  tune.  The  regula- 
tion of  the  subject  of  singing  was  a  difficult  matter,  and 
often  came  up  and  was  acted  on  as  a  part  of  the  authorized 
business  of  parish  meetings.  Much  trouble  was  experienced 
after  choir  smging  was  introduced,  in  providing  seats  for  the 
mngers.  It  haa  oeen  a  custom  from  earliest  days  to  '^decuson 
.  the  hymn,"  that  is,  the  precentor  read  two  lines  and  then  aU 
sung  them,  and  so  to  the  end.  As  late  as  1802,  there  was  an 
article  in  the  Parish  Warrant,  "  To  see  if  the  Parish  will 
agree  to  have  the  singing  carried  on  in  ftiture  without  read- 
ing the  line."  It  was  referred  to  the  minister  and  session 
to  decide.  Tradition  says  the  matter  was  disposed  of  as  fol- 
lows :  On  a  certain  Sabbath  the  worthy  precentor  occupied 
his  accustomed  seat  under  the  pulpit  and  endeavored  to 
maintain  his  ancient  rights ;  but  the  choir  in  despite  of  all 
his  efforts  sang  right  over  him,  sang  him  down,  carried  the 
day  triumphantly  and  so  remained  masters  of  the  field.  The 
Lord's  Supper  was  celebrated  but  twice  in  the  year — Spring 
and  Autumn — and  it  was  then  kept  with  almost  the  solemn- 
ities of  the  Jewish  Passover.  All  secular  labor  was  laid 
aside  by  all  the  inhabitants,  and  it  was  a  time  of  holy  con- 
vocation. Besides  the  Sabbath,  all  day  Thursday,  Saturday 
afternoon  and  Monday  forenoon  were  spent  in  public  relig- 
ious services  and  as  strictly  observed  as  noly  time.  On  su3i 
occasions  several  ministers  were  usually  present  to  aid  the 
pastor  in  his  arduous  labors.  Previous  to  the  Sabbath  it 
was  the  usual  custom  to  give  out  the  "  Tokens  "  with  one  of 
which  every  communicant  was  required  to  be  furnished. 
These  were  small  pieces  of  lead  of  an  oblone  shape,  and 
marked  with  the  letters  L.  D.  On  the  Sabbath — the  CTeat 
day  of  the  feast — tables  stretching  the  whole  length  of  the 
aisles  were  spread,  at  which  the  communicants  sat  and  re- 
ceived the  consecrated  elements.  The  tables  were  "  fenced," 
which  was  a  prohibition  and  exclusion  of  any  from  commu- 
nicating who  had  not  a  "  Token."  It  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Elders  who  had  the  distribution  of  the  Tokens  to  with- 
hold one  from  any  professor  whose  life  had  been  irregular  or 
scandalous.  Unleavened  bread,  prepared  in  thin  cakes  of  an 
oval  form  has  always  been  used  m  this  ordinance.     The 
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giviDff  out  of  the  Tokens  and  the  Halfway  Covenant,  though 
now  dispensed  with,  were  both  continu^  into  Dr.  Dana's 
ministry.  Several  tables  were  served  during  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Supper  and  by  different  ministers ;  and  for  some 
of  the  more  aged  members  of  the  church  tables  were  spread 
in  Mr.  Adams'  day.  The  services  of  these  occasions  were 
often  protracted  till  near  the  going  down  of  the  sun,  nor 
were  mey  deemed  a  weariness,  .Miong  the  early  settlers, 
not  only  at  these  interesting  seasons,  but  on  ordinary  days, 
it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  women  to  walk  six  or  eight 
miles,  and  sometimes  carry  an  infant  child,  that  they  might 
iforship  the  Lord  in  his  own  house  and  among  his  people. 


NEW  CASTLE. 

Rev.  Lucxufl  Aldxit. 

New  Castle  is  situated  on  an  Island  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Piscataqua  Biver  and  at  the  entrance  of  Portsmouth  harbor 
fiom  which  city  it  is  about  three  miles  distant.  Its  popu- 
lation is  891.  Bye,  Greenland,  Newington,  and  Portsmouth, 
with  it,  originally,  constituted  one  town,  and  here  in  1623 
was  commenced  the  first  settlement  in  New  Hampshire. 
The  leading  object  of  the  earliest  emigrants  appears  to  have 
been  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  by  means  of  trade  and  the 
fisheries,  and  hence,  perhaps,  their  remissness  in  establishing 
the  institutions  of  reunion.  The  first  church  in  this  settle- 
ment was  organized 'm  the  year  1671,  and  Bev.  Joshua 
Moody^  ordained  pastor.  In  1693,  agreeably  to  the  petition 
of  the  inhabitants.  New  Castle  was  imde  a  township  by  itself 
and  a  charter  granted  under  the  royal  seal  of  William  and 
Mary,  which  is  still  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  town,  in 
the  old  English  black  letter,  fairly  engrossed  on  parchment. 
In  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  records,  the  precise  date 
of  the  oiganization  of  the  church  here  cannot  be  ascertained, 
but  as  early  as  the  year  1706  a  Meeting-house  was  taken 
down  and  another  erected  in  the  usual  style  of  that  period, 
but  finished  with  somewhat  more  than  ordinary  elegance. 
It  was  furnished  with  a  bell  of  a  fine  tone  sent  over  from 
England,  decorated  with  a  beautiful  altar-pieqe,  and  supplied 
with  silver  communion  service,  to  which  was  added  a  splen- 
ded  silver  cup,  the  bequest  of  Mrs.  Jane  TureU,  sister  of 
Sir  Wm.  Pepperell,  Baronet.  The  pulpit  was  furnished  with 
a  large  folio  Bible,  with  illuminated  letters,  printed  at  the 
University  of  Oxford,  the  bequest  of  Madam  Mary  Prescott. 
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The  following  is  a  Hst  of  the  pftstora^  who  officiated  in  thog 
ancient  chnrcn,  viz : 

Ist.  Bey.  John  Emerson,  a  native  of  Gloucester,  Ms.,  son 
of  Bev.  John  Emerson,  senior,  and  grandson  of  Thomas 
Emerson  of  Ipswich — bom  1670  and  graduated  at  Harvard 
1689.  The  same  year^  June  27th,  "  He  providentially  escmed 
with  his  life,  by  dechning,  though  strongly  urged,  to  lodge 
at  the  house  of  Major  WSdron,  m  Dover,  on  tne  fatal  night 
when  the  Indians  wreaked  their  vengeance  on  the  unsuspec- 
ting inhabitants  of  that  place."  He  was  the  minister  of 
Manchester,  Ms.,  from  1695  to  1698.  On  the  24th  of  May, 
1703,  he  was  invited  to  settle  in  the  ministry  here,  and  soon 
after  was  ordained  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Cotton,  rike  and  Clark. 
His  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Edmund  Barter,  of  Salem, 
Ms.  In  1708  he  visited  England,  spent  some  time  in  Lon- 
don, and  "was  handsomely  noticed  by  Queen  Anne,"  who 
was  then  on  the  British  throne.  In  1712  he  was  dismissed, 
and  March  23, 1715  was  installed  the  first  pastor  of  the  South 
Church  in  Portsmouth.  During  his  ministry  124  were  receiv- 
ed into  the  church,  40  of  whom  soon  after  "the  great  eartii- 
qnake"  Oct.  29,  1727.  which  he  ever  aft^er  noticed  by  an 
annual  sermon  adapted  to  the  occasion.  He  died  Jan.  21st, 
1732,  aged  62.  He  is  said  to  have  been  "an  agreeable 
compEunon  and  a  faithful  preacher  of  the  gospel." 

2d.  Rev.  Wm.  Shurtleff,  a  native  of  Plymouth,  Ms^  bom 
1689,  son  of  Wm.  Shurtleff,  who  finally  settled  in  Caiver, 
Ms.,  and  grandson  of  Wm.  Shurtleff,  ot  Man^ifield,  who  in 
a  terrific  tempest  1666  was  instantly  killed  b^  lightnmg, 
while  a  child  m  his  arms,  and  two  others  leuung  on  Inm, 
escaped  unhurt.  Rev.  Mr.  Shurtleff  was  graduated  at 
Harvard,  1707,  and  settled  in  New  Castle,  1712.  He  died 
May  9th,  1747,  agefi  68.  His  remafais  rest  beneath  the  Old 
South  Church,  in  Portsmouth.  One  of  his  successors  thus 
testifies  concerning  him :  "  His  name  will  long  be  mentioned 
with  respect,  for  his  uncommon  meekness  and  patience  under 
great  tnals,  and  for  distinguished  piety  as  well  as  pastoral 
fidelity."  Several  of  his  sermons  were  published  and  are 
now  extant — also  a  commmiication  fix)m  nim,  publidi^  in 
"the  Christian  History,"  1743. 

3d.  Rev.  John  Blunt,  a  native  of  Andover,  Ms.,  bom  1706, 
and  graduated  at  Harvard  1727.  He  was  ordained  Dec.  20, 
17^,  and  died  Aug.  7th,  1748,  aged  ^.  He  appears  to 
have  been  highljr  approved  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  and 
quite  succes^il  in  the  ministry  at  New  Castle.  A  communi- 
cation from  him  was  published  in  "  the  Chris^an  History," 
1743.    He  is  also  respectfiiDy  referred  to  in  the  same  peri- 
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odical,  l)T  Bey.  Mr.  Blrarileff.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Hon.  Joim  Frost.  His  desoeiidants  are  nomerous  and  re- 
QMctaMe.  They  reside  in  Portsmonth,  in  New  York  and 
ciher  places.  After  the  decease  of  Rev.  Mr.  Blunt,  the  par- 
isL  by  their  vote,  amMropriMed  200  pounds,  old  tenor,  to 
dettay  the  expenses  of  his  funeral,  and  continued  his  saiuy 
senreral  months,  for  the  use  of  his  widow. 

4th.  Bev.  David  Bobinsan,  a  native  of  Stratham,  bom 
1716,  graduated  at  Harvard  1738,  was  ordained  at  New  Cas- 
tle Nov.  30th,  1748.  The  perish  voted  to  give  him  as  a  sal- 
ary, "  One  himdred  and  forty  ounces  of  silver,  at  20  shillings 
per  ounce,  to  be  paid  in  Buls  of  PuHic  Credit — the  use  of 
Hbe  whole  Parsonage,  as  Dwelling  House,  Gardens,  Bams, 
Pastures,  Meadows  and  whatsoever  hath  been  given  to  the 
Ministry,  ^r  set  iqpart  for  the  Minister's  use  in  this  Parish, 
also  the  contributions  of  strangers  on  the  Sabbath  days." 
His  ministry  was  very  brief :  in  less  than  one  year  he  de- 
ceased, Nov.  18th,  1749,  aged  33. 

5th.  Bev.  Stephen  Chase,  a  native  of  Newbury,  Ms.,  bom 
Oct.  26, 1705,  graduated  at  Harvard  1728,  ordained  at  Lynn- 
field,  Ms.,  1731,  installed  m  New  Castle  Dec.  5th,  1756,  and 
died  Jan.  1778,  aged  72.  His  posterity  is  found  among  the 
most  influential  citizens  of  this  and  other  States. 

6th.  Bev.  Oliver  Noble,  a  native  of  Coventry,  Conn.,  bom 
1736,  graduated  at  Yale  ooUege  1757,  ordained  at  Newbury. 
Ms.,  1762,  installed  in  New  Castle,  Aug.  18th,  1784,  and  died 
Dec.  15th,  1792,  aeed  66.  The  monument,  erected  1852, 
to  the  manory  of  these  traly  reverend  and  worthy  men,  be- 
neath their  hcmored  names,  bears  the  rimple,  but  appropriate 
inscription : — 

"The  Memokt  of  the  Just  is  blessed.'' 

During  the  ministry  of  Bev.  Mr.  Blunt,  there  was  an  in- 
teresting revival  of  religion,  of  which,  he  thus  writes  under 
date  of  July  26th  1743  :  "  The  parish,  I  am  settled  in,  is' 
small ;  but  Qod  has,  as  I  hope,  by  the  influences  of  his  gra- 
cious spirit,  made  his  word  and  ordinances  effectual  to  the 
eonvincing  and  converting  a  considerable  number  among  us. 
The  awi^ening,  in  months  past,  was  almost  universal.  Fear 
seemed  to  fell  on  every  soul,  and  the  great  inquiry  was,  ^  what 
shall  I  do  to  be  saved.'  And  although  I  have  reason  to 
fear  the  impressions  are,  in  a  great  measure,  worn  off  from 
some,  yet  the  lasting  good  effects  on  many,  I  think,  are  very 
consideraUe,  and  for  which  I  wish  to  adore  the  rich  and  free 
grace  at  Otod.  Fifty  have  been  added  to  our  communion  in 
about  the  space  of  two  years.  Most  of  them  f^peartoha^ 
their  conversation  as  becometh  the  gospel.    Boisde  of  those, 
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who  were  professors  before  this  remarkable  day  of  God's  vis- 
itation, have  been  of  late  much  quickened  and  enlivened ; 
and  others  being  convinced  of  their  formality  in  times  past, 
declare  how  they  have  felt  the  power  of  God's  grace  uprai 
their  souls.  Mv  heart's  desire  and  prayer  is  that  God  would 
still  more  abimdantly  pour  out  his  spint  upon  his  people  and 
his  blessing  on  their  offspring  ;  and  that  aU^  who  love  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,  may  have  their  hearts  united 
and  their  hands  strengthened  to  promote  that  religion  which 
is  pure  and  undefiled  before  Qod  and  the  Father." 

From  1778  to  1784  the  church  was  destitute  of  a  pastor. 
This  being  the  period  of  the  American  Revolution,  great 
was  the  anxiety  and  pecimiary  embarrassment  of  the  people 
here.  A  British  ship  of  war  lying  near,  threatened  to  re- 
duce the  place  to  ashes  as  it  had  other  maritime  towns. — 
Many  removed  from  the  place,  while  those  who  remained 
observed  fr^uent  seasons  of  festing  and  prayer.  After  the 
decease  of  Rev.  Mr.  Noble,  who  was  the  last  of  the  settled 
jjastors  here,  there  being  no  regular  ministry  and  only  occa- 
sional preaching,  the  church  and  society  greatly  declined. — 
There  is  no  record  of  the  admission  of  a  member  for  a  period 
of  more  than  25  years.  On  the  5th  of  Nov.  1821,  by  invi- 
tation, several  ministers  of  the  vicinity  assembled  here,  when 
five  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church,  three  by  profession 
and  two  by  letter,  previous  to  which  it  was  reduced  to  a 
sinde  member — Mrs.  Mehitable  White,  widow  of  Capt.  Rob- 
ert White.  She  died  Sept.  13th,  1827,  aged  76,  and,  as  tes- 
tified by  those  who  were  with  her  in  her  dying  hours,  "  in  the 
triumphs  of  faith."  In  the  year  1828,  the  ancient  Meeting- 
house was  taken  down,  and  the  present  place  of  worship 
erected,  but  it  remained  unfinished  till  1836,  when,  having 
been  completed,  it  was  dedicated  and  a  discourse  delivered 
by  Rev.  A.  P.  Peabody,  D.  D.  of  the  South  church  in  Ports- 
mouth. The  pulpit  was  supplied  awhile  by  Rev.  Messrs. 
Norris,  Plumer  and  others.  In  1839,  Rev.  James  Hobart 
of  Berlin  Vt.  was  employed  under  the  patronage  of  the  N.  H. 
Missionary  Society,  and  during  his  ministry  of  two  years 
a  revival  of  some  extent  was  enjoyed,  and  additions  were 
made  to  the  church.  He  was  succeeded  in  1841  by  Rev. 
J.  P.  Tyler,  who  deceased  Dec.  26th,  1844,  at  North  Bridge- 
water,  Ms.  He  was  a  native  of  Griswold,  Conn.,  graduated 
at  Brown  university  1823,  and  pursued  his  theological  stud- 
ies at  Andover.  His  labors  were  blessed  to  tiie  conversion  of 
some  souls  and  several  were  added  to  the  church.  For  his 
unassuming  piety,  the  ^ntleness  of  his  spirit  and  his  fideli- 
ty as  a  minister  of  Chnst,  he,  with  "the  righteous,  shall  be 
in  everlasting  remembrance." 
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The  Rev.  J.  Ward  b^n  to  preack  here  in  Dec.  1844  and 
continued  till  April  1846,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
L.  Alden,  the  present  minister.  The  church  at  the  present 
time  though  small,  consisting  of  34  members,  is  lai^r  than 
at  any  time  during  the  past  half  century.  Tne  congregation 
has  gradually  increased  in  numbers,  though  very  fluctuating, 
as  is  usual  in  a  sea&ring  oommunitv,  many  of  the  men  and 
youth  being  absent  at  sea  a  considerable  part  of  the  time. 
The  Sabbath  School,  which  was  first  established  here  in 
1819,  by  Rev.  William  Gtoodell,  now  a  Missionary  at  Con- 
stantinople, according  to  the  last  annual  Report,  comprises 
169  pupils  and  19  teachers,  with  a  Library  of  400  volumes. 
Of  the  former  pastors,  none  was  a  native  of  New  Castle, 
and  but  one  of  New  Hampshire.  Nor  is  it  known  that  more 
than  two  persons  have,  at  any  time  entered  the  ministry, 
who  were  natives  of  this  town.  Rev.  Joseph  Walton  was 
bom  in  this  town  May  27th,  1742.  Early  left  an  orphan, 
he  enioyed  only  the  ordinarv  means  of  education,  but  these 
he  diUgently  and  successfully  improved — "  from  his  youth 
reading  serious  and  instructive  books  and  especially  the  sa- 
cred Scriptures."  In  early  life  he  united  with  the  church 
mider  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Samuel  Langdon.  D.  D.  in 
Portsmouth.  After  a  period  of  three  years,  he  oecame  a 
member  of  the  third,  or  Independent  Congregational  Church, 
of  which  Rev.  Samuel  Drown  was  pastor.  In  the  year  1777, 
he  was  elected  a  ruling  elder,  and  m  1789  was  inducted  into 
the  office  of  pastor  by  the  church,  without  a  council  or  other 
assistance.  Adams,  m  his  annals  of  Portsmouth,  says,  ^^  He 
was  greatly  beloved  by  his  people  and  highly  respected  by 
ministers  and  christians  of  other  denominations  in  the  town." 
With  fidelity  and  success,  he  discharged  the  sacred  duties 
of  his  office,  till  a  short  time  before  his  death,  which'  occurred 
at  the  advanced  age  of  four  score  years,  Jan.  10th,  1822. — 
Rev.  Benjamin  R^dall,  "  Founder  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Societv  in  America,"  was  also  bom  in  this  town^  inl749. 
In  youth  he  acquired  a  decent  mercantile  education,  and 
was  employed  in  the  occupation  of  a  sail  maker.  From 
childhood  his  mind  was  peculiarly,  susceptible  of  religious 
impressions,  but  became  more  deeply  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject of  reli^on  under  the  itinerant  and  ministerial  labors  of 
Rev.  George  Whitefield.  In  1772  he  united  with  the  Con- 
eregational  church  in  New  Castle.  In  1775,  having  em- 
braced the  principles  of  the  ''  General  Baptists,"  he  was  bap- 
tized by  immersion  at  Madbury.  and  was  ordained  as  an 
Evangelist  at  New  Durham  Apnl  5th,  1780,  and  there  organ- 
ised a  church  of  the  Free  Will  Baptists— the  first  ever 
established.    He  died  Oct.  22d,  1808,  aged  59  years. 
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NEWINGTON. 

This  town  was  once  indaded  in  Portsmoatk  and  Dover — 
was  settled  early.  In  July  1764  it  was  incorporated.  But 
the  ministry  was  here  established  long,  long  before  this  time. 
In  1715,  Nov .6,  Joseph  Adams  was  or£uned.  He  was  bom  in 
Braintree,  Ms.  Jan.  1,  1689,  and  received  the  honors  of  Har- 
vard in  1710.  He  retained  the  pastoral  office  imtil  January 
1783,  when,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  ninety  three  or  four 
years,  and  having  been  pastor  sixty  eight  years,  he  was  re- 
leasea  from  his  responsibility  and  went  to  his  reward  on  the 
26th  day  of  May  thereafter.  No  other  pastorate  in  the  State 
before  that  time  exceeded  this,  and  only  the  venerable  fitdier 
Ainsworth's  which  is  now  in  its  seventy  third  year,  since  that 
time.  But  the  latter  has  had  a  coUes^e  for  many  years, 
while,  as  Farmer  and  Moore  have  it,  Mr.  Adams  was  settlea 
over  the  town  after  having  been  a  pastor  of  the  church  finr 
fifty  nine  years  and  contmued  eight  years  and  a  half  in 
office. 

He  was  followed  by  Joseph  Langdon  who  was  ordained 
Jan.  9, 1785,  and  dismissed  March  1810 — a  pastorate  of 
twenty  five  years.  He  was  bom  at  Portsmouth  in  1758,  a 
graduate  at  Dartmouth  in  1783,  and  deceased  July  29th9 
1824.  At  his  settlement  the  church  comprised  twenty  six 
members.  After  his  dismission  and  removal  to  Portsmouth, 
he  still  manifested  an  interest  in  the  people  and  often  preach- 
ed to  them.  In  1826  Bev.  I.  W.  Putnam  administered  the 
communion  to  a  company  of  believers  there  which  consisted 
of  two  aged  females,  members  of  the  church,  and  twenty 
members  of  other  churches.  Some  short  missions  have  been 
performed  there  since  that  time.  The  population  is  less  than 
it  was  a  few  years  ago. . 


NEW  MARKET. 

Rev.  E.  C.  CooAWSLL. 

This  church  is  situated  in  a  manufacturing  village  upon 
Lamprey  river,  midway  between  Exeter  and  Dover.  Prior 
to  1827  the  village  was  inconsiderable  in  size,  and  the  inhab- 
itants were  to  a  great  extent  regardless  of  divine  institutions. 
There  had  been  formed  a  small  Methodist  society  with  occa- 
sional worship ;  and  for  a  short  time  there  had  been  Congre- 
gational preaching.     Besides  these,  there  were  no  other 
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meane  of  grace  here  enjoyed.  In  1827  through  the  generos- 
ity of  Mr.  Walter  Smith  and  a  few  others,  a  hall  was  fitted 
up  for  religious  worship,  and  Mr.  David  Sanford,  then  a 
student  of  theology  at  Andover,  was  invited  to  preach,  who. 
turning  aside  from  a  previously  arranged  course,  enterea 
upon  ms  lahors  here,  in  the  fitoe  of  obstacles  which  would 
have  seemed  insurmountable  to  almost  any  other  man.  His 
labors  were  soon  Uessed  with  a  happy  revival  which  resulted 
in  many  conversions. 

A  church  was  oiganized  March  27,  1828,  consisting  of 
two  males,  who  had  come  from  churches  in  other  towns  for 
the  purpose,  and  sixteen  females,  the  husband  of  one  of  whom 
was  so  much  affected  at  witnessing  the  solemn  services  of 
that  occasion  that  he  was  thereby  led  to  Christ,  and  not 
kmg  after  was  admitted  to  the  church  and  elected  one  of  its 
officers;  and,  though  he  subsequently  removed  from  the 
town,  he  has  lived  to  do  much  good  in  other  portions  of  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord.    In  June  following  its  organization, 
nineteen  were  received  to  the  church  as  fruits  of  9ie  revival 
above  aUuded  to.    Among  them  was  a  young  woman  whose 
pajsents  resided  in  Massachusetts.    Just  as  a  revival  was 
oommencing  in  her  native  town,  to  the  great  grief  of  her 
godly  mother,  she  persisted  in  going  to  New  Market,  hoping 
to  get  rid  of  restraints  and  the  convictions  of  conscience  in 
80  godless  a  place  as  that  was  then  known  to  be.    But 
among  the  very  first  who  came  to  the  man  of  God  to  inquire  ' 
what  they  should  do  to  be  saved,  was  that  daujghter.     She 
became  a  trophy  of  divine  grace  and  has  ever  since  lived  to 
adorn  her  Christian  profession.    At  short  intervals,  during 
the  whole  of  Mr.  Sanford's  ministry  here,  additions  were 
made  to  the  church,  to  the  number  of  sixty-five.    At  Mr. 
Sanford's  coming  there  was  no  house  of  worship  erected,  the 
need  of  which  was  soon  felt.    Aft^  great  struggles  and  self- 
denials,  and  with  a  zeal  becoming  the  object,  means  were 
secured  wludi  seemed  to  justify  the  undertaking,  and  a 
house  was  erected  and  consecratea,  though  a  debt  was  con- 
tracted which  proved  the  occasion  of  lastmg  embarrassment. 
Mr.  Banfofd,  who  was  ordained  May  22,  1828,  exhausted  by 
excessive  labors  and  intense  anxiety  for  his  congr^ation, 
and  embarrassed  by  liabilities  under  which  he  lud  brought 
bimself  in  the  erection  of  the  house  of  worship,  was  dismissed 
June  22, 1830,  to  the  great  grief  and  lasting  injury  of  the 
ebuidi  9xA  society.    It  wouM  seem  that  could  a  little  nu^ 
effort  have  been  made  by  Ihe  people,  and  a  little  more  aid 
been  rendered  by  other  churches  at  this  crisis^  tJoie  protracted 
ambarrasameat  and  feebleness  of  the  chuzch  might  have  baea 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


102  ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY. 

avoided,  and  through  the  continued  labors  and  Christian 
influence  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Sanford  the  church  would 
have  been  firmly  established  in  prosperity.  Mr.  Sanford 
removed  to  Dorchester,  Ms.,  whitner  he  had  been  invited 
prior  to  leaving  New  Market ;  subsequently  he  was  called 
to  the  church  in  Medway  where  he  still  labors  with  an  affec- 
tionate people. 

Mr.  0.  Tinker  was  ordained  pastor  of  this  church  Dec.  8, 
1830,  having  been  invited  here  soon  after  the  dismission  of 
Mr.  Sanford.  He  was  also  dismissed  Oct.  29,  1833,  and 
removed  to  Ashby,  Ms.,  to  which  place  he  had  been  invited, 
and  where,  a  few  years  afterwards,  he  died.  During  his 
ministry  of  about  tnree  years  forty-eight  were  added  to  the 
church ;  but  owing  to  circumstances  over  which  he  had  no 
control,  his  ministry  here  was  not  so  comfortable  as  could 
have  been  desired.  In  speaking  of  him,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blod- 
gett,  his  successor,  remarks  : — "My  acquaintance  with  him 
was  quite  limited.  I  learned  to  esteem  him  as  a  sincere, 
pure-minded,  devout  man — not  brilliant;  but  solid,  with 
too  little  of  versatility  of  mind  and  ease  of  adaptation  to  the 
ever  shifting  phases  of  such  a  people  to  enable  him  to  labor 
with  comfort  to  himself  and  the  highest  acceptance  to  others. 
His  moral,  Christian  and  ministenal  character  was  without 
reproach,  and  his  influence,  as  far  as  it  reached,  was  genial 
and  savory.  He  spent  the  night  with  us,  but  a  few  weeks 
before  his  death,  and  seemed  calm,  serious  and  aflectionate, 
though  not  very  hopefiil  of  the  iuture.  My  remembrances 
of  his  last  visit  are  very  pleasant  and  grateful."  These 
views  are  in  harmony  with  those  expressed  by  the  council 
that  dismissed  him,  and  by  the  people  that  here  remember 
him. 

About  the  time  of  Mr.  Tinker's  dismission,  the  Rev.  Con- 
stantine  Blodgett,  who  had  been  teaching  and  preaching 
in  Savannah,  Ga.,  left  on  account  of  ms  wife's  health, 
intending  to  go  West.  He  visited  New  Market  to  see  his 
brother,  Dr.  P.  D.  Blodgett,  with  no  idea  of  remaining  more 
than  a  few  days ;  but  as  Mr.  Tinker  was  just  leaving,  he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  supply  the  pulpit  for  a  time,  and  give  to 
his  brother  the  care  of  ms  invalid  wife.  Her  health  improved 
and  he  continued  to  supply  until  Dec.  2,  1834,  when  he  wag 
installed  pastor.  He  was  dismissed  June  15, 1836.  During 
his  ministry  twenty  five  were  added  to  the  church,  the  soci- 
ety was  greatly  strengthened,  and  the  truth  established. 
The  removal  of  Mr.  Blodgett  was  a  serious  loss.  The  church 
and  society  were  strongly  attached  to  him.  Respecting  his 
labors  here,  Mr.  Blodgett  says, — "I  enjoyed  my  labors 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


NEW  MABKET.  103 

among  the  people,  finding  them  affectionate,  united  and 
indulgent  toward  tneir  pastor  and  his  femily.  Our  recollec- 
tions of  the  people  are  pleasant,  and  our  affection  for  them 
was  ^ound  to  he  strong  and  fresh  as  for  the  first  people  over 
whom  we  had  heen  placed  in  the  Lord/'  Mr.  Blodgett 
removed  to  Pawtucket,  Ms.,  where  he  yet  remains  pastor  of 
a  strong  and  united  church. 

Rev.  J.  Gunnison  succeeded  Mr.  Blodgett,  and  was 
installed  Feb.  22, 1837,  and  dismissed  Oct.  9,  of  the  same 
year.  His  stay  was  too  short  .to  make  any  decided  impres- 
sion. Unexpected  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  the  society 
was  the  cause  assigned  for  his  removal.  Mr.  Gunnison 
removed  to  Brentwood  and  has  since  abandoned  the  ministry. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Gunnison's  dismission,  a  very  interesting 
revival  commenced.  The  members  of  the  church  were 
active  and  fiiithful,  and  the  good  work  progressed,  though 
they  had  only  occasional  mmisterial  aid.  At  length  the 
Eev.  Mr.  Hobart,  knovm  as  "father  Hobart,"  came  to  their 
assistance  and  greatly  refreshed  them  by  Ws  fervent  piety 
and  judicious  counsels,  as  well  as  by  his  fiiithful  expositions 
of  Gfod's  word.  On  the  first  Sabbath  in  March,  1838,  twen- 
ty seven  were  admitted  to  the  church  as  fruits  of  this  revival, 
among  whom  were  some  of  the  most  substantial  men  ever 
admitted  to  this  church ;  a  part  of  whom  yet  remain  the  firm 
friends  of  Christ ;  some  of  the  remainder  have  gone  to  heav- 
en, and  a  few  have  frtUen  into  a  sleep  from  which  there  is  no 
smi  of  waking.  The  church  seems  to  have  been  destitute 
of  regular  mimsterial  supply  for  about  a  year  after  Mr.  Gun- 
nison's dismission,  except  durinff  the  few  months  in  which 
Mr.  Hobart  was  with  them.  At  this  time  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Richmond  was  invited  to  supply,  who  continued  about  four 
years.  He  is  knovm  to  have  taoored  with  fidelity  and  una- 
bated zeaL  His  labors  extended  through  the  first  part  of 
that  stormy  period  of  the  anti-slavery  agitation,  when  wild 
oonftudon  reigned  in  many  of  our  churches.  In  the  midst  of 
this  period,  when  the  elements  were  lashed  into  feariul  vio- 
lence in  this  community,  the  Rev.  S.  8.  N.  Greeley  of  Gil- 
manton  Iron  Works,  received  a  call  from  this  church,  and 
was  installed  Dec.  15,  1842.  Mr.  Greeley  brought  with  him 
the  energy  and  hopefulness  of  a  young  man,  and  as  a  preach- 
er made  nis  infiuence  felt ;  but  owing  to  causes^  beyond  his 
control,  his  ministry  was  less  peaceml  than  he  could  have 
desired.  He  was  dismissed  Feb.  23,  1847.  He  is  now  pas- 
tor of  a  church  in  Great  Barrington  where  he  labors  with  a 
worthy  and  affectionate  people.  Nqt  long  after  Mr.  Gree- 
ley's ciismission,  tibe  Rev.  0.  Chamberlain  was  employed  fw 
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one  ^ear.  He  left  in  the  spring  of  1848  and  the  diuich  wag 
destitute  of  the  stated  ministrations  of  the  gospel  The 
congregation  had  become  small,  the  church  was  scattered 
and  disheartened,  and  their  house  of  worship  dilapidated. 
The  debt  contracted  for  the  erection  of  their  house  remained 
unpaid  for  many  years  and  proved  a  source  of  trouble  to  pas- 
tors and  people,  yet  another  was  contracted  at  a  later  priod 
for  repairing  and  making  alterations,  which  was  hardly  less 
troublesome  than  the  ^t.  The  obliges  in  the  pastoral 
relations  have  been  frequent,  for,  soon  afber  the  settlem^it 
of  each  pastor  not  a  few  were  disappointed  because  he  did 
i|ot  bulla  up  the  society,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  pay  with 
ease  the  debts  which  had  long  existed,  though  weights  and 
hindrances  were  multiplied  on  every  hand.  And  the  disap- 
pointment and  restlessness  of  a  few  individuals  in  a  feeUe 
society  are  sufficient  to  make  a  minister  uncomfortable,  and 
sooner  or  later  to  secure  his  removal.  This  was  emphatical- 
ly true  in  this  church.  For  in  the  period  of  twenty  one 
years  from  1827,  there  had  been  five  pastors  the  average  of 
whose  pastorates  was  three  years,  five  years  of  stated  suj^)]^ 
and  two  years  of  destitution.  It  is  no  wonder  that  wid^ 
such  changes,  and  with  the  withholding  of  special  divine 
influences  the  church  and  society  had  become  feeble. 

In  the  spring  of  1848,  the  Eev.  Elliott  C.  Coffswell  of 
Northwood  was  invited  to  settle  as  pastor  of  this  church,  or 
if  he  declined,  to  renuun  with  them  at  least  one  year.  To 
the  latter  proposition  he  acceded,  and  entered  upon  his  labors 
with  an  array  of  obstacles  which  it  was  frightnil  to  contem- 
plate. One  obstacle  after  another  yielded,  me  church  rallied, 
the  society  increased  in  energy,  the  house  of  worship  wsm 
repaired  and  improved,  a  valuaUe  or^n  was  purchased,  and 
the  congr^ation  gradually  increased  in  numbers  and  influ- 
ence, and  ceased,  to  ask  aid  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society 
in  1852,  though  from  the  formation  of  the  church  it  had 
received  annually  not  less  than  f  150.  Mr.  Cogswell  has 
remained  with  his  jpeople  now  more  than  seven  years,  and 
has  found  them  anectionate  and  indulgent  both  to  himself 
and  his  £Eunily,  and  whatever  separations  may  hereafter  trans- 
pate,  he  will  not  fail  to  cherish  them  in  the  wannest  affec- 
tion and  to  pray  for  their  prosperity.  He  has  followed 
many  of  his  ccoigr^tion  to  the  grave ;  he  has  received  to 
the  church  twenty  two,  and  many  have  been  dismissed  to 
other  churches.  This  church  was  founded  in  prayer  and 
(}od  has  owned  it  as  a  vine  of  his  planting.  ^^  This  and  that 
man  has  been  bom  in  her,  and  the  Highest  himsdf  shiiJl 
efrtaUJflh  her.''    Not  a  few  now  filling  s^res  of  usefiilnees 
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in  other  oommimitieg,  haye  here  heen  qualified  for  those 
stations.  One  who  became  interested  in  the  Sabbath  School 
and  in  the  Savior  during  Mr.  Blodgett's  ministry,  is  now  a 
successful  missionary  in  China.  Though  the  church  is  now 
small,  numbering  forty  members,  and  worshiping  with  a 
congregation  averaging  one  hundred  and  fifty  ;  yet  from  its 
past  history  we  may  infer  that  Gk)d  will  continue  to  own  it. 
bev.  Mr.  Sanford  remarks,  "the  Providences  of  God  in  rela- 
tion to  the  church  from  its  commencement,  indicate  two 
things : — ^first,  that  it  will  live  notwithstanding  all  its  trials ; 
secondly^  it  must  have  struggles.  Such  has  feen  its  whole 
history ;  such  evidently  will  be  the  fiiture."  The  church  is 
greatly  indebted  to  the  fostering  care  of  the  Hev.  Dr.  French 
of  North  Hampton  and  to  those  j>astors  and  churches  that 
guarded  it  in  its  in&ncy  and  aided  it  in  its  struggles.  May 
flie  good  Shepherd  be  to  this  church  "as  a  hiding  place  ftt>m 
the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempest ;  as  rivers  of  water 
in  a  dry  plac© ;  as  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary 
knd.''  The  Methodists  have  a  numerous  church  and  a  large 
congr^ation ;  so  have  the  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  cause 
of  temperance  has  been  greatly  successiul  and  education 
has  been  advanced  and  the  community  has  made  obvious 
improvement  notwithstanding  there  is  so  much  to  foster 
discouragement. 


NEWTON. 

This  town  was  incorporated  Dec.  6, 1749  under  the  name 
of  Newtoum^ — its  name  was  ohanged  to  Newton  in  1846.  In 
1720  Joseph  Bartlett  took  up  his  residence  here  and  was  soon 
surrounded  with  neighbors.  Twelve  years  before  this  time 
he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Haverhill  and  was  in  captivity  four 
years  among  the  Indians  in  Canada. 

Bev.  Jonathan  Eames  was  settled  here  in  1759,  Jan.  17. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  of  the  class  of  1752.  He 
was  dismissed  in  1791.  His  was  a  ministry  of  thirty  two 
years.    His  death  occurred  in  1800,  at  the  age  of  sixty  nine 

! rears.  No  Congr^ational  church  has  existed  here  for  a 
ong  period.  A  Baptist  and  a  Christian  minister  is  found 
here.  Here  was  formed  the  first  Baptist  church  that  ever 
existed  in  the  State.  It  still  Uves.  Rev.  Walter  Powers 
was  settled  here  when  the  church  was  organized,  1755.  He 
had  a  long  ministry.  In  1795  Rev.  John  Peak  was  settled 
andremained until  1802.  Rev.  David  Tewksbury  was  ordained 
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here  in  1813^  over  the  aame  church.  An  interesting  meeting, 
oommemorative  of  the  eVent  of  the  organization  of  this  first 
chnrch  a  century  ago,  wag  recently  hem  here,  and  a  diflcoorae 
appropriate,  was  preached  by  Bev.  0.  Ayer  of  Clar^nont. 


NORTH  HAMPTON. 

Rer.  J.  FmxircH,  D.D.— Rer.  John  Dirsmobs. 

The  early  history  of  this  town  must  be  learned  from  that 
of  Hampton,  of  winch  it  was  formeriy  a  part.  In  the  couise 
of  about  a  century  from  its  settlement,  four,  societies  weie 
set  off  from  that  large  town.  The  fourth  was  established 
Nov.  17, 1738^  and  cafled.  The  North  Hill  Parish  in  Hamp- 
ton.  It  was  mcorporated  as  a  town  Nov.  26, 1742,  by  the 
name  of  North  Hampton.  Between  the  North  Hill  and  a 
hill  not  far  frx)m  it  at  the  south,  are  numerous  springs  whose 
streamlets  become  a  brook  which,  taking  a  west  and  a  north- 
west directioiL  and  receiving  supplies  from  various  sources, 
forms  the  Winnicut  river.  Tnis  stream  passes  throu^ 
Btratham  and  Greenland  into  the  Great  Bay,  which,  throu^ 
branches  of  the  Piscataqua,  min^s  with  the  ocean.  A^ 
other  stream  arises  chiefly  from  two  small  ones  running 
nearly  parallel  from  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and  numer- 
ous sprmgs  collected  in  a  circle  at  the  foot  of  Break&st  Hill. 
These,  running  southerly  and  curling  and  encircling  one 
another  on  the  grounds  of  the  Drd^es,  Pickerings,  and 
French,  form  the  greater  part  of  Little  river — a  veiy  useful 
mill  stream  during  some  parts  of  the  year,  and  which  per- 
haps, by  digging  and  diking,  may  in  time  be  made  perennial 
Little  river  enters  the  sea  between  Little  Boar's  Head  in 
North  Hampton  and  Great  Bocur's  Head  in  Hampton,  and 
near  the  beautiftd  Bye  Beach. 

The  first  Meetiujg-house  in  what  is  now  North  Hanmton 
was  built  on  the  wide  and  level  green  near  the  top  of  North 
Hill,  as  early  as  1734.  A  few  rods  southwesterlV  fit)m  the 
Meeting-house  there  was  anciently  a  glinisoned  house,  a 
necessary  defence  in  the  times  of  Indian  hostilities.  A  num- 
ber of  persons  in  the  North  Hill  parish  were  oiganized  as  the 
Fourth  Church  of  Christ  in  Hampton,  and  ]&v.  Nathaniel 
Gookin,  son  of  the  late  Bev.  Nathaniel  Gookin  of  Hampton, 
was  ordained  pastor  Oct.  31, 1739.  He  was  bom  at  Hamp- 
ton in  1713,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1731.  His  people 
made  what  at  the  time  was  considered  a  good  provision  for 
his  sui^rt ;  but  the  great  and  continued  ^preoation  of  the 
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onrrency  was  very  disastrous.  The  people,  to  relieve  tlieir 
pastor,  voted  an  addition  to  his  salary  of  £^  old  tenor  ^^t9 
delp  make  good  the  currency/'  They  inci^eased  the  nominal 
sum  in  old  tenor  from  time  to  time,  and  on  one  occasion 
voted,  "  Mr.  Gbokin's  salary  to  go  four  times  double."  It 
was  well  that  the  people  took  some  tiioiu^ht  for  their  pastor, 
for  it  is  said  that  he  was  never  distrustful,  never  complained, 
was  always  contented  and  cheerful,  and  '^  never  took  thought 
for  the  morrow."  He  deceased  Oct.  22, 1766,  aged  fifty  three 
years,  having  sustained  the  character  of  a  sound  divine,  a 
serious,  plain  preacher^  wise  coimsellor,  and  a  much  beloved 
pastor  of  his  flock.  His  ministry  continued  nearly  twenty 
seven  years.  Of  a  volume  of  records  of  those  years  only  a 
few  leaves,  which  evince  the  accuracy  with  which  the  entries 
were  made,  have  come  down  to  us.  Our  knowledge  of  the 
afiBurs  of  the  church  during  those  years  is  gathered  from 
miscellaneous  sources.  The  Hon.  Daniel  Gookin,  one  of  the 
sons  of  Bev.  Mr.  GkK)kin,  of  Hampton,  resided  several  years 
in  this  town,  was  a  member  of  the  Congr^ational  church, 
and  held  several  offices  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  community, 
^e  second  Meeting-house  in  North  Hampton  was  built  m 
1761.  Its  site  was  a  short  distance  north  of  the  first  house. 
It  was  occupied  about  seventy  seven  years. 

Rev.  Joseph  Stacey  Hastings,  the  second  pastor  in  North 
Hampton,  was  bom  m  Newton,  Ms.  1742,  graduated  at  Har- 
vard 1762,  was  ordained  Feb.  11,  1767,  dismissed  July  3, 
1774,  and  died  June  30, 1807,  aged  64.    During  his  minis- 

2r,  which  continued  between  seven  and  eight  years,  56  were 
ded  to  the  church.  The  people  dismissed  Mr.  Hastings, 
<m  his  own  request,  and  offered  him  the  use  of  the  parsonage 
house,  till  it  should  be  wanted  for  another  minister.  Mr. 
Hastings  chose  to  resign  his  ministry,  having  adopted  the 
opinions  of  Bobert  Sandeman.  Baptisms  in  Mr.  Hastings 
ministry  203. 

Bev.  David  McOlure,  D.D.,  the  third  pastor  of  this  church, 
was  installed  Nov.  13, 1776.  He  was  bom  in  Boston  in  1748, 
educated  at  Tale  1769,  dismissed  Aug.  30. 1785.  He  died 
in  Conn.,  June  26, 1820,  aged  71.  Soon  after  Dr.  McOlure's 
settiement  at  North  Hampton,  an  excessive  issue  and  depre- 
dation of  the  currency  again  befel  the  country.  The  issues 
of  paper  soon  amoimted,  m  their  nominal  value,  to  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  and  the  value  of  the  paper  bills  sunk 
almost  to  nothing.  In  1778^  the  people  voted  their  minister 
five  hundred  dolkurs  in  addition  to  his  salary.  The  next  year 
one  tiiousand ;  in  the  winter  following,  that  he  might  be  sure 
of  something  mote  substantial  than  paper,  they  voted  him  a 
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hundred  bushels  of  com.  The  next  year  his  salary  was 
hicreased  forty  for  one.  Its  nominal  value  amounted  to 
J  12,000.  When  he  resigned  his  pastorate  he^  had  continued 
with  his  people  between  nine  and  ten  years,  tod  had  received . 
2S  persons  to  the  church ;  baptisms  170.  A  preacher,  emi- 
nent for  piety  and  zeal,  deceased  at  the  house  or  Dr.  McClure, 
who  jplaced  a  monumental  stone  at  his  grave  bearing  the 
'inscription,  "  The  reverend  Heniy  Alline  of  Falmouth  Nova 
Scotia,  in  the  midst  of  his  zealous  travels  in  the  cause  of 
Christ,  languished  on  the  way,  and  cheerfully  resigned  his 
life  at  North  Hampton.  2  Feb.  1784,  in  the  35  vear  of  his 
age,  whose  remains  are  nere  interred."  In  less  than  a  cen- 
tury the  inscription  on  the  stone  had  become  illegible,  but 
having  been  preserved  in  the  church  records,  was  obtained  by 
a  relative  and  replaced  in  Italian  marble  with  the  following 
addition:  "  He  was  a  burning  and  a  shining  light,  and  justly 
esteemed  the  Apostle  of  Nova  Scotia.  Erected  by  his  nephew 
Joseph  Alline."  Dr.  McClure's  ministiy  in  North  Hampton 
was  during  the  American  Revolution,  and  continued  till  the 
peace.  Tne  circumstances  of  the  churches  and  of  the  coun- 
try were  perplexing  and  disheartening.  He  considered  the 
support  of  the  ministry  and  other  reli^ous  institutions  as 
having  become  very  precarious.  In  asking  a  dismission  he 
spoke  honorably  of  the  treatment  he  had  received  from  the 
people.  His  resignation  was  accepted  and  some  privileges  in 
theparson^  voted  to  him. 

Bey.  Benjamin  Thurston  was  ordained  Nov.  2d,  1785.  His 
ministry  continued  about  fifteen  years.  Additions  53 ;  bap- 
tisms 194.  He  was  the  fourth  pastor  of  this  church.  In  1800 
he  tendered  his  resignation  without  assigning  any  definite 
reasons.  The  resignation  was  accepted,  and  nis  dismission 
voted,  Oct.  27,  1800,  Mr.  Thurston  was  bom  in  Bradford, 
Ms..  1750  ;  gmduated  at  Harvard  1774.  It  is  said  that  he 
died  near  Rafeigh,  N.  C,  aged  about  fifty  four. 

Rev.  Jonathan  French,  D.D.,  the  fifth  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  society  of  North  Hampton,  was  bom 
m  Andover,  Ms.,  Aug.  16,  1778.  He  graduated  at  Harvard 
in  1798 ;  ordained  at  North  Hampton  Nov.  18,  1801.  Re- 
tired from  the  responsible  services  of  his  pastorate  Nov.  18. 
1851.  The  commencement  of  his  ministry  was  not  marked 
either  by  sunshine  or  shade.    It  began  in  a  settled  storm  of 

Solitical  party  strife  among  the  people  themselves.  The 
isturbing  elements  were  gathering  here  before  this  people 
and  their  candidate  had  any  knowledge  whatever  ot  each 
other.  All  who  are  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  polit- 
ical controversy  in  this  country  at  the  commencement  of  the 
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preset  century  can  judge  of  the  perplexities  of  a  young 
preacher  placed  between  such  opposite  contending  forces. 
There  was  an  earnest  majority  of  the  town  for  his  settle- 
ment, and  a  strong  opposition  to  it.  Very  peculiar  circum- 
stances demanded  that  the  question  of  settling  should  be 
submitted  to  a  large  and  judicious  council.  Such  a  council 
was  convened.  Dr.  Tappan,  Prof,  of  Divinity  at  Harv.  Col. 
was  moderator,  and  Dr.  Buckminster  of  Portsmouth  was 
scribe.  As  appears  from  the  minutes,  opportunity  was  riven 
to  the  parties  to  make  their  several  statements  as  fiiUy  as 
they  nuffht  desire.  The  minutes  of  the  scribe  testify  that 
"after  t£is  had  taken  place,  and  after  mature *and  prayerful 
deliberation,  it  was  voted  unanimously,  that  the  objections 
and  opposition  that  appeared  against  the  settlement  were 
not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  council  from  proceeding  to 
ordination."  He  was  accordingly  ordained.  Mr.  French 
was  settled,  as  each  of  his  predecessors  had  been,  by  the 
town,  who  voted  to  him,  although  the  church  and  society 
were  Congregational,  an  annual  salary  so  long  as  he  should 
remain  their  minister.  The  salary  consisted  of  the  occupan- 
cy of  a  small  parsonage  farm  with  convenient  buildings,  ten 
cords  of  hard  and  ten  cords  of  pine  wood,  and  four  hundred 
dollars  annually.  This  connection  of  the  town  with  the 
Congregational  church  and  society  and  ministry,  iumished 
occasional  opportunities  to  agitate  the  subject  of  salary  in 
ways  which  tnreatened  the  entire  demolition  of  the  ancient 
foundations,  although  not  an  individual  was,  during  Mr. 
French's  pastorate,  distrained  ifor  the  minister  tax,  and  al- 
though a  fund  which  grew  out  of  a  grant  of  Mr.  Dalton,  (a 
minister  of  the  ancient  Congre^tional  church  in  Hampton,) 
paid  more  than  half  of  the  cash  part  of  the  minister's  salanr 
nere  annually.  The  pastor,  in  view  of  a  fermentation  whicn 
wa^  raised  when  he  had  been  settled  about  thirty  five  years, 
proposed,  unsolicited  by  any  one,  to  release  a  fourth  of  the 
cash  part  of  his  salary,  and  try  as  an  experiment  to  pay  his 
debts  and  live  of  the  rest.  This  movement  fully  succeeded 
in  quieting  the  panic,  but  the  pastor  soon  found  himsell 
obliged  to  expend  to  the  full  amount  of  what  he  relinquished 
from  the  savings  which  had  been  careAilly  nursed  for  a  time 
of  need.  But  the  Lord  is  ever  true  to  ms  name,  "Jehovah 
Jireh,"  (The  Lord  will  provide.)  The  quiet  which  ensued 
gave  opportunity  to  accomplish  a  long  desired  arrangement 
for  an  equitable  partition  of  the  parsonage  and  funds,  which 
issued  in  a  peaceM  transfer  of  the  present  parsonage  and 
the  pastor  from  the  town  to  the  Congregational  church  and 
society,  and  to  a  state  of  harmony  arS  ^od  will  throughout 
the  whole  community. 
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There  have  heen  times  of  seriotis  trial  dmring  ^  last  hatf 
eentury.  Some  ot  the  elderly  people  haye  bbm  to  their  min- 
ister, "  It  seems  as  if  everything  was^oing  to  ruin.  If  you  die 
or  leave  this  place,  the  cause  wSl  sink."  Bnt  God  has  helped 
this  Zion.  There  was  one  man  who.  for  many  years  exerted 
great  influence  for  good  in  times  of  discouragement.  He 
once  said  to  the  pastor,  "  Don't  be  discouraged, — I  will  be 
one  of  ten  to  support  yorf"  The  same  man,  at  a  time  when 
much  excitement  arose  on  account  of  the  general  tax  system 
for  the  support  of  the  ministry,  sent  a  letter  to  the  town 
meeting,  ful^  of  arguments,  showing  the  temporal  ben- 
efits of  the  ministry  and  closing  with  an  otter  to  pay  the 
rates  of  all  who  were  unwilling  or  reaUy  unable  to  pay.  He 
said  he  could  not  do  much,  but  he  cotdd  be  a  ^^  gap  man^^  to 
help  sustain  the  minister  and  that  he  would  be.  wl^ther  their 
views  exactly  accorded  or  not.  The  last  male  member  ai 
the  church  who  was  in  it  at  his  settlement,  told  the  senior 
t)a8tor  that  when  he  married  and  was  about  to  remove  his 
Dride,  an  only  daughter,  to  her  new  home,  her  father  enjoined 
it  uj)on  them  "  as  they  would  hope  to  prosper  and  enjoy  the 
blessing  of  God,  to  be  good  to  their  minister" — a  principle 
on  which  they  and  many  others  among  this  people  have 
acted. 

The  young  pastor^s  heart  was  oppressed  with  the  state  isi 
things  as  he  entered  this  field  in  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury. And  the  fiwjts  too  fitly  represent  many  of  the  churches 
in  the  State  as  thev  then  were,  and  clearly  show  that 
great  changes  for  the  better  have  been  made.  Notice  the 
picture.  The  custom  of  catechising  the  children  was  laid 
aside — ^household  religious  instruction  was  neglected — there 
were  no  Sabbath  Schools — the  Sacramental  lecture  had  been 
discontinued  because  so  few  attended — there  were  no  meet- 
ings for  social  prayer — seldom  a  private  lecture  or  more  than 
the  usual  Saboiath  exercises.  Though  a  town  of  only  about 
660  souls,  yet  40  hogsheads  of  "  fieiy  New  England''  were 
sold  in  a  ^r  at  one  store  in  the  place.  And  yet  the  farmer 
in  marketing  his  produce  in  neighboring  towns,  often  broug)it 
home  a  barrel  and  in  some  cases  a  hogshead,  and  deposited 
it  in  his  cellar. 

The  pastor  introduced^  at  first,  reading  and  singing  and 
then  a  bible  exercise  at  mtermission  on  me  Sabbaui ;  tiien 
the  Sabbath  School,  and  at  length  the  Monthly  Concert.— 
Many  were  alarmed  lest  the  increase  of  meetings  might  tend 
to  irregularities,  and  even  the  good  man  who  would  pay  the 
taxes  of  the  unwilling  ones,  was  afraid  this  was  being  right- 
eous overmuch.    The  weekly  church  prayer  meetmg  was 
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b^gim  with,  the  smaUest  number  whom.  Christ  promised  to 
meet.  It  gradually  increased  and  has  been  ever  since  sus- 
tained. Evening  lectures  were  appointed  and  well  attended. 
Some  tokens  of  mercy  were  given.  At  a  later  date  came  the 
Temperanee  Befonn  with  its  unnumbered  blesongs. 

In  the  autunmofl8I7  there  were  indications  of  a  revival 
ci  religion  among  us.  In  about  three  months  from  the  first 
develoimient  of  special  interest  in  ^^the  things  which  are  not 
seen  and  are  eternal/'  there  were  seventeen  persons  added  to 
OHT  communion.  That  awakening,  in  some  of  its  most 
mmarkable  cafles,  could  be  distinctfy  traced  to  the  blessing 
of  Gk)d  upon  the  public  exercises  and  influences  of  the  weekly 
pvayer'-meeting ;  the  monthly  concert ;  and  to  the  account 
ffven  by  the  pastor,  of  the  narratives  of  the  state  of  religion 
as  reported  at  a  meeting,  then  recent,  of  the  General  Associa- 
tion of  New  Hampshire.  There  was  a  season  of  refreshing 
in  1821,  and  twelve  persons,  most  of  them  heads  of  fiunilies, 
were  gathered  into  the  churcL  The  three  interv^ung  years 
we  were  not  without  some  special  tokens  of  mercy.  &t  our 
young  people  took  little  interest  in  the  subject  of  religion. 
Their  minds  were  carried  away  with  the  gaieties  and  amuse^ 
ments  often  so  attractive  to  the  young.  Pious  par^ts  saw 
with  great  anxiety,  their  children  jnowing  up  around  them 
in  ne^ect  of  the  great  salvation.  Some  of  those  parents  had 
in  firesh  remembrance,  though  several  jears  had  passed  away, 
a  young  man,  one  of  their  cotemporanes,  among  whom  there 
was  not  one  in  the  place  more  beloved,  who  unquestionably 
sacrificed  his  life  a  votary  to  the  pleasures  of  the  dancing 
fioor  and  its  attendant  amusemients.  An  affectionate  sister 
did  not  hesitate  to  attribute  his  premature  death  to  this  cause 
and  could  not  afterwards  speak  of  such  perversions  of  time 
and  youthful  vivacity  without  deep  emotions  of  grief.  About 
tiie  beginnii^  of  182i3,  the  young  people,  although  of  as  regu- 
lar moral  deportment  as  youth  m  general,  appeared  to  be 
more  than  uraally  inclined  to  parties  of  amusement.  The 
&ejing8  of  their  pastor  and  of  their  Christian  parents  and 
fiien£  caimot  be  described.  Much  prayer  was  offered  on 
Aeir  behalf.  The  &ith  of  Christians  was  tried,  but  at  len^ 
their  prayers  were  answered.  A  revival  of  considerable 
extent  enmied.  Among  the  results  may  be  noticed,  that  in. 
CMQke  direction  for  about  two  miles  there  was  hardly  a  house 
in  which  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  liot  manifest. 
The  attention,  although  more  ffeneral  among  the  youth  than 
any  other  class,  was  not  confined  to  them.  A  immber  of 
heads  of  fiimilieb,  and  some  persons  past  middle  age  were 
among  the  suljjects  of  hopeftu  .conversion.    The  taste  of  a 
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large  portion  of  the  young  people  was  changed.  For  "those 
noisy  senseless  balls/'  as  a  young  man  who  knew  their  history 
appropriately  termed  them,  were  substituted  social  meetings, 
which  furnished  intellectual  pleasure  and  improvement ;  ana 
which  strengthened  and  ennyened  the  most  cheerful  and 
refined  feelings  of  the  heart.  In  that  revival  more  than 
sixty  entertained  the  hope  that  they  had  experienced  rddgion. 
Forty  five  were  received  to  commimion.  Several  other  seasons 
of  refreshinff  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  have  been  granted 
to  us,  thou^  none,  j^rhaps,  surpassing  in  interest  that  whidi 
has  iust  been  mentioned.  In  connection  with  the  erection 
of  the  present  house  of  worship,  and  subsequently  to  its 
completion,  the  Lord,  to  whom  it  was  consecrated,  poured 
upon  us  a  blessing,  which  we  hoped  was  significant  of  his 
fevor  toward  the  undertaking. 

The  church  has  received  173  "  letters  missive"  to  attend 
councils — has  attended  144  of  them — but  had  no  occasion 
for  one  among  themselves  for  the  fifty  years  of  the  senior 
pastor's  active  service.  During  his  ministry  285  persons 
were  admitted  to  the  church  and  there  were  456  baptisms. — 
Of  643  deaths  in  town  in  fifty  years,  79  occurred  between 
the  ages  of  70  and  80  ;  63  between  80  and  90 ;  20  over  90 ; 
and  1  at  99. 

On  the  15th  of  Nov.  1851,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his 
settlement,  Dr.  French  preached  a  sermon  full  of  historic 
interest,  f^m  which,  with  his,  aid,  much  of  this  account  is 
taken.  At  his  urgent  requestf  the  people  looked  after  a  col- 
league during  the  following  year.  Mr.  John  Dinsmore  came 
among  them  in  the  spring  of  1852,  and  amidst  a  most  pre- 
cious outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  a^ed  pastor  wel- 
comed to  his  aid  thi^  young  brother  in  the  ministry.  It  was 
emphatically  a  time  of  love.  Many  expressions  of  interest 
were  made  to  the  retiring  pastor  and  a  nearty  welcome  was 

fiven  to  the  new  laborer.  Mr.  Dinsmore  was  ordained  Nov. 
8,  1852.  About  forty  were  added  to  the  church  as  the  froii 
of  this  blessed  work.  The  church  numbers  178.  They  paid 
J  280  to  benevolent  objects  the  past  year  and  pav  a  salary 
of  3600.  This  history  speaks  loudly  in  favor  oi  a  ipwma- 
nent  ministry.  Though  one  of  the  smallest  towns  m  the 
State  (population  850)  it  is  one  of  the  most  noted,  and  has 
exerted  in  our  reli^ous  interests  an  influence  second  perhaps 
to  none.  By  holding  on  upon  its  pastor  it  has  helped  to 
make  him  what  he  is  and  what  he  could  not  have  been  in  an 
itinerant  work,  and,  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  he  has  made 
them  what  they  are.  Had  they  been  divided  into  sects,  th^ 
would  now  resemble  many  towns  in  the  State  where  desola- 
tion reigns. 
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NORTHWOOD, 

Rey.  Otis  Holmbs. 

The  first  Congr^tional  Meeting-houBe  in  this  town  was 
erected  in  1781,  and  continued  to  be  occupied  for  the  wor- 
shii)  of  Gtod  until  1840 ;  it  was  thenceforward  used  as  a  town 
hall  until  March  10, 1847,  when  it  was  consumed  by  fire. 
On  the  original  site  are  now  standing  the  district  school 
house  and  the  newly  built  town  hall.  The  second  Congre- 
gational Meeting-house  was  erected  in  1840,  at  an  expense 
of  about  twenty  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  church  in  this  town,  Rev.  Josiah 
Prentice,  was  ordained  May  29, 1799.  His  ministerial  labors 
were  continued,  and  were  eminently  successful,  until  May 
10,  1842,  when,  from  advanced  age  and  other  infirmities,  he 
requested  and  received  dismission  from  his  pastoral  charge. 
At  his  ordination  there  were  present,  Rev.  Lewis  Lankton, 
Rev.  Isaac  Smith,  Rev.  Curtis  Coe,  Rev.  T.  Upham,  Rev. 
E.  Hazeltine,  and  Rev.  J.  Carpenter.  The  first  and  only 
Congregational  church  in  this  town  was  formed  Nov.  29, 
179o,  consisting  of  eight  members,  four  males  and  four 
females.  The  following  ministers  were  present  and  took 
part  in  its  organization,  viz :  Rev.  Curtis  Coe,  Rev.  J.  Car- 

g inter,  and  Rev.  E.  Hazeltine.  At  the  time  the  church  was 
rmed,  of  eight  members,  1798,  the  population  of  the  town 
was  about  1,000.  During  the  whole  time  of  the  pastorate 
of  Mr.  Prentice  there  were  about  two  hundred  persons  added 
to  the  church.  It  now  members  eighty  six  members,  and 
the  population  of  the  town  is  1300.  The  Rev.  Josiah  Pren- 
tice recently  died  at  the  age  of  83.  He  was  much  beloved 
and  was  a  worthy  man. 

Soon  after  the  dismissal  of  the  first  pastor,  the  labors  of 
the  Rev  Benjamin  F.  Clarke  were  secured  lor  a  short  season. 
Rev.  Eliot  C.  C(^well  received  from  the  church  and  society 
a  call  to  settle  with  them  in  the  gospel  ministry,  and  was 
ordained  Nov.  22,  1842.  By  his  own  request  he  was  dis- 
missed from  his  pastoral  charge,  July  18,  1848.  Rev. 
Joseph  Tarlton  was  then  employed  for  a  few  months. 

Rev.  Otis  Holmes,  the  present  pastor,  commenced  his 
ministerial  labors  here  May  1,  1849,  and  was  installed  as 
pastor  Jan.  1, 1850.  During  the  last  two  pastorates  impor- 
tant accessions  have  been  made  to  the  church.  Within 
itree  years  past  the  church  and  society  have  purchased  three 
fteres  of  lana,  and  erected  upon  it  commodious  buildings,  for 
a  parsonage.    The  property  is  deeded  to  the  Congregational 
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society  of  Northwood,  with  no  incumbrance.  Within  the 
period  under  review^  two  or  three  youuj;  men  in  connection 
with  the  society,  had  contemplated  fittmg  for  the  ministry, 
but  were  prevented  by  death.  The  benevolent  enterprises 
of  the  a^  have  received  a  good  degree  of  attention,  m  the 
contributions  and  prayers  of  this  people.  In&nt  baptism 
has  received  the  earnest  attention  or  all  the  ministers  whose 
services  have  here  been  rendered,  and  most  of  the  parents 
who  have  come  into  the  church  have  honored  the  ordinance 
in  their  practice.  No  schisms  of  any  considerable  extent 
have  existed  in  this  church.  Its  present  pastor  has  a  salary 
of  9400.  For  all  the  good  that  has  been  done  by  this  small 
member  of  the  Redeemer's  fiunily ;  for  all  the  souls  that  have 
been  renewed  and  saved,  it  mav  be  said,  "Not  unto  us,  0 
Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give  glory,  for  thy 
mercy y  and  for  thy  truth's  sake. 


NOTTINGHAM. 

This  town  was  chartered  in  1722,  and  in  1727  Joseph 
GiUey  and  others  made  the  first  settlement.  Its  population 
in  1820,  was  1126  and  in  1850, 1268.  After  sundry  efforts 
to  secure  the  privil^es  of  the  gospel^  they  united  in  church 
relations  in  1742,  and,  at  the  same  tmie,  received  their  first 

Ewtor,  Rev.  Stephen  Emery.  Thejr  were  not  to  enjoy  his 
bors,  however,  but  for  a  brief  period.  He  was  dismissed 
after  a  pastorate  of  about  seven  years  and  died  May  24^ 
1782,  aged  70  years.  He  was  a  native  of  Exeter,  and  a 
gpraduate  of  Harvard  college  in  1730. 

In  1758  Rev.  Benjamin  Butler  of  the  dass  of  1752,  Haf 
vard  collie,  was  settled  and  remained  until  Amt.  1,  1770, 
a  period  of  twelve  years.  After  his  dismission  Sir.  Butler 
continued  his  residence  in  the  place,  but  employed  himself 
m  secular  pursuits.  The  blessings  of  a  settled  ministry  have 
not  been  enjoyed  since  his  removal  Previous  to  1800  a  call 
was  given  to  Rev.  James  Hobart  He  had  produced  a  strong 
impression.  The  people  loved  him.  But  nis  way  was  nw 
dear  to  comply  with  their  request  to  aUde  with  them. — 
After  an  absence  of  about  forty  years,  he  revisited  the  place. 
The  youthful,  ardent  preacher  was  now  stricken  witn  the 
firosts  of  time,  but  there  was  much  joy  at  his  coming  and 
their  feebleness  alone  prevented  their  employing  him  for  a 
series  of  years.  At  tms  place  and  Epping  Rev.  J.  LeBos* 
f  uet  preached  during  1839  and  1840.    In  1840  a  diurch  was 
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oiganized  c^  fottrteen  members.  This  was  the  third  that 
had  been  fbrmed,  the  two  first  having  ceased  to  be.  In 
1845  Rev.  Jonathan  Ward  epent  eleven  weeks  in  Notting- 
ham and  generously  declined  receiving  the  appropriation 
made  by  the  Missionary  society  for  his  services,  though  the 
people  paid  him  something.  Rev.  E.  0.  Cogswell  labored 
among  them  six  weeks  in  1848,  and  in  1860,  Rev.  E.  Dow 
nine  months.  Rev.  C.  H.  (}ates  was  employed  as  a  supply 
in  the  autumn  of  1850  for  one  year.  The  cnurch  then  em- 
braced ten  members. 


PLAI8T0W. 

Rev.  Chablss  Txiiiibt. 

This  church  was  organized  Nov.  4th,  1730,  on  a  day  of 
Fasting  and  Prayer,  speciaUy  appointed  for  this  purpose.  It 
was  originally  styled  the  dhurcn  in  the  North  Precinct  of 
Haverfafll,  Ms.,  which  then  included  the  territory  now  com- 
prised within  the  limits  of  the  towns  of  Plaistow  and  Atkin- 
son. It  was  composed  of  59  members  from  the  1st  Church 
in  Haverhill  On  the  4th  of  March  following,  ten  more  were 
added  from  the  1st  Church  in  Haverhill. 

At  the  above  named  meeting  Mr.  James  Ctishing  was 
invited  to  be  their  pastor,  and  was  ordained  on  the  2d  of 
December  following.  Nothiuj;  appears  to  have  occurred, 
during  his  ministry,  which  contmued  about  thirty  three  vears, 
that  msturbed  the  harmony  of  the  church,  or  the  commrt  of 
ihe  pastor.  There  was  not,  perhaps,  what  may  be  termed  a 
revival  of  religion,  yet  a  good  number  were  added  to  the 
ohurcb — 164  in  all — 115  by  profession,  and  49  by  letter. 
The  greatest  number  in  any  one  yew  (1737)  was  14.  The 
halfway  covenant  practice  was  tb^n  in  use,  and  during  Mr« 
Cushin^s  ministry  200  owned  the  covenant  in  this  way,  and 
bad  their  children  baptized.  It  does  not  appear,  from  the 
records,  that  he  baptized  an  adult,  on  receiving  members  to 
fall  communion ;  and  this  practice  will  account  for  the  great 
number  of  infiEmt  baptisms  during  this  time,  which  was  1275. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Gushing  died  Majr  13, 1764. 

On  the  6th  of  March  of  the  following  year,  Mr.  Gyles  Mer- 
rill was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church,  and  died  April  27th, 
1801,  after  a  ministry  of  about  thirty  seven  years.  The 
nmnber  of  admissions  to  the  church  was  59—47  by  profession, 
and  12  by  letter.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Merrill  hadapea^efulministry 
•nd  was  greatly  respected  and  beloved  by  his  people.    At  a 
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preacher  he  was  orthodox  in  faith,  of  Bound  learning,  discreet, 
and  was  justly  and  highly  esteemed.  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
Merrill,  this  church  was  without  a  settled  pastor  twenty  five 
years ;  and,  during  this  time,  became  much  enfeebled.  The 
records  do  not  show  that  more  than  8  nersons  were  admitted 
to  the  church — ^for  17  years,  not  one— exnibiting,  conclusively, 
the  sad  efiects  of  the  absence  of  a  settled  ministry. 

On  the  26th  of  Dec.  1826,  the  Rev.  Moses  Welch,  who  had 
been  preaching  to  the  people  as  a  stated  supply,  for  about  two 
y^ears  and  a  half,  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church,  and  con- 
tinued with  them  till  the  2d  of  Feb.  1831,  when  he  was  dis- 
missed at  his  own  request.  There  were  admitted  to  the  church 
after  Mr.  Welch's  installation,  36 — 3  by  letter,  and  33  by  pro- 
fession, and  all  of  these  33,  except  2,  were  the  fruits  of  a 
revival  which  occurred  in  1827.  Mr.  Welch  baptized  26 
children. 

On  the  day  of  Mr.  Welch's  dismission,  the  Rev.  Samuel  H. 
Peckham  was  chosen  to  be  pastor,  and  ne  was  installed  the 
23d  day  of  the  same  month.  Much  of  Mr.  Peckham's  minis- 
try was  unquiet  and  unpleasant,  yet  in  a  very  cood  degree 
successful.  He  was  dismissed  Sept.  10th,  1838,  having  "the 
undiminished  confidence"  of  the  dismissing  coimcil,  as  "a 
good  and  able  minister  of  the  gospel."  Dunng  his  ministry, 
of  about  seven  years,  there  were  added  to  the  church  31  bv 
profession,  and  5  by  letter ;  and  23  children  were  baptized 
Oct.  25,  1772, 13  of  the  members  of  this  church,  resident 
in  Atkinson,  were  dismissed  and  recon^nendea  for  the 
purpose,  in  union  with  others,  of  being  organized  into  a  church 
m  said  town.  Rev.  David  Oliphant  statedly  supplied  the 
pulpit  after  Mr.  Peckham's  dismission.  A  neat  and  commo- 
dious house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1837,  in  the  place  of 
the  old  house,  which  had  become  wholly  unfit  for  use.  The 
new  house  is  the  property  of  proprietors. 

Mr.  Oliphant  left  m  1852,  ana  during  his  ministry  there 
were  added  to  the  church  7  by  letter  and  25  by  profession. 
In&nt  baptisms,  32.  Rev.  Charles  Tenney  commenced  his 
labors  early  in  1853,  with  this  church,  and  12  persons  have 
been  added  by  letter,  and  28  by  profession  since  that  time. 
Present  number  of  members,  90.  The  church  building 
stands  near  the  Haverhill  line — the  parsonage,  a  few  rods 
distant  is  situated  in  Haverhill,  Ms.  Atteimance  at  public 
worship  is  about  equally  from  Haverhill  and  Plaistow.  Sev- 
eral families  also  attend  from  Atkinson,  the  boundary  line  of 
which  is  about  half  a  mile  distant.  The  average  attendance 
at  worship  on  the  Sabbath  exceeds  150.  For  the  past  sixteen 
years,  the  ministry  was  supported  by  voluntary  subscription. 
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Eight  men  have  entered  the  ministry  from  families  con- 
nected with  this  church — six  of  them  Congr^ationalists,  one 
Methodist,  one  Episcopalian. 


•Itr  WortD  J«ertCiia^Dottse  Ctom  1712  to  1854. 
PORTSMOUTH.* 

Rev.  L.  Whitino. 

^'Therefore,  Honorable  and  worthy  countrymen/'  said 
Gapt.  Smith  to  the  New  Hampshire  colonists,  "let  not  the 
meanness  of  the  word  fish  distaste  you,  for  it  will  afford  you 
as  good  gold  as  the  mines  of  Potosi,  with  less  hazard  and 
char^,  and  more  certainty^  and  facility." 

This  discloses  in  the  bnefest  manner  the  origin  of  Ports- 
mouth, for  that  lofty  and  self  forgetting  devotion  to  great 
principles  which  baptized  many  of  the  early  settlements  Un- 
ing  the  New  En^and  coast,  never  put  its  seal  on  the  brow 
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of  Strawberry  Bank.  Its  first  colonists— fish  mongers  of 
London,  more  intent  on  trade  than  religion — arrived  three 
years  after  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth.  They  first  settled 
at  Little  Harbor,  nor  was  it  until  seven  years  that  houses 
began  to  dot  the  ridge  which  run  along  from  Pitts  Street  to 
Chapel  Hill,  then  called  "  The  Bank."  Here  the  church  with 
its  wholesome  discipline  and  heavenly  comforts  found  no 
early  home.  Thoi^n  a  chaj)el  and  parsonage  seem  to  have 
been  built,  no  regu&r  provision  was  made  for  a  settled  min- 
istry until  1640,  when  twenty  of  the  inhabitants  deeded  to 
some  church  wardens  fifty  acres  of  land  for  a  glebe,  twelve 
of  which  lay  in  what  is  now  the  most  compact  part  of  the 
city ;  and  seventeen  years  after,  the  town  voted  to  build  a 
Meeting-house  on  a  rise  of  land  a  few  rods  south  of  the  soutii 
mill  dam.  Hitherto  there  had  been  but  transient  preaching, 
but  the  progress  of  the  new  Meeting-house,  quickening  tfe 
reli^ous  instincts  of  the  settlers,  they  resolved  to  have  a 
minister,  and  thirty  six  subscribers  called  a  young  man  of 
rising  fame,  Joshua  Moodejr,  from  the  neighboring  colony  of 
Massachusetts.  This  was  in  1658.  He  accepted  the  call 
and  the  town  voted  to  settle  him.  And  as  a  proof,  we  take 
it,  "of  their  readiness  to  remove  all  hindrances  in  the  way  of 
the  new  preacher's  useMness,  the  town  meeting  ordered  a 
cage  to  be  made  to  pimish  those  who  slept  or  tc^k  tobacco 
on  the  Lord's  Day,  during  the  public  service.  Such  cages 
might  not  be  amiss  now-a-days.  Mr.  Moodey  was  a  brave, 
able  and  zealous  preacher ;  and  when  we  thii^  of  his  moral 
field,  a  trading  community  long  isolated  from  the  ordinances 
of  the  gospel,  with  little  or  no  spiritual  afl&nities  for  the  Pu- 
ritan element  of  sister  colonies,  we  need  not  wonder  that 
thirteen  years  of  instruction  and  labor  were  necessary  before 
a  church  could  be  gathered.  Professing  Christians  from 
other  places  had  meanwhile  moved  to  Portsmouth,  who  felt 
they  could  no  "longer  satisfy  themselves  to  live  without 
those  strengthening  and  edifying  ordinances  which  their  souls 
tasted  the  good  of  in  times  past,  and  others  well  afiSscted  to 
the  work,  professed  their  longings  after  the  fat  and  marrow- 
ed  things  of  Gkxl's  house."  Little  meetings  of  conference, 
confession  and  prajrer  were  held  from  house  to  house,  "to 
the  mutual  refreshing  and  endearing  of  the  speakers,  and  to 
the  awakening  and  warning  of  the  neighbors  who  were  per- 
mitted to  be  present."  The  civil  authority  was  made 
acquainted  with  their  wishes,  and  at  last  in  1671,  several 
churches  were  invited  to  c(mie  and  assist  in  the  formation  of 
the  first  church  in  Portsmoulii  and  tiie  "  ordination  of  (Mr 
cers  therein."     These  were  the  church  in  Cambridge,  rf 
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which  Mr.  Mood^  was  a  member,  and  those  of  Ipewidi^ 
Bowley,  and  Hampton.  Eight  members  with  the  minister 
entered  into  a  covenant  of  their  £suth  in  Christ,  and  with 
appropriate  solemnities  he  was  ordained  their  pastor.  A 
deacon  also  was  set  apart  by  the  ^'imposition  of  hand  and 
prayer.''  And  thus  arter  a  lapse  of  nearly  Sftj  years,  this 
little  branch  of  the  spiritual  yine  was  planted  m  feebleness 
but  in  fisLith  upon  our  native  soil.  More  than  ten  years  of 
pastoral  labor  went  by,  when  political  troubles  disturbed  the 
peace  of  the  people  of  God.  In  1684,  a  member  of  the 
church  was  charged  with  &lse  swearing  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  of  a  fishmg  smack  in  the  harbor,  and  though  the 
matter  was  hushed  up  to  the  Groyemor,  not  so  to  the  minis- 
ter. In  an  attempt  to  ferret  out  the  truth,  the  Govemor 
commanded  him  to  desist ;  but  zealous  for  the  honbr  of  the 
diurch,  he  preached  a  sermon  upon  the  evil  of  false  swearing, 
and  boldly  called  the  offender  to  an  account ;  who^  unable  to 
hraye  the  searching  and  pui^^t  preaching  of  his  minister, 
made  a  public  comession  of  his  sin.    This  the  imperious 

Spirit  of  Goyemor  Cranfield  could  not  brook,  and  he 
etermined  to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  Mr.  Moodey.  For 
this  purpose  he  determined  to  put  into  execution  the  Con- 
formity Act  of  Charles  the  II.  which  was  at  that  time 
crushing  thousands  of  the  best  subjects  in  England.  He 
therefore,  as  Governor,  issued  a  formal  edict,  which  declared 
^^that  all  persons  who  desired  it  should  be  admitted  to  the 
Lord's  Supper,  according  to  the  Lituigy  of  the  English 
diurch."  The  Governor  then  sent  word  to  the  pastor,  that 
he  and  two  of  his  friends  intended  to  partake  of  this  sacra- 
ment on  the  next  Lord's  day. 

Mr.  Moodey  promptly  and  boldly  reAised  to  receive  them, 
for  which  he  was  arrested  and  tmrown  into  jail  at  Great 
Island,  now  called  New  Castle.  "Our  menester  lyees  in 
prison  and  a  fammine  of  the  Word  of  God  coming  upon 
us,"  writes  one  in  that  dark  day.  "The  Sabbath  is  come^ 
but  no  preaching  at  the  Banke.  Motyones  have  been  made 
tiiat  Mr.  Moodey  may  goe  up  and  preach  on  the  Lord's 
daye,  tho'  hee  come  down  to  prisson  at  night,  or  that  naib(»* 
ministers  might  be  permitted  to  come  and  preach,  or  that 
the  people  might  come  down  to  the  prison  and  heare  as 
many  as  could,  but  nothing  will  doe.  Good  Mrs.  Martin 
was  buried,  being  not  able  to  live  above  one  Sabbath  after 
the  shutting  up  of  the  doors  of  the  sanctuary."  Nor  was 
the  sorrow  (»  the  bereaved  flock  less  keen  tlum  that  of  the 
imprisoned  pastor^  In  the  absence  of  the  Governor,  he 
obtained  leave  firom  his  deputy  to  permit  preaching,  and 
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thus  he  pours  out  his  soul  in  a  letter  to  a  brother  clergyman 
at  Rowley,  beseechiuj^  his  assistance:  ^'Oh,  consider  that 
my  poor  flock  have  rested  about  forty  -days  and  must  now 
be  an  hungered.  Haye  pity  upon  them,  have  pity  upon 
them,  oh  thou  my  friend,  and  when  you  have  taken  yr'  turn 
we  shall  hope  for  some  other.  Let  this  good  work  for  the 
house  of  Gk)d  be  done,  that  you  may  be  blest  of  God  for 
good.  You  will  thereby  not  only  visit  me  in  prison,  but 
reed  a  great  multitude  of  the  hungry  and  thirsty  little  ones 
in  Christ,  which  will  be  accounted  for  at  that  day." 

After  thirteen  weeks  imprisonment  Mr.  Moodey  was  releas- 
ed, on  condition  of  his  leaving  the  colony.  He  went  to  Bos- 
ton, where  he  staid  ten  years,  his  old  and  endeared  flock 
never  losing  their  hold  upon  him.  In  1693,  all  obstacles 
having  been  removed,  he  returned  to  labor  four  years  longer 
among  the  people  of  Portsmouth,  when  death  removed  hum 
to  the  rewards  of  the  faithful  in  Heaven.  His  last  words  to 
a  brother  clergyman  were,  "l%e  lift  of  the  churches — the  life 
df  the  churcheSy  and  the  power  of  godliness  in  them,  I 
beseech  you  to  look  after  that."  ChecKered  as  his  ministry 
had  been,  it  was  blessed  of  God ;  one  hundred  and  sixbr 
were  gathered  into  the  church  during  his  ministry,  and  such 
was  the  power  of  his  preaching  that  families  walked  from 
Greenland,  six  or  eight  miles,  to  attend  the  Sabbath  service. 
What  provision  was  made  in  the  counsels  of  the  dying  pas- 
tor for  his  successor,  we  do  not  know ;  but  within  a  month 
after  his  death,  a  cadi  was  issued  to  Bev.  Nathaniel  Rogers, 
the  son  of  President  Rogers  of  Harvard  college,  a  descendant 
of  the  martyr,  whose  spiritual  gifts  n^iarked  many  of  that 
illustrious  line. 

As  settlements  thickened  on  the  Bank,  and  the  old  Meet- 
ing-house became  battered  by  the  storms  of  more  than  fifty 
winters,  the  town  voted  to  build  a  new  one  on  the  comer  of 
the  glebe  land  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  town.  The  move- 
ment excited  a  fierce  opposition ;  town  meetings  and  counter 
town  meetings,  votes  and  counter  votes  agitatSl  the  commu- 
nity, while  still  the  building  went  up,  and  when  completed, 
the  majority  decided  it  shomd  be  the  settled  Meeting-house 
of  the  town,  and  a  vote  of  the  church  removed  Mr.  Rogers 
from  the  old  sanctuary  to  the  new.  This  was  the  old  three 
storied  pile,  whose  double  galleries  and  square  pews  and  huge 
oak  posts  and  braces  are  within  the  memory  of  the  present 
generation. 

In  1740,  permission  was  given  by  the  parish  to  "  any  per- 
sons or  number  of  persons  to  procure  a  clock  at  their  own 
cost,  to  set  it  up  in  the  steeple  of  their  Meeting-house,  so 
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that  Hb  hammer  might  strike  on  the  bell."  This  permission 
was  accepted  a  few  years  after,  by  Daniel  Peirce  and  several 
other  gentlemen,  who  purchased  a  clock  and  presented  it  to 
the  town  on  the  25th  of  March,  1749.  This  clock,  many 
years  afterwards,  on  the  introduction  of  a  new  one,  was  re- 
moved to  the  tower  of  the  old  South  Meeting-house,  where  it 
did  good  service  till  a  recent  perioG.  The  new  clock,  which 
took  its  place,  was  made  by  that  faithftd  and  accurate  work- 
man, Mr.  Simon  Willard,  in  the  year  1803,  and  after  the 
constant  wear  of  about  fifty  years,  is  pronounced  about  as 
good  as  new.  It  is  to  be  used  in  tne  new  tower,  with  the  old 
beU.  as  a  connecting  link  between  the  past  and  the  present. 

The  present  bell  l)ears  the  date  of  1764  ;  its  immediate 
predecessor,  the  record  says,  having  become  cracked,  was  sent 
to  England  to  be  re-cast  and  was  lost  on  the  voyage. 

Mr.  Rogers'  able  ministry  continued  until  1723,  when  his 
death  took  place,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  old  burial  place 
called  the  "Point  of  Graves."  Bev.  John  Fitch,  from  Ips- 
wich, succeeded  him,  on  the  salary  of  130  pounds  a  year, 
and  the  "  contribution  of  strangers."  After  a  pious  and  use- 
ful ministry  of  twenty  years,  the  infirmities  of  age  creeping 
upon  him,  a  young  clergyman  from  Boston,  Samuel  Lang- 
don,  master  of  a  grammar  school  in  town,  was  invited  to  ari- 
sist  Mr.  Fitch  in  his  pastoral  labors.  Within  a  year,  1746, 
the  old  minister  ceased  from  his  earthljr  work,  and  the  new 
ond  entered  upon  all  the  responsibilities  of  the  ministerial 
office.  For  twenty  seven  years  he  was  the  faithful  preacher 
and  laborious  pastor  of  the  North  Church,  when  his  learning 
and  pietv  secured  to  him  the  Presidency  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  he  removed  to  Cambridge.  In  the  interval  of  five 
Jears  between  his  departure  and  the  settlement  of  Rev. 
oseph  Buckminsterj  Dr.  Stiles  of  Newport,  driven  from  his 
flock  by  the  calamities  of  the  war,  supplied  the  North 
Church  pulpit  for  a  year,  and  he  might  have  long  remained 
to  bless  the  town  with  his  able  ministry,  had  not  Yale  col-, 
lege  invited  him  to  the  President's  chair. 

Massachusetts  again  gave  one  of  her  sons,  and  Rev.  Joseph 
Buckminster,  in  the  early  part  of  1779,  was  ordained  over 
the  old  North  Church.  Portsmouth  had  been  now  long  dis- 
tinguished for  its  wealth  arid  the  generous  hospitality  of  its 
principal  families.  The  elegance  and  splendor  of  the  old 
country  were  re-produced  in  this  part  of  the  new.  Cocked 
hats  and  gold  beaded  canes,  embroidered  waistcoats  and  gold 
laced  coats  glided  up  the  aisles  of  the  old  Meeting-house ; 
while  chariots  with  liveried  footmen  were  standing  at  the 
door.  Politics  and  pleasure  divided  the  breasts  of  the  people, 
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ftpd  little  room  was  left  for  the  e^ieroise  of  that  holgr  liviBg 
requMred  by  the  elevated  standard  of  Buckminster's  the- 
ology. Tmrty  three  years  of  &ithful  and  ind^tigable  labor 
passed  away,  whose  mut,  not  all  seen  by  our  dim  YimUy  is 
yet  gather^  up  in  the  eternal  harvest. 

lb.  Buckminster's  death  took  place  in  June,  1812,  ndule 
on  a  journey  in  quest  of  Jiealth,  at  Bennington,  Vermont, 

Srctfk^g  grief  throughout  his  flock  and  oyer  a  large  cixde 
relatives  and  friends. 

Bev.  Israel  W.  Putnam^  D.D.  another  of  the  Bav  State 
spns^  succe€Hied  Dr.  Buckminster.  After  a  ministxy  oi  twenty 
yearn,  marked  bv  powerM  revivals  and  the  ingathering  df 
many  into  the  church  of  our  Lord,  he  left  in  18S3  for  aAol^r 
field  of  labor,  leaving  many  hearts  knilj  to  him  by  i3^  ttmr 
derest  ties  of  Christian  affection. 

The  antiquated  architecture  of  the  old  sanctuaiy  it  iras 
now  thought,  needed  to  be  remodeled  ;  and  though  many  aa 
(Ai  parishioner  sighed  over  the  restless  spirit  of  leiG^nn,  ilie 
old  pile,  both  inside  and  out.  was  converted  into  a  respeota- 
blfe  bolpin^  Meeting-house  ot  more  modem  style. 

Bev.  Edwin  Holt  was  the  first  occupant  of  the  re-f(»:QLed 
sanqtuary.  He  was  installed  in  1836,  and  resigned  hischaige 
fi)r  a  pansh  in  New  York,  in  1842. 

B«v.  Bufus  W.  Clark  was  his  successor,  who  after  a  pop« 
ular  ministiy  of  nine  years,  accepted  a  call  from  the  Kav- 
erick  church  in  Kast  Boston,  in  1851. 

The  Bev.  Henry  D.  Moore  was  installed  in  Augost,  1853, 
md  dismissed  Aug.  7. 1855.  But  the  ''  Old  Storth,"  the 
holy  place  wher^our  mther^  worshiped,  has  done  its  work 
for  the  generations  gone  by  ;  it  was  decrepit  with  age  ;  it 
had  lost  its  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  people  of  the 
present ; — ^it  has  been  swept  away,  and  a  "  New  North," 
better  suited  to  the  tastes  and  demands  of  the  present  a^, 
has  risen  on  the  old  site.  When  a  vote  of  the  parish,  ae- 
o^ded  to  tear  down  the  old  and  build  a  "  New,"  thirty  sercn 
parishioners  came  forward  with  generous  subscriptions,  from 
one  hundred  to  three  thousand  dollars,  accordmg  to  th^ 
means,  until  they  reached  the  sum  of  9  24,000. 

The  new  house  was  completed  and  publicly^  dedicated  Nov. 
1st.  1855.  On  the  same  day,  Bev.  L.  Whiting,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  examined^  approved,  and  instafied  pimtor  of 
the  church  and  congregation. 

Thus  in  a  period  of  215  years  this  church,  almost  ^^  mothr 
er  of  us  all,  has  settled  ten  pastors,  and  buried  but  four 
of  them.  The  first  six  of  the  number,  served  the  diurch 
about  140  yearcf,  and  of  the  last  four,  three  n^ioifrtisi^d  but 
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l^Tears ;  1^  last  one  has  just  entered  Hmt  servfee.  Be* 
mals  of  relkion  have  been  among  ih»  fbndSlf  dierMied 
eiperiences  o?  this  church,  and  memorable  scenes  hare  they 
been.  No  schism,  or  fktal  alienation  has  sprang  np  among 
the  members,  though  at  times  the  relkious  chamcter  of  the 
church  has  oeen  mournfully  loW;  U  once  had  a  churdi 
Ubrary.  It  was  lost  by  fire.  A  parsonage  and  aofaapel  like* 
wise,  thus  perished.  The  communion  service  i»  marked- 
'^  1705,''  and  was  imported  from  England,  except  the  ftig- 
ons^  which  were  presented  about  fifty  years  later.  Tkb  par- 
lA  own  a  chapel  in  addition  to  their  new  MeetiBg^hous9| 
bttt  have  now  no  parsonaee.  The  church  numbers  >  nearly 
390.  About  1 20 JOOO  of  the  ^pew  property^was  mM  on  the 
fimt  day  of  sale.  The  house  will  seat  above  one  thoosand 
persons. 


RAYMOND.* 

In  the  yei»r  1763,  at  a  town  meetim^  heid  in  Gbeiter,  it 
waa  ^^granted  and  voted  that  a  part  of  said  towiahip  con- 
monly  called  Freetown,  be  incorporated  into  a  new  fMush/' 
The  act  of  incorporation  was  passed  the  same  year,  and  thr 
new  parish  was  cdled  Baymond. 

The  first  settlers  of  Baymoskd  came  fit>»  Hampton^ 
Hawke,  (Danville,)  Kingston,  Chealer  and  Bxeteto,  be^ipeeit 
the  years  1750  and  1763.  Most  of  them  possessed  a  pmi^ 
tanic  respect  for  religion,  and  a  few  of  them  were  mcmbeia 
of  the  diurches  in  t&  towns  from  which  they  earner;  while 
some  are  said  to  have  had  little  re^psjpd  for  tfaingasaiored^  and 
to  have  uniformly  opposed  the  raising  of  money  bjr  1iiei|iar- 
ish  for  religious  purposes. 

Public  wordiip  was  held  for  many  years  in  the  heiuie  of 
Benjamin  Bean*  Efforts  were  madb  to  erect  a  Meeting- 
house as  early^^as  1768,  but  the  people  oould  not^agso^  where 
it  should  stand.  A  small  Meetmg-house  fituae  wM^odaad 
in  1774,  near  the  spot  now  occmpted  by  die  povadf  bnl  it 
was  never  finished.  It  was  finalW  sold  at  auction  stA  uasd 
in  constructii^  a  bridge  across  Lamprey  river,  on  thv  road 
leading  to  Deerfield.  Another  house  was  raised  in  tke-  ye«r 
1786  near  the  residence  of  David  Fi^.  The  seitaon  ai  its: 
dedication  was  preached  by  Bev.  Ifr.  Stearns  of  MpfiBg^ 
tram  PsaUn  132 :  6,— ''Lo,  we  heard  of  it  at  Bjdmta,  we^ 
fiwul  it  in  the  fields  of  the  wood.''    Thia  tesi' wa*  ^nknUy 

•  HlttPry  hj  R6T.  D.  Bott,  lit*  pMlor. 
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selected  on  account  of  the  location  of  the  houae.  It  was 
surromided  by  the  primeyal  forest.  This  fact  once  led  some 
one  to  post  up  an  advertisement,  that  he  had  ^^  found  a 
stray  Meeting-nouse  in  the  woods."  Many  in  town,  espec- 
ially among  me  young  men,  bein^  dissatisned  with  its  loca- 
tion, after  nolding  numerous  parish  meetings,  it  was  finaUy 
decided,  by  a  simll  majority,  that  it  should  be  removed. 
The  moving  took  place  in  the  autumn  of  1797.  The  inhab- 
itants of  the  neighboring  towns  assisted,  and  'Hhe  team" 
consisted  of  about  eighty  yoke  of  oxen.  After  it  was  hitch- 
ed to  the  house  and  ready  for  a  start,  prayer  was  offered  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Steams.  It  was  moved  to  wnat  is  now  the  center 
of  business,  about  half  a  mile  from  its  old  position  at  the 
geographical  center.  After  the  Free  Will  ibaptist  society 
was  organized  the  old  house  became  an  object  of  some  con- 
tention. It  was  once  decided  that  the  Baptists  should  occu- 
pvit  a  part  of  the  time,  and  they  did  so  for  a  while,. the 
Congregationalists  holding  their  meetings  in  a  private  house. 
In  the  year  1834  the  Congregational  society  erected  a  new 
Meeting-house  which  it  occupies  at  the  present  time.  The 
old  house  has  been  occupied  by  the  Methodist  society,  and 
is  now  used  as  a  town  house.  Its  end,  however,  draweth 
nigh,  and  it  would  not  be  anticipating  the  course  of  events 
ve^  much^  should  its  obituary  now  be  written. 

The  pansh  had  no  settled  minister  before  the  year  1800. 
A  Mr.  Oilman  is  mentioned  as  having  preached  in  1764. 
At  later  dates  are  mentioned  the  names  of  Webster,  Beed, 
Thurston,  Nehemiah  Ordaway,  Williams  and  Moore.  The 
last  two  both  received  a  call  to  settle,  which  they  declined. 
In  1799  a  Mr.  Gillett  preached  on  the  death  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington. Some  of  these  men  are  remembered  as  good  preach- 
ers and  consistent  Christians.  One  of  them,  however,  once 
remarked  that  he  had  as  good  orthodoxy  in  his  pocKet  as 
any  body — alluding  to  a  sermon  which  he  was  about  to 

})reacK    An  aged  brother  thinks  it  would  have  been  well 
or  him  to  have  carried  his  orthodoxy  in  his  heart. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Stickney  was  ordained  in  the  year  1800. 
He  is  remembered  as  an  able  and  sound  minister.  He  was 
dismissed  in  1807,  being  nearly  worn  out  b^  consumption, 
of  which  he  soon  after  died.  After  Mr.  Stickney  left,  the 
church,  consisting  then  of  forty  three  members,  had  occa- 
sional preaching  imtil  1817,  by  Messrs.  Holt,  Homer,  Cres- 
sv,  Peu  and  Stone.  The  last  two  were  Calvanistic  Bap- 
tists. Prom  1813  to  1817,  the  church  was  supplied  with 
missionarieB  «tbout  half  the  time,  sent  out  by  ^^  The  Mass. 
Society  for  promoting  Christian  knowledge." 
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Rev.  Stephen  Bailey  was  iDstalled  Oct.  1, 1817,  for  five 
years,  and  hence  dismissed  Oct.  22,  1822.  Toward  the  last 
of  Mr.  Bailey's  ministry,  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Candia,  on  an 
exchiin^  with  him,  preached  a  sermon  ttom  Isa.  55 :  9,  in 
which  ne  dwelt  upon  the  Divine  Sovereignty.  Mr.  Burnham 
of  Pembroke  also  on  a  similar  occasion,  preached  from  Eph. 
1 :  4,  on  the  doctrine  of  Election.  Mr.  Bailey  felt  it  his 
duty  to  oppose  the  sentiments  advanced  in  these  sermons  by 
his  neighboring  brethren.  By  so  doing,  he  caused  a  division 
in  the  church.  The  main  body  of  the  church  were  afgainst 
him !  A  few,  however,  took  his  side  in  the  affair,  and  the 
contention  did  not  cease  until  he  left. 

Kev.  Seth  Farnsworth  was  ordained  Oct.  3,  1824.  He  is 
always  spoken  of  as  an  able  preacher  and  a  man  of  deep  pie- 
ty. He  was  dismissed  in  1834  on  account  of  the  ill  health 
of  his  wife.  He  was  afterwards  settled  in  Hillsborough, 
where  he  soon  died. 

Bev.  Andrew  H.  Keed  was  installed  Nov.  13, 1834,  and 
dismissed  because  many  were  not  satisfied  with  him  as  a 
preacher,  Oct.  26,  1836.     He  soon  after  left  the  ministry. 

Rev.  Anson  Sheldon  was  installed  June  28,  1837,  and 
dismissed  Oct.  15,  1839,  the  church  being  divided  on  the 
question  of  his  usefulness. 

Rev.  John  C.  Page  was  ordained  Oct.  6,  1841,  and  dis- 
missed May  7,  1851. 

Rev.  David  Burt  was  ordained  Nov.  5, 1851,  and  dismiss- 
ed in  1855. 

When  the  town  was  set  off  from  Chester,  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  were  laid  out  for  a  parsonage  lot.  the  income 
of  which  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  support  of  a  preacher. 
This  lot  was  situated  on  the  road  leading  to  Deerfield,  about 
eighty  rods  from  the  top  of  "  The  long  hill."  It  was  sold 
by  the  town  in  1824  for  about  |1170,  and  this  sum  was  put 
at  interest.  The  income  of  this  fund  is  now  divided  among 
the  three  religious  societies  in  town.  In  1816,  parsonage 
buildings  were  erected,  by  subscription,  at  a  cost  of  about 
1700.    In  1824,  about  five  acres  of  this  parsonage  lot  were 

Jurchased  of  the  town  by  the  Conffregational  society  for 
45,50.  But  this  situation  was  sold  in  1825  for  |370.  A 
building  spot  was  given  to  the  society  by  Shurbum  Blake, 
Esq.,  and  a  parsonage  was  erected  upon  it  in  1836.  The 
cost  of  this  house  was  about  |1000. 

The  frinds  of  the  society,  exclusive  of  its  variable  share  of 
theparsonage  ftmd,  amount  to  |700. 

The  first  parish  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Benja- 
min Bean,  May  29, 1764    At  this  meeting  officeis  were 
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^ppoiBted  to  aeire  umtii  the  animal  meeting  in  March  fol- 
lowing. At  a  special  {>ariBh  meeting,  held  April  1, 1765,  it 
mas  '^V0tod  that  £300,  old  tenor,  be  raised  this  year  for  tibe 
eupport  of  the  weached  gospel,"  and  'Hhat  Capt.,John 
Cram^  Bei^amin  Whitch^  and  !^och  Fc^  be  a  committee 
Iso  secttie  the  services  of  a  minister."  Voted  also,  "that 
those  persons  who  belong  to  the  Presbytery,  diall  be  eased 
4>f  their  minister  rates."  Almost  every  year  it  was  voted 
"to  ease"  some  one,  of  his  miniflter  rates, — probably  all  were 
mo  "eased"  who  objected  to  being  taxed  for  the  support  of 
the  gosnel.  In  1787  it  was  voted  that,  "any  person  desirous 
of  not  being  rated"  for  the  support  c^a  minister  "shall  m^ 
be,  after  notifying  the  parish  clerk  of  his  unwillingness  to 
be  so  rated."  "The  standing  order"  in  Baymond  has  never 
oampeSed  any  one  to  aid  in  supporting  its  minister.  Dur- 
ing the  revolutionary  war  no  money  was  voted  for  religions 
purposes. 

A  vote  was  passed  in  1787  to  give  Mr.  Stephen  Williams 
ja  call,  providea  that  his  salary  should  be  £65  a  year,  one 
third  "to  be  paid  in  beef  and  porke  and  com  or  grain  at  the 
current  market  price."    He  was  also  to  have  the  use  of  the 

Sarsonage  lot  and  20  cords  off  wood  delivered  annually  at  his 
oor.  Mr.  Bailey  received  a  salary  of  9450,  with  the  use  of 
the  parsonage  aiKl  five  acres  of  land ;  also  15  cords  of  wood 
annually  deKvered  at  his  door.  Mr.  Famsworth  was  paid  a 
salary  of  f  375,  with  the  income  of  the  parsonage  property. 
Mr.  Famsworth  finding  his  salary  inadequate  to  meet  htf 
wants,  i975  were  annuallv  added  to  it  by  subscription  for 
several  of  the  last  years  of  his  ministry.  The  salary  of  Mr. 
Beed  and  also  of  Mr.  Sheldon  was  $350  and  the  parsons^ 
The  salary  of  Mr.  Page  was  $375 ;  that  of  the  present  mm- 
ister  is  $425,  and  parsonage.  The  Congregational  society 
was  incorporated  in  1816,  and  in  1817  it  had  sixty  five 
membeis.    Its  present  number  is  fifty  eight. 

The  <Mrthodo^  Con^r^ational  church  in  Baymond  was 
Oi^aniaed  in  1791,  with  twenty  two  members,  rrevious  to 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Qtickney,  those  who  wished,  could 
alter  into  "the  half  way  covenant,"  and  have  their  dnldren 
l»aptifldd.  In  the  case  of  those  who  "owned  the  covenant" 
for  this  purpose,  to  the  clause  "you  promise  to  walk  in  aU 
the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blameless," 
it  was  added,  "  so  far  as  God  dhall  afford  you  li^t  and  diree- 
tion."  Mr.  Stickney,  not  being  in  &vor  of  this  practice,  it 
was  abolished  when  he  became  pastor  of  the  churcL  At 
the  present  time  the  memben  of  the  chtudi  even,  with  a 
^w  Qsoeptions,  do  &ot  give  up  tibeir  children  in  the  ordi* 
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lumee  of  liaptism.  It  is  recorded  tliat  ^^On  the  Lordli 
day  June  29,  1817,  ^fifly  nine  children  were  baptized.^' 
Twenty  ei^t  were  also  baptized  May  25, 1817.  The  r©coi€ 
of  baptisms  previous  to  1800  has  not  been  kept.  Membeit 
froto  the  banning  have  been  397 — present  number  138. 
Parishioners  of  the  Conffpegational  pastor,  of  ^U  ages,  num- 
ber 450.  Average  attendance  on  public  worship  of  afi  three 
©f  the  ehttrches  in  town  is  about  300.  Amount  of  annual 
cotrtributions  of  the^  Congregational  church  and  society  to 
benevolent  societies  is  about  9 100.  Three  young  men  nave 
been  ftumished  from  the  town  for  the  ministry. 

There  was  a  revival  at  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Stick- 
nay's  ministry,  and  in  1801-2,  thirty  six  persons  united 
with  the  churcn  by  profession.    The  old  people  speak  of  this 
revival  as  a  "solemn  time."    The  state  of  reeling  was  deep 
and  permanent.    But  very  few  fell  away  from  a  good  pro- 
fessioti.    In  the  year  1817,  there  was  "a  great  awakening," 
and  the  result  was,  that  about  ninety  persons  united  with 
the  church.    Of  this  number  only  about  twenty  are  now 
hviug.    It  is  stated  in  the  records  of  the  church  fliat  "from 
the  Ilth  of  May  to  the  29th  of  June,  sixty  eight  per^onk 
here  joiiied  this  church.    Such  a  time  we  never  saw  before. 
There  is  no  confiision,  the  Spirit  moves  upon  the  minds  of 
the  people  in  all  parts  of  the  town."    It  is  now  the  opinion 
of  manv,  on  looking  back  to  this  season,  that  there  was  con- 
siderable unhealthy  excitement  at  that  time.    About  twenty 
of  those  who  then  Joined  the  church,  have  since  been  excom- 
municated.   In  Mr.  Famsworth's  day,  there  ' 
sons  of  more  than  usual  interest.    Four-days  i 
l^ld  which  are  remembered  as  "solemn  and  ii 
ftons."    A  four-days  meeting  was  held  in  th 
Beed,  attended  by  some  uncommon  interest, 
by  some  e^ccitement.    Since  that  time  there 
season  remarkable  for  the  displays  of  reviving  ^x^v^.. 


RYfi. 

lleT.  ItBAXL  T.  Ont. 

This  town  from  its  first  settlement  received  the  natn^  it 
now  bears,  which  was  given  it,  as  is  supposed,  because  some 
of  its  first  inhabitants  came  from  a  town  of  the  same  namd 
in  Bn^and.  It  began  to  be  settled  about  the  year  1633. — 
The  name  of  the  first  settler,  it  is  said,  was.  Berry.  "Thii 
town  which  was  taken  off  from  Portsmouth,  Greenland, 
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Hampton  and  New  Castle,  continued  about  ninety  yean 
destitute  of  the  settled  ministry  of  the  gospel.  The  people 
attended  public  worship  in  the  neighbonng  towns.  Tne  m- 
habitants  were  but  thinly  scattered,  and  most  of  them  in 
low  circumstances,  and  never  b^an  to  prosper,  in  any  con- 
iuderable  degree,  as  to  outward  circumstances,  until  they 
erected  a  hou^  of  public  worship,  formed  a  church,  and  had 
the  ministry  and  ordinances  of  the  gospel  settled  among 
them.  The  first  Meeting-house  was  erected  in  the  year 
1725.  A  church  was  organized  July  10,  1726.  The  first 
minister  settled,  was  Rev.  Nathaniel  Merrill.  He  was  or- 
dained Sept.  14,  1726,  was  a  man  of  acknowledged  abilities, 
both  natural  and  acquired.  He  continued  in.  the  ministry 
about  seven  years  and  was  then  dismissed." 

"  The  people  now  remained  destitute  several  years ;  but 
being  desirous  of  having  the  gospel  ministry  re-settled  among 
them,  they  made  laudable  exertions  to  tnat  end.  Having 
heard  several  candidates,  they  made  choice  of  Mr.  Samud 
Parsons.  He  was  ordained  Nov.  3,  1736.  He  officiated  in 
the  ministry  till  the  year  1784,  nearly  half  a  century."  The 
Eev.  Mr.  Parsons,  though  infirm  by  reason  of  age,  and  re- 
peated paralytic  shocks,  continued  to  the  4th  of  Jan.  1789, 
m  the  seventy  eighth  year  of  his  age,  when,  as  we  trust,  he 
entered  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord.  During  his  ministry,  206 
persons  were  admitted  into  full  commumon  with  the  church 
and  1600  received  the  ordinance  of  baptism.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  the  family  of  that  name  which  settled  in 
Sprin^eld,  Ms.  His  father  was  minister  of  the  first  church 
in  Sahsbury,  Ms. 

Rev.  Huntington  Porter,  son  of  Rev.  Mr.  Porter  of  Bridge- 
water,  Ms.  was  ordained  colleague  pastor  with  Mr.  Parsons 
Dec.  29,  1784,  and  continued  in  the  relation  of  pastor  to  the 
church  till  his  death.  During  his  ministry  till  the  time  a 
colleague  was  settled  with  him,  about  145  were  added  to  the 
church.  He  preached  his  half  century  sermon  in  Jan.  1835, 
and  died  in  Lynn,  Ms.  March  7, 1844,  aged  nearly  89.  His 
remains  were  brought  to  Rye  and  were  bid  by  the  side  of 
his  two  wives.  Mr.  Porter  had  a  large  family.  By  his  first 
marriage  he  had  four  and  by  his  second  fourteen  children. — 
Mr.  Porter  and  his  predecessor  Mr.  Parsons,  were  connected 
with  the  church  more  than  a  century. 

The  first  three  ministers  were  settled  by  the  town.  A 
short  time  previous  to  the  settlement  of  a  colleague  with 
Mr.  Porter,  his  connection  with  the  town  cqased  by  mutual 
agreement,  and  a  society  was  formed,  called  ike  3d  Religious 
society  of  Kye.    It  is  now  called  the  Congregational  society 
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This  society,  in  connection  with  the  church,  gave  a  call  to 
the  Bey.  Bezaleel  Smith,  and  he  was  ordained  colleague  pas- 
tor with  Mr.  Porter  May  13th,  1849.  After  the  contract 
between  the  town  and  Mr.  Porter  ceased  the  town  voted  that 
the  Congr^ationalists  may  have  the  use  of  the  Meeting- 
house one  half  of  the  time  and  other  denominations  the 
other  half  The  town  also  sold  the  parsonage,  which  had 
been  given  by  individuals,  containing  about  40  acres  of  land, 
for  the  accommodation  and  towards  the  support  of  the  min- 
istry in  the  early  history  of  the  town,  when  there  was  but 
one  religious  denomination  there,  and  the  avails  were  appro- 
priated to  the  discharge  of  town  debts.  Deprived  of  tneir 
Meeting-house  one  luilf  of  the  time  and  their  parsonage 
sold,  the  church  and  those  worshiping  with  them  experienced 
a  trial  which  they  had  not  known  before.  Mr.  Smith  com- 
menced his  labors  under  these  circumstances  of  trial.  Dur- 
ing his  ministry  of  twelve  years,  there  were  added  to  the 
church  108  ;  a  parsonage  was  purchased  by  subscription  at 
an  expense  of  5^1400 ;  and  a  Meeting-house  built  with  a 
basement  lecture  room,  at  an  expense  of  more  than  $  3000. 
These  results  of  severe  trial  and  earnest  labor  placed  the 
church  on  a  much  firmer  foundation.  He  was  disihissed,  at 
his  own  request,  in  1841  and  installed  the  same  year  in  Mont 
Yemon  where  he  remained  about  nine  years,  and  has  since 
been  installed  in  East  Alstead. 

Rev.  James  F.  McEwen  succeeded  Mr.  Smith.     He  was 
installed  in  Dec.  1841  and  dismissed  in  1846.     Several  were 
received  into  the  church  during  his  ministry  of  less  t' 
years.    He  had  been  settled  twice  before  coming  to  ] 
Bridgeport,  Vt.,  and  in  Topsfield,  Ms.    He  died  at 
boro,  V  t.     He  possessed  good  talents,  was  a  good  n 
at  times  was  much  depressed. 

Rev.  Israel  T.  Otis  succeeded  Mr.  McEwen.     He 
dained  at  Lebanon,  Conn,  in  1835.    He  came  thence 
where  he  was  installed  Aug.  4,  1847,  and  is  the  pres 
tor  of  the  church.    The  number  of  the  church — abc 
.has  remained  much  the  same  for  many  years.     At 
the  Sabbath  School  is  quite  interesting.     Much  has  been 
done  in  the  cause  of  temperance  and  much  remains  to  be 
done.     Special  Divine  innuences  are  greatly  needed.    In  the 
latter  part  of  Mr.  Porter's  ministry  a  Baptist  and  a  Metho- 
dist church  and  society  were  formed.    The  Meeting-houses  of 
the  three  congregations  have  been  built  within  15  years.    The 
average  attendance  in  each  house  i^ — Methodist,  about  40 — 
Baptist,  100— Congregational,  175-200. 
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SALEM. 

ReT.  William  PAOk. 

This  town  was  incorporated  in  1750.  Population  in  1775, 
1084;  in  1860, 1555. 

The  Congregational  church  was  organized  Jan.  16, 1740. 
Bftlem  was  tiien  a  part  of  Methnen ;  or  as  it  was  sometimes 
termed  in  some  of  the  old  writings,  ^'  Methuen  and  Dracnt 
district."  It  was  then  called  the  "  North  parish  in  Methn* 
en,"  and  this  was  called  the  second  church.  In  view  of  so 
important  an  event  as  the  organization  of  a  new  churcli,  a 
&st  was  held  to  seek  divine  guidance.  At  that  fast,  soibe 
five  or  six  of  the  neighboring  cletCTmen  were  present.  That 
day  seems  to  have  b^n  a  dav  of  oe^  interest  to  all  lovers  at 
Zion  in  this  community.  It  was  the  birth  day  of  a  new 
(^rch.  A  covenant  wasj^^pared,  signed,  and  assented  to, 
by  thirteen  individuals.  On  the  same  day  the  church  made 
choice  of  Mr.  Abner  Bailey  to  be  their  pas^r.  The  pariA, 
as  such,  had  ^'made  choice  of  Mr.  Bayley  as  their  pastor 
•Nov.  13,  1739,"  and  had  voted  him  a  salary  of  £  140  in  bilk 
of  credit,  and  £150  in  bills  of  credit  as  a  free  gift,  in  order 
for  his  settlement.  The  following  is  Mr.  Bailey's  answer  to 
the  call  he  had  received  io  become  the  first  pastor  of  the 
church: — "Gentlemen  of  the  North  or  Second  Parish  in 
Methuen,  Inasmuch  as  you  have  given  me  a  call  to  settle 
with  you  in  the  ministry,  I  acoept  of  your  call^  hoping  that 
you  will  not  neglect  to  minister  to  my  necessities.  Abner 
Bailey.  Methuen,  Dec.  24, 1739."  To  the  above,  the  fol- 
lowing was  appended:  "  Gtentlemen,  inasmuch  as  you  have 
voted  to  make  an  addition  to  my  salary,  I  relinquish  y* 
vote  trusting  to  your  generosity  in  that  case.  Abner  Bai- 
ley." Jan.  30,  1740  he  was  set  apart  to  the  pastoral  office 
by  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  Presbytery.  "Mr.  Barnard, 
Mr.  rarsons,  Mr.  Balch,,  Mr.  Winget,  and  Mr.  Sara:ent  im- 
posed hands."  After  the  subject  of  building  a  Meeting- 
house had  been  considembly  discussed,  at  a  parish  meeting 
on  the  27th  of  June,  1738,  it  was  voted,  "  To  build  a  Meet- 
faig-house  forty  feet  long,  thirty  eight  feet  wide,  and  twenty 
two  feet  post."  The  house  was  erected  in  1739.  In  May, 
1760,  Chvemor  Benning  Wentworth.  then  Commander-in- 
Ohief  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  under  king  Qeom 
II.,  ^ve  the  Norlli  parish  in  Methuen  a  town  charter,  cw- 
ing  it  Salem.  The  cburch  is,  therefore,  ten  or  eleven  yeattl 
older  than  the  town.  Mr.  Bailey  continued  the  acting  pas- 
tor until  1776,  when  an  amicable  and  final  settlement  was 
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made  between  him  and  tte  town.  During  &e  time  of  Us 
pKtorate,  he  is  supposed  to  have  baptized  more  than  five 
nondred  '^  oov^mnters/'  Mr.  Bailey,  on  resigning  his  charge, 
expressed  a  strong  desire  for  the  spiritual  prosperity  of  tne 
people  who  had  l^n  under  his  watch  and  guidance  for  so 
long  a  time.  But  he  enjoyed  the  societv  of  his  able  suocesnor 
but  for  a  short  time ;  for  on  the  10th  of  March,  1798,  he 
died,  aged  eighty  two  years. 

At  the  call  of  the  town  and  church,  Bev.  John  Smith  was 
ordained,  Jan.  4th,  1797,  and  settled  as  their  pastor.  He 
received,  from  the  town,  $300  as  a  settlement ;  $300  sub- 
scribed by  private  gentlemen,  and  a  salary  of  $300  annualfy, 
and  fifteen  cords  of  wood,  annually  brought  to  his  door.  Me 
was  dismissed  Nov.  21,  1816.  He  was  esteemed  even  by 
opposers  of  the  truth  as  an  able  preacher.  He  died  at  Ban- 
gor. Me.,  April  7^  1831. 

After  Mr.  Smith  left,  the  dmich  were  without  a  pastor 
for  three  years. 

Bev.  William  Balch  was  installed,  Dec.  1,  1819,  and  dis- 
missed, Aug.  6, 1835.    His  reputation  as  a  tariter  is  good. 

For  some  cause,  at  the  time  and  even  b^ore  Mr.  Baldi 
was  dismissed,  the  diurch  and  society  had  become  very  much 
enfeebled  and  discouraged.  At  this  period  the  Methodist 
church,  which  had  existed  some  ten  or  fifteen  years,  and  had 
•worshiped  from  one  to  two  miles  distant,  in  order  to  accom- 
modate the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  town,  organized  them- 
iselves  into  two  churches  and  societies,  one  erecting  a  sub- 
stantial church  edifice  near  the  Congregational  church.  The 
other  erected  a  similar  place  of  worahip  in  a  little  village  in 
the  north  part  of  the  town,  four  miles  distant.  These  church- 
es have  b^n  in  somewhat  successful  opemtion  to  the  present 
time,  and,  as  is  hoped,  are  doing  good. 

But  though  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  and  final  dissolution 
of  this  church  to  some  seemed  so  £ur,  and  almost  certain,  it 
did  not  die.  Spectators  looked  on  to  see  the  end ;  but  it 
continued  to  breathe,  and  with  more  and  more  freedom,  until 
on  the  9th  of  Sept..  1840,  it  arose  and  stood  erect.  On  that 
day  it  received  its  rourth  pastor,  the  Kev.  Jonas  Fisk.  Thus, 
for  five  years,  the  church  and  society  were  without  a  pastor, 
and  a  portion  of  the  time  without  any  meeting ;  as  was  the 
case  for  a  time  previous  to  Mr.  Balch's  dismission.  That  a 
cfaurdi  should  continue  to  exist  eyen,  under  such  circum- 
stances, is  trdv  indicative  of  a  particular  and  over-ruli^ 
Providence.  Mr.  Fisk  was  dismissed  by  a  mutual  oouneti, 
March  8th,  1943.  Bev.  W.  H.  Ebtywanl  was  employed  mxt 
and  continued  Ins  labon  as  dated  smpply^  mitit  June  Sth, 
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1847.  Then  followed  the  Rev.  D.  H.  Bahcock,  who  preached 
for  two  years  and  closed  his  labors.  Sept.  15,  1849.  Mr. 
Babcock's  successor  was  the  Rev.  Jonn  Lawrence,  who  con- 
tinued his  work  until  the  summer  or  autumn  of  1852. 
While  here  he  received  a  call  to  be  installed  as  the  pastor  of 
the  church  and  society ;  and  for  a  time,  both  he  and  the 
people  of  his  charge  anticipated  the  consummation  of  that 
relation.     But  he  ultimately  declined  the  invitation. 

For  a  few  Sabbaths  the  pulpit  was  occupied  by  students, 
or  resident  licentiates  from  the  Theological  Seminary  at  An- 
dover,  until  the  Rev.  William  Page  commenced  his  ministe- 
rial labors  here  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  December,  1852,  and 
on  Dec.  Ist,  1853,  was  installed  and  continues  pastor  of  the 
church  and  society. 

The  congregation  at  the  present  time  on  the  Sabbath  does 
not  often  number  over  200  even  in  pleasant  weather.  A 
large  proportion  of  them  are  young  people.  The  present 
number  in  the  church  is  fifty  eight.  Ten  united  durmg  the 
last  year,  six  by  profession  of  their  faith,  and  four  by  letter. 
About  one  hundred  adults  and  children  are  connected  with 
the  Sabbath  School,  which  continues  during  the  year.  Col- 
lections for  the  prominent  objects  of  benevolence  are  now 
taken  up  once  a  year.  The  church  edifice  belonging  to  this 
society,  though  not  large,  is  a  very  pretty  structure ;  of  ^ood 
proportions,  well  painted  without,  and  beautifiilly  grained 
within,  with  a  neat  spire,  and  a  fine  toned  bell.  A  few  rods 
from  the  church  stands  the  parsonage.  Beside  this  house  and 
ffarden,  which  might  be  variously  estimated  as  being  worth 
from  $500  to  9 1000,  the  society  own  some  forty  or  fifty  acres 
of  land,  a  mile  distant,  partially  covered  with  small  wood  and 
shrubbery ;  and  have  a  permanent  ftmd  of  $1500,  given  some 
two  or  three  years  ago  by  Thomas  D.  Merrill,  Esq.,  of  Con- 
cord. 


SANDOWN. 

The  settlement  of  the  town  began  in  1736,  by  Moses 
Tucker  and  others.  A  Congregational  church  embracing  57 
members  was  formed  in  1759.  Nov.  28,  1759,  Rev.  Josiah 
Cotton,  a  descendant  of  the  renowned  John  Cotton  of  Boston, 
was  settled  in  the  gospel  ministry,  and  continued  his  labors 
until  his  death  May  27, 1780.  llev.  Samuel  Collins,  bom  in 
Lebanon,  Conn,  followed  him  in  the  ministerial  work-^was 
settled  Dec.  27, 1780,  and  dismissed  April  30, 1788.    Rev. 
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John  Webber  was  settled  heie  March  24, 1795,  and  dismissed 
Sept.  15, 1800.  At  the  beginning  of  the  century  Methodism 
made  some  progress  in  the  town  and  Orthodoxy  has  had  but 
slight  hold  upon  the  people  for  many  years — with  what  eflfect 
upon  thejr  eternal  interests  time  wiu  evince.  There  is  a  ftmd 
in  town  tor  the  support  of  the  gospel,  and  a  part  of  the  income 
is  applied  in  employing  Congr^tional  ministers  a  few  Sab- 
baths each  year.  Although  this  church  has  ceased  to  live 
and  work,  its  past  labors  call  for  gratitude  that  it  ¥dll  never 
ceaae  to  be  among  the  things  that  toere,  and  that  were  not 
in  vain.    Population  in  1820,  527 ;  in  1850,  566. 


SEABBOOK. 

The  grant  of  towns  and  their  settlement  were  not  always 
coeval.  Seabrook  was  settled  as  early  as  1638  by  Christo- 
pher Hussey,  Joseph  Dow,  and  Thomas  Philbrick.  It  was 
granted  June  3,  1768.  Its  name  was  suggested  by  the  &ci 
that  so  many  rivers  and  small  streams  run  through  it.  It 
is  a  border  town.  It  has  MassacbusettB  on  the  south  and 
the  ocean  on  the  east. 

A  Presbyterian  church  was  formed  here  in  Nov.  1764,  and 
Jan.  31,  following.  Rev.  Samuel  Perley  became  their  pastor. 
Mr.  Perley  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  probably  through  his 
influence  that  form  of  church  organization  was  effect^.  It 
is  reAonable  to  suppose  he  was  instrumental  in  gathering 
the  church,  as  he  must  have  been  among  this  people  some 
time  before  his  settlement,  and  that  occurred  only  three 
months  after  the  church  was  formed.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  "Boston  Presbytery"  in  1770,  and  was  one  of  the  men 
who  attended  the  last  meetings  of  "Salem  Presbytery"  in 
Massachusetts  and  in  Maine.  In  1775  the  "  Boston  Presbv- 
tery"  met  at  Seabrook  and  was  divided  into  three.  Mr. 
Perley  then  became  a  member  of  the  "  Salem  Presbytery." 
He  remained  in  Seabrook  until  May  22, 1775,  when  he  was 
dismissed.  There  were  fourteen  added  to  the  church  during 
his  ministry.  He  became  pastor  in  Moultonborough  and  also 
in  Groton.  In  1784  he  was  installed  by  the  rresbytery, 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Gray,  Me.,  and  he\d  the  office  untu 
1791  when  he  ceased  preachmg  there  and  was  never  re-set- 
tled. He  was  a  memoer  of  the  Convention  that  ratified  the 
Federal  Constitution  of  our  Union.  He  remained  in  Gray 
until  his  death,  Nov.  28, 1831,  at  the  age  of  89  years. 

No  settled  minister  followed  Mr.  Perley  for  nearly  twenty 
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five  years.  The  Intimate  result  was  seen,  in  the  depressed 
state  of  morals  and  of  piety  in  the  place.  Rev.  Seth  NoUe 
preached  about  three  years,  and  others  were  employed  for 
shorter  periods.  Some  members  went  to  Hampton  Falls 
church.  About  the  year  1799  a  new  church  was  formed  on 
Congregational  principles,  and  Rev.  Elias  Hull  was  settled 
as  its  pastor.  He  was  a  native  of  Tolland,  Conn.,  in  1778. 
He  continued  pastor  until  his  death  Feb.  28, 1822— a  peri- 
od of  twenty  two  years.  He  was  unable  to  preach  rejguJariy 
for  some  time  before  his  decease  and  but  little  preaching  was 
enjoyed  for  years  afterwards.  The  church  became  scattered. 
Some  removed  from  the  place,  some  died,  some  went  to  oth- 
er denominations,  and  two  aged  sisters  went  into  the  new 
church  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  in  the  article  fol- 
lowing. 


8EABR00K  AND  HAMPTON  FALLS. 

This  is  the  name  of  a  church  composed  of  members  from 
these  two  towns.  An  account  of  the  old  churches  will  be 
found  under  the  names  of  the  towns.  In  1837  Mr.  Sereno 
T.  Abbott,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1833  and  of  Andover  in 
1836,  came  among  these  desolations  and  awakened  a  good 
degree  of  interest,  and  on  the  12th  of  July  a  church  was  form- 
ed and  he  was  ordained  as  its  pastor.  Twenty  three  united 
in  covenant  bonds.    Rev.  J.  Ward  and  Rev.  D.  Sutherland 

{reached  here  part  of  a  year  before  the  church  was  formed. 
n  1836  they  dedicated  a  new  house  of  worship  and  there  had 
previously  bleen  a  good  degree  of  interest  in  religious  things. 
The  blessing  of  Gtod  was  very  manifest  upon  Mr.  Abbott's 
labors  at  once.  In  1838  there  were  addea  18  by  profession 
and  10  by  letter  to  the  church,  and  in  1839,  23  were  added 
by  profession  and  in  1843  another  season  of  deep  interest  was 
enjoyed,  and  during  that  and  the  following  year  15  were 
added  to  the  church.  There  were  occasional  additions  in  the 
years  intervening  so  that  in  1845  the  church  consisted  of  85 
mraibers — a  very  encouraging  increase  during  the  first  eight 
ywrs.  Mr  Abbott  continuednis labors  amidst  many  discour- 
agements to  the  close  of  his  life  in  1855.  By  emi^tion 
an4  death  the  church  became  diminished,  so  that  it  now 
r^orts  but  68  members.  Mr.  Abbott  was  a  man  of  great 
worth  and  of  true  piety.  His  sketch  of  Hampton  FaUs, 
in  this  work,  was  one  of  the  latest  labors  of  his  pen,  and  he 
enitered  into  the  enterprise  generally,  with  a  most  corral 
and  earnest  spirit. 
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Tkoffe  wag  fonaedy  a  sooi^  of  Frieads  in  Seabtook,  (Hie  of 
tbe  kiigest  dvw  existing  in  the  State.  It  has  now  nearly 
disappeared,  but  the  state  oi  mind  engendered  by  its  past 
influence  is  no  small  obstacle  in  the  way  of  evangelical 
progress.  But  with  a  popuktioB  of  1936  souls  in  these  two 
towns  and  with  the  encouragement  to  be  gained  &om  past 
success,  tins  field  should  be  carefully  cultivated — cultivated 
with  an  assured  hope  of  a  plenti&Q  harvest. 


SOUTH  HAMPTON. 

Incorporated  May  25tfa,  174S.  PopuIati(m  in  1^0,  416 ; 
in  1850,  472.  In  1743,  Feb.  22d,  a  Congregational  chufoli 
waa  formed  embracing  fifteen  members,  and  on  the  day  M- 
lowingthe  people  were  permitted  to  ^'  see  their  teacher,"  the 
B^v.  Wm.  Parsons,  who  on  that  day  took  the  oversight  od 
the  church.  He  was  a  native  of  Boston,  Ms.,  a  son  of  Har^ 
vijild,  class  of  1735.  He  was  pastor  fbr  more  than  twenty 
years,  until  hia  dismission  Oct.  6th,  1762.  He  died  in  Jan., 
17^,  a^  eighty  two  years.  There  were  added  to  the  churdi 
doling  nis  labors  221  jpersons — a  very  fruitftd  ministry  for 
those  times.  After  bemg  dinmssed  he  removed  to  Gilman- 
too  and  continued  to  preach,  and  also  engaged  in  teaching. 

Bev.  Nathaniel  Noves,  bom  in  Newbury,  Ms.,  Aug.  12th, 
1735,  a  graduate  of  i  ale  in  1759,  a  student  of  theology  with 
Piiesident  Davies,  was  settied  here  in  1763,  and  was  pastor 
until  about  180L  Nearly  thirty  eiffht  years  were  covered  by 
hia  term  of  service.  At  the  age  pf  seventy  five  in  the  year 
1310  he  died  at  Newburyport.  During  his  labors  only  sev- 
enty are  known  to  have  become  memb^«  of  the  church. 
Tha  town  throw  op^i  the  Meeting-house  to  other  denomina* 
tioM|  according  to  the  desire  and  m  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  taxes  paid  by  the  friends  of  the  several  systems  of  doctrine. 
And  as  is  usual  in  such  cases  those  who  had  grown  weary  o£ 
tha  i^ain  repnx^  of  orthodoxy  joined  with  any  thing  new 
that  would  promise  relief  from  unwdcome  present  restraints* 
There  has  been  some  good  aocomplished  here  by  the  laboia 
of  l^thr^i  of  other  denominations.  Bev.  Benjamin  Sawyer 
o£  Amesbury  and  Salisbury  for  a  series  of  years  often  divided 
to  them  the  word  of  life ;  but  they  c<mtinued  to  decline  until 
Maich  20th,  1827,  eighty  four  years  from  1^  rise  of  tha 
duird,  when  he  was  called  to  fKaxh.  at  tiie  funeral  of  the 
laat  member,  wtieee  name  was  Bath  Palmw, — a  name  as 
worthily  recoroed  h«ra  aa  woinll  be  the  founder's  name  wei* 
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it  known.  She  stood  firmly,  althoudi  alone.  The  records 
of  this  church  were  in  the  hands  of  True  Morrill,  Esq.,  of 
Amesbury,  Ms.,  in  1845.  John  Palmer,  Esq.,  a  few  years 
ago,  had  in  his  keeping  the  plates  and  flagons  used  by  the 
members  of  this  church  "while  they  were  yet  with  us." 
Whatrelica! 


SOUTH  NEW  MARKET. 

Rer.  WiRTHSOP  PinsLo. 

This  is  the  old  church  of  New  Market.  The  early  records 
of  this  church  are  lost ;  it  is  not  certain  therefore  when  it 
was  first  organized.  Rev.  John  Moody,  the  first  minister, 
was  ordain^  Nov.  25, 1730,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  church 
was  rathered  previously  or  soon  after.  Mr.  Moody  died  Oct. 
15,  1778,  in  the  seventy  third  year  of  his  age  and  forty  eightii 
of  his  ministry.  In  1773  Rev.  Nathaniel  Ewers  was  settled 
over  what  was  then  called  the  West  society,  there  being  at 
that  time  two  societies  in  town.  June  29,  1789,  the  town 
"  voted  to  receive  and  accept  Rev.  Mr.  Ewers  for  the  whde 
towtn.  provided  the  two  societies  in  said  town  shall  unite." 
March  31,  1794,  it  was  voted  by  the  town  "  to  agree  ¥rith 
Mr.  Samuel  Tomb  to  preach  as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Ewers." 
and  in  July  following  a  call  was  given  to  Mr.  Tomb  to  setue 
as  colleague.  Mr.  Ewers  was  dismissed  in  Julv  1797,  and 
died  1806.  Mr.  Tomb  was  dismissed  1799.  The  same  year 
in  July  Mr.  James  Thurston  vras  invited  to  preach  as  a  can- 
didate for  settlement,  and  Oct.  15,  1800  he  was  ordained. — 
The  19th  of  June  previous  a  church  was  formed ;   and  this 

I)robably  was  the  union  of  two  churches,  one  of  which  at 
east  had  existed  many  years  before.  In  1801  some  meas- 
ures were  taken  towards  procuring  a  parsonage,  and  in  1803 
those  measures  were  earned  into  effect.  Mr.  Thurston  was 
dismissed  Jan.  6,  1808. 

The  length  of  the  ministry  of  these  successive  pastors  was 
as  follows  :  Mr.  Moody  48  years,  Mr.  Ewers  54,  Mr.  Tomb  6, 
and  Mr.  Thurston  8,  making  in  all  85  years  in  which  this 
church  enjoyed  the  labors  of  a  continuous  pastorate.  And 
it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  no  records  to  be 
found,  which  afford  any  information  as  to  the  success  of  these 
early  laborers  in  this  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  Yet  it  is  not 
strange  that  the  records  should  have  been  lost ;  but  it  is 
strange  that  the  church  itself,  as  such,  should  not  have  been 
lost  idso.    For  more  than  twenty  years  subsequent  to  the 
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4uBtt86i(tt  of  Mr.  ThoHTBton  (1808)  there  was  Utile  if  my 
pieaohmg  of  tke  Oongregatioiiai  order  in  the  paiiflh.  And 
m  ten  years  moxe,  tl^  were  only  ocoasiosial  supplies.  Be- 
sidee^  during  more  than  ten  or  fineen  years  from  1806  tlie 
^^  tables  were  turned."  and  the  Methodists  became  the 
^^  standing  order."  The  town  employed  their  preachers — 
Toied  them  die  use  of  their  parsonage,  tiie  Meetix^-honse 
and  more  or  less  salary  year  by  year.  And  they  lived  on 
the  Ckmffregational  parsonage,  ooeupied  their  Meeting-house 
and  usedt£eir  churdi  service  for  s(Hne  twenty  years.  It  is  a 
wcmder  that  Congregationalism  under  such  ctrcumstonoes  had 
not  become  ^ti^y  extinct.  Nevertheless  the  old  thuroh 
Eved,  tiiourii  under  great  discouragements  and  embarrass- 
ments, for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  longer  ;  yea,  it  still  lives. 
There  were  those  who  were  true  to  their  covenant  engagements, 
and  who  chose  to  adhere  to  the  doctrines  of  their  tamers  and 
to  walk  in  the  "  old  paths,"  until  Gtod  should  again  visit 
them  in  mercy,  and  establish  and  enlarge  their  borders. — 
And  a  few  of  them  were  permitted  to  live  to  see  that  day. 

May  27,  1828  a  part  of  the  members  of  this  church  were 
dionisaed  to  form  a  new  church  at  Lamprey  Biver  village. — 
And  subsequently  for  11  years  the  ministers  of  tibat  paridi 
fre^uBitly  nad  a  third  service  on  the  Sabbath  or  a  lectuie 
during  tiie  week  here  ;  whidi  labors  of  love  are  still  remem- 
bered with  grateful  interest  by  this  pe<^e.  The  following 
year  (1829)  a  new  society  was  formed,  and  different  minis- 
ters were  empfeyed  to  preach  to  them  a  few  Sabbaths  at  a 
tinae  until  lo39.  when  a  new  Meeting-house  was  built,  and 
they  were  supplied  with  preaching  for  six  months  by  the 
members  of  ti^  Pisoata(iua  Assocaatiim.  In  Feb.  1840,  the 
old  church  was  re-offfanized,  and  six  individuals  were  received 
1^  letter  from  the  ^urdi  at  Lamprey  River,  making  in  aU 
mne  members.  From  May  following  Bev.  John  L.  Ashbjr 
supplied  the  pulpit  one  year.  The  prospects  of  the  church 
and  society  had  now  assumed  a  more  hopeful  aq)eet — seven 
new  members  were  received  to  the  church  this  year  by  pro- 
lesfiion.  Three  of  them  were  baptized.  And  on  ihd  Iddi 
of  Sept.  1841,  after  having  been  deprived  of  so  great  a  &vor 
for  more  than  33  years,  the  church  was  again  Uessed  witii 
ih^  ^^  asc^isiim  gin" — a  pastor  and  a  teadier.  Bev.  Elijah 
W.  Tucker  was  th^i  ordained  to  this  office  among  them, 
whose  ministry  for  about  four  years  was  owned  of  Gtxl  to 
their  edification  and  enlaimment.  During  this  time  thirteen 
were  added  to  the  church  bv  precession  and  three  by  letter. 
.  In  1843  there  were  nine  adult  baptisms  ;  in  '44,  bae.  ^Mr. 
Tuoker  was  dismissed  in  Aug.  1845,  and  the  Sept  following 
10 
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Rev.  Preston  Pond  was  engaged  to  supply  for  one  year. — 
Subsequently  Bev.  Edwin  Holt  sup{)lied  the  pulmt  on  the 
Sabbath  for  six  months.  Besides  tms  there  was  tmt  occa- 
sional preaching  until  1851^  when  Bev.  Charles  E.  Lord  sup- 
plied one  year. 

Feb.  15, 1852,  Bev.  Winthrop  Fifield  commenced  laboring 
here,  and  nas  continued  to  do  so  to  the  present  time.  Under 
his  ministry  four  have  united  with  the  church.  The  society 
have  purchased  nine  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  erected  upon 
it  a  substantial  and  convenient  set  of  buildings  for  a  parson- 
age, at  an  expense  in  all  of  about  $2500  ;  and  in  this,  and 
some  6ther  respects,  the  state  of  things  in  this  parish  is  at 
present  more  hopeftd  and  encouraging  than  for  several  yean 
before. 


8TBATHAM. 

Rer.  JoBii  M.  SnsLi. 

This  town  was  chartered  in  the  year  1716.  The  first  legal 
town  meeting  was  held  on  the  lOih  of  April  of  the  same 
year.  At  this  meeting,  the  first  vote,  after  the  election  (^ 
town  officers,  was  to  appoint  five  individuals  ^^  to  be  a  com- 
mitter to  take  care  to  JBuild  a  meeting  house  for  the  pubUc 
worshipe  of  God  in  said  town.  And  they  are  in  full  Jrower 
to  hiear  workemen  to  carry  on  the  worke  and  to  finish  it. — 
And  for  what  money  thejr  want  or  Disburse  about  the  worke 
the  Seleockemen  are  in  full  power  to  Baise  it  for  the  Same.^ 
Several  other  votes  were  passed  in  relation  to  this  matter  at 
the  first  town  meeting,  and  other  meetings  were  held  during 
the  year  for  the  same  purpose,  showing  the  importance 
whicn  the  citizens  generally  attached  to  the  public  worship 
of  Gk)d. 

At  a  meeting  held  Oct.  4, 1716,  it  was  voted,  "That  eve- 
ry man  In  the  town  Shall  Bare  his  one  charge  toards  the 
Kaising  of  the  said  meeting  house."  There  were  nine  indi- 
viduals who  "entred  thare  decents"  against  this  vote.  Jan. 
2, 1717,  they  appointed  a  committee  to  "treet  with  a  min- 
ister and  give  him  a  call  to  Preach  in  the  town  three  or  four 
Saboathes  By  way  of  contrebutione."  March  25, 1717,  they 
voted,  "that  mr.  Bust  shall  preach  in  the  town  If  he  be 
willing  for  it  a  quarter  or  halfo  a  year ; "  and  then  appointed 
"a  committey  to  treate  with  mr.  Bust  and  ^ve  him  a  call 
to  iet  up  the  Public  worship  of  QoA  for  a  time  In  order  to 
a  ftdl  Setelment  in  the  town."    At  a  subsequent  meeting  in 
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tiie  month  of  April  they  appointed  a  committee  ^^to  agree 
with  a  minister  for  Said  town  during  his  life  if  the  cometeaj 
and  he  can  agree/'  It  appears  from  a  report  made  by  this 
committee  that  they  ^^socceeded  and  agreed  with  mr.'  Henry 
Bast  to  settl  amongst ''  them  ^^so  longe  as  he  continued  in 
the  office  on  the  terms  as  fblloweth."  These  terms  were 
£60  the  first  year,  £70  the  second,  and  £80  the  third, 
which  was  to  be  a  stated  salary.  They  also  agreed  to  give 
him  £100  ^Hoards  building  of  Him  a  house,"  to  be  paid  in 
four  yeaors ;  they  engaged  also,  "to  dear  and  fence  parte  of 
the  towns  Parsonage  land  with  convenient  speede/'  This 
agreement  was  satisfied  the  "24rth  day  of  April,  Anoy. 
iJbmi :  1717/'  Mr.  Bust  was  ordained  in  the  year  1718  with 
the  understanding  that  as  long  as  he  preach^  in  Stratham 
he  was  to  receive  in  addition  to  his  salary  "  Six  Pounds  in 
money  yearly  to  bye  his  fire  wood  withall. 

The  meetmg-house  was  built  the  same  year,  1718.  It 
was  after  the  feshion  of  the  oldest  Meeting-houses  now.  ' 
standing  in  the  State,  of  which  we  believe  there  are. but 
two  or  three;  the  pews  being  "built  with  winscot  worke 
and  all  of  a  kind."  [The  preservation  of  one  of  tiiese  old 
houses  would  be  a  worthy  object  for  some  voluntary  associa- 
tion formed  for  the  purpose.]  Each  man  was  obliged  to 
build  his  own  pew ;  keep  it  in  repair ;  to  maintain  all  the  glass 
^unst  it ;  and  he  must  build  too  on  the  spot  assign^  him. 
Hiere  was,  however,  one  exception  to  this,  for  the  town  of 
Stratham  solenmly  voted,  "that  Mr.  Andrew  Wiggin  shaJl 
have  Leberty  to  set  in  what  seat  he  pleaseth  in  the  meetii^ 
house."  These  were  times  in  which  it  was  deemed  expedi- 
ent to  deal  soiAewhat  rigorously  in  order  to  keep  down  the 
carnal  aspirations  of  the  natural  man.  In  pursuance  of  this 
worthy  object  the  town  voted,  doubtless  with  becoming 
solemnity,  "that  when  the  cometey  have  seatid  the  meeting 
house  every  person  that  is  Seatid  shall  Set  in  those  Seats  or 
pay  five  shilangs  Pir  day  for  every  day  they  set  out  of  there 
Seates  in  a  disorderly  manner  to  advaince  themselves  hi^er 
in  the  meeting  house."  These  were  trying  times!  But 
there  was  a  tenderness  in  men's  hearts  even  then.  For  in 
1734  the  town  voted  "that  the  Beverent  mr.  HenryBost 
Shall  be  considered  for  his  sickness  in  his  &meley  and  the 
Deth  of  his  wife  by  way  of  contrebution."  Mr.  Bust  contin- 
ued to  be  the  pastor  of  this  people  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  1749,  making  a  ministry  of  thirty  one  years.  With 
what  success  his  ministry  was  attended,  we  cannot  tell,  there 
being  no  record  to  show,  and  there  is  no  man  whose  memory 
ranneth  to  that  distant  day. 
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Thtte  was  a  divigion  among  the  peoj^e  aboat  the  yeai: 
V74QyWhiiik  fieems  to  haTe  ansen  fiom a  diifereiioeof  (»)iiiioa 
ifispectiiig  the  ^^gieat  ftwakeniiig/'  or,  as  Edwadrds  caUed  it, 
^  The  Berival  of  Beligion  im  New  Endaad  in  1740/'  Thia 
vaa  im  Whitefield's  day ;  he  was  at  Northampton,  M&,  in 
1740.  It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Bust  did  not  Bjrmpathise 
with  the  religious  excitement  of  that  time,  in  which  a  eon- 
fldderable  portion  of  his  people  agreed  with  him.  Bat  there 
weie  many  othen  who  weie  warm  friends  of  the  levival  aad 
who  were,  therefore,  displeased  with  the  course  pursued  by 
Mr.  Bust.  Some  of  these  disaffected  persons  requested  tihe 
fleleotmen  to  call  a  town  meeting,  because,  as  th^  said, 
'^there  is  such  uneasiness  in  man]^  of  the  people  in  this  town 
onder  the  Beverend  mr.  Bust's  ministry  thai;  they  are  dblig- 
ed  to  go  to  other  towns  on  Babbath  days  to  hear  the  woid  ' 
of  Gcd  preached  to  ihem  more  agreeable  to  the  wonden^ 
outpowenng  of  God's  Spirit  of  late."  The  object  of  this 
meeting  was  to  appoint  a  committee  to  agree  with  some  one 
to  preach  to  th^n  naif  of  each  Sabbath,  who  was  ^^a  frend 
to,  and  a  subject  of  the  wondeifiill  outpowenng  of  God's 
%irit  at  this  day.*'  These  proceedings,  of  oomrse,  did  not 
meet  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Bust  or  ms  friends,  and  thqr 
protested  against  tiiem.  But  those  who  were  dissatisfied 
with  Mr.  Bust  persevered  in  their  purpose  to  have  another 
minister,  and  sc^netime  in  1743  they  employed  ^'Mr.  Dud* 
lev  Leayitt,"  who  preadiied  to  them  some  months ;  thqr 
afterwards,  in  March  1745,  voted  ^^mr.  Dudley  Leavitt  a 
minister  to  preach  the  gospel  in  Stratham."  What  became 
of  this  minister  does  not  appear,  and  the  only  allusion  to 
him  after  the  vote  to  settle  mm,  is  in  connection  with  '^  that 
case  in  law  that  was  brought  against  mr.  Dudley  Leavitt." 

The  second  pastor  of  tms  people  was  the  Bev.  Joseph  Ad^ 
ams  who  was  emjdoyed  in  the  year  1745,  though  he  preach- 
ed to  the  people  as  early  as  iI42,  The  ordination  of  Mr. 
Adams  seems  to  have  been  delayed  by  a  petition  which  was 
presented  to  the  general  court  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Bust, 
pmying  the  assenxoly  to  interfere  and  prevent  the  settlement 
g{  another  mimst^  m  town.  The  petition  was  not  granted, 
and  in  March  20,  1747,  Mr.  Adams  was  ordained.  Mr. 
Adams  engaged  to  '^take  on  him  the  pastoral  care  and 
chai]^  of  a  church,  and  oast  himself  on  the  Lord  and  depend 
0n  him  for  what  he  diall  incline  the  peojde  to  give  him  for 
his  support."  The  fiat  covenant  of  this  (^urch  was  adopted 
in  the  second  year  of  Mr.  Adams'  miniatry,  1746,  and  was' 
enbsmbed  by  forty  five  individuals.  The  cbII  and  reply  of 
Mr.  Adams  are  worthy  of  imitation.    The  umj^city  and 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


r 


fTBATBAlf.  141 

&ectiie89  with  lAdcb  the  bminess  k  transacted  is  certunlj 
preferabfe  to  tiie  more  woidv  fitshion  of  ike  ptesent  timft 
We  should  he  gkd  to  copy  them  heic,  tat  our  hmits  fiwhid. 

Hr.  Bust  died  March  20^  1749,  aged  63  Tears.  This  was 
four  years  after  Mr.  Adams  was  called.  There  were,  there* 
Ave,  two  meetings  held  by  the  same  diiirch,  for  several  yeara 
Mr.  Adams  and  his  friends  held  their  meetii^  in  a  private 
house.  A  few  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Bust,  me  two 
parties  in  the  church  made  mutual  concessions,  drew  up  a 
^  paper  of  unnm''  which  they  si^ed,  and  referred  the  wlK)le 
to  a  coundl  of  nei^boring  ministers  and  churches.  This 
was  in  Jan.  1756.  June  24  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Adams 
was  installed  over  the  whole  town.  There  were  but  twenty 
maie  membeis  of  the  church  at  this  time  if  all  signed  the 
"paper  of  imion.''  ^  Mr.  Adams  records  two  hundred  thirty 
imr  baptisms  up  to  the  year  1761,  after  which  be  made  no 
record  (k  9axj  desciiption.  In  1765  there  were  eighty  eight 
dmrch  members.  The  second  Meeting-house  was  miilt  on 
the  same  spot  with  the  first  in  the  year  1768.  It  was  larger 
flian  the  first,  being  ^^  sixty  thre^  feet  kmg  and  forty  five  wide, 
with  a  steeple.''  During  Mr.  Adams^  minisf  ry  a  cUffieulty 
occurred  respecting  the  singing  in  church.  The  singers 
willed  to  br^  up  the  old  habit  of  ^^lining,''  as  it  was  cali- 
ed — the  deacon  readm^  one  line  at  a  time  for  the  dioir  to 
aiog.  It  was  settled  dv  a  compromise.  The  town  voted 
that  the  deacon  should  ^^line''  half  the  time.  Ther  had  tl^ 
bass-viol  in  those  days,  and  the  deacon  said,  they  had  ^^got 
a  fiddle  into  the  church  as  big  as  a  hogs-tro^gh.'' 

Mr.  Adams'  kst  sermons  were  preached  Oct.  26, 1783. 
He  died  Feb.  24, 1786.  His  regi^r  ministry  was  thirty 
si^ht  years ;  it  continued  throng  the  most  trying  period  ^ 
this  country's  histoiy.  His  salarv  was  i^nlaii^  paid  until 
his  death,  though  it  is  inniossible  to  define  its  ainonnt, 
owing  to  the  depreciation  of  money. 

T^  third  pastor  of  this  church  was  Bev.  James  Miltim<»« 
who  was  ormined  Feb.  1,  1786.  Mr.  Miltimore  rec(»ds 
seventy  six  admissions  to  the  church.  In  1800  the  number 
of  church  members  was  sixty  two.  Mr.  Miltimore  was  di^* 
missed  Oct.  16,  1807,  making  a  ministry  of  neariy  twenty 
two  years.  He  seems  to  have  left  in  opposition  to  the  wish- 
es and  judgment  of  the  peoj^.  The  reason  asrigned  by 
knnself  was  a  visible  declension  of  religtous  interest  among 
the  |»eople,  axA  the  gndual  falling  off  of  his  congrcttatioii. 
The  influence  of  his  dismission  upon  the  churcdi  is  thought 
to  have  been  bad.  After  Mr.  Mimoiore^s  dismissioii,  thege 
fellows  aa  ii^enm  of  seventeen  years,  during  which  time,  or 
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apart  of  it,  this  seemB  to  have  been  missionary  ground. 
We  find  in  this  connection  the  names  of  the  following  min- 
isters who  occasionally  preached  here :  Rer  8.  W.  Wheelock, 
Curtis  Coe,  Mr.  Metcalf,  Mr.  Homer,  N.  Creasey,  and  J. 
Miltimore,  former  pastor.  During  this  period  a  new  Core- 
nant  of  Faith  was  adopted,  in  connection  with  which  we  find 
the  name  of  Rev.  Wm.  Greenough.  The  records  show  but 
nine  admittances  to  the  church,  and  eleven  baptisms. 

The  fourth  pastor  of  this  ijeople  was  Rev.  Jacob  Cum- 
mings,  who  was  ordained  April  28,  1824  Mr.  Cummings 
found  the  church  in  a  very  low  condition.    By  patient  ami 

S^rsevering  labor  he  raised  it  to  a  good  degree  of  prosperity, 
uring  a  ministry  of  nearly  eleven  years  he  admitted  forfy 
two  individuals  to  the  church,  and  baptized  forty  seven. 
Mr.  Cummings  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  Dec.  23, 
1834.  "A  variety  of  circumstances"  led  to  this  result ;  but 
chiefly  the  impression  on  Mr.  Cununings'  own  mind,  ^^  that 
his  useftdness  m  this  place  had  been  rather  lessening  than 
'increasing  for  a  considerable  time  past."  The  following  tes- 
timony to  the  ^ood  conduct  of  the  church  and  societv  was 
given,  on  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Cummin^,  bv  Dr.  French 
of  North  Hampton,  a  venerable  and  beloved  father,  who 
is  still  with  us,  to  encourage  us  by  his  presence  and  assist 
OB  with  his  counsel :  ^^The  church  and  society,  considering 
iheir  very  small  numbers,  have,  in  the  opinion  of  the  council, 
made  pecuniary  efforts  which  have  been  surpassed  by  few, 
if  any,  of  the  societies  aroimd  them.  And  while  it  is  consid- 
ered mghly  important  that  the  standard  of  Christian  self- 
denial,  sacrifice  and  exertion,  should  be  greatly  raised  in 
every  society,  it  is  apprehended  that  this  cnurch,  in  propor- 
to  their  numoers  and  means,  have  not  fisdlen  behind,  and  in 
some  respects  have  exceeded  many  others  in  their  endeavors 
to  sustain  the  gospel  at  home  and  to  send  it  abroad.  Nor 
can  the  counciffau  to  commend  this  church  and  societjr  ^n- 
erally  for  the  confidence  they  have  reposed  in  their  mmister 
and  the  respect  they  have  manifested  toward  him,  as  well  as 
their  regara  for  the  ministry,  and  the  institutions  of  religion 
in  general."  This  testimony  would  be  equally  just  at  the 
present  time. 

During  Mr.  Cummings'  ministry  a  nroposition  was  made 
to  make  room  in  the  orchestra  for  the  double  bass-viol.  One 
of  the  older  members  of  the  society  remarked  that  thev  had 
been  to  him,  ^^to  cut  a  place  in  the  Meeting-house  to  let  in 
Dagon,  but  he  wouldn't  have  anything  to  do  with  it/'  The 
church  was  now  left  destitute  two  years. 

The  fifth  pastor  was  Rev.  Wm.  Newman,  who  was  ordain- 
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ed  Nov.  2, 1836.  The  church  prospered  under  Mr.  Newman. 
There  was  an  interesting  revival  in  1842.  He  admitted  to 
the  church  by  profession,  between  thirty  and  fortj  individu- 
als. In  the  latter  part  of  the  ministiy  the  society  paid  a 
tax  of  three-fourths  of  one  per  cent,  of  their  invoice.  Mr. 
Newman  was  dismissed  May  20,  1849,  makii^  a  ministry 
of  about  twelve  and  a  half  years.  The  cause  of  his  removal 
is  said  to  have  been,  a  conviction  on  his  part  that  some  indi- 
viduals were  disaffected.  He  died  soon  after.  The  effect 
of  the  change  upon  the  church  was  supposed  not  to  be  good. 
The  third  Meetmg-house  was  dedicate  Nov.  8, 1837,  on  the 
original  site,  and  is  now  in  use.  Here  follows  another  sea- 
son of  destitution  of  nearly  five  years,  during  which  the 
church  employed  a  "stated  supply,"  Rev.  Mr.  Whittemore, 
only  one  year  and  a  half.  There  is  no  church  record  during 
this  period.  There  were  no  conversions.  The  congregation 
became  scattered  during  this  period,  and  early  in  the  year 
1853,  the  church  and  society  experienced  a  great  loss  in  the 
death  of  Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett,  who  was  instantly  killed  in  the 
"Norwalk  disaster." 

The  sixth  and  present  pastor  of  this  church.  Rev.  J.  M. 
Steele,  was  installed  Nov.  30^  1853.  During  the  last  year 
the  congregation  has  greatly  mcreased,  showing  the  advan- 
tage of  having  a  settled  pastor.  Nine  persons  have  been 
received  into  me  church,  five  by  letter,  and  four  bjr  profess- 
ion. The  society's  tax  has  been  one  per  cent,  of  their  mvoice. 
The  salary  has  been  paid  in  quai-terly  installments,  with 
treat  promptness,  thus  far,  a  few  days  before  it  was  due. 
This  society  has  a  good  parsonage,  and  a  Amd  of  about 
11200.  About  one-fourth  of  the  population  of  the  town 
belong  to  this  parish.  The  church  is  in  a  very  prosperous 
condition,  compared  with  forty  vears  ago.  There  has  also 
been  vast  improvement  in  general  society.  A  former  pastor 
remarked  a  &w  weeks  since,  that  the  parish,  and  the  whole 
town,  had  improved  100  per  cent,  in  every  respecty  in  the 
last  twenty  years.  There  was  a  "revival"  last  spring  con- 
nected witn  the  Baptists  in  a  series  of  meetings  held  by  Mr. 
Peacock.  We,  however,  consider  the  measures  resorted  to 
br  this  individual  of  very  doubtful  jitility.  The  present 
Congregational  society  was  incorporated  in  1814 
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WINDHAM. 

PtKs.  Ohvbch.-— Her.  LomBH  THATsm. 

The  inhabitants  of  tins  town  are  for  the  most  part  descen- 
dant«  of  the  trae  Scotch  Irish  colony  which  settled  in  Loilr 
donderry  in  the  year  1719.  Windham  is  situated  within  iJie 
ori^al  limits  of  that  colony,  and  was  set  off  into  a  distinct 
parish  or  towA  m  the  year  1742.  Preyions  to  this  time,  ihe 
people  attended  meeting  in  the  East  and  West  parishes  of 
liondonderry.  As  0oon  ai^  the  new  parish  was  erected,  the 
3d  article  of  the  Town  Warrant  was,  "  To  see  what  method 

Ion  wiU  take,  in  order  to  hare  the  gospel  preached  to  us.'' 
t  was  Voted  "  to  raise  £80 for  the  maintetiMice  of  the  go«^* 
pel  the  present  yeiur."  "  Voted,  that  Nathaniel  HemptnU 
attend  the  Presbytery  at  Boston  to  hier  a  supply  to  pi^eacb 
the  gospel  to  us." 

In  July,  1742,  the  town  voted  a  caD  to  Mr.  WiHiam  John- 
son to  settle  with  them  upon  a  salary  of  £150,  and  £150 
settling  money.  He  was  not  installed,  however,  till  17^, 
and  then  with  the  salary  of  £  200,  and  £  300  settlement,  aaid 
the  use  of  the  parsonage.  He  ordained  three  ralinff  eMerfi. 
In  1753,  Mr.  J^nson  was  dismissed  fitmi  his  pastord  charge 
for  the  want  of  support.  The  next  year,  a  lleeting-hoiwef 
havii]^  been  erected,  the  parish,  by  their  commissioner  EMer 
David  Gregff,  applied  to  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  for  a 
minister,  and  obtained  Bev.  John  Kinkead,  who  was  installed 
October,  1760,  with  a  nominal  salaiy  of  £1300  old  tenor, 
£  6  bdng  worth  one  dollar.  The  same  amount  was  given  as 
a  settlement,  and  £1000  to  transport  him.  He  ordained 
nine  ruling  dders.  Though  Mr.  Kinkead  possessed  respec- 
table talents  and  acquirements  as  a  preacher,  yet,  not  main- 
taining a  Christian  and  ministerial  character,  he  soon  los^ 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  people,  and  was  dismissed 
in  1765.  .... 

Soon  after  his  dismission  the  parish  presented  a  call  to 
Mr.  Simon  Williams,  who  was  ordained  m  December,  1766, 
by  the  Boston  Presbytery.  His  salary  was  £70  annually — 
in  value,  lawful  money,  two  hundred  and  thirty  three  d<^t!s 
and  thirty  three  cents — and  a  settlement  of  £60^  or  two 
hundred  dollars,  with  the  use  of  the  parsonage.  His  minis- 
try continued  twenty  seven  years,  till  Nov.  10,  1793,  when 
he  died,  aged  sixty  four  years.  Mr.  Williams  and  his  wife 
were  natives  of  Ireland ;  they  went  to  the  West  Indies  and 
were  married  there.  He  remained  there  some  time  as  a 
teacher,  then  removed  to  Philadelphia  and  was  hopefiilly 
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converted  tinder  the  preaching  of  Her.  Gilbert  Tennent. 
After  teaching  in  Maryland  and  New  Jersey  a  few  years,  he 
came  to  this  place,  and  remained  tiU  his  death.  He  was 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  neighboring  ministers  and 
ohnrdies.  He  was  eminent  as  a  classical  scholar,  and  opened 
a  private  academy  soon  after  his  ordination,  which  was  con- 
tinued during  the  most  of  his  ministry.  U  nder  his  tuition 
many  young  men  were  fitted  for  college.  His  academy  was 
commenced  before  Dartmouth  college  was  founded,  and  some 
ten  or  twelve  years  before  Exeter,  and  Atkinson,  and  New 
Ipswich  academies  existed.  It  sometime  contained  forty  or 
raty  scholars,  and  was  resorted  to  by  many  students  from 
Boston,  and  other  large  places.  This  school  was  of  great 
service  to  this  place,  and  to  neighboring  towns,  before  other 
schools  had  commenced.  It  was  an  important  tributary  of 
Dartmouth  college.  In  the  fourth  class  which  was  graduated 
there,  in  1774,  consisting  of  eight  members,  one  hwf,  proba- 
Hy,  were  fitted  in  this  school.  They  were  firom  Londonder- 
ry ;  and  Joseph  McKean,  and  Samuel  Ta^rt,  are  remem- 
iJered  as  his  pupils,  by  some  of  the  oldest  mhabitants  of  the 

!)lace.  The  former  was  the  first  President  of  Bowdoin  col- 
ege ;  the  latter  was  the  distinguished  citizen  and  divine  of 
Ooleraine,  Ms.  He  is  remembered  as  the  scholar  of  double 
consciousness,  and  it  is  related  of  him,  that  while  fitting  for 
college,  he  was  attending  at  prayers,  but  was  reported  as 
playmg  with  a  fly  during  all  the  service.  On  bein^  called  to 
account  by  Mr.  WilKams,  he  could  not  remember  ms  playing 
with  the  fly,  but  could  repeat  verbatim  almost  the  whole 
prayer,  which  was  cpnie  lengthy,  and  unusually  interesting. 
A  smuiar  instance  is  reported  of  him  in  after  me.  While  he 
was  deeply  eng^ed  in  offering  prayer,  with  his  eyes  open,  he 
watched  a  carriage  coming  up  to  the  Meeting-house,  and 
turned  completely  around  in  the  desk  with  his  eyes  fixed 
upon  the  carriage ;  but  aftierwards  he  did  not  remember  that 
he  had  moved  at  all,  or  that  he  had  seen  any  oWect.  He 
llnthftilly  served  his  country,  and  was  long  useral  in  the 
ministry.  This  academy  md  an  important  work  in  the 
church,  at  a  very  early  period,  and  hence  deserves  to  be 
commemorated.    AJthcugh  Mr.  Williams  was  subject  to  a 

Srtial  derangement  of  mind  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
6,  he  stiH  continued  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties 
until  his  death.  He  died  beloved  by  the  peome  of  bis  char^, 
who  readily  cast  the  mantle  of  charity  over  his  eccentricities 
and  firailties.  He  added  seven  only  to  the  eldershij),  for  the 
space  of  twenty  seven  years.  His  wife  survived  him  twelve 
years^  and  it  is  written  upon  their  tombstone,  **  They  were 
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ushered  to  life  the  same  hour  in  Feb,  19ih,  1729.  Trim,  in 
the  county  of  Meath^in  Ireland,  had  the  honor  of  their  Urth. 
This  place  is  made  (sacred  by  their  dust/' 

In  1798  a  new  Meeting-house  was  built  near  the  center  of 
the  town,  in  which  there  was  preaching  by  stated  supplies, 
for  twelve  years,  when  Mr.  Samuel  Harris  was  ordained  their 
pastor,  by  the  Londonderry  Presbytery,  Oct.  9th,  1805.  He 
continued  his  labors  for  twenty  years,  when  his  voice  failed^ 
and  he  was  dismissed  by  mutual  consent.  He  afterwards 
recovered  his  voice  and  preached  in  various  places,  but  he 
resided  in  town  tiiyds  death,  Sept.  6th,  1846,  m  the  seventy 
fourth  year  of  his  age.  His  ministry  was  successful  in  build- 
ing up  the  church,  and  in  bringing  it  to  a  higher  standard,  of 
piety  and  Christian  discipline.  It  was  blessed  with  a  power- 
ful revival  of  religion  in  1822,  which  was  the  first  general 
revival  occurring  in  town.  Of  this  work  it  is  remark^,  that 
the  whole  community  seemed  moved;  every  family  was 
stirred,  and  it  seemed  as  if  the  people  would  go  to  meeting 
continually ;  and  the  objector  expressed  his  tears  that  the 
crops  would  not  be  attended  to.  A  large  number  "were 
gatnered  into  the  church,  which  from  that  tune  became  deci- 
dedly evangelical,  and  reformed  from  its  former  Armenian 
tend!encies.  Mr.  Harris'  salary  was  four  hundred  dollars. 
The  twelve  years  previous  to  his  settlement  was  occupied  by 
stated  suppues,  which  was  owing,  no  doubt,  to  a  violent  con- 
tention respecting  the  location  of  the  new  Meeting-house, 
which  resulted  in  severing  from  the  congregation  a  number 
of  fiunilies  in  the  south  east  part  of  the  town. 

In  April,  1828,  Bev.  Calvm  Cutler,  late  of  Lebanon,  was 
installed  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  cnurch  and  society,  and 
continued  his  ministry  till  his  death,  which  took  pmce  in 
Feb.  19th,  1844,  in  the  fifty  thiid  year  of  his  age.  His  sal- 
ary was  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  In  the  year  1831,  a 
revival  of  religion  took  place  m  connexion  with  a  protracted 
meeting,  which  was  veij  powerful  Mr.  Cutler  writes  of  it 
iiius :  "  Some  special  divme  favor  appeared  among  this  peo- 
ple the  last  of  July,  but  the  work  was  silent  in  its  progress, 
till  the  protracted  meeting  in  October.  Some  weeKs  ^fore 
ihe  meeting,  several  persons  had  hoped  in  the  mercy  of  Qod, 
and  more  were  under  reli^ous  impressions,  and  tne  people 
were  looking  forward  to  the  conung  meeting  with  strong 
enectations.  This  season  was  attended  by  powerful  divine 
innuences,  and  it  is  probable  that  fifty  persons  indulged  a 
Christian  hope  within  the  space  of  one  week."  It  was  esti- 
mated that  one  hundred  individuals  were  the  subjects  of  the 
revival    During  this  ministry,  there  arose  a  severe  conten- 
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tion  between  tbe  town  and  the  Presbyterian  society  respect- 
ing the  use  of  the  Meeting-house  and  the  ministerial  rund. 
The  Society  claimed  the  entire  use  of  the  house  and  the  fund, 
as  they  had  always  enjoyed  it.  The  town  finally  voted  to 
excluae  the  society  from  the  entire  use  of  the  house,  and  to 
allow  the  Methodist  and  Unitarian  societies  the  partial  use 
of  it.  The  town  also  obtained  a  decision  of  the  Court,  that 
the  fUnd,  belon^g  to  the  town,  should  be  used,  as  each  tax 
payer  might  assign  his  proportion  of  it  to  the  different  socie- 
ties. For  ten  years,  nearly  half  the  incoine  of  the  ftmd  was 
applied  for  Methodist  and  Unitarian  preaching ;  but  of  late, 
the  fund  is  returning  to  its  original  channel.  The  fund 
amounts  to  about  92000,  which  was  given  to  the  pariah  in 
land,  by  Mr.  James  Wilson,  an  original  proprietor  of  Lon- 
donderry, before  the  town  was  incorporated,  and  given  for 
the  support  of  the  gospel  merely.  Tne  Presbyterians,  upon 
this  vote  of  the  town^  immediately  retired  from  the  old 
Meetinp-house,  and  built  a  new  one,  not  far  distant,  which 
they  stiU  occupy.  It  was  built  in  1835.  The  old  house  is 
used  for  a  town  house,  and  has  been  occupied  for  preaching 
some  three  months  in  the  year,  till  within  three  or  four  years. 
Mr.  Cutler  ordained  ten  ruling  elders.  He  was  a  good  man, 
and  Gtoi  has  cared  for  his  children. 

In  Nov.  5th,  1845,  Mr.  Loren  Thayer  was  ordained  his 
successor,  with  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  still  con- 
tinues the  pastor.  Every  minister  of  the  town,  so  far  as  is 
known,  has  owned  a  small  farm^  and  used  the  income  of  it, 
besides  his  salary.  These  mimsters  have  been  accustomed 
to  die  among  their  people,  and  to  be  buried  with  them.  The 
average  number  ot  the  congregation  is  something  more  than 
250,  and  the  last  census  gives  818,  as  the  number  of  inhab- 
itants in  town ;  and  the  last  Bible  Society  survey  reports 
185  families.  There  are  veiy  few  of  these  ftmilies  that  do 
not  occasionally  attend  meeting.  The  number  of  the  church 
has  been  as  high  as  200 ;  but  now  it  is  onl^  134.  The  state 
of  morals,  however,  may  be  considered  higher  than  it  was 
formerly,  and,  as  to  intemperance  and  other  evil  habits,  the 
public  sentiment  perhaps  was  never  so  correct,  as  at  present. 
The  cause  of  education  in  our  common  schools  never  before 
received  so  much  attention.  Contributions  to  benevolent 
objects  are  increasing.  For  the  last  few  years,  they  have 
averaged  about  three  liundred  dollars  annually. 

The  relimous  character  of  this  people  has  generally  well 
represented  the  plain,  honest,  rough,  and  uncompromising 
spirit  of  John  Knox,  the  reformer  of  their  countrymen. 
They  are  highly  conservative,  and  experience  little  mjury 
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from  the  presence  or  inftnence  of  fenaitieinn.  Amid  the 
noteltiefl  of  the  age.  and  dmsiom  surroundii^  tibtein^  aad 
while  eren  the  first  church^  of  their  colony  has  swenned  a  ttt- 
tie,  they  adhere  to  the  purity  of  their  fitthers^  worship.  Says 
the  ^^  Rustic  Bard''  to  a  frieiid  who  was  writing  ys  chaiae- 
ter:  "  You  threaten  to  expose  my  foibles,  and  to  point  at  my 
orthodoxy.  This  matter  I  hope  you  will  handle  with  the 
peatest  tenderness  and  delicacy.  My  orthodoxy  has  been 
handed  down  to  me,  by  my  progenitors,  at  the  Urim  cmd 
Thummtm,  held  sacred  by  the  family,  erer  since  the  Refor- 
mation from  Popery  in  Scotland.'*  This  is  the  feeling  with 
which  the  ^reat  part  of  this  people  cling  to  the  standards  of 
their  church ;  and  as  there  is  little  entrance  among  them  of  a 
foreign  population,  they  may  long  retain -their  worthy  tisiti 
of  character. 


*  Refereiice  to  li*M  ibtdeCo  iIm  Firtt  Okareb  im  Ihnj  which  ba*  tdoplAcI  m  miaedibMi 
of  church  polity.    [See  Hkiorj  of  that  charch.] 
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ANTRIM. 

Pexs.  Chtikcb.— Rev.  John  H.  Batx«.  ^ 

The  town  was  incorporated  March  22d,  1777,  and  wae 
named  after  a  county  in  Ireland.  In  1820  it  had  a  popnla* 
tion  of  1330.  and  in  1850,  1143.  The  first  man  who  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  settler  here  was  Dea.  James  Aiken  in 
1768.  Nearly  four  years  his  &mily  was  the  only  one  in 
town.  The  town  voted  to  request  Rev.  Mr.  Morrison,  and 
he  was  appointed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Londonderry  to  come 
and  visit  the  people,  and  if  he  found  the  way  open,  to  organ- 
ize a  church  on  Presbyterian  principles.  He  accordingly 
giatkered  a  church  in  due  form  in  August,  1788.  It  embra^ 
oxty  members.  The  population  was  lees  tham  five  hundred 
at  the  time.  We  cannot  but  note  the  extent  of  piety  among 
the  people  and  the  &ct  that  so  much  respect  for  the  Chris- 
tian religion  should  pervade  the  inhabitants,  that  they  would 
€aatertaia  harmoniously  a  proposition,  in  a  toum  meeting^  to 
have  a  Christian  church  established  among  them. 

They  were  not  successful  however  in  securing  a  permanent 
jmnistrv  until  Sept.  3d,  1800,  when  Rev.  WfQter  Fullerton 
was  oroained  their  bishop  or  pastor.  His  native  place  was 
Peterboroi^h ;  he  was  a  graduate  a£  Dartmouth  in  the  dam 
o£  1796.  He  sustained  the  pastoral  relation  only  four  years. 
He  settled  in  Hebron,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  a  few  years,  and 
in  1815,  in  Maryland,  deceased. 

After  nearly  four  years  Rev.  John  M.  Whiton,  D.D.  was 
duly  set  over  the  church  by  the  Presbytery.  He  was  bom 
at  Winchendon,  Ms.,  Aug.  1, 1785,  a  son  of  Yale  in  1805. 
«nd  ordained  Sept.  28,  1808.  He  continued  in  office  until 
Jan.  1,  1853,  when  he  resigned  his  diarge.  Seasons  of  spec- 
ial manifestation  of  the  grace  of  God  in  revivals  were  enjoyed 
during  his  ministry,  in  Sie  yean  1816, 1827, 1831, 1836  and 
1851.  In  1832  thirty  nine  perscms  were  added  to  the  ohuD^ 
as  the  firuit  of  the  revival  of  tbe  previous  year.  In  1851 
thirtv  six  were  added.  At  the  md  cf  sixty  eig^t  Dr.  Whir 
ton  Mt  the  cares  and  labors  of  his  parish^  wBch  extended 
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oyer  a  large  and  hilly  territory,  too  much  for  him  to  endure, 
and  with  the  kindliest  feelings  toward  his  people  requested 
to  be  released  from  his  labors  among  them.  He  is  now  em- 
ployed in  the  neighboring  town  of  j3ennington.  He  stands 
among  the  fathers  in  the  ministry,  loved  and  honored.  He 
is  now  engaged  in  writing  the  History  of  Presbyterianism  in 
New  England. 

Bev.  John  H.  Bates  is  Dr.  Whiton's  successor  in  ofiSoe. 
He  was  ordained  pastor — or  as  the  Presbyterian  Confession 
of  Faith  and  the  Sacred  writers  use  the  term  as  a  synony- 
mous one — bishop  of  the  church  in  Antrim,  March  16th, 
1853,  with  prospects  of  comfort  and  usefulness  in  his  work. 
He  has  a  salary  of  9500.  The  present  number  of  the  church 
is  174. 


AMHERST. 

The  township  of  Amherst,  originally  called  Souhegali 
West,  was  assigned  to  one  himdred  and  twenty  grantees,  a 
majority  of  whom  resided  in  Salem,  Lynn,  Andover,  wd 
other  towns  of  Essex  county,  Ms.  The  first  meeting  of 
these  grantees  was  at  Salem  in  July  1734,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  we  find  that  settlements  had  been  made  by  &m- 
ilies  m>m  that  vicinity.  A  primary  object  in  the  grants  of 
most  townships  at  that  period  was  the  establishment  of  the 
gospel  ministry.  In  all  the  Narragansett  grants,  in  which 
Bouhegan  West  was  included,  was  a  condition  "  that  the 
prqprietors  should  settle  a  learned,  orthodox  minister  wjthin 
seven  jrears."  In  Feb.  1738,  the  proprietors  voted  to  erect 
a  Meeting-house,  forty  five  feet  long  by  thirty  five  feet  wide, 
which  vote  was  carried  into  effect  the  following  year.  In 
Dec.  1738,  they  voted  that  the  inhabitants  receive  £  20  from 
the  treasury  "  toward  their  having  the  word  of  God  preached 
among  them  for  the  ensuing  six  months."  They  subsequent- 
ly appropriated  fifty  shillings  to  the  settlers  for  every  Sab- 
bath they  should  have  preaching  among  them. 

The  church  was  organized  on  the  22(1  of  Sept.  1741,  bv  the 
adoption  of  a  simple  covenant  in  which  they  devoted  them- 
selves to  (Jod,  ana  promised  to  walk  together  in  the  obser- 
vance of  his  word  and  ordinances.  It  comprised  seven 
persons, viz:  Daniel Wilkins pastor elect^  Samuel Leman,  Is- 
rael Towne,  Samuel  Lampson,  Caleb  Stiles  and  Humphrey 
Hobbs.  On  the  following  day  Rev.  Daniel  Wilkins  was  or- 
dained pastor  of  the  church.  Bev.  Nathaniel  Henchman  of 
Lynn,  Ms.  was  moderator  of  the  council,  and  Bev.  Stephen 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


A1CHIB8T.  151 

Chase  of  Lynn  preached  the  sennon.  Six  females  were  then 
receired  to  church  membership.  Bey.  Mr.  Wilkins  was  from 
ICddleton,  in  Ms.  *  He  receired  his  education  at  Harvard 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1736.  He  was  a  man  of  respec- 
table talents,  and  contributed  greatly  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  town.  Though  the  clergy  m  his  day  did  not  possess  the 
influence  of  the  early  ministers  of  New  Englana,  yet  they 
were  regarded  with  great  reverence  and  respect.  In  the 
early  periods  of  the  church,  there  subsisted  a  close  connec* 
tion  between  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  orders  of  the  State. 
Various  causes  operated  at  times  to  diminish  the  influence 
ci  the  Christian  minister.    As  new  settlements  were  made, 

Erishes  were  multiplied.  The  means  of  subsistence  and  of 
lowledge  to  the  pastors  of  these  little  flocks  were  necessa- 
rily narrow  ;  and  they  not  unfrequently  complained  that 
they  prophesied  in  sackcloth.  Want  of  knowledge  and  of 
wealth  was,  consequently,  want  of  power.  Yet,  with  all 
their  povertv,  and  the  disadvantages  of  their  situation,  they 
possessed  their  full  share  of  talents  and  virtue,  and  were 
therefore  not  to  be  contemned  nor  neglected.  They  remem- 
bered the  views  of  those  who  planted  New  England,  and  if 
the^  had  not  the  learning,  they  were  still  animated  with  the 

Sirit  of  their  predecessors.  Though  the  civilians  of  that 
y  acknowledged  and  revered  their  piety,  j^et  they  provided 
with  a  jealous  eye  against  the  increase  of  hierarclial  rule. — 
So  that  the  churches,  notwithstanding  their  professions  and 
boasts  of  independency,  were  actually  under  a  kind  of  politi- 
cal control ;  and  on  the  contrary,  through  the  influence  of 
the  clergy.  ^^  magistrates,  who  were  annually  elected,  were 
oocasionalfy  displaced  when  thev  were  thought  to  have 
infringed  upon  the  ri^ts  of  the  church.'*  For  several  years 
after  me  settlement  of  Mr.  Wilkins  the  inhabitants  of  this 

Elace  experienced  the  day  of  small  things.  They  were  una- 
le  to  contribute  to  his  support  in  a  manner  suited  to  his 
clerical  character.  On  this  account  he  was  sometimes  pressed 
into  services  incompatible  with  his  sacred  profession.  He 
assisted  in  subduing  the  wilderness,  while  he  administered 
to  the  spiritual  wants  of  his  parishioners.  The  works  of 
Owen,  Hammond,  and  other  distinguished  divines  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  were  to  be  found  in  his  library.  He 
died  Feb.  11, 1784,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age.  His  minis- 
try embraced  a  period  of  thirtv  eight  years  and  a  half — 
Number  of  admissions  to  the  cnurcn  not  known.  Baptisms, 
340.  For  several  of  the  last  years  of  his  life  he  was  unable 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  on  accoimt  of  bodily  in- 
jBrmities.    &Ji  years  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Wilkins,  the 
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church  and  town  nve  an  invitation  to  Mr.  John  Blydeor 
burgh  to  settle  as  colleague  pastor,  offering  £  200  as  a  settle- 
ment, and  an  annual  sabry  of  £  100,  but  tibe  invitation  was 
not  accepted.  Soon  after,  a  call  was  dven  to  Bev.  Edmund 
Foster  of  Littleton,  Ms.,  which  was  mso  unsuccessful. 

In  1779,  the  church  and  town  ext^Kled  an  invitation  to 
Bev.  Jeremiah  Barnard,  of  Bolton,  Ms.  The  call  however 
was  not  unanimous,  several  circum6tancege3Ufiting,un&yorahIe 
to  the  settlement  of  a  colleague, — ike  principal  of  which  was 
the  opposition  of  two  distinct  sections  of  the  town,  whidi 
were  desirous  of  becoming  separate  pandies.  Though  a 
respectable  majority  was  in  &vor  of  his  settlement,  yet  ihese 
was  a  considerable  number  in  the  north  west  part  of  the 
town  who  entered  their  protest  in  which  they  declared  thait 
the^  should  object  to  the  settlement  '^of  any  other  minister 
while  they  remained  in  comunction  with  the  town  and  their 
request  not  granted."  This  matter  being  adjusted,  Mr. 
Barnard  accepted  the  call  and  was  ordained  <m  the  third  day 
of  March.  Bev.  Zabdiel  Adams  of  Lunenburgh  preached  from 
Matthew  10 :  16.  Bev.  Ebenezer  Bridge  of  Chelmsford  gam 
the  charge;  Bev.  Daniel  Emerson  of  Mollis  expressed  the 
fellowship  of  the  churches.  From  the  ordination  of  Bev. 
Mr.  Barnard  to  the  year  1816,  the  records  of  the  churdi  do 
not  present  any  very  remarkable  transaction.  During  ilm  * 
period,  two  churches  were  formed^  one  in  the  north  west  part 
of  the  town,  over  which  was  ordcuned  Bev.  John  Bruce,  nom 
MarlborougL  Ms.;  the  other  in  the  south  west  part  of  the 
town,  whida  aid  not  receive  a  minister  till  after  this  portion  of 
the  town  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Milford. 

In  1815,  efforts  were  made  toward  settling  a  coUeagoe 
with  Bev.  Mr.  Barnard,  whose  parochial  duties  had  for  some 
considerable  time  been  very  arduous  and,  during  the  sickness 
of  1814,evidently  impaired  his  health.  Perceiving  the  import- 
ance of  adopting  measures  which  might  lesson  his  labors,  tiie 
inhabitants  chose  a  committee,  Sept.  18, 1815,  to  consult  wiih 
him  and  ascertain  upon  what  terms  he  would  consent  to  have 
a  colleague  settle  with  him  in  the  ministry.  On  the  30th  of 
Oct.  Mr.  Barnard  made  a  communication  (m  the  subject, 
through  the  committee,  in  which  he  thanked  the  town  for  their 
politeness  in  consulting  him  on  a  sulnect  so  closely  connected 
with  their  peace  and  happiness.  In  consideration  of  the 
extent  and  arduousness  of  his  professional  duties  coupled  with 
diminished  abilitjr  in  his  ^^  wintir  a^ ;"  and  having  a  desire 
that  his  people  n^ight  be  better  mrmAed  with  the  meansof 
Oiristian  edification  and  instruction,  he  expressed  not  only  a 
willingness  but  a  pleasure  in  relinquidung  one  half  of  nis 
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niary  when  thej  should  iettlea  eolleagae  with  him^  who 
would  assume  his  duties. 

Mr.  Bamajtd's  ministry  to  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  a 
QoHeague  pa^r  with  him,  embraced  a  period  of  a  little  more 
than  uurty  six  years.  During  this  time.  253  persons  were 
admitted  to  fwl  communum  in  the  churcn,  giving  on  an  ay* 
era^  seven  each  year.  Several  others  own^  the  covenant, 
as  it  is  recorded,  and  had  their  children  baptized,  althou^ 
they  came  not  to  the  Lord's  table.  This  practice  seems  to 
have  obtained  fiom  the  organization  of  this  church,  and  to 
have  continued  untQ  1811,  after  which  the  church  records 
are  silent  upon  it.  ^  The  number  of  baptisms  during  twenty 
nine  years  cf  his  ministry,  to  wit,  from  March  3, 1780  to  Jan. 
11, 1809,  was  673.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  college 
vk  177a  He  died  Jan.  15, 1835^  aged  84,  nearly  fifty  five 
years  from  the  time  of  his  ordination. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1816,  the  church  and  town 

Sve  an  invitation  to  the  Kev.  Nathan  Lord  to  settle  with 
em  in  the  work  of  the  ministiy,  as  colleague  pastor  with 
Bev.  Mr.  Barnard,  for  a  salary  of  9700  per  annum.  The 
invitation  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Lord  was  ordained  on  the  22d 
of  May,  1816.  Bev.  Dr.  McFarland,  of  Concord,  preached 
the  sermon  on  the  occasion.  In  Jan.  1826,  Mr.  Lord  was 
afflicted  with  a  violent  cold,  which  affected  his  voice  in  such 
a  manner  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  could  speak. 
He  continued,  however,  to  supply  the  desk  till  the  last 
Sabbath  in  Fen.  when  his  voice  almost  entirely  fisuled.  For 
more  than  a  year  he  was  unable  to  preach,  and  was  absent 
much  of  the  time  on  journeys  for  his  health.  He  commen- 
ced preaching  again  in  April,  1827,  and  continued  his  labors 
till  May  18^,  when  his  voice  again  failed.  In  August  he 
was  elected  President  of  Dartmouth  colle|;e ;  and  as  it  was 
believed  he  would  be  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that 
office^  even  if  he  diould  not  regain  his  voice,  he  accepted  the 
appomtment.  A  council  was  called  which  resultea  in  the 
cussolution  of  the  pastoral  relation  on  the  22d  of  Nov.  1828. 
when  he  immediately  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  ana 
resnonsible  station. 

Kev.  Dr.  Lord's  ministry  continued  twelve  years  and  six 
months,  during  which  time  132  were  received  to  the  church, 
giving  an  average  of  about  11  to  each  year.  The  greatest 
nummr  received  at  any  one  time  was  13 — on  the  14th  of 
June  1820.  The  largest  additions  to  the  church  were  made 
in  1817  and  1820,  being  20  in  each  ol  these  years.  The 
whole  number  of  baptisms  was  151. 

The  year  1824  brought  with  it  severe  trials  both  to  the 
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pastor  and  to  the  church  in  the  withdrawment  of  several 
members,  in  order  to  form  a  Unitarian  church,  in  connection 
with  the  society  recently  established,  and  to  come  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  the  tlev.  E.  Q.  Sewall.  This  separation 
gave  rise  to  a  controversy  between  the  pastor,  Dr.  Lord,  and 
the  late  C.  H.  Atherton,  Esq.,  which  was  published  in  the 
Farmer's  Cabinet.  In  these  trials  the  fiiends  of  evangelical 
truth  continued  firm  and  united.  And  Gtod  brought  Zion  out 
of  all  her  troubles  and  set  her  feet  in  a  large  pla^. 

In  January  1829  an  invitation  was  extended  to  Mr.  Silas 
Aikin  of  Bedford  to  become  pastor  of  this  church  as  colleague 
with  Bev.  Mr.  Barnard.  This  invitation  was  accepted,  and  the 
ordination  took  place  on  the  4th  of  March.  The  sermon  on 
that  occasion  was  preached  by  Eev.  Samuel  Green  of  Boston. 
Dr.  Church  of  Pelham  delivered  the  charge.   Bev.A.  Bichards 

five  the  right  hand  of  fellowshh),  and  Bev.  Mr.  Nott  of 
ashua  addressed  the  church.  The  ministrv  of  Mr.  Aikin 
was  eminently  successful.  Entering  upon  a  neld  which  had 
already  been  cultivated  with  diligence,  his  energy  and  devo- 
tion were  soon  rewarded  with  very  precious  resmts.  During 
his  ministry  the  church  enjoved  two  seasons  of  revival.  The 
first  occurred  in  1831,  as  the  fruit  of  which  sixty  persons 
became  members  of  the  church.  The  second,  which  was  of  a 
more  powerful  and  interesting  character,  occurred  in  1835, 
and  resulted  in  the  addition  of  one  hundred  and  one  mem- 
bers to  the  church.  Of  this  number,  sixteen  were  received 
at  one  communion,  fifty  two  at  another,  and  twenty  at  an- 
other. The  additions  to  the  church  during  his  ministry  were 
two  hundred  and  twenty,  giving  an  average  of  twenty  seven 
every  year — a  great  increase  upon  the  ratio  of  previous  years. 
In  August,  1836,  the  Con^gational  Meetmg;-hou8e  was 
moved  to  its  present  site  and  re-modeled.  Beceiving  an  in- 
vitation fix>m  the  Park  Street  church  in  Boston,  Mr.  Aikin 
decided  to  accept  it,  to  the  great  regret  of  his  people.  He 
was  dismissed  March  5th,  1837,  after  a  ministry  of  eight 
years. 

In  Sept.  of  the  same  year  a  call  was  extended  by  the  church 
and  society  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Adams,  a  native  of  New  Ipswich,  to 
settle  with  them  as  their  pastor.  He  accepted  the  mvitation 
and  was  ordained  on  the  15th  of  Nov.  1837.  Bev.  N.  Loid, 
D.D.,%rmer  pastor,  preached  the  sermon.  Bev.  H.  Moore, 
D.D.  gave  the  charge.  The  ministry  of  Mr.  Adams  continued 
about  three  years.  At  his  own  request  he  was  dismissed  Sept. 
24, 1840.  During  this  period  24  persons  were  added  to  uie 
church.    After  Us  dismission,  Mr.  Adams,  who  is  an  accom^ 
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plished  scholar,  and  fond  of  teaching,  became  the  principal 
of  Dummer  Academy,  Byefield,  Ms. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  William  T.  Savage,  a  native  of 
Bangor,  Me.,  who  was  installed  Feb.  4, 1841.  Kev.  Thomas. 
Savage  of  Bedford  preached  the  sermon.  During  Mr.  Savage's 
ministry  an  interesting  revival  occurred;  as  the  fruit  of 
which  67  persons  were  added  to  the  church.  Mr.  Savage 
was  dismissed  April  4,  1843,  and  was  shortly  .afterward 
settled  at  Holton,  then  an  important  military  station  on  the 
frontier  of  Maine.  This  rapid  succession  of  pastors  indicates 
the  presence  of  disturbing  causes  of  which  tne  history  cannot 
yet  be  written, — that  plmse  of  the  Anti-slavery  movement 
called  come-out-ism  was  then  agitating  the  whole  region,  and 
diversities  of  opinion  both  secular  and  religious  had  an 
influence  with  individuals  beyond  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the 
questions  at  issue.  The  salary  since  Dr.  Aikin's  dismission 
has  been  ?  700  per  annum. 

The  present  pastor.  Rev.  J.  Gardner  Davis,  a  native  of 
Concord,  Ms.  was  ordained  May  22, 1844.  The  history  of 
his  ministiT  has  thus  &r  been  marked  by  less  signal  indications 
of  spiritual  prosperity  than  that  of  several  of  his  predecessors. 
The  actual  influence  and  imjjortance  of  this  churcn,  like  many 
others  in  New  Hampshire,  is  not  to  be  gathered  from  the 
pages  of  its  records,  but  in  following  the  personal  history  of 
the  Christian  men  and  women  who  have  gone  forth  from  her' 
fellowship,  to  sustain  and  build  up  the  cause  of  Christ 
abroad.  We  find  the  names  of  six,  now  officers  of  other 
churches  in  New  England,  that  once  belonged  to  this  church. 
Two  or  three  of  her  members  have  bea)me  missionaries. 
Three  are  ministers.  Within  a  period  of  ten  years  sixty 
nine  persons  have  been  recommended  to  other  churches, 
more  than  one  third  of  whom  reside  out  of  the  State.  Up 
to  1850,  twenty  three  students  from  Amherst  were  graduates 
from  different  colleges. 

The  Unitarian  society  settled  two  pastors  and  worship 
was  maintained  a  few  years.  Their  Meeting-house  was 
erected  in  1835.  Having  become  feeble  in  numbers  and 
dismissed]their  ministers,  a  Universalist  was  ordained  in  their 
house  to  preach  to  both  Universalists  and  Unitarians.  The 
ground  was  at  length  given  up  by  both  denominations,  when 
flie  Meeting-house  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  a  small  Bap- 
tist society  which  was  orcanized  some  years  before,  and  wor- 
shiped in  a  haUL  A  IMfethodist  socie^  was  gathered  a  few 
years  ago  and  a  chapel  erected,  in  which  they  have  main- 
tained worship  most  of  the  time. 
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BEDFORD. 

pKift.  Chvbch.— Ber.  Thomas  SAVAes. 

Thd  church  in  this  town  is  Presbyterian.  Most  of  the 
early  settlers  came  fixmi  the  north  of  Ireland  and  belonged 
to  the  same  stock  which  settled  Londonderry.  "  They  w^re," 
as  Dr.  Whiton  says  in  his  history  of  New  Hampshire,  ^^a  wm 
principled  people,  frugal,  hardy  and  industrious,  and  warmly 
attadbsd  to  the  Presbyterian  doctrine  and  discipline."  That 
such  were  the  materials  of  which  this  church  was  composed, 
appears  from  the  petition  for  a  town  charter,  which  com- 
mences ^^  Your  petitioners  as  to  our  particular  persuasion  in 
Christianity,  are  generally  of  the  Presoy terian  denomination." 
The  date  of  Iheir  diarter  is  1750.  ^d  it  was  at  this  time 
the  church  was  organized  by  the  "  Boston  Presbytery." — 
Without  delay,  they  turned  their  attention  to  the  settlement 
of  a  stated  ministry.  After  having  given  calls,  unsuccessfol- 
ly,  to  three  different  candidates,  the  last  of  whom  was  B^. 
Dr.  McClintock  of  Greenland,  they  united  in  Mr.  Houston, 
as  appears  from  the  following  vote  in  the  town  records : 
"Voted  unanimously,  to  give  Mr.  John  Hoiwton  a  call  to 
the  work  of  the  mmistry  in  this  town."  He  was  bom  in 
Londonderry  1723  and  was  educated  at  Princeton,  at  whidi 
college  he  took  his  degree  in  1753.  He  studied  oivinity  in 
his  native  town,  under  the  care  of  his  pastor.  Rev.  David 
McGregore.  He  was  well  reputed  for  classical  and  theolo^- 
cal  learning,  and  settled  among  the  people  with  encouraging 
profi^ts  (k  future  usefiilness  and  happiness.  He  was 
ordained  Sept.  23, 1757.  The  exercises  on  the  occasion 
were  as  follows :  llev.  Mr.  True  of  Hampstead  offered  the 
prayer.  Bev.  Mr.  Parsons  of  Newbury,  Ms.  preached  from 
1st  Timothy,  1 :  2.    Rev.  D.  McGregore  of  Londonderry 

Eve  the  chflu^.  Rev.  Mr.  True  gave  me  Right  Hand.  We 
ve  no  records  of  the  church  to  which  to  refer  during  this 
earlv  period  of  its  existence.  But  it  appears  that  a  board 
of  Elders  was  diosen ;  that  catechetical  instruction  was  gener- 
ally attended,  and  that  the  institutions  of  reli^on  were  well 
sustained.  This  state  of  things  continued,  with  very  little 
to  interrupt  the  general  harmony,  tiU  the  exciting  period  of 
our  Revolution.  It  is  well  known  that  those  who  set  them- 
selves against  the  tide  of  patriotic  feeling,  at  that  crisis, 
became  very  unpnopular,  were  denominated  tories,  and  were 
viewed  as  enemies  to  the  country.  Mr.  Houston  espoused 
this  side  in  politics,  and  bein^  constitutionally  inflexiole,  he 
became  a  thorough  and  decided  loyalist.    This  course  gave 
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ttKAt  offence  to  Ins  people.  May  16, 171^,  we  find  tiie  M- 
towing  artide  in  the  warmnt  wr  town  meeting:  "To  see 
what  method  the  town  will  t^e  relating  to  Ber.  John 
Honston,  in  these  troublesome  times^  as  we  apprehend  his 
praying  and  preaching  to  be  calculated  to  intimidate  the 
minds  of  his  hearen  and  to  weaken  their  hands  in  defence 
of  their  just  rights  and  liberties,  as  there  seems  a  plan  to  be 
laid  hj  Parliament  to  destroy  both/'     He  now  ceased 

5 reaching  to  the  peojde,  but  his  pastoral  connection  was  not 
issolved  till  1778  as  appears  from  the  minutes  rf  Synod. 
For  some  years  after  he  occasionally  preached,  as  he  had 
opportunity,  particularly  in  Bamet,  Vt.  The  trials,  severe 
as  they  were,  through  which  he  passed,  did  not  crush  tis 
spirit,  though  they  may  have  rendered  more  repulsive  a  tem- 

S^mment  that  has  been  said  to  have  been  stem  and  rigid, 
e  no  doubt  felt  himself  injured.  Had  it  been  merely  his 
removal  as  minister  of  the  place,  he  could  not  complain, 
because  it  was  no  more  than  mignt  have  been  exnected  in 
such  times.  But  he  was  personally  abused,  ana  in  one 
instance  treated  in  a  manner  the  most  unjustifiable.  He 
died  Feb.  3, 1798,  aeed  75. 

After  the  dismissd  of  Mr.  Houston,  the  town  was  desti- 
tute of  a  settled  minister  for  nearly  thirty  years.  Durii^ 
this  long  period,  the  ^ple  hired  a  great  many  candidates 
and  preachers,  nrom  time  to  time,  among  whom  one  is  par- 
ticularly remembered,  Rev.  Wm.  PieHe,  a  native  of  Wales, 
who  supplied  the  longest  pjeriod. 

Sept.  6. 1804,  Rev.  David  McGregore  was  ordained  to  the 
pastoral  cnai^  of  the  church  and  congregation  in  this  town. 
During  the  long  intervid  of  decline  that  had  passed,  the 
cause  of  religion  had  ffreatly  suffered.  But  after  Mr.  Mc* 
Gregore's  settlement  the  religious  aspect  changes  for  the 
better.  Elders,  from  time  to  time  were  added  to  the  old 
Board ;  church  discipline  was  revived ;  additions  were  yearly 
made  to  their  number,  and  the  cause  of  piety  and  benevo- 
lence advanced  with  a  steady  progress.  In  1818,  there  was 
more  thui  ordinary  attention  to  religion,  and  on  Sabbath, 
May  31,  fourteen  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church. — 
April  17, 1825,  Mr.  McGregore  was  dismissed  at  his  own 
request,  bodily  infirmities  rendering  him  unable  to  attend  to 
the  duties  d  a  large  parish.  He  was  bom  in  Lond(mderry, 
being  grand-nephew  cf  Rev.  David  McGregore,  and  great 
ffrandson  of  Rev.  James  McGregore,  first  minister  in  Lon- 
donderry. Aflier  completing  his  collegiate  course  at  Dart- 
mouth, 1799,  he  devoted  himself  for  some  time  to  teaching 
school    He  was  three  times  married,  bat  left  no  tdiildren. 
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HiB  ordination  Bernqton  was  preached  by  Bev.  Dr.  Monifion 
of  Londondeny,  from  Ist  Timothy,  6 :  20 ;  with  whom  also 
he  studied  divinity.  In  the  early  part  of  his  ministry  he 
was  absent  from  his  people,  some  months,  on  a  missionary 
tour  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State.  The  following  anec- 
dote is  related  of  him  during  this  tour.  In  the  wild  and 
thinly  settled  country  near  the  White  Mountains,  he  arriv- 
ed, on  a  smnmer  evening,  after  a  toilsome  day's  journey  over 
a  mountainous  road,  at  a  rude  cabin  in  the  bosom  of  a  dark 
forest,  and  was  so  fatigued  that  he  immediately  retired  to 
bed,  knowing  nothing  of  the  inmates  of  the  house.  After  a 
season  of  sleep,  he  was  aroused  by  footsteps  in  the  house, 
and  b^  an  undertone  conversation  between  persons  in  an 
adjoining  room.  He  listened,  caught  here  and  there  a  word 
and  began  to  suspect  that  he  hsd  fidlen  into  bad  hands. 
Putting  himself  in  the  best  attitude  of  defence  in  his  power* 
he  lav  awake  the  rest  of  the  night.  Morning  dawned  ana 
foimd  him  safe.  On  rising,  he  soon  discovered  that  he  was 
with  a  very  poor  but  pious  family,  and  that  the  undertone 
talk  and  the  footsteps,  which  had  excited  his  suspicions, 
arose  from  their  ioy  at  seeing  a  missionary,  and  from  the 
preparations  they  had  made  in  the  night  to  sive  him  in  the 
momiiM;  the  best  reception  their  poverty  would  admit. 

Mr.  McGregore  made  himself  very  useful  after  his  dismis- 
sion, as  an  instructor  of  youth.  He  encouraged  many  to  get 
an  ^ucation,  who  owe  to  his  benevolent  interest  in  their 
welfare  mucn  of  their  subsequent  success  in  life.  He  was  a 
man  of  fine  social  qualities,  and  often  made  himself  very 
entertaining,  bv  his  powers  of  conversation.  In  1831,  he 
removed  to  Falmouth,  Me.,  where  he  engaged  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  learning  and  religion,  and  where  he  died  very 
suddenly,  Oct.  18.  1845,  aged  74. 

July  5,  1826,  Eev.  Thomas  Savage  was  installed  pastor 
of  the  church  and  congregation  by  tne  Londonderry  Presby- 
tery.   Rev.  Dr.  Whiton  of  Antrim   preached  from  Luke 
9 :  60 — "  But  go  thou  and  preach  the  kingdom  of  God." — 
He  had  been  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  without 
pastoral  charge,  by  the  Presbytery  oi  Mississippi,  August, 
1822,  and  preached  two  years  at  Baton  Bouge,  La.    He 
—  ^ —  -    Boston,  Sent.  2,  1793.    He  completed  his  colle- 
ct Harvara/  in  1813,  and  having  pursued  the 
)logy  for  some  time  at  Cambridge^  he  finished 
►n  under  the  care  of  the  Mississippi  Presbytery, 
ks  been  twice  married  and  has  five  children. 

jh  has  had  various  seasons  of  refreshing,  in 

which  additions  have  been  made  to  it.    The  year  1831  was 
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memorable  for  reTivals  throughout  the  land.  This  church 
partook  largely  of  the  influence,  and  in  September  of  that 
year,  ninety  one  united  with  the  church  at  one  communion. 
In  gubseauent  jjeriods,  there  have  been  seasons  of  religious 
interest,  by  which  the  church  has  been  strengthened  and 
ailai^ged.  During  the  last  thirty  years  there  have  been  add- 
ed by  letter  and  profession  three  hundred  and  fifty  members. 
Borne  have  gone  nrom  this  church  to  do  good  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country  and  the  world.  In  the  work  of  foreign 
missions,  in  the  ministry  at  home,  and  in  the  western  fields ; 
among  the  Indians  of  our  country,  and  among  the  sable 
children  of  Africa,  laborers  have  gone  forth,  who,  we  trust, 
will  meet  their  reward  in  heaven.  Of  male  members  of  the 
diurch,  eight  have  been  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  of 
female  members,  twelve  have  married  clergymen,  of  whom 
three  have  been  on  foreign  missions. 

With  regard  to  the  religious  character  of  its  people,  it 
may  be  said  that,  from  the  first,  they  have  been  distinguish- 
ed for  their  attachment  to  religious  institutions.  The  first 
settlers  were  under  the  necessity,  for  some  time,  of  attend- 
ing public  worship  at  Londonderry.  They  performed  the 
journey  on  foot,  and  ^neraUy  earned  one  or  two  children  a 
distance  of  twelve  miles.  Tlie  following  circumstance  has 
been  handed  down,  illustrative  of  the  general  r^ard  for  the 
sanctuary.  Bev.  Mr.  Houston  had  a  neighbor  with  whom 
he  was  not  always  on  the  best  terms.  One  Saturday  they 
met  and  had  some  sharp,  unneighborly  talk  together  about 
their  fences  and  cattle.  Some  townsmen  were  present  and 
heard  their  altercation.  On  the  next  day  (Sabbath)  Mr. 
R.,  the  neighbor,  was  punctually  at  meeting.  Some  of  the 
persons  who  had  witnessed  the  contest  on  the  day  before, 
looked  astonished  and  said, "  Mr.  R— we  thought  you  woula 
not  be  at  meeting  to-day  to  hear  your  neighbor  Houston 
preack  after  havmg  such  a  quarrel  with  lum."  Said  Mr. 
R.,  "I'd  have  ye  to  know,  if  I  did  quarrel  with  my  neighbor 
Houston  yesterdfiy,  I  did  not  quarrel  with  the  go^pjet" 

Various  causes  have  operated  of  late,  to  diminish  the 
church  in  number,  such  as  emigratiou  to  the  west — removal 
to  manu&cturin^  towns — deatns,  and  the  absence  of  any 
special  religious  mterest ;  but  there  is  a  general  state  of  har- 
mony, and  on  the  whole,  encouraging  prospects  for  the 
future.  The  present  number  of  the  churdi  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  seven  having  been  added  the  past  year.  Popula- 
tion in  1820, 1375 ;  in  1850, 1906. 
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BENNINGTON. 

Ret.  i.  WtfiToa,  D  J>. 

Incorporated  Dec.  15, 1842,  it  had  apopoktiom  of  153  in 
1820,  and  541  in  1850,  In  1839  on  the  mxth  day  of  Jvdy, 
there  was  a  church  organised.  Until  1841  tiM  dburch  wm 
supplied  bj  Rev.  Ebeneaer  Ool^nan.  Bev.  Albert  Hanson 
was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  Nov*  3cL  1841.  He  was 
a  native  (ji  St.  Armands,  Canada  East.  He  was  a  lawyet 
before  entering  the  ministry.  He  eraduated  at  Gilmanton 
Theo.  Seminary.  His  labors  were  olessed  to  the  building 
up  of  tbe  church  which  increased  to  neaily  seventy  membem 
under  his  ministry.  He  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request 
in  Hay  1850,  was  pastor  a  fbw  years  at  Bochester,  Vt.,  but 
has  since  removed  to  Iowa. 

Bev.  0.  N.  Bansom  followed  in  the  work  ci  the  miniBtry, 
and  continued  until  the  spring  of  1853,  when  he  removed  to 
Wesibrook,  Haine,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  ministe* 
rial  work.  From  the  time  of  his  departure,  Bev.  John  H 
Whiton,  D.D.  has  ministered  to  the  churck  which  now  num- 
bers £)rty  members.  And  happy  is  the  church  that  loves 
and  sustains  the  teachings  of  a  minister  of  Christ  who  has 
the  ^mered  fund  of  neaily  half  a  century  of  experience  in 
dealmg  with  the  souls  of  men.  and  who  must  este^n  him* 
self,  every  Sabbath,  uttering  nis  dying  counsels  in  relation 
to  the  way  of  life  eternal.  May  Smieon's  visk)n  be  the  joy 
of  this  a^  &ther  in  our  Zion,  ere  he  departs  from  mortal 
scenes. 


BBOOKLINE.* 

The  Coikr^tional  church  in  Brookline  was  oiganized 
Dec.  10, 1795,  composed  of  fifteen  members.  The  fi^t  pas* 
tor  at  the  church  was  Bev.  Lemuel  Wadswerth,  who  was 
ordained  Oct.  11, 1797.  Prior  to  this  date  there  had  been 
occasional  preaching  in  the  place,  small  sums  having  been 
raised  by  the  town  nom  time  to  time  for  that  purpose.  The 
eiu-ly  settlers  of  the  town  being  few  in  numbers  and  limited 
in  means,  and  unable  to  support  the  gospel  statedly  among 
themselves,  were  some  of  them  at  least  possessed  of  morsl 
worth,  and  were  in  the  habit  of  going  a  distance  from  five  to 
ten  miles  regularly  to  the  neighboring  towns  of  HoUis  and 

•  Sktiolibr  B«T.  n.  Goodwin,  late  pMior. 
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Pepperdl  to  worship  Gtod  on  the  Sabbath.  A  principal  part 
of  the  original  settlen  were  the  Scotch  Irish,  who  nere,  as 
elsewhere,  proved  valni^le  members  of  society  wid  of  the 
dinrch.  Arran^ments  were  made  as  early  as  the  year  1787 
to  build  a  Meeting-house,  yet  owing  to  tneir  scanty  means 
it  was  not  completed  till  abcmt  the  tune  of  Mr.  Wadsworth's 
settlement. 

The  conditions  of  his  settlement  were,  that  he  was  to  re- 
ceive £,  150  as  a  settlement  to  be  paid  in  three  annual  instal- 
ments, £60  88  an  annual  salary  for  three  years,  and  £70 
after  that  time.  Mr.  Wadsworth  was  bom  at  Stou^ton, 
Ms.,  March  9th,  1769 ;  graduated  at  Brown  college  in  rrov- 
idence,  1793.  He  secuml  and  maintained  the  confidence  of 
his  people,  and  remained  in  office  till  Nov.  25th,  1817,  when 
he  was  removed  by  death,  aged  forty  eight.  During  his 
miniatiy  nineteen  were  admitt^  to  the  church,  and  seventy 
four  persons,  all  in&nts  save  three,  were  baptized.  After  his 
death  the  church  was  destitute  of  a  pastor  mr  more  than  nine 
years,  during  which  time  a  certain  Dr.  Warren  was  employed 
to  supply  the  pulpit.  He  remained  two  years,  preaching  and 
practicmg  medicme.  He  produced  much  excitement,  and 
numbers  were  received  into  the  church  without  examination 
and  without  covenant,  which,  with  the  disorderly  conduct  of 
the  man,  noade  the  church  much  trouble,  when  by  the  advice 
of  neighboring  pastors,  the  church  adopted  the  measure,  in 
1821.  of  a  renewal  of  covenant,  no  lon^r  recognizing  as 
memoers  those  who  reftised  to  subscribe  the  covenant. 

The  second  pastor  ai  the  church  was  Bev.  Jacob  Holt,  a 
native  of  Andover,  Ms.,  bom  1780^jgaduated  at  Dartmouth 
1803,  who  was  ordained  Jan.  31, 18^,  and  resigned  in  1831. 
After  leaving  this  place,  he  resided  in  Ipswich,  where  he  died 
two  or  three  years  since.  Not  long  after  Mr.  Holt's  labors 
closed,  a  series  of  meetings  was  held  in  this  place  by  the 
tieighboring  pastors,  and,  as  the  happy  results,  thirty  four 
were  received  into  the  church  the  next  year  (1832.) 

After  some  temporary  supplies,  Bev.  Henry  E.  Eastman 
iras  invited  to  preach  as  a  candidate,  and  was  ordained  Dec. 
9th,  1835,  and  remained  about  two  years.  He  recently  died 
at  the  West  in  the  employ  of  the  American  Home  Mission- 
ary Society.  Before  Mr.  Eastman  left,  a  majoritv  in  the 
town,  being  opposed  to  orthodox  principles,  took  tne  Meet- 
ing-house away  from  the  church  and  societv,  and  employed 
a  Christian  preacher  to  supply  the  pulpit  by  the  jrear  with 
the  intention  that  he  would  exchange  with  Unitarians  and 
Universalists.  The  next  season  the  church  and  society  held 
fheir  meetings  at  tiiree  school  houses  in  rotation,  supplied 
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by  Bev.  E.  Hill  of  Mason ;  and  with  oonimendable  zeal  and 
nromptness  the  same  season  built  them  a  new  Meeting- 
nouse,  which  was  dedicated  by  appropriate  services^  Feb.  2?7, 
1839,  and  on  the  same  day  Rev.  Daniel  Groodwm,  having 
received  a  call  and  settlement,  was  ordained.  Mr.  Gk)odwin, 
a  native  of  Londonderry,  was  bom  Jan.  25th,  1809,  gradu- 
ated at  Dartmouth  1835,  and  at  Andover  1838.  Since  his 
ordination  forty  eight  persons  have  been  added  to  the  church, 
27  by  profession,  and  21  by  letter.  jFifty  six  have  re- 
ceived tne  ordinance  of  baptism,  sixteen  adults  and  forty 
infants.  Mr.  Goodwin  was  dismissed  in  1855.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  tell  how  many  have  been  connected  with  this  churcL 
The  records  are  very  miperfect.  The  present  number  is  sev- 
enty five.  The  church  has  for  quite  a  number  of  years  been 
aided  by  the  N.  H.  M.  S.,  and  weekly  prayer  meetings  and 
the  monthly  concert  are  sustained.  A  small  Christian  church 
was  formed  here  in  1837  or  1838,  which  for  a  year  or  twb  had 
constant  preaching.  That,  having  become  nearly  extinct  was 
succeeded  by  a  Methodist,  organized  in  1852 ;  since  which 
time  they  nave  had  preaching  in  the  old  Meeting-house. 
They  have  some  fifteen  members.  We  have  one  young  man 
in  college  studying  for  the  ministry.  Tears  distinguished 
by  revivals^  1851,  and  1842. 


DEERING. 

Rev.  Jamm  W.  PxBKivt. 

Deering  is  a  post-township  in  Hillsborough  county.  The 
first  permanent  settlement  was  made  in  1765,  and  it  was 
incorporated  in  1772,  receivii^  its  name  from  Gov.  John 
Wentworth  in  honor  of  his  wife,  whose  name  before  mar- 
riage was  Frances  Deering.  Its  population  at  the  last  census 
was  890.  The  character  of  the/r«^  settlers  of  this  town  had 
been  formed  under  the  influence  of  gospel  institutions,  as 
they  were  held  and  sustained  in  Londonderry,  Chester  and 
Amherst.  They  were  therefore  favorably  disposed  to  a  reg* 
ular  orthodox  ministry.  But  as  the  settle^lent  of  the  town 
advanced,  other  and  opposing  elements  bqgan  to  operate.— 
Hence  but  little  money  was  raised  annually  for  many  y^rs 
for  ministerial  labors ;  and  four  or  six  Sabbaths  preaching 
were  all  that  were  enjoyed  yearly  for  some  fourteen  years 
from  the  first  settlement  of  the  town ;  and  these  few  relk^ 
lous  services  were  held  in  private  houses  and  bams.  & 
1779,  the  town  passed  a  vote  "  to  settle  a  minister  at  a  con- 
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v^ent  season/'  But  no  minifiter  was  presented  with  a  call 
to  settle  among  them  for  ten  years  subsequent  to  this  vote. 
And  the  first  movement  on  record  in  respect  to  building  a 
house  of  worship  was  not  made  imtil  1780,  fifteen  years  aSler 
the  first  settlement  of  the  town.  Nothing  decisive,  however, 
waa  done  in  the  matter  until  1786,  when  the  town  voted  to 
build  a  house  55  feet  long,  45  feet  wide,  two  stories  high, 
with  a  convenient  porch  at  each  end.  But  the  frame  of  this 
proposed  house  was  not  erected  for  nearly  two  years,  and  two 
years  more  elapsed  before  the  pews  were  built  and  the  house 
put  in  a  suitable  condition  for  religious  meetings. 

The  first  church  in  town  was  organized  in  1789,  by  Eev. 
Solomon  Moore  of  New  Boston  and  Bev.  Jonathan  Bams  of 
Hillsborough,  and  adopted  the  Congregational  form  of  gov- 
ernment. It  was  constituted  of  nine  persons,  aU  males,  five 
by  letters  fix>m  other  churches  and  four  by  profession.  In 
the  same  month  in  which  the  church  was  formed,  the  town 
voted  to  extend  a  call  to  Eev.  Mr.  Qillet  "  to  settle  with 
them  in  the  capacity  of  a  gospel  minister ;"  proposing  to 
give  him  £  90  as  a  settlement,  and  to  pay  him  an  annualsal- 
ary  of  £,  65.  Whether  the  church  as  such  imited  in  this  call 
is  not  known.  Mr.  GiUet,  however,  did  not  accept  of  the 
call,  and  the  church  and  town  were  nearly  two  years  without 
a  minister.  The  form  of  church  government  was  then 
changed  to  Presbyterian  ;  and  the  same  year  the  town  voted 
to  give  the  Rev.  Daniel  Merrill  a  call ;  but  there  being  but 
a  majority  of  two,  the  call  was  either  not  presented,  or  if 
presented,  answered  in  the  negative.  The  church  did  not 
acquiesce  in  this  calL  Mr.  Merrill  was  employed  to  preach 
for  a  time,  and  either  during  his  labors  or  shortljr  after  they 
ceased,  there  was  umisiuil  attention  to  religion,  masmuch  as 
fifty  persons  in  the  course  of  twelve  or  eighteen  months 
united  with  the  churchy  most  of  whom  were  neads  of  fami- 
lies. They  were  exammed  and  propounded  previous  to  their 
admission.  After  five  years  experience  under  the  Presbyte- 
rian form  of  government,  the  church  resumed  the  original 
Oonffreeational  form.  This  was  done  because  it  appeared 
to  the  cnurch,  "  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  promoting 
peace  and  harmony  in  town."  Shortly  after,  in  1798,  the 
church  extended  a  caU  to  the  Rev.  Christopher  Page  to  set- 
tle among  them,  granting  *'  him  the  liberty  to  baptize  on  the 
half  way  covenant,  so  cafied.  In  this  call  the  town  united, 
and  voted  Mr.  Page  a  salary  of  £  70  and  25  cords  of  wood, 
or  £,  80  exclusive  of  wood,  at  his  option.  Mr.  Page  supplied 
the  pulpit  for  a  time,  but  did  not  accept  the  call.  The  year 
after  Mr.  Page  left,  the  town  voted  to  assess  9 100  "  to  hire 
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preaching/'  and  the  year  following  9 150  for  the  same  pnr^ 
pose.  wliether  this  money  was  e3n)ended  for  preaching  or 
not,  does  not  appear  from  the  church  or  town  records.  Mttt 
Mr.  Page  left,  till  1800,  the  town  did  not  enjoy  the  blessing 
of  a  preached  g08j>el  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  time.  In 
this  year  Mr.  David  Long  received  a  call  to  settle,  and'  did 
not  accept,  but  preached  for  a  few  months.  In  1801,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Sleigh  was  invited  by  the  town  io  become  their 
minister ;  but  the  church  was  opposed  to  his  settlement 
believing  him  to  be  "  unsound  in  nis  doctrinal  views,  and 
without  those  natural  and  acquired  abilities  which  were 
requisite  to  accomplish  him  for  the  work  of  the  gospel  min- 
istry." But  the  majority  of  the  town  were  deteimined  on 
effecting  his  settlement ;  accordii^y  throucfa  the  i^ncy  of 
certain  ministers,  another  church  was  formed,  and  Mr.  81e^ 
was  installed.  He  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request  in  1807, 
and  the  church  over  which  he  was  installed  soon  became 
extind.  The  old  orthodox  church,  during  this  time,  had 
occasional  preadiing  and  the  administration  of  the  Lord's 
supper,  ana  some  additions  were  made  to  it.  From  this 
period  up  to  1819,  when  the  "  Toleration  Act"  was  passed 
Dy  the  Legislature,  the  town  raised  small  sums  of  money 
yearly  to  "hire  preaching."  During  the  same  time,  Ae 
church  and  that  portion  of  the  people  sympathizing  wiA 
them,  enjoyed  preaching  a  part  of  the  time,  and  the  Lord's 
Supper  was  administers  once  or  twice  each  year.  Of  those 
who  labored  here,  was  Bev.  James  Richards,  afterwards  a 
Foreign  missionary.  Bev.  Jabez  Fisher  then  supplied  their 
pulpit  some  four  or  five  years,  and  a  revival  of  religion 
to  some  extent  was  enjoyed.  At  one  time,  fifteen  were 
admitted  to  the  church  by  profession.  From  the  dose  of 
Mr.  Fisher's  labors  there  were  only  irregular  and  inter- 
rupted supplies  up  to  1829. 

In  1829,  the  Rev.  Eber  Ohfld  was  installed  pastor  of  this 
church,  and  a  new  and  convenient  house  of  worship  was 
built.  At  his  own  request  Mr.  Child  was  dismissed  Feb. 
27, 1834  During  his  ministry  there  was  some  special  inter- 
est on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  twelve  persons  were  added 
to  the  church.  In  the  autumn  of  18^  the  Rev.  Peter 
Holt  commenced  his  labors  here,  and  closed  them  in  1840.— 
There  were  some  added  to  the  church  by  profession  under 
his  ministry.  In  1843  the  Rev.  William  Richardson  was 
installed.  He  was  dismissed  in  1847  at  his  own  request, 
made  in  conseouence  of  an  affection  of  his  eyes.  Some  con- 
versions and  auditions  were  made  to  the  church  during  his 
ministry.     The  Rev.  Edmund  Burt  then  labored  here  as 
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stated  sQPpfy  about  two  yeans.  The  three  following  years 
the  Bev.  William  Gale  acted  as  stated  supply.  Dunuff  his 
ministry  and  in  a  measure  by  his  perseveranoey  an  Acaaemy 
was  established,  which  has  already  been  highly  beneficial  U> 
the  young. 

Tne  Rev.  James  W.  Perkins  is  the  present  acting  pastor. 
His  ministij  here  commenced  June  1854.  The  records  of 
the  churdi  m  its  early  days  are  very  imperfect,  but  it  is 
known  that  in  those  days,  particularly,  infant  baptism  was 
practiced  almost  without  exception.  But  two  candidates 
for  the  ministry  have  been  fiimished  from  this  church.  Eev. 
Thomas  A.^Merrill,  D.D.  late  of  Middlebury,  Vt.,  an  emi- 
nent and  gp<lly  luan,  was  one  of  the  baptized  children  of  this 
church.  The  whole  number  of  members  of  the  church  from 
its  organization  is  179.  Present  number  36.  Salary  of  the 
pastor  is  9  400.  Less  than  one  half  of  the  population  is 
embracol  within  the  limits  of  this  parish  ;  and  the  average 
attendance  at  their  house  of  worship  is  onl^  about  100.  Sev-* 
eral  things  have  operated  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  this 
churcL  The  most  powerml  of  these  have  .been,  the  absence 
of  a  permanent  ministry,  the  early  influence  of  leading  men 
who  were  opposed  to  the  orthodox  system  of  religion,  and 
"the  geography  of  the  town, — the  central  portion,  where  the 
house  of  worship  has  from  the  first  been  located,  being  sepa- 
rated by  formidable  hills  from  many  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
have  been  better  convened  at  houses  of  worship  in  adjoining 
towns.  Judging  from  church  and  town  records,  there  is 
more  readiness  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  uie  ^spel 
now,  than  forty  years  ago^  and  much  less  open  wickedness. 
The  temperance  reformation  has  already  done  mudi  to  pro^ 
mote  the  momlity  and  temporal  interests  of  the  town. 


FRANCESTOWN. 

BeT.  Lathbop  Tatlok. 

Many  of  the  first  inhabitants  of  this  town  were  church 
members  when  they  immigrated,  but  had  no  churdi  oigani- 
zation.  The  settlement  of  the  town  commenced  in  1761,  by 
persons  from  Londonderry,  and  from  Dedham,  Ms.  and  its 
vicinity ;  the  former  were  rresbyterians,  the  latter ,were  Cc«a- 
fliegationalists ;  the  former  were  Scotch  Irish,  the  latter  were 
English.  In  1783  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  500 ;  i« 
1790  it  arose  to  980.  The  town  was  named  in  honor  of  thd 
wife  of  Oovemor  Went  worth.   Jan.  27ih9 1773,  that  portion 
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of  the  first  inhabitants  known  as  the  English  Society,  were 
organized  into  a  Congregational  church  by  Rev.  Samuel  Cot- 
ton of  Litchfield,  and  the  Rev.  Daniel  Wilkins  of  Amherst. 
They  were  declared  by  them  to  be  a  regular  church  of  Christ, 
and  the  covenant  which  they  adopted  was  signed  bj^  twelve 
men.  At  the  same  time  six  women  were  received  mto  ftdl 
communion,  constituting  a  church  of  eighteen  members. 
The  church  adopted  no  Confession  of  Faith  until  the  year 
1811.  At  the  same  time  there  existed  in  town  the  Presby- 
terian Scotch  Society.    When  it  was  organized  is  not  known. 

Seventeen  years  elapsed  before  the  settlement  of  a  pastor. 
The  town,  however,  employed  ministers  at  different  times  to 
preach  during  a  part  of  each  year.  July  2d,  1772,  in  less 
than  one  month  after  the  act  of  town  incorporation  was 
passed,  the  town  voted  £51  lawftd  money  for  preachinff,  and 
to  pay  the  cost  of  incorporation.  A  committee  was  diosen 
to  carry  this  vote  into  effect,  and  a  private  house  agreed 
upon  as  the  place  for  holding  meetings  for  the  first  three 
months.  At  the  same  meetings,  the  town  appointed  a  com- 
mittee "  to  center  the  town  and  to  pitch  upon  a  place  for  a 
Meeting-house  as  near  the  center  as  the  grounds  will  admit 
of."  The  following  month  the  town  contracted  for  building 
a  Meeting-house.  The  next  year,  Aug.  5th,  1773,  the  town 
voted  to  give  Rev.  Wm.  Balch  a  call  to  settle  in  the  minis- 
try, according  to  Presbyterian  rules.  He  declined  this  caD, 
but  preaching  was  still  enjoyed.  The  project  of  building  a 
Meeting-house  was  annually  considered,  but  the  house  was 
not  erected  till  1775,  and  was  not  covered  imtil  1778,  nor 
finished  until  1787.  This  enterprise  was  retarded  by  the 
demands  laid  upon  the  people  by  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
In  1779  Rev.  Mr.  Estabroots  was  employed  to  preach.  The 
next  year  he  was  invited  to  settle.  A  ministerial  lot  was 
purchased,  and  other  provision  made  for  his  temporal  sup- 
port ;  but  he  refused  settlement.  Efforts  were  subsequently 
made  to  settle  Rev.  Robert  Annan,  and  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Howe,  but  they  were  not  successful.  Jan.  11th,  1790,  the 
town  gave  Mr.  Moses  Bradford  a  call  to  settle  either  as  a 
Presbyterian  or  Congregational  minister  as  he  might  prefer. 
To  this  there  was  but  one  dissenting  vote.  He  accepted  the 
ddl.  He  was  a  Coi^regationalist  in  heart  and  in  theory ; 
he  was  therefore  settled  according  to  Congregational  usage, 
Sept.  8th,  1790. 

before  his  settlement  certain  matters  were  taken  up  and 
acted  upon,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Bradford,  preparatory  to 
his  usefulness  in  the  church  and  among  the  people.  The 
diurch  voted  to  receive  any  of  the  present  half  way  Covenant 
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members  who  desired  it  into  Ml  communion,  and  henceforth 
to  abolish  that  mode  of  admitting  members.  The  church 
also  voted  to  receive  all  those  Presbyterians  into  full  com- 
munion who  had  cooperated  in  calling  Mr.  Bradford,  and  all 
those  who  were  in  rail  communion  with  their  own  church, 
on  condition  of  their  submission  to  the  church  covenant  and 
discipline,  and  that  the  ordinances  should  be  administered 
statedly  according  to  the  directoiy  of  the  Presbyterian  Con- 
fession of  Faith.  The  Presbytenans  voted  to  come  into  the 
church  on  these  terms  ;  and  thus  all  the  professors  of  relig- 
ion in  town  were  united  in  the  same  Congr^ational  church. 
Bev.  Ebenezer  Bradford,  father  of  the  MStor  elect,  of  Old 
Rowley,  Ms.,  preached  tne  sermon  fix)m  feev.  2:  10.  During 
tiie  seventeen  years  previous  to  the  settlement  of  a  minister, 
eighty  four  persons  had  been  added  to  the  church.  Mr. 
Bradford  had  the  whole  town  for  his  parish,  nimibering  980 
souls.  No  other  denomination  was  in  the  field ;  none  en- 
tered it  during  his  ministry.  He  was  a  thorough  Calvinist 
in  his  theology.  All  his  reh^ous  opinions  and  principles  of 
action  were  uie  result  of  patient  and  thorough  investi^tion, 
and  he  maintained  them  with  masterlv  arguments.  He  was 
a  lucid  and  instructive  preacher  in  public  and  in  the  families 
of  his  charge ;  and  he  carried  with  him  in  his  views  the  mass 
of  the  people.  Under  his  ministry  there  were  frequent  sea- 
sons of  special  interest ;  and  some  of  them  were  of  great 
power.  He  continued  the  pastor  of  the  church  thirty  seven 
years.  During  his  pastorate  three  hundred  and  thirty  seven 
persons  were  admitted  to  church  membership,  an  average  of 
nine  each  jear ;  seventy  nine  were  received  m  1812,  and  in 
the  followmg  year  twenty  eight.  Before  his  settlement  the 
ordinance  of  Ibaptism  had  been  administered  to  two  hundred 
and  seventy  one  infants.  In  his  ministrv  he  baptized  nine 
hundred  and  fiftjr  children.  The  very  able  and  scriptural 
Confession  of  Faith  maintained  by  the  church,  also  impor- 
tant rules  and  regulations  for  governing  the  church  and  pre- 
serving sound  doctrine,  were  prepared  and  adopted  under  his 
care  and  were  mainly  his  own  composition.  His  ministry 
was  eminently  a  happv  and  prosperous  one  until  near  its 
close.  His  intellectual  faculties  began  to  decay  earlier  in 
life  than  is  common  to  most  men.  Difficulties  arose  that 
disturbed  his  peace,  and  he  was  urged  to  retire  fix)m  his 
office.  March  31st,  1826,  sixty  persons  having  formed  them- 
selves into  a  "  Calvinistic  Congr^ational  society,"  protested 
against  beingtaxed  for  his  support.  His  ministry  terminated 
Jan.  1st,  18^.  The  town  ^d  him  91000  to  relinquish  his 
cbdms  on  it  for  support.    J9e  remained  in  Francestown  a 
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few  years^  occasionaUy*preaduog  to  destitute  chuiches.  He 
then  removed  to  SunaerlandL  Ms.,  where  he  died. 

Nov.  7th,  1827,  Mr.  Austm  Richards,  of  Plainfield^  Ms., 
was  ordained  and  settled  as  pastor  cf  the  church.  His  set- 
tlement was  effected  by  the  Congregational  church  and  soci* 
ety,  the  town  no  longer  bearing  md  responsibility  oi  ilie  sup- 
port of  the  gospel  The  ordination  sermon  was  preadied  by 
Bev.  Nathan  Lord,  D.D.,  then  of  Amherst.  Mr.  Bichardis 
remained  here  nine  years,  and  the  church  enjoyed  great  pros- 
perity and  heartily  cooperated  with  other  Uhnstians  in  pro- 
moting the  various  objects  of  religious  benevolence.  Oct. 
20th,  1831,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  church:  ^^Besolved  that  no  person  shw 
hereafter  ue  permitted  to  become  a  member  of  this  church, 
.without  having  fifst  agreed  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  dis- 
tilled spirits  except  as  a  medicine^  and  to  use  all  suitable 
means  to  discourage  the  use  of  it  m  others."  This  resolu- 
tion, it  is  believed,  defines  the  position  of  most  of  the  diurch* 
es  in  the  State  at  the  present  time.  Some  of  the  most  pow- 
erful revivals  of  religion  the  church  has  ever  enjoyed  occurred 
during  this  ministry.  Sore  trials  at  length  befel  Mr.  Bich- 
ards  by  reason  of  difficulties  that  arose  in  the  church.  He 
was  influenced  by  these,  a^  well  as  bv  a  call  from  Olive  St. 
church,  Nashua,  to  ask  a  dismission,  which  took  place  Marcli 
10th,  1836.  Ihiring  his  ministry  three  hundred  and  twenty 
persons  unit^  with  the  church,  and  all  but  twenty  seven  of 
these  by  profession.  In  1828  the  number  that  professed 
religion  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  two  ;  in  18^1,  sixty 
two ;  and  in  1832,  forty  three  persons.  During  these  nine 
years  two  hundred  and  fifty  three  children  werel)aptised. 

Oct.  12th,  1836,  Bev.  Nathaniel  S.  Folsom  was  installed 
pastor.  He  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  Aug.  2l8t, 
1838.  He  was  soon  settled  in  Providence,  B.  I.,  wbsre  his 
stay  was  short.  He  afterwards  became  a  Unitarian*  Dur- 
ing his  ministry  twenty  two  persons  united  wiiJi  the  church, 
ei^teen  by  profession.  Thirty  nine  children  received  bap- 
tism. 

Bev.  James  B.  Davenport  was  installed  pastor  here  Mi^ 
15th,  1839.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Kev.  SUas  Aikin, 
D.D.,  then  of  Boston.  He  was  dismissed  bv  his  own  reouest 
Aug.  18th,  1842,  after  a  pastorate  of  about  three  years.  Dur- 
ing this  period  fifty  seven  persons  united  with  the  church, 
tlurty  two  bj  profession.  He  baptized  fort^  diildren.  Af- 
ter his  dismission  he  became  an  Episcopal  minister. 

Aug.  16Ui,  1843,  Bev.  Jonathan  Mc(^  was  installed  here. 
The  sermon  <m  the  occasion  was  preached  by  Bev.  A.  Blaa^ 
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AaatA  of  Lowell.  After  a  pastorate  of  about  seven  years,  on 
aooount  of  some  dissatisfaotion,  he  was  dismissed  Nov.  Sth^ 
1850,  by  bis  own  request,  and  in  accordance  with  a  condition 
of  settlement — six  months  notice  by  the  party  wishing  the 
connection  to  be  dissolved.  During  his  ministry  forty  four 
persons  were  admitted  to  the  church,  twenty  four  by  profes- 
sion, and  sixty  t^ree  children  were  baptized  during  this  time 
and  the  year  previous. 

Nov.  19th,  1861,  the  present  pastor,  Kev.  L.  Taylor,  just 
dismissed  from  the  Congregational  church  in  Springfield,  Vt., 
was  installed.  Sermon  by  Bev.  A.  Bichards  of  Nashua.  He 
has  been  pastor  four  years.  During  this  time  fortjr  eight 
persons  have  become  connected  with  the  church ;  thirty  six 
children  have  received  baptism.  During  these  four  years 
about  ?  2,000  have  been  contributed  to  the  various  benevo- 
lent objects.  There  is  but  one  religious  denomination  in 
the  town,  now  numbering  about  eleven  hundred  inhabitants. 
There  is  and  ever  has  been  a  good  state  of  morals  in  the 
town  and  remarkable  freedom  from  vice  and  crime. 

An  academy  of  high  standing  has  been  in  operation  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  and  has  aided  in  giving  to  the  church 
and  community  generally  an  intelligent  and  refined  charac- 
ter. 

The  church  from  Uie  b^inning  has  held  fest  the  form  of 
sound  doctrine  as  contained  in  the  "Assembly's  Catechism," 
ai»l  never  has  been  agitated  by  schismatic  influences,  nor 
vexed  by  new  theories  of  religion.  A  thorough  and  reform- 
atory discipline  has  always  teen  maintained.  Vital  godli- 
ness has  at  times  been  low,  but  there  has  be^en  generally  a 
fkl  d^ree  of  the  spirit  and  power  of  religion  in  tne  church, 
prayer  meeting  has  been  sustained  for  a  very  long  seri^ 
of  years,  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  has  often  been  attended 
by  hundreds  at  a  time.  The  cnurch  enlisted  in  the  Sabbatii 
wjhool  enterprise  in  the  earliest  history  of  that  institution. 

The  first  Meeting-houBe  that  was  built  was  torn  down  a»d 
another  built  in  its  place  in  the  year  1801.  In  1834  that 
house  was  turned  around,  enlar^  and  beautified  at  an  ex- 
pense of  f  4,000.  The  nouse  nas  ever  been  consecrated  to 
an  orthodox  religion.  The  society  purchased  it  of  the  town 
and  for  many  years  has  had  the  entire  control  of  it. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  admitted  to  the  church  is 
926  during  the  eighty  one  years  of  its  existence.  About  7S5 
cf  these  have  joined  by  profession ;  416  or  more  of  these  per- 
sons have  dieo.  Only  two  survive  who  were  members  of  the 
ofcureh  when  Mr.  Bradford,  iJae  first  minister,  was  settled ; 
188  have  been  dismissed  and  12  h&ve  been  excommunicated ; 
12 
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1642  children  have  reoeived  baptism.  Under  the  means  of 
grace  here  enjoyed  seven  ministers  have  been  raised  up,  and 
all  but  two  were  members  of  this  church,  viz. :  Moses  Wil- 
son, Ebenezer  Everett,  Samuel  Bradford,  Moses  Bradford, 
Ebenezer  Bradford,  Benjamin  Burge,  Trask  Woodbury. 
There  have  also  been  seven  ministers'  wives  trained  up  here. 
At  present  there  are  100  persons  in  town  who  do  not  attend 
public  worship.  The  average  attendance  upon  the  Sabbath 
worship  is  about  500.  Alx)ut  300  persons  are  connected 
with  tne  Sabbath  School  The  whole  number  of  church 
members  is  310. 


GOFFSTOWN.* 

Rev.  E.  H.  RicHAKMOH. 

A  church  was  early  plt^ited  here,  and  has  partaken  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  people.  A  large  part  of  the  town  was 
originally  covered  with  valuable  timber.  Here,  in  the  Pis- 
catoqua  and  Merrimack  rivers,  were,  anciently,  some  of  the 
best  fishing  grounds  in  the  State,  and  a  favorite  resort  of  a 
principal  tribe  of  Indians  in  this  region.  Lumbering  and 
nshing,  therefore,  were  the  main  business  of  the  early  inhab- 
itants. The  use  of  intoxicatii^  drinks  was  common.  Intel- 
l^nce,  industry  and  good  orcfer,  were  not  prominent  char- 
acteristics of  tne  place.  The  first  settlement  of  the  town 
dates  back  as  far  as  1741  or  '42.  It  was  incorporated  in 
1761.  The  first  tax  was  assessed  upon  fifty  three  persons. 
Small  appropriations  for  preaching  were  usually  made  annu- 
ally. 

But  there  were  two  religious  interests  among  the  people. 
A  portion,  mostly  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  were  of  the 
Londonderry  stock,  and  favorea  Presbyterianism ;  another 
larger  portion  were  Con^r^tionalists.  A  house  of  worship 
was  erected  in  1768,  and  from  year  to  year  something  was 
done  towards  its  completion.  The  year  following,  "the  pew 
ground,"  as  it  was  called,  upon  which  each  might  construct 
his  own  pew,  was  sold  at  public  auction.  The  avails  were 
appropriated  to  finishing  the  body  of  the  house.  In  1769 
the  town  extended  a  cfdl  to  Rev.  Joseph  Currier  to  settle 
with  them  in  the  gospel  ministry.  This  call  he  declined. 
It  was  renewed,  however,  and  he  was  ordained  Oct.  30, 1771. 
Emerson  of  Hollis,  True  of  Hampstead,  Merrill  of  Plaistow, 
were  in  the  ordaining  counciL    Hence  we  date  the  organiza- 

•  Sketoh  by  Rer.  J.  Wilier,  (bnom  ptftor. 
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tion  of  the  Congregational  church.  Ajjainst  his  settlement 
thirty  seven  men  remonstrated,  declaring  themselves  to  be 
Presbyterians  and  determined  not  to  pay  towards  his  sup- 
port. Of  his  ministry  we  have  no  reconis.  He  was  dismiss- 
ed August  29^  1774^  by  mutual  consent,  without  a  council. 
The  cause  assigned  m  the  records  of  the  town,  was  intem- 
perance. From  this  time  the  iown  was  without  a  minister 
seven  years.  Money  was  frequently  raised  for  preaching, 
and  divided  between  the  two  societies.  In  1781  the  Con- 
gregational and  Presbyterian  societies  were  distinctly  incor- 
porated— the  latter  consisting  of  fifty  six  members. 

The  Congr^ational  society  this  year  extended  a  call  to 
.  Bev.  Comefius  Waters  and  he  becaune  their  pastor.  They 
offered  him  a  settlement  of  £  100  and  a  salary  of  £70  per 
annum,  for  the  first  five  years  ;  afterwards  he  was  to  receive 
£80  per  year.  With  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Waters,  were 
associated  good  men  in  maintaining  the  order  of  Gt)d's  house. 
But  difficmties  increased  until  in  the  early  part  of  1795  the 
pastoral  relation  was  dissolved.  During  his  ministry  fifty 
seven  were  received  to  the  church,  thirty  three  of  whom  had 
taken  "the  half  way"  covenant  upon  them. 

The  Presbyterian  church,  during  this  time,  had  more  or 
less  preaching  each  year  in  private  houses  and  in  bams,  but 
never  had  a  house  of  worship  nor  a  settled  minister.  In  the 
autumn  of  1801  Rev.  David  L.  Morrill  was  invited  to  settle 
in  the  ministry  in  the  place.  Both  societies  united  in  his  sup- 
port, and  the  church  assumed  the  jiatne  of  the  Congregation- 
al Presbyterian  churcL  He  was  ordained  March  3, 18(KJ. 
He  was  to  receive  9300  settlement  and  9300  salary.  In 
1806  the  Presbyterians  withdrew,  and  the  ConCTegationaUsts 
assumed  the  support  of  the  ministry.  Mr.  Morrill's  active 
services  as  pastor  terminated  by  mutual  consent  in  1809  on 
account  of  iU  health.  He,  however,  continued  his  relation 
to  the  church  and  acted  as  their  moderator  until  1811,  when 
he  was  formally  dismissed  and  recommended  to  the  fellow- 
shij)  of  the  churches.  The  number  admitted  to  the  church 
duriuj^  Mr.  Morrill's  ministry  was  thirty  two.  The  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel  was  enjoyed  by  this  people  more  or  less 
each  year,  mnle  they  were  without  a  pastor,  for  more  than 
ten  years.  Mr.  Morrill  oft^n  officiated  in  services  of  this 
kind  and  was  an  instrument  of  good  to  the  church  for  many 
years.  At  different  times  he  was  employed  in  various  civil 
afbirs,  as  Representative  of  the  town.  Senator  in  Congress, 
and  Governor  of  the  State.  In  1816  a  society  was  organized 
for  the  support  of  the  institutions  of  religion  in  the  town, 
called  the  Keligious  Union  Society.    A  new  and  spacious 
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faouae^f  worship  wm  ereoted  in  tiie  wert  village,  and  from 
this  time  ^e  meetings  were  held  two-thiida  of  the  time  in 
the  new  house,  and  one-third  in  the  dd  house  in  tiie  center 
c^  the  town.  In  the  winters  of  1818-19  a  religious  intei^ 
was  awakei^  in  the  minds  of  a  large  niuuber  of  prisons  in 
oonnection  witii  the  preaching  of  I^y.  Abel  Manning,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  following  year  sixty  five  persons  w^re 
added  to  this  th^i  feeble  church.  It  was  the  first  extensive 
revival  ever  enjoyed  in  the  place.  It  is  in  the  memories  of 
those  now  living  that  there  were  a  few  women  then  living, 
whose  perseveriujg  prayers,  in  the  midst  of  great  obstacles, 
were  answered  in  this  revival  of  religion.  It  is  said  that 
"they  prayed  it  into  existence." 

'Rev.  Benjamin  H.  Pitman  was  settled  as  pastor  of  the 
church  in  1820,  for  the  term  of  five  years.  During  this 
period  there  were  received  to  the  church  by  letter  and  other- 
wise, twentv  three  persons.  In  1820  a  Baptist  church  was 
formed  in  this  town  which  has  been  sustained  with  a  good 
dj^ree  of  interest.  There  has  been  a  succession  of  pastors 
wm)  have  labored  with  !much  success.    In  1822  the  Beli- 

S'ous  Union  Socie^  in  this  place  received,  by  the  will  of  the 
te  ThiHnas  W.  Thompson,  about  170  acres  of  land,  tiie 
avails  of  which  were  to  m  for  the  support  of  a  Congregation- 
al minister. 

Bev.  Henry  Wood  was  settled  in  the  ministry  in  Iby 
1826.  and  a  reli^ous  interest  was  soon  inanif^t  among  the 
people  and  ccmtmued  mai^y  months.  Laige  additions  were 
made  to  the  church.  In  1831  a  revival  of  religion  was  a^in 
experienced  by  this  church.  Near  the  close  of  this  yew,  Ifa. 
Wood,  at  his  own  request,  was  dismissed.  Durine  his  min^ 
istry  of  a  little  more  than  five  years,  there  were  added  to  tibe 
chinrdi  one  hundred  fifty  two  members.  Bev.  Daniel  Stow* 
ell  immediately  succeeded  to  the  ministry  of  the  place, 
receiving  ordination  by  tiie  same  council  which  dismissed 
Mr.  Wood.  During  Ins  ministry  of  five  years,  sixty  ei^ 
members  were  received  to  the  diurch. 

In  the  autumn  of  1837,  Bev.  Isaac  Willey  was  installed 
pastor  of  the  church.  In  consequence  of  the  increase  oi 
population  in  the  west  piuii  of  the  town,  and  the  inconven- 
i«[ice  of  sustaining  meeting  in  two  places,  the  majority  of 
the  people  decided  on  sustaming  worship  in  one  place — tiie 
west  village.  But  a  minority,  to  the  nimiber  of  sixty  four 
members  of  the  church,  living  in  the  center,  and  in  th^  east 
part  of  the  town,  petiticmed  to  be  dismissed  for  the  purpose  of  ^ 
forming  a  new  church  and  <^  sustaining  worship  in  the  center 
o[  the  town.    The  chundi  voted  its  readiness  to  giant  the 
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above  petition.  Bni  after  ^rec&ag  a  new  houoe  in  the  center 
of  the  town  and  making  other  efforts,  it  was  jndged  adyis- 
aWe,  boUi  by  the  petitioners  and  by  the  church,  that  they 
dioald  continue  united  and  woiidiip  as  in  former  years  m 
the  two  parts  of  the  town. 

In  this  church  l^re  was  one  of  the  first  decisions  in 
r^ard  to  ihe  oriminaUty  of  retailing  intoxicatinff^drmks,  in 
tfc^  case  of  one  of  its  deacons  Tdio,by  tl^  advice^  a  com»nl, 
was  excluded  for  this  offence. 

In  the  banning  of  1841  a  woman,  in  the  chamcter  of  a 
preacher,  came  into  the  place  and  held  meetings  almost  Clai- 
re. ^  Her  hearers  mcreased  imtdl  the  large  church,  hxddiii^ 
nearly  1000  persons,  was  filled.  She  professed  no  conneo* 
ikm  with  any  existkiff  church,  and  was  sostadned  fi>r  a  time 
by*  persons  who  had  been  excluded  from  the  Gongre^tiomi 
8D£E  Baptist  churches.  It  is  a  fiiet  worth  recording,  that  in 
the  fi^Uowing  enprin^  more  than  one  half  of  the  voters  in 
town,  and  ineanj  all  those  who  had  never  been  willing  to 
support  any  other  preacher,  came  into  her  support.  A  num*- 
b^  of  persons  who  had  nmde  a  profession  of  piety  hoMy, 
were  dmwn  off  fi»m  each  of  the  churches.  The  excitement 
oeoasioned  by  her  preaching,  after  a  few  months  declined, 
and  no  considerabto  good  has  been  discovered  as  the  result 
of  her  labors.  After  a  time  she  ^couraged  the  few  followers 
who  adhered  to  her  to  become  oiganized  into  a  Methodist 
diureh.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  church  of  tiiat  order  in 
tovm.  In  1845  a  new  house  of  worship  was  erected,  so 
located  as  best  to  accommodate  the  members  of  the  Congre* 

fitional  society — an  event  most  important  fer  its  interests, 
or  about  thirty  yeais  tl^  members  of  this  society  had  suf- 
fered the  inconvenience  and  embiurrassinent  of  two  places  of 
worehii),  tluee  miles  apart. 

In  the  following  year  the  dwelling  house  of  the  pastor  of 
this  chureh,  and  dl  that  was  connected  with  it,  was 
burned  to  the  ground,  and  he  and  his  fitmil^,  ten  in  number, 
were,  in  a  siii^e  hour  in  the  dead  of  mgjit,  left  without 
shelter,  fi>od,  and  almost  without  clothing.  To  the  honor 
of  the  sospel  which  he  was  proclaiming  in  difficult  circum^ 
stances,  ne  was  aUe  to  record  in  the  religious  paper  of  the 
State,  a  ^mt  montiis  after,  that  by  the  liberality  of  the  min- 
isters of  the  Stalte  and  other  Christian  fiiends,  his  loss  was 
in  value  made  up  to  him. 

The  pastorate  of  Mr.  Willey  was  somewhat  longer  than 
that  of  any  of  Ins  predecessors^  and  was  attended  with  notic- 
ing l66»  of  trial  am  of  difficulty.  For  ten  years  previous  tO' 
his  settlement  the  chureh  had  enjoyed  an  unusual  degree  of 
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prosperit]^— not  Iobs  than  220  persons  had  within  this  time 
been  received  to  its  communion,  and  not  always  with  the 
care  and  discrimination  which  age  and  experience  would 
have  dictated.  The  influence  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
neighboring  cities  of  Nashua  and  Manchester  was  felt,  in 
drawing  away  the  population  of  the  town  and  ofbentimes 
the  better  portions  of  it.  At  the  commencement  of  Mr. 
Willey's  labors  the  church  consisted  of  something  more  than 
250  members.  In  the  course  of  the  fifteen  years  and  a  little 
more  of  his  ministry,  about  80  died,  as  many  more  were  dis- 
missed, 20  left  in  an  informal  manner,  and  15  were  excluded. 
In  this  time  52  were  added  to  the  church, — Cleaving  at  the 
close  of  his  ministry  107  members. 

Bey.  Elias  H.  Bichardson  was  settled  as  pastor  of  this 
church  and  people  in  1854  and  with  better  prospects  of  use- 
ftdness  and  of  support  than  most  of  his  predecessors.  May 
the  chapter  next  to  be  written  in  the  history  of  this  church, 
be  a  record  of  it«  prosperity  and  of  the  displays  of  the  grace 
of  God  among  this  people. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  institutions  of  religion  have 
received  but  a  feeble  support  in  this  town.  This  was  not 
for  want  of  ability.  And  while  concentrated  effort  has  been 
hindered  by  the  feet  that  there  have  been  three  villages  in 
town ;  vet,  want  of  love  for  gospel  truth  has  been  the  main 
reason  for  this  feeble  support.  Habitual  attendants  on  pub- 
lic worship  in  town  have  probably  never  equaled  one  half  of 
the  population^  and  usually,  not  one-third.  In  the  frequent 
removes  of  mmisters,  whicn  have  occurred  here,  (none  ever 
having  died  in  the  place,)  the  cause  has  usually  been  the 
want  of  an  adequate  support.  In  this  place  as  in  many  oth- 
ers in  our  State,  in  times  past,  the  people,  after  having  been 
destitute  of  the  ministry  for  a  time,  and  having  felt  their 
wants  in  this  respect,  have  roused  themselves  and  raised  a 
salary  upon  paper.  Then  they  have  held  out  great  encour- 
agement of  usefulness  and  supjjort  to  a  young  minister.  He 
has  come  among  them  with  nigh  hones.  But  after  a  time 
one  and  another  has  become  dSsatisned  with  his  ministry, 
and  before  he  is  aware  he  finds  himself,  as  to  a  support, 
resting  upon  a  sandy  foundation.  This  result  must  be 
r^arded,  sometimes,  as  incidental  to  the  voluntary  system 
of  supporting  the  gospel  practiced  among  us,  (and  we  would 
have  no  other,)  but  the  habits  of  the  people  differ  widely  in 
different  places.  A  young  man  seeking  permanency  in  the 
ministry,  will  do  well  to  look  to  this  point.  And  the  people 
will  do  well  to  remember  that  in  cherishing  their  pastors 
they  benefit  themselves. 
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Cknnparatively  few  have  been  ready  to  aid  liberally  in  the 
mpport  of  religious  institutions  here,  but  they  have  been 
the  means  of  good  to  the  place,  which  cannot  now  be  told, 
bat  for  which,  posterity  will  remember  them  with  gratitude. 

The  history  ot  this  ohurch  and  society  from  the  beginning, 
diows  that  the  main  source  of  their  difficulties  has  been  the 
use  of  intoxicating  drinks.  Few  places  have  suffered  more 
in  this  respect.  Sut  for  the  past  twenty  five  years  the 
church  has  oeen  a  barrier  to  the  prepress  of  this  evil.  She 
has  not  been  loved  by  those  who  have  been  ensiled  in  the 
traffic  of  the  article  or  in  the  habitual  use  of  it.  In  one 
instance,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  her  house  of  worship  was 
set  on  fire  by  one  who  desired  to  &tten  upon  the  spoils  of 
the  people  and  whose  inicjuitous  work  she  exposed.  In  the 
midst  of  all  these  opposing  influences  this  church,  though 

Enerally  feeble,  has  nitherto  lived,  and' for  many  years  past 
«  been  making  advances.  Gk)d  has  not  forsaken  her. — 
Kanv  have  here  been  trained  for  heaven.  There  their  praises 
will  be  to  Him  who  has  ^^wrought  aU  their  works  in  them." 


GREENFIELD. 

The  town  of  Greenfield  was  incorporated  in  1791.  The 
early  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  disposed  in  the  outset  to 
avaji  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  institutions  of  reli- 
|;ion,  and  those  of  them  who  were  members  of  churches 
m  the  places  whence  they  removed,  in  the  same  year  the 
town  was  incorporated,  entered  into  solenm  covenant  with 
each  other  for  that  object.  In  1792,  Sept.  7th,  nineteen 
individuals,  members  of  churches  abroad,  with  eight  others 
residents  in  the  place,  on  profession  of  their  feith,  were  by 
an  ecclesiastical  council  called  for  the  purpose,  organized 
into  a  Gon^egational  church.  Thus  early  embodied  in  a 
church,  their  object  was  to  secure  to  themselves  and  those 
connects  with  them  the  privileges  of  the  sospel  ministry, 
and  for  several  years  they  nad  the  services  of  one  or  more  to 
laborwith  them  in  that  capacity.  May  6th,  1799,  the  church 
extended  a  call  to  Mr.  Timothy  Clark  to  settle  with  them  in 
the  gospel  ministry,  the  society  concurring  with  the  action 
of  uie  churcbj^  Mr.  Clark  having  given  an  affirmative 
answer  to  the  call,  was,  on  Jan.  1, 1800,  hy  an  ecclesiastical 
council  r^ularlv  constituted,  by  ordination,  pastor  of  the 
church.  Mr.  Clark's  ministry  continued  till  May  1811,  when 
he  was  r^nlarly  dismissed  from  his  pastoral  churge.    On  the 
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401  of  Nov.  1811,  the  chmch  inTited  Mr.  John  Walker  to 
l^ecome  their  pastor,  and  requested  the  town  to  coneur  m 
their  doin^  He  was  ordained  Feb.  5, 1812,  and  was  f^u- 
Lurljr  dismissed  in  July  1822.  During  the  first  year  of  nis 
ministry  there  was  an  interesting  worK  of  ^prace.  An  oppo- 
sition ak  length  arose  against  him,  with  which  a  large  minoi^ 
ity  were  so  much  griev^  that  they  went  to  the  Fresbyteriaa 
church  in  Peterborough,  and  were  constituted  a  branch  of 
that  church.  Mr.  mdker  now  preaches  in  Yeimcmt.  He 
is  still  ingorous  and  active,  although  past  71  years  of  age. 

Bev.  Frs^cis  Danforth  was  ordamcd  here  June  11, 1823, 
and  remained  nearly  eig^t  years, — ^was  dismissed  in  A^ril 
1831.  ^ 

EVANOELICAL  CHUBOH. 
Rev.  Jo]fATaAir  McGbb. 

Jan.  8, 1834,  the  Gre^ifield  branch  of  the  Peterboitm^ 
church,  which  had  only  enjoyed  occasional  preaching,  and  the 
Congregational  church,  united  in  a  mixed  form  of  govern- 
ment under  the  title  JEvangdical  Church.  Into  this  church 
entered  the  whole  of  the  rresbyterians  and  nearly  all  the 
GongregationaUsts.  In  July  1834,  this  church  extended  a 
call  to  Mr.  Ezra  Jones,  then  a  member  of  Andover  theo- 
logical seminarjr,  and  a  ^nduate  of  Middlebury  college,  and 
by  an  ecclesiastical  council  he  was  set  apart  to  the  work  of 
^e  Christian  ministry  with  this  people,  on  the  18th  of  Sep^ 
tranber.  May  22, 1838,  he  was  rej^ilarly  dismissed.  Bev. 
David  Page  Smith  commenced  his  labors  as  stated  supply 
wdth  this  church  Oct.  1, 1839,  and  served  them  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  April  1845,  wh^  the  church  invited  him.  to 
become  their  pastor.  He  was  installed  Majr  8, 1846.  He 
continued  his  labors  with  the  church  until  his  Master  called 
him  away  by  death,  Oct.  1,  1850, — having  served  the  church 
as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  just  eleven  years.  For  tJuee 
months  succeeding  the  deoease  of  Mr.  Smith,  his  vacant  pulpit 
was  supplied  by  tne  ministers  of  the  Association  to  whieh 
he  beloikged. 

Biev.  tfonathan  McGlee  commenced  labor  with  this  church 
as  stated  supply  Jan.  1, 1851^  and  has  sermL  the  churoh  in 
that  capacity  to  the  present  tmne. 

At  different  times  during  the  preceding  wnistciee.  iiiere 
have  been  seasons  <^  greai;  religious  interest,  when,  tWorik 
the  riches  of  divine  gracQ,  souls  have  been  brought  into  wb 
kingdom  of  tiie  Redeemer,  bv  whidi  the  churdi  has  bem 
retesked  and  invi^oratad.    Their  rasulbs  and  exteat  cannot 
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fee  fuUjr  known.  TUs  ckoroh  has  no  paisonage  and  no  ftinds 
for  the  mpport  of  the  goqpeL  About  a  W^red  dollars  is 
ibe  amount  siven  annually  £»  ben^olent  purposes.  A  lai^ 
Bn^rtion  of  the  popukition  connected  with  the  Evangelic^ 
Society  attend  puUic  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  ,  The  society 
embraces  less  tnan  h^  of  tke  population  of  the  town. — 
Present  number  of  members  of  the  church  134.  The  ordi- 
aaoee  of  iio&aii  baptism  is  obeenred  and  appreciated  as  a 
divine  ordinance,  for  many  years  past,  great  faumony  has 
existed  between  the  members  of  the  church  aaid  in  the  soci- 
ety connected  with  them.  The  monthly  and  Sabbath  School 
ootMerts  have  been  regularly  observed. 

FUST  0ONGBSOATK)NAL  CHURCH. 
lUr,  J.  LsBosQcsT. 

The  movement,  which  is  detailed  in  the  preceding  article, 
left  but  a  small  remnant  of  the  old  church.  This  remnant 
was  re-organiiaed^  Nov.  19th,  1S39,  havii^  the  same  creed 
and  covenant  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  church  in  the 
days  of  the  iithers,  with  the  addition  of  the  temperance 
idedge.  In  the  re-organimtion,  the  late  Bev.  Isaac  Robinson, 
ty.D.y  of  Stoddard,  aad  Rev.  Humphrey  Moore,  D.D.,  were 
prominent  actors.  The  day  following  the  re^organisation  of 
tbe  churchy  Nov.  20th,  1839,  Rev.  Bancroft  Fowler  was  in- 
stalled as  its  pastor.  Subsequently,  John  Savage  (now  de- 
ceased) and  Oliver  Holt  were  chosen  deacons.  Oliver  Holt, 
Alaaham  Whittemore  and  William  Savage  2d,  hold  the 
same  office  at  the  present  time. 

It  is  but  just  to  put  upon  record  tiie  fact  liiat,  soon  after 
the  settlement  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fowler,  a  long  series  of  dissen- 
sions, which  had  produced  a  most  unhappy  influence  in  the 
plaoe,  came  to  an  end.  A  minute  account  of  these  dissen- 
aons  would  make  a  vdwme  ;  and  it  would  be  as  uninterest- 
ing as  unprofitable,  while  it  is  a  matter  of  thankfulness  that 
a  good  deg'ee  of  peace  and  harmony  now  exists  in  the  town. 
Rev.  Mr.  Fowler  was  dismissed  April  22d,  1845.  After  his 
dismission,  the  pulpit  was  suppU^  for  a  year  by  Rev.  Amzi 
Jones.  Subsequently,  Rev.  Noah  Emerson  was  employed  as 
stated  supply,  whose  labors  with  this  church  commenced  in 
the  autumn  of  1846,  and  closed  in  April,  1849.  From  this 
last  date  till  the  present  time.  Rev.  John  LeBosquet  has 
been  the  actii^  pastor  of  this  church. 

The  Conffregadional  churdi  has  for  its  plaee  of  worship, 
^^  the  Old  Meeting-house."  This  edifice  (the  one  which  had 
pnefUKuly  been  occupied  having  bean  feund.  inoraveniently 
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small)  was  erected  in  1795.  It  is  of  am^le  dimensions.  In 
July,  1852,  after  having  been  fitted  np  m  a  style  both  ele- 
gant and  commodious,  the  upper  part  was  re-dedicated  to 
the  worship  of  the  Father^  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  In  the 
autumn  of  1849  a  revival  of  religion  was  ei^yed  in  this 
place,  during  which  about  fifty  souls  were  hopefully  con- 
verted ;  twenty  ei^t  of  whom  became  connected  with  this 
church.  The  present  number  of  members  is  103.  Whole 
nimiber  fix)m  re-organization,  135.  Infant  baptisms  since 
the  same  period,  36. 

The  congregation  averages  about  150 ;  and  there  are  300 
who  may  be  considered  as  belonging  to  this  parish,  and  who 
attend  public  worship  when  it  is  practicable.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  town  is  7l6,  and  it  has  not  increased  for  many 
years ;  and  the  number  who  attend  public  worship  is  about 
the  same  as  it  was  forty  years  ago ;  and  it  is  behoved  that 
the  moral  condition  of  the  place  is  as  good  as  at  any  former 
period.  Connected  with  this  church,  is  a  Sabbath  school 
avera^g  one  hundred  members.  A  weekly  prayer  meeting 
and  the  monthly  concert  of  prayer  are  sus^ned  with  some 
interest.  The  contributions  to  benevolent  objects  amount 
to  about  one  hundred  dollars  annually.  Three  men  ftojn 
this  place  have  been  furnished  to  the  gospel  ministry — two 
of  them  being  fix)m  this  church ;  one  member  of  this  church 
is  now  preparing  for  the  sacred  office.  One  lady  from  this 
place  has  been  for  several  years  a  useM  member  of  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  mission.  This  society  has  a  convenient  parson- 
age. The  salary  c^  the  present  minister  is  four  hundi^  dol- 
lars. The  Evangelical  and  Congregational  are  the  only  re- 
ligious societies  in  town. 

Without  funds  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  and  weak- 
ened by  frequent  dismissions  to  churches  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  this  church  is  strU^ling  forward,  animated  by  the 
hope  of  having  some  small  ware  in  the  labors  and  victories 
of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 


HANCOCK. 

Rev.  AsAHXL  Bi«JCLow. 


This  town  was  first  settled  in  1765 ;  it  was  incorporated 
in  1779.  June  19,  1788,  members  of  various  churches, 
residing  in  the  town,  met  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
being  organized  as  a  church,  and  agreed  to  take  measures 
for  that  purpose.    In  pursuance  of  this  agreemmt  a  coondl 
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was  convened  on  the  28th  day  of  August,  1788,  and  proceed- 
ed to  constitute  a  church  consisting  of  ten  male  and  seven 
female  members.  Thirty  one  persons  united  with  the 
church,  after  its  organization,  before  the  settlement  of  a 
pastor. 

October  5,  1790,  the  church  invited  Mr.  Beed  Paige  to 
become  their  pastor.  Mr.  Paige  signified  his  acceptance 
of  this  invitation^  and  was  ordained  Sept.  20, 1791.  Rev. 
Mr.  Paige  died  July  22, 1816,  in  the  5lst  year  of  his  age, 
having  Seen  pastor  of  the  church  twenty  four  years  and  ten 
months.  He  was  thoroughly  evangelical  in  sentiment,  and 
an  able  preacher.  During  his  ministry  148  persons  were 
added  to  the  church.  The  most  received  in  any  one  year 
was  21  in  1816,  the  year  of  his  death.  There  were  281  children 
baptized,  and  ei^ht  adults.  ''He  was  justly  esteemed  a 
learned,  pious,  able  and  feithM  minister ;  a  good  citizen,  an 
honest  and  upright  man;  a  firm  patriot,  and  zealous  and 
able  advocate  of  his  country's  rights,  which  very  much  endear- 
ed him  to  the  people  of  his  charge,  who  frequently  elected 
him  to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  legislature,  of  which 
he  was  a  xnember  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Love  of  country 
in  a  minister  was  at  that  dav  no  reproach.  After  the  death 
of  Bev.  Mr.  Paige  the  church  remamed  without  a  pastor  six 
years  and  five  months.  During  this  time  sixty  five  children 
were  baptized,  and  eight  adults,  and  31  persons  were  added 
to  the  cnurch. 

Nov.  4, 1822  Mr.  Archibald  Bur^ss  was  invited  to  become 

er  of  the  church,  and  was  ordamed  Dec.  25,  1822.  Mr. 
ess  retained  the  pastoral  office  imtil  Dec.  18,  1849,  at 
whicli  time  he  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request  '^on  account 
of  physical  inability  to  discharge  his  ministerial  duties.''  He 
died  Feb.  7, 1850,  at  the  age  of  60  years,  having  been  pastor 
of  the  church  twenty  seven  years.  He  was  sound  in  sentmient 
and  was  a  Mthfiil  and  successful  preacher.  Under  his 
ministry  the  church  enjoyed  several  seasons  of  refiresfaing, 
the  most  important  of  which  occurred  in  1831  and  in  1838. 
As  fruits  of  the  former  upwards  of  100  persons  were  received 
into  the  church,  and  46  as  firuits  of  the  latter.  During  the 
ministry  of  Bev.  Mr.  Burgess  314  persons  ware  added  to  the 
church,  and  310  children  and  29  adults  were  baptized. 

March  19, 1850,  three  months  after  the  dismission  of  Bev. 
Mr.  Burgess,  the  present  pastor  of  the  church,  Bev.  Asahel 
Biffelow,  was  invited  to  settle  with  the  church  and  people, 
and  was  installed  Maj  15, 1850.  Since  that  time  46  persons 
have  been  received  mto  the  church,  and  thirteen  children 
and  eight  adults  have  been  baptized.    The  year  1854  was 
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mwked  by  gentle  eflftwioMr  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  oonsequenee 
of  which  twenty  five  were  added  to  the  church.  The 
whole  number  of  pereone  that  have  belonged  to  the  churoh, 
from  its  commencement,  is  587.  Mre.  Susannah  Gates,  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  church,  survives,  but  the 
rest  are  fallen  asleep.  The  whole  number  of  children  baptized 
is  604,  and  the  whole  number  of  adults  is  45.  The  whole^ 
number  of  persons  now  belonging  to  the  church  is  202.  It 
pays  a  salary  of  $500.  Thi^e  imiividuals  from  this  church 
nave  entered  the  ministry,  via.  Daniel  Brown,  Samuel  W. 
Clark,  and  Daniel  Goodhue.  The  church  has  taken  an 
interest  in  the  various  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  day^  and 
it  is  believed  has  been  among  l^e  foremost  in  sustaimng 
them  by  pecuniary  contributions. 

This  church,  from  its  beginning,  has  stood  firm  as  an 
evangelical  church,  and,  to  promote  it»  prosperity,  ha» 
seldom  resorted  to  other  than  the  ordinary  means  of  ^race. 
Nor  has  it  been  given  to  chan^  in  regard  to  the  mimstry, 
having  had  but  mree  pastors  nnce  its  organization,  two  of 
whom  sleep  among  those  to  whom  they  ministered  while  hy- 
ing, and  the  third  yet  remains. 


HILLSBOROUGH. 

The  following  fiicts  are  mainly  drawn  from  Smith's  "An- 
nals of  Hillsborough.''  The  first  settlement  here  was  com- 
menced in  1741,  by  a  company  of  men  from  the  vicinity  <rf 
Boston.  Soon  after  furnishing  themselves  with  log  cabuuL 
ihd  settlers  proceeded  to  erect  a  framed  Meeting-house  ana 
parsonage.  In  1744  the  war  between  England  and  Franee 
broke  out,  and  Hillsborough,  being  then  a  frontier  settli^nent, 
was  much  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the  Indians.  The  inhab- 
itants therefore  thought  it  advisable  to  leave  this  place,  and 
seek  safety  elsewhere.  During  this  absence  their  dweUingi 
and  Meetmff-house  were  destroyed.  This  was  in  1746.  A 
second  settlement  was  commenced  in  1762.  The  settlers 
were  of  the  Puritan  feith,  and  Congreaitional  order.  The 
Bev.  Messrs.  Houston  of  Bedford  and  Colton  of  Litchfield, 
often  visited  fuid  preached  among  them,  and,  on  Oct.  12, 
1769,  oreanized  a  church.  In  1772  the  town  was  incorpo- 
rated. For  fifteen  years,  after  the  second  settlement,  publio 
wor^p  during  sunmier  was  held  in  a  bam,  and  in  winter  in 
a  dwelling  house.  CoL  Hill  gave  ten  acres  in  the  center  of 
&&  town  fbr  public  purposes.    He  also  gave  fi)r  ihB  fint 
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settled  mhuster,  a  lot  of  between  two  and  three  hundred 
acres.  In  1772,  the  diuroh  and  town  extended  a  call  to  Mr. 
Jonathan  Bames,  to  settle  with  them  as  their  minister.  Mr. 
Barnes  was  ordained  in  a  bare,  Nov.  25th,  1772.  He  con- 
tinned  his  pastoral  relation  imtil  Oct.  19th,  1803.  In  the 
preceding  summer,  he  was  stnick  by  lightning  from  his  horse, 
which  produced  a  paralysis  firom  which  he  never  recovered. 
He  died  Aug.  3d,  1805,  aged  56.  He  was  a  man  of  respec- 
table talents.  His  influence  was  good  in  maintaining  order 
and  peace  in  town.  His  religious  sentiments  were  consid-' 
ered  Arminian,  yet  he  was  of  a  catholic  spirit,  kind  and  con- 
ciliating. About  two  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Barnes, 
the  pulpit  was  vacant,  and  several  candidates  were  employed. 

In  June,  1805,  the  town  concurred  with  the  church  in  in- 
viting Mr.  Stephen  Chapin  to  settle  with  them,  oflering  him 
a  salary  of  9400,  and  four  Sabbaths  for  himself.  He  ac- 
cepted the  call,  and  was  ordained  June  18th,  1805.  Dr. 
Bmmons  of  Franklin,  Ms.^  with  whom  Mr.  Chamn  studied 
theology,  preached  the  ordination  sermon,  from  Acts  20:  21. 
Through  Mr.  Chapin's  agency  the  church  underwent  an  im- 
portant change  as  to  doctrine  and  practice, — the  half  way 
covenant  was  abandoned,  and  vital  and  experimental  religion 
was  insisted  on  as  essential  to  church  membership.  His 
plain^  direct,  and  faithful  preaching  awakened  so  much  op- 
position that  he  was  dismissed  May  10th,  1608.  [See  Mont 
Vernon.]  His  ministry,  though  i^ort  and  troubled,  formed 
a  decided  crisis  for  earangelical  piety  in  this  town.  Its  influ- 
ence is  still  felt.  During  his  ministry  38  were  added  to  the 
church. 

After  an  interval  of  about  three  years,  the  church  invited 
Mr.  Seth  Chapin  to  become  their  pastor.  In  this  invitation 
the  town  ooncurred^  and  he  was  ordained  Jan.  1st,  1812.  His 
ministry  was  not  distin^shed  lay  any  thing  noticeable.  He 
became  embarrassed  wim  debts,  and  was  dismissed  June  26th, 
1816.  After  Mr.  Chapin's  removal  the  pulmt  was  vacant 
for  several  years.  Several  ministers  supplied,  among  whom 
was  Rev.  Jonathan  McGee. 

Rev.  John  Lawton  commenced  preaching  here  in  1820, 
and  was  installed  Nov.  9th,  1821.  He  conimued  his  minis- 
try here  until  April  22d,  1834,  when  he  was  dismissed  at  his 
own  request.  Until  the  settlesnent  of  Mr.  Lawton,  the  town 
had  always  concuned  with  the  diarch,  had  voted  the  salaiy, 
and  raised  it  b^  tax.  The  town  now  decUned  to  vote  a  sal- 
ary, and  the  ministry  has  ever  since  been  sustained  by  volun- 
tairy  subscription.  During  Mr.  liawton's  ministry  several 
revivals  were  enjoyed, — ite  most  eoBsideraMe  was  in  1827, 
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While  he  was  pastor  152  were  added  to  the  church.  Imme- 
diately after  Mr.  Lawton's  dismission  Milton  Ward  was 
employed  to  preach,  and  on  July  23d,  1834,  he  was  ordained 
as  pastor.  In  about  a  year,  his  views  of  church  government 
were  changed,  he  becsmae  an  Episcopalian,  was  dismissed 
Nov.  IGth,  1835.  After  Mr.  Ward  left,  Kev.  Beth  Fams- 
worth,  supplied  the  desk  about  a  year,  and  was  installed 
Nov.  23d,  1836.  His  ministry  was  eminently  successftd  and 
hapny,  though  short.  On  March  26th,  183y,  he  died  very 
'  suddenly  of  a  lung  fever.  While  he  ministered  here,  a  Meet- 
ing-house was  erected  at  the  Bridge  village,  the  most  impor- 
tant section  of  the  town,  with  the  understandii^  that  he  was 
to  preach  alternately  in  each  place.  The  church  and  congre- 
gation felt  his  loss  exceedingly,  and  he  is  still  rcmembered 
with  great  aflfection.  His  death  was  eminently  happy.  "  0 
my  God,"  said  he  in  his  dying  moments.  "  how  sweet,  how 
sweet  are  the  employments  of  heaven."  After  an  interval  of 
apparent  unconsciousness,  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  said, 
^^0  mv  friends,  I  thought  I  was  in  glory,  I  have  just  come 
from  the  world  of  bliss.  What  happiness,  what  unspeakable 
happiness  to  sing  with  angels."  With  many  such  expres- 
sions on  his  lips,  he  passed  over  Jordan.  In  the  following 
July  Bev.  Samuel  G.  Tenney  commenced  preaching,  and  was 
instaUed  July  4th,  1838. 

We  have  now  reached  a  period  when  the  church  was  di- 
vided into  two,  and  shall  nnish  the  sketch  of  them  under 

their  present  names.  [  sketch  that  far  by  Rer.  J.  Cammings.] 

HILLSBOROUGH  CENTER. 
Rer.  S.  H.  Paetbioos. 

Mr.  Tenney  was  dismissed  in  1839,  when  the  other  church 
was  formed,  with  a  view  of  being  its  pastor,  as  it  arose  in  the 
village  where  he  resided.  Kev.  E.  Cleaveland,  Bev.  B.  M. 
Bailey  and  Bev.  Henry  White,  each  supplied  the  old  church, 
or  church  at  the  Center,  a  short  time  in  1839.  Feb.  1840, 
Bev.  G.  W.  Adams  entered  this  field  and  was  installed  Oct. 
21st,  1840.  He  was  dismissed  Jan.  17th,  1844.  Bev.  8.  H. 
Tolman  and  Bev.  Mr.  Jones  supplied  the  people  a  part  of 
the  year  1844. 

Biev.  Elihu  T.  Bowe  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church, 
May  29,  1845,  with  prospects  of  great  usefulness,  but  his 
health  &iled.  He  was  dismissed  Nov.  30, 1847.  He  is  now 
a  popular  teacher  in  the  Academy  at  Meriden.  Bev.  Bob- 
ert  rage  supplied  the  desk  fix)m  Au^.  1847  till  May  1851. 
Mr.  G.  C.  Dlirgin,  lioaitiate,  preachea  to  tiie  church  fix>m 
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May  1851  to  Hay  1852.  Bev.  Mr.  Jones,  a  returned  mis- 
sicmary^supplied  a  few  weeks  in  the  sununer  of  1852.  Bev. 
H.  0.  Mowland  and  Bev.  James  W.  Ferkms,  each  supplied 
the  people  for  a  time. 

Brov.  Samuel  H.  Partridge  commenced  his  labors  with  the 
church,  Sept.  26, 1852,  was  ordained  pastor  May  10, 1853, 
and  is  the  present  pastor  of  the  church.  A  parsonage  was 
oommencea  here  in  the  early  part  of  1843,  and  completed  in 
1845  at  an  expense  of  9980.  It  is  a  comfortable  and  con* 
Tenient  house,  owned  by  individuals  in  shares  of  925  each. 

Such  was  the  reli^ous  interest  in  the  place,  during  Bev. 
Stephen  Ghapin's  ministry  from  1805  to  1808,  that  38  were 
added  to  the  church  durmg  that  period,  many  of  them  by 
profession.  During  Bev.  John  Lawton's  ministry  several 
seasons  of  religious  interest  were  enjoyed  which  brought  con- 
siderable numbers  into  the  church.  In  1827-8  a  very  pow- 
erfiil  revival  of  reli^on  was  enjoyed ;  1830, 1838  and  1841 
were  also  seasons  oi  revival.  Smce  that  time  there  have 
been  occasional  conversions  and  additions  to  the  church,  but 
no  extensive  interest. 

The  munber  of  persons  baptized  cannot  now  be  ascertain- 
ed ;  but,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  members  of  the  church 
have  dedicated  their  children  to  Gk)d  in  baptism,  and  still 
continue  to  adhere  fimdv  to  the  principles  of  Congregation- 
alism in  this  matter.  The  present  nimiber  of  church  gomg 
people  in  the  parish,  which  mdudes  not  &r  from  one-thiid 
of  the  territory  of  the  town,  is  about  200.  From  100  to 
150  are  present  in  the  sanctuary  on  the  Sabbath.  The  high- 
est numDer  of  members  in  the  church,  since  1839,  was  after 
the  revival  in  1841,  when  there  were  106  members.  Death 
and  removal,  with  few  additions,  have  diminished  the  nimi- 
ber to  70. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  statement  made  to  the  town 
by  Mr.  Barnes,  respecting  his  salary: — "In  the  year  1772 
your  Pastor  settled  with  you  in  this  town  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry — ^when  the  town  promised  to  rive  him  £30  by  way 
of  settlement  and  £  30  salary  annually  for  the  first  four  years 
and  £35  for  the  next  four  years,  and  so  increasing,  that 
when  there  should  be  110  fiunilies  it  should  be  £66 13s  and 
4d — in  the  year  1775  the  war  commenced  and  Paper  money 
was  emitted,  which  soon  began  to  depreciate  and  the  depre- 
ciation was  so  rappid  that  in  may  1777,  your  Pastor  gave  the 
whole  of  his  salary  for  one  suctin^  Calf— the  next  year  he 
gave  the  whole  for  a  small  store  pig  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember,— ^the  next  year  via :  1779  the  number  of  fomihes 
had  increased  so  as  to  bring  his  salary  to  £50.    at  the  close 
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of  that  ]reftr,  hayijig  no  glass  in  the  meetiBg  ho«Be  your  pas- 
tor oflfered  the  town  one  years'  salary  provided  the  town 
would  glaze  the  said  house,  ^dikh  was  complyed  with  se  &r 
as  to  glaze  it  in  part — ^by  this  time  more  than  tiuree  4ths  sum 
of  his  settlement  was  gone — ^before  the  dose  of  another  year 
paper  money  was  quite  dead,  Silver  was  circulating  instead 
thereof  at  such  a  rate  as  to  take  100  Dollars  to  purchaae  a 
jok  of  oxen,  there  has  not  been  six  years  in  the  whole  time 
sinoe  the  contract  was  made  that  your  Pastor  has  reallised 
an  adequate  value  aggreeable  to  the  conla-act.  your  Pastor 
has  never  asked  for  any  consideration,  being  willing  to  try 
to  scrabble  along  with  the  people  while  they  were  in  low 
circumstances."  The  town  indemnified  him  for  his  loss. 
Two  aged  men,  members  of  the  church,  state  that  in  youtli 
they  were  urged  to  unite  with  the  church,  when  they  had  no 
evidence  themselvet  of  having  been  regenerated,  and  tfaat^ 
in  discussing  the  question  they  argued  against  it  and  tht 
pastor  for  it.  Facts  of  this  kind  wmch  have  not  yet  entirely 
fiMled  from  the  memory  of  the  living,  go  far  to  show  that 
Arminianism  was  to  be  found  here,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
church's  history,  blended  with  and  finally  superseded  by  the 
theology  of  the  orthodox  Congr^ational  churches  of  New 
Ei^Iand.  Two  only  of  the  pa^rs  of  this  church  have  li^ 
and  died  witii  their  people.  The  grave  of  Rev.  Jonathan 
Barnes  is  directly  li^neath  the  place  widdi  he  occupied  in 
life — the  desk  of  the  first  Meeting-house  built  in  this  town^ 
which  was  oom^etoi  in  1779,  and  was  taken  down  previous 
to  his  death.  JElev.  John  Lawton  also  was  buried  among 
his  people,  and  not  only  his  grave  but  his  influence  is  to  be 
found  here  to  this  day. 

HILLSBOBOUGH  BBIDGE. 
Rev.  Jacob  Cminiros. 

On  Mav  29, 1839,  a  separate  church  was  formed  at  the 
Bridge  villa^,  of  those  who  could  be  better  convened  there. 
The  separation  was  in  cood  fellowship  and  fidth.  The  num* 
ber  forming  the  new  diurch  was  about  seventy,  while  mom 
than  one  hundred  were  left  with  the  old  church.  Mr.  Ten- 
jiey  was  not  installed  over  the  new  church,  thotu^h  he  con* 
timed  to  preach  to  it  until  the  spring  of  1843,  when  he 
removed  to  Wardsboro',  Vt.  In  July  of  that  year,  Rer. 
Jaoob  Gimmiings  began  to  preach,  and  wae  installed  Nov.  15, 
1843,  and  yet  remains  with  them.  Through  fkiluies  in  busi- 
ness^ deaths  and  removal8,tiie  chuooh  has  diminished  to  sixty 
five,  thou^  frequent  additions  have  been  made.    The  txmgn^ 
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?ition  also  has  decreased  in  number  and  peonniarv  ability, 
here  are  a  few  Baptists  and  Methodists  in  town.  There  are 
some  deists  and  atheists  of  the  Abner  Kneeland  stamp^  and 
a  few  followers  of  Theodore  Parker.  With  regard  to  attend- 
ance at  meetings  ;  though  we  now  have  four  or  five  meetings 
every  Sabbath,  yet  probably  not  so  many  are  now  found 
in  public  worship  as  used  to  attend  forty  years  ago,  when 
they  had  but  one  place  ,of  meeting.  Of  the  1800  inhabi- 
tants^ probably  not  more  than  6^0  are  found  at  reli^ous 
meetm^  on  the  Sabbath,  except  on  some  very  speciid  occa- 
sion. Infant  baptism  is  very  generally  practiced  by  the 
Congr^ational  church. 


HOLLIS. 

Rer.  P.  B.  Dat. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  town  of  Hollis,  then  a  part  of 
Dunstable,  and  supposed  to  be  in  Massachusetts,  was  made 
in  the  fall  of  1730  by  Peter  Powers.  In  1739  the  settlers, 
to  the  number  of  20,  petitioned  the  General  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  be  made  a  parish,  or  precinct.  A  grant  was 
obtained  bearing  date  Dec.  28, 1739,  under  the  name  of  the 
"West  Precinct  of  Dunstable."  The  first  Meeting-house 
was  erected  in  1741,  near  the  site  of  the  present  house  of 
worship;  and  five  years  after,  April  20. 1746,  the  town  was 
inoo^rated  by  the  General  Court  oi  New  Hampshire,  it 
having  been  previously  settled  that  the  "  West  Precinct  of 
Dunstable"  was  within  the  boundary  of  this  State. 

No  records  exist  to  show  when  tne  church  wasorgamsed, 
though  it  is  supposed  that  it  must  have  been  sometime 
previous  to  the  settlement  of  the  first  minister.  Rev.  Daniel 
Emerson,  which  took  place  April  20, 1743.  Two  years  after 
his  settlement,  there  were  eleven  male  members.  Mr. 
Emerson  was  bom  in  Beading,  Ms.  May  20, 1716,  and  was 
graduated  at  Harvard  1739.  He  retained  the  sole  pastorate 
of  the  church  till  Nov.  27, 1793,  a  period  of  more  ftian  fi% 
years,  and  was  senior  pastor  tiU  the  time  of  his  death  Sept. 
30, 1801.  He  died  at  the  age  of  85,  having  sustained  uie 
pastoral  relation  fifty  eight  years.  He  was  a  popular  and  suc- 
cessful preacher,  and  mudi  esteemed  by  his  people.  For  a 
short  time  during  the  French  war,  he  was  Chaplam  at  Crown 
Point.  No  record  is  found  of  the  number  of  persons  admitted 
to  the  church  during  his  ministry,  but,  it  was  stated  to  the 
pastor  of  the  churcn  in  1838  by  one  of  the  oldest  chureli 
13 
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memb^^  in  town,  that  there  was  a  general  rerhral  in  1766 
— one  of  lesser  magnitude  in  1772 — a  general  one  in  1781, 
and  many  conrersions  daring  the  years  1788  and  1789.  At 
tiie  time  when  a  colleague  was  ordained,  there  were  200 
members  in  the  church,  and  not  fitr  from  1500  inhabitaiiteia 
town. 

Rev.  Eli  Smith,  who  was  bom  in  Belchertown,  Ms.  Sept. 
17.  1759,  and  graduated  at  Brown  university  1792,  was 
oraained  as  junior  pastor  with  Mr.  Emerson,  Nov.  27, 1798. 
Mr.  Smith  was  a  man  of  strone  natural  talents,  a  firm  and 
ener^tic  defender  of  the  truth,  and  a  successftd  pastor. 
Durmg  his  pastorate  of  a  little  more  than  thirty  seven  years, 
between  400  and  500  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church. 
In  a  little  more  than  six  years  100  members  made  a  profession 
of  their  faith.  But  the  great  revival  of  his  ministry  was  in 
the  years  1801  and  1802.  At  that  time  142  united  with 
the  church ;  and  30  more  became  hopefiilly  pious,  most  of 
whom  subsequently  made  a  profession.  In  1811  there  was 
anotiier  revival,  and  30  or  40  were  added  to  the  church ;  in 
1817  there  was  still  another,  and  about  50  were  made 
subjects  of  renewing  grace.  Mr.  Smith  was  dismiased  in 
Feb.  1831,  and  died  at  HoUis,  May  12,  1847. 

Bev.  David  Perry  was  installed  pastor  of  the  chundi,  Feb. 
23,  1831.  Several  revivals  occurred  under  his  ministration, 
and,  as  the  result  of  eleven  years  labor,  not  far  from  150  were 
admitted  to  the  church  by  letter  and  profession.  He  was 
dismissed  at  his  own  request  June  13,  1842. 

Aug.  30,  1843,  Mr.  James  Aikin  was  ordained  pastor, 
which  office  he  retained  about  five  years,  and  was  diamiBted, 
after  admitting  about  60  to  the  church,  July  3d,  1848. 
March  21,  1849,  Mr.  Matthew.  D.  Gordon  was  ordained 
pastor,  and  dismissed  on  account  of  ill  health  June  7, 1852 ; 
11  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church  during  his  ministiy. 
He  died  at  Hoosic  Falls,  N.  Y.  Aug.  21,  1853. 

July  7,  1852,  Bev.  P.  B.  Day  was  instfiJled  pastor,  and 
still  holds  the  omce ;  57  have  united  with  the  church  under 
his  ministration.  The  present  number  in  the  church  is 
about  180,  20  less  than  it  contained  in  1793,  at  the  time 
Mr.  Emerson  ceased  to  be  the  sole  pastor  of  the  church.  It 
is  to  be  considered,  however,  that  tiie  number  of  inhabitants 
in  town  has  diminished  since  that  time  from  1500  to  1292 ; 
a  Baptist  societv  has  also  been  formed,  and  a  po^on  of 
tiiose  who  proms  religion  now  are  connected  with  the 
church  in  South  Merrimack,  so  that,  a  greater  proportion  of 
tiie  inhabitants  than  fommy  are  professors  of  reUmon. 
TbA  salaries  <^  three  pastors  previous  to  the  hurt^  have  been 
9600— that  of  the  present  pastor  is  9700.  \ 
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Tbe  (xmtribntioiM  of  the  charch  and  societj'  to  benevofattt 
obieets  have  varied  daring  the  last  &w  jean  horn  9500  to 
9800.  Legacies  of  several  thousands  of  doUsrs  have  been 
left  b J  members  of  ihe  churchy  to  the  different  benevolent 
anociations.  The  church  and  society  are  aided  in  support- 
ing the  gospel  bv  the  Philanthropic  Soriety.  This  associ- 
ation ccmmenoea  operations  in  1801.  The  design  of  its  founds 
ers  was  to  create  a  fund  by  small  contributions,  the  avails  of 
which  would  eventually  materially  aid  if  not  entirely  suimort 
Ae  gospel  The  fimos  amounted  in  Jan.  1855  to  9^943. 
The  charter  allows  the  society  to  appro]^riate  12-13ths  of  its 
income.  About  9250  is  now  appropriated  to  support  the 
gospeL  The  society  has  had  three  houses  of  worship  tm 
nearly  the  same  site.  The  first  was  built  in  1746,  the 
second  in  1804,  and  the  third  in  1849.  There  have  been 
41  educated  for  the  gospel  ministnr  since  the  settlement  of 
tiie  town,  and  15  for  eaoi  of  tba  oilier  professbns, — ^law  and 
medicine,  beside  some  who  were  liberally  educated  that 
have  ^igaffed  in  other  employments,  making  in  all  not  far 
from  75  ymo  were  educated  for  pn^ssmonal  life. 


HUDSON. 

Rev.  D.  L.  FssHCB. 

The  first  church  in  Hudson,  (then  Nottingham  West,) 
was  organized  Nov.  30, 1737.  It  was  a  Congregational 
ehurdi.  On  the  same  day  the  Bev.  Nathaniel  Merrill  was 
(mlained  pastor.  It  appears  from  the  town  records,  that  from 
about  the  year  1746  until  Mr.  Merrill's  death  in  1796,  diffi- 
culties existed  between  him  and  his  people,  and  at  times, 
great  alienation  of  feelingexisted  among  the  members  of 
me  church.  On  July  11, 1774,  Mr.  Merrill'scivil contract  with 
the  town  was  dissolved.  There  had  been  many  efforts  made 
to  prevail  upon  Mr.  Merrill  to  ask  a  dismission,  but  aU 
&iled  until  the  above  mentioned  date.  At  a  legal  town 
meeting  h^d  on  the  4th  of  July  1778,  ^^  It  was  then  put  to 
vote  to  see  if  the  town  would  choose  a  committee  of  two 
men  to  settle  with  Mr.  Merrill,  or  to  stand  his  suit  at  court 
against  the  town.  Voted  in  the  affirmative."  The  following 
is  from  the  pen  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Merrill :  '^  I  the  subscriber 
for  and  in  consideration  of  £  60  lawful  money  tome  in  hand 
paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  do,  therefore,  acquit  and  dis- 
diaige  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Nottii^ham  West, 
from  all  demands  I  now  have,  or  may  have  hereafter  upon 
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Aem  as  a  town  by  virtue  of  any  former  agreement  or  agree- 
ments, TOte  or  TOtes  m^e  or  voted  between  them  and  me  as 
their  minister,  as  witness  my  hand."  A  kindly  spirit  seems 
to  have  existed  toward  Mr.  Merrill  after  his  dismission  ;  for 
firom  1774  to  1796,  the  town  frequently  voted  to  raise  sums 
of  money  for  his  support  and  "  he  was  to  preach  it  out." — 
It  is  supposed  that  a  Presbyterian  church  was  formed  in 
1771,  ana  had  preaching  more  or  less  for  a  few  years. 

December  13th,  1790,  the  town  voted  "  to  raise  £  10  to 
hire  preaching,  and  to  employ  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parrish  if  he  can 
be  had."  April  11,  1791,  the  town  voted  to  give  to  the 
Bev.  Ariel  Parrish  a  call  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  and  to 
raise  for  his  support  £  80,  and  give  him  as  settlement  money 
£  100.  His  call  was  negatived,  for,  December  20th,  1791, 
the  town  voted  to  give  to  the  Bev.  Matthew  Scribner  another 
call  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  agreeably  to  the  Westminster 
confession  of  foith.  This  call  was  not  accepted.  In  June 
1792,  an  article  to  this  effect  was  acted  upon  in  town  meet- 
ing :  '^  To  see  which  constitution  of  church  government,  and 
mode  of  administration  of  gospel  ordinances  the  town  will 
vote  to  receive,  whether  the  Presbyterian  constitution  agree- 
able to  the  Westmnister  confession  of  faith,  or  agreeable  to 
the  Congregational  plan  of  church  government,  and  mode  of 
gospel  ordinances."  On  the  above  article  the  town  voted, 
but  it  was  a  tie  vote.  At  the  same  meeting  the  town  voted 
to  raise  £  15  to  hire  a  candidate  for  settlement  in  the  min- 
istry. The  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson  was  employed  to  preach  a 
part  of  the  time  in  the  years  1793  and  1794.  In  December 
1795,  the  town  agreed  to  give  Jabez  L.  Fisher  a  call  to  set- 
tle in  the  ministry — the  number  so  voting  being  called  for, 
it  was  ascertained  that  47  had  voted  to  give  him  a  call.  On 
the  same  day  a  remonstrance  was  filed  in  against  giving  Mr. 
Fisher  a  call.  We  take  an  extract  fjx)m  it :  "  We  do  detest 
against  paying  any  part  of  his  settlement  or  salary,  or  any 
money  tnat  is  voted  to  support  that  order, — as  we  profess  to 
be  of  a  different  persuasion, — and  pray  that  this  detest  may 
be  entered  on  tne  town  t)ook  of  records  in  said  town." — 
Signed  by  53  names.  After  the  town  voted  to  accept  Mr. 
Fisher's  answer,  Jan.  11, 1796,  to  settle  in  the  town,  another 
protest  was  filed  in,  similar  to  the  one  above,  and  signed  by 
fifteen  le^  voters.  He  was  ordained  Feb.  25, 1796,  and 
dismissed  m  May  1801.  From  this  time  for  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  the  town  raised  money  more  or  less  for  the  support  of 
the  gospel,  excusing  Baptists  from  the  tax.  In  1816,  the 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational  churches 
agreed  to  unite  and  organise  themselves  into  a  Presbyterian 
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chtirch,  to  be  put  under  the  care  of  the  Londonderry  Pres* 
^yte^}^  In  I0I8,  the  town  voted  to  raise  250  dollars,  exclu- 
sive of  the  Baptists,  to  be  laid  out  in  Presbyterian  preach- 
ing^ 

September  5, 1825,  the  church  gave  to  Rev.  William  K. 
Talbot  a  call  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  and  he  was  settled 
and  remained  about  four  years.  For  the  last  25  years  pre- 
vious to  this,  and  from  1829  to  1841,  the  church  and  town 
were  without  a  settled  minister.  September  9, 1841,  the 
church  gave  w^  the  Presbyterian  organization  and  organized 
as  a  Congregational  church.  In  May  1824^  they  gave  a  callto 
Rev.  Wuliam  Page  to  settle  with  them  m  the  ministry. — 
He  was  installed  August  19,  1844,  and  dismissed  June  28th, 
1852. 

The  Rev.  D.  L.  French  commenced  preaching  as  stated 
supply  the  first  Sabbath  in  November  1852, — and  is  still 
laboring  with  the  church  in  the  gospel  ministry. 

There  was  no  special  revivals  imder  Mr.  Meirill's  ministry, 
but  some  were  added  to  the  church  by  letter,  and  some  by 
profession.  The  principal  difficulties  which  existed  in  tl]^ 
latter  part  of  his  ministry,  arose  from  disagreement  between 
the  Presbyterian  and  Con^gational  views  of  church  polity. 
He  was  considered  a  good  man,  although  not  a  great  preach- 
er. He  died  the  same  year  that  Mr.  Fisher  was  settled. — 
Mr.  Fisher's  ministry  was  not  blessed  with  special  revivals. 
From  Mr.  Fisher's  ministiy  to  the  settletnent  of  Mr.  Talbot, 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  division  in  town,  arising  from  the 
Baptist  and  also  the  Presbyterian  and'Oongrc^tional  views. 
Some  years  previous  to  Mr.  Talbot's  min£try,  the  two 
churches  had  united  under  the  Presbyterian  fonn  of  govern- 
ment. So  that  the  state  of  things  in  town  seemed  more 
settled,  and  there  was  a  good  d^  of  revival  interest  the 
four  years  that  he  was  here.  A  portion  of  the  church  were 
very  strongly  attached  to  him,  and  were  unwilling  he  should 
leave.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  under  his 
preaching  and  probably  many  felse  hopes  indulged.  He  was 
m  some  respects  a  peculiar  man.  From  his  ministry  to  Mr. 
Page's  there  was  some  division.  Prior  to  Mr.  Page's  minis- 
try, the  church  agreed  to  give  up  the  Presbyterian  platform, 
and  become  Oon^r^ational.  Mr.  Page's  ministry  was 
blessed  with  very  pleasant  revivals.  From  his  dismission 
until  the  present,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  gradual  increase 
of  strength,  and  of  numbers  who  attend  puWic  worship. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


190  HILLSBQSOOOH  OOUNTT. 

LITCHFIELD. 

Pass.  Cbubch.— Rot.  Eberkzce  Nbwhall. 

This  town  lies  on  the  eaat  mde  of  the  Menima<^  iiTer, 
aod  oppoBite  to  tt^  town  of  Merrimack.  It  was  incorporat- 
-ed  in  1749.  Bev.  S.  T.  Allen's  Address  states  that  the 
^^early  settleis^  on  what  is  now  called  Merrimack  and  Litch- 
fidd,  acted  tinder  a  common  organization,  from  1734  to 
1746,  a  period  of  about  twelve  years."  Their  town  and 
diurch  officers  were  chosen,  part  firom  one  side,  and  part 
from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  In  liie  court  recordb,  it 
was  known  as  the  township  of  Naticook :  in  their  town  reo- 
oids,  it  was  called  Litchfield.  The  early  inhabitants  weae 
vary  desirous  of  establishing  public  worship,  and  the  gospel 
ministry.  Mr.  Josiah  Brown,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Merrill,  suc- 
cessively, received  a  call  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  neither  of 
whom  became  their  pastor.  A  committee  of  two^  one  from 
each  side  of  the  river,  wae  sent  to  Newbury,  "to  treat  witih 
Mr.  John  Tufts,  about  having  his  son,  Joshua,  to  preach  in 
Litchfield."    Such  was  the  deference  j^d  to  parents. 

Bev.  Joshua  Tufts  graduated  at  Harvard  university,  in 
1736 ;  was  ofdained  as  pastor  in  Litchfield,  in  1741.  He 
1^  in  1744.  Under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Tufts,  and  tiiat  ef 
his  fluocessor,  there  must  have  be^i  a  church ;  but  the  rec- 
ords of  it  we  have  not  found.  Some  time  between  this 
period  and  1770,  no  church  existed  in  Merrimadk,  and  ihfij 
oonstituted  a  part  of  Litchfield  church  imd  congregation. 
And  in  these  sections,  it  is  stated^  there  was  a  mutual 
and  commendable  interest  to  provide  for  public  worship, 
and  the  sustaining  of  a  preached  gospeL  The  second  settled 
pastor,  of  whom  we  have  an  account,  was  Bev.  Samuel  Cot- 
t(m  01  Newton,  ordained  Jan.,  1765,— dinnissed  in  1781  or 
1784,  and  died  in  Claremont,  in  1819.  From  traditionajy 
statements,  it  appears  that  the  character  of  Mr.  Cotton  was 
somewhat  ecoentnc. 

In  the  reciprocal  attitude  of  Litchfield  and  Merrimack,  it 
occurred  that  there  was  no  church  in  Litchfield  for  some 
kmgth  of  time  previous  to  the  year  1809.  In  that  year, 
(1809,)  a  Presbyterian  diurch  was  organized  in  LitchfieU, 
and  Clifton  Cla^tt,  Esq.  became  derk.  He  was  af te]^ 
wards  known  as  Judge  of  Probate.  On  the  records  appears 
a  call  to  Mr.  Nathuiiel  Kennedy,  and  his  answer  to  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Litchfield,  to  become  their  pastor. 
A  letter  of  petition  to  Bev.  William  Morrison  of  London- 
derry, to  cafi  a  meeting  of  the  Presbytery,  on  April  12, 
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1809,  at  the  hoose  of  Olifton  Claggett,  Esq.,  to  ordam  Mr. 
Natheuuel  Keimedy.  is  on  record.  Mr.  Kennedy  was  the 
third  pastor — and  ne  continued  pastor  of  the  Prerirjr- 
terian  chnrdi  in  Litchfield  till  April  1812,  at  which  time  he 
was  dismissed.  The  Meeting-house  was  we  property  of  the 
t6wn.  He  was  ordamed  Oct.  25, 1815.  In  Feb.  1818,  we 
find  a  record  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  3()years.  His  praise 
is  still  heard  among  the  good  people.  When  Hon.  Olifton 
Clag^tt  resigned  the  clerkship  in  the  Session  of  Elders, 
DecTjos^h  Barnes  was  appointed  to  succeed  him,  and  Bev. 
E.  PiDslmry's  death  is  recorded  by  him.  We  next  find 
Dea.  Thomas  Bixby  deit  of  the  Session,  and  in  Oct.  1826, 
tiie  meeting  was  hdid  at  the  house  of  the  pastor,  Bev.  Joha 
Shearer,— 3ie  fifth  pastor  in  Litchfield.  In  1838,  we  fiind 
die  name  <Kf  Joseph  Cha49e,  as  clerk  of  the  church  and  the 
Sessioii.  He  was  one  of  the  elders  of  the  church.  In 
Marc^  and  April,  1809,  Joseph  Barnes,  Clifton  Claggett, 
Esq.,  Thomas  Bixby,  John  Underwood.  Matthew  Parker, 
were  elected  Elders  or  this  church.  In  Oct.  1817,  WiDiam 
Bead  was  ordained  Elder:  In  Nov.  1827,  John  Parker  and 
Joseph  Chase,  jr.  were,  hy  Bev.  E.  L.  Parker,  ordained 
Elders  in  this  church.  It  is  observable^  that  there  were 
admissions  to  the  churdb,  of  several  at  a  tune,  soon  after  its 
formation.  During  ihe  summer  of  1809, 12  were  received ; 
ia  the  autumn  of  1810,  the  church  had  an  accession  of  6 ; 
in  1827, 14.  Up  to  18^,  6  persons  were  excommunicated. 
The  returns  of  the  church  in  1827,  show  its  resident  mem- 
bers to  have  been  39.  In  July,  1842,  pursuant  to  previous 
notice,  the  Elders  of  the  Presoyterian  church  in  Litchfidd 
held  a  meeting  and  considered  the  state  of  the  church.  And, 
in  view  of  "the  difiGiculties,  trials,  and  perplexities,  with 
which  they  had  to  contend,"  concluded  to  disband,  and 
unite  with  the  churches  in  Merrimack,  Nashua,  Hudson, 
and  Londonderry ;  and  when  occasion  should  occur  for  estab- 
lishing orthodox  worship  in  Litchfield,  "the  members  should 
letomand  lend  their  aid.''  During  the  vacancies  in  the 
pastorate,  and  the  sad  reverseis  in  tnis  society,  not  many 
of  the  names  <^  the  iMukted  supplies  can  he  o  Dtained ;  iM>r 
did  all  the  incumbents  well  "lulfil  the  minislay  they  had 
Deceived." 

In  July,  1844,  the  Londonderry  Presbytery,  at  the  call  of 
the  mod^ntor,  met  at  Litchfield  and  dedicated  a  new  house 
of  worship,  on  which  occasion  Bev.  Mr.  Wood  preadied  the 
sermon.  The  Presbytery  at  the  same  meetir^,  re-organieed 
and  constituted  a  Presbyterian  dmrcL  Bev.  Mr.  Bradford 
preadied  ike  sermon.    Jan.  6, 1845,  the  church  met  and 
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dected  their  Elders.  Bev.  Mr.  Brainerd  presided,  as  mod- 
erator. John  Parker,  Moses  Chase,  and  Andrew  Lydston, 
were  elected  Elders.  The  constitutional  questions  were  pro- 
IK>sed,  and  Moses  Chase  and  Andrew  Lyaston  were  ordain- 
ed to  the  eldership,  by  "the  laying  on  oi  hands"  and  prayer. 
Mr.  Parker  had  oeen  before  ordained.  Dea.  Moses  Chase 
was  chosen  clerk  of  Session. 

In  Oct.  1846,  Mr.  William  H.  Porter  received  an  invita- 
tion from  the  cnurch,  (Bev.  Mr.  Brainerd  acting  as  modera- 
tor,) to  become  their  pastor.  He  was  ordained  according  to 
nsa^,  by  Londonderry  Presbytery,  and  was  dismissed  in 
18w.  Previous  to  Mr.  Porter's  settlement,  Bev.  Messrs. 
Wood  and  Miltimore  preached  here  as  stated  supplies.  The 
church  had  successively  the  labors  and  ministrations  of  sev- 
eral supplies — Mr.  Fuller,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Blanchard,  Mr. 
Tuttle,  and  others.  The  latter  part  of  1852.  or  first  of 
1853,  the  Session  and  church  invited  Bev.  S.  N.  Howel  to 
become  their  pastor.  He  supplied  them  some  months,  but 
did  not  accede  to  their  request. 

In  June,  1854,  Bev.  Ebenezer  Newhall  received  a  call 
from  the  congregation,  in  concurrence  with  the  session  and 
the  church,  to  l^ome  their  pastor.  The  call  was  accepted. 
The  Session,  in  August,  designated  a  day  for  installation — 
Sept.  27th.  On  tbit  day  the  Londonderry  Presbytery,  at 
the  call  of  the  moderator,  met  and  performed  the  services  ci 
installation.  Bev.  Benjamin  B.  Allen  preached  the  sermcm. 
The  present  pastor  is  the  seventh.  The  Bev.  Benjamin 
Chase,  now  residing  in  Natches,  had  his  birth  and  his  early 
training  here. 


LYNDEBOBOUGH. 

Rev.  E.  B.  Claggett. 

The  unsuccessful  attempt  to  make  the  conquest  of  Cana- 
da, by  some  of  the  Englisn  Colonies  in  1690,  nad  an  impor- 
tant connection  with  the  character  and  history  of  the  people 
in  Lyndeborough.  Forty  six  years  dter  this  event,  "  Vbe 
Great  and  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay"  ^ve  to 
Capt.  Samuel  King  and  59  others,  who  were  engaged  m  that 
perilous  attempt,  a  township  of  land,  as  a  reward  for  their 
courage  and  sufferings.  The  township  selected  for  tiiis  pur- 
pose was  situated  in  the  province  oi  New  Hampshire.  It 
received,  first,  the  name  of  Salem  Canada,  afterwards,  that 
of  Lyndeborough.    Capt.  King  and  his  company  bel<»iged 
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io  Salem  and  its  vicinity^  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
first  settlers  of  that  township  came  from  that  part  of  Massa- 
chusetts. They  brought  wifli  them  in  1739  and  onward,  the 
Bible  and  Catechism^  with  somewhat  of  the  jmritan  charac- 
ter and  puritan  sentmients.  At  an  early  period  they  had  a 
fiamed  Meetinff-house  and  public  worship ;  but  owing  prob- 
ab]|r  to  the  tardy  settlement  of  the  place,  a  church  was  not 
organized  until  1757.  Prior  to  its  formation,  it  was  "  voted," 
at  a  meeting  of  the  people,  "  to  keep  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer  for  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  in  choosing  a  min- 
ister, and  settling  church  order.  Voted  also,  to  send  for 
Bev.  Daniel  Wilkms,  of  Souh^an  West,  Rev.  Daniel  Emer- 
son of  Hollis,  and  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson  of  Pepperill,  to  car- 
ry on  the  worship  of  said  day  of  festing^  and  give  their  ad- 
vice in  the  weiffhty  affitir  of  settling  a  minister." 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1757,  a  church  consisting  of  eight 
men  was  organized,  and  on  the  7th  of  the  same  month  Itev. 
John  Rand,  who  had  received  a  imanimous  call,  was  ordained 
its  pastor,  by  a  coimdl  of  four  ministers  and  five  delegittes. 
We  cannot  ascertain  the  exact  amount  of  his  salary,  but  the 
records  show  that  he  was  to  receive  a  specified  quantity  of 
wood,  with  a  certain  allowance  from  the  proprietors  of  the 
township,  while  the  Society  "  voted  to  give  him  one  shiUing 
for  each  soul  in  town,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  shillings 
according  to  the  increase  of  the  number  of  souls."  He  also 
had  liberty  to  preach  six  Sabbaths  a  year,  for  his  own  pecun- 
iary benent,  to  the  destitute  in  other  towns.  Soon  aner  the 
ordination  of  their  pastor,  they  b^an,  for  the  better  accom- 
modation of  the  people,  to  bmld  another  Meeting-house,  on 
what  was  called  Rociy  Hill.  This  was  not  long  used,  how- 
ever, for  public  worship,  for  in  1772,  a  large  and  substantial 
dmrch  edifice  was  completed,  which  was  occupied  for  the 
period  of  sixty  five  years,  when  the  present  commodious 
nouse  was  erected  by  individual  enterprise,  and  made  the 
property,  not  of  the  town,  as  was  the  case  with  the  preceding 
ones,  but,  of  the  Congregational  society.  The  pastorate  of 
Mr.  Rand  was.  a  brief  one  for  those  days.  Barlv  in  the 
spring  of  1761,  it  appears  that  diflicultv  existed  (tne  origin 
and  nature  of  which  are  not  recordecy  which  led  to  the 
calling  of  a  council,  and  on  the  8th  oi  April  the  ensuing 
year,  his  pastoral  relation  was  dissolved,  four  years  and  four 
months  nom  the  date  of  his  ordination.  For  about  five 
years  from  tibis  event,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  several 
different  clergymen.  In  the  meantime  the  proprietors  of 
the  township  who  lived  in  Massachusetts,  desirous  of  encour- 
aging the  settlement  of  '^a  learned^  or^wdox  minister"  in 
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I^deborough,  "  voted  to  pay  to  the  oider  of  the  town,  felr 
sudli  minister,  the  sum  of  £33  68  8d  annually  for  the  spaoe 
oi  five  years ;"  and  at  the  same  time  they  made  a  ^^ grant  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  to  auch  person^  his  heirs  and  mi^ 
si^s  forever." 

In  1767  the  people  extended  a  unanimous  call  to  the  Bev. 
Bewail  Qoodridge  to  settle  among  them,  the  town  votiag 
him  ^^  a  settlement"  of  £50  sterling,  with  an  aimual  salaiy 
of  £40  imtil  there  should  be  seventy  families  in  town,  than 
£45  until  there  should  be  ofte  hundred  &milies.  after  which 
he  should  receive  £50  annually.  Mr.  Goodrio^  accepted 
this  call  on  the  condition  that  ne  should  have  me  privue^ 
of  selecting  the  two  hundred  acres  which  the  proprietoia 
have  granted,  and  receive  from  them  ah  addition  to  his 
'^settlement"  of  about  128  dollars.  The  proprietors  com* 
nlying  with  his  proposal,  he  was  ordained  Sept.  7th,  1768. 
Mr.  Goodridge  mamed  ms  wife  in  Danvers.  His  bringing 
her  to  town  was  an  interesting  event  among  his  people, 
many  of  whom  went  out  to  meet  them.  They  came  in  a 
two  wheeled  chaise,  a  vehicle  ih&t  had  scarcely  been  seen  an 
any  of  our  towns  at  that  early  period.  Mr.  Jaoob  Wellmaft 
was  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  they  would  not  be  able  ta 
come  through  with  the  carriage^  or  at  least  that  the  lady 
would  not  have  coura^  to  ride  m  it.  Accordinglv  be  sad* 
died  and  jnUioned  his  horse,  thinking  he  might  nave  the 
honor  of  bringing  the  bride  himee^.  But  it  wafl  finally  con* 
eluded  that  tne  minister  and  his  wife  should  both  keep  their 
seats,  while  six  strong  men  followed  beUnd  to  keep  tfaa 
chaise  right  side  up. 

Mr.  Goodridge  is  believed  to  have  preached  sound  doctiia^ 
and  the  early  part  of  his  minisky  seems  to  have  been  highly 
blest.  Many  were  added  to  the  church — not  less  than  twen- 
ty four  the  second  year  after  his  ordiaation.  But  forjsevenil 
years  towards  the  close  of  his  life,  he  was  greatly  disabled  by 
physical  infirmities.  He  continued,  howler,  tne  nastor  <n 
thiis  church  till  his  connection  with  it  was  dissolved  oy  death, 
March  14th,  1809.  He  departed  this  life  in  the  sixty  sixth 
year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  forty  first  of  his  ministry  among 
this  people.  His  death  oocurred  town  meeting  day,  and  tht 
following  record  is  both  interesting  and  oomm^idabie :  ^^  Tha 
melancholy  news  of  the  death  of  our  pastor,  the  Bev.  Be^i^ 
€K)odridge,  being  announced  by  Dea.  Peter  Glaik, — voted, 
unanimously,  to  assist  the  bereaved  &mily  at  the  ftmenL 
and  in  bmrying  our  paator.  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  oi 
seven,  and  insUruct  them  to  bury  the  Bev.  Mr.  Goodridge  in 
a  respectful  and  mimieterial  manner, — to  request  aU  the  miii* 
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istecs  of  tills  vicinity  to  attend,  make  provision  for  their  &[^ 
tertainm^it,  and  pay  all  funeral  charges."  It  maj  be  int^^ 
esting  also  to  state,  in  this  connection,  that  in  tune  of  the 
war  of  ihe  American  Bevolution,  the  town  held  a  meeting. 
at  which  they  voted,  in  consideration  of  the  high  priees  ana 
Mcrea^ed  exp&nm  cf  HmnOy  to  add  to  the  salary  of  Bev.  Mr. 
Goodri(ke.  He  was,  by  md  way,  eminently  a  liberty  loving 
man,  and  his  faelings  were  warmly  enlisted  in  the  oause  of 
the  colonies. 

During  a  little  more  than  two  years  from  the  death  of  Mr. 
€hx>dridge,  the  church  was  without  a  pastor.  Several  minr 
iflters  supplied  the  pulpit  at  different  times,  to  some  of  whom 
invitations  to  settle  were  extended.  A  call  was  given  to  Bev. 
J.  Crosby,  now  a  Unitarian  cleigyman.  The  appointed  day 
<d  his  ordination  came ;  a  large  number  of  people  &om  tbk 
and  the  neighboring  towns  assembled,  and  waited  for  public 
services  to  commence.  But  during  the  examination  of  the 
candidate,  a  remonstrance  si^aed  Ixy  three  jprominent  memr 
b(M»  of  the  church,  exm<essing  their  fears  of  unsoundness  in 
his  theol(^,  indued  fne  coundl  to  r;efiise  him  ordination. 
Thus  the  town  was  saved  from  the  leaven  of  Unitarian  the- 
dogy,  fmd  the  way  kept  open  for  a  prophet  to  ^^  come  in  the 
fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.'' 

Not  l(Hig  after  tms,  Bev.  Kath^d  Merrill  received  a 
unanimous  call,  and  was  constituted  pastor  of  this  church, 
Oct.  30, 1811.  At  the  time  of  his  ordination,  the  number 
belonging  to  the  churdi  was  108.  During  the  first  twelve 
years  of  his  pastorate^  179  more  were  aculed.  But  at  no 
period^  since  tne  organization  of  the  church,  have  the  riches 
xyf  divine  grace  be^  so  signally  manifested  as  in  the  year 
1826.  For  a  considerable  season,  previous  to  this,  the  church 
was  in  deep  declension  (md  the  slumber  of  &lse  security 
.seems  to  have  settled  upon  all  the  people.  The  services  or 
the  Sabbath  were  but  thinly  attended,  and  prayer  meetii^ 
wekip  in  a  great  measure  n^ected.  The  few  who  mourned 
over  the  desolations  of  Zion  and  prayed  for  the  salvation  of 
1^  lost,  seemed  about  to  give  up  in  utter  discouragement. 
To  them  it  was  a  dark  and  solemn  day.  But  they  resolved 
to  appoint  one  more  prayer  meeting,  and  make  renewed  ex- 
ertions to  secure  a  laiger  attendance.  Their  cxj  was  heard, 
and  their  efforts  blest.  The  meetings  were  increased,  and  it 
was  manifest  that  the  Spirit  of  GKmI  was  present*.  Soon  the 
place  of  assembling  became  too  strait.  A  great  awakening 
vmoi.  The  work  so  increased,  that,  to  use  the  language 
of  Mr.  Merrill,  ^^  there  were  very  few  fiunilies  in  which  th^s 
were  not  sobm  who  seemed  to  be  either  de^ly  impressed,  or 
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to  be  rejoicing  in  hope  of  salvation.  The  BjHrit  of  the  Lord 
seemed  to  come  down  like  a  mighty  wind,  nrostrating  sin- 
ners and  bringing  them  submissively  to  Ohrist.  In  this 
workj  God  was  in  a  striking  manner  pleased  to  honor  his 
own  mstitutions.  Though  some  were  brought  in  who  were 
open  despisers  of  divine  truth,  of  Christians,  and  of  the  ho- 
ly Sabbath,  yet  nearly  all  who  were  hopeful  subjects  of  con- 
verting power  had  been  accustomed  to  attend  on  the  means 
of  grace.  Those  parts  of  the  town  where  the  people  uni- 
formly attended  religious  worship  were  the  parts  most  sig- 
nally blest,  while,  in  the  neightorhoods  where  the  families 
generally  absented  themselves  from  the  house  of  Gk)d,  there 
were  only  a  very  few  hopeM  conversions — a  solemn  feet 
speaking  volumes  on  the  miportance  of  giving  constant  at- 
tention to  the  means  of  grace."  As  the  miits  of  this  revival 
107  soon  made  a  profession  of  fiuth  in  Christ.  During  the 
remaining  nine  years  of  Rev.  Mr.  Merrill's  pastorate,  105 
more  were  added  to  the  church.  His  ministry  was  one  of 
great  success  and  blessed  results.  |^t,  considerable  difficul- 
tj  arising  in  respect  to  the  "  ministerial  fund,"  which  was 
eventually  diverted  from  its  proper  use,  and  the  town  ceas- 
ing, from  sectarian  feelings,  from  indifference  or  opposition 
to  evangelical  truth,  to  afford  him  an  adequate  support,  the 
good  man  be^n  to  oe  disheartened^  and  tmnking  his  useful- 
ness among  this  people  less  than  it  misht  be  elsewhere,  he 
was,  at  his  own  request,  on  the  28th  of  July,  1835.  in  the 
24th  year  of  his  pastorate,  honorably  dismissed,  for  tne  pur- 
pose of  entering  another  field  of  labor. 

In  October  following,  a  call  was  extended  to  Bev.  Jacob 
White,  who  was  ordained  and  installed  the  pastor  of  this 
church,  Jan.  13,  1836.  In  regard  to  his  mimstry  here,  Mr. 
White  himself  speaks  in  terms  of  commendable  modesty, 
just  one  year  prior  to  his  dismission :  "  Since  my  settle- 
ment, no  special  divine  influence  has  attended  mv  feeble 
efforts.  Eleven  only  have  imited  with  the  church,  while 
double  this  number  have  been  removed  from  it  by  death  and 
other  causes.  Though  many  in  town  uniformljr  absent 
themselves  from  the  public  worship  of  Gk)d,  still  it  is  said 
the  number  that  meets  with  us  on  the  Sabbath  is  larger 
than  it  was  some  years  ago.''  It  was  during  his  ministiy 
that  the  present  house  of  worship  was  erected,  and  an  excel- 
lent parsonage  house  was  built.  Difficulty  at  len^h  arose 
between  Mr.  White  and  a  portion  of  his  people,  which  led  to 
the  calling  of  a  council.  Although  the  coundl  found  notii- 
ing  in  their  investigation  of  the  case  "  to  impair  their  confi- 
dence in  Mr.  White  as  a  Christian,  and  fiuthfbl  minister  of 
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Hie  gospel  of  Christ/'  yet  such  was  the  state  of  feeling 
among  the  people,  and  such  the  pastor's  views  in  respect  to 
his  comfort  and  usefulness,  it  was  deemed  best  to  oissolve 
his  relation  to  the  church  and  society,  the  same  to  take  ef- 
fect June  30, 1840,  making  the  period  of  his  pastorate  about 
four  years  and  a  half.  It  required  some  time,  after  the  dis* 
mission  of  Mr.  White,  for  the  agitation  to  subside,  and  the 

g>ple  to  become  calm.  After  a  few  months  the  services  of 
V.  W.  Richardson  were  secured,  who  acted  as  stated  sup- 
for  nearly  two  years.    His  course  is  thought  to  have 

jn  judicious,  and  his  influence  salutary. 

Rev.  Ivory  Kimball  was  at  length  invited  to  settle,  and, 
having  signified  his  acceptance,  was  installed  Dec.  28,  1842. 
For  several  months  after  his  installation,  Mr.  Kimball  la- 
bored with  great  earnestness  and  zeal.  His  labors  were  at- 
tended wish  some  special  religious  interest,  and  a  few  hope- 
ful conversions.  During  his  pastorate  fourteen  were  added 
to  the  church,  eight  by  profession.  During  the  latter  part 
of  his  ministry  here  1^  was  greatly  afflicted  with  ill  health, 
which  at  len^h  rendered  his  dismission  necessary.  This 
took  place  at  his  own  request,  Feb.  24, 1846.  He  removed 
to  Maine,  where  he  di^  about  three  years  ago  greatly 
lamented.  He  was  a  good  man,  a  faithful  and  earnest 
preacher. 

Sent.  30, 1846,  Mr.  E.  B.  Cla^ett,  a  graduate  of  Ando- 
ver  theological  seminary,  was  ordained  and  constituted  the 
pastor  of  this  people,  with  whom  he  has  labored  in  the  gos- 
pel ministiT  nine  years.  Within  this  period  the  society  has 
paid  its  debts  to  the  amount  of  seveial  hundred  dollars^  a 
church  bell  has  been  procured,  and  the  minister's  salary  m- 
creased.  There  have  Ix^n  hopeful  conversions,  but  more  re- 
movals than  additions  to  the  church.  Such  is  the  history  of 
the  orthodox  Congregational  church  organized  in  Lyndebo- 
rough  ninety  eight  years  ago.  From  that  day  to  the  pres- 
ent, as  many  as  805  have  united  with  it,  exclusive  of  some 
whose  names  may  have  been  lost  in  consequence  of  a  chasm 
of  several  years  in  the  records  prior  to  1809.  Of  this  num- 
ber about  100  are  still  members  of  the  church,  while  many 
that  have  been  dismissed  are  scattered  abroad.  Ten  from 
this  church  have  been  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel.  There 
is  no  record  of  in&nt  baptisms  for  ten  years  alter  the  organ- 
ization of  the  church,  wid  none  for  more  than  twenty  years 
prior  to  1809.  The  whole  number  recorded  is  868.  Proba- 
bly not  less  than  a  thousand  have  received  the  rite.  In  re- 
gard to  the  state  of  morality  and  religion  forty  vears  ago  as 
compared  with  the  present,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
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there  has  been  deckled  improrement  in  this  parish,  -whidi 
embraces  orer  two  thirds  of  the  population  of  the  town.  Be- 
sides occasional  l^acies,  we  contnbnte  about  two  hundred 
dollars  a  year  for  tonevolent  objects. 

A  Calvinist  Baptist  church  was  organized  in  South  Lynde^ 
borough,  Dec.  10,  1829.  It  contained  22  members^  most  of 
whom  were  gathered  from  adjacent  towns.  Thougn  its  suo« 
cess  has  been  limited,  and  its  discouragements  many,  yet  it 
still  lives,  and  its  prospects  appear  to  brighten  under  the 
ministry  of  Bev.  E.  J.  Emery.  The  whole  number  of  mem- 
bers from  first  to  last  is  102.  And  the  diurch  is  reported  as 
having  sent  out  three  ministers. 


MANCHESTER. 

FimsT  Coma.  CBUBOK.^Ref>.  C«  W.  Wallxob. 

A  Presbvterian  church  was  organized  in  Manchester,  on 
the  2l8t  of  May,  1828.  The  means  of  grace  eigoyed  by  this 
church  were  very  limited.  There  was  no  house  of  won^p 
of  which  it  had  the  exclusive  control.  It  never  was  blessed 
with  the  labors  of  a  settled  pastor.  Bev.  Wm.  K.  TallxK^ 
supplied  the  pulpit  for  a  few  months  after  the  organization 
of  the  church.  In  1833  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Foster  was  ordain- 
ed as  an  evangelist,  and  divided  his  labors  for  some  time 
between  this  church  and  the  church  at  Amoskeag.  For  a 
number  of  years,  however,  this  church  was  almost  entirely 
destitute  of  the  stated  means  of  grace. 

A  Congregational  church  was  organized  in  Amoskeag  vil- 
lage, Dec.  2,  1828.  TMs  church  was  situated  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  Merrimack  river,  and  about  three  miles  ai»- 
tant  from  the  Presbyterian  church  before  mentioned.  Its 
condition  was  very  nmilar  to  that  church,  although  it  enjoy- 
ed to  a  greater  extent  the  stated  preacning  of  the  gospd. 
But  like  the  other,  it  never  had  a  settled  pastor  or  a  house 
it  could  control.  Among  those  who  supplied  this  church 
with  preaching,  was  Bev.  B.  F.  Foster,  before  mentioned, 
Bev.  Mr.  Noble,  Bev.  Mr.  French,  afterwards  missionary  at 
S»m,  Bev.  Mr.  Stone,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Wallace.  The  last 
named  commenced  his  labors  with  this  church  on  the  last 
Sabbath  in  April  1839.  About  the  same  time  this  church 
commenced  holding  meetings  at  the  new  village  of  Manches- 
ter. This  was  done  with  the  adviee  and  concurrence  of  the 
loembers  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  as  well  as  other  fiieoob 
oiF  Christ  in  the  neighboriiood.    This  wa»  the  first  regular 
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Bftbbath  service  which  was  commenced  and  sustained  in 
wint  is  now  the  heart  of  the  citj  of  Manchester.  During 
the  snmmer  of  1839,  it  became  apparent  that  the  interests 
of  religion  wonid  be  advanced  by  a  miion  of  the  Presbyterian 
dmrch  at  Manchester  center  and  the  Congregational  church 
at  Amoekeag  village,  and  to  have  the  same,  when  united, 
located  at  the  new  village  of  Manchester.  This  union  was 
^fected  Aug.  15,  1839,  and  the  church  thus  fonned  became 
what  is  now  The  First  OonaregaUoncU  Church  in  the  city  of 
Manchester.  Previous  to  this  union,  Moses  Noyes  was  the 
deacon  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  Daniel  Farmer  of  the 
Congregational  drareh,  and  by  ajpreement  of  parties  they 
retamed  the  stune  office  in  the  new  church.  The  articles  of 
fikith  and  covenant,  and  the  name  of  the  Amosbsa^  church, 
were  accepted.  The  articles  are  stronffly  Calvanistic  in  doc- 
trine. At  the  time  of  the  union  the  church  consisted  of  28 
members,  ^nce  that  time  424  have  been  added — 298  by 
letter  and  126  by  profesMon  of  faith — ^making  452.  Of  these 
four  have  been  excluded — 39  have  deceased — 128  have  been 
dttmissed  to  other  churches,  and  273  is  the  number  of  the 
present  membership. 

Soon  after  the  oiganiaation  of  the  church  in  its  present 
forai,  Nahum  Baldwin  and  Hiram  Brown  were  chosen  dea^ 
cons,  and  at  a  later  period,  1848,  Henry  Lancaster  and  Hol- 
brook  Chandler  were  appointed  to  the  same  office.  All  these 
brethren  still  survive,  and  have  ever  been  united  with  the 
pastor  in  maintaining  the  order,  discipline,  harmony  and 
i^irituality  of  the  church,  and  have  thereby  added  much  to 
his  usefulness  as  a  minister  of  Christ.  Seasons  of  religious 
interest  have  been  enjoyed.  In  18^,  26  were  received  on 
profession  of  &ith ;  in  1850, 17 ;  and  in  1852, 12.  No  year 
W  passed  without  some  additions  to  the  church  by  profes- 
sion. And  not  a  few  have  be^i  converted,  who  have  united 
with  other  churches  as  they  returned  to  their  homes  in  other 
parts  of  the  State.  (General  peace  and  harmony  have  pre- 
vailed among  i^e  members  of  this  church.  They  have  been 
united  in  doctrine,  in  labors  to  promote  spirituality,  and  in 
regard  to  the  moral  questions  of  the  day.  In  respect  to  all 
ttese  subjects,  tiiey  nave  been  found  walking,  m  a  good 
degree,  in  the  fear  of  QtoA,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  The  contributions  of  i3si&  church  for  charitable  pur* 
poses,  during  some  years  past,  have  been  between  $700  and 
llOOO. 

In  April,  1838,  a  reli^^ious  society  was  formed  at  Amos^ 
keag.  It  was  known  1^  the  name  of  Ths  First  Congrtqa^ 
HqMl  Sodetjf  in  Amoskaag  village.    The  spirit  and  design 
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of  this  society  may  be  seen  from  the  following  extract  flom 
the  Preamble :  '^  The  object  of  this  association  is  to  support 
and  enjoy  more  effectually  the  institutions  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion. Our  belief  is  in  the  reality  of  a  Divine  Revelation, 
our  desire  is  to  know  its  truths — zealously  to  maintain 
these  is  our  fixed  purpose.  We  unite  in  the  fear  of  God. 
For  success  our  hope  is  in  the  riches  of  his  mercy.  Praying 
for  divine  assistance,  for  purity  of  intention,  mutual  affect 
tion,  a  love  for  the  truth  and  a  holy  concern  for  our  beet 
interests,  we  unite  for  the  fiirtherance  of  our  object."  At 
the  organization  of  the  society,  Daniel  Fanner  was  chosen 
president,  and  Geo.  W.  Kimball  secretary.  The  name  of 
the  society  has  since  been  changed  to  The  Congregational 
Society  in  Manchester.  Among  the  first  things  attempted 
by  this  society  was  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship.  Va- 
rious plans  were  proposed  and  different  sites  were  mention- 
ed. Finally,  in  the  spring  of  1839,  the  society  commenced 
building  their  present  house  of  worship.  It  was  completed 
the  following^  autumn,  and  dedicated  in  November  of  the 
same  year.  The  house  is  built  of  wood — 64  feet  wide  by  81 
long,  without  galleries  or  a  tower,  and  at  an  expense  includ- 
ing Land  of  atout  $5500,  though  the  land,  valued  at  about 
J  500,  was  given  by  the  "  Amoskeag  Land  and  Water  Power 
Company.  The  house  contain^  122  pews  and  would 
accommodate  about  650  persons.  At  a  subseouent  period 
this  house  was  enlarged.  It  is  now  100  feet  long  and  64 
wide^ — contains  164  pews  and  will  accommodate  900  persons. 
The  expense  of  the  enlargement  was  about  $3000.  The 
society  also  own  a  vestry  which  cost  about  J 1500.  They 
have  an  organ  in  their  house  of  worship  which  cost  about 
9 1500.  Other  additions  and  improvements  have  been  made, 
which,  together  with  the  increased  value  of  property  in  this 
city,  wouW  make  the  whole  amount  of  the  property  of  the 
society  at  the  present  time,  about  3 14,000  or  $15,000,  on 
which  there  is  a  debt  of  $6000.  All  the  expenses  of  the 
support  of  the  institutions  of  religion  are  sustamed  by  a  tax 
on  the  pews,  which  are  ovmed  by  the  society.  For  the  year 
1854  the  amount  collected  was  92674,63.  This  society  has 
always  made  a  liberal  provision  for  the  support  of  the  gospel, 
as  well  as  having  allowed  their  pastor  seasons  of  rest,  imd 
supplying  the  pulpit  during  his  absence. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wallace,  then  a  licentiate  of  the  Londonderry 
Presbytery,  commenced  his  labors  in  connection  with  the 
first  Congregational  church  and  society  on  the  last  Sabbath 
in  April,  1839.  He  did  not  commence  preachiug  as  a  can- 
didate for  settlement    He  continued,  however,  to  supply  the 
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pulpit  until  Nor.  of  the  same  year,  when  he  received  a  call 
to  settle  as  the  pastor  of  the  chureh  and  society.  The  call 
was  accepted,  and  on  the  8th  of  Jan.  1840,  he  was  ordained. 
Of  the  council  convened  on  this  occasion,  Bev.  C.  P.  Brad- 
ford was  chosen  modei^tor.  Bev.  J.  Clement  scribe^  and  Bev. 
£.  Ij.  Parlcer  assistant  scribe.  Thirteen  churches  were  invi- 
ted to  be  represented  on  the  council,  each  having  a  pastor. 
Of  these,  only  Bev.  Thomas  Savage  of  Bedford  retains  the 
poriticm  then  occupied,  while  the  moderator,  the  assistant 
soribe.  Bev.  Dr.  Boroham  (^  Pembroke  who  offered  Ihe 
introductory  prayer,  and  Bev.  U.  C.  Bumap  of  Lowell  who 
prenchdd  the  sermon,  have  been  called  to  their  rest  and 
raward.  The  pastor  of  this  church  was  the  first  minister 
ever  ordained  wd  installed  in  the  town,  and  his  settlement 
occurred  ninety  years  after  the  town  was  incorporated. 

Some  fiicts  connected  with  the  early  history  of  this  town 
mpy  be  worthy  of  a  permanent  record.  Soon  after  the 
ijieorporation  of  the  town,  efibrts  were  made  to  support  the 
gjoepel.  In  1753  a  o£dl  was  extended  to  Bev.  Mr.  McDowdl 
to  settle  in  the  ministry.  He  declined.  T wentyvears after, 
a  call  was  presented  to  Bev.  Geoige  Gilmore.  He  likewise 
declined .  and  the  town  continued  to  en^loy  «ome  clei^yman 
to  pieacn  a  few  Sabbaths  each  vear.  But  it  d^es  not  appear 
ttiat  any  minister  was  ever  settled  in  this  town  or  became  a 
permanent  resicb^t  of  it,  until  a  very  recent  period.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century,  a  house  of  warship  was 
erected  but  never  entirely  finished.  It  was  occupied  only  a 
portion  of  the  time.  As  a  striking  collateral  fact,  and  a^Q 
endance  that  the  gospel  promotes  oiucation,  it  is  worthy  of 
OiOitioe^  that,  it  was  not  until  very  near  the  cbse  of  ike  last 
century  that  public  schools  were  establidied  in  this  town. — 
As  one  of  the  results  of  this  absence  of  the  goq^wl  and  pub- 
lic odiools,  fer  nearly  a  oentury  after  the  settlem^t  of  the 
town,  neither  lawyer,  doctor,  or  minister,  were  found  among 
itspermanent  inhabitants.  And  so  far  as  known  no  man  bom 
in  town  during  that  period,  devoted  his  life  to  the  pursuit 
of  either  of  those  professions.  In  this  respect  however,  these 
is  now  a  very  djecided  improvement.  The  Presbyterian 
church  was  the  first  church  organized  in  town.  Soon  after, 
ft  Methodist  church  was  form^  whidi  still  continues.  The 
whole  number  of  religious  societies  of  all  denominations 
witllin  the  city  is  thirteen,  viz  :  three  Congr^tional,  two 
Episcopal  Methodist,  one  Wedieyan  Methodist,  two  Bap- 
tist, one  Free  Will  Baptist,  one  Episcopal,  one  Papal 
church,  one  Unitarian,  one  Universalist. 
U 
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MANCHESTER. 

FxAHKUR  St.  Csvbcs^— Rot.  S.  C.  Babtlptt. 

This,  the  second  Congregational  church,  was  formed  in 
1844,  by  colonization  from  the  First  church.  The  crowded 
state  of  that  congregation,  and  the  prospect  of  a  rapid  influx 
of  population  into  the  city,  had  led  many  individuals^  includ- 
ing the  pastor  of  the  First  church,  seriously  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  organizing  a  second  church  and  society.  The 
first  pubhc  movement  was  made  on  the  27th  of  April. — 
After  the  adjournment  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  First 
Congregational  society,  held  on  that  day,  another  meeting 
was  organized  by  the  persons  present,  and  a  resolution  was 
introduced,  affirming  the  expeoiency  of  immediate  measures 
for  the  formation  of  a  second  church  and  society.  The 
Besolution  was  discussed  and  laid  upon  the  table  ;  and  a 
committee^  consisting  of  Rev.  0.  W.  Wallace,  Asa  0.  Colby, 
Abram  Bngtom,  Andrew  Moody  and  W.  G.  Means,  (all  pro- 
fessors of  religion,")  was  appointed  to  make  further  inquiries. 
After  one  week,  tne  committee  reported  strongly  in  favor  of 
the  project ;  and  the  Besolution  of  the  previous  meeting 
was  adopted.t  On  the  7th  of  May,  at  a  meeting  puUicly 
called  for  the  purpose,  a  constitution  for  a  second  Congr^- 
tional  society  was  presented,  discussed,  adopted,  and  signed 
by  sixteen  individuals.  Josiah  Crosby,  M.D.,  was  chosen 
President,  and  Abram  Brigham,  Clerk  and  Treasurer.  Legal 
notice  of  the  existence  of  the  Society  was  given  in  the  Man- 
diester  Memorial  on  the  23d  of  May,  signed  bv  twenty  six 
individuals.  The  society  immediately  hired  the  town  hall 
as  a  place  of  worship,  at  a  rent  of  9150  a  year,  and  com- 
men»3d  public  services  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  June. 

A  committee  had  been  appointed  on  the  20th  of  May,  to 
confer  with  the  First  church  on  the  expediency  of  forming  a 
a  new  church.  The  result  was,  that  an  ecclesiastical  council 
of  ministers  and  delegates  firom  nine  neighboring  churches- 
Rev.  A.  Bumham,  moderator,  and  Rev.  P.  B.  Day,  scribe, — 
assembled  on  the  27th  of  June  1844,  at  the  house  of  Rev. 
C.  W.  Wallace  ;  and  on  the  same  d^  oraanized  the  second 
Congr^ational,  now  named  Tfie  irav^in  Street  Church. 
It  was  composed  of  twenty  members  ;  eight  of  them  from 
the  First  church,  and  the  remainder,  members  of  various 
churches,  who  had  been  waiting  for  tms  movement.  David 
Brigham  was  the  first  deacon  chosen,  and  Thomas  Carleton 
the  second. 

The  first  pastor  was  Henry  M.  Dexter,  then  recently  fiom 
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Andover  iheolc^cal  seminary^  who  received  a  unanimbus 
call,  and  was  or<mmed  Nov.  6, 1844.  Sennon  by  Rev.  E.  N. 
Kirk  of  Boston.  Salary,  9  800  the  first  year,  9  900  the  sec- 
ond, 9 1000  afterwards.  After  a  fitithful  ministry,  Mr.  Dex- 
tor  was  dismissed  March  14,  1849,  to  the  venr  deep  regret 
of  the  church  and  people.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Henry 
8.  Clarke,  instaUed  Sentember  26th  of  the  same  vear  ;  ser- 
mon by  Rev.  Walter  Cflarke  of  Hartford,  Conn.  On  account 
of  his  health,  Mr.  Clarke,  after  an  acceptable  ministry,  was 
dismissed  July  1, 1852. 

The  present  incumbent,  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  was  in- 
stalled JSfov.  3, 1852  ;  sermon  by  Rev.  N.  Lord,  D.D.  The 
salary  was,  in  March  18i4,  l^  spontaneous  and  unanimous 
▼ote  of  the  society  raised  to  %  1200. 

From  the  formation  of  the  church  the  number  of  members 
received  bv  profession  is  105,  and  by  letter,  262.  Present 
number  of  members  246.  No  powerful  reviveJs  have  been 
enjoyed.  The  means  of  grace,  nowever,  have  been  accom- 
panied by  occasional  influences  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  In  the 
year  1850,  25  individuals  were  received  to  the  church  by 
profession.  During  the  year  ending  July  3, 1854,  21  were 
added  in  like  manner,  nearly  all  being  members  of  the  Sab- 
bath School. 

The  history  of  this  church  and  society  has  been  marked 
by  much  wisdom  and  efficiency,  and  entire  harmony  of  action. 
The  enterprise  was  commenced  among  a  population  then  so 
changing,  that  of  the  first  60  members  of  the  church,  only 
20  remain  at  the  end  of  ten  years.  They  experienced  very 
serious  embarrassments  in  securing  a  place  of  worship. — 
They  were  called  to  part  with  two  successftd  pastors  in  the 
first  eight  years.  But  every  movement  from  the  beginning 
has  been  maturely  considered  and  firmlv  made.  The  enter- 
prise was  commenced  with  the  full  ana  hearty  concurrence 
of  the  First  church.  Stable  men  took  charge  of  it.  The 
means  of  support  were  ascertained  before  a  preacher  was 
engaged.  A  church  edifice  was  not  erected  till  it  could  be 
done  so  as  to  meet  the  permanent  wants  of  the  congr^a- 
tion.  However  reluctant  to  part  with  their  pastors,  the 
people  have  done  it  in  kindness,  and  united  perfectly  upon 
their  successors.  The  pastoral  office  has  been  left  vacant 
the  diortest  practicable  time  ;  and  the  endeavor  has  been 
made  to  introduce  into  the  pulpit  only  those  candidates,  in 
regard  to  whom  ihere  was  supposed  to  be  some  reasonable 
prospect  of  mutuid  satisfaction.  The  society  has  thus  main- 
tained a  high  d^ree  of  outward  prosperity,  and  has  attained 
the  stabilily  of  dider  congregations. 
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Tfae'ftist  pkee  of  ^oisbip  "was  the  Town  halL  la  ion 
weeks  ^  hall  was  burnt ;  dnd  the  congittgation  temporarily 
occupied'a  small  chi^l  ncm  BtantiDg  on  Central  street ;  then 
Patten^s  faall ;  and  flubseqnently  the  new  City  hall.  The 
{m>ject  of  erecting  a  house  of  worship^  whidi  was  contem- 
Tilated  Aom  the  beginning,  began  to  be  seriously  agitated  in 
1846.  Sabscrtptions  to  tiie  amount  of  92900  were  raised 
to  commence  the  ^ort.  A  lot  of  land  on  FranMin  street  w«0 
given  to  the  society,  by  the  liberality  cf  the  Amoskeag  Man- 
ufacturing Company.  A  plan  was  prepared  by  a  committee, 
in  consultation  with  Mr.  Bond,  an  ardiitect  of  Boston. — 
The  bouse  was  commenced  early  in  1847,  and  dedicated 
December  22nd  of  the  same  year.  Sermon  by  ihe  pastor, 
Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter.  It  is  a  neat  edifice  of  brick,  measuitnf 
ninety  feet  by  serenty,  with  an  audience  room  capable  of 
•eating  1090  persons.  The  basement  contains  a  Isiige  lee- 
iure  room,  a  smaller  one,  and  a  third  room  fitted  up  for  oom- 
mittee  raeetti^,  sewing  circles  and  similar  |nirposes.  The 
house  and  fixtures  cost  about  9 12,000  ;  bemdes  ike  oigMH, 
built  by  Simmons  of  Boston,  at  a  cost  of  9 1900  more. 

The  church  observes  the  Monthly  Concert  and  the  Sab- 
bath School  Concert  of  prayer  on  tne  first  two  Sabbaths  of 
each  month,  and  meetings  for  prayer  and  Christian  coiifei^ 
ence  on  the  remaining  8d[)bath  evenings.  There  is  ^  weekly 
lecture  or  a  conference  meeting  on  Thursday  evening,  i^ 
whjk^  time  all  ordinary  church  business  is  traiMacted.  Osn- 
didates  ior  admission  to  the  church  are  examined  by  tiie 
etandmg  committee.  Members  received  from  other  cborches 
by  letter,  publicly  assent  to  the  covenant.  The  Sabbath 
^hool  is  continued  through  the  year ;  and  teachers'  meetifigs 
are  regularly  h^ld.  Tfam  is  a  Maternal  Association,  tne 
children  being  present  at  the  quarterly  meetii^ ;  and  a  Lir 
dies'  Sewing  Circle  once  a  fortnight,  acccmipaaied  during  the 
winter  by  a  social  gathering  in  we  evening. 

Money  is  raised  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  by  rent  ^ 
the  pews.  Collections  are  taken  in  church  for  benevolent 
objects,  tegularlv  once  in  two  months ;  also  at  the  Monthly 
concert  and  Sabbath  School  concert ;  and  money  is  raised  finr 
Foreign  Missions  and  for  ihe  City  Mission  by  subscripticm. 
The  amount  thus  collected  in  1854  was  9870.  Other  con- 
skleraUe  sums  solicited  among  the  society  by  agute  for 
causes  sot  on  the  reguhir  list,  are  not  included. 
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Chbutia*  stfisflioH  CHvmosj— Rev.  T.  P.  Sawxv. 

In  the  spring  of  1847,  Rev.  J.  L.  Seymour  was  employed 
by  the  friends  of  religion  to  act  as  dtj  missionary  in  this 
place.  A  hall  was  rented^  in  which  he  opened  a  Sabbath 
School  and  conducted  religious  service.  The  idea  of  institut- 
ing a  Free  Chapel  wae  su^^ested  and  &voraUy  regarded. — 
To  this  ol))eet^  the  '^  Amiweag  Hanu&cturin^  am.  Water 
Power  Company/'  gave  a  lot  of  land  considered  worth 
1-1000,  and  d^  tbo  contribution  of  individuals  and  also  of 
die  Conffregational  and  Presbyterian  diurehes  of  the  State, 
iifa  biuldinff  was  cooapleted  in  the  Mk  of  1850,  at  an 
expense  of  fux>ut  93000,  canable  of  seating  400  peo]^. 

The  ^^  Manchester  City  Missionarv  Soaety''  was  legally 
arganiaed  April  24, 1850,  and  hold  the  property  by  a  tenure 
Dsqniring  '^that  no  rent  or  tax  shall  be  assessed  on  any  slip 
or  seat  in  said  house  o£  public  worship,  aod  that  it  forever 
be  kept  open  and  free  for  the  poor  in  tne  city  of  Maoohes- 

The  society  em|4oys  a  dericaL  misflionarv  aad  meets  its* 
annual  expenses ;  1st,  by  the  income  <^  91000,  beaueathed 
fi)r  the  purpose  by  the  late  Thomas  D.  Memll  of  Ooneord; 
2fl,  by  &»  iq^prc^priation  of  9150  hj  the  State  AGissionary 
Society ;  3d,  by  donations  of  contributions  £com  the  two 
OoQgregational  dnvches  in  the  city  and  in  the  chfl^pel.  Du* 
rmEt  the  erection  of  the  chapel  no  missionary  wa«  wi^oyed. 
ma  Bev.  Mr.  Seymour  having  been  called  to  another  nehl 
<tf  labor,  BiBV.  T.  P.  Sawin,  then  of  Harwich,  Ms.,  was  invit- 
ed^ wim  oommenoed  his  duties  April,  1851.  After  a  few 
Bfecmthfl^  ib  was  thought  desiiaUe,  especially  by  those  who 
UKnred  in  the  Mission  SabbatJi  SmxA  and  attended  the 
(diapel  sarvice,  that  a  diurch  be  oigmzed  into  which  might 
W  Withered  the  results  of  missionaiy  labor.  This  was  effecir- 
«i  oy  an  ecclesiastical  ccmnoil,  Deo.  30, 1852,  under  iti^ 
pnoaent  name ;  17  m^nbers  were  then  united  in  covenant^ 
to  which  10  were  added  within  two  months.  The  whole 
nnmb^  that  have  united  is 44;  deducting  the  dismissions 
tnd  deaths,  the  present  nnmbev  is  36.  The^  number  of  aduU 
Uptisms,  nine;  infants^  five.  The  church  wsas  oig^aed 
with  the  distinct  understandings  that  whenever  its  own 
ii^rests,  the  suceess  of  the  mission^  or  the  cause  of  leligixm 
ttfuires,  it  wky  leave  the  diap^ andpoovide  fi)r  itself  ^ae* 
yman.  Th&  cmueh  in  its  piesent  €i»nection  with  the  mia- 
Mn  electa  the  miasumary  fes  ita  patter,  and  in  all  reni^tisi 
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is  Copgr^tionaL  It  is  fiiUy  believed  that  no  miasionarj 
field  in  l^w  Hampshire  more  richly  repays  the  ben^u^ons 
required  to  sustain  it. 


MASON. 

Most  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  town  were  poor,  but 
industrious  men.  A  good  number  were  professors  of  reli- 
rion ;  but  none  of  them  of  more  than  common  education  for 
^t  day.  Instead  of  forming  their  settlement  in  a  compact 
neighborhood,  they  were  so  widely  scattered  as  to  render  it 
almost  impracticable,  for  a  time,  for  them  to  have  schools 
for  their  children. 

Many  of  the  original  proprietors  manifested  regard  fer 
reli^ous  institutions,  and  a  willin^ess  to  aid  the  settlers  in 
their  feeble  state  to  maintain  pubhc  reli^ous  worship.  And 
these  men,  brought  up  in  the  early  habits  of  New  En^nd, 
and  taught  to  regard  the  Babbath  as  an  holy  day,  did  not 
feel  themselves  relieved  fix)m  impleasant  restramt  when 
located  in  the  wilderness,  where  they  had  no  place  to  meet 
for  relij^ous  worship  on  the  Lord's  day.  Poor  as  they  were 
they  wiUingly  contributed  of  their  scanty  substance  to  obtain 
preaching  part  of  the  time.  Nor  were  they  satisfied  with 
occasioned  preaching,  or  for  a  part  of  the  year.  They  eariy 
sought  to  have  a  mmister  settled  among  them ;  and  actually 
save  a  call  to  two  gentlemen  to  be^me  their  minister, 
before  they  had  formed  into  a  church  state,  and,  considering 
their  circumstances,  made  them  fair  ofiers.  Their  regard 
for  religion  was  ©<lji*lly  shown  in  preparing  a  house  for  reli- 
gious meetings.  Witnin  three  or  four  years  fix)m  the  date 
of  the  charter  the  proprietors,  with  the  inhabitants,  erected 
a  Meeting-house.  True,  it  was  small,  and  never  was  thor- 
oughly finished ;  yet,  compared  with  the  ability  of  the  peo- 
£le,  equal  to  some  elegant  nouses  of  the  present  day.  Tins 
ouse  stood,  and  was  used  for  public  meetings,  nearly  forty 
years. 

The  town  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1768,  and  then 
caUed  Mason.  Four  years  from  ihis  date  a  church  was 
gathered  in  the  place.  At  this  time  an  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cil was  convenea  for  the  purpose  of  embodying  a  church,  and 
ordaining  their  pastor  elect,  Mr.  Jonathan  Bearle.  In  the 
covenant  transaction  between  themselves  and  God,  ihB 
church  was  called  a  Calvinistic  church,  and  in  their  articlea 
of  fidtii,  they  say,  ''We  cordially  adhere  to  the  piiiicqdes  of 
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religion  (at  least  to  the  substiuice  of  them)  contained  in  the 
Shorter  Catechism  of  the  Assembly  of  Divmes."  The  whole 
nnmber  of  brethren  who  subscribed  the  covenant  was  12 — 
and  after  bein^  declared  ^'a  distinct  chufch  regularly  and 
scripturallj  embodied/'  they  by  vote  admitted  the  sisters, 
nine  in  number,  as  members.  Soon  after  the  ordination  of 
Bev.  Mr.  Searle,  unhappy  difficulties  arose  between  the  pas- 
tor and  the  flock,  whicn  issued  in  his  dismission  in  about 
nine  years  after  his  settlement.  At  this  time  or  soon  after, 
Mr.  Searle  ceased  from  preadiing.  but,  being  constituted  a 
civil  magistrate,  he  officiated  in  tibis  ccmaci^,  and  lived  in 
the  town  to  an  advanced  age.  During  the  mmistry  of  Mr. 
Searle  only  23  were  added  to  the  church;  14  by  profession, 
and  nine  by  letter ;  and  11  were  admitted  to  own  the  cove- 
nant, as  it  was  called,  according  to  the  practice  of  most 
churches  in  New  England  at  that  day.  Between  this^^riod 
and  the  year  1790  the  church  record  shows  the  admission  of 
only  one  member.  True,  several  members  of  other  churches 
had  located  in  the  town,  out  did  not  remove  their  relation 
to  this  mourning  church  for  several  years.  What  a  long 
death-like  sleep  i  Yet  in  the  latter  part  of  this  sad  night, 
it  pleased  God  to  cause  some  mercy  drops  to  fall,  though 
this  church  as  a  visible  body  was  not  then  mcreased.  About 
the  year  1785,  Ood  in  mercy  visited  this  section  of  country, 
and  caused  a  great  revival  of  religion  in  his  people,  and  of 
his  work  in  converting  sinners,  particularly  in  JSew  Ipswich, 
under  the  ministry  of  the  venerable  Farrar.  From  this 
place  the  work  extended  to  some  other  towns  and  churches ; 
and  this  part  of  the  vineyard  was  not  wholly  passed  by, 
although  it  was  in  a  deplorable  state.  Some  few  Christians 
in  Mason  were  awakened,  and  b^an  to  apply  themselves  to 
their  long  neglected  duty ;  and  many  of  the  people^  espec- 
ially of  the  young,  flocked  to  the  solemn  meetings  m  New 
Ipswich,  and  were  filled  with  wonder.  Soon  some  were  con- 
victed of  sin,  and  became  anxious  for  their  souls'  salvation, 
and  after  a  time  rejoiced  in  hope  of  pardoning  mercy.  But 
such  was  the  state  of  the  church  in  Mason,  destitute  of  a 
minifiter,  broken,  disspirited,  that  the  converts  sought  to 
nnite  with  the  cnurch  of  New  Ipswich ;  to  which  they  had 
become  tenderly  attadied  by  that  acquaintance  with  the 
members  which  had  been  brought  about  by  their  intercourse, 
and  by  that  mutual  love  which  new  bom  souls  who  have 
mourned  and  wept,  and  prayed  and  rejoiced  t(^ther,  must 
feel  Their  request  was  granted  on  condition  that  they 
lemove  their  relation  whenever  the  church  in  Mason  should 
become  settled. 
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It  may  be  conAMered  as  a  happy  effect  of  th»  leviTal, 
that  the  church  and  confflpegation  in  Mason  were  moved  to 
seek  the  immediate  settlement  of  a  go^l  minister.  Bev. 
Bbenezer  BSll  became  their  pastor  Nor.  3^  1790.  About  iWs^ 
time,  the  members  of  other  churches  resident  in  the  town, 
as  well  as  those  who  united  with  the  church  in  New  Ipswkii'y 
removed  their  relation,  and  the  church  in  Miyson  then  con- 
sisted of  36  members,  and  ta  1845  it  numbered  about  260 
resident  meilibcrs.  The  years  1801-2  were  indeed  year*  of 
the  right  kmd  of  God.  After  a  lon^  season  in  which  ft# 
were  persuaded  to  embrace  the  Savior,  and  Christians  ^»^^w 
in  a  deep  sleep,  it  pleased  a  gracious  Gtod  to  awaken  hi« 
people,  and,  at  lenrai,  to'  grant  such  a  refreshing  rain  uponf 
this  tmrsty  part  df  his  heritage  as  had  never  before  been 
enjoyed  in  this  tjlace.  The  number  gathered  into  the  church 
as  the  fruit  of  this  revival,  was  54  members.  Some  dm 
were  added  to  the  Baptist  church.  It  did  then  seem  as  if 
there  would  not  be  such  a  lowering  down  from  this  happy 
state  as*  is  like  diark  night  after  a  bright  and  glorious  day. — 
Such  moumAil  chsEUgeshave  been  witnessed  here.  Burt  Ood 
is  rich  in  grace  although  his  people  are'unfeiiMd.  In  tibe 
jeax  1812,  another,  though  shorter  season  of  gracious  visita- 
tion, was  granted,  when  25  were  added  to  the  number  of  vis^- 
HUe  believers.  This.  Hke  a  short  wintry  day,  was  succeeded 
bv  a  long  night ;  ana  only  now  and  then  one  Joined  the  vU« 
He  peo^e  of  Gk)d,  until  the  year  1826.  This  was  a  year 
More  distinguished  than  airy  other  had  been  in  the  annalff 
of  this  church.  Gk)d  wrou^t  gloriously — every  ^art  of  HbB 
town  was  graciously  visit^,  rad  it  was  so  manifestly  the 
work  of  Gbd  that  for  a  time  dl  opposition  seemed  to  be  put 
down.  The  fruit  of  tins  revival  was  62  added  this  year,  and 
19  the  next,  making  81,  besides  about  40  who  muted  with 
the  Baptists.  In  the  year  1831^  21  were  added,  and  in  tihe 
years  1834-5  were  added  32. 

In  the  year  1836,  Nov.  29,  Eev.  Andrew  Beed  was  instaH- 
ed  colleague  pastor  of  the  church  and  was  dismissed  frtnn 
Ms  pastoral  rehtioti  and  recommended  to  the  churches, 
Dec.  11, 1839.  Diiring  his  ministry,  the  addition  to  the 
church  was  23  by  letter  and  profession. 

Oct.  20,  1841,  Rev.  Joseph  Bancroft  Hill  was  installed 
con^igue  pastor  with  ht&  mther,  and  in  this  year  91  itr^ers^ 
admitted  to  the  church — 58  in  one  day.  He  was  £smisMd 
April  22, 1847.  Thus  ^e  are  peraiitted  to  record  the  rkHi 
floace  of  a  sovereign  €kKl  to  thk  church.  And  the  meanff 
God  has  blest  have  been,  principally,  preacMng  the  j^in 
doctrine  of  the  Bible  on  the  Sabbath ;  preaching  frequently 
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leetures  in  d^erent  BtctkiD^cffth^  town ;  vfciting  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church;  conference  njeetings^  prayer  meeitings, 
and  personal  conversation.  And  in  a  special  manner  (iod 
has  blest  the  Sabhath  School.  Most  of  the  youth  who 
attend  the  school  are  hopeMbr  pious.  To  His  rich  grace  be 
all  the  glory.  [The  history  thus  far  wae  prepared  by  Eev. 
B.  Hill  ten  years  affo.l 

In  1847  a  second  rfiurch  was  formed,  in  Mason  Village, 
to  which  many  members  took  letters  of  dismission  and  rec- 
ommendation. This  left  the  first  church  weak,  involved  in 
perplexity,  doubt  and  fears ;  but  the  praying  ones  kid  hold 
on  the  promises,  hoped  in  God  and  went  forward.  For  two 
vears  they  were  regularly  suppHed  by  Eev.  Mr.  Harrington 
late  of  Lunenburg,  Ms. 

The  present  pastor,  Eerv.  J.  L,  Armes,  was  installed  over 
this  church  Oct.  30. 1850.  There  have  been  in  all  about 
500  added  to  ihe  cnurch  since  its  formation.  The  present 
number  is  106.  There  is  connected  with  the  house  of  wor- 
diip  a  good  and  substantial  parsonage,  recently  built,  and 
owned  by  the  pastor  and  a  few  otlwr  individuals.  The 
house  wjaich  is  now  used  as  a  house  of  worship  has  been 
built  eighteen  or  twenty  years,  and  is  the  third  erected  since 
the  settlement  of  the  town  106  years  aco. 

Father  Hill,  as  he  was  ftaniHarly  caDed,  remained  pastor 
and  8si90ciate  pastor  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  being  64 
years,  7  months  and  17  days ;  for  46  years  he  was  sole  pas- 
tor, and  the  church  prospered  under  his  care.  The  simple 
narrative  he  has  given  ifr  nis  own  best  eulogium. 


MASON  VILLAGE. 

Pursuant  to  letters  missive  fix)m  a  conmiittee  appointed 
fof  the  pufpose,  aoa  ecclesiastical  council  convened  in  Mason 
Village  Jmie  3, 18^,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  organize 
iflg  a  Oo^^g^gational  chuK;h  in  that  ^ace.  The  council  WM 
orgamssed  b^  choosing  Rev.  E.  W.  MHaird  moderator,  and 
Bev.  O.  Whiting  scribe,  fii^t  persons— four  male  and  four 
female'— presented  letters  mm  the  dwEfche*  to  which  they 
r««pectivek  belonged,  and  were  omtmaed  into  a  church 
oaBed  ttie  ^*  Second  Con^r^ational  Churdi  of  Mason."  The 
church  adopted  tiie  Articles  of  Flaith  and  Covenant  cf  Ihe 
First  Chait)h.  On  the  20th  of  June  18^,  58  pei^ons^  were 
received  bite  the  chur^  by  letter,  from  Iftie  first  Gongfegg- 
tional  church  in  Mason. 
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March  20tli,  1849,  the  cimrcli  ^ve  a  ananimous  call  to  Mr. 
William  Olmsted  to  become  their  pastor ;  who,  on  the  11th 
of  April  following,  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  ^spel 
ministry  and  instdued  pastor  of  the  church  by  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal council,  of  which  Kev.  y^.  FoUet  was  moderator,  and 
Rev.  C.  Whiting  scribe.  During  the  winter  previous  to  the 
ordination  there  was  a  *  season  of  religious  mterest,  which 
continued  somewhat  into  the  following  summer,  and  nmn- 
bers  were  hopefiiUy  converted  to  Christ.  At  each  of  the  four 
communion  seasons  during  that  year  subseauent  to  the 
settlement  of  the  pastor,  there  were  some  adoitions  to  the 
church, — in  all,  by  profession  33 ;  by  letter  13  ^  total  46.  The 
first  church  edifice  built  for  the  Congregational  church  in 
Mason  Village  was  of  wood  above  the  basement,  70  feet  by 
43  on  the  ground,  containing  64  slips — about  400  sittings— 
and  was  erected  by  individuals.  It  was  dedicated  to  the 
triune  Ood  on  Sabbath  the  16th  of  Dec.  1849 ;  sermon  by 
the  pastor  from  Acts  28 :  15.  The  pastor  of  the  church.  Bey. 
William  Olmsted,  died  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  the  place  of  his 
birth,  on  the  6th  of  June  1851,  aged  30  years.  His  labors 
were  owned  and  blessed  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  church—^ 
persons  having  united  with  the  church  by  profession  during 
his  brief  ministry. 

On  the  20th  of  May  1852,  Rev.  E.  M.  Kellogg,  having 
received  a  unanimous  call^  was  installed  pastor  of  uie  churcD 
by  an  ecclesifiustical  council,  called  for  the  purpose,  of  whidi 
Kev.  Samuel  Lee  was  moderator.  Under  the  present 
ministry,  there  have  been  17  additions  to  the  church.  There 
have  been  162  members  from  the  beginning — ^the  present 
number  is  114.    Ministerial  support,  9600. 


MERRIMACK. 

The  first  house  built  in  this  town  was  occupied  b^  John 
Cromwell  from  England.  He  traded  extensively  with  the 
Indians,  usii^  his  foot  as  a  weight  in  the  scale  in  purchasing 
their  furs.  They  discovered  his  deception  and  formed  a  de- 
sign to  destroy  him.  This  was  known  by  him  in  time  to 
bur^  his  dishonest  gains  and  escape.  The  Indians  came; 
their  victim  was  beyond  their  reach,  but  they  enjoyed  the 
lesser  gratification  of  their  revaige  in  burning  his  dwelling. 
These  events  were  long  previous  to  the  setflement  of  t& 
place  in  1733, — Cromwell's  house  was  standing  in  1679.  It 
was  incorporated  April  2d,  1746.    Population  in  1775, 606; 
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in  1850^  1250.  The  Congregational  ohntch  was  £)nned  Sep- 
t^nber  5^  1771. 

Bev.  Jacob  Bumap,  D.D.,  was  ordained  pastor  of  this 
diturch  Oct.  14, 1772.  Bom  in  Beading,  Ms.,  ne  was  a  grad- 
uate of  Harvaid  in  1770.  He  continued  in  the  mimstry  here 
until  his  death.  Dec.  26, 1821,  at  the  age  of  seventy  three— 
a  pastorate  of  lorty  nine  years  and  two  months.  Dr.  Bumap 
was  a  scholar.  He  was  a  man  of  quiet,  honest  life,  and  of 
serious  manners.  He  could  happily  adapt  his  public  exer- 
cises to  emergent  occasions.  He  admitted  to  the  church  194 
members. 

Bev.  Stephen  Morse,  a  ^aduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1821, 
was  settled  here  July  6, 1825,  and  closed  his  work  in  just 
three  years.  He  studied  theology  with  Rev.  Mr.  Perry  of 
Bradford,  Ms.  He  was  re-settled  in  Troy,  went  thence  to 
New  York  and  subseouently  to  Vermont. 

Bev.  Stephen  T.  Allen,  a  son  of  Amherst  college  in  1833, 
was  settled  here  May  3,  1839.  Under  his  ministry  the 
church  and  congregation  were  strengthened.  He  reported 
72  members  to  &e  General  Association  this  year,  and  this  is 
the  first  time  the  church  is  found  in  the  minutes  of  that 
body.  He  remained  about  ten  years,  during  which  time  75 
persons  were  added  to  the  church,  which,  aner  allowing  for 
removals,  left  106  members  when  he  was  dismissed. 

Bev.  E.  G.  Little  was  settled  here  Sept.  5, 1850.  His 
ministry  was  a  fruitM  one.  Ninety  seven  additions  were 
made  to  the  church,  which  would  have  carried  it  up  to  al- 
most double  the  number  that  came  under  his  chaige  at  his 
settlement,  but  death  and  removals  had  canfed  away  forty 
three,  so  that,  at  the  close  of  his  work  during  the  past  year, 
there  were  160  members. 

The  church  is  now  without  a  pastor,  although  able  to  give 
a  salary  of  9500.  When  such  churches  remam  long  unsup- 
plied  we  must  conclude  that  the  people  are  not  prepared  to 
welcome  and  prize  our  Lord's  gift  of  a  pastor,  or  that  minis- 
ters are  not  easily  to  be  obtained.  May  one,  whose  coming 
shall  be  as  of  ^^  a  cloud  full  of  rain "  over  the  earth,  soon 
stand  among  them. 


MERRIMACK  SOUTH. 

Rer.  D.  Sawtbb. 

This  church  is  located  in  the  south  west  comer  of  Merri- 
mack; was  formed  of  persons  living  in  the  south  part  of  the 
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town,  in  HcJlis,  Amherst,  Ifilferd  and  Nashua^  and  in 
known  by  the  name  of  Union  Evangelical  Church  of  Merri- 
mack. This  church  was  orguiisied  Oct.  2l6t,  1829.  It 
originated  from  the  establishment  of  a  prayer  meeting  at  a 
school  house  within  the  limits  of  this- parish,  which  waafor 
some  time  under  the  direction  of  only  two  pious  men.  The 
first  meeting  of  this  kind  that  had  ev^  been  held  there,  wan 
in  the  evening  of  the  first  Sabbath  in  Jan.  1828.  During 
that  year,  two  persons  were  hopefiilly  converted. 

In  the  autunm  of  the  same  year,  Ilev.  Samuel  H.  Tolman 

labored  among  the  people,  under  the  appointment  of  the 

N.  H.  Missionary  Societv.    Efforts  were  immediately  made 

to  build  a  house  of  worsnip.    The  frame  was  raised  on  tiie 

16th  of  May  1829,  and  on  the  7th  of  Oct.  the  same  year,  Ha 

dedicated.      The   church,  at  its   organization, 

ghteen  members,  six  of  whom  were  men.    Ber. 

Tolman  was  the  first  pastor,  installed  Jan.  5th, 

imissed  in  1836.      During  Kev.  Mr.  Tolman's 

3  were  two  interesting  seasons  of  refreshing  from 

;e  of  the  Lord,  which  resulted  in  a  precious 

of  souls.    At  the  dismission  of  their  pastor 

numbered  over  80  membrrs.    After  this,  for 

seven  years   and  a  half^  the^  were  destitute  of  a  settled 

pastor.     During  this  period  eight  ministers  were  employed 

for  a  longer  or  shorter  period, — Rev.  L.  Colbum  three 

months ;  fiev.  Eli  Smith,  mne  months ;  Rev  .H.  Moore,  three 

years ;  Rev.  Mr.  Lock,  a  Methodist  clergyman  residing  in  the 

place,  nine  months ;  Theodore  Wells  a  licentiate,  fer.  Mr. 

Holt,  Rev.  Jatnes  Miltimore  and  Rev.  B.  Ela,  each  a  short 

time.    During  this  period  the  church  diminished  nearly  one 

half 

On  the  6th  of  March  1844,  Rev.  John  Shepard  was 
i]WtaUed  pastor  of  the  church.  After  three  years  of  painfhl 
anxieties,  the  pastoral  relation  was  dissolved.  At  the  time 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Shepard's  instalment,  there  were  only  46  mem- 
bers, resident  and  such  absent  members  as  were  expecting  to 
return.  During  Mr.  Shepard's  ministry,  the  work  of  disci- 
pline was  carried  on  and  several  members  were  excommum* 
cated.  At  the  close  of  his  labors,  which  took  place  in  Jan. 
1847,  there  had  .been  no  increase  of  members  above  the 
excommunications. 

On  the  firat  Sabbath  in  April  1848,  Rev.  Samuel  H. 
Tolman  was  again  employed  as  stated  supply.  From  this 
time,  the  church  began  to  recover  fi*om  the  unhappy  condition 
into  which  it  had  fitllen.  Mr.  Tolman  labored  five  years, 
ctosing  hisf  labors  April  Ist,  1853.    During  this  period,  eleven 
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were  added  to  the  chnrch, — seven  by  letter,  and  four  by 
profeMion.  In  this  weie  included  tne  acting  pastor,  and 
three  members  of  his  &mily. 

Rev.  Daniel  Sawyer  commenced  his  labors  here  on  the  last 
Sabbath  in  May,  1853,  and  is  the  acting  pastor.    The 
diurch  is  now  in  a  more  harmonious  state.  During  the  autumn 
of  1853,  and  the  winter  of  1854,  considerable  interest  was 
manifested  in  a  remote  neighborhood,  bordering  upon  Nashua. 
During  the  year  1854,  eleven  members  were  added  to  the 
church.    Present  number  of  communicants  44.    This  church 
has  no  parsonage;  no  funds.   Amount  of  annual  contributions 
not  known  previous  to  1853, — since  that  time,  a  year  and  a 
half,  1^40,94.    Average  attendance  on  public  worship,  for 
the  year  and  a  half  past,  has  been  about  80.     The  whole 
number  of  members  fiom  the  formation  of  the  chui 
Romber  of  infant  baptisms  42.    One  member  of  tl 
has  entered  the  ministry.    There  have  been  three 
two  considerably  extensive.      The  present  activ 
diurchis  commendable.    This  is  an  important  fiel< 
being  located  in  a  central  point  between  Nashu 
Milford,  Amherst   and  the  north   church  in  1^ 
between    five   and   six   miles  from    each      The 
other  society  within  the  limits  of  this  parish.    Much  labor 
is  required  here  for  the  suppression  of  intemperance.  Sabbath 
breaking,  and  their  attendant  vices.    The  church  has  been  in 
existence  twenty  five  years.    It  has  received    missionary 
aid,  varying  from  ?|50  to  $100  annually. 


MILFORD.* 

Rer.  E.  N.  Hioosir. 

The  Congregational  church  in  Milford  was  orranized  Nov. 
19, 1788.  It  consisted  of  nineteen  members.  It  was  usual 
at  that  time  to  admit  persons  into  the  church  by  half  way 
covenant,  so  called,  only  for  the  purpose  of  consecrating 
their  children  by  baptism.  From  r78o  to  1802,  a  period  of 
about  fourteen  years,  there  were  none  admitted  into  the 
church  except  a  few  by  letters  from  other  churches.  During 
this  period  the  church  employed  between  sixty  and  seventy 
candidates  to  preach  to  them.  Several  of  them  they  invited 
to  the  pastoral  office. 

In  March^  1802,  they  gave  a  call  to  Humphrey  Moore  to 
become  their  pastor.      In  August  following  he  gave  his 
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answer  in  the  affirmative.  On  the  13th  of  the  next  October 
he  was  ordained.  He  continued  to  be  their  piastor  till  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1836,  a  period  of  one  third  of  a  century. 
At  the  close  of  his  pastorate  the  church  consisted  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  five  members.  During  his  ministry, 
three  hundred  and  thirty  five  were  admitted  mto  the  church. 
Cause  of  dismission :  the  church  and  the  society  wanted  a 
better  minister.  One  consequence :  they  have  ordained  four 
good  ministers  within  nineteen  years. 

In  1803,  the  year  after  Mr.  Moore's  ordination,  39  persons 
were  added  to  the  church ;  in  1828,  63 ;  in  1831,  37;  in 
1835,  39  were  admitted  to  the  church.  Only  six  yoimg  men 
belonging  to  the  town  are  known  to  have  become  ministers 
of  the  gospel. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Salter  was  installed  pastor  April  27,  1836. 
He  was  dismissed  Oct.  24,  1838.  The  chief  cause  of  his  be- 
ing dismissed  so  soon  was  the  want  of  union  of  feeling  and 
effort  among  the  people  for  his  support.  He  removed  to 
Connecticut,  where  he  still  resides,  preaching  occasionally, 
but  not  a  settled  pastor. 

Abner  B.  Warner  was  ordained  pastor  Feb.  6,  1839,  and 
dismissed  on  account  of  ill  heidth  Oct.  27,  1846.  He  was 
afterwards  settled  in  Medford,  Ms.,  where  he  died.  May  1852. 

Rev.  Lycurgus  P.  Kimball  was  installed  pastor  May  19, 
1847,  and  was  dismissed  on  account  of  ill  nealth  Auff.  7, 
1849.  He  afterwards  removed  to  the  west,  and  died  in 
BushviUe,  111.,  Jan.  29,  1851. 

Rev.  E.  N.  Hidden  was  installed  Nov.  21, 1849,  and  is  the 
present  pastor.  The  number  of  members  is  now  304.  There 
has  been  no  general  revival  for  many  years,  but  a  goodly 
number  have  been  added  to  the  church  within  a  few  years- 
some  by  profession — but  mostly  by  letter.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  the  first  pastor.  Rev.  H.  Moore,  D.D.  is  still  living, 
vigorous  and  active  in  body  and  mind,  though  in  the  78tn 
year  of  his  age.  Possessed  of  an  ample  fortune^  the  fruit  of 
his  own  industry — he  is  a  great  help  both  to  his  pastor  and 
the  parish. 

In  the  early  settlements  in  the  State,  it  was  common,  m 
laying  out  of  towns,  or  after  they  were  laid  out,  to  appropri- 
ate a  tract  of  land  for  encouraging  the  settlement  ot  a  min- 
ister, and  for  his  support  afterwams.  Many  years  ago,  par- 
sotu^s  were  in  common  use  for  the  support  and  comfort  of 
ministers.  But  these  present  facilities  nad  no  tendency  to 
produce  industry  and  economy.  But  the  natural  conse- 
quence was,  many  ministers'  widovns  were  truly  objects  of 
charity,  having  no  home  ot  provision  for  their  support. 
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Many  years  ago  ministers  were  settled  for  life ;  and  they 
generaUy  held  their  office  for  that  period.  If  they  were  dis- 
abled by  age.  or  any  other  cause,  it  was  common  to  settle  a 
pension  on  tnem.  But  in  our  revolutionary  war,  a  suspicion 
of  toryism  m  a  minister  was  a  sufficient  cause  for  his  remov- 
al from  office.  If,  in  those  days,  it  was  heard  that  a  minis- 
ter was  dismissed,  it  was  a  matter  of  course  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  some  ^ross  misdemeanor.  Seventy  years  ago,  a 
minister's  salary  m  a  common  country  town  was  £  100  annu- 
ally. Fifty  years  ago,  it  was  ?400  and  a  settlement  of 
1600.  In  those  times  towns  were  required  by  law  to  sup- 
port the  ministry  by  general  taxation.  But  no  one  was 
required  to  pay  taxes  for  the  support  of  a  minister,  whose 
denomination  was  different  fix)m  his  own.  Only  six  young 
men^  belonging  to  Milford,  are  remembered,  who  liave  become 
ministers  of  the  gospel.  Three-fourths  of  a  century  ago, 
when  ministers  were  me  only  publiclv  educated  men  in  their 
towns,  and  their  heads  were  crowned  with  nu^nificent  wigs, 
they  were  venerated  as  a  superior  order  of  bemgs.  Witmn 
half  a  century  a  candidate,  going  to  the  place  of  his  ordina- 
tion, was  preceded  hj  a  large  procession,  leA  by  a  band  of 
martial  music,  in  mihtary  style,  till  he  and  they  arrived  at 
the  Meeting-house. 


MONT  VERNON. 

Rev.  CsAmLss  D.  Hsbbkbt. 

This  place  is  deli^tfully  situated  upon  an  eminence, 
which  commands  a  view  of  towns  and  villages  in  the  Merri- 
mack and  Souhejgan  vallies.  When  the  setting  sun  bursts 
from  the  clouds  m  summer  upon  the  vast  expanse  south  and 
east,  villages  in  Massachusetts  appear  ;  and  from  the  spire 
of  tne  church  or  the  cupola  of  Appletoh  academy^  you  may 

Sroeive  with  the  aid  of  a  glass  the  sn»w- white  sail  upon  the 
Jtant  ocean.    The  verdure  of  the  farms  which  cluster 
around  this  eminence  naturally  su^ested  its  name. 

The  pioneers,  worthy,  hardy,  ana  many  of  them  religious 
men,  b^an  the  settlement  of  the  place  about  the  year  1765. 
The  majority  of  them  were  from  Beverly  and  Tewksbury, 
Ms.  Mr.  James  Woodbury  was  the  first  settler  upon  me 
hill,  who  put  up  his  log  cabin  a  little  south  of  i£e  place 
where  the  church  now  stands  ;  and  soon  after  erectea  the 
first  framed  house.  Being  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
Amherst,  the  people  w^it  there  for  public  worship.    It  was 
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tken  a  long  and  oirctdtons  road  ;  but  tlae  Others  and  motiii- 
ers  were  of  puritan  stock,  and  dieeiftilly  walked  from  the 
extremes  six  or  seven  xniles  to  the  village  below.  In  the 
winter  it  was  common  for  whole  fiunilies  to  ride  down  to 
church  upon  their  ox  sleds  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  with  what 
regularity  they  contrived  to  be  present  in  the  rude,  coild 
sanctuary.  In  the  summer,  they  w<^uld  occasionally  have 
preaching  during  the  week  in  the  bams  of  these  remote  dis- 
tricts. The  pioneers  early  looked  forward  to  tiie  time  whi^ 
this  section  should  become  a  separate  parish.  Active  meas- 
ures to  effect  this  were  taken  upon  the  settlement  of  Rev.  J. 
Barnard  over  the  church  in  Amherst,  which  occurred  March  3, 
1780.  The  people  of  this  part  of  the  town  insisted  upon 
having  a  more  decidedly  pious  and  orthodox  ministiy,  aod 
proceeded  to  supply  tnemselves.  In  September  following. 
a  council  was  called  which  organized  here  what  was  caU3 
the  second  church  in  Amherst.  No  records  of  these  traas- 
actions  are  to  be  found,  or  of  the  church  for  the  first  thirte^ 
years.  We  are  told  by  the  most  aged  men,  that  the  fiist 
deacons  were  Messrs.  Howard,  Ward,  and  Oliver  Carlton. — 
It  is  evident  that  the  original  members  were  remarkable  for 
their  soimd  orthodoxy  and  the  quiet  fervor  of  their  piety. 

During  the  autumn  after  the  organization  of  the  church, 
Eev.  Mr.  Coggin  from  Chelmsford,  Ms.,  preached  to  a  large 
congre^tion  m  Major  Cole's  bam,*  upon  the  importance  of 
immediately  erecting  a  house  of  worship.  This,  in  the  pov- 
erty of  those  revolutionary  tunes,  was  no  small  undertak- 
ing ;  but  the  result  was,  that,  on  the  foDowing  April,  each 
farm  in  the  conununity  sent  in  its  free  will  omring  of  tim- 
ber for  the  frame  and  covering  of  the  present  house  of  Otod. 
It  is  related  that  the  h^viest  timbers  were  drawn  up<^  t^ 
snowH}rust,  without  obstruction  from  wdls  and  fences  even 
at  the  last  of  the  month. 

In  June  1781,  fifty  four  individuals  were  constituted  by 
the  General  Court  the  second  parish  of  Amherst.  Tte 
names  found  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  are  interesting  as 
bei^  the  progenitors  of  the  jpr^ent  active  residents  of  at 
least  the  third  generation.  They  were  not  the  rude  out- 
laws that  often  congregate  upon  the  fix)ntier  ;  but  the  hsurdy, 
noble,  pious  men  wno  felt  that  they  were  laying  the  foimda- 
tions  of  fiiture  society.  About  this  time,  Lieut.  Jsunes 
Woodbury  presented  the  society  the  lot  of  land  where  ijbc 
Meeting-house  stands,  and  also  another  for  the  burying 
ground.  So  urgent  was  the  demand  for  ihe  house  that  as 
BO(m  as  the  frame  wfs  coveied,.and  bjpfore  the  floor  timbeis 
wMre  laid,  it  was  oooqpied  for  .;iionhip  withiiiut  any  fonnal 
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dedication.  They  finished  the  house  gradually^  as  they  were 
able.  During  the  first  winter  they  worshiped  there,  sitting 
Qjpon  roiigh  benches,  with  an  open,  sii^le  floor,  and  most 
of  the  windows  loosely  boarded  up.  To  this  place  they 
came,  women  walking  even  from  the  Chestnut  hills,  five  miles 
distant,  with  nothing  to  warm  them  but  the  glad  tidings 
of  salvation,  which  they  could  scarcely  hear  for  the  raging 
of  the  winds  without.  The  old  fiashioned  square  pews  were 
constructed  as  families  felt  able,  the  "  pew  ground,"  merely, 
being  deeded  by  the  parish.  While  there  was  for  a  time 
much  space  thus  left  for  benches,  both  below  and  in  the  gal- 
lery, they  had  the  ground  of  four  or  six  of  the  best  pews,  in 
front  of  the  pulpit,  elevated  and  permanently  reserved  for 
free  seats.  The  new  church  and  parish  had  several  candi- 
dates, to  more  than  one  of  whom  they  gave  a  call ;  but  we 
cannot  speak  definitely,  for  want  of  records. 

Eev.  John  Bruce,  tne  first  pastor — whose  name  is  cher- 
ished with  so  much  afiection  by  the  aged  of  the  place — com- 
menced his  labors  in  the  summer  or  rail  of  1784,  and  near 
the  close  of  that  year  received  a  call  to  settle.  His  having 
scarcely  completed  his  theological  studies,  and  having  had 
an  invitation  to  be  the  pastor  at  Mason,  will  doubtless 
account  for  the  fact  that  he  was  not  ordained  here  until  Nov. 
3,  of  the  following  year.  He  was  bom  at  Marlborough,  Ms., 
m  1757,  and  entered  Dartmouth  coUe^  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
where,  by  his  studious  habits,  his  imld,  serious  and  duti- 
ftd  behavior,  he  obtained  from  his  instructors  the  title 
of  "  the  good  Mr.  Bruce."  This  lovely  character  he  sus- 
tained during  the  twenty  five  years  that  he  resided  in  this 
{dace.  He  died  suddenly,  of  apoplexy,  March  12, 1809,  on 
the  morning  of  the  Sabbath  ;  ana,  when  his  flock  assembled 
to  hear  him  speak  of  heaven,  they  were  told  that  his  spirit 
had  gone  to  that  home  to  receive,  at  the  hand  of  his  Redeem- 
er, the  crown  of  his  rejoicing. 

Mr.  Bruce  was  eminently  a  successful  minister.  The  exact 
number  added  to  the  church  during  his  pastorate  cannot  be 
ascertained  ;  for,  of  the  first  ten  years  and  the  last  eight, 
there  are  no  church  records.  During  the  seven  years  from 
1794  to  1801,  it  appears  that  eighty  three  members  were 
added  by  letter  and  bj  profession.  The  year  1799  was  ren- 
dered memorable  by  rich  displays  of  grace,  and,  within  about 
a  year,  fifty  were  added  by  profession.  Recent  investiga- 
tions have  brought  to  light,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Bruce, 
what  is  undoubtedly  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  church 
living  immediately  prior  to  this  accession,  when  it  seems  that 
there  were  110  connected  with  it.  This  revival  was  the  first 
15 
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known  in  this  section^  and  it  awakened  mnch  interest  fiur 
and  wide.  Many  years  afterwards.  Eev.  Mr.  Bradford  of 
Francestown  remarked,  that,  when  ne  was  informed  that 
numbers  in  Mont  Vernon  were  converted  unto  Christ,  he 
was  so  much  afifected  that  he  shut  himself  up  for  tiie  day 
and  wept  and  prayed.  The  showers  of  grace  which  watered 
this  church  under  the  &ithful  and  unostentatious  ministra- 
tions of  its  first  pastor,  prepared  the  way  for  many  succeed- 
ing triumphs  of  mercy. 

Iley.  Stephen  Chapm,  having  been  dismissed  from  the  pas- 
torship of  a  neighboring  town,  on  account  of  his  deep  and 
discriminating  orthodoxy  and  his  bold,  unadorned,  uncom- 
promising style  of  preaching,  immediately  received  a  call 
from  this  church.  This  was  aone  after  oDservin^  a  day  of 
festing  and  prayer  for  the  guidance  and  the  blessmg  of  the 
Great  Head  of  the  church,  Rev.  Messrs.  Moses  Bradford  and 
Eli  Smith  being  present  by  invitation.  As  might  have  been 
expected  from  a  ministry  thus  introduced,  great  good  result- 
ed. A  new  impulse  was  ^ven  to  discipline,  wanderers  were 
reclaimed,  and  those  residing  in  town  who  ordinarily  com- 
muned with  the  church  were  required  to  unite  or  give  thdr 
reasons  annuaUy.  During  a  pastorate  of  nine  years,  115 
were  added  to  the  church.  Biev.  Dr.  Harris  of  Dunbart(m, 
in  the  installation  sermon,  (which  was  published,)  proclaim- 
ed that  God  had  ^^much  people  in  this  city ;"  and  it  was 
even  so.  In  1817,  GtxL  honored  his  truth  in  the  conversion 
of  large  numbers ;  51  on  one  occasion  taking  the  vows  of 
God  upon  them. 

But  the  day  of  separation  hastened  on  and  from  a  quarter 
least  suspected.  A  child  beins  presented  for  baptism,  Mr. 
Chapn  refrised  to  administer  the  rite,  announcing  a  change 
in  ms  views  respecting  the  mode  and  subjects  of  baptism. 
So  completely  were  the  hearts  of  all  united  in  him  that  it 
was  supposed  that  the  flock  would  follow  the  shepherd.  He 
had  an  opportunity  of  presenting  his  views  publicly  at  a 
meeting  apijointed  for  the  purpose,  when  it  was  expected 
that  the  subject  should  be  freely  discussed  by  the  brethren. 
They  took  the  precaution  to  invite  Rev.  Mr.  Moore  of  MU- 
ferd  to  aid  in  the  discussion,  who  managed  affairs  with  his 
accustomed  skill.  Members  of  the  church  stood  their  ground 
in  argument  and  proved  themselves  too  well  indoctrinated 
to  be  swerved  from  the  feith  of  the  saints.  Great  em  was 
their  love  to  their  pastor,  their  affection  to  the  covencmt  tinA 
Abraham  and  to  their  children  toae  areaier;  and  it  is 
remarkable  ^that  not  a  sii^le  individual  of  the  church 
renounced  in&nt  baptism.    This  incident  doubtless  led  Mr. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


KONT  vsBSOsr.  219 

Moore  to  write  and  pnblidi  a  work  on  this  sulnect.  A  conn- 
oil  bein^  called,  Nov.  18,  1818,  the  peetorai  relation  was 
dissolvea.  Mr.  Chapin  was  1a*eated  with  jgi^^fi^  tenderness 
and  affection  by  his  ministerial  bretiuren.  Thon^  he  might 
refuse  to  hold  fellowship  with  them  on  earth  they  anticipat- 
ed an  unrestricted  communion  in  Heaven.  Mr.  Chapin  was 
a  graduate  of  Harvard,  a  pnpil  of  Dr.  Emmons ;  he  received 
the  degree  of  D.D.  and  oiea  while  president  of  Columbia 
ooUeee,  Washington,  D.  0. 

After  an  interval  of  a  little  more  than  a  year,  a  call  was 
given  to  Rev.  B.  Cheever,  a  native  of  Beading,  Vt., — a 
graduate  of  Bowdoin  college — and  he  was  (mlained  Dec.  8, 
1819.  He  continued  pastor  until  April  8, 1823,  there  beinjg 
added  to  the  church  m  the  mean  time  22  members.  It  is 
erident  that  the  course  of  his  predecessor  in  reference  to 
infant  baptism  had  not  impaiim  the  confidence  of  the 
church  in  the  validity  of  the  ordinance,  as  we  find  that  39 
children  were  baptized  in  less  than  toree  years.    In  the 

!pring  of  1820  the  first  Sabbath  Bchool  was  organized  here, 
t  was  held  in  the  school  house,  and  composed  only  of  chil- 
dren, a  majority  of  whom  in  tneir  riper  years  still  love  to 
meet  for  the  study  of  the  sacred  oradtes. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Eii^bury  conmienced  Jiis  public  labors 
tere  two  weeks  after  the  dismission  of  his  predecessor.  He 
was  ordained  Nov.  8, 1823,  and,  aft«p  a  prosperous  ministry, 
was  dismissed  April  6, 1836.  Those  were  revival  days ;  ana 
during  this  pastorate  154  were  received  to  the  church.  Two 
periods  of  peculiar  interest  occurred ;  ike  former  in  1828, 
when  34  were  added;  the  latter  in  1831,  when  nearly  60 
united  by  profession.  The  ministers  were  accustomed  at 
that  time  to  aid  each  other  in  protracted  meetings.  They 
were  evidently  seasons  of  thrilling  interest  and  great  power ; 
and  those  who  were  converted  at  these  times  evince  more 
thwi  ordinary  activity  at  the  present  day.  Never,  before  or 
nnce,  has  the  church  been  so  active  in  promoting  the  salva- 
tion of  souls  and  growth  in  grace.  Prayer  meetings  held  at 
sunrise  were  sustamed  for  months,  and  the  converts,  young 
and  old,  were  accustomed  to  go  into  the  remote  districts  to 
^d  in  social  meetings,  even  during  the  most  busy  season  of 
tiK  vear.  It  is  often  remarired  that  the  Lord  of  the  n»rit- 
tbil  harvests  ordered  the  showers  and  the  sunshine  of  the 
rear  1831  so  as,  in  the  highest  degree,  to  &vor  the  tanjporal 
Wvests  of  those  who  labored  hard  in  his  vineyard.  These 
scenes  still  live  in  the  vivid  recollections  of  many,  who  long 
for  their  recurrence,  and  still  bdieve  that  churdies  are  reviv- 
ed and  bklssed  according  to  the  efforts  used  to  promote  the 
salvation  of  souls. 
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The  temperance  movement  began  early  during  Mr.  Kin^ 
bury's  ministry.  The  youth  of  the  present  day,  where  for 
years  no  liauors  have  been  publicly  sold,  cannot  even  imag- 
ine the  conoition  of  this  small  community  with  eight  tavern 
licences  given  during  one  year.  In  some  of  these  places 
they  sold  a  hogshead  per  week.  It  was  no  easy  matter  to 
control  public  opinion.  The  church  seemed  on  the  point  of 
being  rent  asunder,  and  the  minister  of  being  driven  fix>m 
his  post.  Professors  would  angrily  leave  the  sanctuary,  if 
the  subject  was  alluded  to ;  but  the  truth  finally  triumphed, 
and  intemperance  was  excommunicated  from  the  community 
as  well  as  the  church.  The  foDowing  anecdote  may  illus- 
trate the  times :  When  the  new  road  was  building  south 
of  the  church,  Mr.  Kingsbury,  passing  that  way,  overtook 
one  of  his  deacons  with  two  pails  full  of  mixed  liquor,  (groff) 
who  advised  his  pastor  to  go  on  the  old  road,  for  the  wore- 
men  were  all  so  drunk  that  he  would  be  insulted. 

During  this  period  a  stove  was  procured  for  the  church 
The  &tners  and  mothers  had,  until  now,  sat  patiently 
through  the  Sabbath  services,  in  the  most  inclement  weath- 
er ;  but,  though  there  were  ample  provisions  for  ventilati<Mi 
through  the  rattling  windows,  and  the  winds  seemed  never 
to  forget  their  right  to  visit  the  sanctuary  of  the  mountain 
top,  some  few  regarded  it  too  oppressive  an  innovation  to  be 
borne ;  and  reflected  severely  upon  those  who  could  once 
worship  all  day  sheltered  merely  oy  the  rough,  open  boards. 
It  may  be  recorded  here  that  in  1837  the  church  was  remov- 
ed to  the  more  sheltered  side  of  the  street,  remodeled,  9jA 
furnished  with  a  beU  and  or^n ;  and  that  in  1855,  with  all 
needed  repairs,  it  was  sujjphed  with  Aimaces. 

Rev.  Edwin  Jennison,  introduced  by  his  predecessor,  was 
installed  on  the  day  the  former  was  dismissed,  and  remained 
until  Aug.  19,  1841,  during  which  time  23  were  added  to 
the  church.  The  people  regarded  their  pastor  as  unsurpass- 
ed by  any  minister  in  the  county  as  a  sermonizer ;  but  he 
visited  little.  During  this  period  the  discussion  of  slavery 
began  to  agitate  the  church.  His  health  failing,  he  asked  a 
dismission  and  took  a  voyage  to  Europe,  and  on  his  return 
settled  in  Ashbumham,  Ms. 

Bev.  B.  Smith  was  installed  here  Aug.  19, 1841,  and  con- 
tinued about  nine  years ;  during  which  time  32  were  added 
to  the  church.  Some  important  cases  of  discipline  were 
finally  settled  during  this  pastorate ;  and  the  church,  taking 
decidedly  anti-slavery  ground,  voted  to  exclude  slaveholders 
fiom  the  pulpit  and  the  Lord's  table. 

Bev.  Charles  D.  Herbert,  the  present  pastor,  commeooed 
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his  labors  July  5, 1850,  and  was  installed  Nov.  6.  The 
minds  of  Christians  having  been  mnch  diverted,  the  men  of 
the  world  began  to  claim  more  control  over  the  church  than 
its  enlightened  conscience  could  concede.  Those  who  loved 
the  truth  and  opposed  folly  and  dissipation,  rallied  to  their 
post ;  and  for  tnis  the  pastor  and  Christians  were  treated 
with  contumely  and  reproach,  especially  bv  transient  resi- 
dents. The  watchword  of  opposers  was  "Down  with  the 
church,"  and  though  they  loudly  boasted  that  they  could 
destroy  it  in  three  months,  and  jot  a  time  exerted  all  their 
powers  in  confident  expectation  of  success,  an  appeal  to  the 
all-conquerinff  sword  of  the  Spirit  and  to  the  Captain  of  the 
Christian's  salvation  prevailed.  The  inexperienced^  who  had 
been  led  by  strangers  in  the  way  of  infidelity,  irreligion, 
folly  and  hostility,  began  to  behold  their  conduct  in  the 
light  of  eternity ;  tney  trembled  and  fled  to  Christ  for  refiige, 
and  soon  were  found  building  up  what  they  had  proposed  to 
overthrow.  Christians  thus  l^ing  driven  together  by  a  pres- 
sure from  without,  their  hearts  were  all  melted  into  one  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  living  Qod.  Since  1851  there  have  been 
occasional  conversions  and  additions.  In  1852  quite  a  num-^ 
ber  in  the  academy  attained  the  Christian's  hope.  There 
have  been  55  added  to  the  church  thus  &r  during  this  pas- 
torate, and  yet,  such  are  the  constant  emigrations  to  the 
manu&cturing  towns  that,  the  church  numbers  but  163,  the 
average  age  of  whom  is  about  56. 

By  the  records  of  the  church,  which  are  deficient,  in  all, 
nineteen  years,  we  find  the  names  of  484  members  recorded ; 
add  to  these,  those  of  99  who  are  known  to  have  belonged 
to  -this  church  and  we  have  583.  Doubtless  not  less  than 
650  have  been  connected  with  it.  The  records  show,  that 
this  church  has  ever  loved  the  ordinance  of  infant  baptism 
and  availed  itself  of  it  in  proportion  to  its  spiritual  prosperi-. 
ty.  The  number,  exclusive  of  those  baptized  during  the 
nineteen  years  not  reported,  is  454.  This  church  has  sent 
out  eight  ministers  oi  the  gospel — two  of  them,  Joshua 
Howarf  and  Daniel  Weston  must  have  gone  forth  at  a  very 
early  day.  The  names  of  the  others  are  Solomon  Kittredge, 
Charles  B.  Kittredge,  I.  W.  Perkins,  Darwin  Adams,  H.  A. 
Kendall,  and  J.  C.  Birant.  There  has  been  but  one  society 
in  this  town.  In  early  days  we  believe  that  the  attendance 
was  general ;  a  few  on  the  south  and  east  have  worshiped  at 
Milford  and  Amherst.  Now,  of  800  inhabitants,  it  is  believed 
that  about  300  utterly  neglect  public  worediip. 

Benevolence.  Though  there  are  no  wealthy  men  in  the 
community,  donations  have  been  liberal  for  the  various 
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societies,  as  foUows:  1851,  f  292,46 ;  1852,  92«8,54;  1853, 
$265,69;  1854,  $340,66 ;  1855,  $392,52.  In  these  years 
ooUections  have  been  made  without  the  inteiYenti<m  of 
agents. 

The  history  of  this  church  shows  the  advantage  of  a  sound 
ministry  in  laying  the  foundations  of  society ;  the  value  of 
revivals  of  religion ;  the  power  of  religion  to  elevate  the 
masses ;  and  the  necessity  of  a  church  organization  in  saving 
souls. 


NASHUA. 

FimsT  OoNO.  CHumcH.— Rev.  6.  B.  Jbwxtt. 

The  first  Congre^tional  church  in  Dimstable  was  oigan- 
ized  in  1685 — ^the  mfch  in  the  order  oi  time  in  this  State — 
«nd  consisted  of  seven  men.  The  first  pastor,  Kev.  Thomas 
Weld,  is  supposed  to  have  been  ordained  the  same  year. — 
His  ministry  with  them  continued  until  1702,  in  which  year 
it  is  thought  that  he  fell  a  victim  to  Indian  barbarity.  The 
Bev.  Nathaniel  Prentice  was  the  second  paator,  who,  as  nearly 
as  can  be  ascertained,  took  charge  of  tne  church  in  1718, 
and  retained  the  char^  until  his  decease  in  1737.  His  suc- 
cessor was  Bev.  Josiah  Swan,  whose  ministry  began  Dec 
27, 1738,  and  ended,  by  his  dismission,  in  1746.  In  the 
summer  of  1747,  the  church  and  town  united  in  extending 
a  call  to  the  Bev.  Samuel  Bird,  who,  probably,  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office  the  same  year.  Being  wut 
was  then  termed  a  new-light^  his  settlement  resulted  in  a 
division  of  the  church  and  the  formation  of  a  new  church, 
made  up  of  members  of  the  original  church,  for  the  acc<»n- 
modation  of  which  a  new  house  of  worship  was  erected. — 
Mr.  Bird  was  dismissed  in  1751.  In  1759,  by  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  an  ecclesiastical  council  called  for  the  pur- 
pose, the  difficulties  between  the  two  churches  werc  adjusted 
and  &  re-union  effected.  During  the  next  seven  years,  the 
church  made  three  unsuccessful  attempts  to  securc  a  pastor. 
The  Bev.  Joseph  Eidder,  who  was  the  fifth  pastor,  was 
ordained  in  1767  and  dismissed  in  1796.  He  died  Sept.  6th, 
1818,  aged  77.  The  sixth  settled  pastor  was  the  Bev.  Eben- 
exer  B.  Sperry,  whose  ministry  commenced  in  1813,  and 
ended  in  his  dismission  in  1818  or  '19.  It  thus  app^^s, 
that  up  to  this  last  dote — a  jperiod  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
three  years  since  the^  organization  of  the  church — ^it  had 
been  ilestitute  of  a  settkd  pastor  fifty  (me  yeara     After 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


NASHUA.  228 

another  period  of  deetitutioii  of  seven  years  continuance,  the 
Bev.  Handel  G.  Nott  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  churchy 
Nov.  9, 1826.    His  dismission  took  place  in  October  1834. 

From  1685  to  1813  no  particular  record  of  the  doings  or 
history  of  the  church  was  kept.  Consequently,  there  are  no 
means  of  determining  either  the  increase  or.  diminution  of 
its  members.  From  1813  to  1826,  the  time  when  Bev.  Mr. 
Nott  assumed  the  pastoral  charge,  there  were  added  to  the 
church  by  letter  and  profession,  fifty  members.  During  the 
ministrv  of  Mr.  Nott,  though  it  continued  less  than  ei^ht 

Ears,  tlie  additions  amounted  to  three  hundred  (mdjiftyjive. 
1830,  seventy  two  were  added,  which  year  it  mentioned  on 
the  record  as  "  a  year  of  the  Lord's  special  mercy  to  the 
church."  During  the  revival  which  signalized  that  year,  the 
pastor  was  assisted  in  his  labors  by  the  Bev.  Z.  Bates,  wnose 
ministrations  seemed  to  be  greatly  blessed,  in  the  spiritual 
growth  of  Good's  people  and  in  the  conversion  of  rinners. 

In  1834,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Nott  having  announced  to  his  peo- 
ple a  chai^  in  his  views  onthe  subject  of  infimt  baptism — 
such  that  ne  could  no  longer  administer  the  ordinance — a 
division  of  the  church  ensued,  the  pastoral  relation  was  dis- 
solved, and  a  majority  of  the  original  church  who  still 
adhered  to  that  divinely  instituted  and  scriptural  ordinance, 
withdrew  from  the  society  and  established  worship  by  them- 
selves. 

The  eighth  pastor  of  the  church  was  the  Bev.  Jonathan 
McGee,  wtio  was  installed  Jan.  1,  1835.  At  his  request,  hie 
was  dismissed  June  8,  1842.  During  the  seven  and  a  half 
years  of  his  connection  with  the  church,  two  hundred  and 
seventy  one  were  added  to  its  number,  85  by  profession  and 
186  by  letter.  One  hundred  and  thirty  three  were  dismissed 
and  recommended  to  other  churches.  Early  in  the  year  1842 
the  church  enjoyed  a  season  of  revival  which  began  under  the 
following  interesting  circumstances : — There  was  in  the  Sab- 
bath School  a  class  of  voung  ladies  consisting  of  thirty  three 
inembers,  seventeen  ol  whom  gave  no  evidence  of  regenera- 
tion. Not  one  from  this  large  class  had  beoome  hopeftdly 
pious  during  the  year  which  had  just  closed.  This  fact 
weighed  so  heavily  on  the  mind  of  the  teacher,  that  he  re- 

rsted  the  pious  members  of  the  class  to  set  apart  a  partic- 
,  portion  of  each  day  to  pray  for  the  conversion  of  their 
impenitent  classmates,  selecting  some  one  for  whom  they 
would  offer  special  prayer.  On  the  morning  after  the  Sab- 
bath on  which  this  request  was  made,  the  teacher  was  sent 
for  to  visit  the  young  lady  who  had  been  the  first  object  of 
this  special  prayer.    Finding  her  under  deep  conviction  of 
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sin,  he  spent  some  time  with  her  in  prayer  and  relmous 
conversation.  Immediately  after  he  had  left  her.  she  mund 
peace  in  believing ;  and  forthwith  hastened  to  tne  house  of 
her  teacher,  to  tell  him  what  Qtxl  had  done  for  her  soul. 
During  that  week  four  others  became  the  hopeftd  subjects 
of  renewing  grace ;  and  in  a  few  weeks  only  one  of  the  sev- 
enteen remained  without  hope.  The  work  spread  from  class 
to  class  until  the  whole  school  seemed  to  m  baptized  with 
the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  His  saving  influences  were  granted  to 
some  also  of  the  members  of  the  congregation  not  connected 
with  the  school. 

The  ninth  pastor  of  the  church  was  the  Kev.  Matthew 
Hale  Smith,  who  was  ordained  Oct.  19,  1842.  At  the  time 
of  his  settlement,  the  church  was  encumbered  with  a  debt 
of  nearly  32000.  Thinking  this  to  be  a  serious  hindrance 
to  their  spiritual  as  well  as  temporal  proi^erity,  he  earnestly 
recommended  to  them  an  immeaiate  uqmdation  of  the  dcM 
by  individual  subscription,  to  which  suggestion  they  prompt- 
ly responded  and  relieved  themselves  at  once  from  this  heayj^ 
burden.  The  sacrifice  some  were  obliged  to  make  to  do  this 
was  more  than  made  up  to  them  in  spiritual  blessings ;  for 
the  church  very  soon  after  was  permitted  to  enjoy  a  special 
eflfiision  of  the  Spirit.  During  Mr.  Smith's  ministry  of  two 
years  and  ten  months,  117  were  added  to  the  church,  82  by 
profession  and  35  by  letter.  Thirty  four  were  dismissed.  On 
account  of  ill  health,  Mr.  Smith  asked  to  be  released  from 
his  labors ;  and,  accordingly,  was  dismissed  Aug.  20,  1845. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Samuel  Lamson,  who  was  in- 
stalled April  8, 1846.  After  a  settlement  of  two  years,  Mr. 
Lamson  was  compelled  by  ill  health  to  ask  a  dismission, 
which  the  church  very  reluctantly  granted,  April  7,  1848. 
During  his  ministry,  ten  were  added  to  the  church  by  pro- 
fession, and  nineteen  by  letter.    Fourteen  were  dismissed. 

Rev.  Daniel  March  was  installed  over  the  church,  Jan.  3, 
1849.  He  continued  their  pastor  six  years,  during  which 
time  his  labors  were  incessant  and  were  blessed  by  the  Great 
Head  of  the  church  to  the  salvation  of  many  souls.  Mr. 
March  was  dismissed  Jan.  9, 1855.  During  his  ministry, 
134  were  added  to  the  church;  eighty  one  by  profession, 
and  fifty  three  by  letter.  Seventy  were  dismissed.  From 
1835  to  1855  the  whole  number  admitted  to  the  church  was 
551;  258  by  profession,  and  293  by  letter.  In  the  same 
time  251  were  dismissed.  The  present  pastor.  Rev.  George 
B.  Jewett,  was  ordained  over  the  church  May  24,  18^. 
This  society  pays  a  salary  of  91500,  and  has  contributed 
about  3650  the  past  year  to  benevolent  objects. 
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Outs  St.  Ghu&ch.~R6t.  Avbtxx  Riohabm. 

The  Olive  St.  Church  represents  a  divided  half  of  the  old 
Congregational  church  of  Dunstable.  In  the  year  1834  a 
'separation  in  that  church  was  occasioned  by  a  change  of 
views  on  the  part  of  its  pastor,  H.  G.  Nott,  on  the  subject 
of  infiuit  baptism.  He  first  merely  rejected  infant  baptism 
as  a  scriptural,  divinely  appointed  ordinance,  but  stul  re- 
gjtrded  sprinkling  as  valid,  and  the  preferable  mode  of  bap- 
tism and  adhered  to  open  communion.  When  Mr.  Nott 
made  known  his  views  to  the  church,  July,  1834,  and  de- 
clined administering  the  ordinance  of  baptism  to  the  chil- 
dren of  believers,  extensive  dissatisfaction  was  created  in  the 
church,  and  a  mutual  council  was  called  for  advice.  The 
result  of  that  council  was  a  unanimous  expression  of  opinion 
that  it  was  inexpedient  for  the  pastor  to  retain  his  connec- 
tion with  the  church,  and  he  was,  therefore,  dismissed  by  a 
council  called  for  that  purpose  Oct.  7th,  1834. 

After  his  dismission  the  religious  society  employed  Mr. 
Nott  to  supply  their  pulpit,  whereupon  the  church  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one  or  two  members,  including  its  officers,  voted  to 
withdraw  from  its  usual  place  of  meeting  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  hold  worship  in  another  place.  A  large  majority  of  the 
society,  and  nearly  an  equal  division  of  the  church,  remained 
at  their  accustomed  place  of  worship.  .  In  this  division  the 
Une  of  separation  was  not  drawn  precisely  between  those 
who  adheml  to,  and  those  who  renounced  infant  baptism. 
As  might  have  been  expected,  various  causes  aside  from 
doctrinal  views — such  as  strong  attachment  to  their  pastor, 
and  to  the  house  of  worship  which  had  been  procurea  of  an 
other  denomination  in  troublous  times,  by  much  self-deny- 
ing exertion  and  liberalitjr — constrained  many  to  remam 
where  they  were.  The  portion  of  the  church  that  remained 
claimed  to  be  the  church,  but,  an  ecclesiastical  council  hav- 
ing decided  that  the  seceding  members  constituted  the 
church,  those  who  remained  were  duly  organized  Oct.  26th, 
1835,  and  were  recognized  by  an  ecclesiastical  council 
called  for  that  purpose  as  a  pedo-baptist  church.  It  then 
consisted  of  141  members.  Mr.  Nott  continued  to  officiate 
as  the  pastor  and  minister  after  his  dismission  about  one 
year.    He  ultimately  joined  the  Baptist  church. 

The  church  then  mvited  Rev.  Austin  Richards,  pastor  of 
the  church  in  Francestown,  to  become  their  pastor,  and  he 
was  installed  over  them  April  6tii,  1836.    The  pastors  of 
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both  churches  labored  side  by  side  in  perfect  harmony,  and 
the  partial  alienation  and  discord  that  had  so  unhappily  rent 
the  Dody  of  the  church  gradually  gave  place  to  a  spirit  of 
mutual  forbearance,  and  fiatemal  affection.  They  have  for 
years  lived  together  in  deli^htAil  harmony.  And  however 
we  may  regret  the  causes  which  led  to  the  division,  yet  the 
time,  no  doubt,  had  fiilly  come  when  the  Head  of  the 
church  foresaw — ^what  its  members  did  not — that  anoliier 
.Christian  church  was  needed ;  and,  probably,  in  no  way  oould 
a  more  equal  and  desirable  division  have  been  made  and 
more  have  been  secured  to  the  orthodox  Congregational  in- 
terests of  the  church,  than  by  the  very  causes  which  operated 
to  effect  the  separation  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  made.  To  the  organization  of  a  second  church 
Uius  early  in  the  history  of  this  village  as  a  manufacturing 
and  rapidly  increasing  jvopulation  is,  no  doubt^  to  b^  attrih- 
uted  tne  greater  predominance  of  the  pedo-baptist,  Congr^a- 
tional  element,  and  the  greater  number  of  ortiiodox  churcnes 
in  proportion  to  the  population  of  the  city,  than  is  found  in 
most  other  cities. 

In  1837,  one  yewr  after  the  installation  of  the  present  pas- 
tor, there  was  a  revival  which  resulted  in  the  admission  of  65 
members  to  the  church.  From  this  period  until  1841,  thou^ 
there  was  no  general  revival,  there  were  several  seasons  oi 
much  more  than  usual  relisious  interest,  and  during  this 
term  of  four  years,  55  were  added  by  profession.  In  1&41-2, 
the  church  was  greatly  blessed  by  another  revival  and,  as  the 
fruit  of  it,  115  united  with  the  church.  Among  these  were 
some  of  the  most  efficient  and  enterprising  of  our  citizens— 
those  who  are  now,  some  of  them,  Mnong  the  most  reliable 
and  useful  members  of  this  church,  and  others  went  out  to 
form  the  nucleus  of  a  third  churchy  and  are  amonff  the  most 
active  and  effective  in  sustaining  its  interests.  Of  all  who 
joined  the  church  at  this  time  few,  very  few,  are  known  to 
lave  forfeited  their  Christian  character.  Fr(mi  tiie  year  1842 
until  1851  there  was  no  general  revival,  though  tnere  were 
several  seasons  when  the  special  presence  and  power  of  the 
Spirit  were  manifest,  in  waMng  a  portion  of  the  churcji  to 
greatly  increased  prayerMness  and  Christian  activity,  and  in 
some  hopefril  conversions.  At  one  of  these  seasons  17  were 
added  to  the  church,  at  another  15. 

In  1846  the  house  of  worship  havinj^  been  for  several  years 
insufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  multitudes  who  made 
application  for  seats,  a  vote,  nearly  or  quite  unanimous,  was 
passed  both  by  the  church  and  society  that  it  was  expedient 
to  fi)rm>a  third  churdi.    About  60  m^nbers  c^  the  church 
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and  an  equal  proportion  of  the  congregation  went  oiit  to 
constitute  the  new  colony,  carrying  with  them  a  pledge  of 
the  sympathy  and  cooperation  of  the  church.  ^ 

In  1851-2,  there  was  an  extensive  and  memorable  work 
of  grace, — as  the  result  of  which  101  united  with  the  church 
— 80  at  one  conmiunion — 50  of  whom  received  the  ordinance 
of  baptism.  The  work  in  the  Sabbath  School  is  thus  noticed 
in  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Association  for  1852;  ^^They 
haive  made  a  great  discovery  ;  infinitely  more  important  than 
all  that  comes  firom  the  Patent  Office  at  Washington.  "  For 
thirty-five  years,"  says  a  venerable  and  esteemed  teacher. 
^'£>r  thirtv-five  vears  have  I  been  engaged  as  a  Sunday  School 
teacher ;  out  I  have  just  found  that  I  never  knew  any  thin^ 
about  Sunday  School  teaching  till  this  winter.  I  had 
supposed,  for  thirty-five  years,  that  when  the  lessons  were 
well  recited,  and  a  few  earnest  and  serious  remarks  were 
made,  our  work  was  done.  But  this  winter  has  shown  us 
that  it  was  not  yet  begun ! — and  that  all  the  lessons  of 
Geography,  Ohronolc^,  and  Biography  were  all  as  nothing. 
Tim  tvinter,  we  sougm  the .  scuvcftion  <f  the  aovl.  The 
beginning,  middle  and  end  of  our  teaching  has  been  to  pluck 
perishing  souls  from  everlasting  burnings.  No  teacher  ever 
thought  of  resting  a  moment,  tiU  this  was  realized.  Thus 
iriiole  classes,  one  after  another,  were  converted  to  God." 

"The  work  commenced  in  the  class  of  a  teacher,  whose 
liability  to  instant  death  from  chronic  disease  admonished 
him  continually  that  he  might  be  on  the  last  hour  of  his 
probation.  So  he  labored,  and  so  he  prayed.  Soon  all  his 
class  felt  it^  and  conversions  became  frequent,  so  as  to  attract 
the  attention  of  other  teachers.  "This,"  said  the  devoted 
teacher,  "This  is  the  way,  in  all  this  glorious  work,  that 
God  has  wrought  in  us  and  by  us ;  in  connection  with  the 
most  marked  adaptation  of  every  sermon  by  our  pastor  to 
the  peculiar  state  of  mind  and  the  varying  wants  of  the 
congp^tion,  throiigh  every  stage  of  the  revival :  showiiuj 
that  his  heart  was  in  ftdl  svmpatny  with  the  work  of  God, 
ivatching  for  souls  as  they  that  must  ^ve  account,  that  they 
may  do  it  with  joy  and  not  with  gnef"  Rarely  has  there 
been  a  more  instructive  illustration  of  the  great  Christian 
axiom,  that  just  in  prcportion  to  the  wisdom  andfaithfvln/tss 
€md  perseverance  emjKoyed  in  the  abdication  (^  truth  for  the 
conversion  of  men,  wiUthe  blessing  oe  found.  Why  may  we 
not  all  appropriate  the  benefit  of  tms  great  discovery  in 
Sundav  ^nool  teaching,  and  though  late,  begin  our  lives 
anew.'^  The  whole  number  admitted  to  the  church  Iqr 
profession  since  its  organization  and  the  installation  of  itis 
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{)re8ent  pastor,  is  338.    The  whole  number  received  both  by 
etter  and  profession^  642. 


NASHUA.* 

Pbakl  St.  CBi7KCH.~Iley.  E.  B.  Adami. 

For  several  years  prior  to  1845,  the  accommodations  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Bichards'  house  of  worship  were  insufficient  for  all 
who  were  desirous  of  attending  upon  his  preaching ;  but 
until  spring  of  1846  the  way  did  not  seem  fully  prepared 
for  the  establishment  of  anotner  religious  society.  At  this 
time  measures  were  taken  which  resulted,  Sept.  3d,  in  the 
organization  of  the  Third  Congr^ational  Church,  now  Peari 
Street  Church,  with  66  members,  55  of  whom  were  from  the 
"Olive  Street  Church."  David  Baldwin  and  Josiah  Kit- 
tredge  were  subsequently  elected  deacons. 

For  more  than  a  year,  and  until  their  house  of  worship 
was  completed,  the  church  held  their  meetings  on  the  Sab- 
bath, in  the  Town  hall,  and  their  prayer  meetings,  general- 
ly, in  the  vestry  of  the  Olive  Street  Church.  During  a 
period  of  more  than  nine  months,  while  the  church  was  wait- 
mg  for  her  pastor,  one  member  was  removed  by  death,  and 
18— two  by  profession  and  16  by  letter — were  added.  The 
number  of  the  church  at  this  time  was  83. 

Bev.  Leonard  Swain,  the  first  pastor,  was  ordained  June 
24, 1847,  and  after  a  very  faithml  and  successful  ministry, 
he  was  called  to  the  Central  Congregational  Church  in  Prov- 
idence, B.  I.  and  was  dismissed  April  5, 1852  for  that  im- 
portant field  of  labor.  During  his  ministry  were  frequent 
hopefiil  conversions,  and  the  winter  before  its  close,  the 
church  was  blessed  with  a  more  special  revival  of  religicHi, 
the  fruits  of  which  were  gp-thered  subsequent  to  his  dismis- 
sion. The  removals  for  tfis  period,  were  five  by  death  imd 
42  by  letter ;  admissions  by  profession,  47 ;  by  letter,  83. 
From  April  5,  1852  to  Aug.  31,  1853,  while  the  church  was 
without  a  pastor,  the  removals  by  death  were  five,  and  19  by 
letter.  The  additions  were,  by  profession,  33,  and  by  letter, 
13.  The  present  pastor,  Bev.  JSzra  £.  Adams,  late  from 
Havre,  France,  was  installed  Aug.  31,  1853,  and  during  this 
last  period  of  26  months  have  ]^n  occasional  hopeful  con- 
versions, and  at  the  present  time  are  some  indications  for 
good.  The  additions  to  the  church  have  been  by  profession, 
seven ;  by  letter,  22.    Bemovals  have  been  by  letter,  42, 

•Sketch  by  Dea.  Jotlah  Kittradgo. 
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and  by  death,  11.  Among  the  latter  was  Dea.  David  Bald- 
win, to  fill  whose  office  Bedford  W.  Lane  was  subsequently 
elected.  The  church  now  numbers  182  members — ^223  hav- 
ing been  *added  to  the  church  since  its  organization  less 
thSn  ten  years  ago.  There  have  been  34  infant  baptisms. — 
The  amount  contributed  for  the  various  benevolent  objects 
will  not  vary  much  from  $1000,  annually, — some  years 
more.  One  member  of  this  church  luis  finished  his  theological 
course  at  Andover,  and  has  been  preaching  in  Illinois  for 
more  than  a  year, — one  now  in  college  has  the  ministry  in 
view.     The  pastor  receives  9 1300. 


NEW  BOSTON. 

PXXfBTTBBIUI  CBimCH. 

Settlements  began  to  be  made  here  in  1733.  A  grant 
was  given  of  it  to  some  men  of  Boston  in  1736.  New 
Hampshire  incorporated  it  in  1763.  These  dates  illustrate 
the  feet  that  the  aetUem&nty  grants  and  incorporation  of 
towns  often  occurred  at  difierent  periods  of  time,  and.  this 
fisMJt  being  overlooked,  many  have  mistaken  the  date  oi  one 
of  these  events  for  that  of  another.  Much  confusion  has 
hence  arisen.  The  residence  of  the  grantees — Boston — sug- 
gested its  name.  New  Boston. 

Dr.  Whiton  says  that  no  record  of  the  time  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  church  exists,  but  Farmer  gives  1768  as  the 
period.  Dr.  Whiton  allows  this  to  be  the  probable  date. — 
Bev.  Solomon  Moore,  bom  in  Newtown,  Limavady,  Ireland, 
educated  at  Glasgow,  was  settled  here  Sept.  6,  1768.  He 
is  represented  as  a  man  of  estimable  qualities  and  a  ^ood 
preacher.  He  was  suspected  of  opposing  the  Amencan 
revolution.  Some  earnest  whigs  among  his  people,  for  a 
time,  would  not  hear  him  preach.  He  was  arrested,  charg- 
ed with  opposition  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  carried  to  Exe- 
ter the  temporary  capital  of  the  State,  and,  it  is  thought, 
suffered  a  brief  unpnsonment.  He  subsequently  professed 
allegiance  to  the  State  and  had  a  comfortable  ministry  until 
his  decease  May  3,  1803,  at  the  age  of  67.  He  was  a  CaJ- 
vanist,  but  not  of  the  "strictest"  school. 

Eev.  Ephraim  P.  Bradford  was  bom  in  Milford,  i#  1776, 
a  son  of  Harvard  in  1803^  and  was  ordained,  Feb.  26,  1806, 

eistor  of  this  church.    His  pastorate  extended  to  his  death 
ec.  15, 1845,  at  69  years  of  age.    During  his  ministry  of 
thirty  nine  years  and  ten  months  he  saw  the  great  goodness 
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of  the  Lord.  He  was  a  finished  scholar,  gave  much  time  to 
the  study  of  the  original  Scriptures.  Aoout  1816  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Legislature  one  of  three  men  to  investi- 
gate the  affairs  of  Dartmouth  college,  and  his  was  one  of  the 
names  at  one  time  before  the  pubhc  to  fill  the  vacant  chair 
of  the  presidency  of  that  institution. 

Seasons  of  revival  were  enjoyed  during  his  ministry.  In 
1814  an  unusual  attention  to  serious  things  was  witnessed 
here.  Many  of  the  youth  were  affected.  It  seemed  to  be 
connected  with  a  grievous  sickness  which  preceded  it.  In 
1830, 155  members  were  reported.  In  1832  another  season 
of  the  manifestation  of  the  grace  of  God  occurred,  and  75 
were  admitted  to  the  jovs  and  toils  of  the  church  of  Christ. 
And  again  in  1836  the  heavenly  sanctuary  shed  its  influence 
upon  this  favored  people  and  60  were  added  to  the  visible 
kmgdom  of  our  Lord. 

Mr.  Bradford  was  a  man  whose  character  cannot  be  prop- 
erly noticed  here.  Rev.  J.  G.  Davis  who  was  present  at  ms 
funeral  writes  of  him  and  of  that  scene : — "During  the  last 
five  years  of  his  life,  no  dissentient  voice  had  been  uttered 
in  aU  the  deliberations  and  votes  of  his  society.  Yet  there 
were  times  in  his  ministry  when  the  question  of  removal 
was  urged  upon  his  attention  as  a  matter  of  duty.  In  a 
time  of  deep  embarrassment,  when  asked  'why  he  did  not 
go,'  he  replied,  *  nothing  but  a  remembrance  of  my  final 
account  keeps  me  at  New  Boston.'  In  the  season  of  his 
severest  jjrivations  he  was  not  without  the  sympathy  of 
many,  wlule,  at  a  later  period,  his  people  abounded  in  the 
riches  of  their  liberalitv.  Spirituality  of  mind  marked  the 
latter  portion  of  his  lire.  *I  wonder'  said  he,  at  one  time, 
*that  Christians  do  not  speak  more  frequently  of  thdr  pros- 
pects and  future  home.'  'Precious  heaven,'  he  exclaimed, 
to  a  firiend  a  few  days  before  his  decease. 

Twenty  two  ministers  of  the  gospel,  of  different  names, 
but  common  faith,  gathered  about  the  remains  of  the  eldest 
of  their  number.  Disease  had  touched  him  lightly,  and  the 
stroke  of  the  great  leveller  was  scarcely  visible.  A  smile 
rested  on  his  noble  and  expressive  features,  and  he  lay  like 
a  strong  man  stretched  in  steep.  The  calm  benignity  of  his 
nature  seemed  triumphant  even  in  death.  We  moved  to 
the  house  of  God,  a  building  erected  under  his  own  super- 
vision fh  the  prime  of  his  ministry.  On  the  table  at  which 
he  had  so  often  ministered  in  the  choicest  symbols  of  reli- 
gion, lay  the  &ther,  the  firiend,  and  the  pastor  of  that  peo- 
ple. The  choir  sung  a  hymn  whose  burden  was  of  res^. 
The  eldest  of  the  survivii^  ministers  led  in  prayer. 
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'UnleflB*  I  greatly  err/  said  the  preacher,  Eev.  Dr.  Whi- 
ton,  ^  the  jud^ent  of  thus  assembly  will  sustain  the  remark, 
that  in  gomg  through  all  ihe  circles  of  society  in  our  county, 
probably  no  death  could  have  occurred,  that  would  have 
called  forth  a  larger  public  tribute  of  regret«  and  tears/ — 
The  judgment  of  the  assembly  did  sustain  the  remark.  The 
whole  congregation  wept. 

He  was  interred  in  tne  old  burial  ground  on  the  hill-side, 
near  the  site  of  the  former  Meeting-house,  at  a  point  which 
overlooks  the  rest  of  the  yard.  The  snot  was  well  chosen, 
as  if  that  he  who  had  led  tnem  in  life,  euiould  rest  nearer  the 
heavens,  and  be  their  leader  at  the  resurrection.'' 

His  successor,  Bev.  E.  M.  Kellogg,  was  installed  in  1846 
and  dismissed  by  the  Presbytery  in  1852,  and  is  now  pastor 
at  Mason  Yilli^.  Borne  members  were  annually  added 
during  his  ministry. 

The  present  members  of  the  church  number  165.  They 
are  abundantly  able  to  sustain  a  pastor,  and  will  doubtless 
evince  that  ability ;  although  it  would  not  be  remarkable,  if, 
with  such  an  eminent  instance  of  ministerial  excellence  aa 
Mr.  Bradford  pres^ited  for  so  many  years  to  their  view,  in 
full  remembrance,  they  should  find  a  spirit  of  forbearance 
and  a  charitable  judgment  needful,  both  m  the  selection  and 
permanent  support  of  the  man  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  may 
make  their  next  "overseer.'' 


NEW  IPSWICH. 

B«T.  Samvxl  Lbs. 

New  Ipswich  was  originally  settled  by  mm  who  feared 
Gk)d  and  recognized  their  obligations  to  sustain  the  institu- 
tions of  rdigion.  The  original  grant  b^  which  they  became 
proprietors  of  the  soil  mi^es  a  reservation  of  a  certain  piece 
of  fimd  for  the  support^  in  part,  of  the  Christian  ministry. 
This  grant  is  dated  Apnl  17, 1750.  At  the  first  1^1  meet- 
ing of  the  prc^rietors  neld  the  20th  of  June  following,  it  was 
"  voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  provide  a  proper  person  to 
preach  in  said  town."  A  similar  vote  was  passed  the  year 
following,  and  also  the  sutgect  of  building  a  Meeting-house 
discussed.  In  1752  it  was  "  voted  to  have  constant  preach- 
ing in  said  town  for  the  ftiture,  and  to  build  a  Meeting- 
house." This  house  was  not  ccmipleted  till  the  year  17M. 
Nov.  26, 1754,  it  was  '^  voted  to  come  into  some  method  to 
settle  a  minister  in  ths^  plaoe ;"  also,  ^^  to  set  apart  the  fint 
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Wednesday  in  January  next  for  a  day  of  fiksting  and  prayer 
to  God  for  his  directii^  of  us  in  the  choice  of  a  minister/' 
Feb.  4th,  1755,  "  voted  that  Mr.  Peter  Powers  be  our  ^spel 
minister."  A  committee  was  chosen  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Powers  and  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting.  At  this  meet- 
ing, April  29th,  it  was  *'  voted  not  to  comply  with  Mr.  Pow- 
ers' principles  concerning  baptism,  that  he  would  not  admit 
any  to  baptism  without  tney  came  to  full  communion."  Mr. 
Deliverance  Smith  was  afterward  invited  to  become  their 
pastor,  and  declined. 

Nov.  26, 1759,  Mr.  Stephen  Farrar  received  a  call  which 
he  accepted,  but  was  not  ordained  till  the  following  year. 
Oct.  21, 1760^  a  council  was  convened  for  the  twofold  pur- 
pose of  orgamzing  a  church,  and  of  ordaining  Mr.  Farrar  as 
its  pastor.  The  church  was  organized  that  day,  and  Mr. 
Farrar  ordained  the  day  following. 

The  ministry  of  Mr.  Farrar  is  probably  the  most  impor- 
tant particular  in  the  history  of  Kew  Ipswich,  and  contrib- 
uted, preeminently,  to  render  the  place  what  it  has  been  and 
now  is — a  place  distinguished  for  its  steadfitst  adherence  to 
the  religion  of  the  Puntans.  Mr.  Farrar's  ministry  was  able. 
Although  not  a  man  of  extensive  reading,  he  was  an  inde- 
pendent and  correct  thinker.  His  ministry  was  evangelical. 
At  a  period  when  so  many  in  the  sacred  office  in  New  Eng- 
land were  evidently  unconverted,  and  as  a  consequence  Ar- 
minian,  Mr.  Farrar  steadfastly  adhered  to  ^^  the  faith  once 
delivered  to  the  saints."  His  ministry  was  faithful.  He 
feared  God  and  Him  only ;  and  accoraing  to  the  standard 
of  that  day,  discharged  with  fearlessness,  yet  with  affection^ 
the  duties  of  a  pastor  and  of  a  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  His  ministry  was  long.  Settled  at  the  early  age 
of  21  years,  he  continued  to  labor,  with  that  affection  which 
commences  in  '^ first  love"  and  matures  and  strengthens, 
though  its  ardor  may  abate,^  with  advancing  years,  up  to  the 
hour  literaUy,  (for  he  died  in  a  fit,)  of  his  death.  This  oc- 
curred in  his  70th  year.    He  died  June  23, 1809. 

There  seems  to  have  been  but  one  general  revival  during 
the  ministry  of  Mr.  Farrar.  That  was  such  as  to  merit 
particular  notice.  The  writer  has  taken  much  pains  to  ga- 
ther the  facts  from  living  witnesses  who  were  the  subjects  of 
the  work.  This  revival  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  1785, 
and  continued  through  the  winter  and  into  the  summer  fol- 
lowing. Of  the  feefings  that  preceded  the  revival,  on  the 
part  of  Christians,  little  can  be  learned,  as  no  one  who  was 
then  such  is  now  among  this  people.  It  seems  there  was 
less  of  expectation  of  a  revival  tnan  Christians  now  have 
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learned  to  entertain;  though  there  was  much  tendemew 
and  concern  for  the  bouLs  of  men.  It  should  also  be  remem- 
bered that  this  was  a  period  of  ^"eat  darkness  and  declension 
in  the  New  Endand  churches ;  being  about  forty  years  afber 
tiie  revivals  in  itib  day  of  Edwards,  and  seven  yeare  previous 
to  the  revivals  which  conmienced  in  C!onnecticut  under  Grif- 
fin in  17d2 ;  and  tibat,  to  the  re-action  of  the  excesses  of  the 
revivals  of  1740  in  some  req)ects  so  ^orious,  were  now  added 
the  baleful  influences  of  the  Bevohition,  and  of  the  French 
bfideli^  that  came  to  us  with  the  aid  so  ess^tial  to  our 
armies  nom  that  nation.  The  Christians  of  that  day  knew 
not  what  a  revival  was.  When  it  occurred,  it  was  a  thing 
entirely  novel  The  following  incident  witnessed  by  the  per- 
son who  related  it,  though  mmself  at  the  time  an  uncon- 
verted nuui,  is  full  of  meaning  in  this  connection :  About  a 
year  before  the  revival,  Mr.  Farrar  was  at  the  house  of  his 
&ther,  who  was  a  member  of  the  church,  and  conversing  with 
hhn  on  the  state  of  religion  at  the  time.  In  the  coujse  of 
the  conversation  Mr.  Farrar  remarked,  "J  Aave  now  been 
more  ihcm  twenty  years  im,  my  ministry  here^  and  know  not 
that  I  luwe  done  any  goody"  and  burst  into  tears  and  wept 
freely.  This  is  significant  of  what  were  the  feelings  of  at 
least  the  minister,  and  probably  of  some  others  of  the  church 
for  a  period  previous  to  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  upon 
tbe  people. 

As  stated  above,  the  revival  began  in  the  ML  The  sud- 
den death  of  a  voung  lady  had  great  effect  upon  the  public 
mind.  In  the  latter  part  of  Decanber  the  solemnity  had 
become  very  deep  and  general.  On  Sabbath  preceding  the 
first  Wednesday  in  January,  1786,  Mr.  Farrar  preached  from 
Isa.  32:  2— ^^A  man  shall  be  a  hiding  place  fiom  the  wind, 
and  a  covert  from  the  tempest," — ^witn  great  eflSsct.  On  the 
feUowing  Wednesday  occurred  a  Quarterly  Church  Fast^ 
which  the  church,  it  seems,  had  been  accustomed  to  observe, 
not  as  the  means  especially  of  prepiuing  the  way  for  a  revi- 
^,  but  for  the  general  purpose  of  promoting  their  sanotifi- 
cation.  This  meeting  was  attended  by  unwonted  numbers, 
not  only  of  the  church,  but  of  others.  Upon  this  assembly 
Ae  Spirit  came  down  in  Pentecostal  power.  All  were  sul>- 
dued.  After  the  meeting  was  closed,  the  people  did  not  dis- 
perse for  nearly  an  hour,  but  staid,  anxious  to  converse  on 
Ae  subject  of  their  own  personal  reli^on.  The  report  of 
^rtiat  transpired  at  this  meeting,  as  made  by  those  who  were 
Resent,  had  a  thrilling  effect  upon  the  peojde  ^nerally. 
Such  scenes  were  unknown  in  that  day.  I^one  bving  had. 
^tnessed  the  like,  x  Hence  tiie  novelty  of  the  facts,  as  well 
16 
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as  their  intrinsic  importance^  deepened  tiie  interest  of  the 
occasion. 

From  this  time  through  the  winter,  the  work  was  "  witii 
power/'  The  excitement  was  very  ^reat.  The  winter  was 
severe  fmd  the  snow  deep,  but  it  did  not  cool  the  burning 
zeal.  Successive  meetings  were  often  held  during  the  whole 
day,  and  by  adjournment  ftom  one  place  to  another.  At 
these  conference  meetings  individuals  would  sometimes  arise, 
and  in  their  distress  exdaim,  "What  coin,  I  do  to  be  saved?" 
So  anxioius  were  people  to  attend  meetings  that  the  sick  w^re 
carried  and  laid  on  oeds.  Mr.  Farrar  attended  these  meet- 
ings as  far  as  possible,  and  preached  tvUhout  notes — ^{>reached 
in  tears,  literally,  and  his  auditors  sobbing  around  him.  In 
some  cases,  when  private  dwellings  could  not  accommodate 
the  many  who  attended,  he  would  resort  to  the  bam ;  and 
with  his  auditors  around  him  on  the  floor,  imd  above  him  on 
tiie  scaffold,  dispense  to  them  the  word  of  life.  So  great  wa£ 
the  demand  for  ministerial  labor  that  clerfi^men  firom  the 
neighboring  churches  came  to  the  aid  of  tne  overburdened 

Eistor.  The  members  of  the  church  also  were  abundemt  in 
bors.  They  made  it  their  great  business  to  converse  willi 
the  impenitent  to  convert  them  to  Christ.  Young  converts 
at  once  put  on  the  harness  as  if  enlisted  in  the  sermce  of 
Christ.  ^ 

The  time  during  which  persons  were  under  conviction  ia 
this  revival  is  thought  to  have  been  about  three  weeks.  The 
subjects  of  the  work  were  of  all  ages,  firom  children  of  four, 
seven^  and  twelve  years,  up  to  extreme  old  age.  And,  if  we 
may  judge  fix)m  such  of  them  as  have  been  living  witmn  the 
last  twenty  years,  tiie  conversions  must  have  b^n  genuine, 
and  the  consecration  to  Christ  fuU  and  practical.  So  &r  as 
known,  a  solitary  individual  alone  remains,  a  monument  of 
the  grace  of  this  memorable  period.  As  the  fruits  of  this 
revival,  there  were  added  to  the  church  during  the  year  1786, 
88  members,  and  in  the  vear  following,  10,  by  which  the 
church  was  more  than  doubled,  there  being  but  91  members 
before. 

This  work  of  grace  was  followed  bv  revivals  in  neighbor- 
ing places,  especially  in  Temple  and  Ashby.  On  election 
day  m  1786,  the  young  people  of  New  Ipswich  went  to  Ash- 
bv  to  hold  a  religious  meeting  with  the  young  people  of  that 
place.  The  minister  of  Ashby  was  present,  as  also  Mr.  Far- 
mr,  but  the  exercises  were  conducted,  chiefly,  by  the  young 
coilverts  horn  New  Ipswich.  They  told  what  God  had  done 
for  their  souls,  and  exhorted  their  young  friends  to  repent. 

There  was  no  other  revival  during  the  ministiy  of  Mr. 
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Fanar  ihon^  it  continiied  more  than  twenty  years.  From 
a  document  m  tiie  handwriting  of  Mr.  Farrar,  with  the  cap- 
tion "Persons  who  have  owned  the  Covenant/"  it  appears 
that  the  "half-way  covenant,"  so  called,  was  observed  by 
the  church  from  1762  to  1771,  at  least. 

Bev.  Richard  Hall  succeeded  Mr.  Farrar.  He  was  ordain- 
ed March  12, 1812.  After  receiving  his  call,  he  could  not 
immediately  be  ordained.  The  pulpit  meanwhile  was  occu- 
pied by  Rev.  John  Burbanks,  under  whose  labors  a  revival 
commenced,  so  that  when  Mr.  Hall  entered  upon  his  pro- 
fessional duties,  he  found  himself  amid  the  responsibihties 
and  encouragements  of  a  powerful  work  of  the  Spirit.  As 
the  fruits  of  this  revival,  140  united  with  the  church  in  the 
years  1811,  '12  and  '13.  Another  revival  occurred  in  1821, 
m  which  year  and  the  following,  73  were  added  to  the  church 
— a  harvest  gathered  at  great  expense  to  the  pastor.  He 
fell  a  victim  to  excessive  mbors.  He  bled  at  the  lungs,  fmd, 
after  two  years  of  suffering,  died  July  13,  1824,  aged  40. — 
Hr.  Hall  was  bom  in  S&nsfield,  Conn.,  was  educated  at 
Middlebury,  Vt.,  and  at  the  theological  seminary  Andover, 
Ms.  His  ministrv  was  successftil,  and  he  enjoved  in  a  high 
degree  the  confidence^  and  the  love  of  his  church.  As  a 
pastor,  he  was  affectionate  and  affable.  As  a  preacher, 
fearless  and  fiuthful,  his  manner  partakmg  lai^ly  of  the 
severe.  He  was  an  intelligent,  and!^  self-vindicating  disciple 
of  the  "exercise"  school  ofnis  day. 

Rev.  Isaac  R.  Barbour  was  next  pastor  of  the  church; 
ordained  March  8, 1826,  and  dismissed  in  September  of  the 
same  year. 

Rev.  Charles  Walker  was  ordained  Feb.  2S,  1827— dis- 
missed Aug.  26, 1835.  The  ministry  of  Mr.  Walker  cover- 
ed a  period  in  the  history  of  the  American  churches  of 
great  interest.  It  was  preeminently  the  period  of  revivals. 
In  the  blessings  that  were  poured  upon  our  land  the  church 
in  New  Ipswich  shared  laigely.  In  the  years  1831-2  laige 
additions  were  ifiade  to  the  cnurch.  Appended  to  the  list 
of  church  members  Mr.  Walker  left  the  following :  "The 
church  in  1827  numbers  173  members.  From  my  settlement 
I'eb.  1827^  to  Feb.  1835~eight  years— there  were  added  173 
by  profession,  131  of  whom  were  baptized  in  their  infancy ; 
43  by  letter.  About  50  removals  and  deaths."  But  these 
blessings  came  not  unminded.  A  melancholy  feature  in  the 
historv  of  this  period  is  me  record  of  its,  literally,  ceaseless 
troubles.  Dunng  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Walker  of  but  ei^t 
and  a  half  years,  there  were  held  106  meetings  of  the  church 
for  business ;  many  of  them,  it  is  said,  beginning  in  the 
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afternoon,  oontinned  tOl  late  in  the  evening ;  two  eeclesiaB- 

ti^  references:  two  mutual  councils,  and  one  ex  parte 

conncU~-all  having  reference  to  the  diflSculties  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Walker  was  snoceeded  in  the  pastoral  office  bj  the 

J  resent  incumbent,  Bev.  Samuel  Lee,  who  was  pastor  of  the 
IvangeUcal  church  in  Sherburne,  Ms.,  when  (billed  by  the 
church  in  New  Ipswich.  He  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
church  May  5th,  1836.  The  day  in  which  to  write  the 
history  of  his  pastorate  is  yet  future ;  299  have  united  with 
ihe  church  since  his  connection  with  it.  It  may,  perhap,  be 
proper  to  remark  that  the  spirit  of  trouUe  which  manifested 
itself  in  Mr.  Walker's  day  was  not  dismissed  with  him.  but 
continued  to  exhibit  its  power  under  his  successor,  till,  in 
1852  a  second  church,  constituted  under  the  law  of  elective 
affinity,  was  ormnized.  Since  this  time  the  First  church 
has  known  much  of  "  the  peace  of  Gk)d ;"  has  remodeled  its 
Meeting-house,  and  is  in  external  prosperity.  ^'Hitherto 
hath  the  Lord  helped  us.'' 


NEW  IPSWICH. 

Sscom  Oov«Bs«ATioirAi.  Chifics. 

The  second  Congregational  church  in  New  Ipswich  was 
organized  Oct.  9,  1851,  with  57  members — ^21  males,  36 
females.  Most  of  these  were  dismissed  from  the  first  church 
at  their  own  request,  fer  the  specified  purpose  of  being 
organized  into  another  church.  It  was  beheved  that  the  best 
interests  of  religion  among  this  people  required  this  organi- 
zation. After  worshiping  a  few  months  in  a  hall,  the  society 
!)urchased  a  church  eoifioe  and  re-fitted  it  in  a  convenient 
brm.  A  Sabbath  School  was  immediately  organized  wi& 
some  85  or  90  members.  Donations  in  Bibles,  Testaments, 
and  Sabbath  School  books,  were  received  from  various  indi- 
viduals from  abroad.  A  reed  organ,  clock,  fmd  other  churdb 
fhmiture,  were  also  presented  to  the  society. 

A  pastory  Bev.  J.  Ballard,  was  installed  July  14,  1852, 
and  dismissed  in  1855.  Since  the  organization  of  the  church, 
25  have  been  added  to  their  number,  making  a  total  of  82 
members ;  the  additions  being,  eleven  by  profession,  and 
fourteen  by  letter.  The  society  have  raised  and  aropromi- 
ated  for  purposes  of  reUgious  worship,  about  94400.  The 
last  year,  they  contributed  9114  to.  charitable  objects 
abroad.  The  average  attendance  on  public  worship  is  sup- 
posed to  be  about  150. 
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PELHAM.' 

Rer.  Obablxs  RocKWtix. 

The  town  of  Pelhaiii  was  incorporated  Jnly  5, 1746. — 
Previous  to  this  time,  the  east  part  of  the  town  had  been 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Dracut,  and  the  west  part  under 
that  of  Dunstable,  so  that  when  the  town  was  incorporated 
there  were  quite  a  number  of  &milies  in  the  town,  and  so 
the  subject  of  building  a  Meeting-house  and  of  procuring  a 
minister  received  a  more  prompt  and  early  attention  tmui 
it  might  otherwise  have  done.  The  same  year  in  which  the 
town  was  incorp(»uted,  the  people  voted  to  build  a  Meeting- 
house and  to  expend  £60  for  preaching,  and  it  was  sustain- 
ed most  dfthe  tmie  till  a  minister  was  settled  in  the  place. 

At  a  town  meeting  June  3, 1751«  Bev.  James  Hobbs  was 
diosen  "their  gospel  minister.''  They  gave  him  £70  old 
tenor  as  a  settlement,  and  £40  old  tenor  as  an  annual  sala- 
ry; and  at  another  meeting,  soon  after,  they  ^ve  him  £100 
in  addition  to  his  settlement,  and  £100  m  five  annual 
instalments,  in  addition  to  his  salary ;  and  also  25  cords  of 
fire  wood  annually.  The  church  in  Pelham  was  formed^ 
(consisting  of  ten  men,)  and  Mr.  Hobbs  was  ordained  its 
nrst  pastor  Nov.  13, 1751.  He  was  Arminian  in  sentiment ; 
ftnd  the  covenant  that  was,  at  that  time,  adopted  by  the 
ehurch  was  in  accordance  with  those  sentiments.  Mr.  Hobbs 
died  Jime  20, 1765.  Thirty  seven  persons  came  into  the 
church  in  his  time. 

The  town  next  invited  Amos  Moody  to  become  their  min- 
ister ;  and  they  proposed  to  give  him  £70  sterling  money  as 
a  settlement,  and  £  55  as  an  annual  salary.  He  was  ordain- 
ed Nov.  20, 1755.  His  sentiments  were  similar  to  those 
of  his  predecessor.  During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Hobbs,  aid 
for  twelve  or  fifteen  years  under  Mr.  Moody  the  jpeople  were 
harmonious,  and  were  in  the  confidence  of  their  numsters, 
but  in  1780  to  1792,  in  which  year  Mr.  Moody  was  di^ss- 
ed,  much  evidence  exists  that  he  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  as  a  minister.  The  opposition  to  him  was  so 
great  that  a  new  parish  was  formed,  and  when,  in  1791  or 
92  the  new  parish  was  about  to  form  a  diurch  and  settle  a 
Biinister,  it  was  thought  by  many  of  the  leading  men  of 
both  panshes  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  unite  the 
tovm  again,  and  the  result  of  that  effort  was,  that  if  Mr. 
Moody  would  withdraw,  and  leave  the  town  to  choose  a 
new  minister,  the  existing  difficulties  might  all  be  settled. 

•FMMbf  llr.A.GM«> 
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Accordingly  he  was  dismissed  Oct.  24,  1792.  He  had 
admitted  61  members  to  the  churcL  The  seceding  pariah 
then  united  with  the  old  parish,  but  it  was  about  six  years 
before  a  minister  was  settled  in  the  place.  During  those  six 
years  25  candidates  had  been  employed,  to  two  or  three  of 
whom  invitations  to  settle  had  been  presented,'' but  were  not 
accepted  for  want  of  unanimity  or  harmoil;^  among  the 
peome.  Twenty  members  were  received,  while  they  were 
without  a  pastor. 

A  town  meeting,  Aug.  27, 1798,  unanimously  invited  to 
the  oversight  of  the  church  Mr.  John  Hubbard  Church,  and 
promised  him  (500  as  a  settlement,  and  f  333^3  as  an 
annual  salary.  He  was  ordained  Oct.  31, 1798.  The  cove- 
nant adopted  at  the  formation  of  the  church  was  modified 
and  made  more  Calvinistic  near  the  close  of  Mr.  Moody's 
labors.  No  confession  of  faith  had  been  adopted  until  the 
day  before  the  ordination  of  Dr.  Church.  Then,  at  a  church 
meeting  held  for  the  purpose,  he  presented  a  confession  of 
fiEkith.  and  also  a  covenant  which  were  adopted  by  the  church, 
whicn  were  entirely  orthodox  in  sentiment,  and  which,  with 
some  little  revision,  remain  in  use  at  the  present  time.  Dr. 
Church  remained  pastor  until  Sept.  30, 1835,  in  which  time  he 
received  into  the  church  191  members.  In  his  letter  of  res- 
ignation he  says,  ^^For  a  considerable  time  past,  I  have  been 
cksirous  that  my  place  should  be  filled  witn  a  more  active 
and  useful  servant  of  Christ.  I  am  much  ratified  with  the 
present  prospect  of  its  being  done.''    The  ^urch  and  socie- 

Shad  a  short  time  previously  voted,  unanimously,  a  call  to 
r.  John  Keep  to  become  their  pastor,  and  voted  niin  J  550 
as  an  annual  salary  and  the  privilege  of  being  absent  four 
Sabbaths  in  each  year.  He  accepted  the  call  and  was 
ordained  Sept.  30,  1835.  In  the  summer  of  1841  Mr. 
Keep's  health  failed  him  so  much,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
dut^  to  ask  a  dismission.  He  was  dismissed  Oct.  13, 1841, 
havmg  admitted  40  persons  to  membership  in  the  churcL — 
In  the  summer  of  1842,  Bev.  Jacob  Chapman  was  called  to 
the  work  of  the  ministry  here,  but  he  did  not  settle  because 
there  was  a  want  of  unanimity  in  the  votes  of  the  church 
and  society. 

In  Jan.  1843  a  unanimous  call  was  riven  to  Rev.  Cyrus 
W.  Allen.  He  was  installed  Feb.  1, 1843.  He  continued 
to  be  the  pastor  until  Ma^  1847,  when,  at  an  ecclesiastical 
council  convened  to  take  mto  consideration  the  expediency 
of  dissolving  the  pastoral  relation,  Mr.  Allen  stated,  ^'that 
he  deemed  it  necessary  to  his  comfort  and  usefulness  that 
,  he  should  remove  from  his  present  field  of  labor."    He  was 
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accordingly  dismissed  May  12, 1847.  Sixteen  were  added 
to  the  church  dorins  this  ministry.  Bev.  Eden  B.  Foster 
was  next  engaged  ror  one  year.  He  conmienced  his  labors 
the  second  Sabbath  in  June  1847.  Before  the  year  expired, 
the  church  and  sodety  voted,  nearly  unanimously,  to  give 
him  a  call  for  settlement,  voting  nim  9600,  aiterwards 
increased  to  9700  as  an  annual  salary.  He  was  installed 
June  21,  1848.  In  November  or  December  of  1852  he 
received  a  call  from  the  John  Street  church  in  Lowell,  Ms. 
He  was  difflnissed  Jan.  18,  1853,  having  received  eight  per- 
sons to  the  church,  and  one  was  receivM  after  he  left.  No 
pastor  was  obtainra  until  ihe  sunmier  of  1854,when  a  unan- 
unous  invitation  was  presented  to  Bev.  Charles  Bockwell, 
with  a  stipulated  annued  salary  of  9700.  He  was  installed 
Aug.  30, 1854  All  the  frmds  belonging  to  the  society  for 
the  support  of  the  ^spel  are  about  91000  in  railroad  stock 
hequeatlied  the  society  by  Mr.  James  Cutter,  who  deceased 
in  1853.  There  have  been  384  members  from  the  beginning. 
Of  infant  baptisms  there  are  on  record  744.  Four  young 
men  from  this  church  have  pursued  a  course  of  study,  and 
have  been  ministers  of  the  gospel.  The  people  of  this  town 
are  not  so  much  a  "church  going  people,"  as  formerly.  It 
was  once  very  common  to  see  one-half  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion at  meeting,  especially  through  the  summer  season. — 
But  at  the  present  time  the  average  number  who  attend 
public  worship  would  frJl  rather  tolow  one-fourth  of  the 
population.  No  powerful  revivals  of  religion  have  been 
enjoyed  in  this  place  as  in  many  places.  Yet  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  has  manifested  itself  in  several  instances  in  an 
especial  manner,  in  awakening  and  converting  sinners.  Dr. 
Cnurch's  labors  in  the  first  year  of  his  ministry,  were  the 
means  of  the  conversion  of  ^  who  professed  their  faith  in 
Christ.  Then  again  in  1813  and  '16  there  were  evident 
tokens  of  the  Spirit's  presence,  and  quite  a  number  were 
renewed  in  heart.  From  midsummer  1827  to  midsummer 
1828,  nearly  40  were  added  to  the  church  as  the  fruits  of  a 
revival  enjoyed  at  that  time.  And  again  in  the  latter  part 
of  1831  a  ^^protracted  meeting''  was  held  and  resulted,  as 
was  hoped,  m  the  conversion  of  20.  In  the  year  1836, 
although  110  especial  revival  was  enjoyed,  still,  the  operations 
of  the  Spirit  were  manifeist  in  the  conversion  of  some  16 
souls.  Ihiring  the  past  year,  there  has  been  one  life  member 
made  by  contribution  to  the  American  Board ;  three  to  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society ;  three  to  the  American 
Tract  Society :  and  one,  in  part,  to  the  Society  for  the  aid 
of  Western  CoU^^^— in  all,  more  than  9500  devoted  to 
benevol^t  objects.    The  present  number  of  the  church  is  89. 
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PETERBOROUGH. 

This  town  has  a  somewhat  intricate  eoclesiastiGal  histe^. 
Many  diuek  and  many  brij^t  points  afe  in  it.  The  jMstocs 
of  this  church  have  been  Rot.  John  Morrison  a  natire  of 
Pathfoot,  Scotland^  settled  in  1766— dismissed  in  about  five 
years  ;  Rev.  David  Annan  cf  Cnpar  of  Fife,  in  SeotlNid, 
settled  in  1778— dismissed  in  17^ ;  Rev.  Eliijah  Dnnfawr  a 
native  of  Canton^  Ms.,  a  graduate  cf  Harvard  in  1794,  set- 
tled Oct.  23,  1799— difflmssed  June  27, 1827  ;  Rev.  Ahid 
Abbot,  a  Unitarian,  was  settled  the  day  Mr.  Donbar  was 
dismissed.  The  ohuroh  became  Congregational  under  Mr. 
Dunbar  and  finally  a  majority  o£  tiiem  Unitarians.  In  1840 
Dr.  Abbot  received  Rev.  Curtis  Cutler  as  cdleague  pastor 
of  the  Unitarian  diorcb. 

The  settlement  of  this  town  was  commenced  before  1740, 
bv  emigrants  from  Londonderry,  and  from  Lunenbuig,  Ms. 
The  present  Unitarian  ciiurch  was  originally  Presbyterian, 
and  was  probably  gathered  at,  perhaps  b^ore,  the  ordination  of 
Mr.  Morrison  in  1766.  He  remained  here  less  Umi  six 
years ;  and  his  successor,  Mr.  Annan,  not  quite  fourteen. 
jBoth  were  from  Scotland.  Of  neither  of  these  men  will 
truth  allow  a  &vorable  representation :  thoueh  both  were 
respectable  in  point  of  talent.  They  weoe  orthodox  in  sen- 
timent, but  reprehensible  in  deportment.  Both  contributed 
to  beget  in  the  popular  mind  an  indiff<uenoe  to  Presbyte- 
rianism,  and  a  prejudice  against  ordiodoxy,  the  effects  of 
whidi  were  lasting  and  unhappy.  Mr.  Morrison,  after  hii 
dismission,  became  skeptical  and  profli^te,  joined  the  Brit* 
ish  army,  wd  died  bx  South  Carolina,  Dec.  IXHh,  1782,  aged 
39.  He  was  bom  May  22d,  1743.  Such  was  the  condurt 
of  Mr.  Annan  that,  some  years  after  his  dismission,  he  was 
deposed  from  the  ministiV  by  the  Presbytery  of  London- 
derry. He  went  to  Ireland,  and  there  died  in  1802,  aged 
48.  He  was  bom  April  4th,  1754.  The  pstUent  exam^es 
of  these  two  men  were  enough  to  bring  a  Uigfat  on  religion 
in  any  place  ;  tiie  chief  wonder  is,  that  they  were  tolerated  so 
long.  A  tithe  of  their  immoralities  would,  at  this  day,  jfoA 
down  the  character  of  a  minister  almost  below  hope  of 
redemption.  At  tiiue  settlement  of  Mr.  Dunbar,  1799,  the 
church  adopted  the  Congregational  discipline.  In  his  theo- 
logical views,  he  was  Anti-Calvinistic.  Several  members  of 
md  church  still  adhered  to  Presbyterianism,  thou^  tbe^ 
genecally  att^oded  his  ministry  for  many  years  :  on  condi- 
tion, however,  that  the  communion  be  administered  once  in 
ayear  in  Presbyterian  form,  at  tiie  expense  of  the  town. 
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A  PiBBbTteriaa  dmich  was  orffamaed  hj  the  PreBbjteiy 
of  Lo^dQllldeIT7,  Jmie  19th,  1822,  consktiig^  of  several  memr 
ben  <^  the  old  churoh,  who  had  uever  adopted  Coagregation* 
al  prixiciples,  and  diaeented  fiom  the  Anxunian  views  of  the 
pa^or.  This  bod;^,  with  the  aid  of  other  iBdividuals,  erect- 
ed in  1825  a  Meeting-house,  a  mile  firom  the  villa^ge,  which 
was  afterwards  removed  to  the  village,  and  received  Rev. 
Peter  Holt  as  thedr  pastor.  He  saw  much  fruit  of  his  faith- 
fid  labofs  here  ;  ana  after  Ms  resignation,  ministered  to  the 
dburch  in  Deering,  as  stated  sup^y,  from  1835  to  1841.-^ 
He  left  in  the  diim^  in  Feterboro^h  122  members. 
.  Rev.  William  r  ine  followed  Mr.  Holt — was  settled  in  June 
1836  and  dismissed  in  less  than  a  year.  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett 
then  preached  here  for  a  time. 

Rev.  James  R.  French,  a  native  of  Prosnect,  Me.  in  1809. 
was  settled  here  in  1840,  and  dismissed  in  1847.  He  reported 
but  105  members  in  1841.  For  several  yeans  previous  to  his 
a^ttlement,  triak  and  discouragements  fill  the  nistory  of  the 
people  of  God  in  Peterborough,  and  there  were  found  many 
ho&est  hearted  C9mstians  who  remembcared  ^^  the  days  of  old/' 
who,  as  they  reviewed  tiiie  events  of  ^'  father  Holt's"  minis- 
lary  and  his  dismission,  were  wont  to  declare  it  their  belief 
that  the  judgmi^Dtts  of  Qod  were  following  them.  Butasea- 
9(m  of  pro^rity,  of  union,  of  activity,  and  of  lai^  increase 
followed,  commencing  in  1839  and  continuing  until  1849. 
Now  was  seen  a  full  attendance  upon  the  means  of  grace,  a 
large  and  flourishing  Sabbath  School,  and  general  harmony 
in  i^e  chmrdi  and  society.  In  1841  and '42^  sixty  two  mem-^ 
bers  were  add«d  by  profession  and  twenty  eight  by  letter. 

Bev.  Henry  J.  Lamb  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church 
in  July  1847  and  dismissed  in  Nov.  1852.  In  1853  Rev. 
Andrew  Bigelow  supfdied  the  desk  six  months,  closing  his 
la2>or8  in  July. 

The  deacons  at  the  present  time,  are,  John  Yose,  Watson 
Washbum,  Sam:ud  Ifoynard.  Tb^  jpastor's  salary  has  usu- 
ally been  raised  by  voluntary  subecnpticm.  In  one  or  two 
instances  a  tax  has  been  levied  upon  the  members  of  the 
society  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  churcL  The  sum 
paid  to  pastors  has  varied  from  9  400  to  9  500  per  annum. 
The  present  niuuber  of  communicants  is  56. 

CONGBBGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

A  Coi^pregadonal  church  was  organised  in  Peterborough  in 
Oct  1853,  smce  whi(^  tim«  the  two  churches  have  worshiped 
together  in  the  Presbyt^nan  hoim,  whenever  they  have 
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cffijoyed  the  labors  of  a  minister.  Bev  Mr.  Herwin  was 
employed  six  months  in  1853  and  1854^  by  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Bey.  Daniel  McClenning  was  employed  nearly  a 
year  by  the  Oongreeational  church,  closing  his  labors  in 
September  1855.  The  deacons  of  the  Congrerational  church 
are  Nathaniel  Moore,  Joel  Fay,  Andrew  H.  JFamsworth. — 
Thepresent  number  of  communicants  is 40. 

With  a  population  of  2,222  in  1850,  it  is  important  that 
a  strong  evangelical  influence  should  be  foundj  abiding  here. 
To  secure  this  there  must  be  amon^  the  chosen  people  of 
God,  forbearance,  union,  labor  and  obedience  to  Jesus'  word 
— "  Have  faith  in  God." 


SHARON. 

A  small  town  containing  400  inhabitants  in  1820,  and 
nt>w  226.  No  religious  organization  exists  here,  and  no 
permanent  ministry  of  truth  is  enjoyed.  The  place  has  not 
Deen  wholly  overlooked  by  the  friends  of  God,  and  not 
entirely  passed  by  of  him.  In  1835  Rev.  J.  Holt  labored  here 
three  months,  and  felt  encouraged  by  the  state  of  things.  A 
church  of  seven  members  was  formed,  and  Rev.  E.  Hill 
preached  the  word  of  life  unto  the  people.  In  1839  Rev. 
Charles  Shedd  was  employed  by  the  Missionary  Society  to 
preach  here.  Again  in  1842  God  visited  this  little  waste 
place,  and  18  hopeftd  conversions  were  reckoned,  and  ten 
were  added  to  the  church  imder  the  labors  of  Rev.  E.  Hill 
In  1844,  the  Rev.  S.  Harris  formed  here  a  church  with  three 
male  and  six  female  members.  Who  can  say^  that  aid 
came  in  vain  from  the  stronger  churches  to  this  people? 
Will  not  the  Lord  remember  iiiat  little  spot  yet  again  ?  May 
we  not  more  justly  ask,  will  ihe  prayers  and  alms,  and  &ith 
of  God'speople  be  continued  in  reference  to  this  and  similar 
fields  ?  They  offer  the  best  theater  in  which  Christian  love 
can  display  her  untiring  zeaL 


TEMPLE.* 

ReT.  Oxomax  Goodtbae. 

The  view  from  the  highest  ground  here  is  very  fine.  It 
was  said  bv  Farmer  and  Mobre,  thirty  five  years  ago,  that, 
firom  the  Temple  mountains  in  the  west  part  of  the  town, 

•  Sketek  by  oonpikr. 
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^^  twenty  Meetmg-honses  may  be  seen  wlien  tiie  atmosphere 
is  clear."  Originally  a  part  of  Peterborongh  Slip,  it  was 
incorporated  Aug.  26, 1768. 

The  Congregational  church  wasmthered  Oct.  2^  1771,  and 
at  the  same  time  Rev:  Samuel  Webster  of  Salisbury,  Ms. 
was  ordained  pastor,  and  remained  until  his  death  in  about 
six  ^ears.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Noah  Miles  who  was  a 
native  of  Westminster,  Ms.,  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in 
1780,  and  settled  in  the  ministry  here  Oct.  2, 1782. 

A  few  things  gathered  up  concerning  these  ministries  by 
Dr.  Whiton,  we  tUnk  fit  to  place  oefore  the  reader : — 
"  The  ministry  of  the  first  pastor,  Mr.  Webster,  finoueh 
short,  lefb  a  &vorable  impression  of  his  piety  and  wortn. 
Being  zealous  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  he  engaged,  with 
ihe  consent  of  his  people,  as  a  chaplam  in  the  iTorthem 
armv,  in  1777.  He  was  soon  seized  with  hemorrhage  from 
the  lungs,  returned  home  in  a  debilitated  state,  and  died 
Nov.  14th,  1777,  aged  34.    He  wasbomSept.  16th,  1743.  He 

Sve  to  the  town  a  lot  of  land  for  the  support  of  the  gospel, 
on  after  the  accession  of  Mr.  Miles  in  1782,  the  influence 
of  the  great  revival  in  New  Ipswich  extended  into  Temple,  and 
left  precious  and  durable  results.  Mr.  Miles  was  eccentric 
In  his  modes  of  expression  and  illustration,  but  was  held  in 
high  respect  for  probity,  consistency,  and  decision.  He  died 
Nov.  20th,  1831,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  ministry,  and  80th 
of  his  age,  in  ftdl  hope  of  a  better  life  beyond  the  grave." 

The  number  of  members  in  the  churches  in  the  State  first 
enters  the  Minutes  of  the  Gteneral  Association  in  1819. 
Temple  acknowledges  at  that  time  65  members.  In  1821-2 
a  very  powerful  work  of  grace  was  enjoyed  and  the  church 
was  much  enlaiged.  About  50  were  added  to  its  commun- 
ion. It  does  not  f^ain  appear  in  the  minutes  until  1832 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Miles,  and  with  its  numbers  reduced 
to  about  60. 

Rev.  Leonard  Jewett,  a  native  of  HoUis,  educated  at  Dart- 
mouth in  1810,  was  settled  here  March  6,  1833,  and  dis- 
missed July  5, 1844.  Failure  of  health  required  his  resigna- 
tion. He  enjoyed,  to  a  good  d^ree,  the  affections  of  his 
people,  and  tney  parted  with  him  with  regret.  He  removed 
to  HoUis.  In  1833  10  were  added  to  the  church;  in  1836— 
38  ;  in  1837—14 ;  in  1838 — ^7,  and  the  church  numbered 
125 — almost  double  the  membership  when  he  settled. 

Rev.  Walter  FoUet,  a  graduate  of  Middlebuiy  in  1825, 
was  settled  here  Jul^  25, 1844,  and  dismissed  after  about 
ten  years  service.  Smce  1810  the  population  has  sone  down 
firom  941  to  579,  and  the  institutions  of  religion  always  lose 
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hj  a  decrease  of  poralatioiL    Quite  a  xramber  came  into  ih« 
church  during  Mr.  FoUet's  miuiBtry. 

April  25, 1855,  Bev.  George  Qoodyear  beciffiie  the  pastor 
of  the  people.  The  ohuroh  now  embmoes  94  memberB,  in  a 
population  a(  579  Boul8--173  less  than  in  1820.  In  1838, 
about  (me  fifth  of  the  entire  population  were  in  this  churcL 
God  has  here,  evidently,  a  people  for  his  name,  and  they 
should  feel  that,  for  the  honor  of  ikcU  namcy  he  will  hear 
their  supplications  if  attended  with  a  spirit  of  humiliatian, 
and  of  active,  Christiaii  labor. 


WEARS. 

Although  no  Oongr^tional  church  now  exists  here,  it  is 
worthy  of  record  that  one  once  existed.  June  17, 1789,  a 
church  was  duly  formed.  It  was  not  strong.  The  habits 
of  thought  of  the  people  were  not  consonant  with  the  doc- 
trines of  our  churches.  But  the  church  lived  and  exerted 
some  good  moral  influence.  Thirteen  years  after  its  organi- 
zation, it  had  sufficient  ability  to  offer  successful  inducements 
to  Bev.  John  Clayford  from  England  to  settle  amon^  them 
in  the  ministry.  Me  was  ordained  Oct.  20, 1802,  and  labored 
here  almost  six  years.  He  was  dismissed  may  4, 1808.  A 
Baptist  church  was  formed  here  in  1783, — a  Freewill  Baptist 
church  Oct.  20, 1806.  The  town  was  incorporated  Sept. 
21, 1764.    Population  in  1820,  2781 ;  in  1850,  2436. 


WILTON.* 

The  first  church  in  Wilton  was  organized,  and  Mr.  Jona- 
than Livermore,  the  first  minister,  was  ordained  on  the  same 
day,  Dec.  14,  1763,  the  next  year  after  the  incorporation  of 
the  town.  He  was  a  native  of  Northborough,  Ms.,  bom 
1739,  graduated  at  Harvard  1760.  He  was  in  the  pNBystoral 
office  nfteen  years ;  and  was  dismissed  l^  an  ecclesiastical 
council  1778.  He  died  here  July  20, 1809,  aged  79  yeais. 
Eight  persons  entered  the  church  at  its  organization ;  40 
fiunilies,  onl^,  resided  in  town  at  the  time.  About  two 
weeks  after  its  formation,  as  appears  from  the  church  records, 
the  wives  of  six  men  were  received  into  the  church, — proba- 
bly wives  of  men  received  at  its  organiaation.  The  Lord's 
Bupper  was  first  administered  here  May  27^  1764.    The 

•  Sketeh  by  R«t.  W.  Rlohudioii. 
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i4ole  number  received  into  the  chnrdi  during  this  ministry 
was  147, — 118  by  profession  and  29  by  letter.  No  articles 
of  fiuth  or  rules  in  regard  to  admission  to  the  church  appear^ 
except  a  covenant  to  which  members  were  required  to  give 
their  assent  when  received  into  the  church.  This  covenant 
stands  on  the  records  as  follows : — "  You  now  solemnly  and 
publicly  give  up  yourself  to  Qod  in  an  everlasting  covenant, 
acknowledging  the  Lord  Jehovah  to  be  your  Gbd ;  acknowl- 
edging God  the  Father  to  be  your  Creator ;  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  be  your  Savior;  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  your  Sanc- 
tifier.  You  promise  to  take  the  Holy  Word  of  God  for  the 
man  of  your  counsel, — declaring  that  you  fix  your  hopes  and 
expectations  on  the  promises,  and  that,  through  divine  grace 
enabling  you,  you  will  live  according  to  the  instructions 
therein  exhibited ;  obeying  all  the  precepts,  and  complying 
with  all  the  ordinances  therein  enjomed.  You  enter,  partic- 
idarlyj  into  covenant  with  this  church,  engaging  to  hold 
communion  with  it,  in  all  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel — 
egpecitdly.  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper — and  promise  to 
BoWit  to  its  discipline,  wherein  it  observes  the  laws  of 
Oiristianity  given  by  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  and  that,  as 
fi»  as  G^  shall  enable  you,  you  will  five  in  the  constant 
practice  of  all  Christian  duties — secret,  private,  public,  and 
social, — that  you  will  love  (Jod,  honor  the  King  and  do  good 
to  all  men,  especially  to  the  household  of  feith.    Amen. 

"I  promise,  in  the  name  of  the  church,  that  we  will  watch 
over  you,  not  for  your  halting,  but  for  your  edification  and 
comfort,  praying  that  we  and  you  may  be  built  up  together, 
a  spiritual  house,  and  mav  offer  spiritual  sacrifices,  holy  and 
acceptable  to  Qod,  and  that  we  mAj  finally  meet  toother 
in  his  heavenly  kingdom/'  A  son  o^  Mr.  Livermore  stated 
^t  a  majorily  of  the  people  in  town,  (and  he  knew  of  but 
one  individual  exception)  were  members,  either  in  full  com- 
munion, or  were  admitted  to  the  church  by  the  half  way 
covenant,  and  had  their  children  baptized ;  consequently  we 
find  in  the  records  316  baptisms  under  his  ministry. 

Mr.  Abel  Fiske  who  was  bom  in  Pepperell,  Ms.,  1752, — 
gmduated  at  Harvard,  1774, — ^was  ordamed  here  Nov.  18, 
1778, — retained  his  office  twenty  four  years,  till  his  death, 
April  21, 1802,  aged  50  years.  During  his  ministry  246 
Were  received  into  the  church ;  179  by  profession  and  66  1^ 
ktter.  It  is  said  by  those  who  knew  Mr.  Livermore,  that 
ke  was  a  faithful,  devoted  and  suocessftd  minister  of  tiie  gos- 
pel, and  highly  esteemed  by  his  people. 

Mr.  Thomas  Beede,  a  native  of  Poplin,  bom  1771, — ^grad^ 
^ted  at  Harvard,  7198,— was  ordained  in  Wilton,  March  2, 
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1803.  He  retained  his  o&ce  twenty  six  years  and  was  dis- 
missed by  a  vote  of  the  church,  Jan.  15, 1829.  During  his 
ministry  126  were  received  into  the  church ;  115  by  profes- 
sion and  11  by  letter,  and  126  baptisms  are  record^.  ^ 

A  confession  and  covenant  were  drawn  up  at  the  time  of 
his  ordination  and  adopted  by  the  church,  and  they  are  pre- 
cisely the  same  now  in  use  in  the  second  Congregational 
church.  The  confession  commences  thus: — "You  believe 
in  one  only  living  and  true  Gk)d,  in  three  persons,  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  (Siost."  It  embraces  not  only  the  Trinity, 
but  all  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  gospel  as  held  by  ortho- 
dox churches  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  jBeede  was  consider- 
ed Trinitarian  in  his  views  during  the  first  part  of  his  min- 
istry, and  union  and  harmony  prevailed  in  the  church  sener- 
jdly  till  the  year  1822.  when  a  vote  was  passed  by  the  cnurch 
wmch  caused  dissatismction,  and  resulted  in  the  secession  of 
the  second  Congre^tional  church.  Mr.  Beede  at  this  time 
became  a  decided  Unitarian.  After  leaving  Wilton  he  was 
settled  over  a  UniversaUst  church  in  Maine. 

Mr.  Stephen  A.  Barnard  was  ordained  as  a  Unitarian 
minister,  Jan.  13,  1830,  over  the  first  church,  held  his  oflSce 
three  years  and  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  by  a  vote 
of  the  church  April  25, 1833.  Five  members  were  received 
into  the  church  under  his  ministi^.  At  his  settlement  the 
Confession  and  Covenant  were  again  revised,  and  the  doctrines 
of  the  Trinity,  of  depravity,  and  the  necessity  of  regen^n- 
tion  are  left  out.  It  has  been  said  that  Mr.  Barnard  has 
since  become  orthodox  and  is  now  settled  over  an  orthodox 
church.  Abner  Dumont  Jones  succeeded  Mr.  Barnard,  wcA 
was  ordained  Jan.  1, 1834.  These  minutes  were  taken  from 
their  records  about  this  time  and  we  have  no  means  of  trac- 
ing the  history  of  that  bhurch  any  farther.  The  First  Bap- 
tist church  in  Wilton  was  formed  April  7,  1817,  consisting 
of  18  members.  The  Second  Congregational  Church  in 
Wilton  was  on^anized  July  18, 1823,  consisting  of  17  mem- 
bers, seceders  from  the  first  church.  The  first  pastor,  Wil- 
liam Richardson,  was  a  native  of  Gilmanton,  studied  theol- 
ogy at  Andover,  and  was  ordained  over  the  church  Dec.  15, 
1830.  He  was  dismissed  by  an  ecclesiastical  council  Oct 
29, 1840.  There  were  added  to  the  church  119  under  his 
ministry ;  40  infant,  and  17  adult  baptisms ;  21  removed  by 
death.  After  Mr.  -Bichardson's  diinnission  Rev.  Charles 
Whiting  was  settled  in  1843,  and  remamed  about  six  ^eais. 
Twenty  one  were  added  to  the  church  during  his  ministry* 
In  18^  it  reported  120  members ;  it  now  embraces  84,  and 
these,  hy  faitn  in  Jesus'  name,  may  yet  see  as  in  days  past 
the  salvation  of  our  Gk)d. 
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ALSTEAD. 

Rer.  S.  O.  Tsxmbt. 

The  town  of  Alstead,  originally  ^^Newton^'*  was  granted 
August  1763 ;  first  represented  at  a  Provincial  Congress  in 
1775 ;  and  in  March  1776  the  first  town  meeting  was  holden. 
It  is  believed  that  the  first  settlers  of  this  town  reverenced 
GKxl  and  divine  institutions.  Belimous  meetings  were  sta- 
tedly held,  with  much  harmonv  and  profit,  when  the  num- 
ber of  families  was  very  small  and  they  were  destitute  of 
preaching. 

The  fi^t  baptisms  were  administered  September  1768,  by 
Rev.  Thomas  Eessenden,  of  Walpole.  In  1770,  the  town 
chose  nine  men  to  conduct  religious  worship.  One  of  this 
number  was  appointed  to  procure  a  minister.  In  1773,  a 
oommittee  was  chosen  to  select  a  site  for  a  house  of  worship. 
The  same  year,  the  town  employed  Mr.  James  Treadway  to 
supply  them  with  preaching ;  and,  subsequently,  they  ^ve 
him  a  call  to  settle  with  them  in  the  ministry.  He  declmed 
because  no  church  was  there  organized.  In  1776,  a  vote  was 
passed  by  the  town  to  build  a  house  of  worship ;  yet  this 
otgect  was  not  efiTected  till  1781.  In  1777^  a  church  was 
gathered.  But  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  its  first  records^ 
no  details  can  be  gathered  respecting  its  organization.  In 
anticipation  of  the  interesting  and  important  event  of  organ- 
izing a  church,  those  who  were  expecting  to  constitute  it 
hdd  a  fiist.  They  met  in  a  bam,  and  Bev.  Mr.  Fessenden, 
of  Walpole,  was  present.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  first  ad- 
ministered to  the  church  by  Bev.  Mr.  Hall,  of  Eeene.  The 
same  year  a  call  was  renewed  to  Mr.  Treadway,  but  a  large 
and  impoi-tant  minority  opposed  his  settlement,  and  a  unioj] 
was  not  formed.  In  1780,  the  late  Dr.  Payson,  of  "  "^ 
was  employed  as  a  candidate.  In  June,  1781^H£e  churcli 
and  town  gave  Mr.  Jacob  Mann  a  c^lLt^-fi^ttlewith  them  in 
the  ministry.  They  offered  him^e  right  of  land,  designed 
&r  the  first  settled  min|sie]f|rand  thirty  pounds  settlement, 
and  sixty  pounds  sakny,  to  be  increased  ten  pounds  at  the 
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end  of  seven  years,  and  to  continue  increasing  ten  pounds  for 
every  seven  years  afterwards.  Mr.  Mann,  at  first,  declined 
the  call,  but  it  was  afterwards  renewed,  and  be  was  ordained 
in  February,  1782.  In  May^  1789,  he  was  dismissed.  He 
was  a  fptiduate  of  Brown  University  in  1774. 

In  1788,  a  considerable  number  of  this  church,  becoming 
dissatisfiea  with  the  minister,  or  ministers  emjployed,  (who 
were  thought,  by  many,  not  to  be  pious,)  withdrew  and 
united  with  others^  in  constituting  the  second  CouCTegation- 
al  church,  located  m  the  East  Parish.  In  September,  1790, 
the  church  and  town  gave  Mr.  Samuel  Mead  a  call  to  settle 
with  them  in  the  ministry.  They  offered  him  two  hundred 
pounds  settlement  and  seventy  five  j^unds  salarv.  His  sal- 
ary was,  subsequently,  raised  to  eightj  pounds.  He  was 
ordained  in  June,  1791 ;  and  was  dismissed  in  1797.  Un- 
settled and  erroneous  sentiments  caused  the  dismission  of 
both  Mr.  Mead  and  Mr.  Mann.  The  council  that  dismissed 
Mr.  Mead  say,  "  how  could  a  society,  set  up  for  the  light  of 
the  world,  so  lone  countenance  as  a  Christian  minister,  a 
man  whose  unsettkd  and  erroneous  sentiments  give  so  much 
reason  to  suspect  that  he  himself  had  need  to  be  taught  the 
first  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God?"  The  moderator  <rf 
this  councQ  was  Bev.  Aaron  Hall,  and  the  scribe  Rev.  Seth 
Payson.  Various  preachers  were  employed,  after  Mr.  Mead 
left  until  1815,— Rev.  Archibald  Campbell  in  1799,  and  Rev. 
Shipley  Wells  in  1811,  remained  one  year  each.  The  chuit^ 
remained  about  eighteen  years  without  a  settled  pastor,  and, 
during  this  long  period,  became  very  much  unsettled  and 
neatly  disheartened ;  and  the  people  in  town  had  become  so 
divided  into  different  denominations  that  the  gospel  could 
no  lon^r  be  supported  as  formeriy  by  the  town.  At  this 
crisis  the  church,  and  those  out  of  it  who  were  willing  to 
unite  in  supporting  the  gospel,  resolved  to  make  an  efiGort  to 
obtain  an  act  of  incorporation,  as  a  religious  society.  This 
was  granted  in  June,  1815.  This  movement  inspired  the 
church  with  new  courage,  and  it  resulted  in  a  revival  of  re- 
ligion. Thus  Qod  sanctioned  their  efforts,  and  a  new  era 
oommenced  in  the  history  of  the  church.  God  smiled  and 
they  rejoiced. 

^  In  tne  spring  of  1815,  they  employed  Mr.  Seth  8.  Arnold, 
a  giStte&te  of  Middlebury  coU^  in  1812,  to  preach.  He 
WBB  a  manDl^Xcellent  spirit.  They  subsequently  gave  him 
a  call  to  settle  witfa -them*  and,  in  January  1816,  he  was 
otd^ed  as  tiieir  pastor.  They  gave  him  a  settlement  of 
fTOO,  and  a  salary  of  >400.  In -Ae  feU  of  1833,  Mr.  Ar- 
nold, in  consequence  of  protfBCted  feeU^  health,  proposed  to 
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die  church  and  society  to  employ  another  minister,  and,  on 
April  24, 1834,  Rev.  Darwin  Adams  was  installed  over  them, 
at  which  time  Rev.  Mr.  Arnold  was  formally  dismissed.  In 
September,  1842,  Mr.  Adams  was  dismissed.  Their  next 
pastor  was  Rev.  Robert  Crossett.  He  was  installed  in  May, 
1843,  and  dismissed  May  1850.  The  cause  of  the  dismis- 
sion of  the  two  last  pastors  is  not  very  dissimilar  to  that  of 
very  many  that  have  occurred  during  the  late  fastidious  and 
ficUe  period.  There  has  been  unusual  religious  attention, 
in  this  town,  in  1788. 1798,  1808, 1815, 1819,  1826,  1835, 
and  1841.  In  1788,  tnere  was  a  ^neral  revival  of  religion 
throughout  the  town.  In  1815  tms  parish  was  visited  with 
a  precious  season  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord, 
by  the  fruits  of  which,  the  church  was  considerably  increased 
in  numbers  and  stren^h.  In  the  spring  of  1835,  sixty  per- 
sons, ^and  in  the  spring  of  1841,  twenty  two  persons  were 
added  to  the  church,  as  the  result  of  a  protracted  meeting, 
at  each  time.  The  other  seasons  of  revival  were  more  ]im^ 
ited,  or  confined,  principally,  to  the  east  parish. 

In  July  1842,  twenty  members  of  this  church  were 
dismissed,  at  their  request,  and  recommended  as  proper 
persons  to  be  constituted  into  a  church  at  Paper  Mill  Village. 
This  church  and  society  possess  a  permanent  fund  of  about 
13000,  the  interest  of  which  is  appropriated  to  the  support 
of  the  gospel  among  themselves.  But  this  fund  does  not 
tend  to  the  increase  of  Christian  activity  or  benevolence.  The 
amount  winually  given  by  this  church  and  society,  for 
benevolent  objects,  is  about  sixty  dollars.  The  average 
attendance  on  puolic  evangelical  worslup,  in  this  town, 
cannot  be  much  more  than  350  persons.  The  whole  number 
of  members  of  the  church  from  the  first,  is  about  340;  and 
in&nt  baptisms,  360.  This  church  has  frimished  four  men 
for  the  ministry. 

The  church  now  is  only  a  remnant  of  its  former  self. 
The  present  circumstances  of  the  church  difier  widely  from 
what  they  were  forty  years  ago.  Then,  this  was  quite  a 
business  place.  Here  were  men  of  large  property  and 
commandmg  influence,  a  goodly  number  of  wnom  were 
members  of  the  church.  But  these  men  are  either  dead  or 
bave  left  the  place ;  and  the  business  is  gone.  The  present 
population  of  the  parish  consists,  almost  entirely,  of  far- 
itters — good  livers,  respectable,  but  not  wealth^.  Hence 
it  is  easy  to  juc^  of  the  difference  iuamiestion.  The 
wmual  additions  to  the  church  haye  udt^m  some  years, 
l^een  equal  to  the  number  of  those  who  die  and  emigrate. 
The  youth,  at  an  early-age,  nearly  all  leave  the  place. 
17   • 
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The  last  of  July  1860,  Ber.  8.  O.  T^mey  comiaeiioedliU 
labon  with  this  chnrdi,  ami  is  their  minister  at  the  present 
time. 

In  Dec.  1790^  a  CalYinist  Baptist  Church  was  oigani^ed 
in  this  place ;  and  for  many  years,  it  was  very  proiE^>enmSy 
and  beoime  quite  numerous.  At  lengthy  in  ocmnection  with 
the  Universausts,  tibey  erected  and  occupied  a  Meeting-house 
at  Paper  Mill  VUlage;  and,  finally^  the  church  became 
extinct. 


AL8TEAD  BAST. 

Rer.  BssALBBL  Smith.  ^ 

A  number  of  individuals  residing  in  the  east  part  of 
Alstead,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  minister  of  tm  town 
on  account  of  his  apparent  want  of  vital  godliness  and  purity  of 
morals,  sought  letters  of  dismission  from  the  church,  for  the 
purpose  of  formiiig  a  new  one  among  themselves.  Being 
domed  this  privilege,  by  importunity  and  perseverance,  they, 
at  length,  obtained  letters  to  become  connected  with  churches 
in  ot^r  towns ;  and  from  these  they  were  dismissed  and 
organized — ei^teen  in  number — ^into  a  churchNov.  20, 1788» 

Sept.  2, 17^  Bev.  Levi  Jjankton  from  Southington,  Conn, 
a  graduate  of  Tale,  was  settled  over  them  in  the  gospel 
mmistiy.  And  though,  on  account  of  a  feeble  voice  and 
slow  delivery^  his  tnonner  was  not  regarded  as  interesting, 
the  matter  or  his  sermons  was  always  good.  Practical,,  dis- 
criminating, biblical,  his  public  discourses  and  private  oosr 
versation  ever  seemed  to  flow  from  a  heart  overflowing 
with  love  to  Qod  and  love  to  man.  Thus  he  scattered  the 
seed  of  divine  truth,  watering  it  with  his  tears^  and 
following  it  with  his  prayers ;  yet  it  apparently  yielded 
but  little  fruit  in  his  own  tima  Onlv  93  were  admitted  to 
the  church  during  his  ministry  of  a  tnird  of  a  century.  But 
the  precious  siain  was  not  lost — ^it  was  found  ^^  after  mai^ 
days.''  His  noly  example  and  godl]^  conversation  were  ever 
an  excellent  c(»nmait  on  the  doctrines  he  inculcated,  and 
thus  he  became,  what  his  people  and  their  descendants 
denominated,  '^  an  every  day  preacher."  Though  his  con* 
nection  with  the  church  was  not  fonnally  dissolved  until  a 
successor  was  apjiointed^  he  left  the  people  in  June  1823,^ 
and  went  to  reside  with  his  only  child,  who  married  Mr. 
William  Fay  of  WestborMigh,  Ms.  He  removed  subsa* 
quently  witii  the  fiunily  to  Manetta^  Ohio,  wheee  ha  died. 
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with  heaven  fall  in  view,  abont  ihe  year  1843.  On  acconnt 
rf  the  fiuhire  of  his  voice  he  was  unable  to  speak  much  in 
public  for  sometime  previous  to  his  resignation,  but  his  influ- 
ence was  deeply  felt  and  by  many  appreciated.  An  emi- 
nentlv  pious  lady  exclaimed,  as  she  saw  him  turn  away  from 
theplace,  "  The  glory  is  departed  from  Israel/' 

Her  words  seemed  almost  prophetic  ;  for,  from  this  time, 
through  some  adverse  influences,  iniquity  came  in  like  a 
flood,  threatening  to  destroy  all  the  gooid  seed  that  had  ever 
been  sown.  The  church  became  greatly  reduced,  and  it  was 
believed  by  neighboring  ministers  tibat  it  must  die.  The 
sospel  was^  indeed,  dispensed  a  portion  of  the  time^  by  dif- 
ferent ministers,  but  it  did  not  stay  the  tide  of  irreligion 
that  was  bearmi^  down  upon  them.  After  Mr.  Lankton 
left,  the  care  of  the  church  was  committed  to  Bev.  Mr. 
Arnold,  pastor  of  the  first  chturch,  who  acted  as  its  modera- 
tor, ana  soon  became  their  spiritual  teadier  one  fourth  of 
the  time. 

Such  was  the  arrangement  in  1826,  when  Mr.  Moses 
Oerould,  from  Stoddard,  commenced  the  study  of  theology 
with  Mr.  Arnold.  Their  conversation,  soon  after  this,  turned 
^qpon  the  condition  of  the  people  in  the  east  parish,  and  Mr. 
Gerould  incidentally  remarked,  ^^  I  should  be  willing  to  m 
over  and  hold  a  religious  meeting  with  them,  once  a  weeK, 
if  they  would  like."  The  prop(^  was  made  and  accepted. 
Meetings  were  commenced  Sabbath  evening  Oct.  15th,  whidi 
became  increasingly  fhll,  solemn  and  interesting.  On  one 
of  these  occasions  a  man  arose  altogether  unexpectedly,  and 
declared  his  intention  of  seeking  an  interest  in  Christ ;  and, 
requesting  the  prayers  of  God%  people,  he  entreated  his 
companions  to  commence  with  him  a  life  of  religion.  A 
aoene  of  deep  and  thriUing  interest  ensued.  Nearly  the 
whole  audience  were  bathed  in  tears.  The  meeting  closed — 
the  people  dispersed,  but  a  revival  of  religion  had  com- 
menced which  continued  through  the  ensuing  winter  with 
peat  power  and  glorious  results.  The  little  diurdi  which 
Bad  for  some  time  contained  no  men  as  members,  and  but 
two  women  under  50  years  of  age.  and  only  about  25  in  all, 
became  enlar^  and  strengthenea  by  the  addition  of  more 
than  seventy  individuals  ;  some  forty  of  whom  were  heads 
of  fiunilies.  Numbers  cherirfied  the  Christian's  hope  who  did 
not  then  profess  religion,  and  numbers  also  from  otner  places, 
who  connected  themselves  with  other  churches,  making  near- 
Ivone  hundred  who,  in  the  course  of  that  revival,  became 
toe  hopeful  subjects  of 'irenewing  grace.  Thus  the  seed 
whieh  was  so  carefully  sowed  and  fitttfafbUy  watered  by  that 
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man  of  God,  their  first  minister,  produced  an  abmidant  har- 
vest. To  the  honor  of  Gk)d  and  as  an  incentive  to  prayer, 
it  should  be  recorded  that  a  few  devoted  ones,  in  this  little 
church,  continued,  during  all  this  season  of  darkness  and 
{Jx)unding  evil,  to  wresue  with  God  in  secret,  sometimes 
in  social  gatherings,  that  he  would  appear  in  his  glory, 
and  build  up  Zion  by  bringing  their  sons  and  dau^ters 
within  her  sacred  inclosure.  And  in  the  result,  it  was  found 
that  many  of  the  young,  for  months  previous,  nad  had  their 
attention  directed  to  the  concerns  of  their  souls  and  were 
thus  prepared  for  the  more  effectual  operations  of  the  Divine 
Spirit. 

At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  people,  Mr.  Gterould,  who 
.  had  passed  the  winter  with  them  teaching  school  and  attend- 
ii^  religious  meetings,  in  May  obtained  ucense  to  preach  the 
gospel,  and  entered  upon  the  responsible  duty  here,  where 
mutufid  interest  and  attachment  had  become  exceedingly 
strong.  Influenced  by  the  continued,  earnest  desire  of  the 
people,  he  consented  at  the  expiration  of  a  year,  to  take 
upon  him  tie  oversight  of  this  flock — now  numbering  100 — 
as  pastor.  He  was  set  apart  to  this  work  by  solemn  ordina- 
tion, May  22,  1828  ;  the  civil  contract  being  for  five  years. 

Besides  occasional  conversions,  there  were  two  other  revi- 
vals of  considerable  extent  and  power,  during  his  ministry ; 
one  in  1834-5,  which  brought  nearly  50  into  the  church, 
and  another  in  1840  and  '4l  which  added  18  more  to  the 
professed  followers  of  Christ ;  making  139,  in  all,  who  came 
out  from  the  world  and  owned  the  Saviour  while  he  labored 
amon^  them.  And  though  no  distuSection  was  manifested 
towards  him,  the  relation  was  dissolved  July  2, 1844,  having 
continued  more  than  sixteen  years. 

Mr.  Alvah  C.  Page,  after  preaching  as  a  candidate  for  a 
time,  was  installed  pastor  here,  the  22^  of  October  following. 
Bemaining  with  them  nearly  three  years,  he  was  dismissed 
May  19,  1847.  Five  were  added  to  the  church  in  his  time. 
Rev.  James.  W.  Perkins  immediately  succeeded  him,  and 
was  installed  the  following  autumn.  Considerable  interest 
in  spiritual  things  was  manifested,  on  the  part  of  the  younff 
especially,  at  the  time  of  his  installation,  and  a  revive! 
ensued,  which  resulted  in  twenty  five  or  thirty  hopeM  con- 
versions. Mr.  Perkin's  ministry  continued  until  June  16, 
1852,  a  period  of  about  five  years,  and  was  terminated  in 
consequence  of  the  fidlure  of  his  health.  Thirty  seven  were 
added  to  the  church  while  he  was  its  pastor ;  and  the  same 
council  which  dissolved  the  connection  of  Mr.  Perkins, 
installed  Bev.  Bezaleal  Smith,  who  «till  continues  his  pasto- 
ral labors  in  that  highly  flavored  portion  of  our  Zion. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


ALSTSAD.  253 

Eight  yonng  men  have  entered  the  mmistry  (one  of  them 
being  connectSl  with  the  first  church,)  in  the  Conffregation- 
al  denomination ;  two  others,  leaving  that  church,  became 
Methodist  ministers ;  and  two  are  now  preparing  for  the 
sacred  office.  One  who  commenced  a  course  of  study  with 
the  same  object  in  view,  abandoned  it  on  account  of  the  fail- 
ing of  his  eyes ;  another,  of  much  promise,  died  while  a 
member  of  coll^,  and  three  young  ladies  have  become 
greatly  useful  as  the  wives  of  ministers. 

Thus  the  influence  of  the  first  minister,  especially,  is 
descending  to  foDowing  generations,  and  extending  over  the 
world,  to  the  honor  of  religion  ana  the  glory  of  Gk>d.  He 
laid  foimdcctions  which  have  not  been  destroyed. 


ALSTEAD— PAPER  MILL  VILLAGE. 

R«r.  BiwjAwig  Obbb. 

The  Congr^ational  church  in  Paper  Mill  Village  was 
organized  Aug.  3, 1842.  It  was  formed  of  members  firom 
the  following  diurches :  20  from  the  church  at  the  Center, 
eight  from  the  church  in  Langdon,  one  fi*om  the  church  in 
Acworth,  and  one  from  the  church  in  East  Alstead.  Three 
were  united  by  profession,  making  the  whole  number  33. 

The  reason  for  the  formation  of  this  church  grew  out  of 
the  location  of  its  members.  This  village  is  in  the  north 
west  part  of  Alstead  three  miles  from  the  church  in  the 
center,  making  it  inconvenient  for  those  residing  here  to 
attend  worship  there.  Another  consideration :  there  was  a 
large  and  pressing  population  here,  with  only  one  Meeting- 
house and  that  an  Universalist — a  majority  of  the  inhabit- 
ants favoring  that  denomination.  Here  was  the  home  and 
field  of  the  early  labors  of  the  notorious  Abner  Elneeland, 
and  the  seeds  of  error  sown  by  him  have  brought  forth  an 
abundant  harvest.  As  a  natural  consequence,  the  soil  was 
unfavorable  to  the  growth  of  an  evangelical  reli^on.  The 
church  has  never  been  blessed  with  a  revival  of  religion ; 
owing,  perhaps,  not  so  much  to  the  fact  that  infidelity  was 
80  strongly  rooted  here,  as  to  the  fi^t  that  they  have  never 
enjoyed  the  ministration  of  a  stated  or  settled  ministnr. — 
The  pulpit  has  been  supplied  during  the  twelve  years  or  its 
existence,  by  five. different  ministers  as  "stated  supplies.'' 

Their  prst  minister  was  Bev.  Darwin  Adams,  who  remain- 
ed with  them  about  three  years.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Bev.  John  Lawrence^  who  supplied  them  one  year.    He  was 
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Allowed  by  Bev.  8.  8.  Arnold,  who  ccmtinued  irith  them  a 
little  over  t^o  years.  After  mshy  the  pulpit  was  supplied 
by  Bev.  E.  Jennison  and  Bev.  G.  8.  Kemp. 

The  present  minister,  Bev.  Benjamin  Ober,  commenced 
his  labors  in  May  1854.  It  is  to  be  hopoA  that  thiB  churdli 
will  soon  learn  the  necessity  of  a  stated  ministry  to  tiieir 
spiritual  enlai^gement.  There  have  been  but  four  additions 
to  the  church  by  profession,  since  its  organization,  one  of 
them  at  the  last  communion.  Sixteen  have  been  added  by 
letter,  making  the  whole  number,  that  have  been  connected 
with  the  churai,  56.  There  have  been  13  dismissions,  10 
deaths  and  <me  excommunioation,  leaving  the  present  num- 
ber, 32.  The  average  attendance  upon  t&  Saboath  is  about 
80.  The  sum  contributed  annually  to  benevolent  objects, 
about  930.  The  amount  contributed  for  the  support  of  the 
^spel  about  f  300.  There  is  no  parsonage  or  nind  belong- 
mg  to  the  sodeliy.  There  have  been  no  remarkable  events 
to  chronicle,  connected  with  this  church.  Its  existence  has 
been  short.    Its  history  must  be  brief. 


CHE8TEBFIELD.* 

This  town  was  granted  in  1752  to  twelve  persons  by  ihe 
name  of  WUlard,  and  52  others.  The  first  settlement  was 
made  in  1761.  The  Congregational  church  was  formed  in 
1771 ;  and  the  Itev.  Abral^  Wood,  a  mduate  of  Harvard 
in  1767,  was  ordained  the  first  pastor  Dec.  31, 1772.  He 
contmued  to  labor  till  April  29th,  1823,  when  the  Bev. 
John  Walker  was  iiystalled  his  coUeague.  Mr.  Wood 
cbntinued  till  the  foUowing  October,  when  he  died  at  Ches- 
lierfield,  aged  75.  The  Bev.  John  Walker  was  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  in  1808.  He  had  been  before  settled  at  Green- 
field, N.H.  Mr.  Walker  continued  pastor  till  April  22, 1829, 
when  he  was  dismissed.  He  afterward  w^it  to  the  West 
and  is  now  in  Vermont.  The  Bev.  Elihu  Smith,  a  graduate 
of  Dartmouth  in  1804,  and  who  had  been  previously  settled 
at  Castleton,  Yt.,  was  installed  as  Mr.  Walker's  successor. 
May  23, 1832,  although  his  labors  began  in  the  year  1830. 
He  continued  pastor  tSl  Dec.  2, 1834,  men  he  was  dismissed. 
Twenty-six  were  added  in  his  ministry.  He  has  sinoe  been 
laboring  in  various  places,  and  is  now  in  Vermont.  Bev.  J. 
Ballard  was  here  xn  1835,  and  Bev.  Mr.  Beokley  for  three 
years  afterwards. 
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Be^.  B.  E.  Hale  wbb  setiled  here  Aug.  31^  1S4Z.  Consid- 
arable  rdigkms  interest  was  maniiested  donng  his  ministry 
of  about  five  years.  Thirty  were  added  to  the  church.  Bev. 
Hedsrs.  Patten,  Marble,  and  Newhall  followed,  each  in  a 
short  ministry.  But  the  cause  of  religion  has  not  been  in 
^  ascendant.  The  present  numbeir  of  this  church  is  53. 
Population  in  1820,  2110;  in  1850, 1680. 


DUBLIN.* 

Rev.  E.  F.  Abbott. 

The  first  settlement  of  thk  town  is  supposed  to  have  been 
Blade  about  1750.  In  1775  the  population  had  readied  305. 
^he  town  was  incorporated  in  March,  1771.  In  May  of  the 
lame  year  a  meeting  was  called  and  the  town  organized,  ac- 
ix>iding  to  the  prov^on  made  in  the  charter.  At  different 
times  the  subject  of  raising  mon^  to  hire  preaching  was 
l»ought  before  the  proprietors ;  yet  it  does  not  appear  they 
ever  appropriated  any  for  that  purpose.  All  that  was  ap* 
plied  to  that  purpose  must  have  been  furnished  by  the  set- 
tlers themselves,  and.this  must  have  been  but  little,  previous 
to  the  incorporation  of  the  town.  We  are  told  that  the  first 
sermon  preached  in  the  township,  was  at  EU  Morse's  in  the 
autumn  of  1767.  It  was  preached  by  the  Bev.  Samuel 
Locke,  who  at  length  became  President  of  Harvard  coll^. 
It  is  probable  that  the  ministers  in  tiie  vicinity  preached  at 
Afferent  times  for  the  new  settlers  in  Dublin ;  for  they  came 
from  towns  in  which  ike  institutions  of  religion  were  main- 
tained, and  would  i^reciate  the  influences  of  the  gospeL 
This  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  they  would  secure  preach- 
ing as  often  as  practicable.  The  Bev.  Joseph  Farrar  of  Lin* 
com,  afiter  preaching  twelve  Sabbaths,  received  a  call  Oct. 
17, 1771^  fiom  the  town,  to  settle  with  them  as  their  gospel 
iBmister.  He  was  ordained  June  10,  1772,  and  the  first 
dmrdi  was  oraanized  on  the  day  of  his  ordination.  He 
graduated  Bit  mrvard  college  in  1767.  He  was  considered  a 
BMui  of  more  than  ordinary  talents,  and  fiuthfiil  in  dischai^- 
iiig  the  duties  of  his  (^oe.  But  siiker  two  or  three  years  he 
h^;aii  to  entertain  strange  &ncies — a  state  of  mind  which 
was  supposed  to  arise  from  bodily  infiimities.  And,  as  his 
Blind  became  more  dis(»dered,  the  church  became  uneasy,  and 
a  oouBGil  was  called  to  consider  the  matter.  The^  advised 
that  he  be  suspended^Jfrom  the  ezoraase  of  his  ministerial 

•flketoh  bf  Bar.  O.  S.  Kemp. 
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office  for  the  cqpace  of  six  months.  But  before  the  term  of 
suspension  expired,  in  accordance  with  the  widhes  of  both 
pastor  and  church,  he  was  dismissed  June  7, 1776.  A  meet- 
ing was  held  on  the  day  of  Mr.  Farrar's  dismission,  and  the 
setectmen  were  instruct^  to  hire  preaching  six  months. 
They  were  instructed  to  procure  three  preachers.  Beoeipts 
show  that  several  were  obtained. 

In  August  1777,  they  voted  to  settle  Mr.  Edward  Spragoe. 
The  salary  voted  was  sixty  pounds.  He  also  received  ten 
pounds  a  year  untU  it  should  make  a  hundred  pounds  as  a 
settlement,  in  case  he  should  continue  their  minister  for  the 
term  of  ten  years.  And  besides,  they  were  to  furnish  him 
with  thirty  cords  of  firewood  annually.  On  this  ground  Mr. 
Sprague  accepted  the  call,  and  on  the  12th  of  Nov.  1777  was 
ordained  over  the  church  and  society.  The  ordination  ser- 
mon was  preached  by  Kev.  Dr.  Langdon,  then  president  <rf 
Harvard  college.  By  an  instrument  executed  Nov.  20, 1777, 
Mr.  Sprague  relinquished  his  settlement-money  of  a  hun- 
dred pounds  for  a  lease  of  the  ministiy  lot.  At  this  time 
the  church  numbered  forty.  At  length  Mr.  Sprague's  mJary 
of  sixty  pounds  became  wholly  inadequate  to  his  support,  in 
consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  paper  money.  In  1781  it 
became  almost  worthless,  though  m  March  1779  the  town 
voted  to  give  him  160  pounds ;  and  in  September  following 
voted  to  make  his  salary  as  good  as  when  settled.  An  anec- 
dote is  widely  circulated  of  him,  "  that  his  people  once  pro- 
posed to  increase  his  salary,  but  he  begged  them  not  to  do 
it,  for  it  plagued  him  almost  to  death  to  get  what  they  had 
already  agreed  to  pay  him."  In  1801  Mr.  Sprague  received 
from  his  father's  estate  a  considerable  amount  of  money; 
after  this  he  proposed  to  relinquish  his  salary  on  certain  con- 
ditions, viz.  ^^  that  he  should  retain,  his  pastoral  connection 
with  the  church,  have  the  right  of  supplying  the  desk  with 
men  of  piety  and  good  ability,  and  that  the  town  pay  for  tho 
services  of  such  preachers."  This  proposition  was  accepted. 
Mr.  Sprague  died  1817.  The  year  following  the  town  voted 
to  erect  a  monument  to  perpetuate  his  memory.  At  his 
death  the  church  numberea  one  hundped  and  five. 

'^  Bev.  Edward  Sprague  was  bom  at  Boston  May  20. 1760, 
graduated  at  Cambridge  1770,  died  Dec.  16,  1817.  A  min- 
ister of  that  day  says  of  him,  ^' When  Mr.  Sprague  came  to 
Dublin  he  was  a  moderato  Calvinist,  but  not  an  accurate  dis- 
tinguisher  of  doctrines."  After  he  received  his  portion  from 
his  father's  estate,  when  anything  was  said  concerning  serious 
thinff8,he  was  more  inclined  to  the  pmctic^  of  punning.  Yet  in 
the  desk  he  was  generally  solemn.  Manj^times  when  speaking 
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of  the  six  painfol  hours  the  Saviour  suffered,  he  wept.  He 
did  not  introduce  dpctrines  into  the  pulpit  to  any  great  ex* 
tent.  Yet  he  held  the  doctrine  of  the  Tnnity/r?niy,  and  the 
singing  of  Watt's  Doxologies  was  his  delight.  When  once  in 
eonversation  with  a  pious  lady,  he  expressed  his  regret  be- 
cause the  fstculty  at  Cambridge  had  mllen  into  the  way  of 
thinking  as  they  did  in  regard  to  Unitarianism.  He  did  not 
understand  Hopkins  sufficiently  to  go  the  Aill  length  of  his 
belief,  and  therefore  made  expressions  which  have  prejudiced 
the  minds  of  many  against  ualvinistic  doctrines  to  this  day. 
Still  he  taught  the  Assembly's  Catechism  to  the  children, 
probably  the  first  hjif  of  his  ministiy ;  and  late  in  his  min- 
jstry  he  said  to  his  hearers,  "  that  little  book  (Assembly's 
Catechism)  is  too  much  neglected."  The  late  Kev.  Phineas 
Cooke  came  once  to  preach  for  Mr.  Sprague.  Mr.  Sprasue 
asked  him  "  if  he  was  orUiodox."  Mr.  Cooke  replied,  "  that 
he  guessed  he  was  sufficiently  so  for  one  day."  Mr.  Sprague 
was  for  peace.  On  one  occasion  the  singers  disa^ed  and 
finally  separated.  He  asked  them,  '^  what  Jesus  Christ  had 
done  to  tnem  that  they  could  not  sing  his  praises?"  Many 
of  the  common  anecdotes  about  Mr.  Sprague  were  mere  fic- 
tion, and  some  were  a  ^ross  enlargement  on  fistcts.  He  took 
a  great  interest  in  the  Bevolution.  He  said  that  lie,  in  com- 
pany with  another  young  man,  walked  out  of  Boston  the 
night  the  British  came  in,  and  he  projected  tl^  plan  of  cut- 
tmg  the  posts  to  Cambridge  bridge,  so  as  to  let  the  British 
down  if  they  came  on.  Mr.  Spra^e  was  a  Federalist.  He 
so  much  blamed  the  British  K)r  letting  Bonaparte  escape 
from  Elba,  that  he  said  he  would  not  go  across  the  street  to 
prevent  him  from  giving  them  a  good  whipping.  He  at  one 
time  said  ^^  he  did  not  like  those  military  parades,  for  they 
excited  the  pride  of  the  officers."  A  few  weeks  before  his 
deadi,  in  speaking  of  the  wars  and  commotion  in  Europe,  he 
said,  '*  We  shall  get  out  of  the  way  of  it  soon  I  hope."  He 
preached  his  last  sermon  in  usual  health ;  after  closing,  he 
made  a  few  remarks  to  the  people,  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  had  administered  the  gospel  to  them  forty  years :  The 
next  Tuesday  evening  he  was  thrown  from  an  open  carriage, 
and  one  ancle  dislocated  and  the  ligaments  parted,  which  in 
less  than  seven  days  produced  mornfication  and  death.  He 
bequeathed  to  the  town  95000.  the  interest  of  which  was  to 
be  paid  to  the  minister  of  the  Congr^tional  persuasion  who 
shall  be  r^ularly  ordained  and  stat^jr  preach  in  the  Con- 
|;r^tional  sode^,  so  called.  But  the  interest  of  this  frmd, 
m  June  5ih,  1820,  was/voted  by  the  town  to  the  Unitarian 
society^  and  which  they  continue  to  hold  under  the  guise  of 
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oat ;  b^ose  there  k  not  a  U aitarian  who  does  not  oppoee 
every  doctrine  of  the  Bible  which  is  essential  to  salvation, — 
They  pretend  to  hold  with  John  Robinson,  the  founder  of  Con* 
gregationalism ;  but  their  sentiments  and  John  Bobinscm's, 
anv  farther  thctn  church  polity  is  conoemed,  have  no  more 
affinity  than  lidit  and  darkness.  They  are  an  outright  de- 
parture from  tne  fiuth  of  the  Puritan  CongregstionalistSy 
mm  John  Bobinson's  day  to  this.  And  they  cannot  date 
fiurther  back  than  about  1803  in  this  country,  to  tiie  first 
publishing  and  preaching  of  their  doctrines.  Mr.  Sprague 
gave  to  the  town  of  Dublin  in  his  will,  over  f  6000  for  the 
support  of  schools.  In  1811  the  town  voted  to  exempt  Mr. 
Bprague's  property  from  taxation.  The  year  following  Mr. 
Bprague's  death,  his  widow,  Hannah  Spra^e^  died  July  10, 
1818,  a  Christian  indeed.  She  gave  the  prmcipal  part  of  her 
property  to  the  N.  H.  Missionary  Society. 

^^A  retrospective  view  of  Mr.  Sprague's  ministry  ftimishes 
an  example  to  ministers,  to  beware  of  neglecting  to  preadi 
aU  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Bible  in  season;  for  at  the 
time  of  Mr.  Spiaffue's  death  tiiie  common  ])eople  and  a  large 
part  of  his  church  knew  not  what  persuasion  they  were  d^ 
nor  ^^  what  manner  of  spirit  they  were  of."  Universalism 
was  strongly  advocated  but  by  few.  By  many  Unitarianism 
was  hardly  known  by  name ;  and  when  a  mimster  was  want- 
ed, it  was  said,  it  would  not  do  to  send  to  Connecticnt  for 
one,  lest  they  should  get  a  stiff  Hopkinsian ;  thou^  it  is 
said  that  the  conmiittee  for  procuring  a  minister,  once  wrote 
to  a  certain  institution  in  that  State  to  have  one  sent,  but 
appended  to  the  letter  certain  instructions  with  regaid  to 
tenets.  But  the  corrcHenponding  officer  of  the  jBsu^ulty  said  in 
answer,  ^^  ihskt  they  did  not  lumish  such  men  as  they  de- 
sired." After  this,  Cambridge  was  the  principal  place  of  re- 
sort for  procuring  ministers." 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Sprague,  some  seven  camdidates 
were  employed,  when  they  at  length  made  choice  of  Mr. 
Levi  Leonard  as  their  minister.  He  was  ordained  on  Wednes- 
day, Sept.  6, 1820,  on  a  salary  of  1600—9300  of  which  was 
Punished  by  the  legacy  dvai  by  Mr.  Sprague  evidently  for  a 
very  different  purpose.  It  seems  that  the  Bev.  Dr.  Barstow 
of  Keene  was  not  satisfied  with  the  doctrinal  views  of  Mr. 
Leonard  and  took  no  part  in  ihe  exercises  of  his  ordination. 

The  congregation  we  are  told  was  known  as  an  Orthodotx 
dntrch  and  society,  but,  on  account  of  ihe  looseness  of  their 
views  in  reoard  to  the  great  and  ftodamental  doctnaes  aS 
the  Bible,  Mi  ki  with  the  vkwB  of  Mr.  Leonaid  to  a  great 
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extent,  and,  in  the  coufse  of  two  years,  or  in  1822,  became 
80  mudi  Unitarian  as  to  abandon  the  use  of  Dr.  Watts' 
hjnins,  and  introduce  a  collection  suited  to  that  denomina- 
tion. From  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Leonard's  ministry, 
some  were  dissatisfied  with  his  preaching.  They  considered 
his  doctrinal  tenets  a  gross  departure  nom  the  plain  and 
.  aim{)le  teachings  of  the  Bible.  Nor  did  this  uneasiness  long 
continue  without  attempts  to  secure  more  satisfying  anid 
safer  instruction.  As  soon  as  1827,  measures  were  taken 
tor  the  formation  of  a  second  church  and  society.  Several 
members  reqjuested  letters  of  dismissicm,  which  were  granted. 
Letters  missive  were  sent  out  by  these  members  and  an 
ecclesiastical  council  was  convened  at  the  house  of  Joseph 
Appleton,  Esq.,  at  ten  o'clock,  Nov.  21, 1827.  The  breth- 
ren were  called  upon  to  present  the  business  the  council 
were  called  to  consider.  Accordingljr,  a  document  was  pre- 
sented certifying  their  regular  standing  in  the  first  church! 
and  their  dismissal  from  it  whenever  they  should  be  formed 
into  another  body.  The  council  inquired  what  was  intended, 
in  the  letter  missive,  by  their  differmg  essentially  from  Mr. 
Leonard's  church  ?  In  answer,  they  made  it  appear  that 
thev  held  to  the  great  doctrines  of  the  gospel  in  accordanoe 
witii  the  orthodox  churches  of  New  England.  In  view  of 
this,  the  council  proceeded  to  organize  a  church  consisting  of 
eight  members.  The^  adopted  the  confession  of  faith  and 
covenant,  usually  received  by  the  Monadnock  Association. — 
At  first  their  meetings  were  held  in  private  houses  and  in 
the  different  school  houses.  For  a  while  they  occupied  the 
Meeting-house  their  proportion  of  the  time,  which  was  every 
thirteenth  Sabbath,  .^dlberwards  they  were  permitted  to 
occupy  the  Town  hall,  in  case  thev  would  give  up  their 
privilege  of  occupying  the  Meeting-nouse  their  part  of  the 
lime  on  Sabbath  days^  and  insure  the  hall  from  injury  in 
consequence  of  occupving  it.  In  1835  they  built  a  church, 
whidi  was  completed  and  dedicated  in  1896.  The  sermon 
was  preadied  by  Rev.  Dr.  Bouton  of  Concord.  During  this 
time  they  employed  diflferent  preachers,  Ihe  Rev.  S^uel 
Bands  preaching  as  stated  s^ppy  two  years.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1836,  the  Rev.  James  Tisoale  was  en^iged,  and  con- 
tinued to  supply  them  three  years.  In  September,  1840, 
Mr.  Henry  A.  Kendall  received  a  call  io  settle  as  their 
minister,  and  accepted  the  call.  He  was  ordained  Oct. 
21, 1840.  In  June  1850,  Rev.  H.  A.  EendaU  requested  a 
difflnission  from  the  church,  which  took  place  by  advice  of 
council  in  July  {olkmmg. 
Feb.  4, 1851,  the  dhurch  weve  unanimous  in  calling  the 
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Rev.  Alonzo  Hayes  to  become  their  pastor.  He  was  install- 
ed April  30,  1851.  Mr.  Hayes  left  for  Washington,  D.  C, 
March  1853,  but  without  a  dismission.  In  1852  the  church 
numbered  46, — Jesse  Morse  and  Abiiah  Richardson  deacons. 
Since  Mr.  Hayes  left,  different  preachers  have  supplied  the 
pulpit.  None,  except  Rev.  Geo.  S.  Kemp,  supplying  for  the 
term  of  one  year.  The  ministerial  lots  have  been  sold  at 
different  periods  for  J  1,440.  The  last  was  sold  Oct.  27, 
1777.  Until  1842  the  Unitarian  society  have  held  by  vote, 
the  interest  of  what  was  given  bv  Mr.  Sprague  and  the 
avails  rf  the  ministerial  lands,  and  nave  applied  the  interest 
for  the  support  of  the  ministry.  In  18^  the  interest  of 
the  ministerial  land  Amd  was  divided  amon^  three  societies. 
The  Trinitarian  Congre^tional  Society  receive  only  913^15. 
In  the  year  1837,  the  Trinitarian  Congregational  Society 
built  a  parsonage,  which  cost  J  1,500.  Omy  one  native  of 
I^bUn  has  entered  the  ministry,  ilev.  Clarendon  F.  Muzzy. 
He  went  as  a  missionary  to  Madura.  The  church  records 
show  that  there  have  been  from  1827  to  the  present  time, 
27  adult,  and  54  infant  baptisms.  Since  1827,  73  have 
been  added  to  the  original  number,  (eight,)  that  then  consti- 
tuted the  church. 

Rev.  E.  F.  Abbott  was  installed  pastor  here,  with'encour- 
a^ng  prospects,  in  December  1855,  and  Mr.  Hayes  was  at 
the  same  time  dismissed. 


FITZWILLIAM.<» 

RcT.  JoHX  Woods. 

The  first  minister  who  labored  here  for  any  considerable 
period,  is  supposed  to  have  been  Mr.  Nehemian  Parker,  who 
graduated  at  Harvard  college  in  1763,  was  ordained  at  Hub- 
bardston,  Ms.  June  13, 1770,  and  died  Aug.  20, 1801,  at  the 
age  of  58.  He  supplied  the  people  in  FitzwiUiam  in  the 
autumn  and  winter  of  1768. 

In  Nov.  1770,  Mr.  Benjamin  Brigham,  from  Marlboro'  Ms. 
who  had  graduated  at  Harvard  collegje,  in  1764,  received  an 
invitation  to  settle  in  FitzwiUiam,  in  the  worK  of  the  gos- 
pel ministry.  In  the  January  following,  1771,  he  gave  tiie 
proprietors,  who  invited  him,  an  affirmative  answer,  which 
was  formally  accepted  by  them.  No  church  had  then  been 
organized.  March  27, 1771,  was  appointed  for  the  ordina- 
tion of  Mr.  Brigham ;  and  on  thitt  day  a  Congregational 

•  Faetf  Aimithed  mainly  by  W«  D.  Locke. 
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church,  consisting  of  six  manbers,  was  organized^  and  Mr. 
Brigham  was  ordained  over  it  as  its  first  pastor  ;  the  ser- 
vices being  held  at  the  public  inn — the  Meeting-house  yet 
being  unfinished,  and  in  a  state  unsuitable  for  the  occasion. 

'^  Mr.  Brigham  was  a  good  Divine,  and  an  able  and  &ith- 
ful  pastor,  the  friend  of  peace,  trutn  and  righteousness. — 
While  he  lived  he  was  greatly  esteemed  and  feloved  by  his 
people  and  all  his  acquaintances,  and  at  his  death  he  was 
greatly  lamented." 

Bev.  Stephen  Williams,  the  second  pastor,  was  ordained 
Nov.  5,  1800  ;  and  after  sustaining  the  relation  of  pastor 
for  two  years,  was  dismissed  December,  1802.  But  very 
little  has  been  learned  of  him  since  his  leaving  this  place. — 
He  died  several  years  since,  at  Woodstock,  Conn.,  probably 
his  native  place. 

Bev.  John  Sabin,  the  third  pastor  of  this  church,  was  bom 
at  Pomfret,  Conn.  April  17,  1770 ;  graduated  at  Brown 
university,  1797 ;  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  Uie  gospel 
ministry  and  settled  over  the  First  church  in  Fitzwmiam, 
March  6, 1805,  and  died  Oct.  14, 1845,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
five  years  and  six  months,  and  in  the  lorty  first  year  of  his 
ministry. 

Bev.  Abraham  Jenkins,  bom  at  Barre,  Ms.,  March  14, 1811. 
and  graduated  at  Amherst  college,  Ms.,  1838,  was  ordainea 
the  fifth  pastor  of  the  church,  Feb.  16,  1848,  having  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  for  four  months  preceding.  Mr.  Jenkins 
was  dismissed  1853.  His  was  an  efficient  ministry,  but  it 
terminated  amidst  many  difficulties  early  in  1854. 

Bev.  John  Woods  from  Newport,  a  native  of  the  town, 
was  soon  employed  by  the  church,  and,  though  advanced  in 
years,  has  entered  upon  his  work  with  much  vi^or  and  good 
im)6pects  of  success,  having  fully  the  affections  of  the  people. 

From  the  dedication  of  the  first  Meeting-house  m  1771 
or  '72,  to  the  dedication  of  the  second,  Nov.  6, 1816,  a  period 
of  more  than  forty  years,  a  large  proportion  of  the  citizens 
met  and  worshiped  under  the  same  roof  upon  the  Sabbath. 
When  the  subject  of  building  a  new  house  was  a^tated,  a 
serious  division  arose  on  account  of  its  location.  Numbers, 
however,  when  the  location  was  settled,  left  the  Congr^a- 
tional  worship,  and  united  with  the  Baptists  who  b^an  to 
establish  themselves  here.  Nothing  schismatical  on  the 
^und  of  doctrinal  belief,  entered  into  the  elements  of  this 
oivision.  But  this  house,  built  at  a  cost  of  about  9  7000, 
was  burned  the  following  January  17,  by  lightning.  The 
next  November  another  nouse,  erected  upon  nearly  the  same 
spot,  but  costing  a  little  more,  was  dedicated,    iboth  these 
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houaes  were  bmlt  by  vote  of  the  town,  and  were,  as  wa«  cus- 
tomary then,  under  its  control..  Providentially,  the  old 
house  was  not  taken  down  until  after  the  dedication  of  the 
third  one,  built  in  1817.  With  the  exception  of  the  Bap- 
tists, the  citizens  continued  to  n^et  and  worship  at  the  same 
house  till  March  1831,  when  much  division  existed  as  to 
what  doctrines  should  be  proclaimed  from  the  pulpit,  and 
the  town  voted  to  divide  the  use  of  the  house  among  dinerent 
denominations.  Mr.  Sabin,  and  a  large  portion  of  his  church 
and  people,  worshiped  in  the  village  school  room^  and  in  a 
carpenter's  shop,  tul  the  completion  and  dedication  of  their 
present  house  Oct.  31. 1832.  The  body  of  those  that  re- 
mained at  the  town's  nouse,  subsequently  formed  a  Unita- 
rian society,  and  have  generally  had  preaching  of  that  per- 
suasion up  to  the  present  time.  The  church  and  people 
worshiping  with  Mr.  Sabin,  or^nized  themselves  into  a  soci- 
ety, Sept.  8,  1831,  taking  the  name  of  the  Fitzwilliam 
Orthodox  Society,  and  have  since  supported  their  preaching 
by  a  tax  upon  the  members  of  that  society.  About  200  of 
tne  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  worshiped  constantly  with 
the  Orthodox  since  the  erection  of  their  present  house.  The 
Baptists  erected  a  house  of  worship  in  1841.  Since  their 
organization  about  forty  years  since,  they  have  usually  enjoy- 
ed the  labors  of  a  pastor.  The  avera^  attendance  at  their 
house  of  worship  is  perhaps  100.  It  is  presumed  that  about 
one  half  of  our  population  of  1500  aim  to  worship  with 
the  Baptist  and  Orthodox  churches.  It  may  here  be  remain- 
ed, that  almost  all  the  ncUive  citizens  of  the  town,  upwards 
of  40  years  of  age,  were  subjects  of  infant  baptism,  either 
under  the  hcUftocty  covenant,  or  by  parents  in  full  commun- 
ion. This  church  has  been  divided  upon  doctrinal  points, 
more  or  less,  for  upwards  of  forty  years.  A  separation  took 
place  in  1831,  when  Mr.  Sabin  with  a  large  majoritv  of  the 
first  church  left  the  town's  Meeting-house.  For  a  few  sub- 
sdq[Qent  ^ears,  while  under  his  ministry,  the  church  and  soci- 
ety happily  flourished.  More  recently,  the  introduction  of 
Articles  of  Faith  and  Christian  discipline,  has  developed  as 
still  existing,  some  diversity  of  views  of  Christian  doctrine. 
The  ministry  of  Mr.  Brigham  was  undoubtedly  a  salutary 
one.  He  died  in  the  midst  of  life,  "  greatly  beloved."  The 
mmistry  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  second  pastor,  was  short  and 
less  hanpy.  He  was  charged  with  the  sin  of  intemperance. 
Mr.  SaW  was  not  ordainol  by  the  first  council  convened  for 
that  purpose,  on  account  of  supposed  lax  doctrinal  views. — 
A  suDsequent  council,  entertaining  a  diiferent  shade  of  sen^ 
timent,  ordained  him,  and  after  a  few  years  he  was  fellow- 
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ahiped  by  ibe  mimBiers  of  the  fiist  oouncil,  and  eventually 
beoame  ffreatly  bebved  and  respected  by  iliem.  The  choicn 
too9wa8myided,andtho6eoprM)8mghi88ettlementbecamemoBt 
firmly  attadied  to  him  in  amr  life,  while  some  of  his  earlr 
fiiends  labored  against  him  in  the  final  division  of  the  churcn 
and  conpegation.  He  was  eminently  a  practical  many — not 
disposed  to  contest  subiects  of  theology  in  the  pnlpit,  and 
earnestly  desiring  and  laboring  for  peace,  avoiding  needless 
discipline  in  the  church.  His  counsels  were  original  and 
safe,  and  his  influence  very  extensive  and  happy.  His  miur- 
istiT  of  forty  years  was  one  of  great  punctuality  and  gen- 
eral usefulness.  Under  his  ministnr  there  were  several  inter- 
esting and  r^:eshing  seasons.  Li  1823,  '32,  '34  and  '35^ 
the  largest  numbers  were  added  to  the  church.  The  largest 
number  added  in  one  year  (30)  was  in  1834.  These  seasons 
more  nearly  resembled  a  seneral  revival  than  any  others, 
before  or  smce  that  period.  Mr.  Herrick  and  Mr.  Jenkins 
labored  in  contact  with  many  difficulties.  Six  natives  ci 
town  and  memberaof  the  first  church,  have  prepared  them- 
selves and  labored  in  the  gospel  ministry.  Three  of  this 
number  eae  still  preaching  the  gospel ;  one  other  died  in 
course  of  preparation  be&re  entering  college,  and  one  reoent- 
ly  died  after  having  graduated  at  Andover  tneoloffical  semi- 
nary.  One  young  man,  formerly  member  of  this  church,  died 
a  missionarv  teacher  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  under  the 
employ  of  tne  American  Board.  One  young  man  is  nowi 
preparing  for  the  ministry.  This  church  has  never  owned  a 
parsonage  nor  had  anv  ftmds  for  the  support  of  the  gospel, 
^th  the  exception  of  small  donations.  In  the  vear  c(»n- 
mencing  June  1852,  the  church  and  society  gave  ror  benevo- 
lent purposes  something  over  $500.  In  1853,  the  amount 
ot  contrumtionB  and  donations  exceeded  that  sum.  Bv  esti- 
mate for  the  last  twenty  years,  their  benevolent  offeringa 
have  averaged  9  400  annually.  Present  number  of  the  churdir 
157.  In£Emt  baptisms  £eom  the  hemming  to  January  18554 
1212. 


GIL8TJM. 

BW.EXEA.  Adamm. 

This  town,  first  oaUed  "Boyle,''  was  granted  1763,  U 
Qfttwrt,  Bomner  and  othem,— called  Oflsmn,  ttom  the  umon 
of  the  flfit  syUaUeo  of  md  names  Gilbert  and  Sumner. — 
The  first  settfars  were^  ftnaerg  in  indigent  or  moderate  oir^- 
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cnmstances — ^moat  of  them  from  Massachnsetts  and  C<Hmec- 
ticut.  They  were  mainly  induBtriouB,  virtuoug  and  religious^ 
and  of  the  orthodox  Congre^tional  faith.  The  Congrega- 
tional church  wa8  oreanizS  Oct.  27, 1772,  of  persons  m  rail 
communion  with  omer  churches.  But  no  record  of  the 
number  is  extant. 

It  cost  the  town  much  effort  to  erect  a  house  of  worship, 
the  frame  of  which  was  twice  removed  before  it  found  a  per- 
manent resting  place.  It  was  completed  and  dedicated 
about  the  commencement  of  1794,  though  previously  more 
or  less  occupied.  The  first  pastor  of  the  church,  Bev.  Elisha 
Fish,  a  graduate  of  Harvara,  1779.  was  installed  Ma^  29, 
1794,  and  died  March  28,  1807.  He  was  a  man  of  decided- 
ly evangelical  sentiments,  and  probably  gave  to  the  church 
tne  character  for  orthodoxy  and  stabiuty  which  it  still 
retains.  In  the  winter  of  1805-6  the  town  was  favored  with 
an  interesting  revival  of  religion  in  which  between  twenty 
and  thirty  b^iame  hopefrd  subjects  of  grace.  Of  this  num- 
ber, 12,  ^  of  them  heads  of  families,  united  with  the  church 
at  one  time.  Previous  to  this  revival,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  pastor^  the  church  observed  a  daily  concert  of  prayer 
between  eiffht  and  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.;  and  when  the  bless- 
ingdescended  they  felt  that  it  was  in  answer  to  prayer. 

During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Fish  the  Wesleyan  Methodists 
began  to  hold  meetiuj^  in  an  outskirt  of  the  town.  They 
gr^ually  gained  an  influence  in  some  families,  particularly 
those  of  the  deacons,  the  wife  of  one  of  whom  left  her  own 
church  to  unite  with  them.  And  several  of  the  children  in 
both  families  became  Methodists.  Three  members  embrac- 
ed the  Bestorationist  system,  and  after  much  patient  labor, 
were  excommunicated.  A  few  of  the  children  of  the  church 
also  renounced  the  Abrahamic  covenant,  and  united  with  the 
Baptists.  After  the  decease  of  Mr.  Fish  the  people  beoBtme 
still  more  divided  in  their  religious  sentiments.  Many 
became  indifferent,  or  opposed  to  paying  for  the  support  of 
the  ^speL  Hence  it  was  preached  but  a  small  portion  of 
the  time.  The  church  beccmie  discouraged  and  her  prospects 
more  dark  from  year  to  year.  In  1816,  however,  the  Con- 
gregational portion  of  the  communitjr  united  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  religious  society,  which  rendered  them  independent 
of  town  control,  and  enabled  them  to  act  widi  greater  fadli- 
tv  and  efficiency  than  before.  But  being  few  and  feeble 
tney  could  raise  but  little  for  the  support  of  the  gospel. — 
Hence  the  way  was  prepared  for  still  another  denomination, 
the  Ohrist-isjiy  to  rise  and  flouridi  in  town.  This  denomina- 
tion was  planted  in  1818,  and,  under  a  v^  isealous  leader^ 
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forty  converts  were  made  and  baptized — among  them  four 
members  of  the  church  and  some  children  of  the  church. —  , 
Not  only  these  but  many  others  withdrew  from  the  society^ 
leaving  it,  as  well  as  the  churchy  a  very  feeble  hand — a 
V-word  and  reproach  among  the  people.  A  few,  however^ 
continued  steadmst  and  sharra  with  the  church  all  her  triafe 
and  successes. 

At  this  period  it  became  evident  to  the  little  band  that 
something  must  be  done,  or  the  cause  which  they  held  so 
dear  womd  certainly  feil.  Accordingly,  in  the  winter  of 
1819,  it  was  proposed  one  Sabbath  morning  in  one  of  their 
&milies  to  repair  to  the  house  of  a  good  deacon  and  statedly 
hold  a  reading  meeting — ^which  before  had  been  held  onljr 
occasionally  when  they  were  destitute  of  a  miiyster — ^until 
Providence  should  open  the  way  for  them  to  enjoy  the 
preaching  of  the  word.  Success  crowned  the  effort.  And, 
though  but  here  and  there  one  was  seen  repairing  to  tiie 
meetmg,  while  hundreds  flocked  to  the  other  meetings,  a 
nucleus  was  formed  around  which  good  influences  continued 
to  cluster  and  increase.  Here  they  excited  one  another  to 
increased  Uberality  and  effort  to  sustain  what  they  felt  to  be 
"the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints."  Here  they  resolv- 
ed, in  the  strength  of  God,  to  labor  till  success  should  crown 
ttiem.  Nor  did  they  resolve  and  labor  in  vain.  From  that 
time  they  raised  more  money  for  the  support  of  the  gospel 
They  also  or^nized  a  Saboath  School,  formed  a  choir  of 
angers,  subscnbed  for  reli^ons  periodicals,  and  contributed 
something  to  the  cause  of  Christian  benevolence.  And  in 
1820  they  made  a  successful  application  for  aid,  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  ministry,  to  the  If ew  Hampshire  Missionaiy 
Society,  under  whose  patronage  they  have  been  able  to 
^joy  a  stated  ministry,  with  little  interruption,  to  the  pres* 
ent  time. 

Previous  to  1830  they  erected  a  parsonage,  which,  soon 
after  its  completion,  was  occupied  by  Bev.  Ebenezer  Chase 
their  second  pastor,  who  was  installed  Sept.  22, 1830.  Dur- 
ing his  ministry  20  were  added  to  the  church.  But  owing,' 
&s  is  supposed,  to  his  having  spent  his  early  days  in  another 
connection,  and  not  being  yet  accustomed  to  moving  in  an 
atmosphere  so  Puritanic  as  this,  he  was  led  to  ask  a  oismis- 
flion,  which  was  granted,  and  the  connection  dissolved  April 
26, 1833.  Next,  Bev.  Seth  S.  Arnold  supplied  the  people 
tiiree  years.  Subsequently,  Bev.  William  Hutchinson  labor- 
ed here  three  yews ;  Bev.  Henry  White,  one  year ;  Bev. 
Qeoige  Langdon  neaiiy  two  years ;  and  Bev.  James  Tisdale 
seven  years,  and  several  otbm  for  dtiorter  periods.  Several 
18 
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of  the  above  named  were  invited  to  a  BetUement  All,  how- 
ever, except  Mr.  White,  declined.  He  aaeented  and  a  coun- 
cil was  convened.  But  a  sudden  and  unsumected  oppoaitioii 
sprung  up,  to  the  disaj^pointment  and  grief  of  many  in  the 
chfiuch  and  society,  which  induced  him  to  rei^rae  Us  ded- 
sioii  and  soon  leave  the  place.  In  Jan.  ISSO,  B^.  £»a 
Adiuns,  a  graduate  of  Amherst,  1835,  commenced  his  labcMS 
here,  and  was  installed  Marcdi  19, 1851.  He  still  holds  the 
relation  of  pastor  to  the  church,  to  the  mutual  satisihotion, 
it  is  believed^  of  the  parties  concerned.  In  the  winter  of 
1862-3^  a  revival  of  religion  of  some  extent  was  esijoyed  hf 
the  different  societies,  of  the  fruits  of  which,  nine  were  add- 
ed to  the  Congregational  church.  The  whole  number  of 
additions  to  the  diurch  since  its  organization  is  184 }  Iqr 
prCKfession  121:  by  letter  63.  Infimt  baptisms  reoorded, 
218i.  During  tne  dark  period  with  the  Congregational  churdi 
and  society,  the  use  oi  the  Meeting-house  was  so  divided 
among  tbie  different  denominations  that  they  worshiped 
much  of  the  time  in  private  dwellings,  and  in  1834,  mider 
the  counsel  and  encouragement  of  their  minister,  Mr. 
AnK>ld,  they  erected  the  present  house  wiich  they  now 
ocoapy,  and  which  is  secured  in  trust  for  the  sodelnr,  at  an 
expense  of  (2000.  A  portion  of  this  expense  was  dmayed 
by  the  sale  of  the  parsonage,  it  being  no  longer  wanted  by 
the  society,  as  the  location  of  the  new  house  was,  by  a  disin- 
terested committee  fixed  ^^  the  then  new  village  which  had 
sprung  UD  nearly  a  mile  from  the  center  of  the  town.  And 
it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  decision  of  this  committee 
was  che^Mly  acquiesced  in,  although  it  nearly  doubled  the 
dktance  from  meeting  of  several  of  uie  most  prominent  fiim- 
ilies  in  the  society.  In  erecting  the  house  a  debt  of  abomt 
^1100  was  incurred,  which  continued  to  embarrass  tiie  soci* 
ety  for  several  years.  But  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Tis- 
dale,  with  the  blessing  of  Qt)d  on  a  strenuous  effort,  it  was 
cancelled.  Since  this  time  the  society  has  remained  free 
fWnn  debt  and  has  been  gradually  gaming  stien^th.  For 
mvkj  years  the  society  has  followed  tnat  mo^t  equaole  metibh 
od — taxation-T-of  raismg  money  for  the  support  of  preaching 
aad  other  necessary  expenses.  Previous,  nowever,  to  the 
assessment,  all  those  without  the  society  who  aie  siq^posad 
to  be  friendly  to  its  objects,  are  invited  to  subscribe  some- 
thing in  its  aid.  And  many  are  usually  found  to  respond 
more  or  less  ftdlyto  this  invitation.  And  it  is  felt  hf  those 
who  have  been  longest  conversant  with  its  interosts,  that 
thfi  Congregational  portion  of  the  town  have  in  a  measuw 
ois^ved  the  stroi^  prejudices  against  them  that  onoe  exist- 
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ed,  and^  having  in  genend  been  bi^^  fayoied  in  the  nunui- 
tiy  which  thejr  have  employed^  their  influence  has  done 
much  in  restraining  vice  and  promoting  a  general  respect  for 
religion.  Mr.  Adsons'  salary  is  9300,  out  with  no  specifica- 
tion as  to  how  it  shall  be  paid.  It  is  paid,  and  to  it  are 
added  from  time  to  time  many  other  tokens  of  r^ard,  either 
mdividually,  or  in  annual  visits.  The  present  number  of 
church  members  is  44.  Avera^  annual  contributions  since 
Mr.  Adams'  settlement,  %60,  Ministers  Aimished  trom  this 
town,  four.  Probahly  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  may  be  called  regular  attendants  on  the  iiieans  of  grace, 
one-third  occasional,  and  one-third  non-attendants.  Of  the 
two  former,  one-half  are  attached  to  the  OouKregational 
interest;  the  other  to  the  Baptist,  Christian,  and  Methodist, 
who  worship  toother  in  the  Methodist  house.  They  report 
75  members  of  meir  union  Sabbath  SchooL  The  Congrega- 
tionalists  report  80. 


HARBISVILLE. 

Rer.  Wm.  O.  TuTTLi. 

The  village  of  Harrisville  is  partly  in  Dublin  and  partly 
in  Nelson.  The  boundary  line  separating  these  two  towns 
jNifiseB  throu^  the  village,  dividing  it  into  n^rly  equal  por- 
tions. The  Meeting-house  is  in  Il^elscHi.  the  parsonage  in 
Dublin.  Previous  to  the  formation  of  a  cnurch  m  this  place, 
the  minority  of  those  who  attended  meeting  went  to  Nelson. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  distance,  many  m  tli^  village  and 
vicinity  could  go  only  occasionally.  Henee  the  spiritual 
wants  of  a  large  number  were  inadequately  supplied.  This 
led  to  the  appointment  of  religious  meetings  on  the  evening 
of  the  Sabbath,  and  to  the  organization  of  a  Sabbath  School, 
which,  for  several  years,  was  accustomed  to  meet  in  the  store 
house  belonging  to  the  prc^rietor  of  one  of  the  &otories.  Af- 
terwards a  sm^  chapel  was  erected  for  the  better  accommo- 
dation of  religious  meetings  and  the  Sabbath  School. 

In  process  of  time,  there  arose  a  difficulty  in  the  cfaurok 
in  Nelson  respecting  the  proprie^  of  the  course  pursued  by 
their  minister,  the  Bev.  Josiah  liallard,  in  reoara  to  a  ser- 
mon preached  on  the  subject  of  baptism.  As  some  efforts 
were  made  by  a  certain  evangelist  to  draw  off  some  of  the 
xeoent  converts,  and  induce  tl^m  to  join  a  Baptist  churdi  in 
the  villa^  of  Munsonville,  Mr.  Ballaid  thought  it  his  dui^ 
to  pieaoh  on  the  (mUnance  of  baptisBi^  with  the  design  of 
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showing  that  ^prirMin^  is  a  scriptural  mode  of  baptism. 
The  sermon  on  this  subject,  and  the  general  course  pursued 
by  the  pastor  of  the  churchy  were  approved  by  some,  ai^d 
condemned  by  others.  The  HarrisviUe  jjortion  of  the  church 
stood  unitedly  and  firmly  with  their  minister.  For  a  Sab- 
bath or  two  there  were  two  separate  congregations.  Subse- 
5[uently,it  was  thought  advisable  by  those  members  residing 
in  this  viUage  and  vicinity  to  taJse  measures  toward  the 
organization  of  a  church  here.  Accordingly  they  requested 
letters  of  dismission,  and  invited  the  Nelson  church  to  unite 
with  them  in  calling  an  ecclesiastical  council,  with  the  view 
of  organizing  a  new  church.  The  request  for  letters  of  dis- 
mission was  granted ;  the  council  was  called,  and  a  church 
formed  Sept.  22,  1840,  consisting  of  31  members.  The  first 
Sabbath  after  the  organization,  13  were  received  by  letter 
firom  the  parent  church,  making  the  whole  number  44.  A 
call  was  immediately  extended  to  the  Bev.  Josiah  Ballard 
to  become  their  pastor,  with  the  assurance  of  3400  as  yearly 
compensation.  The  call  was  at  first  accepted,  but  upon 
more  mature  deliberation,  was  declined. 

March  11, 1841,  the  Bev.  0.  C.  Whiton  was  invited  to 
preach  one  year,  with  a  salary  of  3400.  He  accepted  the 
mvitation,  and  entered  upon  ms  labors  on  the  18th  of  April. 
Dec.  31,  1841,  the  church  availed  itself  of  the  legislative  act 
for  becoming  a  corporate  body,  and  adopted  the  constitution 
of  a  society.  Aug.  11,  1842,  Bev.  0.  C.  Whiton  was  in- 
stalled pastor  of  the  church  by  an  ecclesiastical  council  called 
for  the  purpose.  On  the  same  day,  the  Meeting-house  was 
dedicate  to  the  worship  of  the  Triune  (Jod.  Bev.  Mr.  Whi- 
ton continued  his  very  acceptable  and  eminently  useful 
labors  for  four  and  a  half  years,  when  he  was  called  from 
his  work  on  earth  to  his  reward  in  heaven.  His  death 
occurred  Oct.  17,  1845, — his  age  was  51  years.  He  wag 
much  beloved  by  the  people  of  his  charge,  and  is  still 
remembered  by  them  with  an  affection  that  time  can  never 
efface.  Through  his  instrumentality,  many  are  now  rejoic- 
ing in  Christ  as  their  friend  and  atoning  Saviour. 

Immediately  after  his  decease,  the  church  and  society  se- 
cured the  services  of  the  Bev.  Jeremiah  Pomeroy,  which  were 
enjoyed  for  four  years.  His  efforts  to  build  up  the  Bedeem- 
er's  kingdom  here  were  signally  blessed.  After  an  interval 
of  a  few  months,  the  Bev.  Dan  H.  Babcock  was  employed 
for  one  year. 

The  present  pastor.  Bev.  Wm.  G.  Tuttle.  was  ordained 
April  16, 1851.  The  mends  of  Christ  have,  from  the  b^in- 
ning,  been  oUiged  to  make  considerable  effort  to  sustain  the 
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inBtitations  of  the  gospel  in  this  place.  Being  few  in  nvm- 
bety  it  was  only  by  a  very  great  effort  that  they  succeeded  in 
bnilding  the  cnapel.  and  afterwards  the  hunger  and  more  con- 
venient brick  churcn.  The  burden  of  this  enterprise  rested 
especially  upon  the  man  for  whom  the  village  is  named ;  he 
generously  contributed  one  hat/  of  the  sum  necessary  for  their 
erection.  Owing  to  the  mammstcturing  character  of  the  po]^- 
ulation,  the  permanent  residents  are  not  numerous.  Tms 
feature  of  society  operates  unfavorably  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  church  in  several  ways :  1st,  temporary  res- 
tderUs  do  not  feel  that  d^ree  of  interest  in  attendance  upon 

Imblic  worship  which  is  usual  with  such  as  are  permanently 
ocated :  2d,  Many  of  those  who  do  attend  meeting  leave 
the  place  so  soon^  that  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  all  the  good 
results  of  preaching  which  might  othervrise  be  seen :  Third- 
br,  they  do  not  feel  inclined  to  give  into  the  treasurv  of  the 
Lord,  according  to  their  ability:  And  then,  fourthly,  it  is 
difficult  for  a  minister  to  keep  up  such  a  fitmiliar  aco^uain- 
tance  with  a  floating  population,  as  is  most  conducive  to 
their  spiritual  interests.  It  will  be  obvious,  fix)m  these  con- 
siderations, that  a  church  in  sitch  circumstances  should  be 
a  missionary  church,  bestowing  much  labor  upon  those,  who, 
while  living  v)ith  us  are  not  of  us;  whose  treaswre  is  else- 
where, and  whose  hearts  are  there  also.  In  consequence  of 
the  increasing  number  of  foreigners,  who  find  employment  in 
the  fitctories,  and  other  influences  hostile  to  the  welfare  of 
Zion,  the  morals  oi  the  place  cannot  be  said  to  compare 
&vorably  with  what  they  were  ten  or  fifteen  years  since. — 
The  annual  amount  of  benevolent  contributions  sometimes 
exceeds  9100,  and  sometimes  falls  short  of  it.  The  present 
method  of  raising  money,  for  these  purposes,  is  by  the  circu- 
lation of  subscription  papers,  once  a  year,  ^elongin^  to  the 
church  there  are  two  small  funds^  the  interest  of  which  goes 
toward  the  repairing  of  its  buildings,  and  the  support  of  its 
Diinister.  One  of  these,  called  the  "Harris  Fund,"  is 
^^1200.  It  was  riven  hj  the  late  Bethuel  Harris,  one  of  the 
^rliest  settlers  of  the  village  and  a  warm  friend  of  Zion. — 
The  other  ftmd  consists  of  91400,  given  by  Miss  Chloe 
White.  A  portion  of  the  above  mentioned  property  is  inves- 
ted in  a  convenient  and  comfortable  parsonage,  situated  at 
?  short  distance  from  the  Meeting-house.  In  addition,  there 
^  also  a  small  brick  building  o^ned  by  individual  members 
of  the  society,  which,  at  first,  was  used  as  the  place  of  pub- 
w  worship,  but  is  now  occupied  by  the  church  as  a  vestry. 
The  whole  number  who  have  iJeen  connected  with  toLi 
church  is  113.    Number  baptized,  17. 
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There  have  been  seveial  seasons  of  nnusiial  religioas  inter- 
est in  this  oommnnitj^  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  have 
been  more  than  ttao  extensive  revivaiU.  The  first  oocorred 
in  1841,  during  the  ministry  of  Rev.  0.  C.  Whiton,  com- 
mencing very  soon  after  he  be^an  \m  labors  in  this  place. — 
Very  few  extra  meetings  were  neld  at  the  time ;  the  pastor 
bein^  of  the  opinion,  mat  one  meeting,  well  attended,  and 
of  which  some  account  could  afterwards  be  given,  was  worth 
more  than  a  dozen  of  the  opposite  character.  Of  about  27 
hopeM  conversions,  15  were  added  to  this  church  as  tiie 
frmts  of  the  revival.  The  remainder  of  the  converts,  soon 
leaving  the  place,  connected  themselves  with  other  churches. 
The  other  revival  was  in  1848  in  connection  with  the  minis- 
terial labors  of  the  Bev.  Jeremiah  Pomercy.  The  first  indi^ 
cation  of  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  deep 
conviction  of  one  of  the  impenitent,  and  her  subsequent  con- 
version. The  work  of  grace  gradually  deepened  and  extend- 
ed widely.  As  the  result  of  thb  revival,  about  25  were 
hopefully  converted  ^  about  one-half  of  whom  united  with 
the  church  in  this  village ;  the  remainder,  with  churches  in 
other  places.  Several  were  heads  of  fiuoiilies,  but  most  of 
the  converts  were  in  the  morning  of  life.  It  is  an  interest- 
ing fact  that  of  the  whole  number  converted  during  the 
revival,  aU  but  one  were  connected  with  the  Sabbath  ^hod 
previous  to  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit.  This  cannot  but 
be  regarded  as  evidence  tlmt  the  Sabbath  School  is  an  insti- 
tution on  which  rests  the  cordial  apprcbation  of  the  great 
Head  of  tiie  church. 


HINSDALE.* 

This  town  was  originally  a  part  of  Northfield,  Ms.  It 
was  then  called  Fort  Dummer,  and  also  Bridgman's  Fort 
It  was  settled  as  early  as  1683.  But  it  was  not  incorporat- 
ed as  a  distinct  town  till  Sept.  3, 1753 ;  and  it  was  named 
in  honor  of  CoL  Ebenezer  Hinsdale,  one  of  its  principal 
inhabitants. 

The  Congregational  church  was  formed  in  1763 ;  and  the 
same  year  the  Bev.  Bunker  Gay,  a  graduate  of  Harvud 
university  in  1760,  was  ordained  its  nastor.  He  continued 
in  his  pastorate  about  47  years,  till  1810,  when  he  reagned 
his  work.  He  lived,  however,  till  Oct.  1815.  His  influence 
was  not  in  aU  respects  salutaiytothecauseof  truth.    Fiom 

•  Sketch  by  Z.  S.  Bantow,  D.D. 
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1810  to  1821  there  was  little  preaching  and  no  administra- 
tion of  Divine  ordinances.  Bat  Oct.  8, 1821  a  council  was 
called^  "To  take  under  consideration  the  concerns  of  the 
Congregational  church  in  Hinsdale/'  In  the  resillt  of 
oouncil  they  say :  "ascertained  that  the  remnant  of  the  for- 
mer church  has  no  records,  neither  articles,  nor  covenant." 
But  finding  four  m^  and  five  women  that  were  once  con- 
nected wim  the  original  church,  thev  re-organized  them  into 
a  church,  under  a  confession  of  faith  and  a  covenant.  But 
for  eleven  years  they  had  no  pastor;  but  "occasional  sup- 

Slies.'*  On  the  17th  of  May  1832,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet 
trong,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  college  in  1828,  was  ordaitied 
their  pastor.  The  church  now  nunu)ered  14  members.  His 
ministiT  continued  amidst  many  difficulties  to  March  2|5, 
1835,  when  he  was  dismissed.  He  afterward  went  to  Illinois. 
Thirtv  five  additions  are  reported  in  1833,  as  the  fruits  of 
A  tevivid  which  appeared  to  result  from  the  divine  blessing 
On  a  course  of  pastoral  and  lajr  visitation  from  house  to 
bouse.  Boarcely  had  these  vints  been  commenced,  when 
Ihere  were  found  those  who  were  anxious  about  their  salva- 
tion. The  work  went  forward  fiivorably  till  February,  when 
^  protracted  meeting  was  held.  At  this  meeting  the  halt- 
ing were  brought  to  a  decision ;  some  of  the  careless  and 
opposed  were  awakened  and  hopefully  converted.  The 
^urch  rose  from  15  to  50 ;  ttom  three  male  members  to  15 ; 
and  eleven  &mily  altars  were  erected. 

May  23, 1835  the  church  invited  the  Bev.  Joseph  Marsh 
to  be(^me  their  pastor.  But  there  is  no  record  of  his  settle-  . 
inent,  nor  of  anything  else  till  Nov.  17,  1837,  when  he  ask- 
ed a  dismission ;  which  was  effected  May  2, 1838.  He  was 
<i  graduate  of  Dartmouth  college  in  1824.  It  is  believed 
that  he  is  now  engi^ed  in  agiicmture  in  Vermont.  Forty 
one  were  added  to  the  church  in  his  time.  The  Bev.  Gard- 
tier  S.  Brown,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  college  in  1834, 
^^as  ordained  pastor,  on  the  very  day  that  Mr.  Marsh  was 
dismissed,  (viz :  May  2, 1838.)  He  was  dismissed  April  2, 
1844.  Over  fifty  were  added  to  the  church  during  his 
ttiinistry.  He  is  now  a  Homeopathic  physician  in'  Hamord, 
Conn.  The  Bev.  Moses  Gerould  was  installed  pastor  Oct. 
30, 1844 — [vide  account  of  East  Alstead.]  He  was  dis- 
nuiased  after  a  pastorate  of  about  nine  vears,  and  removed 
to  Cuiaan  in  ttiis  State.  He  added  40  to  the  church. — 
About  160  have  been  added  to  this  church  since  its  re- 
organization ;  of  whom  about  88  remain  members.  Popula- 
tion in  1820,  890 ;  in  1850, 1903. 
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JAFFREY. 

Rev.  Laban  AiNiwosTB.— Her.  L.  Txhnet. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  called  in  the  name  of  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  England^  by  Jonathan  Stanley ;  and 
was  convened  Sept.  14,  1773.  At  an  adjourned  meeting 
the  28th  of  the  same  month,  a  committee  consisting  of  Capt. 
Jonathan  Stanley,  Alexander  McNeil,  and  James  Callw^, 
were  appointed  to  provide  preaching  for  the  town.  In  just 
fourteen  days  after  the  town  had  elected  its  first  regular 
town  officers,  it  made  provision  for  its  religious  instruction. 
As  they  had,  in  this  manner,  preaching  occasionally,  they 
experienced  great  inconvenience  in  the  want  of  a  suitable 
place  for  holding  religious  meetings.  To  remedy  this  evil, 
the  town  resolved,  April  26, 1774,  "to  build  a  Meeting- 
house on  the  conmion  near  the  center  of  the  town,  this  and 
the  ensuing  year."  On  the  6th  of  July  following,  it  was 
"resolved  tnat  the  house  shall  be  60  feet  by  45 — posts  27 
feet ;  that  there  shall  be  a  porch  at  each  end  of  the  house ; 
and  that  the  house  shall  be  raised  by  the  middle  of  June 
1775,  and  be  finished  by  the  first  of  June  1776."  It  is 
related  that  the  town  were  raising  the  frame  on  the  m^no- 
rable  17th  of  June  1775,  and  while  they  were  erecting  a 
temple  in  which  they  might  worship  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
they  heard  the  report  of  the  ordnance  at  the  battle  of  Bun- 
ker Hill,  where  their  fellow  citizens  were  shedding  their 
blood  to  purchase  for.  their  countrymen  the  blessings  of  lib- 
erty, civil  and  religious.  It  is  also  an  interesting  &ct  that 
the  same  season  when  this  people  were  making  preparation 
to  build  a  house  of  worship,  he,  who  was  to  be  their  first 
settled  minister,  was  entering  Dartmouth  college  to  prepare 
himself  for  the  work  to  which  he  would  be  caUed.  He  who 
disposed  the  people  to  erect  a  house  of  worship,  was,  at  the 


of  his  future  labors.  Tor  various  reasons,  doubtless  mainly 
connected  with  the  war  of  the  Bevolution,  the  house  was 
not  finished  for  many  years ;  and  tiU  after  1780,  while  the 
war  was  remn^  at  the  north,  this  town,  like  many  others, 
suffered  a  mmine  of  the  word  of  Gkni — though  it  is  evident 
irom  the  town  records  that  an  increasing  amount  was  annu- 
ally raised  for  the  support  of  the  gospeL  From  £6  they 
rose  in  1777  to  £50;  then  to  £100;  then  to  200,  and  in 
time  of  depreciated  currency  in  1780  to  £  1000,  and  the 
next  year  to  £2000. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


*  JA7FBXY.  273 

In  a  iown  meeting  oonyened  June  16, 1778.  Wm.  SmSey 
and  David  Stanley  were  elected  to  read  the  rsalm, — like- 
wise Jonathan  Priest^  Abram  Bailey  and  David  Stanley 
were  chosen  to  tune  the  Psalm.  It  is  impossible  at  this  day 
to  ascertain  who  all  the  men  were  who  preached  here  during 
the  time  preceding  ihe  year  1781,  and  how  long  each  man 
was  employed.  Every  year,  after  the  town  was  incorporated, 
a  committee  was  chosen  to  obtain  the  labors  of  the  nunistry 
and  to  expend  the  money  raised  by  the  town  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  following  names  appear  on  the  town  records, 
without  any  specification  as  to  the  number  of  Sabbaths  they 
officiated :  Bev.  Jonathan  Allen,  June  1776 ;  Mr.  Beau, 
Nov.  1778 ;  Mr.  Stevens,  Nov.  1779 ;  Caleb  Jewett,  June 
1780 ;  Mr.  Emerson,  Dec.  1780 ;  David  Gwdale,  Aug.  1781. 
A  call  was  extended  and  proposals  made  to  Mr.  Caleb  Jew- 
ett to  settle  as  pastor. 

The  present  senior  pastor  of  this  church  came  into  town 
as  a  candidate  early  in  Sept.  1781 — 74  years  aeo.  At  a 
town  meeting  Dec.  1781,  it  was  "voted  to  hear  Mr.  Ainsworth 
longer."  At  a  town  meeting  convened  April  22,  1782, 
"voted  to  hear  Mr.  Ainsworth  on  probation,  in  order  to  give 
him  a  call ;''  and  on  July  8, 1782,  the  town  "voted  unani- 
mously to  concur  with  the  church,  and  give  Mr.  Laban 
Ainsworth  a  call  to  the  work  of  the  ffospel  ministry  in  this 
town.''  They  pledged  him  "as  a  sabry,  annually,  £70  as 
lon^as  he  shall  be  the  minister  of  this  town."  They  also 
pronered  him  "liberty  to  visit  his  friends  twice  each  year,  of 
two  Sabbaths  each  time,  if  he  accepts  the  call  that  is  given 
him."  These  were  the  final  conditions  of  the  settlement. — 
At  a  town  meeting  holden  Nov.  11, 1782,  it  was  decided, 
"that  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Ainsworm  be  the  second  Wed- 
nesday in  December  next."  This  is  the  last  record  of  the 
town  m  relation  to  the  settlement  of  a  minister.  A  man 
who  had  been  with  them  more  than  a  year  was  unanimously 
elected  pastor,  and  amply  provided  for  by  a  salary  and  a 
valuable  tract  of  land.  Me  was  called  bv  the  church  and 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  pew  holders  of  the  town :  and  that 
pastoial  relation  which  was  formed  with  so  much  delibera- 
tion, continued,  for  the  most  part  happy,  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  when  he  retired  from  the  active  work  of  the  minis- 
try— ^while  he  still  retains  to  the  church  which  so  long  enjov- 
ed  his  ministry,  the  endearing  relation  expressed  in  the 
name— ^Mutor.  Though  he  h^  been  the  minister  of  this 
ehurdi  more  than  seventy  four  years  he  is  still  enjoying 
comfortable  health,  retains  much  of  his  former  di^ty  ^ 
character  and  urbanity  of  manners ;  is  fond  of  readmg  and 
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of  society ;  cherishes  with  the  fondest  affection  ifae  doctrines 
and  precepts  which  have  been  the  sahjects  of  his  ministra- 
tions ;  and  is  calmly  waiting  for  a  message  from  his  Masted, 
calling  him  to  his  reward. 

The  first  Congregational  church  was  organized  May  13, 
1780.  And  Mr.  Amsworth  was  ordained  Deo.  10, 1782.— 
After  the  i^ged  pastor  of  the  chnrch  retired  from  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  several  persons  were  obtained  to  supply  the 
pulpit.  In  the  year  1830.  Rev.  Mr.  Everett  was  engaged, 
and  labored  with  fidelity  aoout  one  year. 

On  the  11th  of  Jan.  1832,  Mr.  Gues  Lyman  was  ordained 
junior  pastor  and  colleague  with  Mr.  Ainsworth,  and  was 
dismissed  May  3, 1837.  On  the  4th  of  Oct.  1837,  Mr.  Jodih 
D.  Crosby  was  ordiuned  pastor  of  the  church,  and  Apnl 
19, 1844,  he  also  was  dismissed. 

April  19, 1845,  Mr.  Leonard  Tenney — the  present  junior 
pastor — received  ordination.  The  whole  number  of  cnurch 
members  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Lyman's  settiement  was  78,  and 
247  have  been  admitted  since  that  time.  Death,  and  remov- 
als by  other  means  leave  us  now  145  members.  Baptisms 
have*  been— ^ults,  71 ;  children,  154.  A  Baptist  church 
was  organized  here,  Jan.  3, 1814,  of  12  members.  The  old 
Meeting-house  is  now  deserted  by  all  denominatioiis  and 
used  omy  as  a  Town  house. 


JAFFREY  EAST. 

RcT.  Oso.  W.  Abjlim. 

Jaffrey  East  Orthodox  Congregational  church  is  situated 
in  a  village  two  miles  fiom  the  center  of  the  town.  It  was 
organized  Jan.  9th,  1850,  with  ten  male  and  thirteen  female 
members,  principally  fix)m  the  church  at. the  Center.  The 
reason  for  this  oivanization  was,  that  ^'  the  interests  of  UstB 
Redeemer's  kingdom  require  the  organization."  Fifty  one 
have  been  added  to  its  number;  twenty  two  have  been 
dismissed  to  other  churches  or  removed  by  death ;  presoat 
number  of  members  52. 

Bev.  J.  E.  B.  Jewett  was  called  to  the  i)a8torat6  of  tlus 
church  Feb.  28, 1854,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  on  the 
25th  of  the  following  September.  An  ecclesiastical  council 
was  oonvened,  June  1st,  1852,  to  take  into  ocmrideration 
reasons  which  might  be  presented  for  and  against  a  dissolution 
of  the  existing  pastoral  relation.  The  council^  having 
weighed  the  reasms  resolved^  ^'That  itiBnat  expedimi  thai 
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ihe  pastoral  relation  now  existing,  should  be  at  this  time 
dissolved."  The  church  and  society  not  being  satisfied  with 
the  result  of  the  council,  called  another,  which  was  convened 
the  13th  of  July  following,  when  the  pastoral  relation  was 
dissolved. 

After  Rev.  Mr.  Jewett  was  released  from  the  pastorate, 
the  church  was  supplied  by  various  individuals  until  March 
27,  1853 ;  at  which  time  Kev.  George  W.  Adams  commenced 
a  temporary  suppl;^  till  June  16th  of  the  same  year,  when 
the  church  and  society  engaged  his  services  for  one  year ;  and 
has  continued  their  acting  pastor  to  the  present  date.  No 
record  has  been  kept  of  the  amount  contnbuted  to  benevo- 
lent objects  previous  to  March  27, 1853.  Since  that  time 
about  ?250  have  been  contributed.  Congre^tion  averages 
about  100.  The  Sabbath  School  is  flourishmg,  and  has  a 
good  library.    Ministerial  support  9500. 


KEENE. 

Rev.  Z.  8.  Baxstow,  JkD, 

The  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  in  ihe  township  of 
the  Upper  Ashudot^  was  holden  on  the  18th  day  of  Septem- 
ber 1734  ;  "  Held  on  said  township  by  adioumment  firom 
the  27th  day  of  June  last  past,  i.e.  when  the  meeting  was 
at  Concord.''  The  above  meeting  was  adjourned  again, 
"  To  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  next,  at  12  of  the  clock  at 
the  dwelling  house  of  Ephraim  Jones  Innholder  in  Con- 
cord." On  the  30th  of  Sept.  1736,  a  "meeting  was  opened 
according  to  appointment  at  ihe  hmse4ot  of  Joseph  Fisher ; 
but  was  immediately  adjourned  to  the  Aotfie  of  Nathan 
Blake."  [vide  Proprietors'  Book.]  It  is  supposed  that  the 
house  of  i^athan  ^Blake  was  the  first  house  erected  in  the 
township,  and  the  only  one  at  the  time  of  that  meeting  ;  and 
yet,  mark  the  piety  of  these  proprietors  ;  for  it  was  at  this 
meeting  voted,  "That  tiiey  wiU  build  a  Meeting-house  at 
the  upper  township  on  the  Ashuelot  so  called ;  forty  feet 
long ;  20  feet  stud  ;  and  30  and  5  feet  wide,  at  the  south 
end  of  the  town  street,  (to  underpinn,  cover  and  inclose  the 
same^  and  lay  down  bords  for  the  lower  floor,)  at  the  place 
appomted  -by  the  General  Court's  committee  ;  and  that 
Messrs.  Jeremiah  Hall,  Samuel  Daniels,  Joseph  Bichardson, 
Stephen  Blake,  and  Josiah  Fisher  be  a  committee  to  build 
or  let  the  same ;  and  to  see  that  s^  work  be  completely 
performed  by  the  26th  day  of  June  next." 
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That  Meeting-honfle  was  afterwardfl  removed  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  street,  south  east  of  where  General  Wilson's 
house  now  stands,  the  travel  passing  on  the  east  side  of  it. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1737,  it  was  voted  "  To 
assess  the  sum  of  240  pounds  on  the  propriety  to  support 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  said  township,  and  other 
charges  arisen,  or  arising,  in  s'^  propriety/' 

It  is  not  known  at  what  time  the  Bev.  Jacob  Bacon,  who 
was  the  first  minister  of  the  place,  came  into  the  township, 
or  when  he  commenced  preaching  in  it.  But  in  October 
1737,  it  was  voted  that  "  The  worthy  Mr.  Jacob  Bacon 
draw  lots  for  the  whole  propriety."  This  was  at  the  second 
division  of  meadow  land.  In  the  course  of  that  year,  Mr. 
Bacon  was  appointed  Proprietors'  clerk.  He  receivol  a  call  to 
settle  as  their  minister  May  5th,  1738  ;  gave  ai^  affirmative 
answer  Aiig.  5th  ;  and  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  min*- 
istry  Oct.  18th  of  the  same  year ;  when  a  church  of  19  male 
members  was  organized.  The  council  consisted  of  pastors 
and  delegates  from  the-churches  of  Wrentham,  Sunderland, 
NorthfieM.  and  Medway,  viz  :  Bev.  Messrs.  Band,  Doolittle, 
and  Buckman,  with  the  delegates  from  each  church.  The 
committee  who  presented  the  call  to  Mr.  Bacon,  were  Jere- 
miah Hall,  David  Foster,  Isaac  Clark,  Josiah  Fisher  and 
Ebenezer  Nims.    David  Foster  and  Josiah  Fisher  were  ap- 

S)inted  deacons  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  church.— 
eacon  Fisher  was  shot  by  an  Indian  Julv  10th,  1746. 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Bacon  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1731. 
He  was  much  beloved  by  his  church  and  people.  In  the 
language  of  the  proprietors  he  was  ^^  the  worthy  and  Bev.  Mr. 
Ba^n.  Some  persons  were  added  to  the  church  under  his 
ministry  ;  but  no  church  record  of  the  time  has  come  down 
to  us.  Mr.  Bacon  was  excused  £rom  all  obligations  to  his 
church  and  people  by  an  informal  vote  of  the  proprietors, 
just  before  tney  abandoned  the  town,  when  it  was  burned  by 
the  Indians,  1747. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  town  under  the  new  charter,  was 
in  May  1753  ;  and  at  that  meeting  it  was  agreed  to  bwUd  a 
Meeting-hotise  of  slabs,  on  a  green  plat,  near  where  the  late 
Aaron  Appleton  lived.  This  was  fer  temporary  use.  And 
in  December  of  the  same  year,  it  was  vot^  to  build  a  Meet- 
ing-house forty  five  feet  long,  and  thirty  five  feet  wide.  It 
was  first  resolved  to  place  it  near  where  the  late  Aaron  Hall 
lived.  But  it  was  ultimately  erected  on  the  Common  a  little 
north  of  where  the  Hay  Scales  are.  That  house  was  used  till 
the  autumn  of  1786,  when  it  was  taken  down  and  removed 
to  the  west  side  of  the  Common,  and  set  up  as  ibe  Court 
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House  of  Cheshire  county.  And  when  the  new  Court  House 
was  erected  the  old  one  was  removed  to  Washington  street ; 
where  it  was  the  residence  of  several  fitmilies,  and  known 
&miliarly  as  "  the  old  Court  House."  It  was  afterward  divided 
into  two  dwelling-houses  ;  in  one  of  which  John  H.  Fuller, 
Esq.  now  resides  ;  and  the  other  one  was  removed  to  another 
place  in  the  vicinity.  * 

In  June  1753,  the  inhabitant^  of  Keene  and  Swanzey 
united  in  giving  the  Bev.  Ezra  Carpenter  a  call  to  settle  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry.  He  was  bom  in  Behoboth,  Ms. 
April  1, 1699  ;  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  1720 ;  and  set- 
tled in  Hull  in  the  old  colony,  Nov.  27, 1723.  Nov.  28, 
1723,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Bev.  Thomas 
Greenwood  of  Behoboth.  He  was  minister  of  Hull  twenty 
one  years,  and  was  dismissed  Nov.  23, 1746.  He  was  min- 
ister of  the  united  church  in  Keene  and  Swanzey  about 
seven  years.  Swanzey  retained  him,  and  Keene  sought 
another  minister.  Under  Mr.  Carpenter  there  were  52  Ijap- 
tisms  in  Keene  and  several  were  aaded  to  the  church  ;  but 
tiie  record  is  lost.  The  above  record  of  baptisms  was 
made  by  the  Bev.  Edward  Qoddard,  "  from  the  old  book." 
The  Bev.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  of  reputable  character  and  of 
orthodox  sentiments.  He  was  installed  Oct.  4th,  1753  ;  at 
which  time  there  were  present  by  their  elders,  &c.  the  first 
church  in  Hingham,  the  third  in  Plymouth,  the  church  in 
Kingston  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  the  first  church  in. 
Lancaster,  the  church  in  Nichewong,  tne  church  in  Poquaiff, 
(Athol,)  the  church  in  Deerfield,  the  church  in  Sunderland, 
and  the  church  in  Northfield. 

At  the  separation  of  Keene  from  Swanzey,  the  church  in 
Keene  was  re-organized^  containing  fourteen  male  members, 
at  the  ordination  of  the  Bev.  Clement  Sumner  as  their  pas- 
tor. June  11th,  1761.  Mr.  Sumner  was  a  graduate  of  Yale 
college  in  1758.  And  though  he  was  a  man  fi'ee  from  great 
&ults,  yet  his  virtues  were  of  a  rather  negative  kind.  It  was 
in  his  ministry,  if  not  at  his  instigation,  that  the  halfway 
covenant  was  introduced,  by  which  those  owning  the  cove- 
nant had  their  children  baptized  without  coming  into  com- 
munion with  the  church.  During  his  ministry  73  were 
admitted  to  the  (Jiurch  and  20  persons  owned  the  covenant 
and  had  their  children  baptized.  Of  those  20,  eleven  toere 
afterward  admitted  to  full  communion,  [vide  Chh.  Becords.] 

Mr.  Sumner  was  pastor  for  about  eleven  years,  when,  in 
consequence  of  difficulties  that  arose,  (as  was  once  said  by 
an  aged  member.)  ^^from  the  mMconduct  of  hds  children/' 
he  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request  by  an  ecclesiastical 
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council.  He  was  never  settled  again,  but  he  preached  at 
Thetfordy.Vt.  and  other  places  ;  and  died  in  Keene,  March 
29,  1795,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  near. Mr.  Rob- 
inson's dwelling.  His  widow  died  in  West  Swanzey,  where 
her  Mineral  was  attended  in  the  Baptist  Meeting-house  by 
Bev.  Z.  S.  Barstow  in  the  early  part  of  his  ministry. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Sumner  left  no  record  of  baptisms.  The 
covenant  of  the  church  was  then  very  nearly  the  same  as  at 
present.  The  Articles  of  Faith  were  thirteen  ;  and  they 
were  in  part  in  the  language  of  the  Westminster  Assembly's 
compend  of  doctrine. 

After  Mr.  Sumner's  dismission,  there  was  a  long  season  of 
division  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  a  minister.  The  aged 
Deacon  Kingsbury  once  informed  the  writer  that  "  19  can- 
didates were  tried  in  vain."  And  that  then,  having  hemnd 
of  Mr.  Aaron  Hdl  of  Cheshire^  Conn.,  this  Deacon  was  com- 
missioned "  to  go  and  confer  ¥ath  him  personaUv,"  in  refer- 
ence to  his  commg  to  Keene  as  a  candidate.  This  commis- 
sion was  successfiiuly  executed,  and  Mr.  Hall  came  in  the 
summer  of  1777.  On  Dec.  2, 1777,  it  was  voted  unani- 
mously, ^^  To  give  Mr.  Aaron  Hall  (who  has  been  laboring 
with  us  for  some  time)  a  call  to  settle  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry."  But  there  were  objections  in  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Hall  to  the  practices  of  the  church.  He  told  them  in  open 
church  meetmg,  "  That  he  could  not  see  his  wav  clear  to 
answer  their  c^,  unless  the  church  would  reject  the  practice 
of  persons  owning  the  covenant,  to  have  their  children  biqp- 
tized."  And,  after  various  discussions  of  the  su^ect,  it  was 
voted  unanimously,  "  To  re-consider  the  vote  of  baptizing 
the  children  of  tlK)8e  who  only  owned  the  covenant ;  and  for 
the  fiiture  not  to  admit  any  upon  this  half  way  pradioe  as 
it  is  caUed'* 

The  difficulty  being  thus  removed,  the  Rev.  Aaron  Hall 
was  ordained  Feb.  18, 1778.  <'  Rev.  Mr.  Hibbard  opened  the 
solemnity  bjr  prayer  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Olcott  preached  the  sermon  ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Brigham  loade  the  ordaining  praver ;  Rev.  Mr« 
Fessenden  gave  the  drnrge ;  Rev.  Mr.  Groadard  gave  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sprague  closed 
the  solemnity  by  prayer.  Attest,  Bulkley  Olcott,  scribe." — 
Mr.  Hall  was  a  graduate'of  Yale  college  m  1772  ;  received 
his  Master's  degree  at  Yale  1775,  and  at  Dartmouth  1778. 
He  had  a  long  and  maoeful  ministry,  vras  much  esteemed  aa 
a  peacemaker,  and  died  lamwted^  in  the  63d  year  of  his  age, 
and  the  thirtv  seventh  Of  his  ministry,  Aug.  12th,  1814. 

At  Mr.  Hall's  ordinaticm  tl^  diurch  consisted  of  77  mem^ 
beis ;  and  during  his  mtnistry  211  weaie  received  to  the 
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okaidi ;  871  were  baptiaed.  It  was  during  his  ininistry  that 
the  present  Meetiiig<-hou8e  was  built.  It  was  raised  June 
28,  29  aud  30th,  1786.  The  building  conumttee  were,  Lieut. 
Benjamin  BDbJI,  Dea.  Daniel  Kingsbury,  M^)or  Davis  Hew- 
lett, Mr.  Benjamin  Anher,  Lieut.  Beuben  Partridge,  Mr. 
Abijah  Wilder,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Baker. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hall,  the  Bev.  David  Oliphant  (a 
graduate  of  Union  college  in  1809,'  and  of  the  theologiod 
seminary  at  Andover  in  1814,)  came  to  preach  as  a  candi- 
date ^' about  the  time  of  the  annual  ThauKsgiving"'  in  1814. 
He  was  ordamed  May  24,  1815.  Bev.  Mr.  Dickinson  of 
Walpole  offered  the  nrst  prayer;  Bev.  Mr.  HaU  of  New 
Ipswich  preadied  the  sermon ;  Bev.  Mr.  Pratt  of  Westmore- 
land offered  the  oidainii]^  prayer ;  Bev.  Mr.  Ainsworth  of 
Jaffirey  gave  the  charge ;  fiev.  Mr.  Bur^  of  West  Brattle- 
borough,  Yt..  expressed  the  fellowsmp;  and  Bev.  Mr. 
SSdwards  of  Andover,  Ms.,  offered  the  closing  prayer.  Mr. 
Oliphant's  ministry  was  somewhat  less  than  three  years. — 
But  he  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  people ;  received 
91  to  the  church ;  and  baptised  129  persons ;  and  he  will 
probably  find  many  among  this  people  as  the  crown  of  his 
Kjldcing  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  He  was  dismissed 
in  the  autumn  of  1817.  It  was  during  his  ministry,  viz.  in 
1615,  that  our  Baptist  brethr^i  organized  their  church  in 
the  west  part  of  the  town,  consisting  of  14  members.  This 
ohurch  was  afterward  removed  to  the  village. 

The  present  pastor,  Bev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  D.D.,  who  was  a 
gaduate  of  Yale  ooUe^  in  1813 ;  and  who  received  his  Mas- 
ter's degree  in  course  in  1816,  and  at  Hamilton  college  in 
1817,  came  hither  Feb.  26, 1818,  and  waa  ordained  Jvlj  Ist 
of  the  same  year.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Oooke  of  Acworth  offered 
the  first  prayer ;  the  Bev.  Dr.  Woodbiidge  of  Hadley,  Ms., 
preached  the  sermon ;  Bev.  Mr.  Fish  of  Marlborough  o^rea 
the  ordaining  prayer ;  Bev.  Mr.  Wood  of  Chesterfield  gave  the 
charee ;  Bev.  Mr.  Orodby  of  Oharlestown  expressed  the  hU 
bwsnip ;  Bev.  Dr.  Thajrer  of  Lancaster  addressed  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  Bev.  Mr.  Didonstm  of  Widpole  offered  the  conclu- 
ding prayer.  Of  the  present  pastor  little  will  here  be  said ; 
except  that  he  has  had  a  oomparatively  quiet  ministry ;  hoB 
received  531  to  the  chuidb ;  dismissed  221  to  other  churches ; 
has  married  379  couples ;  baptized  704  persons ;  and  atteaod- 
ed  more  than  a  thousand  to  tibeir  last  resting  place.  He 
has  not  fiuled  of  preadbdng  on  account  of  sicki^fls  but  /our 
SabbaOia  in  thirtj  six  and  a  half  years. 

During  this  mudsky  the  Unitarian  society  was  formed  in 
the  spring  of  1824;  «iid  the  <dmKdi  in  eonnedaon  wm  form* 
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ed  Dec.  27, 1825,  conausting  of  13  members ;  of  whom  seven 
had  been  members  of  other  churches.  The  Rev.  T.  R.  Sul- 
livan, Rev.  A.  A.  Livermore,  and  Rev.  W.  0.  White,  have 
been  its  successive  pastors. 

Our  Methodist  brethren  organized  their  church  November 
1835,  consisting  of  30  members. 


MARLBOROUGH. 

Rer.  OiLM  Ltkah. 

The  town  was  first  called  Monadnock,  No.  5 ;  afterwards 
New  Marlborough  from  Marlborough,  Ms.,  the  origmal  home 
of  many  of  the  first  settlers ;  and  when  it  received  a  town 
charter,  in  1776,  the  qualifying  word  "New"  was  dropped, 
leaving  the  name  which  it  now  bears.  A  grant  of  this  township 
was  made  in  1751  or  '52,  with  conditions  requiring  that  the 
settlement  be  commenced  immediately.  On  account  of  the 
Indian  and  French  war,  the  conditions  of  the  grant  were  not 
complied  with.  The  town  was  surveyed  1762 ;  and  re- 
chartered  in  1764.  The  grant  specifies  that  "  a  convenient 
Meeting-house  "  shall  be  built  within  10  vears  firqm  its  date. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  in  the  town,  of  whidi 
there  is  any  record,  was  in  1776 ;  at  which  the  question  erf 
building  a  Meeting-house  was  acted  on ;  but  the  vote  to 
build  was  not  passed  till  four  years  after.  The  building  was 
soon  carried  so  &r  that  the  house  was  used  for  worship,  bat 
many  years  passed  before  it  was  completed.  Money  to  hire 
preaching  was  first  raised  by  the  town  in  1771,  and  a  com- 
mittee to  hire  a  minister  on  probation  was  first  appointed 
in  1774.  The  church  was  oreanized  Nov.  11, 1778,  consist-> 
ing  of  eight  members ;  and  Mr.  Joseph  Cummings,  from 
Topsfield,  Ms.,  was  ordained  pastor  at  the  same  time.  Ten 
were  received  to  the  church  the  first  year  of  his  ministry. — 
Twenty  six  children  had  been  ba]9tized  at  the  close  of  his 
pastorate,  but  most  of  these  baptisms  belong  to  the  period 
which  preceded  his  settlement^  and  the  organization  of  the 
church.  Mr.  Cummings  was  dismissed  Dec.  26, 1780,  on  the 
^und  of  "unfiuthfiilness,"  of  "being  unexemplary  in  walk, 
imprudent  in  conversation,  unchristian  in  comparing,  rash 
in  judging^  and  dandering,''  and  of  "profiwuty." 

"  The  difficulties  which  subsisted  between  this  church  and 
people  did  not  end  at  his  dismission,  but  remained  a  long 
time  after."  The  church  was  without  a  pastor  nearly  thir- 
teen years,  during  which  period  there  was  preaching  only  a 
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part  of  the  time,  seyeral  di£fer6nt  persons  being  employed  as 
candidates  for  settlement,  or  withont  any  view  to  tms.  Ten 
were  at  different  times  admitted  to  the  church,  and  a  few 
were  dismissed  to  other  churches.  There  were  64  baptisms, 
the  number  being  swelled  by  the  adoption  of  the  half  way 
covenant,  in  1783. 

In  1791  the  church  "set  apart  a  day  for  solemn  humilia- 
tion, fiswting  and  prayer,  unitedly  to  seek  direction  and  a 
Messing  on  their  endeavors  for  a  re-settlement  of  the  gospel 
and  its  ordinances  in  this  place/'  And  Sept.  25, 1793,  If  r. 
Halloway  Fish  was  ordained  pastor  with  a  salary  of  £70 
yearly,  and  £170  settlement.  Mr.  Fish  was  from  Upton, 
Ife.,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  college.  He  was  serious 
tfild  devout  m  his  spirit,  exemplary  in  his  life,  thoroughly 
orthodox  in  his  opimons,  and  fcathnd  as  a  minister  of  Christ. 
He  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  but  not  distinguished  for 
popular  pulpit  talents.  "The  half  way  covenant"  was  set 
amde  very  soon  after  his  settlement.  There  were  during  his 
ministry  two  revivals  of  religion.  The  first  was  in  the  years 
1813  and  '14,  beinff  a  gradiml  work.  As  the  fruits,  nearly 
thirty  were  added  to  the  chnrch — E^v.  Cyrus  Stone  for 
many  years  a  missionary  in  India,  now  one  of  the  editors  of 
the  If  otter's  Assistant,  publishedl  at  Boston,  and  Miss  Cyn- 
thia Farrar  who  is  still  conne6ted  as  teacher  with  the 
Ahmednug^  station,  being  of  the  number.  The  other 
revival  was  in  1822.  This  was  more  rapid  in  its  progress, 
and  connected  with  an  addition  of  38  to  the  church.  Among 
tiiose  uniting  at  this  time  was  Bev.  Luther  Wiswall,  for 
Biany  years  settled  in  the  ministry  in  Brooks,  Me.,  now  the 
worthy  pastor  of  the  church  in  Windham  in  that  8tate. — 
Mr.  Fiett  died  Sept.  1,  1824,  having  been  pastor  almost 
thirty  one  years.  There  were  received  to  the  church  during 
this  period  174  persons — 130  by  profession,  and  44  by  letter. 
Three  hundred  and  three  children  were  baptized. 

Rev.  Salmon  Bennett  was  installed  pastor  here  Sept.  27, 
1826,  with  a  salary  of  9300.  Mr.  Bennett  had  been  before 
settled  in  the  ministry  in  Winchester.  Eighteen  united 
with  the  church  by  profession  and  seven  by  letter — in  all  25 — 
^hiring  his  pastorate.  Nine  united  at  one  time  in  1828,  in 
conn^tion  with  a  season  of  special  interest.  There  were  40 
baptisms  of  children.  Mr.  Bennett  was  dismissed  April  5, 
1831,  having  been  connected  with  the  church  as  pastor  five 
and  a  hal^  years, — alledged  ground  of  dismission,  the  inabil- 
ity of  the  church  and  society  "to  make  u^  his  salary  for  a 
whole  year."  Dnringone  year  of  the  tmie  interveninjg 
hdhie  me  settlement  of  another  pastor,  Bev.  Erastus  Cmrtis 
19 
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labored  as  a  i^pply,  and  aeven  were  received  to  the  chnich — 
five  by  DrofeBsion,  and  two  by  letter. 

Bev.  Moses  G.  Grosvenor  was  installed  pastor  May  20, 
1835,  with  a  salary  of  9400.  Mr.  Grosvenor  is  a  graduate 
of  Dartmouth  college^  and  of  Andover  theological  semin^. 
He  had  before  labored  as  settled  jjastor  in  Acworth,  N.  H., 
and  Barre,  Ms.  The  society,  having  been  denied  hy  the 
town  the  use  of  the  Meeting-house  a  part  oi  the  time,  had, 
the  year  previous  to  Mr.  Grosvenor's  settlement,  built  a 
house  at  the  village,  which  was  dedicated  Oct.  29,  1834, 
about  the  time  when  Mr.  Grosvenor  commenced  his  labors 
with  them.  There  was  a  season  of  special  interest  in  1837, 
— 12  uniting  with  the  church  in  connection  with  it.  Among 
these  was  Rev.  Wm.  0.  Whitcomb,  who  has  for  some  vears 
been  the  very  acceptable  pastor  of  the  church  in  Stonenam, 
Ms.  Thirty  two  imited  with  the  church  durii^  Mr.  Gros- 
venor's  ministry — ^24  by  profession^  and  ei^ht  by  letter. — 
There  were  21  baptisms.  Difficulties,  growmg  out  of  a  case 
of  discipline  which  came  before  the  church  the  year  following 
his  installation,  led  to  his  dismission,  Dec.  2, 1840. 

Bev.  Giles  Lyman  commenced  his  labors  with  this  church 
in  Dec.  1840.  He  was  £rom  Shelbume,  Ms.,  is  a  graduate 
of  Amherst  college,  and  of  Andover  theolo^cal  seminaxy, 
and  had  before  been  settled  in  the  ministry  m  Jaffirey.  He 
has  not  been  installed — ^impaired  health  and  the  state  of  the 
society  have  rendered  this  mexpedient.  At  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  his  labors,  the  ,  congregation  was  small,  and  the 
church  divided  and  discouraged.  A  revival  of  religion,  in 
which  the  Methodist  and  Baj^tist  societies  particinated  in 
common  with  the  Congregational,  occurred  in  1842,  the 
effects  of  which  were  very  happy  in  restoring  union,  and 
inspiring  confidence  in  the  churcn.  In  connection  with  this 
revival,  27^  mostlv  youth,  and  these  with  few  exceptions 
children  of  the  church,  united  with  the  church.  A  season 
of  special  interest  was  enjoyed  in  1852, 12  uniting  with  the 
church  in  connection  with  it.  A  ^adual  increase  of  the 
conffl'^ation  seemed  to  render  exp^ent  an  enlargement  of 
the  Meeting-house ;  which  was  carried  into  effect  in  1860. — 
Seventy  two  have  been  added  to  the  church  in  the  fifteen 
years  of  Mr.  Lyman's  connection  mth  it — 49  by  profesaimi, 
and  22  by  letter.  Seventeen  children  have  been  baptised. 
The  present  number  of  the  church,  reckoning  absentees^  of 
whom  there  is  a  considerable  number,  is  97.  There  is  a 
Methodist  society,  formed  about  the  year  1800,  made  up 
partly  from  this  town,  and  partly  fircm  Dublin,  Nelson  and 
Iloxbury,  their  house  of  worship  being  near  the  Dublin  line. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ITELSON.  283 

The  number  of  m^nbers  in  AiU  oommonion  is  75.  There  is 
also  a  Baptist  society^  which  was  organized  in  1837.  Pres- 
ent number  in  the  church,  30. 


MARLOW* 

Was  chartered,  Oct.  7, 1761,  to  William  Noyes  and  sixty 
nine  others  who  resided  principally  in  Lyme,  Conn.  The 
first  town  meeting  was  in  march  1766.  The  people  were 
generally  Baptists.  ^  But  after  a  series  of  years  a  Meetinc- 
house  for  Congregationalists  was  built,  and  occasional  preach- 
ing was  enjoyoL,  and  a  church  of  nine  members  was  formed 
in  1823.  But,  after  a  time,  this  feeble  church  became 
extinct,  by  the  members  uniting  with  the  church  in  New 
Alstead.  Other  churches  have  smce  been  formed  in,  South 
Marlow. 


NELSON. 

Rer.  W.  P.  64LLS.. 

This  place  was  settled  in  1767.  Packersfield  was  its  for- 
mer name,  from  Thomas  Packer,  who  owned  about  half  of  it. 
Its  present  name  was  given  in  June  1819.  Population  in 
1810  was  1076 ;  in  1850,  781. 

The  Congregational  church  was  formed  Jan.  31, 1781,  at 
which  time  Rev.  Jacob  Foster,  a  member,  of  the  church,  was 
installed  pastor.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1754, 
and  had  been  before  setfled  m  the  ministry.  He  was  dis- 
missed Nov.  23, 1791.  He  is  said  to  have  been  in  sentiment 
a  moderate  Calvinist,  and  a  man  of  good  natural  and  ac- 
cftdred  abilities,  and  to  have  sustained  honorably  his  ministe- 
rial office.  During  his  ministry  twenty  seven  were  added  to 
tiie  church.  After  a  few  years  absence  he  returned,  and  died 
here  Dec.  3, 1798,  aged  66. 

Mr.  Foster  was  succeeded  in  his  labors  early  in  the  spring 
of  1793  by  Rev.  Gad  NewelL  Mr.  Newell  was  bom  in  South- 
ington,  Ct.,  Sept.  10, 1763.  He  graduated  at  New  Haven 
in  1786,  and  studied  theoloCT  in  Berlin,  Ct.,  with  John  Smal- 
ley,  D.D.  He  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  this  church  June 
II,  1794,  and  was  dismissed  Sept.  3, 1841. 

During  his  aptive  ministry,  comprising  a  period  of  42 

•flkotch  hf  Z.  8.  BuBtow,  DJ>. 
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years,  there  were  added  to  the  church  tw6  hundred  and  nine- 
ty four — ^fifty  by  letter,  two  hundred  and  thirty  five  by  pro- 
fession. There  were  one  hundred  and  thirty  eight  baptisms, 
fifty  adults  and  eighty  eight  infants.  He  also  joined  three 
hundred  couple  in  marriage,  and  attended  most  of  the  fime- 
rals  that  occurred  in  town,  there  being  five  hundred  and 
twenty  two  deaths  during  this  period. 

Mr.  Newell  has  ever  been  esteemed  by  his  ministerial 
brethren  and  the  church  as  orthodox  in  sentiment,  fall  of 
fidth  and  good  works.  He  still  lives,  and  exerts  an  influence 
for  good  among  this  people.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Newell  died 
Sept.  12, 1840.  His  only  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  John 
Emerson,  missionary  at  the  Sandwich  Islands.  His  only 
surviving  son  is  one  of  the  deacons  of  this  church,  and  is  thie 
joy  and  solace  of  his  father  in  his  declining  days. 

Bev.  Josiah  Ballard  was  installed  as  colleague  with  Mr. 
Newell,  July  12, 1836,  and  was  dismissed  bv  a  council  con- 
vened May  5,  1840.  During  his  ministry  there  were  added 
to  the  church  60 — 42  by  profession,  18  by  letter. 

Mr.  Daniel  French  was  installed  Nov.  3, 1841,  and  was 
dismissed  Sept.  3. 1851.  During  his  ministry  88  were  added 
to  the  churcn — 69  by  profession,  19  by  letter.  There  were 
35  baptisms — 14  adults,  21  children.  Since  the  dismissal 
of  Mr.  French  the  church  in  Nelson  has  been  without  a  set- 
tled minister,  but  have  had  a  stated  supply  most  of  the  time. 
Seven  have  been  added  to  the  church  during  this  time,  one 
by  profession,  six  by  letter.  There  have  oeen  five  in&nt 
baptisms.  In  all  there  have  been  connected  with  the  churdi 
four  hundred  and  ninety  four  members.  It  has  sent  out  two 
colonies ;  one  to  constitute  a  church  in  Boxbury,  and  another 
in  Harrisville.  The  present  number  of  the  church  is  ninety 
four.  They  have  a  new  and  commodious  house  of  worship, 
erected  in  1841.  The  average  number  of  the  congregation 
on  the  Sabbath  is  150.    Bev.  W.  P.  Gkle  now  preadies  here. 


BICHMOND.* 

This  town  was  settled  hv  people  firom  Massadiusetts  and 
Rhode  Island.  It  was  first  granted  Feb.  28,  1752,  to 
Joseph  Blanchard  and  others.  It  has  never  had  a  Gomrth 
gatiofud  church.  There  have  been  two  Baptist  churches, 
and  a  Society  of  Friends,  which  in  1820  was  large. 

•  Skeldi  bf  Z.  8.  Banlow,  D.D.      ^ 
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BmDQS. 

RcT.  A.  W.  BrnurBAM. 

The  fint  flettlemezit  wm  made  in  this  town  in  1752 ;  and 
9^  aarly  as  1760,  m  appears  from  the  records,  measures  were 
taken  to  secure  preacmng.  The  church  was  organized,  it  is 
beheved,  near  the  time  ^  the  ordination  of  the  first  pastor, 
Nov.  1765.  The  original  confession  of  £Etith,  or  coTenant, 
has  not  been  found^  but  the  church  was  evangelical  in  ii» 
piofession,  though  its  practice  in  r^ard  to  household  bap- 
tism, during  the  ministry  of  the  first  pastor,  was  on  tixe  nlan 
of  "  the  hall  way  covenant,"  a  period  of  fifteen  years.  Booi^ 
after  the  settlement  of  the  second  pastor  this  practice  was 
aTx)li8hed,  and  in  process  g£  time  new  articles  oi  &iih  and 
fborm  of  covenant  w^re  adopted,  and  are  still  retained  by  the 
church,  unaltered.  This  form  of  oreed  and  covenant,  it  is 
understood,  was  proposed  by  a  committee  of  the  Monadnock 
Association,  of  which  Bev.  Dr.  Payson  was  the  chairman, 
and  was  at  the  time  adopted,  and  probably  is  still  used,  hj 
nearly  all  the  churches  in  the  Association.  This  church  is 
thorou^y  Calvinistie^  receiving,  as  substantially  according 
to  the  Bible,  the  doctrmes  maintained  by  Edwards,  Dwight. 
Qn&xij  Woods,  and  other  lights  of  the  New  England 
churches.  This  church  has  remained  stead&st,  asking,  not 
foir  some  new  scheme  of  doctrine  or  practice,  but.  for  the 
"old  paths" — ^marked  out  by  the  wora  of  God  and  trod  bv 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers — "has  walked  therein  and  found  r^t. 
Amidst  all  the  changes  and  revolutions  that  have  occurred 
in  the  ministry  and  churches  of  New  England,  and  which 
have  divided  and  laid  waste  so  many  portions  of  our  Zion, 
this  church  has  been  preserved  in  peace.  It  has  never  been 
occupied  in  obtaining  and  dismissing  pastors,  calling  coun- 
cils, altering  creeds  and  forms,  and  seeking  and  Moptii^ 
novelties  in  doctrine  or  practice.  From  the  £sastrous  effects 
of  such  a  course,  this  church  has  been  mercifully  exempted. 
No  schism  has  ever  occurred.  Only  four  times  during  the 
eighty  nine  years  of  its  existence  has  an  ecclesiastical  coun- 
df  been  called  b^  this  church,  and  in  these  instances,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  three  pastors,  and  diRmiflsing  one  of  the 
three.  And  whenever  the  demand  for  ministerial  labor  has 
been  beyooul  the  pastor's  ability  to  meet,  the  ministers  of 
(lurches  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  in  whose  experi^ioe  and 
diseretion  confidence  could  be  placed,  have  at  the  request  of 
thepastor  himself,  kindlv  "come  over  and  helped." 

Under  the  ministry  of  the  first  and  seoona  pastors  it  is 
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not  known  that  any  general  revival  of  reli^on  was  enjoyed ; 
though,  during  the  long  and  faithM  ministrv  of  Bev.  Dr. 
Payson,  the  church  was  greatly  built  up,  enlightened,  estab- 
lished in  sound  doctrine  and  good  practices,  and  many,  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  sequel,  were  added,  and  nourished  up  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Since  the  settlement  of  the  present 
pastor,  ten  seasons  of  special  attention  to  spiritual  thijo^ 
nave  been  enjoyed ;  the  two  most  remarkable  were  in  1822 
and  '42,  those  most  limited  in  extent  and  fruits  were  in 
1847,  '48,  '50  and  '52. 

From  the  votes  on  record  it  is  rendered  very  probable  that 
preaching  was  enjoyed,  occasionally,  at  least,  previous  to  the 
ordination  of  a  pastor.  In  1763  the  town  "unanimoudy 
voted  to  rive  Mr.  Timothy  Walker,  jr.,  a  call  to  settle  wifli 
them  in  tne  gospel  ministry  amongst  them  in  said  township, 
if  he  seeth  fit."  There  is  no  record  of  his  reply^  but  the 
feet  is,  he  did  not  "see  fit"  to  accept  the  invitation.  Mr. 
Walker  is  believed  to  be  the  jgentleman  afterwards  known 
as  the  Hon.  Timothy  Walker  of  Concord,  a  son  of  the  first 
minister  of  that  town,  and  for  many  years  a  judge  of  the 
Court,  and  a  leading  man  in  civil  affairs. 

In  Nov.  6, 1765,  Kev.  Seth  Dean  firom  Killinglvj  Conn., 
was  ordained  the  first  pastor,  and  was  dismissed  m  Sept 
1780,  at  his  own  r^uest ;  but  why  he  made  this  request  is 
not  now  known.  So  fer  as  can  be  ascertained,  Mr.  Dean 
was  sound  in  the  feith,  but  facetious,  and  somewhat  eccen- 
tric. 

Eev.  Seth  Payson,  D.D.,  became  pastor  of  this  church  bjr 
ordination,  Dec.  4,  1782.  He  was  a  native  of  Walpole,  Ms., 
a  son  of  the  minister  of  that  place,  having  two  brothers,  ami 
in  process  of  time,  two  sons,  who  were  ministers.  He  was 
graduated  at  Harvard  university ;  entered  the  ministry  at 
an  earlier  age  than  was  common  at  that  time ;  possessed  a 
clear,  discriminating  mind ;  had  deep  experience  m  spiritual 
things,  and,  while  he  prosecuted  the  work  of  the  ministiy 
with  great  ability  and  faithfulness,  and  secured  in  a  degree, 
unusual,  even  at  that  day,  the  confidence  and  veneration  of 
the  "flock  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  had  made  him  over- 
seer," he  became  one  of  the  leading  ministers  of  his  denomi- 
nation in  the  State^  in  all  ecclesiastical  and  benevolent  con- 
cerns. After  a  lire  of  great  usefulness,  he  died  Feb.  26, 
1820,  aged  62,  having  just  entered  the  thirty  eighth  year  of 
his  mimstry. 

The  present  pastor,  a  native  of  Dunbarton,  son  of  Dea. 
Samuel  Bumham  of  that  place,  and  brother  of  the  late  Rev. 
Dr.  Bumham  of  Pembroke,  graduated  at  Dartmouth  college 
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1815)  pursaed  the  prescribed  ooturcie  of  study  in  tiie  theologi- 
cal seminary.  Andover,  Ms.,  left  that  institution  in  the  claiss 
of  1818,  ana  after  being  employed  in  the  Home  Missionary 
service,  and  first  Principal  of  Pembroke  Academy,  was 
ordained  the  immediate  successor  of  Bev.  Dr.  Payson,  pas- 
tor of  this  church  Nov.  14, 1821, — and  "having  obtained 
help  of  Gtod,  continues  to  this  day.'' 

In  reviewing  the  &cts  above  stated  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  church  has  been  in  existence  ei^hly  nine  years,  has  had 
only  three  pastors ;  the  ministry  of  the  first  was  closed  at 
the  end  of  fifteen  years,  by  dismission  at  his  own  request ; 
that  of  the  second,  of  thirty,  seven  years  continuance,  ceased 
at  the  death  of  the  pastor ;  while  the  third,  at  the  end  of 
thirty  three  years,  is  still  living  and  able  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  pastoral  office.  Thus,  in  eightv  nine  years  this 
church  has  enjoyed  eighty  five  and  a  hali  years  pastoral 
labor — seventy  of  them  by  two  ministers — and  has  been  des- 
titute of  a  pastor  onlv  three  and  a  half  years ;  and  it  may 
be  added,  has  for  the  last  twenty  five  ^ears  been  destitute 
of  preaching  not  more,  probably,  than  six  Sabbaths. 

The  first  and  second  pastors  were  settled  and  supported 
by  the  town.  The  salary  of  Bev.  Mr.  Dean,  the  first  pastor, 
is  not  ascertained  with  accuracy.  Dr.  Payson  received  two 
hundred  pounds  settlement,  as  it  was  c^ed,  and  eighty 
pounds  salary.  This  was  at  length  increased,  till  near  the 
dose  it  was  five  hundred  dollars.  About  the  close  of  Dr. 
Payson's  ministry  a  society  was  formed  for  the  support  of 
the  public  worship  of  God, — the  first,  so  fiir  as  is  mown, 
which  was  organized  in  the  State^under  what  was  called  the 
"Toleration  Act"  of  the  New  Hampshire  L^slature  in 
1819.  By  this  society,  known  by  the  title  of  "The  First 
Congregational  Church  and  Society  in  Bindge,"  the  present 
pastor  was  settled,  and  is  supported.  His  salary  was  at  the 
first,  and  so  remains  unaltered,  9400,  with  the  use  of  the 
parsona^  house  and  land,  valued  probably  at  the  time  of 
Ids  ordination  at  (100  per  annum.  It  is  doubtless  the 
intention  of  the  society  that  the  pastor  shall  receive  J  500 
a  year.  A  fitct  should  here  be  recorded  to  the  praise  of  this 
society,  and  for  an  example  to  others :  The  sauiry,  which  is 
raised  oy  a  tax  on  the  members,  just  as  the  tax  in  the  town 
is  assessed,  has  been  paid  to  the  pastor  in  one  anm  on  the 
pery  day  specified  in  the  contract,  for  thirty  two  years,  with 
the  exception  of  the  years  when  the  day  of  payment  rell  on 
the  Sabbath ;  then,  the  money  has  been  paid  on  the  precede 
ing  day.  The  pastor  has  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  matter 
but  to  receive  the  amount  at  the  hand  of  the  treasurer  and 
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sign  a  receipt  already  prepared ;  and  this  halit  of  the  people 
h^a  produced  such  coimence  titiat  the  pastor  has  felt  for  these 
thirtjr  years  about  as  sure  his  salary  would  come  in  on  the 
appointed  day,  as  that  the  sun  would  rise  on  that  day.  Caa 
another  instance  of  this  kind  be  found  in  the  parishes  of 
New  England  ? 

From  an  examination  made  several  years  since,  the  opin- 
ion is  entertained  by  the  present  pastor,  that  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  this  people  is  to  be  reckoned  attendants  on  public 
worship^  than  in  most  of  the  towns  of  the  State.    The  whole 

E>j)ulation  is  firom  12Q0  to  1300.  There  is  a  Methodist 
piBcopal  society  in  the  place.  In  the  Congr^ational 
church,  the  attendance  ranges  from  150  to  400— averaap, 
275 — according  to  the  weather  and  traveling.  At  the  MetJl- 
odist  chapel  the  attendance  is  from  50  to  150, — aver^,  9C. 
It  is  believed  that  two-thirds^  if  not  three-fourths,  of  thoie 
in  a  condition  to  attend,  are  justly  to  be  regarded  as  churcli 
going  persons.  In  estimating  tne  number,  or  proportion, 
who  attend  public  worship,  it  is  believed  to  be  as  oorzect  a 
method  as  any  that  has  been  adopted,  to  include  all  the 
famUiea  whose  habit  is  to  attend,  and  tnen  the  mmber  of 
individuals  in  those  &milies,  who  generally  are  present  at 
worship.  In  this  way  the  proportion  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion, and  the  average  attendance,  can  be  very  nearbr  asco^ 
tained.  Or,  deduct  £rom  the  population  those  mmiUes. 
whose  habU  is  to  neglect  public  worship.  This  is  believea 
to  be  a  more  correct  and  equitable  mode  than  counting  the 
congregation  on  particular  Sabbaths.  The  prevailing  senti- 
ment BxA  practice  amon^  this  people  is  in  mvor  of  ^'keep- 
ing the  Sabnath,  reverencmg  the  sanctuary,''  rendering  doe 
respect  to  the  ministry,  ana  sustaining  and  attending  the 
public  worship  of  Gk>d.  The  tendencies  and  habits  of  this 
people  are  decidedly  conservative,  but  they  are  as  ready  to 
embcurk,  and,  according  to  their  ability  are  as  liberal,  in  eve- 
ry department  of  Chnstian  benevolence,  as  any  otner  con- 
gregation in  the  State.  The  average  yearly  amount  of 
monies  contributed  in  the  First  Congre^tional  Church  and 
Society  cannot  well  be  ascertained, — ^proDably.  not  far  from 
^400.  The  following  statements  will  i^ow  the  additions  to 
the  church,  baptisms,  &c.:  Dunne  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
Dean  £rom  1765  to  1780  were  added  chiefly,  it  is  supposed, 
by  letter,  85.  In  the  interval  between  his  dismission  and 
the  ordination  of  his  successor,  2.  In  Dr.  Payson's  ministiy 
from  1782  to  1820,  229— maldng  the  whole  number  added 
in  the  ministry  of  both,  316.  Imring  the  present  ministry 
firom  1821  to  1854,  have  been  added  by  protession^  446 ;  by 
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letter,  88 ;  totals  530.  Wkoh  nnni^  from  the  begimii]^ 
845.  Present  number,  255.  Whole  numljer  of  baptisms, 
1327.  Deaths  in  the  town  since  the  present  ministry  com* 
menced,  67$— of  church  members,  140.  The  presentpastor 
htm  probably  aitten4^  ^  the  town  600  funerals,  and  solem- 
nized 241  marriages.  !^ht  men  have  entered  the  Congre- 
gational ministry,  ap(jL  th^  the  Baptist  ministry,  from  this 
tovn. 


ROXBUBy.<* 

This  town  ^a^  originally  p^  of  Nelson,  Marlborough,  and 
Keene.  It  was  incorporated  in  1812  by  the  Legislature. 
The  Congregational  church  was  formed  Aug.  15, 1816.  An4 
the  Bev.  Christopher  Paige,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in 
1784,  and  who  had  been  before  settled,  was  installed  pastor 
Kov.  21. 1816.  But,  as  difficulties  arose,  he  was  dismissed 
March  2,  1819.  From  that  time  to  1837  the  church  was 
without  a  pastor ;  but  for  the  most  part  it  had  the  means  of 
grace.  The  Bev.  Alanson  Bawson,  who  had  first  labored 
there  as  an  evangelist,  was  installed  pastor  in  May  1837. 
As  his  fitmily  was  increasing  and  he  could  not  live  on  his 
salary,  he  took  a  dismission  May  3, 1842.  He  afterwards 
labored  successftdly  in  Southborough,  Ms.,  and  in  New  Bos- 
ton, N.  H.,  but  is  now  disabled. 

Jan.  1, 1843,  the  Bev.  Ezra  Adams  commenced  his  labors 
among  them,  and  continued  about  six  years,  till  he  had  a  call 
to  settle  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  Gilsum.  The  Bev.  Beza- 
leel  Smith,  ft  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1825,  and  who  had 
been  settled  m  Mont  Vemon,  commenced  nis  labors  at 
Boxbury  when  Mr.  Adi^ms  left.  He  continued  till  he  was 
ii^vited  to  settle  at  New  Al^tead  in  1852.  Since  that  time 
the  Bev.  S.  H.  Tolman,  ^  graduate  of  Brown  university  in 
1811^  and  who  has  been  settled  in  various  places,  labored 
with  them  ft  year.  Moie  recently  they  have  had  little 
preaching.  The  whole  number  that  ever  belopged  to  that 
church  is  107.  The  present  number  is  but  40.  Population 
in  1820,  366  J  1x^1850,260. 


8T0DDABD.* 

IUt.  J.  8.  Oat. 

This  town  wa^  formerly  called  "  Limerick."    But  at  its 
incorporation  Nov.  4, 1774,  it  was  named  ^m  Col.  Samson 

*  Sketch  by  Z.  8.  Bmnlow,  D  J). 
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Stoddard,  of  Chesterfield,  to  whom  with  others  it  had  been 
granted.  It  began  to  be  settled  in  1769.  The  Congrega- 
tional church  was  formed  by  a  council  composed  of  delates 
from  Keene,  Dublin,  and  JaflErey,  Sept.  4, 1787,  consisting 
of  seven  members.  In  September  1791  this  church  gave  Mr. 
Solomon  Adams  a  call  to  settle  as  pastor,  but  he  was  not 
settled.  Oct.  15, 1793,  the  Rev.  Abishai  Colton,  a  graduate 
of  Yale  in  1783,  was  ordained  pastor.  But  he  was  dismissed 
October  1796.    He  died  in  Vermont,  Jan.  12, 1823. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Robinson,  D.D»  was  their  next  pastor, 
who  was  ordained  Jan.  5,  1803.  He  had  not  the  privilege 
of  a  collegiate  education.  But  he  received  an  honorary  Mas- 
ter's degree  from  Dartmouth  in  1838,  and  that  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity  in  1847.  He  was  very  able,  learned,  and  fidthffal. 
He  had  few  superior  to  him  in  the  Hebrew  ana  Greek  of  the 
Scriptures.  He  died  in  July  1854,  in  the  fiftv  second  year 
of  his  ministry,  the  very  next  Sabbath  after  he  had  preached 
a  farewell  sermon  to  his  church  and  people  and  administered 
the  communion.  Rev.  Joshua  S.  Qa^y  now  labors  here.  The 
church  is  45  in  number.  Population  in  1820, 1203 ;  in  1850, 
1105. 


SULLIVAN. 

R«T.  T.  8.  NOETOR. 

The  town  of  Sullivan  was  formed  from  the  towns  of  Nel- 
son, (formerly  Packersfield,)  Stoddard,  Gilsum  and  Keene. 
It  was  incorporated  Sept.  27th,  1787.  It  took  its  name 
from  Gov.  Jonn  Sullivan  whopresented  the  town  a  book  in 
which  to  keep  the  records.  The  early  settlers  were  enter- 
prising^ moral,  and  some  of  them  Cnristian  people  ;  bat, 
Deing  few  and  feeble,  little  was  done  for  the  nrst  few  years 
to  establish  the  gps^l.  In  1790  the  town  voted  to  raise  £  5. 
for  preaching.  Their  acts  of  holy  worship  were  performea 
in  a  bam  until  1791,  when  a  smdl  house  was  erected  upon 
a  hill  and  "  the  people  went  up  to  worship"  tiiiere.  This 
year  £,  6,  and  the  next  £,  15  were  raised  for  jweaching.  The 
church  was  also  organized  this  year  on  the  I7th  of  October, 
consisting  of  22  members.  The  last  of  these  members  died 
the  past  year.  In  1795  the  town  took  measures  in  r^;ard 
to  the  settlement  of  a  minister ;  but  at  another  meeting  the 
same  year  the  subjebt  was  postjponed.  They  increase  the 
sum  raised  for  preaching  from  year  to  year.  In  1797  £  40 
were  voted,  ana  Bev.  WiUiam  Muzzy  was  hired  for  six  Sab- 
baths on  probation.     The  town  gave  him  a  call  to  settle. 
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which  was  accepted.  The  town  promised  Mr.  Muzzy  9  500 
as  a  settlement  to  be  laid  out  in  building  a  house  for  him  ;  also, 
"  to  give  him  for  his  annual  salary  £  65,  and  to  add  40  shil- 
lings per  year  until  it  amounts  to  £  75,  and  thirty  five  cords 
of  wood/'  He  was  to  have  three  Sabbaths  in  a  year  to  visit 
his  friends.  They  appropriated  J40  to  defray  the  charges  of 
the  ordaining  council.  He  was  ordained  Feb.  6, 1798.  ^He 
was  a  graduate  of  Hanover  in  1793.  He  was  pastor  of  the 
church  about  twenty  nine  years.  Was  dismissed  May  22d, 
1827.  He  removed  to  Lexington,  Ms,  where  he  remained  till 
he  died. 

In  1801  the  town  took  up  the  subject  of  building  a  new 
Meeting-house.  The  old  one  was  so  small  that  many  were 
obliged  to  be  outside  hearers,  and  sat  upon  the  grass  under 
the  open  windows  during  the  exercises  ;  for  the  first  few 
years  after  the  town  was  incornorated,  they  had  preaching 
only  in  the  summer  season.  The  town  found  much  difficul- 
ty m  locating  the  new  house  ;  meeting  after  meeting  was 
held  ;  votes  were  passed  and  re-considered  eight  diSerent 
times,  before  a  spot  was  finally  fixed  upon.  Two  commit- 
tees from  out  of  town  were  called  in.  Finally  the  town 
voted  that  the  decision  of  the  second  committee  should  be 
binding  and  end  the  dispute  in  regard  to  the  spot.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  set  up  the  frame,  and  to  provide  as 
many  dinners  as  the  master  workman  thought  it  necessary 
to  have  men  to  raise  the  house,  and  liquor  sufficient  for 
raising,  which  is  said  to  have  been  a  barrel.  Voted,  that  Mr. 
Muzzy  offer  prayer  at  the  frame  before  the  house  was  raised. 
Prayers  and  Liquor !  In  this  day  we  dispense  with  the 
Uquor,  and  do  we  not,  in  too  many  instances,  leave  out  the 

Srayer  where  they  would  have  offered  it  ?  The  house  was 
edicated  Dec.  29, 1808,  and  stood  about  forty  years,  when 
the  First  Congregational  Society  (formed  June  6th,  1827,) 
erected  the  present  house  which  was  dedicated  Dec.  7, 1848. 
The  old  house  is  now  a  neat  and  commodious  town  house. 

The  next  ]jastor  was  Bev.  Josiah  Peabody,  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  m  1825.  He  was  settled  Nov.  5th,  1828, 
remained  pastor  a  little  less  than  one  year,  was  dismissed 
Oct.  2l8t,  1829,  has  since  preached  in  various  places,  and 
now  resides  in  this  town.  The  next  pastor,  Kev.  Josiah 
Wright,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1809,  was  settled  here 
May  22d,  1834--dismissed  April  28, 1840.  The  next  pas- 
tor, Bev.  Alanson  Alvord,  was  settled  Feb.  24,  1842 — dis- 
missed May  18, 1844. 

The  present  pastor.  Rev.  Thomas  8.  Norton,  a  graduate 
of  Amherst  in  1840^  was  settled  Feb.  4, 1846,  and  preached 
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17  months  previoiui  to  settlement.  Thns^  tliis  cliqrch  has 
had  five  pastors ;  four  of  ihem  are  still  living.  The  church 
and  society,  fiom  all  that  we  can  learn,  have  not  dismisftRd 
their  ministers  without  good  and  sufficient  reasons  on  their 
part.  Before  t^e  settkment  of  the  first  pastor,  various 
mdividuals  sup^ied  the  pulpit.  The  names  we  have  heard 
mentioned,  are  Lawrence,  Brown,  WooUj,  Cotton,  Kftyidall, 
Kendall  and  Stone.  Of  those  who  supphed  during  the  inter* 
vals  between  the  settlement  of  pastors,  we  mention  Oh^p, 
Eaton,  Whitney,  Bradford,  Job  Cushman  and  Spencer  fi. 
Clark.  The  latter  was  a  candidate  for  settlement  in  1844^ 
but  died  of  quick  consumption  the  same  year.  The  society 
have  no  parsonage.  A  place,  however,  is  owned  by  two  mem- 
bers of  the  church  and  reserved  for  their  minister.  The 
amount  annually  given  for  benevolent  purposes  abroad  is 
about  one  himdred  dollars.  A  Baptist  society  was  formed 
in  1808.  The  churcli  now  numbers  54  members.  For  sev- 
eral years  the  society  worshiped  in  town,  but  now  meet  in 
Gilsum.  There  is  now  but  one  public  meeting  maintained 
in  town  on  the  Sabbath.  The  average  attendance  on  public 
worship  is  about  130.  The  whole  number  of  church  members 
firom  tne  beginning,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  275— 
the  present  number  is  110.  The  whole  number  of  baptisms 
firom  the  beginning  is  440, — ^infent  baptisms  406.  Five  men 
have  been  furnish^  for  the  ministry  from  this  town.  The 
first  season  of  specicU  rel^ous  interest  in  town  was  in  1831, 
when  several  were  hoperaJly  converted  and  added  to  the 
church.  There  was  a  general  interest  throughout  the  town. 
Bev.  Job  Cushman  was  then  here.  In  1838,  Hxq  chuidx 
was  again  revived,  and  some  were  converted.  In  1848. 
there  was  quite  an  interest  for  a  time.  A  few  ezpressea 
hope  and  were  added  to  the  church.  In  1853,  the  church 
were  again  refredied  by  the  outpouring  of  GKxi's  Spirit. — 
This  last  revival  was  perhaps  ^AfruUfm  as  any  that  has  beeu 
enjoyed.  The  work  was  quite  general  through  the  town. 
The  converts  were  mostly  yoimg  people,  with  a  few  middle 
aged  and  heads  of  fitmihes.  About  30  were  added  to  the 
cnurch  as  the  fruits  of  the  revival,  which  was  characterized 
by  great  stiUness.  It  was  emphatically  the  ^^  stiU  smaU 
voice"  The  work  was  very  graducd  and  continued  for  sev- 
eral months.  A  number  of  active  and  promising  youxi^ 
men  were  brought  into  the  church~-some  of  whom,  it  is 
hoped,  will  prepare  for  the  ministry.  This  town  is  distin* 
^uished  for  the  stability,  enterprise  and  morality  of  its  inhab* 
Ubanta.  This  m^y  be  attributed  perhaps  chiefly  to  three 
causes :  Ist^  to  its  being  a  fiuming  population  :  2d2  to  its 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


SWANZBY.  293 

not  being  cursed  with  rum  shops,  and  having  no  public  house 
or  place  of  resort  for  young  or  old  men  to  congregate  and 
corrupt  each  other :  and  thirdly,  the  inhabitants  have  not 
been  disturbed  by  the  various  isms  of  the  day,  so  that  order 
and  quietness  prevail.  The  church  members  are  fer  more 
active,  and  the  morals  of  the  people  much  better  now,  than 
they  were  forty  years  ago. 


SUKEY.* 

This  town  was  taken  off  from  GHDisum  and  Westmoreland. 
It  was  settled  by  Peter  Hayward  and  others  in  1764.  It 
was  incorporated  March  9,  1769 ;  deriving  its  name  from 
Surry  in  England.  The  Congregational  church  was  formed 
June  12,  1769,  consisting  of  fifteen  members.  The  Rev. 
David  Darling,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1779,  was  ordained 
Jan.  18, 1781  as  its  first  minister.  He  was  dismissed  Dec. 
30, 1783  ;  "  d^icuittes  having  arisen  on  accotmt  of  a  mar- 
riage."  Mr.  Darling  afterward  lived  in  Keene,  and  died 
respected  in  1835,  ag^  82  years.  Rev.  Perley  Howe,  a  grad- 
uate of  Dartmouth  in  1790,  was  ordained  Sept.  16, 1795, 
and  continued  pastor  till  1837,  when  the  church  was  re-or- 
ganized on  the  original  platform,  Mr.  Howe  homng  departed 
from  it.  The  Rev.  Qtiraner  S.  Brown  (vide  Hinsdale)  labor- 
ed for  a  while  with  this  church  after  its  organization.  After 
faim  the  Rev.  Ezra  Adams,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  in  1835, 
was  ordained  pastor  in  May  1840.  He  was  dismissed  in 
November  1841.  (vide  notes  on  Gilsum.)  Various  others 
have  been  eniployed  from  time  to  time  ;  but  they  are  sop- 
ited by  the  Metnodists  in  part.  The  church  numbers  four- 
teen members.    Population  in  1820,  570 ;  in  1850,  556. 


SWANZEY. 

RtT.  ButHA  ROCKWOOO. 

It  appears  by  authentic  records,  that  this  town  -^as  first 
granted  bjr  Massachusetts  to  64  proprietors  in  1733,  whose 
firet  meeting  was  in  Concord,  Ms.,  June  27, 1734,  and  tihe 
town  was  styled  Lower  Ashudot.  After  th«  divisional  line 
was  ran  it  was  gnmted  by  New  Hampshire,  July  2, 1753,  to 
62  proprietors.    It  ihefu  leodved  its*  present  name.    As  td 

*'8keteli  bf  Z.  8.  BmrtKnr,  D.n. 
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the  character  of  th^  first  settlers  little  is  known,  except  that, 
in  the  formation  of  the  church  and  soon  after,  members  are 
recorded  as  coming  from  several  of  the  best  towns  in  Massa- 
chusetts. The  Congregational  church  was  organized  Nov.  4, 
1741.  The  church  covenant  was  then  signed  by  the  pastor 
and  12  other  men,  in  accordance  with  Cambridge  platform, 
and  the  Eev.  Timothy  Harrington  was  ordained.  March  26, 
1745,  the  pastor's  house  was  burnt  by  the  Indians,  and  with 
it  the  church  records.  But  such  things  and  votes  as  were 
distinctly  recollected  and  considered  important  to  be  pre- 
served, were  afterwards  recorded,  and  confirmed  by  vote  of 
the  church.  The  inhabitants  suffered  much  from  the  hostil- 
ity of  the  Indians,  and  in  1747  they  abandoned  the  town, 
burying  in  the  ground  man^  heavy  articles  of  furniture. — 
The  writer  has  seen  a  Bible  m  the  hands  of  Elijah  Belding, 
Esq.  which  is  said  to  have  been  buried  under  a  brass  kettle. 
During  their  absence  all  the  buildings  in  the  place,  save  one, 
were  burned.  The  church,  however^  was  not  disbcmded ;  for 
it  appears  on  record,  that  they  met  m  Brookfield,  Ms.,  Sept. 
14,  1748,  and  again  by  adjournment  in  Rutland^  ONst.  11, 
1748,  to  consider  and  act  upon  the  re(|uest  of  their  pastor, 
Bev.  Timothy  Harrington,  to  give  him  a  dismission  and 
testimonials,  recommending  him  to  the  church  in  Lancaster, 
where  he  was  afterwa^rds  settled.  His  request  was  granted 
on  his  relinquishing  all  claim  to  any  arrearages  of  salary,  and 
forever  after,  also,  nis  claim  to  the  first  minister's  right  of 
land  in  Lower  Ashuelot.  Rev.  T.  Harrington,  by  his  will, 
gave  to  this  church  money  for  the  purchase  of  a  silver  cup  as 
a  token  of  affectionate  remembrance.  Said  cup  cost  915.35. 
During  his  ministry  in  this  town,  including  the  original 
members,  45  were  admitted  to  full  communion,  19  de  novo^ 
and  26  from  15  other  churches.  Baptisms  20.  At  a  churcb 
meeting  held  for  the  purpose  Jan.  5,  1745,  Timothy  Brown 
and  Jonathan  Hammond  were  chosen  deacons,  and  Oct.  2, 
1845,  they  accepted  and  were  constituted  such.  At  this 
time  also  a  vote  passed,  requiring  members  of  other  churches 
residing  among  them  to  bring  ktters  of  dismission  and  re- 
commendation within  one  year,  for  failure  of  which,  without 
an  accepted  reason,  they  should  be  debarred  from  communion. 
Oct.  4, 1753,  the  towns  of  Keene  and  Swanzey,  (formerly 
Upper  and  Lower  Ashuelot,)  united  in  the  support  of  gospel 
ordinances,  and  unanimoudy  agreed  to  be  one  religious 
society,  bearing  the  expenses  equally,  for  three  years.  The 
churohes  of  these  two  towns  met  at  tiie  school  house  in 
Swanzey,  April  21, 1753,  and  subscribed  to  the  church  cov- 
enant, thus  forming  one  church;  21  male  members  thus 
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S'ving  their  sknatares.  and  tlie  pastoral  care  of  them  was 
r  ec^esiastical  council  committed  to  Bev.  Ezra  Carpenter. 

ine  churches  were  represented  in  council  at  this  installa- 
tion. The  union  of  these  two  churches  continued  about 
seyen  years.  When  they  sej^arated  the  Bev.  pastor  had  his 
choice  with  which  to  remam^  and  he  preferred  Swanzey. 
Becords  do  not  show  when  he  was  dismissed ;  but  tradition 
says  that  it  was  ^^  about  the  year  1764^  and  by  his  own  re- 
quest and  the  concurrence  of  an  ecclesiastical  council^  and 
tnat  the  council  had  but  Just  left  the  Meeting-house^  which 
stood  on  the  hill  back  of  Esq.  Elijah  Carpenter's  house^  when 
a  tornado  passed  and  turned  the  Meetu^-house  one  quarter 
round,  so  that  it  was  made  to  face  the  east  instead  of  the 
south.  Several  buildings  were  also  unroofed  or  blown  down, 
and  one  of  the  council  md  a  horse  killed  at  the  time.''  Per- 
haps the  consternation  was  so  great,  that  a  record  of  the  dis- 
mission was  forgotten.  Moreover,  the  records  now  extant 
made  prior  to  that  time  are  stated  to  have  been  copied  from 
the  oM  hooky  and  attested  to  as  a  true  copy  by  Bev.  E.  God- 
dard,  Mr.  Carpenter's  successor  in  office,  and  the  record  of 
dismission  might  have  been  overlooked  and  the  old  book 
destroyed.  During  Bev.  Mr.  Carpenter's  ministry  35  were 
admitted  to  full  communion,  and  126  were  baptized.  Salary 
^100.  Before  the  next  ordmation  57  baptisms  were  admin- 
istered by  other  hands. 

The  Bev.  Edward  (Joddard,  from  Shrewsbury,  Ms.,  was 
ordained  in  Swanzey,  Sept.  27, 1769.  Six  churches  by  their 
pastors  and  delegates  were  represented  in  council,  but  no 
mention  is  made  of  the  individuals  who  took  part  in  the 
exercises.  But  the  pastor  states,  by  "  N.  B.,  tlmt  the  set- 
tlement was  founded  upon  the  Cambridge  platform,  as  it  is 
generally  received  and  practiced  m>on  by  New  England 
churches."  During  the  Bev.  E.  Goddard's  ministry  the 
Bevolutionary  war  occurred,  and  he,  like  many  others,  had 
some  difficulty  in  obtaining  his  salary,  which  was  stipulated 
at  £100  and  some  land.  There  were  also  several  cases  of 
discipline,  and  his  situation  became  so  embarrassing  that  he 
askea  for  a  coimcil  and  dismission,  if  deemed  c^visable, 
which  was  concurred  in,^  and  his  dismission  took  place  July 
5, 1798.  During  his  ministry  of  nearly  29  years,  100  mem- 
bers were  admitted  to  full  communion  de  novOy  and  56  from 
other  churches,  and  405  baptisms  were  administered.  The 
baptismal  or  half  way  covenant,  as  it  is  called,  was  then  in 
practice.  In  their  subs^uent  destitution  of  a  settled  pastor 
12  were  admitted  to  tiie  church,  and  24  baptized. 

The  Bev.  Clark  Brown,  a  graduate  of  mrvard  1797,  and 
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who  had  been  dismissed  fifom  Brinifield.  Ms.,  began  to  mip- 
ply  the  pulpit  in  Swanzey,  Auff.  21, 1808,  and  was  installed 
JSept.  5, 18lO.  He  professedly  became  an  Ei)i8coi)aliaii^  and 
attempted  to  render  the  church  such,  but  fiiiling  in  this  at* 
tempt,  his  connection  was  dissolved  by  mutual  council,  Oct. 
1, 1815.  During  his  ministry  49  were  admitted  to  full  com- 
munion, and  82  were  baptized.  Salary  J  400.  He  was  A 
man  of  popular  talent,  but  unstable.  In  the  interim  be- 
tween his  dismission  and  the  next  ordination  seven  were  ad- 
mitted, and  10  bantized.  The  Kev.  Joshua  Chandler,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  1804.  was  ordained  Jan.  20, 1819,  and 
dismissed  by  council  at  ms  own  request,  Nov.  26,  1822. 
During  his  ministry  nine  were  admitted  to  communion,  and 
23  baptized.  His  salary  was  ?400.  In  the  interim  between 
his  dismission  and  the  next  installation  two  were  admitted 
to  church  fellowship.  The  number  of  the  church  from  the 
first  is  417,  and  the  baptisms  707. 

The  Rev.  Ebenezer  Colman,  a  graduate  of  Brown  in  1815, 
was  installed  pastor  of  this  church  May  23, 1827.  During 
his  ministry  26  were  admitted  to  the  church,  and  22  were 
baptized.  As  the  Universalists  claimed  the  Meeting-house 
a  portion  of  the  time,*  the  church,  pastor,  and  those  who 
worshiped  with  them,  had  freg[uentljr  to  resort  to  a  school 
house  or  private  hall  for  worship,  which  was  so  annoying  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Colman,  and  the  society  not  feehng  able  or 
ready  to  build  a  new  house  according  to  his  request,  he 
asked,  and  by  council  obtained  a  dismission,  July  1,  1834. 
He  was  a  man  of  evangelical  sentiments,  and  a  good  pastor. 
Salary  9300,  and  30  cords  of  wood.  After  his  dismission, 
and  liefore  the  present  pastor  was  installed,  22  were  admitted 
to  the  church,  and  16  were  baptized.  All  the  pastors  shove 
mentioned  were  dismissed,  and  recommended  as  in  good 
standing  in  the  ministry. 

The  Kev.  Elisha  Rockwood,  a  graduate  of  DartmouA 
1802,  and  pastor  of  the  orthodox  church  in  Westborough, 
Ms.,  for  twenty  six  and  one  third  years^  was  installed  in 
Swanzey  Nov.  16, 1836,  soon  after  the  bnck  Meeting-house 
was  built.  Since  his  settlement  to  the  present  period,  (So- 
^mber,  1854,)  54  have  been  received  to  the  church,  and  62 
baptized — 18  adults  and  44  infimts.  Salaiy  9400:  he  has 
annually  relinquished  975  since  1846.  It  does  not  appear 
that  there  has  ever  been  any  veir  general  revival  of  reugion 
in  the  town,  though  there  have  been  many  seasons  of  more 
than  ordinary  attention  to  the  subject,  and  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  town  something  like  revivals  have  been  experi- 
enced among  both  the  Oongregatioiialists  and  the  Baptists. 
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But  both  these  societies  put  together,  at  the  present  time, 
would  not  make  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants.  The  aver^ 
attendance  on  public  worship  in  both  these  churches,  which 
are  nearly  equal  in  numbers,  cannot  be  more  than  250.  Not 
more  than  one  sixth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  can 
be  considered  as  belon^ng  to  this  parish.  .  Compared  with 
40  years  ago,  aged  peo^e  say  there  is  great  improvement  in 
the  general  ^sp^*  of  society,  much  less  open  wickedness  and 
profanity.  The  Temperance  reform  has  doubtless  had  great 
mfluence  in  correcting  many  evils,  but  much  more  needs  to 
be  done.  Contributions  to  benevolent  societies  in  this  parish 
annuidly  average  about  9100. 


TROY. 

Rev.  LuTBim  TowHtBiix). 

The  town  of  Troy  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1815, 
made  up  of  portions  of  the  towns  of  Marlborough,  Swanzey, 
Richmond  and  Fitzwilliam.  The  inhabitants,  Uvin^  in  their 
respective  towns  at  a  distance  from  a  house  of  worship,  were, 
a  portion  of  them,  not  church  going,  and  there  ¥»s  much 
intemperance  and  immorality  in  other  respects.  The  Sab- 
bath was  a  day  for  pleasure  or  labor,  and  tne  present  gener- 
ation is  suffering  on  this  accoimt.  A  house  of  worship  was 
erected  the  year  previous  to  the  incorporation  of  the  town, 
and  became  subject  to  its  control.  Sept.  14^  1815^  a  Con- 
firegational  church  was  organized  by  a  council  consisting  of 
Rev.  H.  Fish  of  Marlborough,  Rev.  John  Sabin  of  Fitzwil- 
Kam,  and  Rev.  E.  Rich,  an  evangelist.  Ten  men  and  their 
wives,  in  the  presence  of  this  council,  subscribed  to  an  agree- 
ment of  fellowship,  and  having  adopted  articles  of  faith  and 
a  covenant,  publicly  assented  to  these  before  the  council. 

Bev.  Ezelael  Rich,  a  ffraduate  of  Brown  university  1808, 
was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church — ^installed  Dec.  20, 1815. 
The  town  was  a  party  in  the  contract  with  Mr.  Rich.  His 
Bastoral  relation  was  sustained  till  July  18, 1818.  The  res- 
idence of  Mr.  Rich  was  in  Troy  till  1845,  and  after  his  dis- 
mission he  supplied  the  pulpit  for  short  periods  for  several 
years  when  no  other  minister  was  employed.  He  died  of 
paralysis  a  short  time  'since  at  Deep  Kiver,  Conn.  After 
1819  the  town  raised  nothing  for  preaching,  and,  for  two  or 
three  years  before,  only  the  members  of  the  Conereffational 
society  were  taxed.  Afl«r  the  removal  of  Mr.  Kicn,  Rev. 
8eth  £.  Winslow  was  employed  as  a  stated  supply  by  the 
20 
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church  and  societY  about  three  years  from  sometime  iu  182& 
—Rev.  0.  C.  Whitoa  from  Sept  1824,  to  Dec.  X827.  He  waa 
invited  to  become  pastor^  but  dediued.  Rev.  Messrs.  Pea* 
bod^,  Pittman  and  JBrwii^  were  employed  for  short  periods. 

June  14, 1829,  Rev.  Stephen  Morse,  a  graduate  of  Dart- 
mouth 1821,  commenced  preaching,  and  was  installed  as  the 
second  pastor  of  the  church,  Aug.  26,  1829.  Rev.  Z.  S. 
Barstow,  D.D.  of  Keene  preached  the  sermon.  Mr.  Morse 
continued  pastor  till  Jan.  31, 1833.  Previous  to  Mr.  Morse's 
ministry  in  Troy,  there  were  some  in  the  Congregational 
society  who  were  desirous  of  preaching  of  a  more  liberal 
character  and  had  decided  to  oppose  the  settlement  of  anotii- 
er  orthodox  minister ;  but  the  circumstances  were  such  that 
none  could  very  strenuously  object  to  the  installation  of  Mr. 
Morse.  The  element  referred  to  above  did  not,  however, 
sleep,  and  this,  together  with  the  action  of  Mr.  Morse  in 
favor  of  Temperance,  which  dissatisfied  some,  occasioned  the 
withdrawal  of  quite  a  number  from  the  society,  and  so 
diminished  the  amount  of  support,  that  the  dissolution  of 
the  pastoral  relation  was  the  r€^t.  After  this  the  desire 
for  anti-orthodox  preaching  became  stronger,  and  conmiit* 
tees  were  secured  who  wouM  provide  such  preaching.  Rev. 
Mr.  Sweet  was  emnloved  in  the  npring  of  1833,  whom  the 
church,  after  four  ^  Sabnaths,  voted,  nem.  coi^,  not  to  concur 
with  the  society  in  employing ;  and  about  this  time  the 
church,  sei>arate  from  the  society,  negotiated  for  supplies. — 
Rev.  L.  Ainsworth^  of  Jaffirey,  preached  several  babbaths 
in  the  summer  of  1833,  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Crosby^  who  was 
afterwards  colleague  wekot  with  Mr.  Ainsworth  m  Jaffiey^ 
preached  eight  SaDbakns  in  the  autumn. 

Dec.  16^  1833,  a  aew  society  was  or^ndzed  by  the  name 
of  the  Trinitarian  CongrepUional  Society  of  Troy,  ocnnpos* 
ed  mostly  of  members  of  the  church ;  and  in  connection  with 
this  society  the  church  has  sLoce  acted  in  sustaining  the 
institutions  of  the  gospel.  As  the  old  society  occasionallr 
had  preaching,  and  occupied  the  Meeting-house,  the  church 
and  new  society  were  obliged  to  worship  in  a  private  dwell- 
ing, or  in  the  schod  house  which  was  after  a  tune  ftimished 
by  the  Center  schodl  district.  In  1834-5  a  new  Meeiioff- 
house  was  built  b^  the  church  Mid  society.  They  had  on^ 
occasicmal  preaching  till  Sept.  1835.  Rev.  J.  D.  Fams- 
worth,  who  has  recently  deceased  at  Bridgewater,  M^a., 
preached  ten  Sabbaths.  Rev.  A.  Snaulding,  now  of  Comidi, 
supplied  eight  Sabbaths.  Rev.  Mr.  Holman  preached  six 
Sabbaths. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  Pomeroy  was  ingtelkd  th^  third  pastor  of 
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ike  chunky  Jm.  6, 183C.  Thk  ralaikm  oontmned  tiH  Feb. 
27,  1844.  Mr.  Pom^poy  afterwards  went  to  Harrbyill0| 
where  he  remained  some  four  yeurs.  He  has  been  for  seyeral 
years  in  Massachusetts. 

Early  in  March  1844,  Mr.  L.  Townsead  was  employed  to 
supply  the  pulpit  seven  Sabbal^.  Daring  tiie  smmner 
and  autumn,  Bev.  S.  S.  Arnold,  formerly  of  Alstead,  par- 
tially supplied  the  pulpit.  Dec.  1.  1844^  Mr.  Townsend 
resumed  his  laborsL  and  March  5,  1846,  was  ordained  to  the 
wnk  of  the  gospel  ministry,  and  installed  the  fourth  pastor 
of  the  churdi  from  its  organization,  and  the  seocmd  <n  the 
Trinitarian  C<Higregationfd  Society. 

The  method  dt  raisine  money  for  the  stq>port  of  the  ^oth 
pel  has  been,  uniformly,  by  subscription  since  the  new  society 
was  organized.  Afber  the  settlem^ot  of  Mr.  Morse  in  1829^ 
aasistanoe  was  obtained  from  the  New  Hampshire  Missiona- 
ry Society,  and  continued  through  the  mdnistry  of  Mr.  Pom- 
mj.  When  Mr.  Townsend  was  ordained,  he  consented  to 
take  up  with  950  less  per  annum  as  salary,  and  on  these 
oonditions  the  church  and  society  decided  to  assume  the 

Kyment  of  the  whole.  This  church  and  congr^ation  has, 
wever,  suffered  within  a  few  years,  fix)m  death  ainl  emi- 
sration,  so  that  it  may  very  soon  become  again  a  missionary 
fidd.  This  is  not  yet  a  temperate  people ;  though  BXk  evi- 
dmt  improvement  is  visible  compared  with  the  period  when 
ilie  town  was  incorporated,  still,  the  gospel  has  not  made 
conquests  here  such  as  are  seen  in  some  phoes.  About  one- 
fbiirth  of  the  population  are  represented  in  the  ortiiodox 
congregation,  which  averages  over  100  per  Sabbath.  The* 
wh^e  number  of  church  members  from  tl^  besitming  ia 
168.  The  present  number  is  64.  There  have  oe&i  158 
infant  baptisms.  Benevolent  contributions  from  the  church 
and  congregation  average  9100  j)er  annum.  There  is  a  Oid- 
vinist  &ptist  church  and  societjr^  which  has  a  neat  brick 
Meeting-house,  and  regular  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  The 
Ittoprietors  of  the  first  Meeting-house  built  in  Troy  have 
9ola  out  their  ri^t  to  the  town,  and  the  house  is  now  exdu- 
dvely  owned  by  the  town  and  occupied  oidy  as  a  Town 
house. 


WALPOLB. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Stow. 


This  was  called  ^'  Oreat  Fall''  ori^paUy.    The  settlanent 
b^l^  in  1749— granted  to  CoL  Benjamin  Bellows  and  sixty 
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one  others,  hj  the  government  of  New  Hampdiire.  CoL 
Bellows  was  often  amidst  dan^rs  from  the  St.  Francis  tribe 
of  Indians.  On  one  occasion  m  his  absence  thej  took  the 
Fort.  On  his  return,  he  opposed  fifty  Indians  with  twenty 
men  and  recovered  the  Fort  without  losing  a  man.  Bev. 
John  Kilbum  was  minister  in  1749.  But  uttle  is  known  of 
him.  J 

The  Rev.  Jonathan  Leavitt,  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1758, 
was  ordained  over  the  Congregational  church  in  1761.  He 
was  dismissed  in  1763,  but  for  what  reason  is  not  known. 
Rev.  Thomas  Fessenden  followed  him.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  in  1758,  and  was  settled  in  January  1767.  He 
died  May  9th,  1813^  i^ed  74.  His  sentiments  if  we  may 
indge  of  them  by  his  "Science  and  Sanctity"  were  tea  from 
being  orthodox.  The  Rev.  Pliny  Dickinson,  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  in  1798,  was  ordained  colleague  witn  Mr.  Fes- 
senden March  6th,  1805.  He  was  dismii^ed  April  13, 1831, 
for  reasons  that  do  not  appear  in  the  records.  Me  died  not 
long  after.  At  the  time  of  his  dismission  there  was  a  divi- 
sion in  the  church.  They  no  longer  worshiped  together  as 
a  town. 

Mr.  Edwin  Jennison  was  the  next  minister.  He  was  a 
native  of  this  place— was  a  graduate  of  Andover  theolo^cal 
seminary — ^was  ordained  Aug.  16,  1831 — was  dismissed 
March  18th,  1835,  on  account  of  ill  health  At  the  time  of 
his  settlement  the  church  was  small  and  the  society  feeble. 
They  had  many  and  great  obstacles  to  contend  with.  Dur- 
ing his  ministry  there  was  a  revival,  and  the  church  consid- 
erably increased  in  numbers.  He  was  followed  bv  Rev. 
B.  B.  Beckwith,  late  of  Athol,  Ms.,  who  was  installed  by 
the  same  council  that  dismissed  his  predecessor.  He  only 
remained  with  the  people  about  ten  months — ^was  dismisaed 
Jan.  5.  1836.  From  this  time  to  Sept^iber  1837,  Kev. 
S.  S.  Arnold  preached  as  stated  supply. 

Rev.  Abraham  Jackson  was  instidled  Jan.  10th,  1838— 
was  dismissed  Jan.  6th,  1845,  at  his  own  request.  He  was 
followed  bv  Rev.  E.  H.  Barstow,  who  was  ordained  Aug.  6th, 
1846— and  dismissed  Dec.  30th,  1851.  The  same  day.  Rev. 
A.  Goldsmith  was  installed  in  his  place.  Mr.  Ooldsmith 
was  dismissed  March  7th,  1853.  From  this  time  to  Jan. 
31,  1855,  the  church  was  without  any  stated  supply.  On 
that  day  Rev.  J.  M.  Stow — the  present  pastor — ^was  ordained. 
The  whole  number  of  church  members  from  the  b^inning, 
has  been  685 — the  whole  number  of  baptisms  1260.  Three 
young  laen  have  pr^red  for  the  ministry.  There  have 
never  bera  any  extensive  revivals  in  the  church.    At  severil 
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times  there  haye  been  refi^hings  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
nmnber  of  church  members  now  is  less  than  at  some  former 
times.  The  church  numbers  from  90  to  100.  Both  church 
and  society  enioy  a  good  degree  of  prosperity.  Gongr^a- 
Hoa  numbers  from  200  to  2^  in  good  weather.  The  society 
has  a  very  good  house  of  worship — no  parsonage,  but  a  house 
is  being  buut  by  one  of  the  members,  to  be  reserved  for  this 
purpose. 


WESTMORELAND. 

Utr.  Stbpbsii  Roosbs. 

This  town,  sometimes  called  Number  2,  or  Great  Mea- 
dow, was  first  mnted  by  Massachusetts.  It  was  settled  in 
1741,  bv  four  nunilies.  The  first  settlers  were  very  much 
anno^red  by  the  Indians.  The  Congr^ational  church  was 
organized  Nov.  7,  1764.  The  same  day  the  Rev.  Williipn 
(loddard,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1761,  was  ordained  its 
pastor — was  dismissed  at  his  own  request  Aug||7,  1765. 
Rev.  Messrs.  Davis  and  Mills  supplied  tne  church  two  years 
each,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Farrington  one  year  after  the  dismission 
of  Mr.  Gknidard. 

The  Rev.  AUen  Pratt,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1785,  was 
settled  by  the  town.  Tne  following  is  from  the  town  book : 
'^voted  to  give  Mr.  Allen  Pratt  a  ^31  to  settle  in  this  town, 
in  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry.  Voted  to  give  Mr.  Al- 
hm  Pratt  one  hundredpounds  salary,  so  long  as  he  shall  re- 
^in  our  minister.  Voted  that  Mr.  Pratt's  salary  shall  be 
id  one  fourth  in  casL  The  other  three  fourths  in  grass 
Fed  beef  at  sixteen  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  cwt.;  or 
rain,  wheat  at  four  shillings  eight  p^nce  ^r  bushel,  rye  at 
iree  shillings  four  pence,  com  at  two  shillings  and  eidit 
Bnce  per  bushel."  Mr.  Pratt  waa  ordained  pastor  of  tnis 
church  Oct.  6;  1790. 

Jan.  1, 1828,  after  the  dedication  of  the  new  house  of  wor- 
ship in  the  South  villa^,  a  fraction  more  than  a  mile  from 
this  place,  by  request  of  some  of  the  members  of  this  church, 
Mr.  I^ratt  invited  three  ministers  then  present,  and  such 
members  of  this  church  as  wished  for  consultation,  to  repair 
to  his  house.  Mr.  Pratt  had  before  stated  his  intention  to 
preach  in  the  new  house,  but  the  church  had  voted  to  remain 
m  the  old  house  in  the  village.  The  three  ministere  then 
present  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Pratt  resolved  themselves  into  a 
council,  and  advised  Mr.  Pratt  to  ask  a  dismission^  and  at 
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Hhk  infonnal  meeting  of  the  church  Mr.  Pmtt  did  Mk,  and 
the  members  present  voted  his  dismission,  and  the  coun- 
cil declared  the  connection  dissolved ;  eleven  persons  whSe 
members  of  this  church,  then  present,  under  the  adnce  of  the 
council,  resolved  themselves  into  a  new  church,  and  the  coun- 
cil declared  th^m  a  church.  Thev  then  gave  Mr.  Pratt  a  eaU 
and  he  accefvted  it,  and  was  by  the  ooundl  declared  ite  pas- 
tor. All  this  was  done  in  one  evening.  Thirty  rix  were 
soon  added  to  this  church  by  letter  from  the  old  church.  Mr. 
Pratt  died  at  Westmoreland,  June  5, 1843. 

The  church  records  show  that  twenty  two  were  added  to 
this  church  in  1812.  In  the  winter  of  1821-2  there  was  the 
most  important  revival  of  religion  ever  enjoyed  by  this 
church.  As  the  fruits  of  this  work  of  ^prace  eighty  were 
received  to  this  diurdi  in  one  year,  and  mnety  four  persons 
were  biq>ti2ed  the  same  year;  some  of  the  fruits  (rf*  this  revi- 
val remain  to  this  time ;  its  influence  was  highly  salutary 
upon  this  church  and  community. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  dismissed  from  the  new  church  in  1827,  and 
by  the  request  of  ike  members  of  the  new  church  they  re- 
turned a|d  became  members  of  the  old  diurch.  During  Mr. 
Pratt's  ministry  he  received  to  the  church  273  members,  bap- 
tised 289  persons,  married  419  couples,  and  durii^  the  same 
time  1043  died. 

The  Sabbath  after  Mr.  Piatt  was  dismissed,  the  Bev.  Otis 
0.  Whiton,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1815,  ccmmenoed 
his  ministry  in  this  place,  and  was  installed  pasUn*  of  the 
church  May  21,  1828.  During  his  ministrv  several  wete 
added  to  the  church.  His  memory  is  blessed.  At  his  owb 
reauest,  he  was  dismissed  Jan.  1, 1833.  He  died  at  Hants- 
viUe.  Oct.  17, 1845.  The  records  of  the  churdi  are  lost  from 
182«  to  1841. 

From  1833  the  Bev.  Ebenezer  Chase  supplied  the  palpi; 
for  two  or  three  years ;  his  labors  were  mudi  Uessea,  and 
ef  pleasant  memory.  Thirty  six  by  profession  were  brooj^t 
into  the  church  in  his  brief  time  of  labor.  In  1835  mv. 
Olark  Perry  is  found  laboring  here,  and  seven  persons  entered 
the  church. 

The  Bev.  Thomas  Bijm  began  to  preadi  here  in  1836,  aad 
was  installed  pastor  ofthis  church  Dec.  30, 1838.  At  his 
own  request  he  was  dismissed  June  1,  1839.  The  Bm. 
Alanson  Alvord  supplied  the  church  in  1840. 

The  Bev.  Bobert  W.  Fuller  was  ordained  pastor  erf*  HiiB 
church  June  16, 1841,  and  at  his  own  request  was  dismiasad 
Jan.  11, 1843.  During  his  ministry^  in  this  place  there  was 
a  revival  of  religion  (^  considerable  interest,  and  a  vahiaUe 
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aoceBflioB  "wbb  made  to  the  chun^li.  Nearly  fifty  members 
were  added  to  it  as  the  frmts  of  the  Messing  of  Ood  upon  his 
labors,  and  ujKm  a  protracted  meeting.  The  Rev.  Gteorge  W. 
Ash  was  ordained  Oct.  25, 1843,  and  at  his  own  request  was 
dismissed  March  11, 1846.  Daring  his  ministry  two  were 
iQceived  to  the  church,  and  five  persons  were  baptized. 

The  present  acting  pastor,  the  Bet.  Stephen  K^rs,  com- 
menced his  labors  in  this  place  Aug.  6, 1846.  During  his 
ministry  67  have  been  received  to  the  church— 81  have  been 
baptized,  and  243  have  died.  There  was  a  revival  of  religion 
in  1850-1.  It  commenced  in  the  church,  and  for  months 
manifested  xteeM  in  attendance  upon  prayer  meetings  and  a 
general  spirit  of  prayer.  During  this  work  of  grace  there 
was  no  preaching  except  upon  ttie  Sabbath,  but  hundreds 
attendea  the  prayer  meetinsB  from  week  to  week.  The  pe- 
culiar features  of  this  work  were,  stillness  and  solemmty. 
The  church  as  a  body  came  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord.  Af- 
ter this  refreshing  season,  the  society  remodeled  their  house 
of  worship,  and  made  it  one  of  the  most  convenient  and 
tasteM  houses  in  the  county ;  the  slips  are  annually  rented 
for  the  support  of  the  «>spel.  They  also  purchased  and  paid 
for  a  parsonage :  and  for  sometime  there  were  few  churches 
in  this  r^on  tnat  exerted  a  greater  or  better  moral  influ- 
ence than  this,  and  but  few  societies  gave  creator  hope  of 
permanency  or  usefulness.  But  days  of  trial  were  near.  A 
lew  persons,  believed  to  be  unfriencfly  to  this  church,  built  a 
new  house  of  worship  in  the  South  village,  and  on  Nov.  22, 
1852,  a  petition  was  pres^ted,  signed  by  nineteen  members 
of  tms  ckurch,  to  which  four  Or  nve  other  names  were  soon 
added,  asking  a  dismission  and  recommendation  to  be  or^n- 
ized  into  anther  Ooi^resational  church  in  this  town.  The 
church  having  matters  of  difficulty  with  a  part  of  them  for 
breach  of  covenant  obligations,  and  not  wishing  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  saying  whether  or  not  the  interest  of  religion 
required  another  Confiregational  church  in  Westmoreland, 
proposed  to  refer  the  wnole  matter  to  a  mutual  council,  to  be 
chosai  from  Congregational  churches  in  this  county.  To  this 
tiie  petitioners  agreed,  and  each  party  chose  a  committee  to 
carry  out  the  arrangement.  But  the  petitioners,  instead  ot 
carryingout  the  plan  in  ^ood  fidth,  soon  employed  the  Bev. 
Bollert  W.  Fuller,  and,  without  the  advice  oi  council,  estab- 
lished separate  worship  from  the  church.  Here  is  the  com- 
mencement of  the  allied  schism.  After  the  petitioners  had 
held  separate  worship  a  short  time,  instead  of  carrying  out 
thdr  mevious  agreement,  on  Dec.  90, 1852  they  presented  a 
second  petition  on  the  same  subject.    The  church  again  took 
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action  on  thdr  request,  and,  still  wishing  advice  <m  a  matter 
of  such  grave  importance,  proposed  to  r^er  the  whole  subject 
to  a  mutual  council,  provided  no  person  should  be  on  the 
council  J  that  had  pre-jtidged  the  case,  given  advicCf  or  was 
connected  or  related  to  either  party.  Tne  petitioners  declined 
this,  and  still  continued  separate  worshin.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  church  felt  that  something  must  be  done. 
On  Jan.  13,  1853,  they  commenced  a  course  of  discipline 
with  the  petitioners  for  schism,  breach  of  covenant  obiiffih- 
tions,  &c.,  and  the  petitioners  having  been  notified  of  md 
time  and  place  when  their  several  cases  would  be  called  up 
for  action,  and  they  bavins  failed  to  be  present,  the  church 
suspended  them  from  its  rcllowship.  On  Jan.  25, 1853,  the 
petitioners  assembled  an  ex  parte  council.  The  church  ¥ras 
notified  and  present  bv  committee,  and  objected  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  council  in  the  case.  The  parties  were  then 
heard.  After  which  the  council  made  no  more  claim  to  have 
control  in  the  case.  And  proposed  themselves  to  the  parties 
as  mediators,  and  recommended  a  mutual  council,  named 
the  churches  to  be  sent  to,  made  out  the  letter  missive,  and 
adjourned  sine  die.  It  was  then  to  be  submitted  to  the 
church,  and,  if  adopted  by  them,  was  to  be  binding  on  the 
parties.  .  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  church,  the  result 
and  recommendation  was  adopted,  promded  the  result  should 
he  used  for  no  purpose  but  to  collect  the  cotmcil  to  detemiim 
the  whole  matter.  This  was  ryected  by  the  petitioners^  and 
on  Feb.  9^  1853,  they  re-assembled  a  portion  of  the  ex  parte 
council,  not  sending  to  all  the  members,  and  inviting  one 
man  th^t  was  not  a  member  of  the  ex  parte  council.  This 
was  done  without  notice  to  the  churches,  or  to  this  church. 
This  so  called,  re-assanbled  council  organized  the  petitioners 
into  a  church  while  they  were  under  a  course  of  discipline, 
and  without  due  notice  to  the  church.  Still,  they  were  not 
feUowshiped  by  the  churches.    And  on  Dec.  13, 1853,  the 

})etitioners  called  a  third  ex  parte  council  to  examine  the 
bundation  of  their  so  called  church.  The  old  church  were 
notified  and  present  by  committee.  This  council  required 
the  petitioners  to  offer  to  the  old  church  a  mutual  Beference, 
with  nower  to  nominate  a  mutual  council,  and  say  what 
should  be  submitted  to  them,  and  for  this  purpose  thev  gave 
the  petitioners  a  prima  facie  recognition.  The  Be&rence 
met  on  Jan.  21, 1854,  named  the  mutual  council^  prepcued 
the  letter  missive,  ana  proposed  for  the  consideration  of  the 
council :  an  all^^  schism — discipline  in  ^e  church— and 
the  organization  of  the  new  church,  so  called.  The  mutual 
oouncu  met  Feb.  21, 1854.    This  venerable  coustcU  mistook 
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iheprima/a&ie  recognition  hj  the  tiiird  ex  parte  oooncil  for 
a  banajide  one^  and  thus  fiuled  to  try  and  issue  on  the  main 
thin^  submitted,  regarding  themselves  as  bound  by  the  re- 
oogmtion  of  the  last  mentioned  council,  whatever  they  might 
have  thought  of  the  expediency  of  another  church  in  uiis 
place  in  the  first  instance — one  of  the  most  important  things 
submitted.  Of  this  the  church  complain,  and  do  not  fi^ 
themselves  bound  by  their  result.  And  if  such  decisions  are 
sustained,  as  Congregational,  they  weaken  confidence  in  the 
stability  and  soundness  of  our  church  polity,  and  involve 
the  peace  and  safety  of  our  churches. 


WESTMORELAND  SOUTH. 

lUv.  R.  W.  PULLXB. 

The  Evangelical  Congregational  church  in  Westmoreland 
-was  or^nizcd  on  the  ninth  day  of  February  1853,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  advice  of  an  ecclesiastical  council,  composed 
of  pastors  and  delegates  firom  five  of  the  neighboring  churdi- 
68,  and  convened  by  certain  members  of  the  United  Con- 
gr^tional  church  in  said  town,  after  the  said  members, 
whfle  in  r^ular  standing,  had  repeatedly  solicited  of  said 
church  letters  of  dismission,  or  a  mutual  council,  and  both 
had  been  denied  them.  The  first  church  refusing  to  recog- 
nize this  Ixxhr  as  a  church,  and  having  represented  to  the 
conference  of  churches  in  the  county  that  its  oi^nization 
was  irr^ular  and  invalid,  the  Conference  recommended  to 
the  two  churches  at  variance,  to  unite  in  calling  a  mutual 
council,  and  submit  to  the  same  '^  all  their  difficulties,"  with 
a  view  to  their  settlement.  Accordingly,  a  mutual  council 
was,  at  length,  agreed  upon,  and  convened  at  the  old  Meet- 
ing-house, on  the  twenty  first  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1854, 
consisting  of  the  following  pastors  with  their  delates,  viz  : 
Bev.  Samuel  O^ood,  D.D.  of  Springfield,  Ms.^  Bev.  Jona- 
than Clemfent,  D.D.  of  Woodstock,  Conn.,  Bev.  Silas  Aiken, 
D.D.  of  Butland,  Vt.,  Bev.  Charles  Walker,  D.D.  of  Pitts- 
ford,  Yt.,  Bev.  John  Bichards,  D.D.  of  Hanover.  This 
council  resulted  in  affirming  the  validity  of  the  organization 
of  this  church,  and  declaring  it  ^^  entitled  to  tiie  confidence 
and  fellowship  of  all  Congregational  chufches.''  The  old 
church,  however,  contrary  to  previous  professions  and  pledg- 
es understood  from  its  acting  pastor  and  leading  members, 
reftised  to  acquiesce  in  this  result.  This  church  was,  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  received  to  the  Conference  of  churches  in 
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this  ocmntyy  at  their  meeting  in  June  1864,  sgainst  the 
remonstrance  of  the  old  diurch,  wkkh,  at  ti^  same  time, 
wididrew  from  the  Conference.  Ei^teen  members  nnitea 
in  its  oigamsation  ;  its  present  niiim)er  is  twenty  ox.  In 
tiie  spring  preceding  the  oiganieation  of  this  diurch,  a  relig^ 
ions  society  was  legally  formed,  to  sustain  Congre^tioiuJ 
preaching  at  the  South  (more  p^peily  omtrci)  viUage  in  the 
town,  and  proceeded  to  erect  a  neat  and  oommodious  house 
of  worshij),  which,  havine  been  completed,  and,  by  the  ladies 
of  the  society,  handsomdy  famished,  was  dedicated  to  the 
worship  of  Almighty  Gk)d,  by  neighboring  Congregational 
ministers.  Dec.  26, 1852.  The  causes  alleged  for  the  fbr- 
niation  of  this  new  society  and  church,  were,  the  inoonyen- 
ient  and  uncomfortable  location  of  the  Meeting-house  of 
the  old  society,  the  want  of  a  sfHrit  of  accommodation  on 
their  part  in  regard  to  the  location  of  a  new  house  of  wor- 
ship, and  a  conyiction  of  the  moral  necessities  of  the  town. 
Bey.  B.  W.  Fuller  commenced  preaching  to  the  new  con- 
ffregation  on  the  Sabbath  following  the  dedication  of  Hxax 
house,  and  has  continue  his  ministration  to  them  to  the 
present  time.  la  March  1823,  Mr.  Fuller  recdyed  a  unani- 
mous inyitation  from  this  church  and  society  to  become  their 
pastor,  and  j^ye  an  affirmatiye  answer,  but  on  account  ^f 
m  health  his  imstallation  has  not  taken  place.  The  society 
haye,  thus  &r,  exhibited  a  commendaUe  degree  of  liberality 
and  Eeal,  in  sustaining  the  gospel,  and  great  consideratian 
and  kindness  towards  their  minister ;  haye  experienced  as 
nrach  success  in  tiieir  new  enten>rise  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected,  in  a  cominunity  which  had  been  so  long  giyen  up 
to  the  teachings  of  error,  and  tiiey  still  feel  encouraged  to 
"goforwaid." 


WINCHEBTEE. 

IUt.  J.  P.  Hmcmast.  * 

The  town  of  Winchester,  first  called  Ariington,  was  set- 
tled as  early  as  1733,  b^  franiUes  from  Northfield,  Lunen- 
burg and  othcff  towns  m  Massachusetts.  The  first  public 
record  of  the  dcnngs  of  the  inhabitants  was  made  in  April 
1733,  and  is  the  copy  of  a  grant  from  tiie  (General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  of  a  tract  of  land  six  miles  smiare,  lying  cm 
tile  east  side  of  Connecticut  liyer  between  NoHMeld  and 
tiie  Truck  home.  This  mat  was  made  to  Josiah  WiUard 
and  sixty  three  others. .  One  of  the  oonditioiis  on  whicdi  tiie 
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crant  was  given,  was,  ^' that  witMn  three  years  after  the  con- 
nnnation  <^  the  erant  they  bnild  a  convenient  house  for  the 
paUic  worship  of  GkHl  and  settle  a  learned  and  orthodox 
minister/'  Another  oondition  was  ^'that  ikree  of  the  67 
lots  of  the  town  be  for  public  usee  with  aU  future  divisions 
belonging  to  such — on^  lot  for  the  first  settled  minister, 
another  m  the  ministry,  another  for  the  use  of  the  school, 
otherwise,  for  the  first  three  settled  ministers  successively/" 

A  Meeting-house  was  erected  in  1735  at  the  ^^Bow"  of 
ikk  Ashuelot  river,  on  a  hill  which  was  afterwards  called 
'^ Meeting-house  hill"  and  around  which  has  grown  up  the 
oentral  "nllage  of  the  town.  This  Meeting-house  was  40 
feet  l(mg,  32  wide,  and  18  high.  The  first  preaching  in 
town  of  which  any  record  is  found,  is  that  of  a  Mr.  Bilnngs 
in  1735,  to  whom  the  proprietors  voted  £  16  for  preaching 
eidit  Sabbaths. 

jSov.  21, 1736,  a  church  was  gathered  and  on  the  same 
da^p^  Rev.  Joseph  Ashley  was  ordained  and  set  over  it.  The 
serioumess  witn  which  the  early  settlers  took  this  step  and 
iheir  general  religious  chmacter  may  be  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing vote,  previous  to  giving  Mr.  Ashley  a  call:  "Voted 
that  the  committee,  Uol.  Josiah  Willard,  Jeremiah  Hall, 
William  Bymms,  wait  upon  some  <^  the  neij^hboring  mink- 
ters,  three  or  four  at  least,  to  ask  their  advice,  who  may  be 
a  proper  person  to  give  a  call  to,  in  order  to  settle  with 
iliem  m  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry,  and  to  request  the 
assistance  of  some  of  them  to  assist  in  a  da^  of  &sting  and 
prayer,  to  ask  the  direction  and  blessing  of  God  in  this  aflhir, 
and  not  defer  their  waiting  upon  the  ministers,  for  the  ends 
aforesaid^  fiirther  than  sometime  next  week."  As  the  result 
of  these  mouiries  they  rave  a  call  to  "  tiie  worthy  Mr.  Joseph 
Ashley."  They  offerea  for  his  encouragement  to  settle 
among  them  "to  give  him  £150.  monejr  or  bills  of  credit, 
towaras  his  settlement,  as  also  tne  ministerial  lot  of  land 
and  £130  annually.  This  was  a  liberal  salary  for  those 
days  in  which  the  Gk)vemor  of  the  Province,  we  learn, 
received  but  £  100  salary,  and  the  minister  of  Portsmouth, 
the  capital,  but  £130.  The  original  number  of  churdi 
members  was  12.  To  these  39  others  were  added,  making 
in  aU  during  Mr.  Ashley's  ministrv,  51.  Mr.  Ashley  contin- 
ued his  connection  with  the  church  about  nine  years,  or  to 
1745  at  which  time  the  town  indudii^  the  Meeting-house 
^pras  burned  in  the  Indian  war,  the  settlement  broken  ujp, 
sad  the  church  scattered.  There  is  no  account  of  the  dis- 
mission  of  Mr.  Ashley ;  he  appeare,  however,  cm  the  council 
twenty  years  afterwaid,  nearly,  at  the  ordination  of  the  second 
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minister  of  the  town,  from  Sunderland,  Ms.,  and  gives 
him  the  charge.  It  is  imderstood  that  he  was  for  many 
years  the  minister  of  Sunderland,  and  died  there.  The  set- 
tlement of  the  line  between  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire threw  this  town  within  the  limits  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  it  became  necessanr  to  obtain  a  charter  from  this  Prov- 
ince, which  was  effected  by  the  returning  inhabitants  in  1753. 

In  1760,  a  house  of  worship  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
old  one,  and  stood  till  near  the  close  of  the  century.  A  <»11 
to  settle  in  the  ministry  was  given  to  a  Mr.  Wingatel  in 
1763,  and  to  a  Mr.  Phelps  in  1764,  but  without  effect.     ') 

At  length,  after  having  been  destitute  of  a  permaneiii 
minister  nineteen  years,  "ReY.  Micah  Lawrence  was  ordained 
over  the  church  Nov.  14,  1764.  The  church  was  now  gath- 
ered anew  consisting  of  20  persons,  many  of  whom,  however, 
belonged  to  the  original  church.  Thej  adopted  the  same 
articles  of  faith  as  were  used  under  Mr.  Ashley,  and  nearly 
the  same  covenant.  These  articles  of  faith  continued  in  use 
till  about  the  year  1826^  at  which  time  the  fuller  "articles" 
recommended  by  the  Monadnock  Association  were  adopted. 
The  old  covenant  was  replaced  by  the  present  one  during 
Mr.  Porter's  ministry  about  1807.  The  town  "gave  Mr. 
Lawrence  for  a  setUement  the  right  of  land  throu^out  the 
town  reserved  for  that  use  in  the  grant  and  also  gave  him 
50  i)ounds  sterling,  money  of  Great  Britain.  Then  voted 
to  give  him  45  pounds  sterling  for  the  first  year's  salary,  to 
increase  until  it  should  be  50  for  the  fourth  year,  and  tnen 
to  give  him  50  pounds  and  40  good  loads  of  wood  at  his 
door  every  year,  until  such  time  as  there  shall  be  100  fami* 
lies  living  in  town,  and  then  to  ^ve  him  60  pounds  sterlii^ 
so  long  as  he  shall  continue  a  minister  in  this  town."  This 
indicates  that  the  population  of  the  town  was  under  600 
inhabitants.  The  ministry  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  extending  as  it 
did  into  the  midst  of  the  Bevolutionary  period,  partook 
somewhat  of  the  agitations  of  that  time.  One  opjection 
brought  against  him  before  the  council  that  dismissed  him, 
gives  us  the  key  to  the  opposition  he  met  with  from  the 
town,  viz :  "  They  were  willing  to  bury  all  their  complaints 
against  Mr.  Lawrence  except  that  of  his  unfriendliness  to 
his  country."  He  was  dismissed  by  an  ecclesiastical  council 
Feb.  19, 1777.  But  notwithstanding  the  troublous  times 
of  his  ministry,  the  church  was  considerably  enlarged  and 
its  purity  and  order  maintained.  He  admitt^  to  its  com- 
munion 97  members  during  thirteen  years — more  than  sev^ti 

er  year.    Judging  from  some  manuscript  productions  of 

B,  still  extant^  he  possessed  good  alnlities  as  a  writer  and 
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was  evangelical  in  his  views,  and,  so  &r  as  can  be  known, 
was  exemplaiy  in  his  life  as  a  Christian  minister. 

After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  town  was  des- 
titute of  a  stated  ministry  for  eleven  years.  During  this 
period  the  services  of  a  large  number  of  ministers  were 
secured  for  three  and  six  months  at  a  time ;  among  whom 
we  find  the  names  of  Reed,  Tracy^  Hutchinson,  Alexander, 
Murry,  Walcott,  Foster  and  Wilkms.  To  each  of  the  last 
three  a  call  was  ^ven,  but  was  declined. 

.^Finally,  Rev.  Ezra  Conant  was  ordained  and  set  over  the 
church  Feb.  19,  1788.  The  town  voted  to  give  Mr.  Conant 
£^00  for  a  settlement,  voted  also  to  give  mm  yearly  £75 
bx  silver  money  and  twenty  cords  of  wood.  His  theological 
views  may  be  gathered  from  the  doctrinal  standing  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  ministers  elected  to  be  on  the  council. — 
They  were  Arminian.  Into  this  scheme  of  belief  a  vast 
number  of  the  churches  sank,  after  the  Revolutionary  war 
which  had  so  blighting  an  eflfect  upon  vital  religion  through- 
out the  country.  Many  went  over  from  this  to  Unitarian- 
ism;  others  were  saved  from  this  extreme  only  by  the 
outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  revivals  of  religion  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century.  The  ministers 
called  Arminian  opposed  the  revivals  of  that  day.  The  dis- 
tinctive doctrines  of  Calvinism  dropped  out  of  their  preach- 
ing. Their  public  ministrations,  which  were  confined  almost 
exclusively  to  the  two  services  of  the  Sabbath,  lacked  the 
fervor  of  earnest  men.  There  was  little  zeal  for  the  conver- 
sion of  sinners  and  few  toere  converted.  Mr.  Conant  came 
into  this  class  of  ministers.  The  result  was  that  during  his 
ministry  vital  piety  declined  in  the  church ;  few  were  added 
by  profession ;  discipline  was  neglected  and  the  distinction 
between  the  church  and  the  world  was  nearly  obliterated. 
The  church  was  composed  of  the  old  or  the  middle  aged 
only.  The  young,  finding  none  of  their  age  in  the  church, 
were  repelled  from  joining  it  even  when  disposed  to  do  so. — 
It  is  probable  that  the  vitality  of  the  church,  though  essen- 
tially orthodox,  sank^lower  at  this  period  than  at  any  time 
before  or  since, — 46  only  were  received  to  the  communion 
during  this  pastorate  of  nineteen  years.  Upon  agreement 
with  the  town  to  receive  $500,  Mr.  Conant  resigned  his 
pastoral  char^  and  was  dismissed  Nov.  12, 1807. 

Mr.  Expenence  Porter  was  ordained  over  the  church  the 
same  day.  A  new  Meeting-house  was  built  in  1794-5-6,  a 
short  distance  from  the  site  of  the  old  one.  Mr.  Porter, 
coming  at  a  time  when  the  spirit  of  revival  was  beginning 
to  descend  upon  the  diurches  at  the  opening  of  the  centuiy. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


310  CHE8HIBB  COinfTT. 

was  like  ^^life  from  the  dead."  He  appeared  like  the  old 
prophet  entering  the  valley  of  dry  bones — exceeding  dry. 
His  voice  came  upon  the  ears  of  the  dead  multitude  like  the 
trumpet  of  the  resurrection.  His  words  fell  as  the  fire  and 
the  hammer  breaking  in  pieces  the  flinty  rock.  With  great 
boldness  and  puneency  he  proclaimed  the  distinctive  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel  without  softening  his  phrases,  and  with- 
out fear  or  fevor.  While  the  older  members  of  the  ckurch 
were  ready  to  take  their  pador  in  their  armSy  as  is  said,  foft 
joy  at  having  again  the  truth  in  its  plainness  and  pow«r, 
such  preachmff  was  new  and  strange  to  a  tovm  that  for^a 
score  of  years  had  listened  to  a  very  difiGerent  style  of  minis^ 
tration.  The  crv  was  virtually  renewed,  "  The^e  that  have 
turned  the  world  upside  down  are  come  hither  also."  Othero 
were  asking  "  What  must  we  do  to  be  saved  ?  "  A  deter- 
mined and  unrelenting  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  town 
was,  however,  rais^  agamst  him  chiefly  on  account  of  his 
doctrines.  The  offian  repeated  calumny  about  the  damna- 
tion of  infants  was  revived  as  having  come  from  his  lips. — 
Opposition  was  made  to  some  of  his  modes  of  promoting  the 
revived  interest  of  the  church,  especially  to  his  evening 
prayer  meeting.  One  of  his  recoras  on  the  church  book 
IS  aimed  at  this  opposition  and  it  is  probably  characteristic 
of  the  man:  Voted  "to  continue  and  ffwpport  conference 
mjeetin^  as  a  privilege  and  duty  which  we  cannot  relinquish 
to  gratify  the  malicious  and  unreasonable  cUxmors  of  ungod^ 
ly  97t6n."  But  a  majority  of  those  who  joined  in  his  settle^ 
ment  desiring  him  to  withdraw,  he,  according  to  previcms 
agreement,  s^ed  for  a  dismission,  which  took  efiect  Feb« 
20, 1810.  In  the  result  of  the  council  which  dismissed  him, 
written  probably  bv  Dr.  Seth  Payson,  it  is  said  "  The  rea- 
sons exhibited  in  the  paper  brought  before  the  council  as  the 
foundation  of  the  desire  for  tne  pastor's  dismission,  are 
stated  to  be,  Mr.  Porter's  imprudences — among  which  thcjr 
mention  in  the  first  place  and  of  princintd  importance,  his 
introducing  and  striving  to  continue  night  meetings  or  con^ 
fermeesy  and  his  laboring  to  establish  party  or  Hophintonia» 
pcinciples  among  them,  which  they  assert  has  been  attended 
with  lamentable  consequences,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  expect 
reeular  order  in  society  while  he  continues  their  minister. — 
This  paper,  which  needs  no  comment,  save  what  may  be 
found  m  the  tears  of  the  friends  <^  Zion.  Mr.  Porter  con- 
sented to  receive  as  evidence  of  the  will  ot  the  majority." — 
After  declaring  the  connection  dissolved,  the  result  says^ 
^^  While  we  lament  the  event  idiidii  has  such  an  unpec^n- 
tioos  aspect  on  the  int^wets  of  religion  in  this  place,  we 
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T4i>ice  to  find  the  chorok  united  in  their  q^prohation  of  Mr. 
Port^^  and,  without  a  dissentii^  voice^  and  as  &r  as  we 
can  discover,  without  a  dissenting  feebng,  recommending 
him  to  the  communion  and  service  of  the  church,  and  that 
the  ver^  allegations  of  his  opposers  will  still  ftirther  recom- 
mend mm  to  serious  minds,  and  we  unite  with  the  church  in 
most  cordially  commending  Mr.  Porter  to  the  service  of  the 
churches,  not  only  as  ui^^eserving  the  opposition  he  has 
received,  but  as  having  been  instrumental  m  advancing  reli- 
gion in  this  place.  We  would  direct  the  eyes  of  this  church 
to  ber  glorious  King  for  protection  and  support,  and  we 
w<^d  ixill  upon  each  member  of  this  society  to  be  united  to 
the  Bedeemer,and  to  rem^nber  thatas  enemies  he  will  treat 
the  enemies  of  his  friends,  his  cause  and  his  truth/' 

The  short  ministry  of  Mr.  Porter  was  a  memorable  point 
in  the  history  of  the  church  and  the  truth  in  this  place.  It 
was  a  battle  with  ArminJanism,  dead  formalism,  and  all  the 
wicked  passions  of  the  natural  heart.  The  vicy)ry  was  won 
for  the  church.  She  was  saved.  EQs  coming,  under  Qod, 
revivified  her,  as  the  older  members  affirm ;  44  were  brought 
into  the  church  during  his  short  stay^  of  less  than  two  and  a 
hidf  years.  It  was  a  time  of  decisive  results  in  the  lives  of 
many  individuals.  Many  embraced  evangelical  doctrines 
with  aU  their  hearts.  Others  turned  away  from  such  views 
with  bitter  hostility  and  remained  thus  opposed  till  their 
death.  Mr.  Portei^s  ministry^  was  probably  the  crisis  in 
tJieir  lives,  as  it  was  the  crisis  in  the  history  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Porter  was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  college  in  the 
jrear  1803.  After  his  removal  from  this  town  he  was  settled 
in  Belchertown,  M&  in  1812,  as  colleague  pastor  with  Bev. 
Mr.  Forward.  He  remained  there  thirteen  years — was  dis* 
missed  in  1825,  and  died  in  Lebanon,  his  native  place,  in 
1828.  While  at  Belchertown  his  people  were  visited  with 
two  remarkable  revivals.  The  first  was  in  1812  and  brou^t 
into  the  church  107  persons.  The  second  was  in  1818  and 
resulted  in  the  addition  of  208  persons  to  the  church — more 
were  added  during  his  stay  ihere  than  during  the  eighty 
years  in  tiie  previous  existence  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Porter  was  the  last  minister  hired  1^  this  town.  For 
more  than  seventy  vears  the  whole  town  was  united  in  one 
religious  society — the  Orthodox  Congr^tionaL  But  before 
Mr.  Porter's  da^,  individuals  came  forward  and  petitioned, 
fieom  time  to  tune,  to  have  ihdr  ministerial  tax  abated  in 
cottse<menoe  of  entertaining  views  differratt  fix>m  the  ^^  stand- 
ing Older."  Such  petitions  weie  granted.  Upop  the  cchi^ 
iflg  of  Mr  Port^  these  diflerenoes  ^  religions  opinions  were 
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sharply  defined  and  strongly  broudit  out.  The  ^4ron  and 
the  clay"  could  no  longer  cohere.  Accordingly,  before  a  call 
was  extended  to  Mr.  Porter,  131  persons  signed  a  protest 
against  his  settlement  because  of  his  views,  from  which  they 
said  they  dissented.  They  gave  notice,  as  they  were  per- 
mitted by  statute,  that  they  would  take  no  part  in  his  set- 
tlement, support  or  dismission.  From  this  movement  arose 
tti^  Methooist  and  Universalist  societies.  The  Methodist 
church  embraces  over  200  communiccmts. 

After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Porter  the  Congregational 
church  remained  without  a  pastor  seven  years  and  ei/^t 
months,  having  the  services  or  Rev.  Broughton  White,  Bev. 
Mr.  Howe,  Rev.  Phineas  Cooke  and  others.  The  town  no 
longer  undertook  the  support  of  the  cospel.  The  means  ct 
grace  were  henceforth  to  be  sustained  by  voluntary  societies. 
The  ministerial  tax  of  those  willing  to  support  the  gospd 
was  of  course  considerably  increased,  and  the  fears  of  those 
who  subjected  themselves  to  this  increased  expenditure  were 
somewhat  amusing :  One  man  of  lai^  means  being  called 
upon  for  $  6,  or  $8,  for  the  preaching,  expressed  his  appre- 
hensions that  his  whoh  e^ate  would  hiEive  to  go  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  minister.  The  Meeting-house  now  b^an  to  be 
claimed  a  part  of  ihe  time  by  the  other  denominations.  It 
was  finally  voted  to  allow  the  use  of  the  house  one  half  of 
the  time  to  the  other  denominations,  especially  the  Univer- 
salists  and  Methodists  ;  the  other  half  was  secured  to  llie 
Congregational  church  and  also  those  Sabbaths  of  the  other 
half  when  it  was  not  used  by  the  other  societies.  The  result 
was  that  henceforth  the  house  was  occupied  by  this  church 
about  half  the  time.  When  excluded  from  the  Meeting- 
house they  worshiped  in  the  Tavern  Hall  near  by,  and  m 
the  hall  of  the  Academy  which  was  afterwards  the  district 
school  house  of  the  central  village. 

In  September  1817,  Mr.  Salmon  Bennett  was  ordained 
over  the  church  and  remained  till  1823,  when  he  was  dis- 
missed by  an  ecclesiastical  council.  He  was  thoroughly 
evangelical  in  his  preaching  ;  and  though  no  strildng  events 
or  special  revival  occurred  during  his  ministry^  yet  it  was 
under  him  that  the  Sabbath  School  was  organized,  and  the 
Monthly  Concert  established.  Mr.  Bennett  gathered  27 
into  the  communion  of  the  church.  After  his  dismissicHi 
tiie  church  was  again  without  a  pastor  for  more  than  eight 
years ;  but  in  the  meanwhile  they  engaged  the  services  of 
Rev.  William  Ely,  Rev.  Mr.  Ward,  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Arnold.  Mr.  Ely  came  in  July  1824,  and  remained 
till  May  21, 1825,  about  ten  months.     But  this  short  stay 
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I  memorakie  for  a  yeiy  ptoftaing  and  extensive  revival. — 
Throng  kim  a  luge  number  of  the  older  membero  of  the 
draroh  were  gathered  in.  The  only  record  of  tibis  revival 
m.  the  ohnroh  bodk  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Elv,  and 
istiiifl:  ^^The  revival  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1824. 
I>aring  the  four  n^onths  beginning  with  Ai^ust  IS,  a  part 
of  the  society  employed  Mr,  Wiswell,  a  Unitarian  preadber^ 
in  opposition  to  the  diurch.  The  church  and  a  great  por- 
tkm  of  lAiG  society  during  this  period  assembled  in  ihe  neH 
of  -the  Academy.'"  The  result  oi  his  diort  labors  was  the 
addition  of  59  to  the  diurch — ihe  greatest  numb^  ever 
veceived  to  it  in  so  short  a  time.  Mr.  Ely  was  a  graduate  of 
Tale  and  of  Andover.  He  died  in  1S50  at  Easthampton, 
Ms.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Solomon  G.  Ward,  a  stated 
supply,  who  came  in  1826  and  r^ooained  about  a  vear.  He 
was  from  the  South  and  returned  thither  when  he  had  closed 
his  labors.  Bev.  Sereno  Taylor  followed  him^  also  a  stated 
.  flup^y.  He  came  in  the  fall  of  1827  and  continued  his 
labm  till  the  fall  of  1829.  During  his  stay  the  churdi 
eKperienced  another  season  of  revival,  which  broi!%ht  into  its 
0ammuiii(»i  46  persons.  But  though  it  was  a  time  o£  revi- 
val, it  was  also  one  (^  commotion  and  division  occasioned  by 
Mr.  Taylor's  views  on  baptism,  which,  it  was  tiiought  by 
some  in  the  church,  rendered  it  inexpedient  to  employ  him 
m  a  minister  of  a  Congregational  church.  Some  of  the 
fii^ids  of' Mr.  Taylor  left  the  church  after  his  (teparture, 
and  oomiected  themselves  permanently  with  the  Methodist 
cbuarch.  Bev.  Joel  H.  Amdd  followed  Mr.  Taylor.  Be 
same  in  May  1830,  and  left  in  December  of  the  same  year. 
He  WRS  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  in  1824. 

At  lenrai,  a  call  was  ext^ided  to  Bev.  Francis  Danforth 
€f  Gteenfield^  and  he  was  ordained  Aug.  18. 1831.  He  was 
a  graduate  oi  Dartmouth  and  Andover.  The  labors  of  Mr. 
Danfbrthwere  valuable  in  promoting  the  order  and  disd- 
liBe  of  the  ebuich,  and  in  estaldishii^  the  manbers  in  tke 
doctrines  of  the  gospel.  The  church  had  been  so  long  with* 
oat  a  settled  pai^  that  many  things  in  its  discipline  and 
pmity  had  b^  neglected.  The  work  Mr.  Danforth  accom- 
plished in  grdng  order  and  stability  to  the  church  was  neces* 
saiT  to  its  prosperity.  To  this  work  he  seemed  to  be  fitted 
Irv  his  accuracy^  nis  business  habits  and  by  his  general  good 
abilities.  Dunng  his  ministry  also  the  present  Congrega- 
tional house  of  worship  was  built,  for  which  the  society  were 
indebted  much  to  his  zeal  and  counsel.  It  was  demcated 
Nov.  25,  1834  ^  His  ministry  was  not  destitute  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Spirit's  reviving  power— 81  were  gathered  into  the 
21 
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diurch  during  his  eiffht  yean  ministry.  He  received  a  call 
to  the  church  in  Hadley,  Ms.  He  accepted  it,  and  was  dis- 
missed 26th  Nov.  1839.  He  remained  a  jear  at  Hadley  and 
was  dismissed.  He  afterwards  preached  m  the  western  part 
of  Massachusetts  a  short  time,  and  then  removed  to  Clarence, 
N.  Y.  and  became  pa|6tor  ^f  tne  Presbyterian  church  in  that 
place,  where  he  died  in  1844. 

Bev.  John  Thompson  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church 
May  27, 1840.  He  had  been  a, missionary  of  the  American 
Board  among  the  Cherokees  of  Oeorgia,  having  graduated 
at  Middleburyin  1825,  and  at  Princeton  theologic^  semina- 
ry in  1828.  He  was  a  fellow  sufferer  with  Worcester,  Buttor 
and  others,  in  Georgia  in  1831.  He  labored  chiefly  at 
Carmel.  When  that  station  was  broken  up  by  the  removal 
of  the  Cherokees,  he  left  the  mission  on  account  of  the  health 
of  his  family,  and  came  to  Ohio.  Having  labored  in  the 
ministrv  thiee  years  there,  he  removed  to  Vermont  and  from 
thence  he  came  to  Winchester.  He  continued  his  ministiy 
here  six  years,  when  he  died  April  3, 1846,  at  the  age  of  46. 
Mr.  Thompson  was  zealous  and  abundant  in  his  labors. — 
Bevivals  more  or  less  extensive  were  enjoyed  during  bis  min- 
istry. The  church  was  considerably  enlarged,  the  number 
added  during  his  stay  being  128--a  number  greater  than 
under  any  previous  pastor. 

Bev.  tfohn  P.  Humphrey,  the  present  nastor,  commenced 
his  labors  in  Sept.  1846 ;  was  ordained  and  set  over  the  church 
Feb.  3, 1847.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  1839,  and 
<if  Andover  1844.  The  number  of  admissions  to  the  church 
up  to  this  date,  (Feb.  1855,)  is  50  persons.  The  present 
number  of  members  is  187,  and  the  whole  number  of  mem- 
bers, 705.  The  number  of  infant  baptisms  have  been  975. 
The  average  attendance  on  public  worship  in  evangelical 
churches  is  about  400.  The  number  of  members  compared 
with  the  population,  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  as  near 
as  can  be  ascertained,  was  about  one  to  thirteen  ;  tne  pro- 
portion now,  considering  the  population  2600,  which  is  less 
than  the  census  estimate,  is  about  the  same  :  but,  if  the 
members  of  the  Methodist  church  are  included,  the  projjxir- 
tion  is  one  to  six  or  seven.  The  annual  amount  of  chanta- 
ble  contributions  is  about  $300.  Three  men  have  been 
furnished  for  the  ministry  from  this  place. 
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BARBINGTON. 

/  Rer.  TsxoDoss  Wslls. 

The  town  of  Barrington  formerlj  included  what  is  now 
Barrington  and  Strafford.  It  was  owned  by  proprietors  in 
Portsmouth.  The  town  was  incorporated  in  1722.  One 
condition  of  the  charter  was  that  a  house  of  wordiip  should 
be  erected  within  seven  years,  that  two  hundred  acres  €£ 
land  be  appropriated  for  a  parsonage,  and  two  hundred  acres 
for  the  first  minister.  The  house  was  raised  near  the  center 
of  the  present  town  of  Barrin^n,  and  was  subsequently 
removed  to  within  about  two  miles  of  the  lower  line  of  the 
town.  Several  appropriations  were  made  by  the  proprietors 
of  the  town  towaids  completing  the  house  of  worship.  The 
Congregational  church  was  organized  by  a  council  of  ten 
regmar  churches.  Jime  18, 1755,  consisting  of  seven  male 
members.  At  tne  same  time  Rev.  Joseph  Prince  was  or- 
dained pastor.  He  was  dismissed  in  1768.  He  was  blind. 
He  was  noted  for  his  religious  fervor.  Twelve  or  fourte^i. 
years  after  leaving  Barrington  he  was  settled  in  Candia. 

Bev.  David  Tenney  was  ordained  over  the  church  in  Bar- 
rington Sept.  18, 1771.  and  was  dismissed,  at  his  own  request 
en  account  of  ill  healtn,  Oct.  26, 1778.  Having  taken  his 
final  leave  of  Barrington,  as  he  was  proceeding  to  his  friends 
in  Massachusetts,  he  was  suddenly  attacked  with  illness  at 
Durham  and  died  immediately.  The  people  were  supplied 
with  preaching  a  part  of  the  time  during  tne  year,  for  several 
succeeding  years,  by  different  individuals. 

August  25, 1784,  Rev.  Benjamin  Balch  who  had  been  pre- 
viously settl^  in  Dedham,  Ms.,  was  installed  pastor  here. 
Efforts  appear  to  have  been  made  to  maintain  strict  disci- 
pline in  the  church  in  the  early  part  of  Mr.  Balch's  ministry. 
His  connection  with  the  church  and  society  continued  till 
his  death,  which  occurred  Mav  4th,  1815  at  the  age  of  74 
years.  He  supplied  the  desk  till  about  the  time  of  his 
decease,  though  his  mind  had  become  so  broken,  and  his 
health  so  infirm,  that  the  parish  seems  to  have  assumed  the 
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oversight  of  his  affiiirs  for  several  years.  Finally,  deeming 
it  inexpedient  that  he  and  his  family  shotdd  contmue  at  the 
parsonage,  the  parish  voted  to  en^^  some  suitable  person 
to  take  the  best  possible  care  of  li^.  Baldi  and  his  mmily 
for  one  year.  An  arrangement  to  this  effect  was  made  with 
hisson-in-law  who  resided  in  town.  Aftertakinghis  last  leave 
of  the  old  parsonage,  he  set  out  on  foot,  (preferring  to  walk,) 
for  the  residence  of  his  daughter,  about  two  miles  distant. 
He  had  nearly  reached  there,  wnen  he  was  seen  to  walk 
unsteadily  and  to  sit  down  by  the  roadside.  He  died  on 
the  spot.  The  church  now  continued  without  a  pastor  thir- 
teen years.  A  strong  leaven  of  Unitarianism  was  developed 
m  the  society  soon  after  Mr.  Batch's  death,  and  it  seemed 
doubtftil,  for  a  time^  what  influence  would  preponderate. — 
The  ieA  was  supphed  with  Unitarian  preachers  a  part  ol 
the  time,  one  or  two  of  whom  were  employed  as  candidates 
for  settlement.  The  scale  was  finally  tunm  by  one  or  two 
of  the  Unitarians,  who  preferred  to  mive  an  Orthodox  society 
and  an  Orthodox  minister  rather  than  division. 

Rev.  C^has  Kent  was  ordained  over  the  churdi  and  iBod- 
«ty  Oct.  22d,  1828;  He  was  a  native  of  Benson,  Vt.,  and  a 
giJiduate  of  Middlebury  in  1824.  While  Mr.  Kent  was  pas- 
tor the  church  took  pretty  decided  action  in  the  Temp^ranoe 
fieform.  He  preached  me  word  &ithfully.  He  was  dffi- 
missed  May  3, 1830. 

tlev.  Samuel  H.  Merrill  was  ordained  Feb.  23,  1831.— 
During  the  few  jrears  of  Mr.  Merrill's  ministry,  there 


considerable  religious  interest,  and  fifty  two  persons .  weire 
admitted  to  the  ^urch  on  prorossion  of  faith.  He  was  d» 
missed  at  his  own  request  Aug.  18,  1835.  The  people  were 
now  suj^lied  a  year  and  a  half  by  the  venerabie  fkther 
Ward. 

Bev.  Samuel  Nichols  was  installed,  Sept.  20,  1837.  ± 
council  was  called  on  the  26th  of  Oct.  184£S,  to  dismiss  Mr. 
Nichols  at  the  request  of  the  church  and  society,  on  acoount 
of  an  allied  inability  to  meet  the  current  expenses,  and 
pay  off  a  debt  which  had  been  accumulating  for  several 
years.  It  was  with  reluctance  decided  that  the  dissolution 
should  take  place  unless  an  arrangement  could  be  made 
before  the  first  of  December.  Mr.  Nichols  died  a  little  more 
Ijian  a  year  after  his  dismission,  at  South  Beading,  Ms. 

The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Theodore  Wells,  commenced 

freachii^  here  in  July  1843,  and  was  ordained  June  llti^ 
8S45.  The  Congregational  parish  in  Barrington  was  incor- 
porated by  the  State  Ledslature,  in  1818.  It  has  a  ftmd  of 
about  12,300,  piincipalfy  in  bank  stodc^  a  pafsonage,  and 
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twenty  five  acies  of  land.  The  ftmd  was  obtahied  in  the 
fbllowmg  way :  About  1790^  a  towB  collector  beooming  a 
de&ulter,  the  town  came  into  possession  of  his  &rm.  A 
larger  piu-t  of  the  claims  were  relinquished  to  the  parish. — 
Tne  nghts  oi  the  remaining  part  were  purchased  by  the 
jpaiish,  and  by  the  liberality  of  individuals. ,  This  &im  waa 
sold  and  the  money  invested  as  a  permanent  Amd,  A  new 
and  commodious  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1840.  at 
a  opst  of  about  $2^400 — ^having  K>rty  six  pews  on  the  floor. 
It  jiAB  since  been  Aimished  with  a  bell.  The  congresatioa 
vaiies  in  pleasant  weather  from  100  to  150.  The  diuroh 
lu^b^ns  45.    The  salary  of  the  pastor  is  f  450. 


DOVBB.« 

Rev.  B.  F.  Paxsoss.  . 

The  ^^ First  Church  in  Dover"  is  the  second  in  point  of 

T^  now  existing  in  New  Hampshire.  Unfortunately  none 
its  records  pnor  to  1718  are  m  existence,  but  ootempora- 
ry  history  and  the  voluminous  records  of  the  town's  ecclesl- 
antical  action,  supply  authentic  history,  and  also  show  that 
the  religious  institutions  of  New  Hampshire  existed  in  Dover 
at  least  five  years  before  their  establishment  in  any  other 
town. 

Dover  was  settled  in  the  spring  of  1623  by  Edward  and 
William  Hilton,  two  brothers,  formerly  fish-mongers  in  Lon-> 
don,  who  ^mgrated  in  the  service  of  the  ^^  Company  of  Laco- 
9ia^"  a  body  which  held  the  title  to  a  large  extent  of  territo- 
ry by  grant  from  the  English  "  Council  at  Plymouth."  For 
t0n  years  there  were  no  public  religious  institutions  here : 
Kbe  object  of  the  settlement,  which  was  not  religious,  but 
jbecuniary ;  the  Episcopal  sentiments  of  the  founders  resi-v 
dent  in  England,  and  of  one,  at  least,  of  the  Hiltons ;  and 
the  paucity  of  the  inhabitants,  who  in  1631  had  erected  but 
three  houses^  consi»red  to  cause  this  state  of  things.  But 
when,  after  various  sales,  the  ownership  of  the  settlement 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Lords  Say  and  Brooke,  George 
Willys  and  William  Whiting,  and  under  their  auspices  a 
number  of  fiunilies  from  the  west  of  England,  s(Hne  of  whom 
were  persons  ^'of  0ood  estate  and  of  some  account  for  relir 
flion^"  were  induced  to  oome  to  Dover,  the  Puritan  owners 
mraished  for  them  a  minister  of  their  own  &ith.  The  com^ 
paay  left  Gravesend  in  August  1633^  landed  at  Salem  Oct. 

•flMtoi  bf  K«T.  A.  H.  Qmiat 
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lOth,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  Dover,  and  at  this  period 
the  ecclesiastical  history  of  New  Hampshire  properly  com- 
mences. 

William  Leveridge,  the  first  minister  of  Dover  and  of  New 
Hampshire,  was  a  graduate  of  Emanuel  college,  Cambridge, 
England,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  16^5,  and  that  of 
A.  M.  in  1631,  and  was  probably  never  settled  in  England. 
He  was  "an  able  and  worthy  Puritan  minister,"  was  ardeiat, 
industrious,  enterprising,  and  possessed  a  good  deal  of  inde- 
pendence of  character.  He  remained  at  Dover,  owing  \to 
want  of  support,  less  than  two  years,  and  went  to  Bostdii, 
where,  Aug.  9,  1635,  he  was  admitted  a  member  of  thd 
First  Church.  He  is  found  afterwards  at  Duxburjr,  Sand- 
wich, Himtingdon,  L.  I.,  and  Newton,  L.  I.,>at  which  laat 
J  lace  he  died  in  1692.  It  was  dunng  his  ministry,  in 
633-4,  that  the  first  church  edifice  was  erected ;  it  stood 
upon  Dover  Neck,  on  a  site  stillpointed  out. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Geoi^  Burdett,  a  former  colleague 
minister  in  the  established  church  at  Yarmouth,  Eng.,  from 
1633  to  1635.  Difficulties  sent  him  to  America,  and  in 
1637  he  came  to  Dover  from  Salem,  Ms.,  where,  for  more 
than  a  year,  he  had  resided,  and  part  of  that  period  had 
preached.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  original  founden 
of  New  Hampshire  desired  to  make  it  Episcopalian ;  that 
the  English  owners  who  sent  the  colony  in  1633,  desired  to 
make  it  Puritan.  The  confiict  of  these  principles  will 
explain  much  of  the  confusion  which  commenced  under 
Burdett^s  ministry.  Not  conmiitting  himself  at  first,  and 
bein^  a  man  of  mie  address  and  talents,  he  became  a  popu- 
lar mvorite.  Bestless,  intriguing,  and  ambitious,  in  less 
than  a  year  he  prevailed  upon  the  people  to  elect  Wm  GFov- 
emor ;  and  immediately  entered  into  correspondence  with 
Archbishop  Laud,  the  Puritans'  deadly  enemy.  A  discove- 
ry of  this,  by  the  opposite  party,  led  to  the  loss  of  his  office ; 
detection  in  adultery  speedily  followed;  and  in  1639-40 
he  made  a  hasty  retreat  to  A^unenticus.  A  siniilar  course 
there  of  usurpation,  crime  and  injustice,  led  to  a  similar  ex- 
pulsion ;  he  returned  to  England,  joined  the  Royalists  in  the 
devolution  of  1640,  was  committed  to  prison  by  the  Parlia- 
mentarians, and  passed  into  forgetftdness. 

Hanserd  Knollys,  his  successor  at  Dover,  bom  in  Ca^- 
well,^Eng.  in"'1598,  a  graduate  at  Cambridge,  Eng.,  ordain- 
ed in  the  established  cnurch  June  30, 1629.  came  to  Boston 
in  July  1638,  and  almost  inynediately,  by  mvitation  of  indi- 
viduals, to  Dover.  Burdett,  bein^  then  (Governor,  forbade 
his  preaching ;  but  when  Underhm  succeeded  to  Burdett's 
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civil  office,  KnoUys  did  to  his  religious  station.  And  in 
December  1638,  (N.  S.)  under  his  care,  the  First  Churdi 
was  ^Tffanized.  Except  that  in  Hampton,  no  church  in 
New  ^mpshire  is  older.  His  ministry  was  short  and  trou- 
bled. Though  a  Puritan,  yet,  incensed  against  the  Massa* 
chusetts  government  which  haid  arbitrarily  forbade  him,  on 
his  arrivid,  to  remain  in  its  territory,  he  wrote  a  letter  of 
bitter  complaint ;  but  remembering  that  that  ^vemment, 
arbitrary  as  it  was,  was  the  main  biQwark  against  prelacy, 
he  iTetraoed  his  steps.  He  was  thus  made  a  little  unpopular, 
w)ien  Thomas  Larkham,  a  minister  of  prelatic  tendencies 
ai^d  of  brilliant  talents,  came  to  Dover  (in  1640,)  and 
became  the  popular  &yorite,  and  KnoUys  was  discarded. — 
The  "more  rel^ous"  part — the  Puritan — adhered,  however, 
to  Knolljs.  &  re-commenced  preaching,  and  a  series  or 
civil  smts,  avowed  quarrels  and  ineffectual  mediations, 
occurred  between  the  motions, — a  detailed  account  of  which 
our  limits  forbid.  They  were  not  ended  until  Knollys,  tired 
of  the  confusion,  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  his  aged  father, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1641  left  Dover  to  return  to  England. 
For  fiflv  years  afterwards,  he  lived  a  life  of  i>ersecution, 
driven  about,  fined,  imprisoned^  but  always  showing  himself 
a  meek,  devoted  and  self-sacnficing  minister  of  Christ. — 
Time  has  removed  the  obloquy  which  interested  parties  cast 
Qvon  his  character  in  Dover ;  and  in  England  the  name  of  a 
wblication  society  of  the  Baptists  whom  he  there  joined, 
Konors  his  memory. 

Thomas  Larkham,  his  successor,  bom  in  Lyme,  Eng.. 
May  2, 1601^  a  ffl:aduate  of  Jesus'  college,  Cambridge,  haa 
been  settled  m  Northam,  Eng.,  prior  to  coming  to  Dover, 
but  had  left  that  place  on  account  of  Puritan  principles. — 
ftn  Dover,  however,  he  favored  Episcopacy,  using  its  utui^ 
)n  burial  services,  and  inclining  to  its  adherents.  Like  ms 
predecessor  he  was  an  able  and  learned  man,  but  was  as 
turbulent  as  Burdett.  A  discovery  of  licentious  conduct 
ended  his  ministry  in  1642,  and  he  returned  to  England, 
where  he  became  a  devotedly  pious  man,  was  ejected  from 
tiie  ministry  at  Tavistock,  and  died  in  concealment  in  1669. 
He  left  many  published  works,  a  copy  of  one  of  which,  viz.: 
"On  the  Attnbutes  of  God,"  published  in  1656^  a  small 
quarto  of  516  pages,  full  of  ponderous  learning,  is  now  in 
possession  of  the  writer  of  this  article.  The  Puritan  senti- 
ment at  last  prevailing  in  Dover,  and  the  Massachusetts 
jparty  succeeding  in  placing  the  town  imder  that  government 
in  1641,  the  people  applied  to  the  authorities  in  Boston  to 
send  them  a  minister.    In  answer,  Daniel  Maud  became 
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their  pastor  in  1642. — a  man  of  '^  seriouB  n^rit,  and  of  a 

S^uiet  and  peaceable  diflposition/'  a  graduate  (»EmaiiQe)o^ 
ege,  Cambridge,  he  was  a  karned  man,  and  up  to  Us  goog 
to  Dover  was  schoolmaster  in  Boston.  Under  his  oare,  tffl 
his  death  in  1655,  the  church  prospered.  In  his  time,  in 
1653,  the  second  Meeting-house  was  built ;  it  was  ^^forfcj  ho^ 
longe,  twenty  six  foote  wide,  sixteen  foot  studd,  witia  lii 
windows,  two  doores  fitt  for  such  a  house,  with  a  tQe  odlTC^ 
ing,  and  to  planck  all  the  walls,  with  glass  and  nails  foi^iV 
The  salary  of  Mr.  Maud  was  £50,  with  a  house  aad  laai 
In  his  day  the  inhabitants  were  smnmoned  to  church  by  dis 
beating  of  the  drum.  His  successor  was  John  Beyneatj  iriH 
came  to  America  in  1635,  and  had  been  settled  at  Fljmo^ 
from  1636  to  1654 ;  in  1655  he  settled  in  Dover,  where  Iii 
died  April  21, 1669.  He  was  a  man  of  irreproachable  dutf- 
acter,  grave,  conscientious,  devout  and  learned.  He  wasiMt 
without  troubles ;  in  1662  the  Quakers  or  Friends  i^peaied 
in  his  parish;  being  treated  with  severity,  they  nipicHf 
increasea,  until  at  one  time  they  numbered  a  tUrd  of  tb 
inhabitants.  This  society,  whicn  still  preserves  its  integri^ 
and  respectability,  built  their  first  Meeting-house  at  DoTer 
Neck,  September  1700,  and  another  at  Coctecho  (the  pres^ 
center  of  population)  before  1720 ;  their  present  (me  ^'* 
erected  about  1770;  their  first  ^^  meeting''  was  establishd 
about  1680;  their  ^'Monthly  meeting"  was  commenced  ) 
1702,  and  their  "  Quarterly  meeting"  in  1708.  In  parse* 
Beyner's  time  (in  1665)  the  "drum"  gave  way  toabel 
which  was  imported  by  Mai.  Waldron.  In  1667  the  churcL 
was  surrounded  bv  a  fortification,  in  anticipation  of  tho0e 
Indian  troubles  wnich  afterwards  made  it  perilous  to  go  to 
the  house  of  God ;  it  was  made  of  bgs  built  upon  an  earth- 
en intrenchment,  and  was  a  hundred  feet  square,  with  pro- 
jections at  opposite  comers ;  its  remains  are  stiU  visib^.— 
Mr.  Reyner's  salary  was,  in  1658,  £120,  a  j«wt  of  wWd 
was  payable  in  provisions  at  the  following  prices:  beef  ai 
3^.  per  pound,  pork  4^.,  wheat  6s.  per  oushel,  malt  69^ 
peas  5s.  A  house  was  also  given  to  him  and  his  heiis  is 
1659 ;  he  was,  besides,  a  man  of  property,  owning  an  estate 
in  Batly,  Qildersone,  County  York.  In  his  time  (1656)  » 
Meeting-house  was  built  at  Oyster  river,  near  Durham,  iheti 
A  part  of  Dover,  in  pursuance  of  an  arrangement  m4de  is 
1651,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  £100  should  be  raised 
for  two  ministers  who  might  ^^  exchange  as  often  as  tk^* 
should  agree."  The  earliest  deacon  .wbBse  name  is  preserr- 
ed,  appears  in  1657,  viz.  John  Hall^ 
John  Beyner,  jr.,  son  of  the  last;  named,  socoeeded  b^ 
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fiifiier,  after  assifting  Um  for  several  yeam.  Bom  at  Pbr-- 
mouth  in  1643^  a  ^udoate  of  Harvard  coU^  in  1663^  Me 
was  the  first  minister  of  this  church  either  born  or  educated 
in  America.  Asristant  to  his  fitther  in  1667^  he  was  invited, 
iiAy  22, 1669,  to  continue  his  connection,  but  was  not  set- 
tled until  Julv  12, 1671.  He  died  at  Br^tree,  Dec.  21, 
1676,  at  the  home  of  h»  wife's  fether,  Edmund  Quincy. — 
'^He  possessed  a  double  portion  of  his  Other's  spirit." 

John  Pike,  bom  in  ftJisbury,  Ms.  May  15,  1645, — Har- 
nwd  college  1765,— came  to  Dover  "for  the  work  of  the 
mnistry,''  Nov.  1, 1678,  and  was  settled  Aug.  31, 1681.— 
If  he  Indian  wars  made  his  ministry  a  broken  one ;  but  he 
died  in  Dovw,  March  10,  1709-10.  The  memorable  deso* 
lation  of  Oochecho,  July  28, 1689,  occmrred  during  his  pasto- 
rate. Mr.  Pike  was  '^esteemed  as  an  extraordinary  preacher 
and  a  man  of  true  godliness.  He  was  a  grave  and  venerable 
person,  and  generaUy  preached  without  notes.''  Mr.  Wise 
of  South  Berwick  used  to  say  that  ''he  never  m-eached  a  ser- 
mon which  was  not  worthy  of  the  press."  The  "halfway 
eovenant,"  it  may  be  rem«rked,  had  not  yet  been  adopted 
si  Dover. 

He  was  sooeeected  by  Nicholas  Sever,  who  was  bom  in 
Boxburv,  Ms.,  m  1680,  graduated  at  Harvard  college,  1701, 
ordained  at  I)over,  April  11, 1711.  He  was  a  man  of  char- 
aeter,  talents  and  scholarsmp,  but  an  almost  total  loss  of 
voice  forced  him  to  resign  his  charge  in  the  spring  of  1715. 
He  was  tutor  at  Harvara  college,  for  twelve  years,  and  after- 
wards Judge  of  Court  Common  Pleas  in  Plymouth  County, 
Mb.  He  <fied  April  7, 1764.  The  business  of  Dover,  whidh 
4t  first  was  C(!mfined  mainljr  to  Dover  Neck,  had  changed  so 
iltf  ita  obiter,  that  in  his  lime  difficulties  nad  arisen  as  to 
tihe  fflte  of  the  church.  A  Meeting-house  was  therefore 
etrected  in  1714  on  Pine  Hill,  to  accommodate  the  umper 
part  of  a  parish  which  covered  Dover,  Madbury,  Bollinsford 
and  Somersworth,  and  services  alternated  between  the  two. 
The  old  house  was  abandoned  in  1720.  In  1713,  Newing- 
ton  was  incorporated  and  the  Dover  church  thereby  dimin- 
iri^ed. 

Jonathan  Cushing  succeeded  Mr.  Sever ;  he  was  bom  in 
Hin^ham,  Ms.  in  lw9,  graduated  at  Harvard  college,  1712, 
Gffdained  in  Dover,  Sept.  18,  1717.  During  most  of  his 
ministry  he  preached  at  Cochecho.  He  was  ^^a  grave  and 
aoQnd  preacher,  a  kind,  peaceaMe  and  judicious  pastor,  a 
wiae  and  flttthfttl  friend."  With  his  settlement  thee^ctant 
church  records  conunence.  £[e  died  March  25, 1769.  Tho 
fourth  Meeting-house  ;was  dedicated  Dec.  13,  1758.    The 
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Jarifih  was  incorporated  difitinot  fifom  the  town^  June  11, 
762.  The  church  was  diminished  during  Mr.  Cushii^B 
pastorate,  by  the  formation  of  Durham  church  March  2(S, 
1718,  by  Somersworth  ordination  28th  Oct.,  1730^  by  the 
formation  of  Madbury  parish,  in  1755,  and  by  dismissals 
to  a  new  church  in  Rochester,  in  1732,  and  to  one  in  Bar- 
rington,  June  1,  1755 ;  and  the  limits  of  the  parish  were 
reduced  to  its  present  territory. 

Jeremy  Belknap,  D.D.  bom  in  Boston,  Ms.,  June  4, 17144, 
^[raduated  H.  C.  1762,  was  ordained  colleague  with  Mr.  Cindi- 
mff  Feb.  18, 1767,  and  became  sole  pastor  in  1769.  He  >k 
well  known  by  his  History  of  New  Hampshire  and  oth^ 
valuable  works.  After  much  trouble  in  regard  to  his  pecun- 
iary relations  with  the  parish,  in  which  patience,  forbear- 
ance and  Christian  inte^ty  were  conspicuous,  and  which 
arose  out  of  the  evil  system  of  compulsory  taxation  which 
he  came  at  last  to  abhor,  his  pastorate  terminated  Sept.  II, 

1786,  and  he  became  pastor  of  the  Federal  street  church  in 
Boston,  (afterwards  Dr.  Channing's,)  April  4,  1787.  He 
died  June  20, 1798.  In  his  ministry  the  "  half  wav  cove- 
nant"  plan  was  terminated.  At  a  church  meeting  held  Dea 
21,  17d8,  to  consider  the  disorders  of  the  chunm, ''  it  was 
agreed  that  all  who  own  the  Covenant  are  under  equal  Obli- 
gations to  all  Duties  and  have  an  equal  right  to  all  the  Piiv- 
ueges  of  Christians."  A  renewal  of  the  covenant  was  deemed 
advisable,  but  the  matter  was  delayed  until  Jan.  11,  1769, 
when  the  renewal  was  ordered ;  and  on  the  10th  of  May,  on 
a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  a  new  covenant  was  adopted ; 
thirty  nine  of  the  old  members,  two  of  the  "  half  way"  mem- 
bers, and  five  from  other  churches,  acknowledged  it. 

Robert  Gray,  twelfth  minister,  bom  in  Andover,  Ms.,  in 
1761,  graduated  H.  C.  1786,  was  oidained  at  Dover,  Feb.  28. 

1787.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  and  even  brilliant  talente^ 
but  of  loose  morality,  and  under  his  ministry  Dover  sadly 
deteriorated.  His  want  of  fitness  became  at  last  so  painfiil- 
ly  notorious,  that  the  necessary  separation  took  place  May 
a»,  1805.    He  died  Aug.  25, 1822. 

On  the  27th  April,  1§06,  a  cdl  was  unanimously  ^ven  to 
Martin  L.  Hurlbert ;  a  council  convened  to  settle  hun,  bat 
so  large  a  remonstrance  was  presented  from  the  parish  that 
it  was  judged  inexpedient  to  proceed.  He  became  an  open 
and  firm  Unitarian. 

Caleb  Hamilton  Shearman,  a  native  of  Brimfield,  Ma, 

SK>m  1779)  a  graduate  of  Brav<^  university,  was  ordained  at 
over  May  6, 1807,  and  dismissed  for  immorality  May  7, 
1812. 
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Joeeph  Waid  Claiy,  bom  in  Rowe,  Mb.,  Nov.  21, 1786, 
graduated  Middl€dt>ury  1808,  theologically  educated  at  An- 
ooYer,  was  ordained  May  7.  1812.  He  was  ^^  a  good  and 
pious  man,  a  serious  and  mithftd  pastor."  Dismissed  by 
mutual  council  Aug.  6, 1828,  be  died  A^  13, 1835,  and 
was  re-interred  at  I)iover  by  the  parish.  His  pastorate  was 
eminently  profitable.  Both  doctrmally  and  morally  the  town 
measurably  recovered  from  the  flood  of  evil  brought  in  by  his 
immediate  predecessors.  Up  to  Mr.  Claim's  ministry,  the 
his^ry  of  the  First  church  is  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the 
town.  The  introduction  of  manu£Eu;turing  now  increased 
the  population,  and  other  denominations  entered.  These 
wiH  be  noticed  &rther  on. 

In  the  First  Church,  Hubbard  Winslow  succeeded,  a  na- 
tive of  Williston,  Vt,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1825.  He 
was  ordained  Dec.  4, 1828.  In  the  midst  of  a  promising  re- 
vival his  health  ftiled  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave ;  he  was 
dismissed  Nov.  30, 1831.  During  his  pastorate  and  prior  to 
the  settlement  of  his  successor  one  hundred  and  seventy  four 
were  added  to  the  church,  of  whom  thirty  one  were  by  letter. 
Mr.  Winslow  settled  over  Bowdoin  street  church,  Boston, 
Sept.  26, 1832,  from  which  he  was  dismissed  in  1844.  The 
fifth  and  present  church  edifice  was  dedicated  Dec.  30, 1829. 
David  Boot,  his  successor,  a  native  of  Piermont,  graduated 
at  Middlebuij  1816,  ordained  over  the  second  Presbyterian 
church  in  Cmcinnati,  0.,  in  1820.  was  installed  over  this 
church  Feb.  6, 1833,  and  dismissed  Sept.  4, 1839. 

Jeremiah  Smith  Young,  a  native  of  Whitestown,  N.  Y., 
was  ordained  Nov.  20,  1839,  dismissed  on  account  of  ill 
health  Sept.  4, 1843,  and  has  never  been  since  settled. 
J  Homer  Barrows,  his  successor,  bom  in  Wareham,  Ms., 
Dec.  19, 1806,  graduated  A.  C.  1831,  educated  theologicallv 
a4  Andover,  was  ordained  in  Middleborough,  Ms.,  in  183^ 
was  stated  supply  at  Norton  1842  to  1845,  was  installed  at 
Dover  Juljr  9,  1845^  and  dismissed  July  6, 1852. 

Benjamm  FranUm  Parsons,  nineteenth  minister,  was  bom 
in  Wiscasset,  Me.,  June  22, 1820,  graduated  Bowdoin  1841, 
was  ordained  at  Watertown,  Wis.,  Jan.  25.  1847,  was  in- 
stalled at  Waukegan,  HI.,  Nov.  1, 1848,  ana  at  Dover  Jan. 
12^853. 

The  records  of  the  church  rive  no  information  as  to  mem- 
bership earlier  than  1717.  Snce  that  date  the  admissicms 
fiom  tne  settlement  of  one  pastor  to  that  of  his  successor 
hare  been  as  follows :  In  Mr.  Cushing's  ministry,  from  1717 
to  1767,  by  profession  130,  by  letter  9 ;  in  Dr.  Belknap's, 
j&wn  1767  to  1787,  by  profession  38,  by  letter  5;  in  Mr. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


324     '  STBAFFOBD  OOUNTT. 

QnfBy  firom  1787  to  1807,  hyfrokmosi  (cmppofied)  32 ;  in 
Mr.  Sheannan'g,  fiom  1807  to  1812  (in  part)  5 ;  in  Mr.  Gb^ 
ry's,  from  1812  to  1828,  by  professicm  67;  in  Mr.  WindoVe, 
from  1828  to  1833,  by  profession  143,  by  letter  31 ;  in  Mx. 
Boot's,  from  1833  to  1839,  by  profesrion  126,  by  letter  39; 
in  Mr.  Young's,  from  1839  to  1845,  by  profession  149,  by  kfc- 
ter  34;  in  Mr.  Banows',  friom  1845  to  1853,  by  profegaon 
31,  by  letter  27.  The  totel  therefore  in  136  years  is,  by  pit- 
fession  721,  by  letter  145— total  866.  The  number  of  inkri 
baptisms  under  the  different  ministries  were  as  follows :  jb. 
Cushing's,  (covering,  up  to  1730^  the  territory  of  Somew- 
worth  also,  and  for  his  whole  mmistiy  the  half  way  coie* 
nant,)  1128 ;  Dr.  Belknap's,  170 ;  Mr.  Grot's,  59 ;  Mr.  &hem- 
man's,  no  record ;  Mr.  Clary's,  42 ;  Mr.  Winslow's,  47;  JMr. 
Boot's,  46 ;  Mr.  Young's,  59 ;  Mr.  Barrows',  21;  total  in  1» 
years,  1572.  The  Metnodist  Episcopal  church  in  Dover  mi 
formed  in  1824 ;  their  house  was  dedicated  April  28, 1835, 
enlarged  June  1831 1  the  Society  was  incorporated  Jan.  ^ 
1827.  The  society  is  large  and  flourishing.  Bev.  L.  How- 
ard,  pastor.  The  UniverMJist  Society  of  Dover  and  Someifr 
worth  was  organized  March  23, 1825,  re-organized  as  of  D^ 
ver  alone,  in  1837;  their  church  edifice  was  dedicated  Dee. 
8, 1837;  their  church  was  publicly  recognized  Dec.  25, 1838. 
The  First  Freewill  Baptist  church  was  mthered  Sept  15, 
1826;  their  first  church  was  deNclicated  May  20,  ISSS,  and 
abandoned  a  few  years  since ;  their  present  one  is  the  second. 
The  First  Unitarian  Society  was  organized  Sept.  4, 1827; 
their  first  meeting  for  public  worship  was  held  Nov.  4.  Tbe 
church  was  oi^ganized  Feb.  17, 1829,  and  on  the  next  da? 
their  edifice  was  dedicated.  P.  Connovan  is  pastor  of  til 
Boman  Catholic  church.  The  foundation  of  their  chunk 
was  laid  May  17, 1828,  the  house  dedicated  Sept.  26,  183Qt 
it  has  since  been  enlaraed  to  accommodate  tndur  growiisl 
numbers.  St.  Thomas  (Episcopal)  church  was  organized  it 
the  course  of  services  held  by  Bev.  Thomas  B.  I^imbertia 
1839.  Sept.  20th  of  that  year  a  parish  was  oivanifled,  of 
eighteen  persons.  William  Morton  commenced  &e  regaltf 
duties  of  pastor  Dec.  8,  1839,  and  was  instituted  rector 
Jan.  27, 1841 ;  he  removed  in  the  autumn  of  1847.  Thonutf 
G.  Salter  conmienced  service  Dec.  12, 1847,  and  stiU  ofi- 
eiates.  The  church  was  consecrated  March  17, 1841.  Tbe 
Washington  street  Freewill  Baptist  church  was  organised 
Feb.  4, 1840 ;  the  society,  April  8, 1840.  The  church  edi- 
fice was  dedicated  in  1843.  ^"^hat  there  were  retHMi2s  in  tks 
earlier  histonr  of  Dover  is  unquestionably  true,  but  no  r»* 
cords  exist  of  any  prior  to  the  ministiy  of  Mr.  Claiy ;  d]fiB^ 
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ent  clinroheB  have  since  ezperieaiced  them,  but  all  are  witbm 
Ae  memory  of  the  livmg,  and  present  no  })eculiar  features. 
The  number  of  ministers  originating  in  tms  town  has  hetai 
■mall.  All  now  known  are  the  foUowmg :  John  Reyner,  jr., 
ike  seventh  minister  of  the  first  churdi,  ^f  whom  an  account 
has  been  given :  William  Waldron.  bom  in  Portsmouth  Nov. 
4, 1697,  a  grandson  of  Maj.  Bichara  Waldron  of  Dover,  grad- 
uated H.  C.  in  1717,  was  the  first  admission  to  the  church  in 
Mr.  Cushing's  ministry ;  he  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  new 
Bripk  church  in  Boston,  ordained  May  22, 1722,  and  he  was 
the  last  ordained  by  the  venerable  Inca-ease  Mather;  he 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  worth,  of  finished  educa- 
tion, of  stem  integrity,  of  warm  affections,  of  deep  piety ; 
**  he  died,"  sajrs  Cotton  Mather,  "  nobly ;"  his  death  took 
idace  Sept.  11, 1727:  Beub^i  Nason,  son  of  John  Nason, 
bom  about  1778,  was  fitted  for  ooU^e  by  Rev.  Robert  Gray, 
was  settled  in  Freeport,  Me.,  and  was  for  many  years  a  rep- 
utable teacher  in  Gorham,  Me. ;  he  died  very  suddenly  at 
Glarkson,  N.  C,  December,  1834 :  Charles  Dame,  bom  in 
South  Berwick,  Sept.  12, 1810,  is  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna 
P.  Dame ;  was  admitted  to  the  First  church  in  Dover,  July 
18, 1830 ;  graduated  Bowdoin  in  1835,  at  Andover  theolog- 
ical seminary  1838 ;  was  ordained  pastor  nt  Falmouth,  Me., 
May  29, 1839 ;  was  dismissed  Aug.  II,  1853 ;  installed  at 
Brentwood,  N.  H.,  May  17, 1854,  where  he  now  is:  John 
K.  Toung,  born  in  Dover  Murch  22,  1802,  son  of  Nathaniel 
aad  Betsey  (Kimball)  Toui^,  graduated  D.  C.  1821,  united 
wil^  the  Circular  Congregational  church  in  Charleston,  S.  C^ 
in  1826,  graduated  Andover  theological  seminary  and  was  oi^ 
d»ned  by  the  Londonderry  Presb^^ry,  1829 ;  was  agent  for 
me  American  Education  ^iely  a  year  or  more,  was  installed 
pastor  at  Laconia  Nov.  30, 1831,  where  he  now  is :  Auiin 
M.  Payson  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  First  church  Sept 
S^  1830,  graduated  D.  C.  1840,  is  a  licentiate  of  Piscataqua 
Association,  but  follows  the  |m)fes8ion  of  a  teacher :  Henry 
M.  Haskell,  a  son  of  Ezra  Haskell,  bom  in  Boston,  Ms.,  May 
10, 1828,  fitted  for  colWe  under  the  care  of  his  &ther,  (than 
and  now  a  resident  of  Dover,)  graduated  Tale  1849,  united 
with  the  college  churdi  in  18&,  graduated  Tale  Diviniijr 
gdiool  in  1852 ;  receiving  a  call  to  tne  Britidi  and  American 
Congre^tional  churdi  in  St.  Pelersbuig,  Bcesia,  he  wafl  cat^ 
datined  m  Central  dmrch,  Boston,.  Ma^  5,  1855,  and  kft 
immediately  for  his  fidd  of  labor;  after  only  five  months  of 
sm^oe  he  died,  greatly  lamented,  Oct  31, 1855;  his  di»- 
mae  was  typhus  fever, — a  younger  brother  of  the  last  namedl 
gmdoated  at  Tale,  entei«d  ilie  Episocpal  muustry,  aad  died 
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in  New  York  State  after  a  very  ihort  aervioe :  John  Colby, 
bom  in  York,  Me.,  Oct.  6, 1821,  was  for  some  years  a  printer 
in  the  employ  of  the  F.  W.  B.  printing  establishment  in  Do- 
ver ;  he  united  with  the  First  cnnrch  July  4, 1841,  graduated 
D.  C.  1852,  and  at  Andover  1855 ;  and  was  ordained  pa8t<» 
of  the  Congregational  church  in  Hampton,  Oct.  31,  1855 : 
Elbridge  G.  Brooks,  a  well  known  minister  of  the  XJniverea- 
list  denomination,  originated  also  in  Dover,  but  we  have  no 
dates  in  reference  to  him :  Charles  G.  Ames,  a  former  print- 
er, and  a  member  of  the  Washington  street  F.  W.  B.  chu^rdi, 
entered  the  ministry  of  that  denomination  since  1850 ;  he 
was  founder  and  is  now  the  successful  pastor  of  the  first  F. 
W.  B.  church  in  Minnesota,  at  Minneapolis:  Alonzo  H. 
Quint,  a  native  of  Bamstead  March  22, 1828,  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  1846,  of  Andover  1852,  and,  Dec.  27,  1853,  or- 
dained at  Jamaica  Plain,  Ms.,  pastor  of  the  Mather  Chaich. 


DUBHAM. 

Rot.  Altax  Tobbt. 

Durham  was  settled  as  early  as  1635.  but  was  not  flena- 
rated  from  Dover  as  a  townsmp  until  May  15, 1732.  But 
by  agreement  with  the  town  its  distinct  ecclesiastical  actH»i 
commenced  in  1651 ;  a  virtual  separation,  «8  a  pariA,  oc- 
curred in  1675 ;  and  an  unequivocal  incorporation  was  ob- 
tained May  4, 1716.  In  1651  the  town  of  Dover  voted  to 
sustain  two  ministers,  one  at  Dover  Neck  and  one  at  Oyster 
River  (Durham).  A  church  was  built  there  therefore  \m 
1655,  and  a  parsona^  in  1656.  The  same  year  Bev.  Mc 
Fletcher  bectune  their  minister.  He  remained  at  Durban: 
but  one  year,  when  he  left,  saving  that  he  was  "  not  mindec 
to  stay  any  longer,  but  to  rrepaer  himselfe  for  old  Ehi^- 
l^d."  We  suppose  he  is  the  same  man  who  was  afterwaras 
^'  ejected''  in  England  in  1662,  and  returned  to  America;  and 
the  one  who  was  afterwards  minister  at  Wells.  The  difficul- 
ties between  the  two  parts  of  Dover,  which  this  arrangement 
was  formed  to  settle^  broke  out  afSresh  after  his  departure, 
and  continued  with  httle  intermission,  until  the  vote  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Court  in  1675  authorized  the  peojte 
here  to  manage  their  own  ecclesiastical  aflhirs.  This  enfr- 
bled  them  to  hire  Mr.  John  Buss,  who  had  come  there  is 
1674,  and  who  became  their  minister  as  well  as  physiciaB. 
He  was  here  for  thirty  three  years.  He  is  said  to  have  died 
in  1736^  at  the  age  <n  106.    His  house  was  burned,  with  a 
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Talnable  library,  in  the  destructive  attack  of  the  Indians  on 
tUs  place,  then  known  by  the  name  of  Oyster  River,  in  1694. 

Bev.  Hugh  Adams  was  settled  here  and  a  church  formed 
March  26, 1718,  and  his  ministry  continued  till  1739,  with 
what  success  we  have  no  means  of  knowledge.  A  very 
unhappy  controveny  in  relation  to  pecuniaiy  matters  arose 
between  him  and  the  town,  which  was  not  settled  until  his 
deadi  in  1750.  He  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  1697,  at  the 
age  of  21.  He  was  ordained  in  the  second  parish  of  Brain- 
tre^,  Ms.,  Sept.  10,  1707,  and  was  settled  a  second  time  for 
a  brief  period  in  Chatham  on  Cape  Cod.  from  which  place  he 
wfs  dismissed  in  1716,  one  year  before  Ids  contract  with  the 
Oyster  River  parish. 

Bev.  Nichobs  Gilman  was  the  second  pastor.  He  was  a 
native  of  Exeter,  graduated  at  Cambrid^  in  1724,  was  set- 
tled in  Durham  in  1741,  and  died  in  1748.  He  was  a  good 
man,  prayerftil,  conscientious,  and  had  &vor  with  the  people. 
But  his  ministrv  was  harrassed  by  a  lawsuit,  prosecuted 
against  him  by  ms  predecessor  apd  defended  by  the  town. 
A  state  of  &iuitical  excitement  arose  also  in  his  time,  pro- 
moted by  a  man  named  Woodbury,  who  proved  a  worthless 
character,  and  "  became  a  vagabond  in  the  earth."  Mr.  Gil- 
man was  affected  by  the  excitement,  and  led  to  such  exces- 
■ive  labors  as  ^^  broke  the  firmness  of  his  constitution,  opened 
the  way  for  consumption,  and  sent  him  prematurely,  but 
deeply  lamented,  to  the  CTave."  He  was  buried  at  Exeter, 
ana  ms  body  carried  thither  in  funeral  procession  by  young 
men  of  the  town,  who  requested  the  privilege  of  performing 
this  service. 

The  third  pastor  was  Bev.  John  Adams,  a  nephew  of  the 
first.  He  was  a  native  of  Boston,  son  of  Matthew  Adams, 
mentioned  bv  Franklin  as  having  been  his  bene&ctor  in  boy- 
hood by  lending  him  books,  ^e  ministry  of  John  Adams 
commenced  in  1748;  but  the  stipulated  salary  of  ^^500 
pounds  old  tenor,  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage  property,  was 
to  commence  on  the  25th  of  March,  1749.''  Probably  that 
was  the  date  of  his  ordination.  He  lived  in  troublous  times, 
was  a  man  of  excitable  feelings,  lively  imagination,  and  un- 
doubtedly showed  superior  talents  as  a  writer,  and  as  a  speak- 
er on  the  impulse  or  an  occasion.  Mr.  Adams  was  a  ])hyBi- 
cian  as  well  as  a  minister.  He  was  liable  to  seasons  of  ex- 
treme depression  of  spirits.  When  freed  from  depression 
lApd  aroused  by  excitement  he  is  said  to  have  been  at  times 
v^ry  eloquent.  A  traditional  remark  concerning  him  is: 
^iP^^en  out  of  the  pulpit  he  appeared  as  if  he  ought  never  to 
gD  PSto  it;  and  in  it|  he  appeared  as  if  he  ought  never  te 
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ccfme  out."  After  a  ministrir  of  seailj  tUrt^  3r6ars  lie 
dismissed  Jan.  16, 1778,  in  coasequenoe  of  prejudicefl  excEted 
by  a  false  and  slanderotus  attack  on  his  chtmcter  by  a  worth- 
less woman.  His  ministry  was  afiberwards  continu^  in  Nei^ 
fidd  and  other  places  in  Maine. 

As  up  to  this  time  no  records  are  preserved,  there  are  no 
means  of  determining  the  number  of  members  in  the  chuxciL 
Probably  it  was  small,  not  more  than  50 ;  perhaps  at  no 
time  half  that  number.  After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Adams 
the  church  seems  to  have  been  tin  a  weak  and  broken  condi- 
tion. There  were  but  few  members,  and  th^  perhaps  iiot 
united  in  sentiment.    Preparatory  to  tiiie  settlement  o£  an- 


other p€wtor  thev  renewed,  their  covenant,  and  adopted  a 
oonfessian  of  fidth,  which  they  do  not  seem  to  have  had  be- 
fore. Nine  male  and  ten  female  members  appear  to  luure 
subscribed  the  confession  and  covenant  with  their  own  hands. 
The  name  of  the  clerk  at  the  time  is  not  among  them ;  and 
probably  some  others  did  not  sign.. 

Rev.  Curtis  Coe,  the  fourth  pastor,  was  ordained  Nor.  1, 
1780.  His  ministry  continued  twaity  five  and  a  half  years, 
and  closed  May  1, 1806.  Mr.  Coe  was  bom  at  Middletown, 
Ct.,  July  21, 1750,  graduated  at  Brown  University  1776, 
and  studied  theology  with  Bev.  Mr.  Benedict  of  his  native 
town.  After  his  di^oission  firom  Duriiam  he  resided  in  New 
Market,  and  performed  considerable  missionary  labor  in  viuri- 
ons  parts  of  the  country.  He  died  June  7,  1829,  nearly  79 
years  of  aee.  The  church,  small  at  the  hemming,  does  Bot 
appear  to  have  increased  in  numbers  under  his  lal^rs.  Lite 
his  predecessors,  he  was  the  minister  of  the  town.  And  this 
rdation  led  to  much  and  violent  oppontion,  which,  resulted 
in  his  dismission.  He  was  a  good  man,  rigorous  in  doctine 
amd  discipline,  clear  and  imj^irive,  perhaps  somewhat 
heavy  as  a  preacher.  His  ministry  does  not  seem  to  hova 
beeoi  very  suocessM  in  the  addition  of  members  to  the 
church,  or  the  increase  of  its  influence  in  the  community. 
During  Mr.  Ooe's  ministry  in  1792  the  third  house  of  wen** 
ship  was  buHt  by  the  town,  and  the  expense  defrayed  by  liie 
sale  of  the  pews.  It  was  a  large,  and  for  the  times  and  plaoe 
aoostly  building.  It  stood  for  56  yean,  and  was  taken  down 
in  1843,  preparatoiT  to  the  erection  of  the  present  honse^ 
uriiich  was  dedicated  Sept.  13, 1849. 

Mr.  Coe  was  the  last  minister  settled  and  supported  bn 
ihe  town.  AfW  his  dismission,  for  mote  than  ten  years,  -OffH^ 
church  was  without  a  pastor  and  continually  declinin^^  ^ 
^  Mb  additions  were  made  to  the  number  of  communioted  ^ 
from  Oct.  30, 1789,  to  June  22, 1817,  a  period  of  alii  a  ^ 
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e^hteen  yean.  By  the  v^orons  exertions  of  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants,  together  with  the  benevolent  assistance  of 
the  Massachnsetts  Society  fer  promoting  Christian  Knowl- 
edge, and  the  New  Hampshire  Missionary  Society,  provision 
was  made  for  the  support  of  a  minister ;  and  on  tne  18th  of 
June  1817,  the  Rev.  Federal  Burt  was  regularly  ordained  to 
the  pastoral  office  in  this  church."  Such  is  a  note  in  the 
records  hv  Mr.  Burt.  There  were,  at  the  time  of  his  settle- 
ment, only  two  acting  male  members  in  the  church,  one  of 
whom  was  ahnost  superannuated,  and  the  other  had  before 
rentoved  from  the  town,  but  returned  to  aid  in  the  settle- 
ment and  support  of  a  minister.  There  were  only  seven 
members  in  all,  one  of  whom  was  the  former  pastor,  not 
resident  in  town,  and  another  was  soon  made  the  subject  of 
discipline,  and  three  were  females.  Mr.  Burt  first  came  to 
the  town  in  June  1814,  as  a  missionary  of  the  Massachusetts 
Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowled^.  From  that  time 
until  his  oidination,  he  preached  here  at  intervals,  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  period.  He  became  interested  in  the  peo- 
ple, and  they  in  him ;  and  thus  the  way  was  prepared  for  the 
usefulness  of  his  mimstry. 

In  connection  with  his  ministry  a  Congregational  society 
was  organized,  the  Meeting-house  was  repaired,  and  a  very 
considerable  and  increasing  influence  was  exerted  in  &vor  o£ 
Congregationalism  ;  old  prejudices  were  allayed,  and  intelli- 
gent, evangelical  piety  was  promoted.  Additions  were  made 
to  the  church  soon  after  his  settlement,  and  continued  from 
time  to  time  ;  but  the  laicest  additions  were  after  a  revival 
of  religion,  which  followed  the  meeting  of  the  Gkneral  Asso- 
dation  in  Durham  in  1826.  That  revival  was  one  of  great 
interest,  and  moved  the  Congr^ational  part  of  the  commu- 
nity more  strongly^  perhaps,  than  ever  it  was  moved  before  or 
since.  As  the  fruits,  19  united  with  the  church  at  one  time. 
13  at  another,  and  five  at  another.  But  they  were  not  all 
good  fruit.    Five  of  them  have  since  been  excommunicated. 

The  revival  was  greatly  promoted  by  the  labors  of  Rev, 
Henry  Smith  of  Camden,  ST.  Y.  He  was  a  son  of  Ebene- 
zer  Smith,  Esq.  of  Durham,  and  cherished  a  deep  anxiety 
fbr  the  salvation  of  souls  in  his  native  place  and  the  vicinity ; 
he  labored  with  great  zeal,  perseverance  and  success.  He 
was  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season,  at  all  times  and  by 
all  means  striving,  by  the  prace  of  God,  to  save  men  from 
sin  and  death.  In  Dumam,  Newington,  Qreenland.  and 
other  places,  his  efforts  were  much  blest  of  God.  Mr.  raaith 
was  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  coll^,  and  studied  theology  at 
Andover  Semmary.    He  was  eminently  a  man  of  prayer^ 
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and  deyotedness  to  the  service  of  his  Master.  He  died  in 
Camden,  N.  Y.  in  1828. 

Mr.  Burt's  ministij  was  closed  by  his  death,  Feb.  9, 1828, 
having  continued  a  kttle  less  than  eleven  years.  In  its  prog- 
ress the  church  increased  from  seven  to  about  seventy.  It 
was  the  most  prosnerous  period  of  its  history.  Mr.  Burt 
was  bom  in  »outn  Hampton,  Ms.  Manrch  %  1789.  His 
Christian  name  was  given  by  his  &ther,  from  the  coincidence 
of  his  birth  with  the  organization  of  the  tJnited  States  gov- 
ernment under  the  present  Constitution,  and  the  inaugura- 
tion of  President  Washin^n.  He  graduated  at  Wimhms 
ooU^  in  1812.  He  studied  theology  vfdth  Dr.  L^nao^  of 
Hatfield,  Ms.  and  Dr.  Porter  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.  rrevi6u8 
to  his  settlement  in  Durham,  he  preached  some  weeks  and 
received  an  invitation  to  settle  at  Salisbury,  Conn.  For  sev- 
eral of  the  last  months  of  his  life,  being  unable  to  preach,  he 
was  editor  of  the  N.  H,  Observer  then  published  at  Ports- 
mouth. He  was  a  man  of  large  stature,  of  a  generous,  mag- 
nanimous spirit^  of  ardent  temperament,  yet  of  sound  judg- 
ment. Possessmg  superior  conversational  powers,  much  abQ- 
ity  in  extemporaneous  speaking,  and  being  skillftil  in  adapt- 
ing himself  to  people  of  different  classes  and  conditions,  ne 
was  naturally  a  leader  among  his  associates,  and  exerted  a 
great  personal  influence  in  the  community.  His  memory  is 
still  honored  and  precious.  Dec.  3, 1828,  about  ten  months 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Burt,  Bev.  Bobert  Page,  who  had 
before  been  settled  at  Bradford  in  this  State,  was  installed 
the  sixth  pastor  of  the  church.  His  ministry  was  short,  but 
in  a  ^ood  measure  useM.  The  Piscataqua  Association  had 
Toted  to  revise  their  Constitution.  One  article  of  the  new 
draft  was,  that  one  exercise  at  each  meeting  should  be  a 
sort  of  inqmry  meeting,  calling  out  the  religious  experience 
of  each  meml^r  since  tne  last  meeting.  The  first  tmie  that 
this  exercise  was  introduced  was  at  his  house,  in  1829  or 

1830.  That  meeting  was  followed  bv  some  awakening  among 
his  people,  which  resulted  in  the  addition  of  a  number  to 
the  church.  The  Temperance  Beform  was  well  commenced 
under  this  ministry.  Mr.  Page  was  dismissed,  from  fiulure 
of  pecuniary  support,  March  31, 1831.  He  is  well  known 
as  a  devoted  minister  of  Christ. 

Bev.  Alvan  Tobey.  a  native  of  Wilmington,  Vt.  April  I, 
1808,  a  graduate  or  Amherst  in  1828,  and  of  Andover  in 

1831,  began  to  Pj^l^  ^ol  Durham  on  the  first  Sabbath  in 
Octooer  1831.  The  church  and  society  did  not  then  con* 
sider  themselves  in  a  condition  to  settle  a  minister.  After 
two  years  they  had  gained  so  much  in  strength  and  interest^ 
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Aat,  with  tiie  help  of  9 100  from  the  New  Hampshire  Mis- 
rionary  Society,  a  settlement  was  effected,  Nov.  20, 1833. — 
In  that  two  years  there  was  some  religious  interest,  and  sev- 
eral additions  were  made  to  the  church.  And  for  some 
years  afterwards  there  were  times  of  seriousness,  and,  at  inter- 
vals, members  were  added  tiU  the  number  arose  to  83  or  84. 
But  now,  for  ten  or  twelve  vears,  the  additions  have  been 
"few  and  for  between,"  and  the  number  has  declined  to  less 
than  60.  But  the  society  has  gained  stren^h.  For  about 
fourteen  years  now,  no  missionary  aid  has  been  received  for 
the  minister's  salary.  A  neat  and  pleasant  house  of  worship 
hafif  been  built,  and  was  dedicated  Sept.  13^  1849.  In  the 
neW  house  the  congregation  is  somewhat  mcreased.  The 
Temperance  Reform  has  made  much  progress  ;  and  the  state 
of  morab  and  intelligence  in  the  community  seems  to  have 
improved.  May  the  almighty  grace  of  God  be  granted  to 
revive  his  work,  to  save  souls  from  death,  and  to  build  up  his 
kingdom  here. 


FARMINGTON. 

Rer.  Dkwimh  D.  Tappax. 

Farmington  was  taken  from  Rochester,  and  incorporated 
pec.  1,  1798.  It  has  enjoyed  Coiigregationalnreacning  at 
intervals  from  the  date  of  its  incorporation.  Missionaries, 
at  times,  preached  from  year  to  year  before  a  Congregational 
church  existed.  In  1819  a  Congreeational  churdi,  consist- 
injg  of  ei^ht  members,  was  orgamzed  bvRev.  James  Walker, 
who  officiated  here  for  sevewd  y^^^-  ^®  '^^'^  succeeded  by 
Bev.  Clement  Parker.  Rev.  Timothv  Morgan  was  the  stat- 
ed supply  three  or  four  years.  Afterwarfs,  Rev.  Joseph 
liane  preached  here  about  a  year  and  a  half.  Rev.  Benj.  Gr. 
WiUey  came  in  1847,  and  remained  three  years.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Sargent,  who  preached  about  one 
year.  The  present  minister.  Rev.  D.  D.  Tappan,  began  to 
pleach  here,  Oct.  24, 1852. 

The  whole  number  of  church  members  from  the  beginning  is 
68.  The  number  has  at  no  time  exceeded  30,  till  now.  The 
present  number  is  31.  Number  of  infant  baptisms  from  the 
first,  eight.  There  is  no  parsonage.  There  is  a  small  fund  of 
1300.  There  was  a  revival  imder  the  ministrv  of  Mr.  Walk- 
er, and  some  religious  interest  under  that  of  Mr.  Morgan. 

The  Freewill  Baptists  have,  more  or  less,  enjoyed 
preaching  for  many  years.      They  are  now  considerably 
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numeroufl,  and  have  recently  established  public  worship 
anew — it  had  been  for  some  time  suspended.  There  are 
but  two  places  of  stated  worship,  at  present,  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  town, — the  Freewill  Baptist  and  the  Congr^- 
tional.  The  average  attendance  m  both  together  does  not 
probably  exceed  300.  Population  of  the  town  not  far  from 
1800.  There  never  was  a  Congregational  minister  ordained 
or  installed  as  a  pastor  here.  The  church  clerk  has  no  rec- 
ord of  the  amount  annually  given  to  benevolent  objec^ts  in 
times  past.  At  present  a  very  commendable  spirit  of  liber- 
ality prevails.  Strenuous  eflforts  have  of  late  been  made  to 
suppress  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks,  and  the  resi4t  is 
highly  gratifying.  The  people  are  evidently  improving,— 
There  is  much  enterprise  here  in  things  secular,  and  the 
religious  prospects  brighten. 


GREAT  FALLS. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Thoeittor. 

Prior  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Great  Falls  Manu&cturing 
Company,  in  1823,  the  site  of  the  present  villa^  of  Great 
Falls  was  used  for  farming  purposes,  and  the  few  inhabitants 
of  the  neighborhood  were  numtered  among  the  parishioners  rf 
Rev.  Joseph  HiUiard,  in  Berwick,  and  Rev.  Reuben  Porter,  of 
the  old  church  in  Somersworth.  Soon  after  the  settlement  of 
the  village  commenced,  however,  religious  meetings  were  hold- 
en,  and  llev.  Mr.  Porter  statedly  preached  in  an  unfinifihed 
dwelling-house  on  Bridge  street,  belonging  to  the  Manufiic- 
turing  Company.  Meanwhile,  measures  were  beinff  taken  for 
the  organization  of  a  church,  and  on  the  16th  day  of  January, 
1827,  "The  Piscataqua  Association  of  Ministers"  met  m 
the  village,  approved  of  the  proposed  creed  and  covenant,  and 
established  the  "First  Congregational  Church  of  Great 
Falls/'  consisting  of  eight  memters.  Rev.  Mr.  Porter  con- 
tinued to  preach  as  "stated  supply,"  during  that  year,  but 
early  in  the  next  year^  Rev.  Josiah  T.  Hawes  was  ordained 
— ^the  first  settled  mimster.  A  meeting  of  citizens  favoraUe 
to  the  purpose,  was  holden  in  the  villj^  school-house  Sept. 
13, 1827,  and  "The  First  Congregational  Society  of  Great 
Falls"  was  oi^nized  under  the  new  law  of  the  State,  relating 
to  Religious  Societies.  Arrauffements  were  immediately  made 
for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  nouse  of  public  worship.  The 
Manufiswturing  Company  generously  contributed  an  appro- 
priate lot,  and  $500^  and  in  the  following  year  the  church 
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ym^^  completed  at  a  further  expense  of  about  94000.  It  waei 
dedicated  in  August  1828, — Rev.  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  preach- 
ing the  sermon  on  the  occasion.  Four  religious  societies,  of 
as  many  different  denominations,  were  established  in  the 
Tillage  at  about  the  same  time,  hence  each  was  small,  and 
all  were  more  or  less  dependent  upon  foreign  assistance. 
This  Society  was  aided  for  several  years  in  the  support  of  its 
pastor,  by  the  Piscataqua  Association,  the  New  Hampshire 
Missionary  Society  and  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  the 
proipotion  of  Christian  fcaowledge ;  but  its  ability  gradually 
increased  with  its  additional  numbers ;  it  soon  bmune  inde- 

rdent.  Pastors: — Bev.  Beuben  Porter,  "stated  supply" 
several  years ;  Rev.  Josiah  T.  Hawes— ordained  Jan.  23, 
1828— dismissed  Jan.  6^1830;  Rev.  William  Twining— 
Ordained  as  an  evangehst,  Jan.  6,  1830 ;  Bev.  James  A. 
Smith— ordamed  AprU  17, 1832— dismissed  July  19, 1837 ; 
Rev.  Alfred  (Goldsmith— ordained  Sept.  13, 1837— dismissed 
Aug.  24,  1838 ;  Rev.  John  B.  Adams — supplied  as  acting 
pastor,  from  Sept.  1838.  to  Jan.  1841 ;  Bev.  Samuel  Beane 
—ordained  July  7,  1841— dismissed  May  24,  1844;  Bev. 
James  T.  McCollom— installed  Oct.  2, 1844— dismissed  Dec. 
27, 1853 ;  Bev.  James  B.  Thornton— acting  pastor  from  April 

'  The  Methodists  at  the  present  time,  have  two  societies. 
A  Universalist  church  was  early  established  in  the  village, 
but  it  flourished  only  for  a  few  years,  and  its  Meeting-house 
has  since  been  used  as  a  dancing  hall. 

The  Congreg^tioi^al  church  hae  no  parsonage  and  no  ftmd^ 
depending  for  Its  support  upon  the  volimtary  contribution  of 
its  members.  The  salary  of  the  first  pastor  was  9  500,  of  the 
second  $  550,  and  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  correspon- 
ding to  the  increase  of  the  society  in  the  number  and 
means  of  its  members,  until  within  three  or  four  years  during 
which  the  i:egular  salary  has  been  fixed  at  $  1000.  Upwiards 
of  J  500  are  annually  given  for  beneyolent  purposes.  The 
average  attendance  upon  public  worship  m  all  the  five 
evangelical  churches  is  probably  not  for  from  2300 —  upwards 
of  one-fifth  of  which  number  attend  the  Congregational 
church.  Five  men  have  been  furnished  for  the  ministry. 
The  whole  number  of  persons  who  have  been  received  into 
the  church  is  463.  Present  members  149 — male  42,  female 
1P7 — ^infant  baptiscis  from  the  begitming  50. 

The  first  general  revival  of  religion  in  the  histoir  of  the 
church  occurred  in  1$30  and  '31,  when  more  than  100  names 
wei^e  added  to  its  list  of  menibers^  and  in  1840,  tmder  anothei^ 
outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  nearly  forty  others  were  converted. 
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The  reason  why  the  number  of  present  members  is  small 
in  view  of  the  whole  number  of  additions  and  the  agje  of 
the  church  is,  because  this  is  a  manufacturing  village,  with  a 
population  constantly  changing,  and  many  have  been  dismiss- 
ed and  recommended  to  other  churches.  The  church  has 
never  been  so  large,  and  in  some  respects  never  more 
prosperous  than  at  the  present  time. 


LEE.* 


There  is  not  now.  and  has  not  been  for  many  years,  a  Con- 
gregational church  nere.  It  has  been  supposed  there  never 
was  one.  But  Hon.  Valentine  Smith  of  this  town,  an  aged 
and  well  informed  man,  says  ^Hhere  was  a  church  there 
many  years  mo,  in  his  boyhood,"  (he  is  over  80  years  of 
age,)  ^^  that  aev.  Samuel  Hutchins  was  the  pastor,  that  he 
became  a  pauper,  dej^ndent  on  the  town."  There  is  a  r^- 
ular  Baptist  cnurch  m  the  town,  supplied  occasionally  wiSi 
preaching ;  and  also  a  Christian  baptist  church.  At  a  Meet- 
ing-house in  the  south  part  of  the  town  there  is  occasional 
preaching  by  ministers  of  different  denominations — Chris- 
tian, Baptist,  Methodist,  and  Second  Advent. 

At  the  Meeting-house  on  the  hill,  the  most  central  local- 
ity for  such  purposes,  there  has  been  Congregational  preach- 
ing durii^  the  summer  for  five  years.  A  licentiate  from 
Andover  ^minary  has  been  sent  there  for  the  spring  vaca- 
tion by  the  N.  H.  Missionary  Society;  and  the  supply  has 
been  continued  through  the  summer,  with  a  little  aid  from 
abroad.  Recently  the  people  have  raised  a  subscription  of 
f  300  to  obtain  tne  services  of  Mr.  Mason  Moore,  a  licentiate 
of  the  last  senior  class  from  Andover,  for  a  year,  and  have 
Implied  for  aid  sufficient  to  secure  the  supply.  Tney  have  a 
congregation  of  about  100,  and  a  respectable  Sabbath  School 


MADBURY. 

Anciently  a  part  of  Dover,  it  was  sundered  from  it  by  an 
act  of  incorooration  May  31,  1755.  Farmer  says  of  the 
town  in  1823 :  "No  church  can  with  propriety  be  said  to 
have  been  established  here.  In  1758,  Rev.  Samuel  Hyde^com- 
menced  preaching,  and  continued  until  1770,  but  no  r^ular 

*  Sketch  bf  Rot.  A.  Tob«7. 
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church  was  organized.  Bev.  Eliphaz  Chapman  officiated 
from  1771  until  1773;  when  Eld.  Wilfiam  Hooper,  a 
Baptist,  formerly  of  Berwick,^  commenced  preaching  and 
continued  several  years.  There  is  one  Meeting-house  in  Mad- 
buiy,  but  no  settled  minister.  There  are  a  considerable 
number  of  Friends  in  this  town  belonging  to  the  society  at 
Dover.  The  inhabitants  are  mostly  industrious  agricultur- 
alists ;  and  as  there  are  neither  stores  or  taverns  in  town,  in- 
temperance is  not  frequent  amonff  them." 

Some  forty  or  fifty  years  ago  mere  was  a  Baptist  church, 
of,  which  there  is,  now  living,  one  member^an  aged  woijaan, 
b^arin^  a  good  Christian  character.  There  is  now  a 
Oiristian  Baptist  church  in  town,  not  supplied  with  constant, 
por  very  fi^uent  preaching.  There  has  been  some  Method- 
ist preaching  here  for  a  few  years  jjast  in  the  summer 
season.  A  Sabbath  School  is  maintained  by  the  help  of 
one  or  two  young  men  fix)m  Dover. 

The  town  is  of  a  wedge  form,  and  so  situated  that  most 
of  the  people  could,  if  they  would,  attend  public  worship  in 
Durham,  I>over  and  Barrington,  as  some  of  them  do. 


MIDDLETON. 

Here,  as  in  very  many  towns  in  the  State,  fewer  inhabit- 
ants are  found  than  there  were  ten  or  twenty  years  ago — 
there  are  forty  seven  less  than  in  1790.  It  was  mooiporated 
March  4, 1778.  Lee  and  Bochester  sent  hither  the  men  who 
made  the  first  settlements.  Its  highest  population  was  in 
1790—617 ;  it  was  476  in  1850. 

Rev.  Nehemiah  Ordway,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1764, 
was  settled  here  in  1778,  and  remained  only  a  few  years. 
He  was  a  native  of  Amesbury,  Ms.  No  evidence  has  met  us 
that  a  Con^r^tional  church  was  ever  formed  here.  There 
is  a  Freewul  Saptist  church  of  48  members. 


MILTON. 

B«T.  Jakxi  Dolot. 


The  early  settlers  of  this  .town  were,  generally^  a  vigorous, 
intelligent  class  of  persons.  They  came  principally  fix)m 
Dover,  Madbury,  Bochester  and  towns  in  that  r^on^  where 
they  Imd  been  trained,  to  a  good  extent,  in  the  principles  of 
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Puritanism,  and  they  brou^t  those  principles  with  tbeip. — 
They  appireoiated  lehgioHS  m^titutiooa,  and  had  an  ^e  early 
to  their  establiahmeat  among  them.  This  town  mnnerlj 
made  a  part  of  Bochester.  and,  for  a  year  after  being  separa- 
ted fiom  it,  received  ike  labors  of  their  old  pastor  Bev.  Kr. 
Hayen  with  deep  gratitude.  They  hailed  his  regular  and 
occasional  visitings  with  great  interest.  But  they  needed 
more  constant,  steady  labors  among  them  than  their  old  min- 
ister with  a  large  home  parish  comd  give  them.  They  set 
their  &ces  therefore  to  miving  religious  institutions  ampng 
them  separate  firom  Bochester.  The  children  wished  to  set 
up  for  themselves  in  religious,  as  they  had  in  ijuunicipal, 
matters.  With  this  view,  they  made  strenuous  and  com- 
bined efforts  to  have  preaching  not  iumished  fix)m  the  parent 
town.  In  some  cases  a  sin^e  individual  would  pay  for  a 
Sabbath's  preaching,  then  his  neighbor  would  do  tne  same. 
After  this  they  womd  all  unite  to  get  one  or  more.  Beyond 
this^  they  sought  the  aid  of  the  New  Hampshire  Missionary 
Society  then  recently  formed.  This  Society  responded  to 
their  call,  and  sent  them,  among  some  others,  $ev.  Curtis 
Coe  formerly  jpastor  of  the  church  in  Durham.  He  super- 
intended the  formation  of  a  church  in  Milton.  This  took 
place  Sept.  8, 1815,  and  it  consisted  of  eight  members.  After 
the  formation  of  tne  church  Mr.  Coe  continued  to  labor  more 
or  less  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  preach.  Following  him  in 
the  ministry  of  this  place  was  Bev.  Dyer  Burge.  He  con- 
tinued some  twelve  months  or  more  among  them.  Follow- 
ing him,  after  no  bug  time,  Bev.  James  Walker  came  and 
remained  till  his  deatn,  which  took  place  on  the  fourth  day 
of  Sept.  1826.  During  his  ministry  the  churdi  was  couBid- 
erbly  enlarged  and  stren^hened.  With  God's  blessing  he 
helped  widen  and  consohdate  her  foundatioiw.  From  Ins 
death,  for  six  years,  there  were  no  r^^ar  ininistmtionB  of 
the  gospel  in  the  place,  only  preaching  €om  men  occasionallj 
laboring  among  tne  people,  such  as  were  secured  by  their 
united  contributions  or  sent  to  them  from  abroad. 

In  1832  Bev.  Benjamin  G.  WiUey  came  into  this  town 
and  labored  in  the  ministry  as  stated  supply  till  February 
1846 — nearly  fourteen  years.  During  his  mmistry  100  were 
received  into  the  churcn,  much  the  liuger  proportion  by  pro- 
fession. He  left  from  no  disaffection  on  his  part  or  on  uiat 
of  the  people.  A  good  parsonage  was  built  during  his  min- 
istry costing  some  ten  or  twelve  hundred  dollars^  likewise 
two  Meeting-houses,  one  at  tke  Pond  and  the  other  a^ 
Milton  Mills  village  so  called.  These  were  both  uoio^ 
houses,  not  free,  one  owned  by  the  Oongregatiooalists  and 
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Methodists,  api^  the  othei:  by  CpngiegationaUsts  and  Cal- 
vinifitic  Baptists.  Such  unio^  in  many  cases  may  not  be 
Qommendea,  but  here  it  worked  well,  and  xmder  the  circi;pu- 
stauces  was  the  best  thing  thSft  could  have  been  done  for  the 
promotion  of  religion  generally.  After  Mr.  Willey,  came 
xlev.  Edward  F.  Abbott  and  remained  in  the  place  as  minis- 
ter tiU  Ifay  10, 1848.  He  was  the  first  settled  pastor  the 
church  ever  had.  He  was  ordained  Aug.  19, 1846,  and 
^tired  from  that  ]:elation  to  this  people  at  the  time  just 
named.  He  left  in  good  and  regular  standing  as  a  minister. 
Very  soon  after  Mr.  Abbott  left,  Rev.  James  Doldt  came  to 
this  place,  and  has  labored  in  it  in  the  ministry,  as  stated 
supply,  ever  since.  During  this  time  20  have  been  added  to 
the  churdi — 10  by  profession  and  10  by  letter. 

The  gospel  is  supported  in  this  town  principally  by  indi- 
vidual contributions  taken  up  yearly  by  subscription.  There 
is  a  ministerial  fund  in  it  giving  an  annual  interest  of  sixty 
dollars,  which  is  divided  equally  among  four  denominations : 
Methodists,  Calvinistic  Baptists,  Christian  Baptists  and  Con- 
gregationalists.  The  Congregational  parish  embraces  about 
two-thirds  of  the  population  of  the  town,  and  it  is  believed 
the  average  attendance  on  public  wor^nip  is  about  150. 
Other  denominations  have' less  than  tins,  ranging  firom 
fiftv  to  one  hundred  ii^dividuals.  This  town  has  never  fur- 
nished a  man  for  the  Christian  ministry  in  either  of  the 
evan^lical  denominations  contained  in  it.  One  young  man 
in  this  parish  once  had  it  in  view  for  some  time,^  but  was 
finallj  deterred  bv  the  lean  support  and  hard  service  attend- 
mg  it.  Sixty  have  been  liaptized  in  infancy  since  Mr. 
Willey's  ministry  conmgiienced,  which  was  in  1832.  Before 
that  tin^e  there  were  some,  but  no  record  in  the  church  book 

S'ves  the  exact  number  ;  181  members  h^ve  been  added  to 
,  e  church  ^ce  its  formation.  Most  of  these  additions  have 
•  heen  the  fruit  of  what  may  be  termed  geijieral  revivals,  thou^ 
some  have  come  in  as  the  result  of  scattering  mercy  drops 
Mling  here  and  there  on  the  fields  of  Zion.  For  a  course  of 
years  some  twenty  five  years  ago,  there  were  many  interest- 
ing seasons  of  revival  in  this  town.  Numbers  of  those  we 
might  describe  at  length,  but  have  place  only  for  one.  This 
^^as  one  of  rare  interest,  ^nd  such  as  answers  our  conception 
of  a  model  revival.  The  center  of  it  was  in  a  lai^  school 
district  in  the  middle  of  the  town.  It  came  in  connection 
w^th  meetingfll  held  in  a  large  acl^l-house  of  the  district, 
cpntictued  day  after  day,  though  not  calle4  protracted  meet- 
ings. The  meetii^  as  they  succeeded  ^^ach  other  seemed 
to  be  dema;nde4  by  th^  f  t^to  of  leeling  v^  the  first  on^.— 
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This  being  £ull,  called  for  the  second,  the  second  for  the  third, 
and  so  on  to  the  end.  This  marked  a  distinction  between 
them  and  many  continued  meetings,  where,  without  much 
reference  to  feeling  in  commencing,  a  certain  number  of  days 
are  previously  set  apart  for  religious  services.  As  a  result  of 
the  meetings  of  which  we  speak,  about  thirty  werehopeftilly 
converted  and  some  ten  or  twelve  family  altars  reared.  Great 
solemnity  and  stillness  characterized  these  successive  meet- 
ings. There  was  nothing  which  was  so  obvious  to  the  spec- 
tator as  these.  The  consequence  was,  and  this  we  deein 
a  fitting  consequence,  the  conversions  in  them  were  deepan^ 
thorougn.  Time,  to  a  large  extent,  has  proved  this.  Com- 
pared with  forty  years  ago^  the  state  of  things  in  this  to¥ni 
as  to  general  morality,  spirit  drinking,  licentiousness,  con- 
tentions, rude  and  debcising  society  in  taverns,  has  greatly 
improved. 


NEW  DURHAM. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Porter,  D.D.,  was  ordained  here  Sept.  8, 
1773,  and  removed  in  1777.  He  was  settled  the  next  year 
at  Conway.  Elder  Benjamin  Randall,  who  is  regarded,  as 
the  founder  of  the  Freevml  Baptist  churches,  began  his  work 
here  in  1780,  and  organized  a  diurch.  Some  account  of  him 
will  be  found  in  this  work,  in  the  history  of  New  Castle. — 
There  are  Freewill  Baptist  churches  here  with  about  130 
members.  It  was  incorporated  in  1762  with  a  small  popu- 
lation— ^but  286  persons  are  found  here  in  1775.  With  all 
other  denominations,  the  Freewill  Baptist  churches  have  oc- 
casion to  bless  God  lor  raising  up  and  sendinj;  Whitefield  out 
to  preach ;  their  founder's  heart  was  given  its  peculiar  /re. 
though  not  its  peculiar  doctrines,  firom  the  blessing  of  Qoa 
upon  his  words  of  eloquence  and  love.  Rev.  Messrs.  N. 
Beny,  D.  Wedgewood  and  J.  Glines,  are  ministers  here. 


ROCHESTER. 

IUt.  J.  C.  BlAOBAyB. 


The  oharter  of  G^eorge  I.  is  dated  May  10, 1722,  granting 
to  certain  petitioners  the  township  of  Rochester,  provided 
that  "a  Meeting-house  be  built  therein  for  the  public  wor- 
ship of  Qod"  within  four  years  from  the  date  of  tke  charter. 
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But,  at  that  period,  the  howl  of  the  wolf,  the  yeU  of  the 
savagje,  and  the  report  of  the  huntsman's  gun.  were  the 
principal  sounds  that  disturbed  the  silence  of  tnese  dense 
swamps  and  primeval  forests.  For  more  than  a  hundred 
years  after  Wtnichahanat  had  been  settled  by  the  London 
fish-mongers,  the  Indian's  wigwam  was  the  only  human 
habitation  lietween  Dover  ana  Canada.  To  commence  a 
settlement  and  clear  the  lands  at  this  distance  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Cochecho,  was  an  enterprise  of  no  common  peril,  while 
a  cruel  and  revengeftd  enemy  continually  hovered  upon  the 
frontier.  It  was  not  therefore  till  1728,  that  the  first  fami- 
ly was  permanently  settled  in  this  town.  Two  years  subse- 
quent to  this  date  the  proprietors,  induced  in  part,  doubt- 
less, by  the  hope  of  attractmg  hither  a  sober  and  industrious 
class  of  citizens,  voted  to  "build  a  house  of  worship,  forty 
feet  by  thirty  five,  and  eighteen  feet  studs."  To  defray  the 
expense  of  its  erection,  they  taxed  the  owners  of  whole 
shares  of  land  three  pounds,  and  other  proprietors  in  the 
same  proportion.  In  1732  they  voted  to  call  a  minister, 
and  every  share  was  taxed  forty  shillings  per  annum  for  his 
support.  But,  for  obvious  reasons,  all  tnese  measures^  to 
secure  an  adequate  support  for  a  minister  could  but  partial- 
ly succeed.  It  required  something  more  than  the  efforts  of 
proprietors,  most  of  them  non-resident,  to  give  strength  and 
permanency  to  gospel  institutions  in  this  place.  Besides, 
there  was  no  Missionary  Board  to  send  forth  a  pioneer  in 
the  cause  of  truth,  to  preach  and  labor  among  the  early 
settlers  in  this  wild  region.  But  the  men  who  first  made 
turpentine  and  potash  on  Norway  Plains  and  cut  down 
masts  and  ship-timber  on  Si^uamanagonic  Hill,  the  formers 
that  first  built  their  log  cabins  and  cleared  their  three  acres 
of  tillage  land  in  this  town,  were  the  friends  of  religion,  and 
they  determined  to  give  their  children  an  example  of  fideli- 
ty to  the  cause  of  Onrist. 

In  the  year  1737,  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province 
passed  "an  Act  for  the  better  support  of  the  gospel  minis- 
try in  Rochester."  The  preamble  of  this  Act  was  in  part 
as  follows:  ** Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  Rochester,  have 
INBtitioned  this  Court,  setting  forth  that  they^  being  about 
sixty  families,  were  without  a  settled  ministry  m  said  town, 
and  in  such  low  circumstances,  that  they  were  unable  to 
support  the  same :  Wherefore  they  prayed  that  a  commit- 
tee might  be  appointed  by  this  Court,  to  caU  a  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  and  tnat  a  tax  might  be 
laid  on  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  Itrnd  in  said  town^ 
toward  the  support  of  uie  gospel  ministry  there."    The 
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above  named  Act  authorized  the  levpng  of  an  annual  tax 
of  fifteen  shillings  upon  each  share  of  hmd  for  ^^the  support 
or  an  Orthodox  Minister  of  the  gospel"  In  May  of  the 
same  year,  "  the  Bevd,  Mr,  Amos  main  became  the  settled 
minister  of  this  town,  for  whose  support  a  salary  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  five  pounds  "oW  tenor*'  was  raised,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  proceeds  of  the  "Parsonage  share  "  which  were 
to  be  employed  perpetually  for  the  benefit  of  the  minister/* 
Mr.  Main  also  came  into  possession  of  "the  first  minister's 
ahare"  which  was  his  by  absolute  right  according  to  tl^ 
provisions  of  the  charter.  The  town  promised  also  to  buHA 
him  a  two-story  house  forty  feet  by  twenty,  wherever  ana 
whenever  he  should  request  them  so  to  do.  There  is  evidence 
that  the  town  made  ample  provision  for  the  support  of  a 
minister  during  the  whole  of  that  century.  As  the  curren- 
cy of  the  country  depreciated  in  value  the  stipulated  salary 
was  increased  in  due  proportion.  Notwithstanding  the  scar- 
city of  capital  and  the  poverty  of  almost  every  family,  the 
paator  was  well  provided  for  and  the  pecuniary  obligations 
of  the  people  to  him  were  sacredly  regarded.  When  life 
was  daily  exposed  to  the  Indian's  tomahawk ;  when  nothing 
but  the  unparalleled  bravery  of  those  pioneers  of  civilization 
became  the  means  of  preserving  the  whole  settlement  firom 
destruction ;  when  men  labored  m  the  fields  with  their  mus- 
kets at  their  sides,  and  went  to  church  armed  as  if  for  the 
battle  field,  even  then  the  labors  of  a  pastor  were  valued  so 
highlv,  that  to  vote  his  salary  and  assess  the  ministerial  tax 
was  the  most  important  item  of  town  business.  In  1747,  it 
was  voted  to  raise  onehmdred  and  siocty  pounds  for  the  support 
of  the  gospel,  and  Jive  pounds  for  other  town  purposes.  In 
1742  it  was  voted  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  that  "aH 
the  MUl  seats  should  be  given  for  the  support  of  the  gospel 
ministry  in  the  town  of  Rochester  forever ;  to  be  divided 
equallv  among  them  if  ever  there  should  be  more  than  one 
settled  minister  iti  town." 

The  ministry  of  Mr.  Main  continued  till  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  5^  17^0.  He  had  labored,  for  twenty  three 
years,  for  the  spiritual  good  of  this  flock  and  apparently  with 
good  success.  It  is  not  difllcult  to  picture  to  ourselves  this 
beloved  pastor,  as  he  penetrates  the  remotest  bounds  of  his 
parish,  to  comfort  the  afficted,  to  speak  of  Jesus  to  the 
ayiDg.  We  see  him  threading  his  way  through  the  narrow 
defiles  leading  to  some  opening  in  the  forest,  where  a  family 
of  his  congregation,  after  mcredible  labor,  have  just  begun  to 
find  the  soil  capable  of  yielding  them  a  support ;  he  sits  down 
with  them  in  their  log  Ijiut  to  eat  wholesome  brown  bread 
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and  talk  over  their  past  experiences  of  sorrow  and  of  joy, 
and  then  to  join  with  them  in  devout  praise  to  God  for  his 
mercy  to  the  infant  settlement.  Sometimes  the  theme  on 
every  tongue,  was  the  last  murder  of  a  much  loved  fellow 
citizen,  or,  the  capture  of  a  little  boy  by  the  Indians.  There 
were  times  when  the  bravest  trembled  at  the  thought  that 
they  and  their  little  ones  were  daily  exposed  to  death. — 
There  was  work  enough  for  a  pastor  to  do  in  those  perilous 
times,  if  it  were  only  to  visit  his  widely  scattered  flock,  and 
iiispire  them  with  courage  and  hope^  on  occasions  which 
tried  men's  souls.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  many  of  the 
original  roads  and  bridges  of  this  town  were  petitioned  for 
and  built  to  accommo(mte  the  inhabitants  in  respect  to  the 
meeting  upon  the  Sabbath.  Their  first  thought  was,  not 
for  a  road  to  market,  or  to  a  farm  in  some  other  section  of 
the  town,  but  for  a  road  to  the  house  of  God ! 

Mr.  Main  was  followed  in  the  pastorate  by  the  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Hill,  who  was  ordained  Nov.  19, 1760.  But  his  death 
occurring  April  19,  1764,  the  town  was  without  a  settled 
minister  till  the  installation  of  the  Rev.  Avery  Hall,  which 
occurred  Oct.  15, 1766.  The  ministry  of  Mr.  Hill  seems  to 
have  been  a  peaceftd  and  prosperous  one,  and  he  died  deeply 
lamented  by  nis  people.  The  latter  part  of  Mr.  Hall's  mm- 
istry  was  greatly  embittered  by  fierce  contentions  among 
the  memlSrs  of  his  church  and  congregation.  Numerous 
charges  to  the  discredit  of  the  pastor,  whether  true  or  false, 
led  to  the  organization  of  two  violent,  opposing  parties,  to 
the  calling  oi  an  ex  parte  council,  and  to  many  otner  trans- ' 
actions  not  peculiarly  promotive  of  brotherly  kindness  and 
spirituality.  At  len^h,  the  church  voted  by  a  majority  of 
one  to  abide  by  the  (Scision  of  the  council  and  accepted  Mr. 
Hall's  resignation,  April  10, 1775. 

On  the  10th  of  tfanuary  1776,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Haven 
was  settled  over  the  parish,  who  retained  the  relation  of 
pastor  till  his  death  in  1825.  He  was  for  forty  nine  years 
the  minister  of  this  people,  and  enjoyed  in  a  remarkable 
degree  the  affection  of  the  entire  population.  He  was  affa- 
ble, witty,  the  friend  of  the  aged  and  the  young  alike.  The 
peculiar  events  and  circimistances  of  the  period  in  which  he 
commenced  his  labors  here,  the  country  being  already  invol- 
ved in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  the  great  length  of  his 
ministry,  and,  above  all,  his  social  qualities  and  habits  ren- 
dered him  an  object  of  deep  interest  to  almost  every  person 
in  the  parish.  He  is  said  to  have  been  Arminian  in  his  the- 
olo^,  and  perhaps  more  partial  to  the  pleasures  of  pastoral 
visitation  than  to  those  of  profound  and  protracted  studj*. 
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The  half  century  following  the  war  of  the  Bevolution  was, 
in  many  respects,  a  disastrous  one  to  the  interests  of  religion 
in  this  place.  Intemperance,  infidelity  and  error  were  grad- 
ually creeping  in,  not  sparing  even  some  professed  followers 
of  Uhrist.  Men  lost  in  a  large  measure  those  strict  and  vir- 
tuous principles  and  habits  which  marked  the  preceding  age. 
They  oegan  lightly  to  esteem  the  Scriptures,  to  desecrate 
the  Sabbath,  and  in  many  instances  to  withdraw  utterly  from 
the  house  of  God.  The  sanctuary  which  the  fathers  had 
built  with  incredible  difficulty,  but  with  strong  feith  in 
God ;  the  house  that  had  been  completed  in  the  midst  of  th4 
war  of  the  Bevolution,  and  which  the  fathers  had  thronged 
while  the  country  was  overwhelmed  with  misfortune  and 
sriffering,  was  well  nigh  forsaken  now.  Religion  ceased  to 
command  the  general  respect  and  attention.  It  partially 
lost  its  influence  over  the  customs  and  conduct  of  society. — 
"The  halfway  covenant"  had  begun  to  bear  its  bitter,  bitter 
fruits,  in  this  church,  and  many  professed  followers  of  Christ 
were  apparently  destitute  of  vital  godliness. 

But  there  appeared  a  new  and  hopeM  sign  in  the  midst 
of  the  prevailing  irreligion  and  immorality.  The  labors  of 
some  Methodist  preachers  were  blest  to  the  conversion  of 
quite  a  number  of  persons  in  different  parts  of  the  town. — 
The  foundations  of  a  church  were  laid,  which  is  now  among 
the  lar^st  and  most  influential  belonging  to  that  denomi- 
nation m  the  State. 

In  July  1823,  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Upham,  feeling  a  deep 
interest  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  native  town  and  of  the 
church  to  which  he  belonged,  became  the  associate  pastor  of 
this  flock.  "The  half  way  covenant"  was  exchanged  for 
one  better  adapted  to  the  advancement  of  piety  m  the 
church.  The  sanctuary  was  once  more  filled  with  attentive 
listeners  and  devout  worshipers.  The  people  of  God  began 
to  rejoice  in  the  evident  tokens  of  the  divme  fiivor,  and  the 
restoration  of  light  and  salvation  to  this  people.  A  laijge 
number  were  added  to  the  church,  and  a  foundation  laid  for 
what  we  may  hope  will  yet  become  the  glorious  spiritual 
temple  of  the  Loril. 

Mr.  Upham  having  been  called  to  a  professorship  in  Bow- 
doin  college,  in  1825,  Rev.  Isaac  Willev  was  inducted  into 
the  pastoral  office  here  in  January  lo26.  The  great  evil 
which  he  had  to  encounter,  was,  the  prevailing  habit  of 
intemperance.  There  were  many  in  the  church  who  had 
not  yet  begun  to  feel  the  common  danger  resulting  fit)m  this 
vice^  and  there  were  some  among  them,  whose  personal 
habits  brought  great  dishonor  upon  the  Christian  name. 
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Intemperance  threatened  to  sweep  away  the  last  vestige  of 
morality  and  piety  still  remaining  in  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  was  ascertained  that  more  than  six  thousand  dollars 
were  annually  expended  in  this  toum  alone  for  intoxicating 
drinks.  The  Temperance  Eeform  had  not  yet  begun  its 
blessed  work  in  most  of  the  towns  of  New  England.  The 
few  who  understood  the  universal  danger  were  praying  for  a 
speedy  deliverance.  At  this  time  the  pastor  who  had  Just 
commenced  his  labors  here,  was  at  first  opposed  and  demm- 
ed^  in,  his  endeavor  to  remove  intemperance  from  the  church 
aud  to  maintain  the  principle  of  total  abstinence.  But  the 
gbod  work  went  on,  a  wholesome  discipline  was  ^  exercised 
toward  the  erring,  and  soon,  the  church  united  in  the  effort 
to  eradicate  so  great  an  evil  from  the  community.  In  1826 
commenced  a  refreshing  outpouring  of  divine  influences 
among  this  people.  For  several  years  the  good  work  went 
on,  and  the  church  was  increased  and  edified.  In  1831,  the 
revival  reached  the  point  of  deepest  infiuence^  and  in  that 

J  ear  quite  a  number  became  the  hopeful  subjects  of  grace, 
n  1828  commenced  the  work  of  systematic  and  thorough 
Bible  distribution  in  this  town  and  county.  About  tne 
same  time  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  also  began  to  awa- 
ken new  interest  in  the  church  and  congregation.  The 
churches  of  the  conference  assumed  the  responsmility  of  sus- 
taining at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  a  missionary  who  had  gone 
forth  uom  their  midst.  This  devoted  and  fidthM  man  still 
lives  to  labor  in  that  field,  sustained  no  longer  by  foreign 
aid,  but  by  the  voluntarv  exertion  of  those  whom  he  has 
been  instrumental  in  elevating  from  the  d^radation  of 
heathenism,  to  the  honor  and  blessing  of  behevers  in  tli^ 
ffospel  of  Christ.  Mr.  Willey  was  dismissed  in  1834  to 
become  the  Secretary  of  the  New  Hampshire  Home  Mission- 
ary Society. 

In  January  1837  Bev.  Edward  Cleaveland  was  installed 
pastor,  but  was  dismissed  in  October  of  the  same  year,  at 
his  own  request.  Bev.  F.  V.  Pike  was  called  to  the  pasto- 
rate in  1839.  who  continued  his  labors  till  September  1841. 
Bev.  J.  E.  i^arwell  entered  upon  his  labors  here  in  1843. — 
Up  to  this  time  the  Meeting-house  had  stood  at  the  foot  of 
the  plain  upon  which  the  village  is  built.  But  this  year  it 
was  moved  to  a  more  central  and  desirable  location,  i^or- 
oughly  repaired,  and  consecrated  anew  to  the  worsnip  of 
God.  This  took  place  in  August,  and  at  the  same  time 
Mr.  Farwell  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church.  He  contin- 
ued his  labors  here  till  1852.  After  enjoying  the  labors  of 
Bev.  O.  Spaulding  for  a  year  as  stat^  supply,  Bev.  J  0. 
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SeaOTave,  the  present  pastor^  began  his  ministry  amonff  this 
flock  in  Dec.  1853,  and  was  installed  in  May  1854.  If  the 
spiritual  condition  of  this  church  and  people  be  not  such  to 
to  give  just  occfiwion  for  despondency  and  alarm,  surely  it 
demands  the  earnest  prayer  of  every  Christian  heart :  "0 
Lord,  revive  thy  work ! " 


EOLLINSFORD— SALMON  FALLS. 

IUt.  E.  E.  Atwatsb.  > 

A  few  persons,  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Salmon  Falls, 
having  assembled  Jan.  3, 1846,  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
forming  an  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  the  Congregational  Or- 
der, unanimously  resolved:  "That  the  interests  of  religion 
and  good  morals  in  our  village  require  the  organization  of 
such  a  Society,"  and  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
constitution. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  Jan.  9,  the  Society  wus  duly 
organized.  Rev,  B.  L.  Swan  was  immediately  engaged  to 
preach  three  months.  In  April  following,  Mr,  Samuel  J. 
Spaulding  was  engaged  to  preach  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
In  the  same  montn  mcipient  steps  were  taken  towards  form- 
ing a  church  which  was  organized  May  1, 1846,  by  an  ecclefii- 
astical  council  convened  for  the  purpose,  adopting  a  confession 
of  faith  and  covenant,  and  consisting  of  fourteen  members. 
Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  church,  John  Crosby  and 
Oilman  Jaquith  were  chosen  deacons.  Mr.  Spalding,  Iiaving 
received  a  unanimous  invitation  to  become  the  pastor  of  thig 
church  and  society,  was  ordained  and  installed  Oct.  28, 1846. 
The  deacons  of  the  church  having  removed  from  town.  Chas. 
F.  Stewart  and  Horace  Barbour  were  elected  deacons  May  5, 
1848.  At  a  meeting  of  the  church,  April  20, 1849,  the  sub- 
ject of  building  a  house  of  worship  was  considered,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  procure  by  subscription  the  ftmds 
necessary  for  the  purpose.  At  a  subsequent  meeting,  a  re- 
port favorable  to  the  enterprise  was  presented,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  contract  for  and  superintend  the  erec- 
tion of  the  house ;  which  was  completed  m  the  spring  of  the 
following  year,  and  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Uod,  May  1, 
1850.  5iev.  Mr.  Spalding  haying  received  an  invitation  to 
become  the  pastor  of  the  Whiteneld  Congremtional  church 
in  Newburyport,  Ms.,  his  pastoral  relation  to  tnis  church  add 
eociety  was  dissolved  June  9^  1851.  Bev.  Bdwcud  E.  Atwa- 
ter,  the  present  pastor,  was  metalled  Teh.  3, 1852.  Preaetit 
number  of  niemDers/  91. 
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SOMERSWORTH. 

8oinefsworth  was  settled  prior  to  1700,  being  then  ^rt 
of  Dover,  not  however  at  the  present  center  of  popnlatiou, 
bat  around  the  old  burying  ground  at  the  junction  of  the 
Great  Falls  Brandi  with  the  B.  &  M.  railroad,  as  well  as 
near  Cochecho  river,  and  also,  as  early  as  1634,  on  the  New 
Hampshire  side  of  Salmon  Falls.  Up  to  1713  or  therea- 
bouts the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  travel  from  five  to 
e^ht  miles  to  the  church  on  Dover  Neck ;  when  the  new 
diurch  was  erected  at  Cochecho,  the  distance  was  shortened 
1^  four  miles ;  but  the  increased  number  of  inhabitants  ena^ 
bled  them  to  procure  an  act  incorporating  them  as  a  distinct 
parish  in  1729-30,  when  65  men  petitioned  for  that  privi- 
lege. 

The  people  had  had  preaching  there  as  early  as  1727  by 
James  rike,  who,  Oct.  28, 1730^  was  ordained  pastor  of  a 
new  church  there ;  he  was  bom  in  Newbury,  Ms.,  March  1, 
1703,  graduated  H.  C.  1725 ;  after  graduating  he  taught 
school  m  Berwick,  Me.,  just  opposite  Somer^worth,  bjr  which 
he  was  led  to  preach  in  the  latter  place.  He  remained  at 
Somersworth  until  his  death,  March  19,  1792,  having 
preached  his  last  sermon  Oct.  31, 1790.  "  He  was  a  faithfm 
servant  of  Christ,"  and  his  ministry  was  a  peaceful  one. 
Nicholas  Pike,  author  of  Pike's  Arithmetic,  was  his  son. 

The  first  Meeting-house  in  this  town  was  erected  in  1729, 
and  taken  down  in  1773.  The  second  Meeting-house  was 
erected  in  1772,  and  consumed  by  lightning  in  a  violent 
thunder  storm.  May  4,  1779.  It  happened  lubout  the  mid- 
dle of  the  day.  Its  severity  was  caused  by  the  jimction  of 
two  clouds  directly  over  this  town ;  one  of  which  rose  in  the 
N.  W.  and  the  other  in  the  S.  W.  The  clouds  ran  low ;  and 
during  the  space  of  half  an  hour  it  rained  and  lightened  in- 
cessantly, accompanied  with  tremendous  peals  of  thunder. 
The  steeple  of  the  Meeting-house  was  struck  with  the  light- 
ning, which  passed  down  by  one  of  the  posts  of  the  belfiy 
adjoining  the  house,  and  in  about  an  hour  it  was  in  ashes. 
The  bell  was  melted  and  fell  in  a  state  of  fiision.  The  third 
Meeting-house  was  erected  in  1780. 

Rev.  Pearson  Thurston  was  ordained  here  Feb.  1, 1792, 
dismissed  Dec.  2, 1812,  and  died  Aug.  15, 1819.  The  house 
he  occupied  was  burned  up  in  January^  1812,  and  the  church 
records,  communion  service,  and  a  social  library. 

This  church  now  grew  more  and  more  feeble  till,  in  1827> 
it  had  but  five  members,  and  in  1829  but  two. 
23 
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In  the  meantime.  Great  Falls  and  BoUinsford  or  Salmon 
Falls  were  growing  into  importance,  and  in  both  are  now 
found  large  and  efficient  churdies,  and  both  are  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  town  of  Somerswortk  And  so  the  church 
of  Christ  is  not  extinct  on  this  ground.  In  the  two  church- 
es above  alluded  to,  more  than  250  members  are  embraced ; 
00  that,  if  we  take  the  extinction  of  this  church  as  evidence 
of  decrease  of  piety  in  the  town,  we  greatly  err.  And  in 
hundreds  of  cases  in  New  England  where  there  is  mourning 
over  the  weakening  and  decay  of  our  churches,  were  the  fisM^ 
fully  known,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  numbers  emigrating 
from  them  are  the  nucleus  of  new,  perhaps  larger  churches— 
if  not  in  the  same  town — ^in  some  distant  border  of  tiie  coun- 


STRAFFORD 

Was  disannexed  from  Barrington  and  incorporated  June 
17, 1820,  with  a  population  of  2144 ;  it  now  has  1920.  At 
that  time  four  Freewill  Baptist  churches  were  existins^ 
here,  three  of  them  embracing  about  100  members  each^  and 
the  fourth  37  members.  These  churches  now  contain  about 
350  members.  In  this  town  and  in  South  Barrington  six 
ministers  of  this  denomination  are  found ;  also  one  minister 
of  the  Christian  denomination,  and  no  others. 
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ANDOVER,* 

Tlie  early  history  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Ando- 
ver  has  not  been  very  fully  recordS.  Eev.  Mr.  Kingsbury, 
upon  visiting  the  glace  in  September  1828,  found  the  church 
formerly  established  extinct.  The  venerable  pastor  and  one 
aged  member  of  the  church  were  still  living.  iTo  records  nor 
church  documents  could  be  found.  The  foUowing  statements 
are  derived  from  various  sources. 

The  first  grant  of  Andover  was  made  in  1746,  under  the 
name  of  New  Briton.  The  first  inhabitant,  Joseph  Fellows, 
moved  into  town  1761.  It  received  its  present  name  of  An- 
dover 1779.  A  house  for  public  worship  was  erected  by  the 
proprietors,  in  which  there  was  occasional  preaching.  In 
1782,  Oct.  30th,  Rev.  Josiah  Badcock  was  ordained  over  a 
church  organized  the  same  day,  consisting  of  six  members. 
The  church  increased  to  about  30,  and  afterwards  gradually 
diminished  till  1809,  when  the  pastor  was  dismissed.  After 
this,  there  was  occasional  preaching  and  the  form  of  a  Con- 
gregational society  for  pany  years.  For  a  few  years  prior  to 
1829  the  Congregational  people  united  with  other  denomi- 
nations under  the  name  of  the  Union  Society. 

Jan.  13,  1829,  a  Congregational  church  was  formed  con- 
sisting of  ten  members,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Kingsbury  was  set- 
tled as  its  pastor.  He  was  dismissed  bv  an  ecclesiastical 
council  Jan.  11,  1831.  From  that  time  there  was  but  little' 
Congregational  preaching  till  June  25, 1841,  when  another 
church  was  organized  by  an  ecclesiastical  council,  consisting 
of  13  members.  • 

May  23,  1843,  Rev.  Nathan  Howard  was  ordained  pastor 
of  the  churches  of  Andover  and  Wilmot,  and  continued  to 
preach  one  half  the  time  in  each  town  till  the  year  1849, 
when  the  church  enjoyed  his  services  for  one  year  wholly. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1850,  the  Congregational 
gociety  united  with  other  denominations  and  employed  Rev. 
Reuben  Kimball  for  two  years.     In  January,  1853,  the 

•  Sketck  by  Rer.  N.  Howard. 
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church  again  employed  Rev.  Nathan  Howard,  who  served 
them  till  the  close  of  the  year  1854. 

In  1801  there  was  a  revival  among  the  Freewill  Baptists, 
and  Elijah  Watson  of  that  denomination  was  settled  and 
soon  after  dismissed.  In  1810  great  additions  were  made  to 
their  church,  under  the  preaching  of  Elder  Chase,  In  1819 
there  was  a  great  excitement  among  the  Christians;  107  were 
formed  into  a  church ;  a  second  church  of  this  denomination 
was  gathered,  1820,  consisting  of  25  members,  by  Eider 
Young.  In  1826  tnere  was  another  excitement  under  i^he 
preaching  of  Elder  Morrison,  and  a  large  number  were  bifcp- 
tized.  The  Universalist  society  was  formed  in  1818.  Two 
Methodist  classes  were  formed  nere  1828,  of  40  members. 

The  first  house  erected  in  this  town  for  public  worship  was 
demolished  in  1795.  The  second  house  was  erected  May  3, 
1796,— dedicated  Jan.  5, 1797;  the  third  was  erected  1824. 
At  present  the  Congregational  church  consists  of  23  mem- 
bers. Additions  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  since 
the  church  was  formed  in  1841,  so  that  if  there  had  been  no 
removals  by  death  or  dismission  the  church  would  number 
36  members. 


BOSCAWEN. 

Rer.  AVBKoii  Smith. 

The  earliest  settlement  of  this  town  was  made  in  1734, 
by  a  colony  from  Newbury,  Ms.  Three  years  after.  Mi. 
Phinehas  Stevens,  a  native  of  Andover,  Ms.  and  graduate  of 
Harvard  college,  was  employed  by  the  proprietors  to  preach 
on  their  "plantation."  The  year  following,  measures  were 
taken  to  build  a  Meeting-house — "  said  house  to  be  built  of 
lo^,  forty  feet  long,  and  as  wide  as  Rumford  (Concord) 
Meeting-house,  only  two  feet  higher." 

A  church  was  organized  on  the  Cambridge  platform,  and 
Mr.  Stevens  was  oidained  to  the  pastoral  care  of  the  cnnich 
and  people  in  "  Contoocook,"  Oct.  8,  1740.  During  his 
ministry  of  nearly  eighteen  years,  he  appears  to  have  enjoyed 
the  conndence  and  affection  of  his  people  in  a  high  degree. 
amidst  the  many  trials  and  labors,  privations  and  dangers  of 
a  new  settlement  in  the  wilderness.  He  died  suddenly, 
Jan.  19, 1755. 

After  the  employment  of  various  persons  as  stated  sup- 
plies, Mr.  Bobie  M!orrill,  a  native  of  Salisbury,  Ms.  and  grad- 
uate of  Harvard  college,  was  invited  by  the  town  to  becoxne 
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their  mixiister,  and  ordainedpastor  of  the  church  in  Bosea/w- 
eriy  Dea  29, 1761.  Soon  dimcultiep  arose,  from  the  "  depre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  his  salary  and  the  acts  of  the  town 
in  making  him  an  indemnity,"  which  led  him  to  give  up  his 
contract  and  ask  a  dismission,  which  took  place  Dec.  9^  1766. 
He  continued  in  town,  a  respected  citizen  and  active  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  77. 

At  the  next  annual  meeting,  the  town  voted  to  cmj)loy  a 
"  regular  preacher,"  and  Mr.  I^athaniel  Merrill,  ^  jiatiye  of 
Newbury,  Ms.,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  college,  after  more  than 
^year's  labor,  was  ordained  Oct.  19, 1768.    Tk 
i|ig-house  having  become  much  impaired,  a  new  ] 
great  difficulty,  was  erected.    Several  years  passe 
completion.    Mr.  Merrill  became  a  member  of  t 
Presbytery,  and  the  church  adopted  in  part  the  P 
form  of  government.     This  gave  much  dissatisfiw 
people  generally.    After  a  ministry  of  little  mor 
years,  aware  of  the  general  discontent  among  his  charge,  he 
"applied  to  the  Presbytery  for  a  removal,  and  was  removed 
witnout  the  intervention  of  either  the  church  or  town," 
April  1, 1774.    Not  long  after,  a  committee  of  nine  was  ap- 
pomted  by  the  town,  "  to  confer  with  the  church  in  Boscaweji 
^bout  the  government  and  discipline  thereof"    But  the  church 
retained  its  Presbyterian  form  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
Then  it  ffradually  fell  into  disuse  ;  but  not  until  1828,  did 
the  chur^  by  a  formal  vote  adopt  the  Congregational  order 
of  discipline. 

The  town  also  chose  a  committee,  soon  after  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Merrill,  to  employ  immediately  "  a  gospel  preacher 
of  the  Congregational  order."  Different  persons  wereemploy- 
ed  as  stat^  supplies,  during  the  six  following  years,  when 
Mr.  Samuel  Wood,  a  native  of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  but  early 
a  resident  of  Lebanon,  and  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  college, 
was  invited  to  settle  as  minister  of  the  town  and^pastor  of 
the  church.  A  council  was  called  and  he  was  ordamed  Oct. 
17, 1781.  For  more  than  half  a  century  his  life  becomes 
identified  with  the  history  of  this  church.  Soon  after  his 
settlement  a  precious  revival  of  religion  was  enjoyed, 
for  the  first  time  in  Boscawen.  Thirty  or  forty  heads  of 
fitimilies  were  gathered  into  the  church,  which  produced  a 
niarked  improvement  in  the  state  of  society. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  in  the  west  part  of  the  town, 
a  second  Meeting-house  was  built,  and  the  meetings  hel4 
in  it  a  part  of  the  time.  The  pews  were  sold  Oct.  l7, 1791. 
About  this  time,  many  influences  from  abroad  and  at  home, 
oontributed  tp  ftwaken  confiictii^  opinions  and  paQsions, 
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which  painfully  affected  the  interests  of  the  town  and  church. 
Many  refusied  to  pay  their  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  gos- 
pel. Society  became  demoralized,  and  deeds  of  violence 
were  frequent.  Bridges  were  taken  up,  young  orchards 
destroyed,  horses  killed  in  the  pastures,  tne  houses  of  indi- 
viduals assailed  and  life  endangered,  school-houses  and  finally 
the  east  Meeting-house  were  burned.  Boscawen,  near  the 
dose  of  the  last  century,  was  as  noted  for  lawlessness  and 
crime,  as  it  has  become  since  for  order,  morality  ahd 
religion.  The  church  was  greatly  afflicted  with  trying  cases 
of  discipline.  Not  less  than  eleven  meetings  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  difficulties  are  noticed  in  the  records  of  a 
single  year.  And,  at  a  single  meeting,  four  or  five  different 
committees  were  sometimes  appointed  to  labor  with  offend- 
ing brethren.  The  offence  most  common,  was  withdrawal 
fix)m  communion,  and  in  many  cases  from  public  worship, 
on  account  of  some  grievance.  Such  absence  from  the  LorcPs 
table,  when  persist^  in,  was  deemed  a  reasonable  cause  for 
exclusion  from  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 

With  much  difficulty,  a  site  was  fixed  upon  for  a  new 
Meeting-house  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  where  the  pres- 
ent house  stands,  at  the  head  of  the  plain  on  King  street. — 
The  house  was  built  by  proprietors,  a  majority  of  the  town 
being  opposed  to  this  location.  On  this  account,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  public  money,  for  the  support  of  preach- 
mg,  was  given  to  the  west  parish.  Other  acts  were  passed 
by  the  town,  which  the  people  in  the  east  section  deemed 
unjust  and  oppressive.  Mr.  Wood  took  the  same  view  of 
the  case.  The  number  refiising  to  support  the  ministir 
increased.  Mr.  Wood  was  rejjuested  bjr  the  town  to  hak 
his  dismission.  But  such  action  being  informal,  a  special 
meeting  was  called  Feb.  1, 1802,  and  it  was  voted  that  the 
town  desire  Mr.  Wood  to  give  up  his  contract.  This  he 
^reed  to  do  on  certain  conditions,  which  were  accepted, 
Tne  contract  was  dissolved — the  town,  as  such,  ceased  to 
support  the  ministry  of  the  gospel. 

Mr.  Wood  remained  pastor  of  the  church  ;  and  a  society 
was  soon  formed  for  his  support,  which  a  few  years  after  was 
incorporated.  His  public  services  were  now  confined  to  the 
east  Meeting-house.  Indeed,  soon  after,  a  church  was  or^n- 
ized  and  a  pastor  settled  in  tne  west  part  of  the  town.  The 
first  church  must  at  this  time  have  been  small  and  feeble. — 
Though  the  moral  and  religious  state  of  society  b^an  to 
wear  a  brighter  aspect,  yet,  there  seems  to  have  been  for 
many  years,  no  special  interest  and  no  large  accessions  to  the 
chuix^.      Some  now  living  remember  to  have  heard  Mr. 
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Wood  lepeatedlv  declare,  that  the  church  must  soon  become 
extinct  nnless  the  Lord  should  revive  his  work.  Indeed, 
.  there  were  few  signs  of  its  visible  life  and  power.  Had 
Mr.  Wood's  ministry  in  Boscawen  closed  then,  it  might 
have  been  called  unsuccessftd.  But  strong  in  f^th  and  hope, 
he  forsook  not  the  fidd,  where  now  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  he  had  scattered  the  seed  of  sound  doctrine,  and  water- 
ed it  with  his  tears,  seeing  little  firuit  of  his  labors.  But  if 
"  the  vision  tarry,  wait  for  it."  The  year  1814  passed  without 
a  single  addition  to  the  church.  The  next  year  opened,  as 
cold  and  cheerless  in  the  spiritual  as  in  the  natural  world : 

**  The  winter  fetson  has  been  sharp, 
But  spring  shall  all  its  wastes  repair." 

The  following  April,  without  any  manifest  cause  or  i^)ecial 
means  of  grace,  commenced  a  remarkable  work  of  the  Spirit. 
Profime  and  ungodly  sinners,  here  and  there,  were  suddenly 
arrested  by  the  most  pungent  convictions.  Crowded  assem- 
blies of  anxious  inqmrers  and  young  converts  gathered  fie- 
quently  in  different  parts  of  the  parish,  sometimes  with  not  a 
person  present  who  had  ever  before  led  in  social  prayer.  But 
the  Spirit  found  them  tongues,  and  taught  them  to  pray.-^ 
The  silent,  powerful  agency  of  the  Hdy  Ghost  seemed  to 
do  all  the  work.  The  mterest  increased  through  the  spring 
and  summer,  and  was  greatest  at  the  busiest  season  of  the 
year.  In  h^ng  and  harvesting,  the  people  then  had  no 
di£Sculty  in  finding  time  to  attend  week  day  meetings,  yet, 
they  say  their  business  suffered  no  injury — their  work  wca 
done  better  and  easier  than  tmuzl.  The  revival  extended 
over  the  town,  and  abated  not  until  late  in  the  &11.  Of  the 
fruits  of  this  rich  harvest  of  souls,  50  persons  were  added 
to  the  church  at  one  time,  some  of  whom  still  remain  pillars 
in  the  house  of  Glod.  During  the  following  year  many  more 
united  with  the  church. 

Another  revival  followed  in  1819,  still  more  extensive  and 
remarkable  in  its  visible  effects,  yet  less  marked  by  the  noise- 
less and  powerful  operation  of  the  Holv  Spirit.  Special 
means  were  used  to  a  greater  extent  than  oefore.  The  relig- 
ious excitement  was  intense  throughout  the  whole  communi- 
ty. The  number  of  hopeful  conversions  was  very  lai^. 
Jan.  16^  1820,  76  individuals  made  a  public  profession  of 
iheir  faith  in  Christ,  and  138  were  added  to  the  church  dur- 
ing  the  year. 

Well  might  the  fevered  and  rejoicing  pastor  see,  in  these 
events  and  among  his  own  people,  the  ralfillment  of  Isaiah'« 
glorious  vision  of  Zipn's  ftiture  prosperity,  and  exclaim, 
^  who  are  these  that  ny  as  a  doud,  and  as  doves  to  their 
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windows !"  Biohly  rewarded  does  he  now  £e6l  for  yeara  and 
tens  of  years  of  labor,  trial  and  discouragement.  ^'  He  that 
goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious  seed^  shall  donbi- 
ms  come  amin  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  sheayes  with 
him/'  The  little  band  ready  to  perish,  loonies  in  five  yean 
a  flourishing  church  of  more  than  300  members — ^its  greateal 
number  at  any  one  time.  Few  additions  occur  from  this 
time  until  1827,  when  some  25  persons  united  with  the 
church. 

Oct.  17,  1831,  Dr.  Wood  completed  a  half  century  of 
ministerial  labor  in  Boscawen,  and  noticed  the  event  by  ap- 
propriate services.  In  view  of  the  past,  he  ado])ted  tne 
language  of  Paid  for  his  text :  "  I  was  with  you  in  weak- 
ness, and  in  fear,  and  in'  much  trembling."  In  this  dis- 
course, he  stated  that  he  had  received  into  the  church  l^  i»o- 
fession  480,  of  whom  109  had  removed  their  relaticm,  119 
had  died,  30  had  been  excommunicated,  and  238  iremained. 

The  following  yeu*,  Bev.  Salmon  Bennett  was  invited  to 
settle  as  colleague  with  Dr.  Wood,  and  was  installed 
Dec.  5, 1832.'  During  his  ministry  of  four  yeiu»,  interestiag 
revivals  occurred,  and  considerable  additions  were  made  to 
the  church.  At  len^h  difficulties  arose  in  respect  to  his 
salary  which  induced  mm  to  ask  a  dismission ;  and  his  con- 
nection with  the  church  was  dissolved  Oct.  25, 1836.  ^  Dr. 
Wood  now  remained  sole  pastor  of  the  churdi  and  sociefy. 
But  his  labors  were  nearly  finished.  In  less  than  two 
months,  he  was  removed  to  the  church  above.  On  his  last 
Sabbath,  he  preached  fix>m  the  text,  ^^  I  must  work  the 
works  or  him  that  sent  me,  while  it  is  day  ;  for  the  ni^t 
Cometh  when  no  man  can  work.''  The  next  Saturday  we- 
nina^  Dec.  24,  the  time  when  he  commenced  his  earthly  Sab- 
batns,  he  entered  into  his  everlasting  rest.  His  last  words 
were,  "  All  is  well."  WeU,  it  might  be  with  Am,  who  had 
filled  up  a  life  of  84  years  in  tne  service  of  his  blessed 
Bedeemer,  having  learned  of  Christ  fix)m  his  mother's  lips, 
while  fondly  leaning  his  head  on  her  lap,  and  become  hope- 
fully pious  before  he  was  five  ^ears  old,  At  the  mature  age 
of  24,  he  left  the  fitrm  to  be^n  his  preparation  for  the  min- 
istry, and  yet  enjoyed  the  pnvil^  of  preadiing  the  gospel 
fifty  five  years. 

Deep  was  the  interest  which  he  Mi  in  the  ehmch,  on 
which  he  had  bestowed  his  life-long  toil  and  care.  He  look* 
ed  upon  its  members  as  his  own  children.  Indeed,  they 
w&ce  nearly  aU  his  spiritual  children.     To  the  soeiaty  M 

gkve  most  of  his  propertjr,  which  still  remains  a  permaaent 
nd,  yielding  an  annual  income  of  about  9  200. 
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Tbe  UBeftOnesg  of  Dr.  Wood  w{ib  not  confined  to  his  own 
people.  He  is  said  to  hiive  fitted  about  100  students  for 
eolldge,  and  aided  more  than  60  in  their  studies  for  the  min- 
istry. Though  called,  while  he  lived,  to  pass  through  evil 
m  well  as  epod  report,  his  name  is  now  held  in  great  venera- 
tion by  all  classes,  both  in  the  town  where  he  resided,  and 
througnout  the  wide  circle  of  his  acquaintance. 

The  church  and  society  very  soon  took  measures  to  secure 
the  settlement  of  another  minister ;  Eev.  Caleb  B.  Tracy,  a 
graduate  of  Williams  college,  and  of  Andover  theological 
seminary,  was  invited  to  become  their  pastor,  and  installed 
Sept.  12,  1837.  Interesting  revivals  occurred  during  his 
Boinistry — particularly  in  the  winter  of  1842-3,  when  on  one 
€M3casion  54  |)ersons  imited  with  the  church.  About  this 
time,  a  Calvmistic  Baptist  church  was  organized,  and  a 
Heeting-house  built — tne  first  and  only  society,  of  other 
denominations,  within  the  bounds  of  the  east  parish.  For 
two  or  three  years  past,  they  have  not  sustained  public  wor- 
ship, and  many  of  them  attend  meeting  at  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  Not  long  after,  a  Congregationa^l  churda  was 
organized  at  Fisherville,  to  which  several  persons,  13  or  more, 
removed  their  relation  from  the  First  church.  Difficulties 
haviiig  arisen  to  inteifere  with  his  comfort  and  usefulness, 
ICr.  Tracy  asked  a  dismission.  A  mutual  council  was 
called,  and  his  connection  with  the  church  and  society  dis- 
solved, Oct.  29, 1851.  Divisions,  produced  by  various  causes, 
prevented  united  action  in  the  settlement  of  another  minis- 
ter. For  nearly  two  years  the  people  were  without  a  pastor; 
Imt  the  pulpit  was  not  suffered,  for  a  single  Sabbath,  to  stand 
unoccupied. 

At  length,  the  church  and  society  united  in  extending  a 
unanimous  odl  to  Bev.  Ambrose  Smith,  a  graduate  of  Dart- 
mouth, and  Andover  theological  seminary.  He  was  installed 
June  15, 1853,  and  is  the  present  pastor.  Salary  ?600.  At 
the  pfeusent  lime,  a  good  degree  of  harmony  and  external 
prosperity  are  enjoyed.  An  increasing  number  attend  meet- 
mg  on  iw  Sabbath,  and  much  interest  is  manifested  in  the 
p^peaching  of  the  gospel.  The  congregation  under  favorable 
circumstances  exceeds  200,  and  i£is  is  characterized  as-  a 
diurch-going  people.  Yet  large  niunbers  habitually  n^lect 
pnblic  worsmp — perhaps  one  half  of  the  whole  population  of 
ti^  parish,  which  is  about  700.  The  weekly  praver  meeting, 
and  also  the  monthly  church  meeting  are  well  sustain^. 
The  Sabbath  School  is  continued  summer  imd  winter ;  and 
daring  the  interim  of  divine  service,  some  18  or  20  classes 
are  gathered  for  the  study  of  Otod's  word,  composed  of  all 
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ages,  from  little  children  just  beginning  to  lisp  the  Saviour's 
name,  to  veterans  in  his  service  of  more  than  four  score  years. 
The  ladies  have  a  Maternal  Association,  and  also  a  Female 
Benevolent  society,  which  hold  monthly  meetings.  The 
attendance  on  the  latter  often  exceeds  80,  and  the  avails  of 
their  work  were  about  J  75  the  last  year.  Collections  for 
benevolent  objects  are  made  regularly,  on  the  first  Sabbath 
of  every  other  month.  The  "  old  Boards"  are  eenerally  pre- 
ferred as  the  channels  of  their  beneficence — donations  the 
last  year,  in  all,  exceeded  ?300. 

This  church  early  took  a  decided  stand  in  fevor  of  tempei- 
L832,  it  was  voted,  that  all  who  should  thereiiter 
1,  would  be  considered  as  adopting  the  pledge  of 
Lcnce  from  the  common  use  of  ardent  spints.    The 
also  declared  itself  strongly  opposed  to  slaveiy. 
resolution  was  passed  "  that  as  a  church  we  will 
iristian  fellowship  with  those,  who,  for  the  sake  of 
lue  to  hold,  buy  or  sell  human  beings  as  slaves." 
inted  among  the  "  standing  rules"  of  the  churchy 
?ry  is  a  sin,  against  which  we,  as  a  church  and  in- 
re  solemnly  found  to  protest,  and  exert  our  influ- 
suitable  ways." 
**^«  ..**arch  has  sent  out  some  12  or  more  of  its  number 
to  preach  the  gospel — some  among  the  heathen.    More  than 
600  persons  have  oeeri  united  to  it  since  its  organization,  on 
profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ ;  and  we  trust  it  will  be 
said,  of  many  dwellers  in  Zion's  holy  mount,  that  they  were 
bom  here.     Y  et  while  large  numbers  have  been  added  from 
time  to  time — ^218  within  the  last  25  years — the  church  has, 
during  this  time,  decreased  from  300  to  145  members — show- 
ing the  necessity  of  large  and  constant  accessions  to  church- 
es, in  the  country,  to  keep  their  numbers  good,  on  account 
of  constant  removals  by  death,  and  especially,  of  late,  by 
emigmtion. 

This  church  is  sound  in  doctrine,  and  strongly  attached  to 
the  Abrahamic  covenant.  Within  little  more  than  a  year, 
the  present  pastor  had  the  privilege  of  impressing  its  seal  on 
15  lambs  of  the  flock.  But  while  we  have  much  reason  for 
thankftilness  in  view  of  past  blessings  and  present  privil^es, 
we  mourn,  in  common  with  other  churches,  the  absence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  whose  powerful  influences  have  been  so  often 
felt  here  in  otner  days.  Often  is  heaid  in  the  conference 
room,  the  prayer,  "0  Lord,  revive  us  again,  as  in  years  past." 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


BOSCAWKN.  355 

BOSCAWEN  WEST. 

R«T.  EOWABS  BVXTOV. 

In  the  year  1791,  the  inhabitants  in  the  westerly  part  of 
Boscawen  petitioned  for  the  convenience  of  a  Meeting-house. 
One  was  built  by  the  town  during  that  year.     The  pulpit, 
at  this  house,  was  partly  supplied  oy  Rev.  Samuel  Wood,  as 
minister  of  the  town,  till  the  dissolution  of  his  contract  with 
the  town  in  1802.    After  that,  it  continued  to 
cohstantly  supplied,  by  different  preachers,  the  exp 
defrayed  mostly  by  pnvate  subscriptions.    As  it  i 
be  expected  that  the  town  would  again  settle  a 
oonsiaerable  number  of  the  people  were  desirous  o 
some  systematic  method  of  providing  for  the  p 
the  ffospel..  A  society,  therefore,   consisting  o: 
members,  was  formed,  called  the  Westerly  Religic 
in  Boscawen. 

Soon  after,  there  was  a  special  attention  to  re] 
a  small  number  became  hopefully  pious.  This  eve 
the  society  to  express  their  desire  to  have  the  statea  preacn- 
ing  of  the  gospel,  by  extending  an  invitation  and  proposals 
to  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Price,  who  had  for  several  months  been 
laboring  among  them,  to  settle  with  them  in  the  ministry. 
Their  proposals  beinff  conditionally  accepted,  the  Second 
Congregational  Church  in  Boscawen  was  formed,  Sept.  10th, 
1804 ;  and  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  united  with  the 
religious  society  in  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Price  as  their 
pastor. 

To  this  church  have  been  added,  by  profession.  313 ;  by 
letter,  47, — in  all,  370.  Removals  have  been  as  follows :  by 
dismission,  117 ;  by  death,  90 ;  by  exclusion,  13,  leaving  in 
present  connection  with  the  church,  58  males  and  91  females ; 
in  all,  149  members.  Deacons  of  this  church  have  been 
elected  as  follows :  In  1805,  Benjamin  Sweatt  and  Eliphalet 
Kilbura.  Benjamin  Sweatt  died  Oct,  11,  1810,  aged  55. 
Eliphalet  Kilbum  died  Dec.  11,  1844,  aged  92.  In  1811, 
Enoch  Little  was  elected,  who  died  April  1,  1848,  aged  85. 
In  1825,  James  Kilbum  was  elected,  who  in  1843,  removed 
to  Andover.  In  1831,  Ceorge  T.  PiUsbury  was  elected,  who 
died  May  17,  1836,  aged  M.  In  1836,  Jeremiah  Gerrish 
was  elected,  who  died  Oct.  30,  1843,  aged  49.  In  1843, 
Enoch  Little  and  Eldad  Austin  were  elected,  who  continue 
to  fill  their  office  as  deacons  of  the  church. 

Rev.  Mr.  Price  was  dismissed  from  the  pastoral  charge  of 
this  church;  May  10,  1837.    In  his  communication  to  the 
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church  asking  his  dismission,  he-  says,  "Whereas  of  late  it 
has  appeared  to  some  in  and  others  otU  of  the  church,  that 
my  removal  from  my  pastoral  relation  is  expedient ;  and  ac- 
cordingly measures  have  been  taken  to  effect  it ;  but  in  these 
movements,  to  prevent  any  breach  in  the  church  and  society, 
the  majority  in  Doth  have  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  the  minor- 
ity, on  certain  specific  conditions,  which  have  been  complied 
with,  expressive  of  justice  and  unabated  affection  to  the  pes- 
tpr ;  therefore,  in  view  of  these  combined  efforts  of  my  peo- 
ple for  the  insurance  of  this  object,  however  self-denying  in 
itself,  jret,  trusting  that  it  is  tne  will  of  God,  I  consent  to 
the  giving  up  of  my  contract  with  the  society,  and  my  paa- 
toral  relation  to  the  church;  and  do  hereby  ask  to  te  dis- 
missed from  the  ministry  with  you." 

The  present  pastor  and  successor  of  Mr.  Price,  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Buxton,  was  installed  Dec.  13, 1837.  The  Sabbath 
School  connected  with  this  church,  consisting  of  children, 
parents  and  grand-parents,  has  been  prosperous  for  many 
years.  Father  Price,  ever  since  his  dismission  from  the  pas- 
toral charge  of  the  church,  has,  with  unabated  affection  to 
the  people,  served  them  in  the  capacity  of  superintendent  <j£ 
their  Sabbath  School,  being  now  m  the  85th  year  of  his  age. 

The  special  rules  of  this  church  are  of  long  standing.  One 
of  them  is :  "Any  member  of  the  church,  refusing  to  unite 
with,  or  withdrawing  from  the  religious  society,  in  the  view 
of  the  church  is  cha^eable  with  a  breach  of  covenant."  An- 
other is :  "No  one  can  be  admitted  into  the  church  without 
giving  the  temperance  pledge."  Another :  "  There  shall  be, 
m  future,  a  standing  or  permanent  committee  of  the  church, 
composed  of  the  officiating  pastor  and  deacons,  and  six  breth- 
ren of  the  church,  whose  power  shall  be  merely  advisory." 

This  church  was  somewhat  disturbed  by  conflicting  views 
on  the  subject  of  temperance  and  slavery.  Its  position  in 
regard  to  temperance  is  shown  by  its  rule  on  that  subject 
It  has  endeavored  to  maintain  a  reasonable  and  scriptural 
anti-slavery  sentiment,  with  decided  disapprobation  of  ultra 
and  disorganizing  views  and  means  in  regard  to  slavery. 

This  church  has  been  blessed  with  nine  revivals  of  religion, 
the  largest  of  which  are  indicated  by  the  following  additions 
to  the  number  of  its  members :  In  1816,  were  added  by_pro- 
feswon  36;  in  1820,  31 ;  in  1835.  54;  in  1843,  32.  Bap- 
tisms have  been  as  follows :  children,  413 ;  adults,  89 — m 
all,  502. 

This  church  makes  annual  contributions  for  most  of  the 
objects  of  Christian  benevolence ;  especially  for  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions,  and  for  the  American  Sible  and  Tract 
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societies.  The  members  of  this  chupct  liare  ever  manifested 
a  sacred  regard  for  the  doctrines  of  grace;  in  which  they 
were  ftdlv  instructed  by  their  first,  revered  pastor.  After 
the  articles  of  their  confession  of  faith,  they  sav,  "  For  a 
more  fdll  declaration  of  our  faith,  we  refer  to  the  Assembly's 
Shorter  Catechism,  which  we  esteem  as  a  good  summary  of 
Christian  doctrine,  founded  on  the  word  of  Grod."  This  is  a 
pedo-baptist  church.  In  its  covenant,  its  members  express- 
ly engage  to  dedicate  their  children  to  God  in  baptism ;  and 
it  is  beheved  that  God  has  blessed  to  them  the  administra- 
tfon  of  household  baptism,  as  a-  means  of  promoting  the  sal- 
vjation  of  their  children. 


BOW. 


This  town  was  first  granted,  May  20,  1727,  to  Jonathan 
Wiggin  and  others ;  but  its  settlement  progressed  very 
slowly,  for  its  inhabitants  numbered  only  350  in  1775,  forty 
eight  years  after  it  was  granted.  And  no  evidence  has  come 
before  us  that  a  church,  of  any  name,  existed  here  until 
almost  seventy  years  after  the  above  event. 

The  Baptist  church  in  Bow  was  first  oi^nized  in  1795  ; 
and  Rev.  Benjamin  Sargent  was  ordained  m  1797  over  the 
church  and  society,  where  he  continued  until  1801,  when  he 
removed  to  Pittsfield,  and  has  since  died.  Rev.  Thomas 
Waterman  ministered  to  the  people  from  1804  to  1807  ; — 
during  which  period  a  new  church  had  been  formed  of  Bap- 
tists and  Congregationalists,  and  subsequently  dissolved,  the 
two  denominations  forming  distinct  societies.  From  1807 
to  1815,  the  Baptist  churcn  was  without  any  pastor.  Jidy 
3,  1816,  the  Baptist  church  was  re-organized ;  and  on  the 
13th  of  Feb.  1817,  Rev.  Henry  Veazejr  was  settled.  It 
appears  that  a  church  composed  of  Baptists  and  Congrega- 
tionalists once  existed  here,  and  out  of  this  sprung  one  of 
each  order.  In  1824,  the  name  of  a  church  in  Bow  appears 
on  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Association,  with  24  mem- 
bei«.  Since  that  time  but  little  preaching  of  our  order  has 
been  enjoyed  here.    Population  in  1860, 1056. 


BRADFORD. 

R«T.  G.  RVM ILL. 

Soon  after  the  first  settlement  of  this  town  the  people 
erected  a  Meeting-house  in  September  1796;  near  the  center 
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of  the  town,  in  a  veir  pleasant  location.  The  honae 
owned  principally  by  tne  Congregationalists  who  worshiped 
therein  for  seven  years,  before  the  formation  of  a  church. — 
Previous  to  the  settlement  of  a  pastor,  the  people  sat  under 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  Bemamin  Wood,  Rev.  llr.  Pearlev, 
Rev.  Abisha  Ckrk,  Rev.  Messrs.  Colton,  Stanford,  Rolfe, 
and  Moulton. 

A  Congregatioxial  church  was  gathered  and  organized 
Nov.  24.  1803,  consisting  of  15  members.  The  first  deacons 
were  John  Brown  and  David  Ingals.  The  first  pastor  was 
the  Rev.  Lemuel  Bliss,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  coUege, 
and  a  theological  student  with  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wood  of 
Boscawen.  He  was  ordained  over  the  -church  March  6, 
1805,  and  died  July  4,  1814.  The  number  added  to  the 
church  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Bliss  was  15 — 12  by  nio- 
fession  and  three  by  letter.  The  interim  from  the  deatn  of 
Mr.  Bliss  to  the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Page,  was 
filled  by  the  labors  of  Rev.  Hosea  Wheeler,  Rev.  Mr.  Lai^ 
ley,  and  Morse.  The  church  gave  Mr.  Wheeler  a  call  wt 
settlement;  but  the  council,  convened  for  that  purpose, 
found  him  more  a  Calvinist  Baptist  in^sentiment  than  a 
Congregationalist,  and,  therefore,  refiised  to  settle  him. — 
They  gave  Mr.  Morse  a  call,  but  ne  declined  its  acceptwice. 
Four  members  were  added  during  this  interim. 

The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Robert  Page  who  was  ordain- 
ed over  the  cnurchMay  22, 1822, — dismissed  April  16,  1828. 
The  number  added  to  the  church  during  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
Pa^e  was  35.  He  left  the  church  and  people,  very  much 
against  their  wishes,  under  the  impression  that  he  might  be 
more  useful  in  some  other  field  of  labor.  A  delinquency  in 
paying  his  salary,  he  construed  as  an  indication  of  want  of 
proper  interest  in  his  services.  A  reformation  commenped 
Wore  he  left,  which  it  may  be  interesting  to  notice.  In  the 
winter  of  1826-7  a  weekly  prayer  meeting  was  commenced  at 
the  house  of  the  pastor  on  Saturday  evening,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  pray  for  a  revival  of  religion.  That  meeting  was 
never  omitted.  It  was  always  smtm — sometimes  consisting 
of  only  one  man  and  the  pastor's  wife,  he  himself  bein^  from 
home  for  an  exchange.  Every  thing  looked  discouraging. — 
The  next  winter,  especially,  ail  was  dark.  Thoughtlessneas, 
neglect  of  religion,  sinful  amusements,  vice,  and  oppositioii 
to  Christians  had  become  alarmingly  prevalent.  The  state 
of  religious  feeling  in  the  church  was  very  low.  It  was  the 
darkest  time  the  pastor  had  ever  seen.  It  seemed  as  thoiig^ 
every  thing  good  would  go  down.  But  in  April  one  and 
anotner,  wno  had  no  hope,  b^an  to  drop  in  at  the  prayer 
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meeting.  The  hearers  began  to  inve  more  fixed  attention 
to  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  The  labors  of  the  minister 
there  were  drawing  to  a  close.  In  that  dark  time  he  had 
asked  a  dismission, — ^as  in  some  other  cases  he  has  perhaps 
unnecessarily  done — and  arrangements  had  been  made  tor 
this  event.  As  the  time  drew  near  he  preached  more  plain- 
ly and  closely.  These  fiwjts,  combined,  had  an  influence,  it 
may  be,  in  producing  a  more  fixed  and  inteested  attention. 
The  last  Sabbath  he  spent  there,  several  of  the  youth  came 
to  his  house,  after  the  public  services,  to  converse  with  him 
<m  the  subject  of  personal  religion.  All  these  became  hope- 
fiiUy  pious.  That  attendance  at  the  prayer  meeting  was 
the  first  indication  of  any  special  attention  to  religion,  and 
that  Sabbath  inquiry  meetmg  the  first  puj)lic  commence- 
ment of  the  revival.  It  rapidly  increased.  Soon  it  became 
general,  and  it  continued  about  a  year.  It  was  the  greatest 
revival  ever  enjoyed  in  the  place.  It  is  believed  there  were. 
in  the  town,  over  100  who  hoped  they  had  experiencea 
renewing  grace.  The  late  pastor  was  not  privileged  to  gath- 
er in  the  harvest.  He  had  used  his  influence,  in  connection 
with  that  of  some  of  the  church,  to  induce  Kev.  Mr.  Kent, 
since  that  the  adventurous  pioneer  missionary  at  Galena, 
nL,  to  labor  among  that  people.  He  was  with  them  about 
one  year.  Hb  was  the  reaper.  In  less  than  one  year  67 
persons  were  gathered  into  tne  church,  of  whom  two  became 
ministers  of  the  gospel.  But  the  former  pastor  had  the  joy 
of  blowing  that  he  had  been  sowing  the  seed  for  six  years, 
and,  in  the  latter  nart  of  the  time,  in  four  Bible  classes,  as 
well  as  on  the  Sabbath, — which,  together  with  that  sown  by 
otiiers  before  him,  at  length  yielded  such  a  plentiful  harvest. 
The  Bev.  Orlando  G.  Thatcher  was  next  mst^Ued  over  the 
church  Dec.  2, 1829,  and  died  Aug.  19, 1837.  The  acces- 
sion to  the  church  under  Mr.  Thatcher  was  31.  The  next 
pastor  was  the  Bev.  Stephen  Rogers  who  was  installed  Dec, 
20, 1838.  Previous  to  nis  installation,  the  Cong^gational 
church  and  people  built  a  new  and  elegant  Meeting-house, 
near  their  former  one,  in  which  they  worship  at  present. — 
It  is  Aimished  with  a  ^ood  bell,  gallery  clock,  and  means 
for  lighting  it.  The  dedication  of  the  house,  and  ordination 
of  two  deacons,  viz.  Jeremiah  Golby.  and  Silas  Abbott,  took 
place  on  the  day  of  installation.  Tne  nimiber  gathered  into 
the  church  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Sogers  was  74.  His 
labors  closed  amidst  an  undesirable  state  of  feeling.  He 
was  dismissed  July  22,  1846.  Soon  after  Mr.  Rogers' 
dismission,  the  church  chose,  as  their  pastor,  Bev.  Daniel 
Goodhue,  who  was  ordained  May  2,  i848  and  dismissed 
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May  31, 1853.    ffix  were  added  to  the  dmroh  previous  to 
hisdisn^ssion. 

Since  November  1853,  the  church  and  people  have  enjoy- 
ed the  ministerial  labors  of  the  Rev.  0.  Russell.  The  nirai- 
ber  of  additions  to  this  church  since  its  organization,  by 
profession  has  been  197,  by  letter  35 ;  in  all  232, — excom- 
municated 22, — the  present  number  is  51.  This  church  has 
passed  through  seasons  of  light  and  shade.  She  has  enjoyed 
prosperity  and  suffered  adversity ;  but  the  great  Shepheid 
of  Israel  has  never  forsaken  her,  but  still  continues  his 
lovinff  kindness.  His  promise,  "I  will  never  leave  thee,  ntor 
forsake  thee/'  is  felt  to  be  truly  fulfilled. 

"At  birdi  th«ir  infant  brood  protect, 

And  tpretd  their  wings  to  shelter  diem ; 
Thas  iftitfa  the  Lord  to  his  elect, 

8o  will  I  guard  Jemsalen." 


CANTERBURY. 

Ret.  HowASO  MoODT. 

The  original  proprietors  of  this  town  considered  it  a  mat- 
ter of  the  first  importance,  that  religious  institutions  shovU 
be  strictly  maintained.  Accordingly,  their  records  infoim 
us  that  they  raised  money  from  time  to  time  for  the  support 
of  the  gospel.  The  first  appropriation  was  made  in  the  year 
1735.  In  1742,  they  taxed  themselves  each  three  shilhngs 
and  ninepence.  It  appears  that  the  name  of  the  first 
preacher  was  James  Scales,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  college 
m  1733.  He  was  repeatedly  chosen  town  clerk.  In  174i 
we  find  a  vote  to  give  him  £20  for  his  ministerial  services. 
In  1750  the  town  agreed  to  have  constant  preaching,  until 
a  minister  can  be  settled  in  the  town.  Thd  first  Ifoeting- 
house  was  built  of  logs.  The  same  year  a  thousand  acres 
of  land  were  voted  for  the  pse  of  the  ministry.  In  1756,  the 
Rev.  Robert  Cutler  received  a  unanimous  cdl  to  settle  over 
the  people ;   he  continued  to  preach  in  the  town  for  two 

Sars,  but  for  some  reason  was  not  installed  over  the  people, 
e  was  the  first  settled  minister  at  Epping.  He  was  after- 
wards installed  in  Greenwich,  Ms.,  and  di^  there  in  1786. 
aged  64.  Mr.  Timothy  Walker  of  Concord,  who  gmduated 
at  Harvard  college  in  1756,  was  employed  a  short  time. — 
He  afterwards  went  into  civil  life,  aiwi  was  a  member  of  the 
(Jouncil,  and  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

In  1760,  Mr.  Abiel  Foster,  a  native  of  Andover.  Ms.,  and 
a  graduate  of  Hartaid  cdl^,  WM  invited  by  the  chuitsh 
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and  town  to  become  their  minifiter.  He  was  ordained  Jan. 
21, 1761,  and  continued  the  pastor  of  the  church  till  1779, 
Wiien,  by  mutual  consent,  the  connection  was  dissolved.  A 
number  of  candidates  were  employed,  to  some  of  whom  invi- 
tations to  settle  were  given,  but  insurmountable  obstacles 
prevented,  until  in  October  1790,  when  Mr.  Frederick  Par- 
ker was  invited  by  the  church,  unanimously,  to  become  their 
pastor.  He  was  ordained  Jan.  5, 1791.  He  was  bom  at 
Shrewsbury,  Ms.,  May  4,  1762 ;  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1784,  and  died,  very  suddenly,  m  Canterbury,  April  21, 
1802,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age.  Two  candidates,  Rev. 
Daniel  Staniford  and  Mr.  Myrick  were  employed  previous  to 
Ifovember  1802. 

During  this  year  the  Bev.  William  Patrick  was  employed 
to  preach  as  a  candidate.  Mr.  Patrick  was  bom  in  Warren, 
Ms.,  July  4, 1773,  graduated  at  Williams  college  September 
1799;  read  divinity  with  the  Bev.  Charles  Baccus,  D.D.; 
was  licensed  to  preach  in  June  1801 ;  ordained  and  installed 
pastor  of  the .  church  in  Canterbury,  Oct.  26,  1803,  and  was 
dismissed,  at  his  own  request,  Nov.  22,  1843 ;  and,  on  the 
same  day  the  present  pastor,  Bev.  Howard  Moody,  was 
ordained  and  installed  over  the  church.  Mr.  Patrick  is  still 
living  and  active^  and  has  preached  half  the  time  in  town 
once  his  dismission.  The  first  records  of  the  church  heaving 
been  lost,  the  exact  time  of  its  organisation  is  not  known. 

The  number  added  to  the  church  during  the  ministry  of 
Mr.  Foster  was  33 ;  to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Parker,  six ; 
during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Parker  52  were  added.  Up  to 
the  time  of  the  settlement  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Patrick,  the 
church  had  acted  on  the  half  way  covenant.  One  hundred 
and  twenty  united  in  this.  From  the  time  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Mr.  Patrick,  the  practice  ceased.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  communicants  received  to  the  church  during  the  forty 
years  of  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Patrick  was  353 ;  28  have  been 
received  under  the  present  pastor.  The  church  never  enjoy- 
ed a  revival  before  the  ministry  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Patrick. — 
Ihiring  his  ministry  no  less  than  seven  seasons  of  special 
religious  interest  were  enjoyed.  One,  which  occurred  dur- 
ing the  years  1810  and  '11,  was  a  very  general  and  powerful 
revival ;  as  the  fruits  of  which,  79  were  gathered  into  the 
church  and  a  large  number  was  added  to  the  Freewill  Bap- 
tists. The  church,  within  a  few  years,  has  been  greatly 
-weakened  by  the  deaths  of  many  vsduable  members  and  the 
emigration  of  others.  The  church  at  present  numbers  about 
125,  many  of  whom  are  non-residents.  The  society  has 
fcinds  accruing  from  the  sale  of  the  parsonage,  which  a  few 
24 
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years  dnoe  was  sdd  by  the  town,  and  the  avails  of  ifae  sale, 
amounting  to  some  f  1500,  were  divided  equally  between  the 
Congreptional  and  Freewill  Baptist  societies.  A  I^acy  ^ 
about  $2000  was  bequeathed  l^  an  individual  some  yean 

J  for  the  support  of  Congregational  preaching  in  a  sectiim 
the  town  where  there  is  a  Union  Meeting-house,  about 
seven  miles  from  the  Oongregational  Meeting-house.  Two 
Congregational  ministers  have  been  raised  m  this  town. — 
The  average  number  attending  worship  with  this  diuroh 
may  be  set  down  at  150.  The  eroirit  of  em^ration  that 
prevails  tries  the  faith  of  the  churcm,  cmd  it  is  hoped  it  wSl 
^^feilnot."  We  give  the  following  in  "father  ratrick's" 
own  words :  "About  the  year  1832  a  diflSculty arose  between 
certain  members  of  the  church,  belonging  to  respectable 
fitmilies.  Disciplinair  st^  were  taken  on  both  sides,  and 
complaints  were  laid  beiore  the  church.  A  number  of 
church  meetings  were  attended  and  efforts  made  in  order  to 
bring  about  a  reconciliation,  but  in  vain.  As  a  protracted 
meeting  was  appointed,  the  church  came  togeth^  feeling  it 
their  duty  to  make  a  decision.  A  complaint  was  taken  up 
and  the  question  put, — Is  the  brother  guilty  ?  and  dmdwl 
in  the  negative.  A  deacon  of  the  church  then  tamed  to 
this  brother  and  said,  we  have  exonerated  jou,  do  yon  (dear 
yourself.  After. a  moment's  pause,  he  rephed,  ^No :  I  know 
that  I  was  fiir  from  possessing  a  right  temper  of  heart  at  Ijw 
time.'  The  scene  instantly  changed.  Their  criminations  of 
others  were  dropped,  and  follows  by  humble  confesdoos  of 
their  oti^  faults.  The  whole  church  seemed  to  be  melted 
down  into  a  sympathetic  union.  This  was  viewed  as  a  pi^ 
lude,  and  was  followed  by  a  revival  of  religion  in  the  town." 
Many  such  &cts  are  with  the  fathers  in  the  ministrjr,  and 
they  would  be  worth  much  if  placed  on  the  page  of  history. 
No  martial  achievements  are  so  worthy  to  be  remembered. 


CHICHESTER. 

Rot.  S.  M.  BLANCQAms. 

The  town  did  not  enjoy  the  stated  ministrations  of  Urn 
gospel  before  1791.  Votes  were  often  passed  to  raise  money 
for  the  support  of  "  Gosjpel  preaching,"  but  there  is  reaam. 
to  believe  tnat  but  few  of  those  sums  were  actually  appiopo* 
ated,  since  such  votes  were  often,  re-considered  at  a  8vbfl»- 
quent  meeting.  During  this  time,  eleven  baptisms  are  re- 
corded.   The  date  of  a  church  organization  does  not  appear. 
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but  probably  it  was  about  this  tiiae,  for  anew  religious  in* 
teiest  was  awakened  by  the  arrival  of  Ber.  Jogiah  Caipeoter* 
A  Meetiug-^house  was  built.  A  d^  of  fiustiu^,  humiliation 
and  prayer  to  Almighty  God  for  ihe  Divine  '^  Uessing  on  us 
in  all  our  undertakings  as  a  Christian  people/'  was  observed; 
ukl  a  committee  was  raised  ^^  to  call  a  number  of  neighbor- 
ing ministers  and  churches/'  And  Mr.  Carpenter  was  or- 
damed.    These  things  occurred  in  1791. 

That  the  town  had  some  just  appreciation  of  the  principle 
of  ministerial  support,  appears  from  the  call  given  Mr.  Car- 
penter.   For  the  nrst  year  he  was  to  receive  £50,  and  each 
succeeding  year  an  increase  of  £5,  until  it  reached  the  sum 
of  £65,  wmch  was  to  be  the  stated  amount ;  one  third  of  the 
same  was  to  be  paid  in  specie ;  the  remaining  two-thirds  in 
beef,  pork,  com.  ^rain,  each  article  to  be  valued  at  a  fixed 
rate.    Besides  tnis,  the  town  voted  to  furnish  yearlv  25  cords 
of  wood,  and  Engliflh  hay  sufficient  to  keep  one  horse,  two 
oowB,  and  six  sheep.    They  also  pledged  the  sum  of  £55 
towards  building  him  a  house ;  £  15  of  which  was  to  be  in 
lumber  of  various  kinds,  and  £^  in  labor.    What  was  the 
siee  of  the  church,  or  what  was  the  state  of  religion  during 
the  first  pastorate,  cannot  be  told,  for  veiy  few  records  were 
kept  for  36  years.    Mr.  Carpenter  recorcb  the  baptism  of 
about  543  persons,  of  which  number  30  were  adults.    The 
passage  of  what  is  called  the  toieratum  act^  repealing  the  law 
to  raise  a  tax  for  religion^  and  bringing  into  vogue  the  vol- 
tmtary  system  of  supportmg  the  goq>d,  occasioned  the  dis- 
mission of  Bev.  Mr.  Carpenter,  July  24, 1827.    But  the  final 
adjustment  of  this  matter  between  the  parties  did  little  to- 
wmds  restoring  hannonj  in  the  churdi,  since  Bev.  Mr.  Car- 
penter continued  to  reside  in  town,  and  seems  never  to  have 
Seen  fully  reconciled  to  the  new  order  of  things.    It  was  dur- 
ing this  transition  period,  which  continued  some  12  years, 
that  Arminianism  obtained  a  foothold  here.    Two  Freewill 
Baptist  meetings,  and  a  Methodist,  were  established.    The 
Preewill  Baptist  societies  are  extinct,  but  the  Methodists 
erected  a  house  of  worship  in  1833.  and  still  live.    During 
the  above  named  period,  the  churcn  did  not  grow,  either  in 
graces  or  numbers. 

On  Aug.  29, 1832,  Bev.  Buius  A.  Putnam  was  installed. 
The  next  year  the  old  creed  was  revised,  and  rules  of  disci- 
pline adopted.  A  Sabbath  School,  the  first  in  the  town,  was 
oiganized,  and  the  church  which  nad  been  much  depressed 
sow  arose  to  new  conquests  over  the  kingdom  of  darkness. 
Protracted  meetings  were  held  in  1832, 1835  and  1838,  each 
of  which  were  fallowed  by  results  apparently  glorious.  Nearly 
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100  persons  professed  Christ,  as  the  result  of  the  second 
and  third.  In  1838  a  new  Meeting-house  was  erected,  and 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  Triune  Qod.  But  the  re- 
cords show  that  bad  as  well  as  good  were  gathered  into  the 
gospel  net,  for  many  were  suspended  or  cut  off  from  the 
diurch.  But  the  measures  employed  to  purify  the  church, 
especially  in  connection  with  the  sins  of  hypocrisy,  intemper- 
ance, and  the  system  of  American  slavery,  were  a  "  rock  rf 
offence  and  a  stone  of  stumbling/'  Therefore  the  relation 
of  pastor  and  people,  for  want  of  pecuniary  support,  was  dis- 
solved by  mutual  council  July  11, 1843. 

Mr.  Charles  Willey  succeeded  as  pastor,  being  ordained 
Oct.  15, 1845.  But,  for  want  of  support,  was  dismissed  after 
a  settlement  of  five  years,  Dec.  3,  1850.  The  church  had 
now  become  reduced  by  removals  and  death,  so  that  for  the 
three  followinff  years  a  blank  occurs  in  the  records.  Little 
effort  was  made  to  secure  a  permanent  ministry,  the  relig- 
ious education  of  the  youth,  and  family  prayer,  had  gradual^ 
fallen  into  neglect. 

About  1817,  it  is  said,  an  addition  of  120  persons  was  made 
to  the  church.  The  number  who  professed  Christ  during  the 
ministry  of  Rev.  Mr.  Putnam  was  117.  The  number  under 
Eev.  Mr.  Willey  was  eight.  In  1833  the  number  of  resident 
church  members  was  136.  In  1855  the  number  is  76  reri- 
dent  and  34  non-resident  members.  In  November  1853  tiie 
services  of  Rev.  S.  M.  Blanchard  were  engaged,  who  contin- 
ues to  this  time  to  minister  the  word  of  life  to  the  people. 

The  following  description  of  a  meeting  on  the  evemng  of 
the  Sabbath  after  a  protracted  meeting  of  four  days,  one  of 
a  series  through  the  Association  in  1835,  will  call  to  mind, 
among  those  wno  were  in  those  days  active  in  Christian  labor, 
many  similar  "  tokens"  of  Gbd's  power  and  love,  all  over  the 
land: 

"  In  the  evening  a  meeting  was  attended  at  the  Center 
School  house ;  at  which  all  inquirers  were  particularly  invited 
to  be  present.  It  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  concave 
of  a  scene  of  more  solemn  and  intense  interest  than  was  wit- 
nessed at  that  meeting.  The  theme  of  discourse  was — ^^My 
Spirit  ahaU  not  always  strive  wUh  man"  The  sinner  was 
pressed  on  the  point,  that  God's  Spirit  was  beyond  his  con- 
trol— Grod  had  now  given  it — He  might  at  any  moment  take 
it  away — eternal  death  would  follow  his  total  withdrawal — 
Now  J  then,  0  NOW  cease  to  strive  with  the  Spirit — lei 
Him  come  a  Conqueror  into  your  hearts,  and  be  ye  converted 
and  saved  I  After  the  discourse  was  closed,  a  short  prayer 
was  o£fered  for  the  breathings  of  the  Holy  Ghost  <»i  dynag 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


COKGOBD.  365 

soulfl.  The  moment  the  prayer  was  ended,  a  yonng  man, 
strong  in  body  and  mind,  yet  agonizing  under  a  sense  of 
guilt  m  the  sight  of  heaven,  rushed  to  the  desk,  seized  with 
a  violent  grasp  the  hand  of  the  preacher  and  implored  with 
a  trembling  voice  prayer  in  his  behalf.  His  whole  fi^me  was 
agitated  and  literally  shook.  To  the  question — *  How  do 
you  feel  ?'  he  replied  in  substance — ^  I  nardly  know,  I  am 
greatly  distressed.'  Prayer  was  offered,  while  nis  hand  still 
grasped  that  of  the  suppliant  in  his  behalf.  During  the 
prayer  he  became  mo^e  calm.  The  awfiil  stru^lings  and 
agonies  of  his  soul  appeared  to  cease.  A  peaceral  serenity 
dwelt  on  his  countenance.  After  the  prayer,  he  was  asked 
— *  What  are  your  feelings  now  ?'  he  rephed — *  I  feel  much 
relieved.'  *Are  you  wilhng  to  give  up  ell  for  Christ  who 
died  for  you — your  soul  and  body  and  all  your  eternal  inter- 
ests, and  be  at  his  disposal  forever.^'  ^  I  think  I  am.'  He 
sat  down  on  the  step  by  the  desk ;  and  frem  that  time  has 
appeared  to  be  a  new  creature,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
cnureh.  No  language  can  describe  the  effect  produced  on 
the  audience  by  this  incident,  or  lather  overrulmg  event  of 
divine  providence.  There  was  breathless  stiUness,  except 
the  beatings  of  the  struggling  heart,  and  the  deep  sigh  which 
could  not  be  repressed,  escaping  in  unutterable  prayer,  or 
bursting  from  the  bosom  burdenSi  with  a  sensjB  of  guilt.  0 
the  indescribable,  the  inconceivable,  the  glorious  power  of 
the  Most  High  God  when  he  comes  by  his  Spirit  to  work  in 
men  the  salvation  of  their  souls !  Angels,  we  may  suppose, 
were  present  at  that  meeting.  They  gazed  on  its  transac- 
tions with  rapturous  emotions.  They  went  up  to  heaven 
and  reported  there  that  some  hearts  had  given  up  the  con- 
test with  Qod,  and  sweetly  bowed  to  the  Saviour's  dominion. 
And  heaven  rejoiced  at  the  blessed  news.  Yes,  some,  we 
humbly  trust,  submitted  on  the  spot  before  they  left  the 
house — some  on  their  way  home  lost  their  burden  and  walked 
in  the  light  of  a  Redeemer's  reconciled  countenance — and 
some  durii^  the  night  ere  they  retired  to  rest  sought  in 
prayer  the  mrgiveness  of  sins,  and  believing  in  Jesus  rejoiced 
with  joy  unspeakable  and  ftdl  of  glory." 


CONCORD. 

FiKST  Chvbch.—Rot.  N.  Bovtok,  D.n. 

The  grant  of  land  which  now  constitutes  the  city  of  Con- 
cord, was  made  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in 
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1725,  nnder  thMWuae  of  the  "Plantation  of  Penacook"— 
Among  other  conditions  of  the  grant,  were  thetse :  That  the 
lands  should  be  divided  into  one  hundred  and  three  lots ; 
that  one  hundred  femilies,  able  to  make  a  settlement,  should 
be  admitted ;  each  settler  be  obliged  to  build  a  good  house 
for  his  family  within  three  years;  and  that  they  should 
completely  finish  a  convenient  house  for  the.  public  worAip 
of  (iod,  within  the  same  term : — Of  the  one  hundred  imd 
three  lots^  one  was  to  be  laid  out  to  the  right  of  the  ^'first 
settled  mmister,"  one  for  a  parsonage,  and  one  "for  a  school 
forever/' 

On  these  conditions  the  settlement  was  commenced,  in 
the  spring  of  1726,  by  persons  from  Andover,  Bradford. 
Haverhill  and  Salisbury^  in  Massachusetts.  These  were  all 
men  selected  by  a  conmuttee  of  the  Great  and  General  Court, 
as  men  of  sulJstance  and  character,  and  able  "to  bring  for- 
ward" the  settlement.  Some  of  them  were  men  of  the  finrt 
respectability  in  those  towns — three  of  the  original  proprie- 
tors were  ministers  of  the  gospel,  viz.:  Rev.  Samuel  Phmipe 
of  Andover — ^father  of  John,  and  grandfether  of  Samuel, 
the  founders  of  the  academies  at  Exeter  and  Andover ;  Rev. 
BezaJeel  Toppan,  and  Rev.  Enoch  Coflfin  of  Newburr. 
Almost  one-fourth  of  the  settlers  were  from  Andover,  mostly 
descendants  of  the  Puritans,  and  all  of  them  were  united  in 
their  views  of  religious  doctrine,  of  church  order  and  govern- 
ment. When  surveyors  and  chainmen,  with  others,  came 
to  lay  out  the  land.  Rev.  Enoch  Coffin  accompanied  them, 
as  chaplain,  and  preached  twice  on  the  Sabbath,  in  a  tent 
pitched  on  what  is  known  as  Sugar  Ball  plain. 

The  first  Meeting-house,  was  built  of  logs,  40  feet  long 
and  25  in  breadth,  and  the  first  minister  Kev.  Timothy 
Walker  of  Wobum,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  college,  was 
ordained  pastor,  on  the  18th  Nov.  1730,  (O.  8.)  and  the 
church,  of  eight  male  members,  was  organized  the  same  day. 
The  ordination  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  John  Bar- 
nard, of  North  Andover,  from  Prov.  9 :  1, 2, 3.  Rev.  Samud 
Phillips  gave  the  charge,  and  Rev.  John  Brown  of  Haver- 
hill cave  to  the  pastor  and  church  the  Right  Hand  of  Fel- 
lowship. In  his  sermon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barnard  remarked, — 
"There  is  this  peculiar  circumstance  in  your  settlement, 
that  it  is  in  a  place  where  Satan  some  years  a^  had  his  seat, 
and  the  Devil  was  wont  to  be  in/vocaied  by  forsaken  Sava- 
ges ;  a  place  which  was  the  rendezvous  and  head''quarter9 
of  our  Indian  enemies"  The  members  of  the  church — Mr. 
Walker  being  one — when  organized,  adopted  and  subscribed 
a  covemmty  in  which  they  did  "solemnly  devote  and  ded&- 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


OOHOQSD.  367 

ctAe  themselves  to  tlxe  Lord  JehqvBiiy  who  k  Father,  Son 
and  H0I7  Ghost/'  and  did  ^^  promise  by  divine  ^nice  to 
oideavor  to  observe' all  things  whatsoever  God  in  his  Word 
has  commimded/' 

For  about  twenty  years,  public  worship  wa»  held  in  the 
log  Meeting^house^ — which  also,  during  the  period  of  .trou- 
bles with  the  IndiaiM,  served  the  purpose  of  a  fort :  the 
people  carried  their  ^uns  to  meeting,  stacked  them  in  the 
entiy  with  a  sentinel  to  watch,  whue  the  pastor,  who  it  is 
said  had  the  best  gun  in  the  paridi.  carried  it  into  the  pul- 
pit and  proceeded  with  the  order  ot  worship.    Mr.  Walker's 
aaklary  was  fixed  at  £100.  to  be  increased  408.  a  year  till  it 
amounted  to  £120,  whicn  in  the  currency  of  that  period 
was  equal  to  about  $156.    Besides,  he  improved  the  ^^par- 
sonage," and  had  in  his  own  ri^ht,  the  lot  laid  out  to  the 
first  minister.      The  salarv  with  a  few  exceptions  was 
promptly  paid  every*  year,  till  the  close  of  his  ministry.    He 
continu^  in  the  ministry  as  pastor  of  the  church,  filfty  two 
years.    He  was  a  man  of  native  good  sense,  sound  judg- 
ment, of  agreeable  manners  and  exemplary  life.    He  was 
"orthodox," — that  is,  received  the  Westminster  Assembly's 
Catechkm  and  the  Cambridge  Platform ;  but  in  his  advanc- 
ed age  he  was  opposed  to  what  were  called  ^^New  Lights" 
and  daimed  to  be  a  "moderate  Calvinist."    He  preached 
twice  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  Preparatory  Lecture  once  a 
month  in  the  summer,^  and  once  in  two  months  in  the  win- 
ter.    Under  his  ministry  a  la^  portion  of  the  people 
became  members  of  the  church,  either  in  ^^9  or  "owned  the 
covenant"  and  had  their  children  baptized.    The  latter  mode 
was  the  more  common.    The  salutarv  influence  which  he 
exerted  duriDj^  his  long  ministry,  justhr  entitles  him  to  the 
appellation  ot  Father  of  Ike  Toum.    He  was  greatly  vene- 
rated, and  his  memory  is  precious  to  this  day.    He  died  sudr 
deoly  on  the  morning  of  the  Sabbatii,  of  apoplexy,  Sept.  1, 
1782^  in  the  78th  year  of  his  a^,  and  52d  of  his  ministry.^ 
Alter  a  trial  of  several  candidates,  the  Bev.  Israel  Evans, 
a  graduate  of  Princeton  college,  N.  J.,  and  a  chaplain  in  the 
army  during  the  Bevolutionary  war,  received  a  call  both  from 
the  church  and  town,  eoid  was  installed  pastor,  July  1, 1789. 
The  installation  sermon  was  preached  by  Bev.  Joseph  Eck* 
ley  of  the  Old  South  Church,  Boston, — a  copy  of  which  in 
manuscript  is  still  preserved,  in  the  New  Hampshire  Histor- 
ical Society.    Bev.  Mr.  Evans  was  a  eentleman  of  polished 
and  dignified  manners,  a  fluent  and  scmietimes  doquunt 

•  For  a  fidl  aeconni  of  his  chaneter  and  labofs,  tee  Rev.  Dr.  BonU>n*t  History 
of  Ooncon}. 
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speaker,  and  evangelical  in  doctrine :  but  his  habits  and 
style  of  living  were  so  different  from  tnose  of  his  predecessor 
and  of  his  parishioners,  that  the  connection  did  not  prove 
either  very  ha]^p7  or  lasting.  He  tendered  a  resimation  of 
his  char^,  which  was  accepted  by  the  town,  and  his  pasto- 
ral relation  was  dissolved  by  a  council  July  1, 1797,  after  a 
ministry  of  eight  years.  Mr.  Evans'  wife  was  a  sister  of  the 
late  Col.  Wm.  A.  Kent  of  Concord.  Bv  wilL  he  left  the 
chief  part  of  his  property — about  J4000,  on  tne  decease  of 
his  widow, — to  Dartmouth  college,  to  endow  a  Professorship 
of  Oratory.  He  was  a  zealous  patriot  and  a  devoted  fiiend 
and  admirer  of  Washington.  In  his  last  sickness  he  waa 
visited  by  his  successor  in  office,  the  Bev.  Dr.  McFarland, 
who  in  prayer  for  Mr.  Evans,  asked  ^^  that,  after  the  trials 
of  this  life  were  over,  he  might  sit  down  with  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  God,"  to  which  Mr. 
Evans  audibly  added,  "and  with  Wmhimton  too"  He 
died  March  9,  1807,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age. 

The  Bev.  Asa  McFarland,  a  native  of  Worcester,  Ms., 
and  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  college  in  1793 — having  been 
previously  employed  in  Concord,  as  a  teacher  of  music — ^was 
immediately  engaged  to  preach  as  a  candidate,  and  received 
a  call  to  settle.  To  the  "call"  22  persons  entered  their 
dissent  upon  the  town  records,  "on  account  of  the  salary," 
which  was  ?350  yearly,  with  the  use  of  the  parsonage ! — 
Mr.  McFarland  was  ordained  March  7^  1798.  The  sermon 
on  the  occasion  was  preached  by  Bev.  John  Smith,  profeasor 
in  Dartmouth  college.  In  1809,  Mr.  McFarland  was  chosen 
a  Trustee  of  the  college ;  in  1811  President  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Missionary  {society,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
founders ;  in  1812,  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divin- 
itv  from  Yale  college ;  and  for  twenty  seven  years  was  cleric 
of  the  Pastoral  Convention  of  this  »tate.  Dr.  McFarland 
possessed  a  vi^rous  and  active  mind ;  was  discriminating 
and  sound  in  judgment ;  his  sermons  were  instructive,  plain, 
direct,  and  delivered  with  a  fuH,  powerful,  yet  agreeable 
voice.  His  labors  in  the  ministiy  were  very  arduous,  and 
the  fruits  abundant.  He  published  a  volume  entitled 
"View  of  Heresies,"  containing  276  pages,  (12  mo.) ;  sir- 
teen  sermons,  and  an  oration  l^fore  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
of  Dartmouth  college.  He  left  two  thousand  and  fifty  tour 
manuscript  sermons — ^which  made  an  average  of  seventy  six 
a  year. 

Under  his  ministry  the  church  was  greatly  increased,  par- 
ticularly, bv  means  of  three  extensive  revivals ;  the  first  in 
the  years  1811-12,  in  which  time  95  were  added ;  the  second 
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in  1816,  when  108  were  added ;  and  the  third  in  1820,  when 
86  were  added.  Previous  to  the  ministry  of  Dr.  McFarland 
no  artidea  of  faithy  but  only  a  oovenant,  had  been  used,  in 
the  admission  of  members.  In  1807,  he  drew  up  twelve 
articles,  embracing  the  substance  of  the  orthodox  belief, 
which  were  subsequently  used  in  the  admission  of  members, 
with  consent  of  tne  church,  though  never  adopted  by  vote. 
He  never  practiced  or  allowed  the  "half  way  covenant." 
except  to  baptize  the  children  of  those  who  were  alreaay 
connected  with  the  church  on  that  principk. 

On  account  of  growing  infirmities,  Dr.  McFarland  thought 
the  best  interests  of  the  church  and  society  would  be  pro- 
moted by  resi^ng  his  charge ;  which  he  accordinglv  did ; 
and  was  dismissed  from  his  nastoral  relation  to  the  church, 
by  the  same  council  that  oraained  his  successor,  March  23, 
1825.  From  this  period — retired  from  public  labors, 
entertaining  the  most  friendly  relations  with  tne  church  and 
his  successor — ^his  health  and  vigor  more  rapidly  declined. — 
From  December  1823,  to  February  1827,  he  experienced 
seven  strokes  of  paralysis — all  except  one  on  the  Sabbath. — 
He  expired  on  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath,  Feb.  18, 1827, 
in  the  58th  year  of  his  age,  and  27th  of  his  ministry.  His 
ftmeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Walter  Hams,  D.D. 
of  Dunbarton,  from  Heb.  9 :  27. 

Before  and  during  this  ministry  the  town  constituted  the 
parish ;  the  salary  was  assessed  and  collected  as  a  part  of 
the  toym  expenses — ^under  the  name  of  the  Pulpit  Tax. — 
Hitherto  also  the  inhabitants  of  the  tovm  had  remained 
almost  entirely  united  in  their  religious  views.  Under  the 
ministry  of  Kev.  Mr.  Walker,  only  two  families  are  known 
to  have  separated  from  the  parish.  In  1803  a  ^^  Society  of 
Friends''  was  ^thered,  and  a  small  Meeting-house  bmlt; 
in  1817  an  Episcopal  society  was  formed  under  the  name  of 
St.  Thomas'  Chapel,  which  supported  worship  till  1823 ;  in 
1818.  a  Baptist  cnurch  was  or^nized  of.five  males  and  nine 
females,  and  there  was  occasional  preaching  in  town  by 
Methodist  preachers,  about  the  same  time. 

Agreeably  to  a  new  law  of  the  State,  the  First  Oongrega- 
ticmal  Society  was  formed  Juljr  29,  1824,  which  society, 
soon  after  its  organization,  consisted  of  223  taxable  mem- 
bers, embracing  the  names  of  nearly  all  the  heads  of  fiunilies 
descended  from  the  original  settlers.  Dec.  24,  1824,  the 
church  presented  an  unanimous  call  to  the  Bev.  Nathaniel 
Bouton,  a  native  of  Norwalk,  Conn.^  graduate  of  Yale  col- 
lege, 1821,  and  of  Andover  theological  seminary,  1824, — 
had  preached  seven  Sabbaths  as  a  candidate — to  settle 
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as  their  paetor ;  with  this  call  the  society  naanimoosly  con- 
curred Dec.  30,  and  he  was  ordained  IMburch  23, 1829.  Tht 
Bev.  Justyn  Edwards,  D.D.  of  Andover,  preached  the  ser* 
men,  from  2  Cor.  5 :  17.  Under  the  ministry  of  the  present 
pastor  there  have  been  repeated  ^^ seasons  of  refrashiDj^" 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord^ — the  most  precions  of  whicb 
was  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  General  Associa^ 
tion,  in  September  1831.  Many  and  ferrent  prayers  for  tke 
Divine  blessing  preceded  the  meeting.  On  the  first  day, 
the  impression  'made  by  the  public  exercises  was  highly 
salutary  and  hop^ul ;  on  the  second,  more  deep  and  solemn ; 
on  the  third,  tears  flowed  abundantly  from  many  eyes.  On 
the  ^temoon  of  the  third  day,  the  Lord's  oupper  was 
administered  to  about  850  communicants,  occupymff  every 
seat  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  old  North  Church  and  benches 
in  the  aisles ;  while  the  galleries  were  crowded  with  non- 
communicants,  for  the  most  part  standing,  but  with  silent 
and  tearftil  emotion,  looking  on  the  solemn  scene  below, 
and  listening  to  the  affecting  appeals  which  were  addressed 
to  them.  Many  afterwards  said  ^^thai  the  scene  was  to  ikem 
like  the  day  ofjudgment**  In  the  evening  Rev.  Joel  Fiske, 
then  of  New  Haven,  Vt.,  preached  from  the  text  John  7 : 
37 — ^^If  any  man  thirsty  tet  him  come  unto  me,  and  drink." 
Towards  the  close  of  the  sermon  the  preacher  most  patheti- 
cally urged  sinners  then  to  come  and  give  themselves  to 
Christ ;  one,  a  leading  man  of  the  town,  rose,  went  forwaid, 
and  kneeling  in  ftt)nt  of  the  pulpit,  asked  for  prayers, — 
whereupon  the  pastor  said,  "an  opportunity  is  now  given 
for  all  who  desire  prayers,  to  come  forward," — when  persons 
seated  in  every  part  of  the  house,  bdow  and  in  the  gallery, 
moved,  as  by  a  spontaneous  impulse,  towards  the  broad  aiaie 
of  the  church,  and  filled  the  entire  space  from  the  pulnit  to 
the  front  door  I  Then  the  "glory  of  the  Lord  nllea  the 
house.''  Ministers  and  Christian  brethren  stood  in  joyful 
wonder  at  the  sight.  After  prayer  and  a  few  words  of 
exhortation,  tiie  meeting  closed ;  and  all,  awed  and  subdued 
by  the  power  of  the  scene,  retired  to  their  homes,  not  ta 
sleep,  but  to  converse,  and  praise  and  pray.  The  great  work 
of  (tod's  spirit,  thus  begun,  rapidly  advanced;  a  general 
religious  interest  pervad^  the  town,  which  continued  till 
the  next  spring — the  result  was  the  addition  of  101  mem*- 
ben  to  the  chiuch,  embracing  many  heads  of  fimiilies  as  weB 
as  youth. 

In  1834,  a  protraeted  meeting  of  three  days  was  lield, 
during  which  two  or  three  sermons  were  preached  each  day  ; 
accompanied  with  earnest  exhoitatiens  and  pray^v;   tM 
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fruit  of  this  was  an  addition  of  54  members.  Similar  meet- 
ings, of  longer  continuance,  were  held  in  1836  and  in  1842, 
wmch  were  also  followed  with  highly  beneficial  results. 

In  consequence  of  the  growth  of  the  town  in  population, 
many  and  great  changes  have  taken  place  in  religious  or- 
der and  sentiment,  suice  1825.  Besides  the  rise  of  other 
religious  denominations — Unitarian,  Episcopal,  TJniversalist, 
and  Freewill  Baptist — the  First  Congregational  church  and 
society  has  been  divided  so  as  to  form,  at  the  present  time, 
four  churches  and  societies,  each  with  its  pastor,  all  harmo- 
niously imited  in  doctrine  and  walking  in  fellowship :  The 
First  church,  in  1832,  consisted  of  527  members,  viz.  166 
males  and  361  females.  In  1833,  88  of  these  were  dismissed 
to  constitute  the  West  Congregational  church.  In  1837,  67 
members  were  dismissed  and  recommended  to  constitute  the 
South  Congregational  church;  and  in  1842,  44  members 
were  dismissed  and  recommended  to  bi^nize  the  East  Con- 
gregational church.  The  action  of  the  First  church  in  these 
several  cases  was  tmaninuma.  After  all  these  changes,  the 
First  church  consists  at  this  time  of  260  members — 70  males 
and  190  females.  In  the  fall  of  1842  a  new  Meeting-house 
was  built  for  the  use  of  the  society,  at  a  cost  of  about  $6600 
— to  which  an  addition  has  since  been  made  at  an  expense 
of  about  $  1600 ;  the  house  is  very  commodious,  and  will  seat 
about  650 ;  the  average  attendance  is  not  fer  from  400. 

It  is  interesting  to  add,  that  from  the  first  organization 
of  the  church  till  the  present  time,  there  has  never  been  any 
difficulty  or  misunderstanding  between  the  jjastor  and 
church,  or  between  the  pastor  and  parish  or  society,  or  be- 
tween the  church  and  society,  which  has  required  an  ecclesi- 
astical council  to  settle ;  and  no  council  has  ever  been  called 
by  the  First  church,  except  to  settle  and  dismiss  a  minister 
according  to  Congr^tional  usage. 

It  is  not  known  that  pubUc  worship  ha«  ever  been  sus- 
pended even  for  one  Sabbath  since  the  ordination  of  the  fcpst 
minister  in  1730 :  and  there  have  been  only  seven  years  in 
which  the  churcn  has  been  destitute  of  a  pastor.  In  the 
last  thirty  years  only  three  male  members  have  asked  to  be 
dismissed  to  other  denominations. 

Members  at  the  organization  of  the  church,  8 ;  added  un- 
der Bev.  Mr.  Walker,  95;  under  Rev.  Mr.  Evans,  124;  un- 
der Bev.  Dr.  McFarland^  429 ;  under  Rev.  Dr.  Ronton,  649; 
total,  1350. 

Bev.  Mr.  Walker  baptized  about  all  in  the  parish ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Bvans,  (imperfect  record,)  gives  123 ;  Rev.  Dr.  McFar- 
land,  734;  Rev.  Dr.  Boston,  695;  total,  1452. 
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Members  of  the  First  church  who  have  become  ministen 
of  the  gospel  are  the  following:  James  Scales,  admitted 
1736 !  ordamed  first  minister  of  Hopldnton,  deceased ;  Tim- 
othy Walker,  jr.,  licensed  1759,  not  settled,  deceased ;  Eph- 
raim  Abbot,  admitted  1802,  ordained  at  Greenland ;  Greorae 
W.  Hough,  admitted  1807,  Baptist  missionary  in  BurmaLn^ 
deceased ;  David  Kimball,  admitted  1811,  now  at  Hanover, 
N.  H. ;  James  Walker,  admitted  1811,  died  at  Milton,  1826 ; 
Joshua  T.  Eussell,  admitted  1811,  died  in  Mississippi ;  Jer- 
emiah Glines,  admitted  1812,  settled  at  Lunenburg,  Vt. ; 
Samuel  G.  Tenney,  admitted  1816,  once  settled  at  Lyndon, 
Vt.;  William  Clark,  admitted  1816,  agent  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
F.  M. ;  Hennr  Wood,  admitted  1816,  consul  at  Beirut,  Sy* 
ria ;  Moses  Kimball,  admitted  1816,  now  at  Weathersfield, 
Vt. ;  Henry  8.  G.  French,  admitted  1826,  missionary  at 
Siam,  decesused ;  Horace  Herrick,  admitted  1828,  once  set- 
tled at  FitzwiUiam ;  John  LeBos(][uet,  admitted  1831,  at 
Greenfield;  Luther  Famum,  admitted  1832,  resident  in 
Boston ;  Ezra  E.  Adams,  admitted  1832,  settl^  at  Nashua; 
William  A.  Patten,  admitted  1833,  late  pastor  at  Deerfield ; 
Ezekiel  Dow,  admitted  1843,  preacher  at  Monument,  Ms. 

"  Unto  thee,  0  God,  do  tve  give  thanks;  unto  thee  do  we 
give  thanks:  for  that  thy  naine  is  near^  thy  toondrom 
works  declare." 


CONCORD  WEST. 

ReT.  A.  P.  TxxMST. 

In  the  spring  of  1832,  several  individuals  residing  in  the 
north  west  part  of  Concord,  for  their  better  acconmiodatioB 
in  the  public  worship  of  Grod,  and  with  the  full  concurrence 
of  the  First  church  and  society  of  which  several  of  them  were 
members,  formed  themselves  into  a  religious  society,  and 
agreed  to  build  a  house  of  worship.  A  neat  and  commo- 
dious house  was  completed,  and,  in  January  1833,  was  ded- 
icated to  Almighty  God,  leather.  Son  and  Holy  Ghost. 

The  pulpit  was  suppUed,  chiefly  by  Dr.  Harris  of  Dun- 
barton,  until  the  first  babbath  in  March,  when  the  present 
pastor  began  his  labors  as  a  candidate  for  installation. — 
April  23,  in  the  forenoon,  eighty  nine  members, — ^twenty 
seven  males,  and  sixty  two  females,  who  had  been  dismissed 
for  the  purpose  from  the  First  church, — were  duly  organised 
into  a  new  church.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  dav,  Bev. 
Asa  P.  Tenney  was  installed  as  their  pastor.  The  AitideB 
of   Faith  adopted  by  the  church  were  similar  to  thoee 
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eenerally  used  by  Orthodox  Congregational  churches  in 
New  England.  May  9,  brethren  Abial  Rolfe  and  Ira  Rowell 
were  elected  deacons.  Having  previously  served  in  the  same 
office  in  the  First  church,  they  were  not  re-ordained  Dea. 
Rolfe  was  removed  from  the  church  militant  Feb.  19.  1840. 
He  was  a  man  of  rare  excellence,  and  of  great  usenilness. 
His  death,  while  yet  in  the  vigor  of  his  age,  was  very  gen- 
erally and  sincerely  lamented.  August  15^  brother  Hazen 
Runnels  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  m  place  of  Dea. 
Rolfe,  and,  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  was  solemnly  ordained. 

The  whole  number  added  to  this  church  since  its  organi- 
zation is  263,  making  a  total  of  352  members.  Of  the  addi- 
tions 52  were  by  letter,  and  211  on  profession  of  their  faith. 
The  present  number  is  202,  including  non-resident  members. 
Of  the  161  removals,  18  were  dismissed  to  be  organized,  with 
others,  into  a  sister  church  at  Fisherville — a  village  which 
has  sprung  up  within  a  few  years  on  the  northern  border  of 
this  jparish.  Of  the  whole  liumber  received  69  only  were 
baptized,  the  others  having  been  baptized  in  infancv — ^an 
oroinance  that  is  prized  and  generally  observed  by  the  church. 
The  additions  have,  in  great  part,  been  the  fruit  of  revivals, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  numbers  received  to  the  fellowship 
of  the  church  in  specific  years,  as  follows :  In  1833,  28  ;  in 
1834,  30 ;  in  1835, 13  ;  in  1836,  8  ;  in  1837,  9  ;  m  1838, 
36:  in  1839,2;  in  1841,9;  in  1842, 13  ;  in  1843,  53;  in 
1844,6;  in  1845,7;  in  1846,3;  in  1847,1;  inl848,2;in 
1849,  2  ;  in  1860^  1 ;  in  1851,  8  ;  in  1852, 1 ;  in  1853,  1 ; 
in  1854,  3  ;  in  1855, 22. 

The  church  was  organized  amid  the  influences  of  reviving 
grace — several  conversions  having  occurred  before  the  organ- 
ization. And,  from  the  above  notice  of  additions,  it  appears 
that  special  divine  influence  was  enjoyed  with  little  interrup- 
tion for  several  years.  The  most  general  and  powerful  work 
of  grace,  which  the  church  has  ever  enjoyed,  commenced 
early  in  the  autumn  of  1842,  and  continued  through  most 
of  the  following  winter.  As  the  fruit  of  it,  nearly  eighty 
persons  expressed  hope.  Most  of  the  converts  were  young, 
and  what  is  unusual,  more  than  half  of  them  were  males. 
Of  those  added  to  the  church  nine  were  from  one  family, 
near  relatives  of  good  Deacon  Rolfe.  The  revivals  whidi 
this  church  has  enjoyed,  have  generally  been  gradual  and 
noiseless,  ^^like  leaven  which  a  woman  took  and  hid  in  three 
measures  of  meal."  That  they  may  prove  as  all-})ervading 
and  permanent  in  their  effects,  should  be  the  desire  of  afi 
hearts.  The  ordinary  means  of  grace  have  been  chiefly 
lelied  on.    Protracted  meetings  were  occasionally  held,  not^ 
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however,  for  the  purpose  of  awaking  a  Blnmbering  church 
and  a  careless  worlds  but,  for  the  purpose  of  deepening  and 
extending  re%ious  sensibilities  already  more  or  less  active. 
The  church  were,  formerly,  more  wont,  than  now,  to  hold 
special  seasons  of  fasting  and  prayer.  They  have,  some 
tunes,  had  something  like  ^^  Class  meetings,"  conducted  by 
the  pastor  at  private  houses  in  the  different  school  districts 
— church  members  and  inquirers  onl^  attending.  A  fire- 
quent  means  has  been,  general  visitation  by  committees  from 
the  church.  But  whatever  means  have  been  employed^t  ii 
acknowledged  :  "  Power  only  belon^th  unto  God."  Upon 
the  general  harmony  that  has  prevailed  amon^  the  member- 
ship, and  upon  all  the  useful  results  of  tim  organization 
may  appropriately  be  inscribed  :  ^^  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath 
helped  us." 


CONCORD. 

South  Cnoscn.— Rer.  H.  E.  Paeuh. 

The  South  Congregational  Church,  Concord,  was  oiganiBel 
Feb.  1,  1837,  at  uie  time  of  the  deoication  of  their  present 
house  of  worship,  and  comprised  at  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion sixty  seven  members  who  were  regularly  dismissed,  for 
this  purpose,  from  the  First  Church.  Since  that  period,  to 
the  close  of  1854,  there  have  been  added  two  hundred  and  two 
persons  by  letter,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  eight  by  profess- 
1^  the  aggregate  in  1855  being  two  hundred  and  eighty  five. 
Whole  number  427.  During  tne  current  year  29  hive  been 
added  to  its  numbers — 19  by  profession,  and  10  by  letter. 

The  church  has  enjoyed  one  interesting  season  of  revival 
durii^  its  history  thus  far ;  it  occurred  in  the  year  1842,- — 
and  there  has  been  some  increased  interest  during  a  part  of 
the  past  year. 

Bev.  Daniel  J.  Noyes  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church ; 
settled  May  2, 1837,-Hlismi8sed  Oct.  10, 1849,  to  take  the 
theological  professorship  in  Dcuimouth  coll^.  A  Btrong 
attaolmient  existed  between  him  and  his  peoj^e.  His  nun- 
istiy  was  a  successftd  and  happy  one.  Tne  meeting  of  the 
nastor  and  the  souls  he  won,  by  the  grace  of  Gk)d,  wUlbe  joy- 
nil  to  them,  and  will  bring  eternal  praise  to  Chnst. 

Bev.  Henry  E.  Parker,  the  present  pastor,  was  installed 
May  14, 1851,  with  a  salary  of  f  1000.  He  has  occaaieii  toi 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  smiles  of  the  Head  of  the 
ohurch  upon  him  in  his  work.  The  South  church  has  a  gieai 
retponsibility,  in  connection  with  its  sister  churches^  in  this 
central  point  of  influence  in  our  State. 
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CONCORD  EAST. 

Rer.  H.  A.  Ksndall. 

This  church  was  organized  March  30, 1842.  and  consisted 
ot  4^  members,  who  were  dismissed  from  ^^  The  First  Con- 
gregational church  in  Concord/'  and  recommended  for  the 
purpose  of  being  formed  into  a  church  on  the  east  side  of 
tiie  river,  where  no  established  worship  had  been  main- 
tained.  A  house  ol  wordiip  was  built  and  dedicated  before 
the  church  was  formed.  The  reason  of  this  enterprise  is 
nven  in  the  recorded  language  of  the  original  memoers  : — 
^^  God  having  &vored  us  with  a  house  of  worship  where  many 
are  now  accommodated  with  the  means  of  grace,  who  hi^ve 
pieviouslv  been  deprived  of  tins  &vor  to  a  oreat  extent,  we 
sae  called  npoa  by  the  providence  of  God  to  oe  organized  into 
a  church." 

The  religious  history  of  this  parish,  prior  to  the  formation 
<^  thiB  church,  bdongs  to  the  nistory  of  the  First  church, 
some  of  whose  pillars  were  spared  to  be  set  in  this  church 
as  the  ^Atrd  colony  from  the  original  Congregational  church 
in  Concord.  The  mother  and  her  children  abide  in  harmony. 
Bev.  Timothy  Morgan  was  the  stated  preacher  for  one  year. 
Under  his  ministry  more  was  a  revival  interest,  and  about 
40  cases  of  hopeftd  conversion  occurred  ;  of  these,  32  indi- 
vkluals  became  members  of  this  church.  This  religious 
interest  was  preceded  by  protracted  religious  meetings  in  the 
tawny  and  attended  by  such  meetings  in  the  jpariah, 

Bev.  Hiram  Freeman  was  ordained  and  mstalled  as  the 
first  pastor  of  this  church  Sept.  27, 1843.  He  was  dismissed 
June  19,  1846,  at  his  own  request,  in  order  to  enter  the 
missionaiy  field  of  the  West.  Salary,  f  350  per  annum* 
It  waB  raised  to  f  400.  Bev.  Winthrop  Fifield  was  installed 
pastor  of  this  church  March  24, 1847.  Salaiy,  |350.  He 
was  <Usmissed  March  25, 1850. 

Bev.  Henry  A.  Kendall,  the  preset  pastor,  was  installed 
June  26, 1851,  with  a  salary  of  9400. 

The  whole  number  of  members  has  been  152.  The  pres- 
ent number  is  104.  The  additions  in  all  have  been  106—1^ 
profession  67 — I^  letter  39.  In&nt  bi^tisms  have  been  12, 
— adult  three.  ^Hie  average  amount  naid  for  baievolait 
olgects  during  the  last  four  years  is  1^100,  anuually.  Bev. 
£.  E.  Adams,  bom  in  this  parish,  and  Bev.  Joseph  Warren, 
a  residfflit  here,  have  cone  mto  the  ministry.  Tne  latter  is 
a  missionaiy  of  tiie  rresbyterian  Board.  Publie  morab 
huve  improved  greatly  duiing  the  period  of  forty  years,  espe- 
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cially  in  the  decrease  of  intemperance,  profeneness  and  open 
Sabbath  breaking. 


DUNBARTON. 

Rer.  JoKN  M.  Putham . 

The  church  of  Christ  in  Dunbarton  was  organized,  June 
18, 1789,  consisting  of  ten  members.  This  event  was  about 
forty  years  after  the  first  permanent  settlement  was  made  in 
this  town  by  white  inhabitants,  and  twenty  four  years  afte 
the  town  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  Dunbarton. — 
The  population  of  the  town  was,  at  that  time,  nearly  the 
same  that  it  is  now.  In  1769,  about  twenty  years  before  the 
organization  of  the  church,  the  town  erected  a  rude  stractuie 
which  was  used  for  purposes  of  public  worship,  thonrii 
it  scarcely  bore  any  resemblance  to  church  edifices  of  the 
present  day.  It  stood  where  the  old  Meeting-house  (belong- 
mg  to  the  town.)  now  stands.  All  around  it  was  then  an 
uncultivated  wild. 

But  a  new  era  was  at  hand.  In  the  year  1789,  the  same 
year  in  which  the  church  was  organized,  the  town  voted,  on 
certain  specified  conditions,  to  build  a  new  Meeting-houae ; 
which  vote  was  carried  into  effect.  The  same  year  was  also 
memorable  fi)r  another  event,  the  settlement  of  Rev.  Walter 
Harris,  the  first  pastor  of  this  church,  which  took  place  <m 
the  26th  of  August,  1789 — ^a  little  more  than  two  months 
from  the  time  the  church  was  or^nized. .  Up  to  this  time, 
but  very  little  salutary  religious  influence  had  been  exerted 
here,  and  very  few  made  any  pretensions  at  all  to  being  the 
servants  of  Christ.  The  candidates  for  the  pastoral  ofSoe 
who  preceded  Mr.  Harris,  were  not  men  who  were  adapted 
to  ra&e  very  high  the  standard  either  of  orthodoxy  or  mor- 
als. Arminiamsm,  at  that  time,  was  most  lamentably  rife, 
and  great  laxness  of  doctrine  and  discipline  prevailed  in  all 
the  churches.  The  community  were  still  suffering  greatly 
fix)m  the  deleterious  effects,  upon  their  morals  and  habits  of 
life,  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

On  Mr.  Harris'  taking  the  charge  of  this  church,  a  new 
state  of  things  was  ere  long  manifest ;  a  new  asp^t  was  vis- 
ible upon  the  religious  interests  of  the  people.  He  saw  that 
the  people  were,  in  a  spiritual  point  of  view,  languishing  and 
perishing  for  want  of  feithiul,  thorou^,  evangelical  instrac* 
tion.  And  very  soon  after  his  ordination  he  commenced,  in 
a  systematic  way,  the  important  work  of  stating,  defining^ 
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iUostrating  and  defending  the  ^reat  doctrines  of  the  gospeL 
Sevend  years  were  spent  in  this  great  work — during  which 
Mr.  Harris  brought  into  vigorous  exercise  all  the  powers  of 
his  acute  and  discriminating  mind — a  mind  well  trained^ 
both  in  the  school  of  science  and  in  the  school  of  theology — 
a  mind,  naturally  capacious  and  discerning,  capable  of  gasp- 
ing and  digesting  ^reat  truths,  at  the  same  time  that  it  was 
fired  with  a  pecuhar  ardor  and  enei^,  from  the  inspira- 
tion of  a  heart  touched  with  the  mysterious  power  of  divine 
grace,  and  blessed  in  an  uncommon  measure,  with  ^^an  unc- 
tion from  the  Holv  One."  In  this  manner  ne  labored  ;  not 
shunning  ^^  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God,"  preaching 
the  trut£  with  an  earnestness  and  a£Fection,  and  with  a  fidel- 
ity and  a  pungency,  peculiarly  adapted  to  take  efiect. 

Two  whole  years  passed  away  under  these  faithftd  labors, 
and  no  signs  were  witnessed  of  God's  reviving  influences. 
The  third  year  also  had  half  finished  its  course,  and  no  cloud 
of  mercy  nad  yet  made  its  appearance  over  this  hill  of  ZioiL 
But  now  had  arrived  the  hour  of  God's  merciful  visitation. 
A  stillness,  like  that  of  death,  now  pervaded  the  congr^a- 
tion  on  the  Sabbath,  save  when  that  stillness  was  bro|cen  oy 
tiie  involuntary  sighs  and  half  suppressed  sobs  of  those  who 
had  felt  the  Spirit^s  power  upon  tneir  hearts,  and  were  weep- 
ing over  their  sins.  With  such  convincing  energy  did  the 
Holy  Ghost  descend,  that  the  entire  people  were  moved  ; 
the  whole  town  was  shaken  as  with  a  morsu  earthquake,  and 
none  were  so  hardened  as  not  to  be  interested  in  the  inquiry, 
"  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?"  Now  were  Zion's  walls 
indeed  called  salvation,  and  her  gates  praise  i  This  was  one 
a(  the  most  signal  and  glorious  works  of  grace  ever  witnessed 
in  New  England.  It  was  such  a  scene  as  earth  seldom 
Ibeholds — "  such  as  heaven  looks  down  with  joy  to  view." 
It  introduced  to  this  then  infiint  church  about  80  new  mem- 
bers. Thus  the  little  band  of  ten,  who,  three  years  before, 
were  constituted  into  a  church,  in  the  midst  of  this  moral 
wilderness,  received  an  increase  equal  to  doubling  their  num- 
ber three  times,  during  the  first  tnree  years  of  their  exist- 
ence : — a  glorious  triumph,  surely,  over  the  kingdom  of  satan 
and  the  powers  of  darkness. 

To  the  splendors  of  this  bright  day,  there  succeeded  a  long 
night  of  comparative  darkness.  In  connection  with  this  first 
revival,  or  during  the  lapse  of  a  single  year,  it  appears  that  a 
lar^r  number  were  received  to  this  (Uiurch  by  profession,  than 
during  the  whole  generation  following.  During  thirty  three 
years  there  were,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained  by  the  records 
of  the  church,  seventy  eight  admissions  ;  two  less  than  the 
25 
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adnnssions  resulting  from  the  refyiyal  of  1792«  In  the  eonne 
of  this  period,  however^  there  was  one  revival,  whbh  occurred 
im  1816,  the  fruits  of  which^  amounting  to  40  in  number, 
were  gathered  into  the  chnrch  during  that  Mid  the  foUowing 
year.  The  average  number  received  to  the  churchy  by  pro- 
fession, when  no  revival  existed,  was  a  little  over  one  a  year. 
But  notwithstanding  the  few  admisaons  during  the  period 
under  consideration^  the  church,  in  many  respects,  might 
well  be  regarded  as  m  a  healthful  and  prosperous  state.  The 
members  of  it  were  ardently  attached  to  the  fidth  onor 
delivered  unto  the  saints,  and,  under  the  disciiminating^ 
Mthful  and  highl^^  instructive  preaching  of  their  pastor, 
^^  whose  praise  was  m  the  gospel  tnrouj^out  all  the  cuujk^ 
es,"  they  were  nurtured  and  buUt  up  in  the  fidth,  and  dbone 
as  bright  lights  amidst  the  surroundmg  darkness.  No  man, 
perhaps,  understood  church  discipline  better,  or  was  mors 
thorough,  energetic,  and,  at  the  same  time,  discreet  in  its 
administration,  than  Dr.  Harris,  the  first  pastK»r  oi  this 
church  ;  and  it  was  owing  greatly  to  his  influence^  Sustained 
as  he  was  by  a  goodly  number  of  coi^enial  spints  amcMig 
Us  brethren.  Aat  the  church,  as  a  Ijoaj,  was  Kept  so  finee 
from  scandal,  and  mamtainea  so  high  a  (^lunaoter  fer  parity 
aod  good  order. 

The  year  1826  marios  another  memorable  era  in  the  anmais 
of  this  churdi.  A  seasott  of  refreshing  was  then  esperienced 
ftom  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  of  a  ramilar  character  to  that 
enjoyed  thirty  three  yeare  mievious,  an  account  of  which  haa 
already  been  given.  At  the  time  of  the  comftiaio^aient  of 
this  B^al  work  of  ^race,  the  relative  proportiom  of  pn^fes^ 
sors  of  religion  in  this  town  to  the  whole  number  of  immbtt^ 
ants,  was  comparatively  small.  There  were,  indeed,  at  thit 
time,  one  hundred  and  seven  names  standing  upon  tl^  ehorck 
reooids ;  but  a  large  number  of  these  were  restding  out  of 
town.  The  resident  members,  as  near  as  can  be  cakulated^ 
WOTe  about  seventy  six  or  seventy  eight.  This  was  a  dinod- 
nation  in  the  number  of  diaroh  members,  of  somewhat  mora 
than  one  eighth  of  the  whole,  since  the  ingathering  of  tka 
revival  of  1792.  But  the  revival  of  1826  put  a  new  iam 
upon  things.  Long  had  the  ways  of  Zion  n»mmed,  Loi^ 
had  the  brethren  of  this  church,  at  least  a  portion  of  them, 
cried  and  sighed  for  deliverance  from  their  spiritual  captivity* 
And  now  the  hdur  of  jubilee  had  oome.  The  Holy  Spint 
descended,  as  at  the  day  of  Pentecost,  ^^  like  a  radung  mighty 
wtad,"  and  the  glorious  power  and  sovereign  grace  of  G^ 
were  made  manifest,  in  a  most  wonderful  and  oi^rwhelminff 
SMBiner.    The  whole  town  was  again  moved.    This  rerivd 
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resulted  in  the  addition  of  about  eighty  new  membefs  to  ihii 
<^nrch.  We  here  see,  that  one  powernil  revival  of  religion 
may  do  more,  in  a  single  mcor,  for  the  enlargement  of  God** 
people,  than  is  accomplished  during  a  whwe  geiisrtxtionj  is 
ordmary  times,  when  no  such  special  outpourings  of  ihm 
Spirit  are  experienced.  After  the  gathering  in  of  the  sub- 
iects  of  the  revival  of  1826,  there  were  but  two  admisdboa 
W  profession  during  the  remaining  ministrv  of  this  v^iei»- 
bie  man.  It  was  about  four  ^ears  after  mis  mat  revivfd^ 
that  Dr.  Harris  closed  his  ministry  in  this  jpace.  With 
great  diligence  and  fidelity,  as  well  as  with  signal  ability  and 
pleasing  success,  he  had  labored  here  for  about  forty  asm 
years.  During  this  period  he  had  received  into  this  dburch 
\ij  profession  two  hundred  and  thirty  four  persons — on  dm 
average,  between  five  and  six  admissions  annually.  The  infliH 
ence  of  Dr.  Harris'  ministry  was  great  and  good.  As  ont 
has  aptly  expressed  it:  ^' His  influence,  tlmt  still  liveth, 
beautiful  as  a  thread  of  gold,  and  with  the  strength  of  iron 
it  is  interwoven  with  the  whole  character  of  this  people." 

In  the  year  1830,  Dr.  Harris,  worn  down  by  tike  wdght  of 
jeors  and  many  infirmities,  was,  by  his  own  request,  dis* 
missed  from  his  pastoral  charee  :  md  the  same  council  whidk 
dismissed  the  firky  installed  toe  aecondj  ihe  present paMorci 
this  church,  Eev.  John  M.  Putnam,  which  ereost  t^ok  plaoe 
Jvlj  8, 1830.  This  last  act  took  place  with  the  fuU  appn>- 
bation  and  expressed  wishes  of  the  first  pai^r^  aim  thi 
unanimous  voice  of  the  church  and  pec^le. 

In  the  spring  of  1831,  about  e%ht  months  from  i3m  date 
of  the  present  pastor's  settlanent,  this  church  wa«  Vmi  widb 
another  of  those  glorious  outpourings  of  the  Holy  £pjrit^ 
which  cause  such  thrills  of  joy  among  the  heavenly  hoata 
7*he  measure  of  holding  a  protracted  meeting  was  adopted 
with  much  fear  and  tremblmg  on  the  part  ^  the  church,  hst. 
it  should  fail  to  be  attended  with  the  desired  results.  Fot 
weeks  before  its  arrival,  it  was  made  the  sulgect  of  ftp^cbi^ 
anited  and  daily  prayer.    It  was  also  made  to  hdd  a  very 

? eminent  place  m  the  public  services  of  the  sanctuary. — 
he  people  of  Qod  seemed  truly  to  humble  themselvet 
b^K>re  their  heavenly  Father  and  to  feel  deeply  their  unwor- 
^inesB  and  dependence,  and  were  kd  to  fimsd  with  Qod 
with  peculiar  fervor  and  importuaaey,  to  coasia  wd  Ue«i 
tiiem. 

On  the  first  day  of  this  holy  coofacatioa  there  waa  no 
very  visible  effect.  But  on  the  second  day,  Jeho^pah  di4 
indeed  appear  in  his  ^lory.  During  that  memorable  day^ 
scenes  were  acted,  which  no  lapse  of  thne  can  ever  Uotfrom 
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the  memory.  They  will  be  remembered  forever ;  for  their 
record  is  on  high.  After  a  number  of  pungent  and  powerful 
addresses  had  been  listenied  to,  in  which  sinners  were  pressed^ 
1^  the  strongest  motives,  to  immediate  repentance,  tne  pas- 
tor of  this  church  arose,  and  attempted  to  speak  :  but  so 
oppressed  and  overcome  was  he,  by  the  strength  of  his  emo- 
tions, in  view  of  the  awfiil  condition  of  sinners  around  him 
— pressing  on  to  death — that  he  was  utterly  unable  to  pro- 
ceed. He  uttered  a  few  broken  accents,  interrupted  by  sobs 
and  tears ;  and  then,  from  necessity,  ceased,  till  the  deep 
fountains  of  feeling  within,  which  had  been  broken  up,  were 
in  a  measure  assu£^ed.  O,  the  intense  interest  of  that  over- 
whelming moment  1  The  terrors  of  Almighty  QoA  seemed 
to  hang  over  the  assembly,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  hearts, 
even  of  Christians,  were  ready  to  faint  within  them.  The 
moimt  of  Calvary  presented  its  blood-stained  height — 

<<  There  hun^  a  Sarior  bleeding 
For  their  tlna  upon  ihe  tree  !*' 

To  this  Savior  the  eye  of  the  sinner  was  directed.  God  was 
holding  back  his  vengeance  for  a  short  period,  to  a£Fbrd  op- 
portumty  to  those,  on  whom  rested  the  sentence  of  condem- 
nation, to  look  away  to  this  Savior  for  life : — for  it  was  only 
to  "  look  and  live!"  At  this  awfiil  moment  a  decision  was 
called  for.  He  who,  a  few  moments  before,  had  almost  sunk 
down  to  the  earth,  under  the  weight  of  his  agitated  feelings, 
and  who  was  unable  to  proceed  with  his  remarks,  now  gath- 
ered strength  to  say,  "-4K  those  toko  are  resolved  to  give 
tkemsdves  wp  to  Christ  now,  or  who  are  determined  to  make 
the  subject  of  religion  a  subject  qf  immediate  and  special 
attention,  and  desire  the  prayers  of  Christians  in  their  hehaJ/^ 
are  invited  to  remain  after  the  assembly  shall  be  dismissed^ 
and  to  seat  themselves  in  the  central  pews  of  the  house."  ^ 
And  now  followed  a  scene,  such  as  no  one  present  had  ever 
witnessed.  Sinners  were  seen  pressing  into  the  seats  assigned 
them,  in  token  of  their  resolution  to  oe  the  Lord's,  and  of 
their  desire  that,  from  every  Christian's  heart  the  incense  of 
devotion  might  rise  up  before  God  in  their  behalf  Every 
bosom  felt.  Professors  of  religion,  and  heart-stricken  sin- 
ners, sat  down  and  wept  together..  Tears  of  grief,  tears  rf 
penitence,  and  tears  of  joy  were  commingled,  and  poured 
forth  most  freely.  0,  it  was  then  that  every  one  felt  that 
GOD  was  present.  Even  the  infidel,  could  he  have  been  a 
i4>ectator,  would  have  been  compelled  to  exclaim,  surely  the 

*  A  •imilar  invitation  waffivea,  lunally,  in  connection  with  the  hundreds  of  protracted 
Mtetinge  held  from  1890  to  INS. 
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Christian's  GOD  is  here  !  This  revival  resulted  in  the  addi- 
tion of  fifty  members  to  the  church  by  profession. 

In  1836,  the  society  with  which  the  church  is  connected, 
with  entire  concert,  and  delightful  harmony  of  feeling,  built 
a  new  Meeting-house.  During  the  next  ten  years  this 
church  enjoyed  some  precious  seasons  of  refreshing  from  the 
Lord,  thouffh  no  extensive  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  has-been 
realized.  In  1842,  a  revival  was  enjoyed  of  a  limited  extent, 
which  brought  twelve  new  members  into  the  church  in  the 
course  of  a  year. 

The  whole  number  of  admissions  to  this  church  by  profes- 
sion, ^so  far  as  can  be  determined  from  the  church  records.) 
since  its  formation  in  June,  1789,  up  to  June,  1845,  inclua- 
ing  a  period  of  fifty  six  years,  is  three  hundred  and  nineteen; 
two  hundred  and  thirty  four  of  these  were  admitted  during 
the  forty  one  years  ministry  of  the  first  pastor ;  and  eighty 
five  of  them  during  the  first  fifteen  ^ears  ministry  of  the 
present  pastor.  The  average  admissions,  annually,  under 
the  ministrv  of  each  of  the  pastors,  during  the  periods  men- 
tioned, is  tne  same,  viz.;  between  five  and  six — a  remarkable 
coincidence.  At  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent pastor's  ministry,  in  1830,  there  were,  as  near  as  can  be 
ascertained,  one  hundred  and  twenty  four  resident  members 
of  the  church ;  in  1845,  there  were  one  himdred  and  twenty 
six  resident  members,  since  which  time  there  has  been  no 

nt  change  except  in  the  diminution  of  the  church  by 
hs  and  removals.    There  are  now,  (1855,)  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  meiubers.    The  ministerial  support  amounts  to 
f  470.    Contributions  to  benevolent  objects  this  year  $225. 
As  we  contemplate  the  past,  we  see  many  causes  of  thanks- 

glving :  First,  That  this  church,  formed  as  it  was  at  a  time 
hen  great  laxness  and  want  of  discrimination  on  religious 
gubjects  very  extensively  prevailed,  should  have  been  estab- 
lished upon  the  firm  foundation  of  genuine  orthodox  princi- 
ples. Secondly,  That  it  secured,  in  its  first  pastor,  a  spirit- 
ual guide,  whose  moral  and  intellectual  worth  were  so  emi- 
nent ;  and  that  his  life  was  spared  to  them  through  so  long 
a  course  of  years,  giving  opportunity  for  two  genenxtiona  to 
form  their  habits  under  his  influence^  and  receive  the  stamp 
of  his  principles  and  the  impress  of  his  piety.  Thirdly,  That 
God  has,  from  time  to  time,  visited  this  church  with  the  out- 
pourings of  his  Spirit.  Fourthly^  That  this  church  has  been 
graciously  preserved  from  those  divisions  and  fatal  delusions, 
which  have  swept^  like  a  tempest  of  fire,  over  so  many  of  the 
Purest  portions  or  Zion. 
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EPSOM.» 

Eh)8om  was  granted  to  Theodore  Atkinson  imd  othen, 
inhaoitants  of  New  Oafltle,  Eye,  and  Greenfield ;  and  incor- 
|K)rated  May  18, 1727.  The  firet  meeting  dT  the  proprietots 
was  holden  at  the  ferry-house  in  New  Castle,  Nov.  20, 1727. 
The  concerns  of  the  town  were  transacted  hj  the  proprietoni 
in  meetings  holden  at  New  Castle  and  Portsmouth  ontu 
1750.  The  precise  time  when  the  first  settlement  conmiei^- 
oed  cannot  be  ascertained ;  but  there  were,  probably,  several 
families  in  the  town,  sometime  before  its  incorporation. — 
Among  the  first  settlers  were  Chaiies  McCoy  from  London- 
derry ;  William  Blaza,  a  Frenchman ;  Andrew  McClar^from 
Iiondonderry  in  Ireland ;  Samuel  Blake,  and  one  Whitaker. 
In  the  early  days  of  the  town  the  inhabitants  were  in  great 
fear  of  the  invasions  of  the  Indians.  During  the  summer 
Mason  only  the  men  ventured  to  r^nain  in  me  place ;  and 
then  as  they  labored  they  kept  their  arms  bv  them.  In  the 
winter  there  was  less  danger.  At  length  a  nouse  was  erect- 
ed bv  Capt.  Andrew  McClary,  made  proof  i^nst  ih» 
Assaults  of  the  Indians,  being  surrounded  by  a  high  wood«i 
wall,  entered  by  a  heavjr,  weU  secured  gate.  Into  this  the 
inhabrtants  fled  for  ren:^^  at  night,  when  apprehensive  of 
danger. 

In  the  grant  made  to  the  proprietors,  early  provision  was 
made  for  the  establishment  of  rehgious  order  ana  the  inertnuh 
iion  of  the  rising  generation.  Two  of  the  conditions  of  te 
charter  were^  "That  a  house  be  built  for  the  public  wordii^ 
of  Gh)d  within  the  term  of  six  years ;''  and  "  That  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  be  reserved  ior  a  parsonage,  one  hmidred 
acres  for  the  first  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  one  hundred 
acres  for  the  benefit  of  a  school."    A  period  of  thirty  four 

5 ears  elapsed  before  a  minister  was  settled.  Bev.  Joha 
'ucke  was  ordained  in  the  year  1761,  and  dismissed  in  1774 
He  died  while  on  his  way  to  join  the  revdutionair  army,  as 
diaplain.  He  was  a  son  of  Bev.  John  Tudke  of  GoBport^ 
•nd  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  university.  No  recoxds  « 
the  diurch  during  Mr.  Tucke's  ministrv  can  be  found;  tet, 
B8  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  from  other  sources,  the  num* 
her  of  the  church  at  the  close  of  his  ministry  was  about 
twenty.  After  Mr.  Tucke's  dismissal  and  after  the  lapse  ef 
five  years,  Mr.  Benjamin  Thurston  received  a  call  by  tlie 
diurch  and  town  to  settle  as  their  minister,  but  he  reliisad 
their  offers.    In  1784,  Bev.  Ebenezer  Hazeltioe  reoein^  m 

*  Sketch  by  Rer.  R  A.  Patnam,  fonner  putor. 
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oall  and  was  ordained  iheir  jpa0tor.    Mr.  Hazeltine  was  kmi 
at  Mediuen,  Ms.,  Oct.  28, 1755 ;  entered  Dartmouth  college, 
in  1773 ;  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  by  the  Grafton 
Presbytery  July  24, 1779 ;  and  was  settled  in  the  work  of 
the  ministry  in  Epsom,  Jan.  21, 1784.    Bev.  Isaac  Smilii 
cf  Oilmanton,  who  preached  his  Mineral  sermon,  among  oth- 
fir  things,  says  of  him — ^^He  was  sound  in  the  fiedth.    The 
BiUe  was  the  man  of  his  counsel    His  discourses  were  cor- 
rect, substantial,  instructive  and  evangelical.    He  was  him- 
Mi£  a  bright  example  of  those  moral  and  religious  duties 
^wfaich  he  incnlcatea  on  others."    He  was  called  from  bis 
labors  by  deatii,  Nov.  10, 1813,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age, 
jttid  30th  of  bis  ministry. 

About  one  year  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Hazeltine,  Bev. 
Jonathan  Curtis  was  invited  by  the  diurch  to  become  their 
pastor ;  but  the  town  refiised  to  concur.    A  religious  society 
was  Uien  organized  and  that  concurred  in  tlus  action  of  the 
church,    lu.  Curtis  was  ordained  Feb.  22,  1815.    At  his 
settlement  the  church  consisted  of  about  50  members.    In 
one  year  after  this,  six  were  added  to  the  church  ^  the  next 
year  11 ;  and  in  1817, 16  were  added.    About  this  time  the 
MtenticMi  g£  many  in  an  unusual  degree  was  awakened  by 
4he  spirit  of  God.    Hudi  anxiety  was  manifested,  but  noth- 
ing like  enthusiasm  or  tumult  was  exhibited.    6o  extensive- 
ly were  the  Divine  influences  experienced  that  in  1818  the 
cnmicb  was  increased  by  47  additums ;  29  at  one  time  sol- 
emnly covenanting  with  God  and  his  people.    For  several 
jeara  after  that  revival  more  or  less  were  admitted  to  the 
.churdi  every  year.    Bev.  Mr.  Curtis  closed  his  pastoral  rela- 
tion with  me  churdi  Jan.  1, 1825.  having  sustained  that 
^relation  nearly  ten  years.    During  tne  year  ending  the  first 
^May  1826,  Bev.  A.  Smidi  was  employed  as  stated  supply, 
.reapectin^  whose  labors  the  Congregational  society  passed  a 
vote  of  hi^  oHnm^dation.    In  the  year  1827  Bev.  C.  Bur- 
bank  was  emnloyed  to  preach  a  portion  of  the  time. 

In  Oct.  1827  the  diurch  and  society  gave  Bev.  John  M. 
Putnam  a  call  to  settle  with  them  in  the  gomel  ministry. — 
This  call  he  acc^>ted,  and  was  install^  November  1st, 
ihe  same  year.  Mr.  Putnam  was  bom  in  Sutton,  Ms.,  Feb. 
26,  1794.  At  the  time  of  his  settlement  the  church  oonsist- 
:ad  of  about  110  members.  During  his  ministry  with  them 
17  were  added  to  the  chuioh.  About  the  first  <^  May  1830, 
lie  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  having  labored  among 
(them  two  and  a  half  years.  Until  tne  first  of  April  1831. 
^e  dajuroh  were  without  reguliu*  preaching.  Bev.  Abei 
lltflTiTiiiig  was  then  oigaged  as  a  stated  supply,  and  contin- 
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ned  with  them  two  years,  and  received  29  personB  into  the 
church.  The  churcn  was  then  left  destitute  for  the  most 
part  for  more  than  a  year. 

In  the  autmnn  of  1834  the  Deerfield  Association  held 
protracted  meetings  in  all  the  churches  embraced  within 
their  bounds.  The  meetings  commenced  the  fourth  week  in 
August  at  Deerfield,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  week 
in  which  the  Greneral  Association  of  the  State  was  holden, 
continued  week  after  week  in  the  churches  according  to 
their  vicinity  with  each  other,  for  eleven  weeks,  and  ended 
on  the  second  week  in  November  at  Meredith  Bridge.  All 
these  meetings,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  were  attended 
with  delightfm  and  powerful  revivals  of  religion.  Epsom 
had  no  minister ;  ana  it  was  doubted  whether  it  were  expe- 
dient to  hold  a  meeting  within  the  town  under  such  circum- 
stances. But  the  Association  had  not  the  heart  to  pass  them 
by.  The  meeting  was  holden,  and  a  glorious  and  blessed 
revival  was  the  result.  The  church  were  urged  to  employ  a 
minister  without  delay.     They  were  supplied  by  different 

Srsons,  among  whom  were  Dr.  Harris  of  Dunbarton,  Rev. 
r.  Shepherd,  and  Rev.  Preserved  Smith,  till  Feb.  8,  1835, 
when  Rev.  Francis  P.  Smith  was  employed.  He  continued 
with  them  nearlv  two  years.  As  the  result  of  the  protract- 
ed meeting  and  nis  lal)ors,  34  were  admitt^  to  the  church. 

Jan.  1,  1837,  Rev.  Winthroj)  Fifield  began  to  preach  here. 
The  church  and  societjr  gave  him  a  call,  and,  May  10,  18^. 
he  was  ordained  as  their  pastor.  The  church  now  embraced 
111  members.  There  were  seasons,  during  his  pastorate, 
when  the  Divine  influence  was  more  or  less  fully  manifest^ 
and  Christians  were  revived  and  sinners  converted.  At  one 
time— May  27, 1838 — 30  persons,  one  only  by  letter,  united 
with  this  people.  Mr.  I^ifield's  ministry  continued  nine 
years  and  a  half,  during  which  49  united  with  the  church, 
in  the  spring  of  1846  he  was  regularly  dismissed. 

On  the  19th  of  September  1846,  Rev.  Rufus  A.  Putnam 
commenced  preaching  here,  and,  March  21, 1847,  the  church 
gave  him  a  call  to  settle  with  them  as  their  pastor;  in 
which  the  Congre^tional  society  concurred.  To  this  call 
he  gave  an  affirmative  answer.  He  was  regularly  instaltod. 
May  5,  1847.  At  this  time  there  were  109  members  in  the 
church ;  36  males  and  73  females.  He  was  pastor  of  the 
church  for  five  vears.  During  this  time  six  were  added  to 
the  church.  There  had  been  but  few  additions  for  several 
years.  A  time  of  dearth  and  spiritual  sloth  had  rested  on 
the  churches.  At  his  own  request  Mr.  Putnam  was  dis- 
missed by  an  ecclesiastical  council  May  3, 1852.    He 
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born  in  Sutton,  Ms.  Not.  18, 1791,  and  graduated  at  Har- 
i^rd  in  the  class  of«  1822. 

During  the  years  of  1852  and  '53,  Rev.  M.  B.  Anrier  and 
Rev.  C.  0.  Durrin  preached  a  part  of  the  time  to  this  peo- 
ple. The  Rev.  Kums  A.  Putnam  was  again  employed  for 
one  year ;  which  closed  August  1,  1854.  During  this  year 
seven  united  with  the  church ;  six  by  profession  and  one  by 
letter.  Rev.  E.  H.  Blanchard  was  engaged  as  stated  supply 
for  one  year,  which  closed  the  third  Sabbath  in  August 
1855.  This  year  four  were  added  to  the  church ;  one  by 
profession  and  three  by  letter.  The  present  number  of  the 
church  is  about  100.  Records  of  the  ori^al  organization 
of  the  church  and  of  the  times  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tucke,  the  first 
minister,  cannot  be  found ;  probably  do  not  exist.  It  is 
impossible,  therefore,  to  make  out  any  very  accurate  statis- 
tics, and  we  do  not  attempt  it. 


*  FI8HERV1LLE. 

This  place  is  situated  in  the  northwest  part  of  Concord, 
and  includes  some  part  of  Boscawen.  It  is  growing  in  pop- 
ulation and  influence.  Many  fa^lilie8  here  cannot  well  reach 
houses  of  worship  away  from  this  neighborhood. 

With  the  utmost  good  feeling  a  church  was  organized 
here  Nov.  6,  1850.  Two  small  churches  had  before  existed, 
one  in  Boscawen  and  one  in  Concord*  Their  members  came 
into  this  new  church.  It  consisted  at  first  of  66  members. 
Quite  a  number  came  from  the  West  Church  in  Concord. — 
The  additions  to  the  church  have  been,  by  profession,  six ; 
by  letter,  11 ;  removals,  by  death  six,  by  dismission  10. — 
iSince  the  union  of  the  two  churches,  this  church  has  had  no 
settled  minister,  but  a  constant  supply.  For  the  last  fifteen 
months  the  pulpit  has  been  suppbed  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Cross,  a 
licentiate,  whose  labors  ha^  been  secured  for  the  coming 
year.  Meeting  on  the  Sabbath  are  well  attended;  the 
Sabbath  School  is  in  a  flourishing  condition ;  the  congrega- 
tion fevors  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  day. 


FRANKLIN. 

Rer.  William  T.  Sataok. 

The  Congr^tional  church  in  Franklin  is  one  of  the 
youBgor  members  of  the  sisterhood  of  churches  which  have 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


SS6  MERRIMACK  OQUHTY. 

existed  coeval  with  tiie  first  settleineiit  cf  tbe  State.  Tim 
town  in  which  it  is  located  was  incorporated  in  the  ye«r 
1828,  and  was  made  to  include  territory  taken  from  four 
comers  of  the  towns  of  Salisbury,  Andover,  Sanbomton,  and 
iNorthfield.  Previous  to  the  date  mentioned,  the  religioos 
interest  existing  on  this  territory,  was,  for  the  most  part, 
attracted  to  religious  centers  long  established  in  those  cddcr 
places,  and  the  various  &milies,  following  tiieir  particite 
affinities  and  consulting  their  convenience,  repaired  to  them 
places  to  enjoy  the  pubuc  worship  of  God. 

In  procesis  of  time,  however,  tnis  territory  became  itself  a 
center  of  business  operations  and  of  influence,  and  secuiti 
distinct  municipal,  religious  and  educational  institutions, 
tiirou&:h  which  to  aevelop  its  powers  and  manifest  its  cmn 
pecuhar  life;  so  that  henceforth,  the  agricultural  villaf^ 
where  were  developed  the  intellectual  powers  of  a  Webster; 
the  mercantile  and  industrial  village,  not  far  distant,  on 
the  Pemigewasset ;  and  the  manufacturing  force  and  popu- 
lation, near  the  confluence  of  the  Winnipiseogee  with  the 
Merrimack,  were  all  united  and  concentrated  in  one  town ; 
and  that  a  town  destined,  without  doubt,  from  the  remark- 
able manufecturing  power  yet  unapplied,  to  exhibit  an  im- 
portant future. 

From  these  statements,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  church  m 
Franklin,  unlike  manv  others,  has  its  main  interest  in  its 
outlook  towards  the  mture,  rather  than  towards  the  past ; 
and  that  the  work  of  its  historian  is  brief.  The  outlme 
&cts  of  its  life  are  these : 

It  was  organized,  and  its  articles  of  faith  and  covenant 
adopted,  June  11, 1822.  At  that  time,  it  included  fourteen 
members ;  five  of  whom  united  with  it  on  profession  of  their 
faith  in  Christ.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Wood,  of  Boscawen  Eart, 
Rev.  Thomas  Worcester,  of  Salisbury,  and  Jlev.  Ebeneser 
Price,  of  Bo8caw.en  West,  officiated  at  its  oiganization,  anl 
the  Rev.  Abraham  Bodwell,  of  Sanbomton,  was  appointed, 
by  the  church,  its  first  moderator.  It  was  under  the  foster- 
ing care  and  counsel  of  these  respected  mep,  with  the  bl^vi- 
ing  of  heaven,  that  the  church  ootained  its  first  start  in  tihe 
career  of  life. 

It  appears  to  have  had  the  services  of  several  ministers  of 
the  ffospel,  for  short  periods,  down  to  November  1828,  finom 
which  time,  the  list  of  its  ministers  is  as  follows :  Joseph 
Lane  was  acting  pustor  from  Nov.  16, 1828,  to  Feb.  20, 
1831;  Benjamin  r.  Stone  was  ordained  pastor  May  26, 
1631,  and  dismssed  Mav2, 1832;  Daniel  P.  Tappaa  was 
acting  pastor  fitm  July  8, 1^32,  to  Aug.  11, 1833 ;  SaflMiel 
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Hichols  W9B  acting  paator  from  Jan.  26, 1834,  to  May  L 
1837;  Isaac  Knight  was  installed  pastor  Sept.  27, 1837,  and 
dismissed  Dec.  21, 1848 ;  William  T.  Savage  was  installed 
pastor  Sept.  4, 1849^  and  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  basis  of  doctrine,  on  which  this  chnrch  has  stood  from 
ihe  first,  is  that  which  is  distinctiyely  known  as  the  ^'  Ortho- 
dox Congregational ;"  holding  the  tiible  as  the  only  role  of 
its  belief  and  the  perfect  guide  of  its  conduct.  Under  the 
ministry  of  Messrs.  Stone  and  Tappan,  it  passed  throu^ 
afflictions  of  a  marked  character,  but  through  the  grace  of 
God,  power  was  granted  its  officers  and  members  to  hold  fast 
their  confidence  m  the  Divine  nature  and  sufficient  atone* 
ment  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  has  steadily  advanced  in 
numbers  and  strength  to  the  present  time.  Occasionally  it 
has  experienced  seasons  of  special  spiritual  refreshment  and 
progress,  when  numbers  have  been  enrollied  among  its  mem- 
ber^ip,  and  the  strength  and  beauty  of  the  Lord  have  rested 
upon  it.  The  present  number  of  its  members  is  105.  Its 
sphere  of  influence  is  wide  and  increasingly  important.  It 
bears  testimony,  at  'Hhe  meeting  of  the  waters"  forming 
tiie  Merrimack  river,  that  the  Puritan  faith  and  forms  of 
worship  still  live,  and,  to  hopeless  wanderers  from  God,  it 
holds  out  the  torch  that  illumines  the  way  to  heaven.  Thus 
may  it  do,  ever. 


HENNIKER. 

ReT.  J.  M.  B.  Eato*. 

The  character  of  the  eariy  settlers  was  generallv  good. — 
ttTiey  came  mostly  from  Massachusetts,  many  of  them  from 
Westbury,  Grafton  and  vicinity.  One  of  the  votes,  at  the 
first  town  meeting  of  which  we  have  the  records,  is,  ^^ihat 
the  inhabitants  accepted  Mr.  Jacob  Bice  as  their  gospel  min- 
ister, agreeing  to  pay  him  £  30  as  a  settlement,  and  £  30  a 
year  as  salary,  for  fi>ur  years,  and  then  to  increase  it  to  35, 
40,  50,  £0,  £66, 13s,  4d,  as  the  population  mcreased.  The 
last  named  sum  was  to  be  the  regular  saktir  when  it  reached 
that  point.''  The  church  was  organized  June  7, 1769,  and 
Mr.  Bice  became  its  paertor.  It  consisted  of  nine  male  mam^ 
hen.  Mr.  Bice's  health  soon  fidled,  so  that  the  people  were 
without  preaching  a  part  of  the  time.  He  was  finally  dis- 
missed i^ruary  1782,  but  applied  the  pulpit  occasionally 
for  twenty  years  afterwards,  while  the  churdi  was  destitute 
of  a  pastor.    During  thk  time  a  nusdjer  cf  candidates 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


388  MBBBIMACK  COUNTT. 

preached,  but  the  people  were  not  united  in  them.  Daring 
the  first  thirty  three  years  of  the  church,  so  far  as  is  known, 
65  persons  were  connected  with  it.  Mr.  Bice  was  a  native 
of  ^orthborough,  Ms.,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  coll^;e. — 
Not  long  after  nis  dismission  he  removed  to  Broomfield,  Me., 
where  he  continued  to  live  about  twenty  years.  He  preach- 
ed while  there  about  as  frequently  as  he  had  done  for  twen- 
ty years  and  more  in  Hennilcer.  In  1823,  at  the  age  of  84, 
he  walked  to  Fryeburg,  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  to  be  pres- 
ent at  an  ordination.  He  walked  up  in  the  morning  before 
the  services.  He  died  the  next  February,  at  Broomfield,  in 
the  85th  year  of  his  life. 

Eev.  Moses  Sawyer,  a  native  of  Salisbury,  N.  H.,  a  grad- 
uatl  of  Dartmouth  college,  preached  in  the  town's  Meeting- 
house during  some  montns  m  the  year  1801.    Some  special 
interest  was  manifested  on  the  subject  of  religion.    Elffort 
was  made  by  the  church  to  settle  Mr.  Sawver,  but  the  town 
opposed  it,  as  they  had  in  the  case  of  others  to  whom  the 
church  had  given  a  call,  for  many  years.    The  church 
became  satisfied  that  they  could  not  settle  a  faithftil  minis- 
ter in  connection  with  the  town,  gave  up  their  connection 
with  it,  and  organized  a  Calvinistic  society.    The  town  first 
gave  Mr.  Sawyer  a  call  to  settle  over  them,  but  an  opposi- 
tion was  raised,  another  town  meeting  called,  and  the  oppo- 
sition was  so  strong  that  they  re-considered  the  vote.     Ipa- 
mediately,  on  the  spot,  the  house  was  divided,  and  the 
evangelical  portion  decided  to  organize  and  settle  Mr.  Saw- 
yer.   His  ordination  took  place  May  26^  1802,  in  a  bam, 
where  he  preached  for  some  length  of  time.    Mr.  Sawyer 
was  dismissed  March  29,  1826.    During  his  ministi^  indi- 
viduals were  received  to  the  church  every  year,  with  the 
exception  of  three.    He  admitted  114  persons.    Nine  were 
received  in  1802,  13  in  1803,  12  in  1810,  26  in  1816,  and 
16  in  1824.    From  these  items  it  is  probable  that  the 
church  was  revived  quite  frequently  under  Mr.  Sawyer's 
ministry.    He  was  hopefully  converted  at  the  age  of  17 — 
delivered  the  Philosophical  Oration  at  Dartmouth,  when  he 
graduated — studied  theology  with  Dr.  Burton  of  Thetford. 
^^The  harmony  that  existed  between  Mr.  Sawyer  and  his 
people''  here  ^'was  remarkable  for  a  period  of  aliout  twenty 
four  years.    He  was  a  laborious  student,  idways  bringing 
beaten  oil  into  the  sanctuary.    He  aimed  to  explain  to  the 
people  the  great  doctrines  of  the  gospel.    He  lived  and 
acted,  and  prayed  and  preached^  apparently  with  the  sacred- 
ness  of  his  office  in  view,  and  with  an  ardent  love  of  souls  in 
bis  heart.    It  was  never  said  that,  in  all  his  intercourse  with 
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his  people,  he  ever  uttered  a  saying  or  did  an  act  that  had 
a  tendency  to  bring  reproach  on  the  ministry.  He  was  fear^ 
less  in  his  defence  of  the  truth,  and  yet  all  his  conduct  was 
mark^  with  prudence.  The  cause  of  Gtod  prospered  under 
his  ministry.''  His  dismission  from  this  place  gave  his  ner- 
vous system  a  shock  from  which  he  never  recovered.  He 
was  installed  twice  after  leaving  here,  once  at  Scarborough, 
Me.,  and  once  at  Gloucester,  and  he  supplied  the  pulpit 
at  Saugus,  Ms.,  six  years,  when  he  retired  from  a  work  to 
which  he  was  much  attached,  and  to  which  he  had  long  been 
devoted.  This  was  in  1842.  He  was  in  the  ministry  forty 
years.    He  was  descended  from  pious  ancestors. 

Rev.  Jacob  Scales,  a  native  of  Freeport,  Me.,  and  gradu- 
ate of  Dartmouth  college,  was  installed  Jan.  17,  1827,  and 
dismissed  March  1,  1839.  Mr.  Scales  received  224  individ- 
uals to  the  church,  10  in  1830,  57  in  1831,  36  in  1832,  14 
in  1833, 12  in  1834,  47  in  1835, 11  in  1836,  and  27  in  1838. 
No  year  passed  without  some  additions.  Protracted  meet- 
ings were  held  durinjj  Mr.  Scales'  ministry  here.  The  church 
was  visited  by  committees.  Mr.  Scales  was  a  very  laborious 
and  successful  pastor. 

Rev.  Eaton  B,  Foster  was  settled  as  pastor  of  this  church 
Aug.  18,  1841,  and  was  dismissed  Jan.  7, 1847.  Thirty 
one  individuals  were  received  to  the  church  during  this 
period.  Fifteen  of  these  were  received  in  1843,  and  eight 
m  1844  The  church  was  visited  by  a  committee  in  '42, 
and  a  series  of  special  religious  meetings  was  holden  in  '43. 
Undoubtedly  these  means  had  an  important  bearin|r  upon 
the  church's  prosperitv.  Rev.  Richard  T.  Searle  was  install- 
ed as  pastor  of  the  church  Pec.  1,  1847,  and  was  dismissed 
March  20,  1850.  Seven  individuals  joined  the  church  dur- 
ing this  time.    Mr.  Searle  graduated  at  Union  collie. 

Rev.  J.  M.  R.  Eaton  was  installed  Feb.  26,  1851,  gradu- 
ated at  Amherst  colleffe  1841,  native  of  Fitchburg,  Ms. — 
twelve  have  united  with  the  church.  There  has  been  within 
the  past  year  more  than  usual  religious  interest,  several 
young  men  have  become  hopefully  pious.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  describe  satisfactorily  the  causes  of  the  dismis- 
sion of  the  former  pastors  of  the  church.  The  consequences 
have,  in  some  cases,  been  bad.  The  people  have  never  pro- 
vided a  parsonage.  In  the  early  history  of  the  church  there 
was  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  in  part,  but  long 
since  it  was  divided  among  different  denominations  and  has 
disappeared.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  early  set- 
tlers made  considerable  sacrifices  for  the  support  of  the  gospeL 
The  church  has  been  distinguished  for  benevolence.    It  is  not 
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a  wealthy  Siurch.  While  ther  pay  a  salary  of  only  f  500^ 
Aey  contribute  from  $500  to  $  600  for  benevolent  pnrpoaea 
During  the  last  year  an  aged  member  of  the  church  nas  gra* 
to  his  rest,  who  contribute  more  to  benevolent  objects  thui 
men  of  his  means  a^  accustomed  to  do.  The  average  attend- 
ance on  public  worship  is  not  far  from  250.  About  375  aio 
connected  with  the  parish  in  some  wa^,  or  somewhat  less 
than  one  quarter  of  the  whole  population.  Whole  number 
of  church  members  from  the  beginning,  451.  Present  num- 
ber, 170.  The  number  of  ckdldren  baptized  on  the  &ith  d 
parents  in  16  years,  is  about  200.  Mr.  Scales  bilptized  most 
of  these,  and  many  of  them  by  families,  when  the  parents 
became  members  of  the  church.  Under  date  of  Feb.  24th, 
1839,  he  makes  an  entry  upon  the  church  records,  in  which 
he  states  that  there  are  four  children  of  one  sister  *  in  tlM 
diurch  whose  husband  refuses  to  have  them  baptized  ;  and 
also  that  there  are  four  other  children  whose  four  mothers  ave 
members  of  the  churchy  but  whose  fathers  are  not.  "  Besides 
these,''  says  he,  ^^  I  beheve  there  is  no  child  of  any  member 
of  the  church,  who  is  six  months  old,  and  has  not  been  bap- 
tized.'' One,  at  least,  of  these  was  baptized  afterwards. — 
The  neglect  of  infant  baptism  and  of  family  worship  is 
scarcely  known  among  us.  Seven  members  of  the  chuidi 
have  been  licensed  to  preach.  One  of  these  is  a  missionaiy 
at  Satara.  One  other  is  a  member  of  Dartmouth  college, 
preparing  for  the  ministry.  Revivals  have  generally  b^ft 
oonnect^  with  special  means,  such  as  protracted  meetings^ 
visiting  by  appointed  committees  chosen  from  this  and  from 
neighboring  churches.  At  least  this  seems  to  be  true  for 
twenty  five  years  past.  It  is  thought  that  church  membeis 
are  more  active  than  they  were  forty  years  ago.  There  m 
not  so  much  open  wickedness,  by  &r,  among  adults  now  at 
tiien.  At  that  time,  there  was  a  vast  amount  of  intemper- 
perance,  open  opposition  to  truth  and  righteousness,  and 
Masphemous  conversation.  At  present  there  is  a  sad  devel- 
opment of  depravity  among  the  young,  in  obscene  and  pro- 
ra&e  language. 

'^  The  year  after  the  church  was  gathered,  a  Meeting-bouM 
30  feet  long  and  20  feet  wide  was  Duilt  of  logs^  without  the 
use  of  a  smoothing  plane,  and  without  glass  windows.  For 
t«i  successive  years  it  was  occupied  for  religious  worship  and 
Other  purposes ;  then  it  was  burnt  and  the  church  and  pee^ 

ee  left  without  a  sanctuary  six  or  seven  years.  The  <dd 
eeting-house  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  was  built  bf 
the  town  in  the  year  1786,  and  occupied  by  the  church  mL 
people  in  peace  till  1802,  and  then  the  doors  were  doead 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


KOPKIKTON.  •  ^1 

against  ihe  chufch  and  the  miDister  of  tkeir  dioice.  After 
laaofting  for  many  months  to  bams  and  private  houses  to 
hear  the  word  of  God^  another  house  was  erected,  and  occu- 
|iied  by  the  churdi,  and  all  who  chose  to  assemble  with  them, 
tin  Aug.  23,  1833,  when  it  was  burnt  with  all  its  contents. 
The  church  bein^  left  afeurth  time  within  64  years  without 
a  place  of  worship,  set  themselves  by  prayer  and  volimtary 
mort  to  lay  a  new  foundation  and  erect  another  house; 
which  was  dedicated  Aug.  27, 1834."  Our  town  has  suffered 
ifiKnensely  by  investing  money  in  railroads,  and  the  religious 
oammunity  have  shared  largely  in  the  loss. 

The  Calvinistic  Baptkt  church  in  this  place  was  organized 
ia  1830  as  a  branch  ot  the  Bradford  church,  and  became  in- 
dependent of  that  in  about  three  years.  They  have  had  no 
preaching  for  a  number  of  years  past.  Present  number  of 
members,  43.    The  Meliiodist  Episcopal  church  numbers  100. 


HOOKSETT. 

This  is  a  comparatively  new  town,  having  a  distinct  his* 
tary  only  &om  its  incorporation  in  1822.  A  Congregational 
cmrch  was  formed  here  in  1828  of  seven  members.  In 
184&.  with  great  self  denial^  they  built  a  Meeting-house  cost* 
i^  9 1500,  of  which  they  raised  9 1200  while  they  were 
Inulding  and  had  but  fourteen  members  in  the  church.  The 
<Aurch  has  never  enjoyed  tLpermanefU  ministry.  Quite  early 
Ber.  Mr.  Boyter  was  here.  He  was  followed  in  1836  by 
Bev.  H.  Moore,  in  '37  Iw;  Rev.  W.  C.  Gre^eaf,  and  in  ^38 
by  Rev.  S.  E.  Jewett.  in  1846  Bev.  James  W.  Perkins  was 
fere,  followed  by  Rev.  John  Lawrence  the  next  year.  Rev. 
J.  W.  Tarlton  was  employed  in  1863,  and  Rev.  William  A, 
I'obes  in  1854.    The  canirch  now  numbers  36  mettbers. 


HOPKINTON. 

Bet.  U.  B.  AifoiBB. 


In  answer  to  the  petitioners  for  a  gmnt  of  this  town,  the 
oimmittee  of  the  ^*  Oteat  and  General  Court"  of  Massachu- 
BMi»  recommended  thai  the  petition  be  granted  on  certida 
conditions,  among  which  is  this :  ^  that  the  grantees  do, 
within  the  sfMU^  of  three  years  from  the  tificie  of  their  being 
*iiiaitted,  buikl  ttd  ftnini  a  oonvenienl  Meetii^-house  lor 
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the  public  worship  of  God,  and  settle  a  learned  orthodox 
minister."  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  after  their 
petition  was  wanted,  it  was  voted,  ^'  that  when  ten  &miiie8 
are  settled,  the  nroprietors  will  maintain  preaching."  In 
the  church  rocoras  is  the  following  entry  :  "  the  settlement 
of  this  town  or  plantation,  was  begun  before  the  war,  which 
begun  about  the  jear  1744,  but  by  that  war  was  entirely 
broken  up."    This  was  the  old  "  French  war." 

Nov.  23,  1757,  a  church  of  ten  members  was  ^thered, 
and  Mr.  James  Scales  was  ordained  the  same  day.  No  house 
of  worship  had  been  erected,  and  the  ordination  was  solem- 
nized in  Putney's  Fort,  (so  called,)  and  "the  numerous 
spectators  attended  the  solemnity  abroad  in  the  open  air,  the 
weather  being  very  warm,  calm  and  pleasant  for  the  season." 
Mr.  Scales  graduated  at  Harvard  college,  1733.  He  was 
dismis8(^  July  4,  1770.  During  his  ministry  92  persons 
were  admitted  to  the  church  ;  45  of  them  on  profession. 
A  few  were  probably  admitted  on  the  "halfway  covenant." 
Mr.  Elijah  Fletcher,  a  native  of  Westford,  Ms.  and  graduate 
of  Harvard  college,  1769,  was  ordained  Jan.  27, 1773,  and 
died  April  8,  1786.  During  his  ministry  of  about  thirte^i 
years,  42  were  received  to  the  church  ;  12  of  them  by  pro- 
fession. Mr.  Jacob  Cram  a  native  of  Hampton  Falls,  and 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  college  1782,  was  ordained  Feb. 
25, 1789,  and  dismissed  Jan.  6, 1792.  On  Thursday  mom- 
ing  Feb.  5, 1789.  the  Meeting-house  was  consumed  by  fijne 
purposely  set.  Mr.  Cram's  ordination  was  solemnized  on  a 
stage  erected  contiguous  to  the  front  of  the  dwelling  house 
of  Benjamin  Wi^n,  Esq.,  now,  (1855,)  occupied  by  Mr. 
S.  B.  Sai^nt.  During  Mr.  Cram's  ministry,  33  persons 
were  received  to  the  church,  26  of  them  by  profession.  Dur- 
ing the  time  in  which  there  was  no  Meeting-house,  public 
worship  was  held  in  the  bam  of  Benjamin  Wiggin,  Esq. 
After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Cram,  the  church  was  destitute 
of  a  pastor  more  than  eight  years.  During  that  period,  an 
interesting  revival  »ras  enjoyed,  as  the  fruit  of  which  38  were 
received  to  the  church  by  profession.  While  the  church  were 
destitute  of  a  pastor,  sad  divisions  arose,  and  another  churdi 
was  organized.  At  length,  through  the  mediation  of  minis- 
ters called  for  that  purpose,  the  divisions  were  healed.  The 
Bev.  Dr.  Harris  of  Dunbftrton,  who  had  been  repeatedly 
called  for  the  removal  of  these  di£Sculties,  remark^  to  a 
minister  settled  over  the  church  many  years  after,  that  .he 
^^saw  the  individuals  who  had  been  alienated  from  eaeb 
other,  meUed  doum  into  one  body." 

Bev.  Ethan  Smith,  a  native  of  South  Hadley,  Ms.,  and  a 
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ffiactoaAe  of  Dartmouth  179(X  was  installed  Mareh  11, 1800 ; 
oiBmissed  Dec.  16, 1817.  Mr.  Smith  was  the  author  of  sev- 
eral woribi.  His  "View  of  the  Trinity*'  was  a  valuable 
addition  to  theological  literature.  Mr.  Smith's  ministry  wag 
eminently  us^iil.  In  1811,  a  more  extensive  revival  was 
enjoyed  than  had  probably  been  witnessed  fiom  the  settle- 
ment of  the  town — 192  persons  bjr  profession  and  letter  were 
admitted  to  the  church  during  his  ministry.  Mr.  Roger  C. 
Hatch,  a  native  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  a  graduate  of 
Yale  1815,  was  ordained  Oct.  21,  1818,  and  dismissed  Jime 
26^  1832.  Several  seasons  of  special  religious  interest  were 
enjoyed  during  his  ministry.  The  whole  number  admitted 
to  the  churcl^  m  the  14  years  of  his  pastorate,  was  147. 

Bev.  Moses  Kimball,  a  native  of  the  town,  and  graduate 
of  Dartmouth  1826,  and  of  the  theolo^cal  seminary  at  An- 
dover  1830,  was  installed  May  7, 1834,  and  dismissed  July 
15,  1846.  During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Kimball  four  seasons* 
of  special  religious  interest  were  enjoyed.  There  were  added 
to  the  church  179 ;  of  these  116  were  by  profession.  Rev. 
Edwin  Jennison,  a  native  of  Walpole,  and  graduate  of  Dart- 
mouth, 1827,  and  of  the  theological  seminary  at  Andover 
1830,  was  installed  June  6, 1847,  and  dismiss^,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  Sept.  5, 1849.  Mr.  Christopher  M.  Cordley,  a 
native  of  Oxford,  England,  and  mraduat^  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve collie,  Ohio,  1844,  and  of  the  theological  seminary  at 
Andover  1847,  was  ordained  Sept.  5, 1849^  and  dismissed 
F«b.  4, 1852.  A  season  of  considerable  religious  interest  was 
enjoyed  during  his  ministry.  ^ 

Mr.  Marshall  B.  Angier,  a  native  of  Southborough,  Ms., 
and  a  graduate  of  Yale  1844,  and  of  the  Union  theolojpcal 
seminary^  N.  Y.,  1849,  was  ordained  June  8, 1853.  Of  the 
nine  ministers  who  have  been  settled  over  this  church,  but 
one  has  died  while  in  office  here.-  Five  of  the  number  are 
now  living.  There  are  about  200  members  in  the  church  at 
thia  time.  Fourteen  persons  have  filled  the  office  of  deacon. 
One  of  these  left  the  place,  and  eleven  have  deceased.  The 
society  have  a  neat  and  convenient  house  of  worship,  and  a 
vestry  for  the  accommodation  of  social  religious  meetings. 


LOUDON. 

FiBST  Cbukch.— IUt.  Jairu«  Obdwat. 


In  January  1773,  the  parish  of  Loudon  was  set  off  from 
the  town  of  uanterburv.    At  its  first  town  meeting,  held  at 
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the  private  house  of  Abraham  Bacfaelder,  in  the  foUowing 
March,  it  was  voted  to  raise  fifty  dollars  for  the  support  S 
the  gospel  in  Loudon  the  ensuing  ]^r ;  also,  to  fall  twenty 
acres  of  trees  on  the  parsona^,  wmch  was  located  near  the 
center  of  the  town,  where  uie  first  Meeting-house  that  was 
built  now  stands.  From  this  time  until  the  settlement  of  a 
minister  in  1789,  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
were  raised  annually  for  the  su])port  of  the  gospel ;  and 
preaching  was  most  of  the  time  enjoyed.  Various  ministers 
served,  by  the  year,  and  for  shorter  periods  of  time,  there 
being  frequent  intervals  of  destitution. 

In  1778  arrangements  were  made  for  building  a  Meeting- 
house, to  be  located  on  the  reserved  school  lot  adjoining  the 
parsonage.  It  was  forty  four  feet  by  fiftv  eight,  with  Quer- 
ies, and  end  porches  for  stair-flights.  Forty  five  thousand 
dollars  of  the  depreciated  continental  bills  were  raised,  to 
defiray  the  expenses  of  building.  A  barrel  of  rum  was  pur- 
diased  for  the  raising,  and  a  great  supper  provided  for  the 
mass.  The  frame  was  raised  in  1779,  and  walled  in  the 
succeeding  year ;  the  tax-payers  receiving  the  pew  privileges 
and  buildup  their  own  pews  respectively,  at  private  expense. 
In  1783  an  acre  and  a  half  of  the  parsona^  ground  was 
walled  in  for  a  cemetery ;  another  half  acre  being  reserved 
for  future  inclosure. 

Efforts  were  made  from  time  to  time  to  open  the  way  for 
the  settlement  of  a  minister,  by  a  few  weeks  or  months 
employment  of  some  one  on  probation.  The  second  call 
was  extended  to  Mr.  JTedediah  Tucker  in  1789,  who  was 
then  ordained  as  the  minister  of  the  parish,  having  the  whole 
township  of  Loudon  as  his  charge.  He  received  thirty  acres 
of  land  adjoining  the  parsonage  as  a  settlement — the  use  of 
the  parsonage  of  sixty  acres ;  and  a  salary  of  £60,  to  be 
increased  five  pounds  annually  up  to  seventy  five  pounds. 
Soon  after  the  Kev.  Mr.  Tucker  was  ordained,  a  church  vvas 
ominized  with  five  male  members.  Copies  of  the  lisL  tak^i 
off  several  months  later,  contain  10  members,  four  of  tJiem 
being  females.  Several  individuals  in  town  entered  thidr 
dissent,  and  others  did  not  heartily  cooperate  in  settling  a 
minister,  not  being  united  in  sustaining  the  Oon^egational 
order,  but  having  preferences  for  other  sects,  and  especially 
iS[>r  the  Baptist.  Accordingly  there  were  occasional  with- 
drawals, to  attend  some  other  meeting  in  an  adjoining  town. 
Mr.  Tucker  not  only  occupied  a  large  field,  and  hard  to  cul- 
tivate, but  his  labors  were  increased  by  an  extensive  prac- 
tice as  a  physician,^  for  which  services,  within  the  limits  of 
the  town,  no  chai^  were  made.    There  were  no  revivals 
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daring  the  early  history  of  the  parish — apparently  but  few 
conversions^  and  few  additions  to  the  church.    A  ki]^  num- 
ber of  pubhc  houses  were  kept,  prmcipally  for  retailmg  alco- 
holic uquors.      Intemperance  prevailed  to  a  considerable 
extent ;  but  other  immoralities  did  not  unusually  abound ; 
and  there  was  a  general  attendance  upon  the  Sabbath  wor- 
ship.    Such  was  the  general  state  of  things,  as  nearly  as  caa 
now  be  ascertained,  for  a  period  of  eighteen  years.    In  1808 
the  collecting  of  the  taxes  for  the  minister's  support  became 
difficult.    The  next  year,  his  salary  being  some  nundreds  df 
dollars  in  curears,  proposals  were  made  for  dissolvim^  the 
pastoral  relation ;  but  no  agreement  was  concluded.    In  the 
town  meeting  of  1810  it  was  voted  to  pay  up  arrearages  of 
the  minister's  salary  to  a  certain  date,  and  advance  two  hun- 
dred dollars  together  with  a  year's  use  of  the  parsonage. — 
This  proposal  was  acceded  to  by  the  pastor — the  relation 
was  dissolved,  and  the  pulpit  left  vacant.    He  did  not,  how- 
ever, alt(^ther  relinquish  his  labors,  but  held  fireK]uent 
meetings  m  school-houses  and  private  dwellings,  in  which  a 
religious  influence  was  still  exerted.    After  the  dismissal  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Tucker,  no  money  was  raised  by  the  town,  as  such, 
for  the  support  of  the  ^spel.    For  six  years  there  was  no 
stated  supply  of  the  pmpit,  and  but  occasional  and  irr^ular 
ministerial  labors  were  enjoyed. 

In  1816  some  virtuous  youn^  men  met  together,  and 
commenced  an  effort  for  obtaining  a  minister,  and  signed 
one  dollar  each  for  this  purpose.    Then  it  was  taken  in 
hand  by  the  older  people,  who  enlisted  anew  in  the  under- 
taking.    Just  at  tnis  time  Mr.  Enoch  Oorser  came  to  town, 
and  conimenced  his  labors  in  what  was  considered  one  of  the 
waste  places  of  Zion.    In  the  fidl  season  a  revival  commenc- 
ed under  Mr.  Corser's  labors,  and  was  carried  on  by  him, 
with  some  assistance,  till  it  became  a  very  extensive  and 
thoroughgoing  work.     Imperceptibly  perliaps  this  revival 
commenced  farther  back,  in  the  efforts  of  those  young  men 
whose  hearts  were  moved  hj  the  Holy  Spirit  to  do  some- 
thing toward  obtaining  a  minister.     But  its  power  was  aug- 
mented and  made  viable  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel — 
by  the  pungent  appeals,  the  plain  and  nomted  application 
of  truth.     There  were  upwards  of  sixtjr  hopeM  conversions, 
but  a  much  smaller  number  united  with  the  church.    The 
First  Congregational  Society  in  Loudon  was  now  incorporat- 
ed.    And  m  January  1817,  a  call  was  extended  to  Mr.  Gor- 
ser  to  settle  as  a  pastor  over  this  church  and  society,  with 
an  animal  salaiy  of  9400.    He,  having  signified  his  accep- 
tance of  the  caU,  was  ordained  in  Mar(£  following.    The 
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society  were  now  comparatively  well  united  in  the  minister's 
Kipport ;  the  number  of  the  church  was  fast  increasing ;  the 
spirit  and  power  of  religion  were  felt  among  the  jpeoplCy  and 
inere  was  an  interesting  and  hopeful  state  of  thmgs  g^ier- 
ally  through  the  town.  But  opposing  influences  were  set 
at  work,  and  this  interest  declinea.  The  Freewill  Baptists 
had  already  commenced  their  efforts  here,  and  were  begin- 
ning to  lead  off  individuals  from  the  Congregational  meet-, 
ing  to  their  own.  In  1817  their  society  was  incoiTK)rated ; 
they  soon  obtained  the  regular  services  of  an  elder,  and 
established  themselves  upon  the  same  ground,  so  that  much 
of  theirgain  was  the  loss  of  the  church. 

In  18§1,  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Congregation- 
al society  were  such  as  to  induce  the  voluntary  relinquish- 
ment of  1100  of  the  minister's  salary  for  the  following  year. 
But  during  that  year  a  new  interest  was  awaken^    A 
protracted  meeting  was  held^  in  which  a  revival  commenced 
aad  was  carried  on,  increasing  continually  and  extending 
itself  through  all  ranks  of  society,  until  it  became  the  most 
powerful  work  that  has  ever  been  experienced  in  thi8jK>wn. 
The  Baptist  church  shared  largely  in  this  work.    There  was 
oonsiderable  religious  excitement,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  abundantly  i)Oured  out.    The  spirit  of  tiiis 
revival  pervaded  the  community.    The  wicked  were  afiraid ; 
profane  lips  dared  not  utter  their  oaths ;  and  open  immoral- 
ity ceased  for  the  time  its  customary  indulgences.     There 
were  at  least  a  hundred  hopeful  conversions,  most  of  whom 
united  with  the  churches.    In  May  1823,  the  use  of  t]te 
Meeting-house  half  of  the  time  was  given  up  to  the  Baptists, 
and  the  Congre^tional  meetings  were  subsequently  hdd 
half  of  the  time  m  school-houses.    Then  measures  were  tak- 
en to  build  a  new  church  edifice,  which  was  to  be  located  a 
mile  nearer  the  village,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the 
southwest  part  of  the  town.     But  this  undertaking  did  not 
succeed.    In  1826  the  e^rt  to  build  was  renewed.     But 
some  of  the  members,  residfing  in  the  southwesterly  part  of 
the  town,  were  not  satisfied  with  a  central  locality,  aiHl 
determined  that  the  new  house  should  be  located  at  the  vil- 
lage, which  is  four  miles  southwest  of  ^e  old  Meeting- 
house, and  nearly  three  miles  beyond  the  literal  center  of 
ihe  tovm.    A  large  part  of  the  society  would  not  hdp  buiU 
at  the  village ;  consequently  those  residing  in  that  part  took 
the  enterprize  of  building  into  their  own  hands,  and  ht 
course  of  the  following  year  erected  their  house.     This  led 
to  an  unhappy  division ;  for,  although  Mr.  Corser  preadied 
the  dedication  sermon,  he  dedined  further  services.     Tbe 
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vilkeers  asked  diBmiarioti,  to  form  a  new  church  and  somet^f  , 
whien  was  refused.  Thej  left  the  societj,  by  entering  th^ 
protest  upon  the  records  i^pinst  bem^  taxed,  according  ta 
an  article  in  the  charter.  Separation  mm  the  church  was 
eventually  effected  by  an  ex  parte  council,  which  organized 
a  new  church  independently  of  the  consent  of  the  old ;  thus 
cutting  off  both  church  and  council  firom  feUowship.  Such 
action,  however,  was  subsequently  taken,  and  such  concess- 
ions made,  tint  fellowship  was  restored  between  the  parties ; 
and  a  charitable  feeling^  it  is  hoped,  has  at  length  generally 
prevailed.  Both  societies  being  weakened  by  this  division, 
it  has  since  been  difficult  for  either  to  raise  a  compet^it 
support  for  a  minister.  This  society  raised  9300,  and  the 
minister  continued  his  labors, — that,  has  succeeded  by  mis- 
sionary aid ;  so  that  preaching  in  both  has  most  of  the  time 
been  sustained. 

In  1831  protracted  meetings  were  held  by  the  Deerfield 
Association  in  all  their  churcnes.  Their  meeting  with  thk 
church  was  the  means,  under  God,  of  its  awakening  and  of  aa 
extensive  revival.  Meetings  were  continued  with  unusual 
interest,  until  a  large  numoer  experienced  religion.  Many 
other  churches  being  revived  at  tne  same  time,  the  interest 
became  general,  and  the  spirit  and  power  of  the  gospel  were 
felt  effectively  throughout  this  neighborhood.  Then  chris- 
tianilir  had  at  least  a  temporary  triumph,  such  as  has  not 
since  been  experienced.  But  the  feet  of  its  having  been  fid- 
lowed  by  long  years  of  comparative  coldness  and  inactioii, 
permits  but  a  tremulous  expression  of  joy  in  our  retroqpee- 
tive  view  of  those  times.  In  1833  protracted  meetings  were 
repeated  with  much  less  effect.  The  people  were  not  so  easi- 
ly excited ;  nor  was  excitement  so  mucn  the  result  of  deq^ 
conviction  as  before.  Similar  formalities  were  observed ;  but 
feith  seemed  to  fasten  too  much  upon  the  means, — too  little 
upon  God.  The  Holy  Spirit  was  poured  out  lees  oopiously ; 
and  but  few  conversions  occurred.  At  length,  difficmlties  in 
the  way  of  supporting  the  minister  incrcMcd.  He  became 
from  time  to  time  difeatisfied  with  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  the  society,  and  desirous  of  leaving,  until,  late  in  the 
season  of  1837,  after  twenty  years  of  enterprising  labors,  hav* 
in^  been  regularly  dismissed,  he  left  town.  The  j^t  woik 
of  Duilding  up  a  church  from  the  unwrougfat  materials  whick 
this  world  naturally  affords,  was  mainly  accomplished  in  the 
early  part  of  Mr.  Oorser's  ministry.  Successive  revivab  soon 
farongnt  it  to  its  best  sfcate,  numbering  upwards  of  a  hundred, 
and  possessing  competent  'means  of  sustaining  itself  Bat 
im&vorable  cucamstaAces  arose,  threatening  its  prosperity, 
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and  oppofiinff  forces,  poshing  it  backward  so  fitr  that  it  has 
never  been  able  to  recover  its  former  size  and  strength*  It 
received  one  shock  from  the  rise  of  the  Freewill  Baptists ;  a 
much  severer  one  from  its  own  division ;  and,  to  say  nodiing 
of  some  personal  difficulties,  when  Mr.  Corser  was  dismissed, 
the  church  was  left  in  an  enfeebled  and  discouraging  state. 

Since  then  not  less  than  eleven  different  ministers  have 
officiated,  six  of  whom  have  been  stated  supplies  for  a  jear 
or  more,  and  one  ordained  as  pastor,  the  others  serving  for  a 
diorter  period.  In  1838,  the  Meeting-house  having  become 
old  and  out  of  repair ;  also  being  large,  and  cold,  and  incon- 
venient for  a  small  congregation ;  and  being  occupied  half 
of  the  time  by  the  Baptists ;  arrangements  were  made  for 
building  a  new  one,  which  was  finally  located  near  the  <^ 
at  what  is  called  the  center  of  the  town. 

In  the  year  1839^  a  new  church  edifice  was  erected  near 
the  old  one,  forty  feet  by  fifty,  in  simple  modem  country 
style,  and  neatly  finished  for  the  small  sum  of  91600.  Un- 
der the  labors  of  C.  W.  Wallace,  in  1838,  there  was  a  pto- 
iracted  meeting  held,  and  something  of  a  revival,  resulting  in 
a  few  conversions.  The  church  and  society  were  united  in 
desiring  his  settlement,  but  they  failed  of  securing  it  fi>r 
want  of  sufficient  pecuniary  means.  Parker  Pillsbury  suc- 
ceeded, who  became  a  railer  at  length  against  all  things  ^^  of 
fjood  report.""  He  left  the  congre8:ation  divided  on  the  smb- 
ject  of  slavery.  8ome  withdrew  their  membership,  and  oth- 
ers their  support.  They  were  then  more  than  ever  distract- 
ed and  emciarrassed,  vet  did  not  ^^  give  up  the  ship,"  and 
were  not  long  deprived  of  the  labors  of  an  evangelical  minis- 
try. Bev.  John  LeBosquet  supplied  there  from  June,  1841, 
to  September,  1842.  The  services  of  Bev.  E.  N.  Hidden, 
who  Bupplied  the  puljpit  for  a  short  time,  were  very  desirable, 
but  cotud  not  be  continued  for  want  of  the  means  of  render- 
ing suitable  compensation.  There  was  more  than  usual  re- 
ligious interest  in  the  winter  of  1842-3,  under  the  labors  of 
Jonathan  Ayers,  which  however  resultea  in  the  addition  of 
<mly  two  members  to  the  church.  Bev.  Ezekiel  Dow  was 
settled  Feb.  12, 1845,  and  dismissed  June  9, 1847.  Nine 
individuak  united  in  1849  to  raise  the  funds  in  equal  shares, 
and  they  purchased  an  acre  of  land  opposite  the  house  of 
worship  for  a  parsonage  lot,  and  erect^  suitable  buildings 
thereon. 

]ftev.  E.  F.  Abbott  supplied  the  church  from  June,  1849, 
to  March,  1854.  The  last  revival  in  this  place  occurred  in 
the  fall  of  1851.  It  commenced  in  a  protracted  meeting  of 
both  societies,  held  in  the  Baptist  house,  with  the  aasistanoe 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


LOUDON. 

of  Elder  Finney  and  other  ministers^  where  the  work  rapidly 
progressed  and  was  mainly  aocomphshed.    The  stated  sup- 
plies, Elder  Saraent  and  Bev.  E.  F.  Abbott,  performed  mudi 
of  the  labor.    Union  meetings  were  subsequently  held  for  a 
few  days  in  the  Oongre^tional  house :  and  frequent  meet- 
ings oi  this  church  contmued  during  the  winter.    The  truth 
was  made  efficacious,  so  &r  as  human  instrumentality  was 
concerned,  by  those  special  means  and  extra  efforts  usually 
resorted  to  on  such  occasions.     Both  churches  enjoyed  a 
refreshing  from  the  divine  presence,  and  were  much  revived. 
Many  hearts  were  changed.    In  March,  1854,  Bev.  Jairus 
Ordway  b^an  his  labors  among  this  people.    Through  the 
blessing  of  God,  the  society  seem  determined  to  sustam  the 
I>reachm^  of  the  ^spel,  and  if  possible,  without  that  mis- 
sionary aid  which  IS  received  b^  several  abler  societies.    In- 
fimt  Daptism  is  administered  m  this  church  as  in  others; 
though  the  number  cannot  be  ascertained  for  want  of  records. 
The  population  of  the  town  is  nearly  equally  divided  between 
the  tnree  j>arishes,  the  first  and  second  Congr^ational,  and 
ihiQ  Baptist;  yet  only  about  one  third  of  the  inhabitants 
have  any  interest  in  tmse  societies.    But  an  avero/ge  of  not 
more  than  three  hundred  persons  in  town  attend  anv  re%- 
ious  meeting.    The  present  number  of  the  church  is  86.    The 
salary  is  ^^.    There  have  six  men  been  furnished  for  the 
ministry. 


LOUDON. 

SSCOMO  CbVBCH.— R«T.  C.  WiLLST. 

The  Second  Congr^tional  church  in  Loudon  was  cru- 
ised Au^.  14,  182§,  with  six  members :  121  have  umted 
with  it  since,  making  the  whole  number  from  the  b^^inninff 
127.  The  number  of  in&nt  baptisms  recorded  is  only  2C 
This  church  has  had  only  two  settled  pastors.  The  first  was 
Rev.  Henrv  White.  He  was  installed  Feb.  11, 1835,  and 
dismissed  Dec.  26, 1838.  The  second  was  Bev.  Thomas  N. 
Jones.  He  was  ordained  May  24, 1848,  and  dismissed  Feb. 
21,  1849.  After  being  absent  fiom  the  place  about  three 
months,  he  returned  and  supplied  the  deisk  between  three 
and  four  years.  He  also  preached  here  a  year  or  more  before 
he  was  ordained. 

Other  stated  supplies,  as  we  learn  from  the  records  and 
from  individuals,  are  Bev.  Messrs.  Arnold,  Peabody,  Eli 
&mth,  W.  Nichds,  Oalvin  White,  Bolnnson,  Heniy  Wood, 
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Hawley,  and  Oyrus  Maim.  Someof  these  lappliod  nearly  or 
quite  one  year,  and  one  or  two  of  them  two  years.  Ber.  Ghaa 
Willey  has  been  preaching  here  since  the  &«t  cf  April,  1853. 
GK)a's  Spirit  has  been  poured  out  upon  the  people  twioe 
since  the  cnuroh  was  oigwized,  leading  several  each  time  to 
the  Saviour ;  once  when  the  church  was  destitute  of  preach- 
ing, in  1832.  The  other  revival  was  at  some  period  durinr 
Bev.  H.  White's  ministry.  The  people  have  contributed 
during  the  last  two  years  about  4^140  to  various  benevolent 
objects.  In  the  three  evangelical  churches  in  this  town  it  is 
thought  the  averam  attendance  on  public  worship  is  not 
more  than  one  sixth  part  of  the  population.  Present  num- 
ber of  the  churchy  44.    Salary  of  the  minister  ^400. 


NEWBURY 

Contained,  according  to  Dr.  Belknap,  130  inhabitants  in 
1775,  and  in  this  enumeration  Sutton  was  included.  It  wat 
incorporated  in  1778  under  the  name  of  Fishetsfield,  and  the 
name  was  changed  in  1836.  But  little  effort  was  eadiy  made 
to  secure  religious  privileges  here. 

At  present  the  Freewill  Baptists  have  three  sodeties,  coih- 
prising,  in  all,  83  members  and  three  preachers.  The  town 
had,  in  1850,  738  inhabitants,— 136  less  than  in  1820. 


NEW  LONDON 

Was  inoorporated  June  25, 1779 — settlements  having  been 
made  but  little  previous  to  this  time.  We  insert  with 
pleasure  the  following  extract  flrom  a  letter  by  Ex-Gk>ver- 
nor  Anthony  Colby :  ^^  We  have  no  Congr^tional  chuit^ 
in  this  towit  The  Baptist  people  were  the  mrst  to  orgftnae 
a  church  here,  and  there  has  been  no  attempt  to  oiganiae 
any  other,  except  of  the  Freewill  Biq)tist  or  Christian  order, 
and  they  nave  not  met  with  great  success.  We  have  aome 
ten  or  fifteen  persons  in  town  who  are  members  of  Congre- 
gational churones,  most  of  them  females.  They  are  oonatant 
attendants  at  our  meetings  and  are  very  good  people^  Our 
minister  often  exchanges  with  ministers  of  your  dSmoauDa- 
tion,  and  we  go  on  very  well.  My  grand-parents  w^e  Con- 
gregationalists,  and  their  £Bunilies,  excepting  my  &iher  and 
moth^,  who  were  among  tibe  first  settlers  and  aided  in  tiw 
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miMemmt  ci  ike  firat  miniBter,  who  lived  to  be  pastor  of  the 
chmch  about  forty  years  ;  and  we  have  always  supported  a 
minister^  aud  have  a  good  one  now.  The  place  would  not 
0apport  two  ministers  that  would  be  worth  havine.  To  give 
you  a  minute  history  of  our  diurch  matters  womd  not  aid 
you  in  your  object — ^if  it  would  I  would  cheerfally  give  it." 
Rev.  Job  Seamans  is  the  minister  above  alluded  to.  He 
was  settled  over  the  Baptist  church  Jan.  21,  1789 — ^the 
church  having  been  oiganized  the  previous  year.  The  above 
extract  teaches  a  salu^ry  truth — that  one  denomination  of 
Christians  weU  supported,  in  a  town  of  less  than  1000  peo- 

fie,  is  better  than  more.  With  a  population  of  945  in 
850,  New  London  has  a  church  of  226  members,  and  had 
200  thirty  years  ago— a  number  exceeded  by  no  other  Bap- 
tist church  out  of  our  cities  except  Newport,  where  was  a 
great  revival  three  vears  since ;  and  although  it  would  be 
very  agreeable  for  tne  few  Congregationalists  there  to  enjoy 
the  nnvilege  of  communion,  aQd  although  we  have  no  doubt 
our  Master  would  love  to  see  the  privilege  extended  to  them, 
still,  in  our  view,  they  would  do  well  to  ride  to  other  towns 
at  communion  seasons,  lucul  lend  their  aid  to  the  existing 
church,  rather  than  try  to  secure  the  planting  of  a  chur(£ 
of  their  own  order  that  must  only  live  a  lingering  death. 


NOBTHFIELD  AND  SANBOBNTON  BBIDGE. 

IUt.  C.  Citbtics. 

Northfield  was  settled  in  1760,  and  no  very  e£fective  meas- 
ures seem  to  have  been  adopted  for  the  establishment  of 
religious  institutions  for  many  years.  In  1806  a  Methodist 
church  was  oiganized  here,  and  a  Meeting-house  was  builL 
open  to  all  denominations.  In  1822  the  Congregational 
church  was  organized  and  reported,  in  1823,  21  members,  and 
Bev.  Liba  Commt  was  their  minister.  He  remained  with  this 
people  about  fourteen  years,  and  more  than  90  were  added 
to  the  church.  In  1837  Bev.  Mr.  Lucas  was  their  minister 
for  a  year. 

In  1838  Bev.  Enoch  Corser  entered  this  field,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  poured  out  upon  the  people,  and  a  seascm  of 
revival  was  enjoyed  which  brought  about  50  into  the  church. 
He  continued  his  labors  for  about  five  years,  during  which 
73  were  added  to  the  church. 

Bev.  Corban  Curtice  commenced  labor  here  and  was  set- 
tled Oct.  5, 1843,  and  ia  tl^  present  pastor.    In  1841  San- 
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bomton  Bridge  and  Northfield  oonffregationfl  were  miited,  and 
remain  so  to  this  time.  About  70  Imve  been  added  to  the 
church  under  the  mimstry  of  Mr.  Curtice.    Ministerial  sup- 

S)rt  9475.     Gongr^tion  about  270.    The  population  of 
orthfield  was  1332  m  1850,  having  lost  nearly  100  in  ten 
years. 


PEMBROKE.* 

The  ancient  Suncook  of  the  Indians  was  granted  by  the 
name  of  Pembroke  in  May  1727^  to  sixty  grantees.  Its  first 
survey  was  made  in  1728,  and  m  the  following  year  settle- 
ments were  commenced  by  several  of  the  grantees,  but  that 
town  was  not  incorporated  till  Nov.  1, 175§.  "As  the  origi- 
nal settlers,"  says  Farmer,  "  were  composed  of  nersons  of 
Scotch  and  English  descent,  foundations  were  e&nj  laid  for 
Presbyterian  and  Congregational  churches.  The  Congrega- 
tional church  was  organized  March  1^737,"  having  but  nme 
male  members.  The  Rev.  Aaron  Whittemore,  of  Concord, 
Ms.,  who  graduated  at  Harvard  1734,  was  ordained  the  pas- 
tor of  the  church,  March  12, 1737.  He  exercised  his  mmis- 
try  till  Nov.  16^  1767,  when  he  was  seized  with  paralysis  in 
the  pulpit,  earned  to  nis  home,  where  he  died  the  next  morn- 
ing, at  the  age  of  55  T^rs.  No  record  of  the  statistics  of 
the  church  during  Mr.  Whittemore's  ministry  has  been  found. 
A  Presbyterian  diurch  was  organized  before  the  death  of  Mr. 
Whittemore,  but  at  what  date  and  how  large,  no  record 
informs  us,  but  on  the  3d  of  December,  1760.  feev.  Daniel 
Mitchel,  a  native  of  Ireland,  educated  at  Eoinbui^h,  was 
ordained  as  its  pastor.  He  continued  his  ministry  sixteen 
years,  when  he  was  removed  by  death,  Dec.  16, 1776,  in  the 
69th  year  of  his  age. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  Emery  succeeded  Mr.  Whittemore  in  the 
pastorate  of  the  Congregational  church,  Aug.  3, 1768,  and 
was  dismissed  March  23, 1775.  He  was  a  native  of  Ando- 
ver,  Ms.,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  1761.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Bumham,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  many  of  the  facts 
embodied  in  this  history,  says  in  his  anniversary  sermon  of 
1821,  ^'  with  what  success  the  labors  of  these  three  ministers 
were  crowned  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  but  the  number 
of  the  Congr^ational  church  when  Mr.  Emery  was  dismissed 
was  probably  about  40,  for  this  was  the  number  five  years 
afterwards,  when  the  Kev.  Zaccheus  Colby  succeeded  Mr. 
Emery. 

•  Slwtdi  br  B.  p.  BIOM,  I>.B. 
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Mr.  Colby  was  ordained  March  22^  1*780,  and  was  dismissed 
May  11, 1803.  Be  was  a  native  of  Newtown,  N.  H.,  a  grad- 
uate at  Dartmouth  1777.  Within  three  or  tour  years  after 
his  settlement  the  Presbyterians  united  in  his  support,  and 
he  administered  to  both  churches,  yet  each  retained  its  own 
or^nization  till  1798,  when  the  Presbyterian  church  became 
united  with  the  Congr^tional  in  the  support  of  public  wor- 
ship. The  first  year  of  his  ministry,  there  was  a  revival  which 
resulted  in  the  addition  to  the  church  of  30  members.  Dur- 
ing Mr.  Colby's  ministry  99  were  added  to  the  church,  in- 
dudins:,  as  Mr.  Bumham  supposes,  the  Presbyterian  mem- 
bers ;  20  died,  and  18  had  moved  away,  leaving  101,  of  whom 
46  were  males.  After  the  short  lived  unions  of  '94  and  '97,'* 
says  Mr.  Bumham,  "  we  find  again  in  1800,  two  churches, 
Gongr^tional  and  Consociate.  On  the  records  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  we  find  a  few  baptisms  and  additions  by 
neighboring  clergymen  from  time  to  time  down  to  1805. 
During  the  above  named  period  we  find  nothing  recorded  of 
the  Consociate  church  but  about  50  deaths,  an  unusual  num- 
ber for  the  time — a  solemn  warning,  perhaps,  to  the  people 
of  Gk)d  to  cease  from  ecclesiastic^  strife.  From  1803  to 
1807  both  churches  were  destitute  of  pastors,  the  spirit  of 
bitterness  and  contention  existed  among  them,  religion 
ffreatly  languished,  and  the  ways  of  Zion  mourned;  but, 
finally,  after  several  meetings  of  the  parties  and  mutual  con- 
cessions, they  agreed  to  disband  both  organizations  and  to 
form  a  new  church.  Accordingly,  a  councU  was  called  on 
the  20th  of  August,  1807,  which  organized  a  new  Congrega- 
tional church  out  of  materials  which  constituted  the  two  old 
churches. 

The  Rev.  Abraham  Bumham,  a  native  of  Dunbarton,  who 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  college  in  1804,  and  afterward 
received  the  degree  of  D.D.  from  the  same  college,  com- 
menced preaching  in  Dec.  1807,  and  was  ordained  the  pastor 
of  the  church  March  2,  1808.  After  a  fiuthftil  and  lalK)rious 
ministry  of  nearly  forty  three  years.  Dr.  Bumham  was  dis- 
missed at  his  own  request  by  an  ecclesiastical  council,  and 
the  Rev.  John  H.  Merrill  was  installed  his  successor  by  the 
same  council,  Nov.  20, 1850.  Dr.  Bumham  died  Sept.  21, 
1852,  aged  76  years  and  10  months.  Mr.  Merrill  was  dis- 
missed June  1, 1853.  The  Rev.  Robert  Crossett  having  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  several  months,  was  instaJled  the  pastor  of 
the  church  March  16,  1854,  ami  dismissed  Oct.  8^  1855,  at 
his  own  request.  The  church  is  now  destitute  and  m  a  some- 
what dispinted  state. 

hike  most  of  its  sister  x^hurohes,  the  church  in  Pembroke 
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has  seen  a  chequered  life,  enjoying  aeasons  of  ^reat  prc^sperity 
when  the  oandle  of  the  tjom  shone  around  it,  and  seasons 
of  trying  adversity  when  its  prospects  were  in  a  dark  cloud. 
During  the  long  ministry  of  Dr.  Bumham  there  were  ser- 
eral  periods  of  revival  interest  enjoyed  by  the  church,  the 
most  extensive  of  which  occurred  in  the  years  1832,  '33,  '35 
and  '36.  The  largest  number  added  to  the  church  by  pro- 
fession in  any  one  year,  was  38  in  1832.  Dr.  Bumham 
received  into  the  church  during  his  ministry  423,  of  whom 
303  made  a  public  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ.  The 
whole  number  of  baptisms  he  administered  is  654,  the  most 
of  which  were  of  children.  During  the  short  ministries  of 
Messrs.  Merrill  and  Crossett,  only  18  were  added  to  the 
church,  of  which  11  were  by  profession  and  7  by  letter,  and 
10  persons  were  baptized,  making  the  whole  number  added 
to  the  church  from  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Colby's  min- 
istry in  1780,  to  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Crossett  in  1855,  a 
penod  of  nearly  seventy  five  years,  540,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  baptisms  from  the  conmiencement  of  Dr.  Bumham's 
ministry  to  the  present  time,  664.  The  whole  number  of 
communicants,  according  to  the  last  report  to  the  General 
Association,  is  32  males  and  92  females — total  124.  As  the 
church  was  supposed  to  consist  of  40  members  when  Mr. 
Colby  was  settled  in  1780,  the  whole  number  of  members 
connected  with  it  since  that  time  is  580 — of  whom,  it  is 
worthy  of  record,  all  but  157  entered  the  church  in  the  last 
43  years.  The  removal,  then,  by  death,  letter  and  exclu- 
sion, in  seventy  five  years,  amount  to  456,  which  is  an  aver- 
age of  about  SIX  members  in  a  year.  The  average  additions 
for  the  same  period  is  about  seven  and  one  fifth,  exceeding 
the  average  removals  by  little  more  than  one  member. 


PITTSFIELD. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Hoos. 

The  town  of  Pittsfield  was  originally  a  part  of  Chichester. 
The  first  settlers,  however,  were  from  Hampton  Falls  and 
that  vicinity.  The  time  of  the  first  settlement  was  not  &r 
from  1770.  The  town  was  incorporated  in  1782.  On  the 
third  of  June  1782.  the  town  met  and  voted  to  build  a 
Meeting-house  for  tne  Congregational  society  and  locate  it 
where  tne  present  town  house  stands.  At  a  town  meeting 
held  Jan.  6,  1783,  it  was  voted  that  the  Meeting-house 
should  be  l»iilt  '^of  the  same  bigness  of  Hampton  Falls 
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Heeting-hoiiae/'  May  3,  the  town  met  and  agreed  to  hire 
Jonathan  Brown  to  keep  school  for  six  months  at  nine  dol* 
lars  per  month,  and  to  nire  a  minister  for  two  months. — 
Sept.  16, 1784,  the  town  met  and  passed  this  vote:  ^^to  take 
some  method  to  take  care  of  those  persons  in  town  who 
spend  their  time  in  idleness  and  are  out  of  employment, 
and  set  them  to  work," — a  very  wise  vote.  Although  the 
town  voted  the  same  year  of  their  incorporation  to  build  a 
Meeting-house  for  the  Congremtional  society,  they  did  not 
raise  it  till  the  summer  of  1787,  and  it  was  not  completed 
till  the  spring  of  1789.  Sept.  17, 1787,  the  Congregational 
society  met  at  the  com  bam  of  John  Cram,  Esq.,  and  voted 
to  give  Mr.  Jacob  Cram,  who  had  been  supplying  them  for 
a  few  Sabbaths,  a  call :  the  call  was  not  fwcepted.  In  1788 
the  town  voted  to  hire  a  Congregational  minister  for  three 
months.  In  1789,  after  the  Meeting-house  was  so  nearly 
finished  that  meeting  could  be  held  m  it,  the  society  voted 
to  ffive  Mr.  Christopher  Paige  of  Hopkinton,  a  call  to  settle 
with  them,  offering  him  a  settlement  of  £60  and  a  salary 
of  £66  annually,  a  third  to  be  paid  in  cash,  a  third  to  m 
paid  in  good  com  at  3s.  per  bushel  and  good  rye  at  4s.  per 
bushel,  the  other  third  in  good  beef  at  208.  the  cwt.  Nov. 
17,  of  the  same  year,  a  church  of  10  members  was  organized 
with  the  Congregational  form  of  govemment,  doctrine  and 
discipline.  The  council  was  composed  of  the  following 
churches :  Deerfield,  Loudon,  Hopkinton,  Epsom,  Gilman*- 
ton,  Pembroke  and  Hardwick.* 

Less  than  two  years  after  the  oi^nization  of  the  Congre* 

fitional  church,  we  find  the  first  date  on  the  records  of  the 
reewill  Baptist  church.  When  that  church  was  organized 
in  this  place,  is  not  known ;  probably,  however,  but  a  few 
months  after  the  Congre^tional  church.  Mr.  Paige  was 
settled  over  the  Congregational  church  and  society  but  about 
six  years.  During  his  ministry,  conmmnion  Sabbath  was 
the  second  Sabbath  of  each  month,  except  December,  Janu- 
ary, Febraary  and  March,  during  which  four  months  no 
communion  was  administered.  His  preparatory  lecture  was 
on  Thursday.  He  resided  where  widow  John  F.  French 
now  owns  and  resides.  Unhappy  dissensions  arose  between 
Mr.  Paige  and  a  portion  of  his  people,  and  he  was  dismissed 
Jan.  7,  1796.  The  number  of  admissions  during  his  minis- 
try was  14. 

After  Mr.  Paige's  dismission,  there  appears  to  have  been 
but  little  Congregational  preaching  till  the  year  1800. — 

•  The  neighboring  charchei  of  ChichMter«  Banistead  and  Northwood  were  not  then 
orfanised. 
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In  the  &11  of  that  year,  Bev.  Benjamin  Saj^nt,  a  dose 
communion  Baptist,  came  to  supply  the  pulpit  for  another 
person.  His  preaching  was  so  acceptable  that  he  was  invited 
to  come  again.  In  December  the  society  voted  him  an  invi- 
tation to  supply  them  for  a  year.  This  unusual  invitation 
was  regarded  hj  him  as  an  indication  of  Providence  that  he 
shoidd  accept  it.  It  led  him  to  look  into  the  subject  of 
close  communion  more  carefully,  and  he  became  an  open 
communiontst.  Before  Mr.  Sai^nt  moved  with  his  family 
to  Pittsfield,  in  the  b^inning  of  the  year  1801,  the  Conffre- 
gational  church  consisted  of  six  males  and  eight  females, 
and  there  was  not  a  Calvinist  Baptist  in  town.  In  the 
spring  of  1801  there  was  a  revival  wnich  added  three  persons 
to  the  Congregatignal  church.  The  rest  of  the  converts, 
seven  males  and  fourteen  females,  were  baptized  by  immer- 
sion, and  on  October  29,  of  that  year,  Mr.  Sargent  and  these 
persons  were  gathered  into  an  open  communion  Baptist 
church.  After  the  vear  1801,  and  during  Mr.  Saigenf  s 
ministry,  13  were  adaed  to  the  Congregational  church  and 
six  to  tne  Baptist  church.  The  whole  number  added  to  the 
church  during  Mr.  Sargent's  ministry  of  eighteen  years,  was 
44,  28  becoming  open  communion  Baptists,  16  CoDgr^a- 
tionalists. 

April  29, 1802,  six  months  after  the  Baptist  church  was 
o^anized,  the  two  churches  met  at  the  Meetinff-house. — 
Deacon  Perkins  was  chosen  moderator,  and  they  then  mutu- 
ally agreed  and  passed  a  vote  to  commune  together  at  the 
table  of  the  Lord,  but  that  each  church  should  discipline 
their  own  members.  And  ever  afterwards  during  Mr.  Sar- 
gent's ministry,  these  two  churches  were  accustomed  to  sit 
around  the  same  table,  deacon  Perkins  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  deacon  James  of  the  Baptist  church,  officiating 
as  deacons.  This  was  making  the  Lord's  table  free  to  au 
members  of  his  evangelical  church,  and  manifested  Christian 
grace  and  love.  The  two  churches  were  equally  united  in 
Mr.  Sargent  to  the  last.  Sabbath  afternoon,  March  15, 
1818,  Mr.  Sargent  went  to  church  in  his  usual  health.  His 
text  that  afternoon  was  Isaiah  46,  last  two  verses :  while 
dwelling  on  the  last  clause  he  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  palsy, 
which  in  a  few  moments  deprived  him  of  speech  and  reason. 
He  died  the  next  Thursday. 

After  Mr.  Sargent's  death,  difficulties  arose  between  the 
Congregational  and  Baptist  church.  The  former  reasoned, 
that  as  there  were  no  Calvinist  Baptists  previous  to  Mr. 
Sargent's  coming,  and  as  they  had  sunported  a  Baptist  min- 
ister for  sevent^n  years,  that  the  ^ptists  ought  to  unite 
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with  them  and  sapport  a  Congregational  minister.  The 
Baptists  would  not  a^ree  to  this,  and  so  hardness  of  feeling 
arose,  increased,  and  jn  seven  months  after  Mr.  8aigent's 
death,  the  Calvinist  Baptists,  who  for  so  many  years  had 
met  aromid  the  same  Lord's  table  with  the  Congregational- 
iBts,  were  willing,  with  a  few  exceptions,  to  organize  them- 
selves into  a  dose  conmmnion  church.  This  they  did  Oct. 
29, 1818.  Their  number  was  six  males  and  about  eleven 
females.  The  Congr^ational  church  at  this  time  numbered 
six  males  and  eleven  females. 

The  same  month  that  the  Baptist  church  re-organized, 
Mr.  Abel  Manningcommenced  preaching  to  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  He  says,  "The  Congregational  &)ciety 
obtained  leave  to  occupy  the  Meeting-house  for  two  Sab- 
baths, a  new  thing,  and  at  once  an  unvsual  interest  was 
manifested  and  they  suffered  me  to  preach  for  four  Sabbaths. 
I  left  for  six  or  seven  weeks,  and  on  my  return  found  oppo- 
sition somewhat  rife."  The  first  liart  of  the  next  year 
(1819)  Mr.  Manning  supplied  them  aoout  twenty  Sabbaths, 
and  that  year  the  society  lost  their  parsoni^  lands  which 
were  given  originally  to  assist  Congregatiomd  preaching. 

After  Mr.  Mai^iing,  different  persons,  till  1827,  supplied 
the  church.  The  socie^  was  now  so  feeble  that  tnough 
assisted  by  the  Home  Missionaiy  Society,  they  could  enjoy 
but  a  few  months  preaching  each  year.  Of  the  various  per- 
sons who  supplied  after  Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  S.  M.  Wheelock 
appears  to  have  been  the  most  succe^uL  He  supplied  for 
a  year  or  more,  and  the  number  of  admissions  during  his 
supply  was  ten.  New  Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant  were 
adopted  May  18, 1822,  under  Mr.  Manning's  administra- 
tion ;  the  change,  however,  appears  to  have  ]^n  made  sim- 
ply for  brevity's  sake.  From  1819  to  1824,  while  the  Con- 
gr^ational  and  Baptist  churches  were  struggling  to  maintain 
preaching,  the  Freewill  Baptist  was  prospering,  but  in  1824 
that  church  was  called  upon  in  its  turn  to  su^r  severe  trials 
occasioned  by  one  John  A.  Rollins,  who  came  into  the  place 
and  promul^ted  wild  and  fanaticsd  doctrines,  and  for  three 
jfkrs  the  church  was  troubled  bv  dissensions. 

In  1827,  the  Congr^ational  church  and  society  gave  a  call 
to  Mr.  Ezra  Sco^ille ;  the  call  was  accepted,  and  he  was  or- 
dained and  settled  Nov.  21, 1827.  His  ministry  was  success- 
ful but  short,  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  society.  He  was 
dismissed  Sept.  14, 1829.  During  his  ministry  of  two  vears, 
twenty  three  were  added  to  the  church.  June  12, 1832,  Mr. 
Preserved  Sinith  was  ordained  to  perform  the  work  of  an 
evangelist  with  the  Congregational  church  and  society.    He 
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labored  leas  than  two  years,  bat  fait  labors  were  abondantbr 
prospered.  Thirty  six  were  added  during  his  ministry,  aU 
out  tour  of  whom  were  on  jprofession. 

Bev.  Jonathan  Curtis,  of  Sharon,  Ms.,  was  installed  Octo- 
ber, 1834.  The  church  enjoyed  some  very  mailrod  visita- 
tions of  the  Spirit  during  ms  ministry.  The  greatest  addi- 
tion ever  made  to  this  church  in  one  year,  was  under  Mr. 
Curtis,  in  the  year  1838.  That  year,  forty  three  joined  on 
profession,  one  by  letter,  and  this  was  a  greater  number  than 
the  whole  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  church  from 
its  organization  to  Mr.  Sargent's  death,  a  period  of  twenty 
nine  years.  The  whole  number  of  admissions  during  the 
eleven  years  of  Mr.  Curtis'  ministry,  was  165 ;  132  by  pro- 
fession and  33  by  letter ;  79  of  these  are  yet  members  of  the 
church,  and  constitute  a  little  less  than  one  half  of  the  pres- 
ent church  members.  The  number  of  additions  during  Mr. 
Curtis'  ministry  is  only  four  less  than  the  number  of  aomie- 
sions  in  the  other  fifty  five  years  of  the  existence  of  the 

*  church.  On  the  2d  of  Majr,  1838,  the  second  Freewill  Bm- 
tist  society  was  organized  m  Libbey's  hall,  with  twelve  males 
and  thirteen  females.  They  inmiediately  went  forward  and 
built  their  present  Meeting-house.  So  prosperous  has  this 
church  been,  that  the  original  church  has  been  entirely  ab- 
sorbed by  it  and  lost  its  visibility.  The  present  Congrega- 
tional Meeting-house  was  erected  in  the  year  1839,  and  the 
Meeting-house,  where  for  half  a  century  the  Congregational 
society  had  worshiped,  was  purchased  by  the  town  for  a  town 

'  hcmse.  Rev.  Mr.  Curtis  was  dismissed  July  1, 1845,  and  Mr. 
Moses  H.  Wells,  of  Deerfield,  was  ordained  Nov.  19,  of  the 
same  year.  During  his  ministry  of  eight  years,  13  were 
add^  by  profession  and  26  by  letter.  The  society  prospered 
under  ms  labors,  and  in  1851  the  Meeting-house  was  en- 
larged. Mr.  Wells  was  dismissed  on  account  of  feeble  health, 
Dec.  5,  1853,  Dec.  12,  1854,  the  present  pastor  of  the 
church.  Rev.  J.  A.  Hood,  of  Salem,  Ms.,  was  settled.  It  is 
proper  to  add,  in  closing  the  history  of  this  Congregational 
church  and  society,  that  the  society  by  the  influx  of  jpopuht- 
tion,  by  the  increased  business  of  tne  place,  and  by  the  pow- 
erftil  revivals  occurring  between  the  years  1827  and  1844, 
has  become  one  of  the  most  prosperous  societies  in  the  State. 
The  church  now  numbers  167,  and  pays  a  salary  of  9650, 
and  the  use  of  the  parsonage. 
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SALISBURY* 

Salisbury  was  originally  granted  by  Massachusetts,  under 
the  name  of  Bakers-town ;  and  again  by  the  Masonian  pro* 

?rietorB  Oct.  25,  1749,  under  tte  name  of  Stevens-town, 
'here  were  fifty  seven  grantees,  of  whom  fifty  four  belonged 
to  Kingston.  It  was  incorporated  by  the  government  of 
New  mimpshire.  March  1,  1768,  under  its  present  name. 
Gall,  Meloon,  Webster,  Bohonon,  and  Eastman,  are  amonff 
the  names  of  the  first  settlers.  Some  of  them  were  capturea 
W  the  Indians  and  carried  to  Canada,  and  sold  to  the 
Irench,  most  of  whom  escaped  and  returned.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  proprietors,  held  in  Portsmouth  Oct.  25, 1749, 
they  deddea  that  the  town  be  divided  into  eighty  shares, 
and  each  share  into  four  different  lots,  one  of  which  should 
contain  sixty  acres.  In  the  arrangements  made  for  the 
drawing  of  these  lots,  one  share  was  reserved  for  the  first 
minister  of  the  gospel  who  should  be  settled  on  said  land, 
and  should  continue  there  during  his  life,  or  should  be  regu- 
larly dismissed ;  to  be  held  by  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 
One  other  of  said  shares  was  reserved  for  the  support  of  the 
gospel  forever.  The  sixty  acre  lots  belonging  to  these  shares 
were  to  be  laid  out  as  near  the  place  where  the  Meeting- 
house should  be  built  as  convenient,  or  they  might  be  drawn 
&r  as  was  arranged  for  the  other  lots.  It  was  also  voted,  at 
the  same  meeting,  that  there  be  ten  acres  of  land  left  in  some 
convenient  place,  as  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  the 
grantees,  for  building  a  Meeting-house  and  school-house 
upon,  and  for  a  training  field,  a  burying  place,  and  for  other 
public  use.  In  1768,  at  two  town  meetmgs  the  people  voted 
to  raise  money  for  preaching.  Of  one  of  these  meetings 
Ebenezer  Webster  was  moderator.  Being  without  a  Meet- 
ing-house, it  was  voted  ^^  that  the  meeting  should  be  held  at 
the  house  of  Andrew  Pettingill,  five  Sab&ths  firom  the  date 
hereof  Voted  also,  that  the  committee  '^discourse  with 
Mr.  Searle"  before  applying  to  any  other  candidate. 

Jan.  14, 1771,  it  was  voted  to  give  Mr.  John  Elliot  a  call 
to  settle  in  the  town  of  Salisbury  in  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try, in  the  Congregational  order.  They  made  provision  for 
hijs  support,  and  tne  selectmen  were  made  a  ccnnmittee  to 
communicate  their  doings  to  Mr.  Elliot  and  obtain  his  an- 
swer. In  his  answer  Mr.  Elliot  says,  after  proposing  condi- 
tions somewhat  more  favorable  to  lumsetf— "If  you  will 
comply  with  these  terms,  then,  from  these  outward,  and 

•  Sketch  by  Rev.  B.  F.  Foeter. 
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many  inward  reasons,  I  shall  think  it  my  duty  to  devote  my 
life  to  the  gospel  ministry  among  you."  His  proposals  were 
acceded  to,  and  September  10  was  fixed  for  his  ordination. 
Five  pounds  was  voted  to  defray  the  ordination  chaiges. 
Before  September  came,  Mr.  ElUot  petitioned  for  an  ar- 
ticle to  be  inserted  in  a  warrant  for  a  town  meeting,  ^^  To 
see  if  the  townwonld  grant  him  adismission  for  reasons  that 
he  mi^ht  assign."  The  meeting  was  held  Julv  8.  His  rea- 
sons then  given  were :  1st,  "  My  want  of  health  of  body  to 
carry  on  my  studies.''  2d,  '^  Because  of  an  entire  change  in 
my  mind  in  respect  to  my  call  to  preach  and  labor  in  said 
place  among  tiiem  as  their  minister,  and  because  I  cannot 
stay  unless  I  am  forced  utterly  against  my  present  mind,  as 
I  am  not  a  volunteer  in  the  pla^,  and  as  I  am  convinced 
that  this  is  not  the  place  that  the  great  Governor  of  the 
world  has  appointed  for  my  labors."  These  reasons  were 
deemed  quite  sufficient,  and  Mr.  Elliot  was  released  firom  his 
obligation.  He  gave  up  his  claim  to  any  public  lands  by  vir- 
tue of  his  being  the  first  minister. 

Oct.  2, 1772,  Mr.  Jonathan  Searle  was  called  to  the  woik 
of  the  ministry.  A  salair  of  £50  was  voted  him,  to  be  in- 
creased, after  two  years,  £  5  a  year  till  it  amounted  to  sixty 
pounds ;  and  twenty  five  cords  of  wood  annually  delivered 
at  his  house.  Mr.  Searle  was  ordained  Nov.  17, 1773.  A 
church  was  ormnized  on  the  same  day,  by  the  same  oooncil 
that  ordained  Mr.  Searle,  consisting  ol  eleven  male  members. 
The  Meeting-house  in  which  Mr.  Searle  preached,  was  locat- 
ed upon  a  very  high  hiU  some  three  miles  from  the  eastern 
line  of  the  town.  It  was  never  finished.  It  was  sold  in  1790 
at  auction.  The  avails,  after  paying  the  pew  owners,  were 
given  to  the  schods.  Notwithstanding  the  distance  at  whK^ 
many  lived  from  the  Meeting-house,  and  the  destitution  of 
the  means  of  conveyance,  and  the  difficulty  of  ascending  the 
hill,  when  the  Sabbath  came,  men,  women  and  childre^  on 
foot,  on  horseback,  and  often,  in  winter,  on  ox  sleds,  made 
their  way  to  their  unfinished  house  of  worship,  eager  to  hear 
the  gospel.  Mr.  Searle  was  dismissed  Nov.  8,  1791,  for  the 
alleged  reason  of  insufficient  health  to  continue  in  so  exten- 
»ve  a  charge.  He  died  in  1818,  aged  74  years.  It  is  sad  to 
say,  he  lost  his  Christian  standing  by  intemperance.  His  sun 
went  down  in  great  darkness. 

Mr.  Thomas  Worcester  was  employed  three  numths  on 
probation  in  April,  1791.  He  was  invited  to  settle  in  S^ 
tember  following.  This  invitation  was  accompanied  by  an 
offer  of  £  120  lawful  money  as  a  settlement,  /and  £80  a«  a 
yearly  salary  as  long  as  a  majority  of  the  church  and  town 
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should  desire  his  continnaiice.  He  was  ordained  Nov.  9, 
1791,  by  the  same  council  that  dismissed  Mr.  Searle.  He 
was  dismissed  April  3, 1823,  after  a  ministry  of  thirty  two 
years. 

A  little  previous  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Worcester's  settle- 
ment, two  new  houses  of  worship  had  been  built  in  the  town, 
one  at  the  South  Boad  village,  so  called,  the  other  at  the 
Center  Boad  village.  The  erection  of  two  houses  was  occa- 
sioned by  a  disagreement  among  the  people  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  location  of  one.  Mr.  Worcester  preached  at  the 
South  Boad.  The  other  became  a  Baptist  house.  Mr.  Wor- 
cester was  settled  at  the  early  a^  of  twenty  three  vears. 
His  youthfid  appearance  and  limited  opportunities  tor  an 
education,  caused  some  hesitation  with  the  council  as  to 
ordaining  him.  They  however  yielded  to  the  desires  of  the 
people.  The  congregation  that  attended  upon  his  preaching 
for  many  years  was  Taiwi.  He  was  a  faithful  and  laborious 
pastor.  His  pulpit  adoresses  were  attractive,  earnest^  direct. 
AU  were  interested,  many  deeply  moved.  During  his  min- 
istry there  were  several  seasons  of  the  special  outpouring  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  An  extensive  revival  of  religion  occurred 
verv  soon  after  his  settlement,  as  the  fruits  of  which,  over 
eighty  were  received  into  the  cnurch.  Another  special  work 
of  grace  occurred  about  the  year  1815,  when  more  than  sixty 
maae  public  profession  of  their  faith.  There  were  268  re- 
ceived into  the  church  during  his  ministry.  He  adminis- 
tered baptism  to  322  children ;  solemnized  307  marriages ; 
and  attended  twenty  five  ecclesiastical  councils  abroad,  some 
of  them  at  great  distances. 

It  is  known  by  many  that  before  Mr.  Worcester's  dismis- 
sion he  had  departed  from  the  faith  as  held  by  him  at  his 
ordination,  and  as  held  by  the  church.  Out  of  this  change 
grew  dissatisfiiction  and  embarrassment  in  the  church.  A 
council  was  finally  called  to  consider  their  circumstances, 
and  to  advise  in  respect  to  Mr.  Worcester's  dismission.  It 
was  an  able  council.  Bev.  Daniel  Dow,  D.D.  was  modera- 
tor. In  their  result  the  council  say,  "  While  we  are  happy 
to  find  no  specific  charts  are  preferred  against  Mr.  Worces- 
ter, seriously  affecting  ms  moral  and  Christian  character,  they 
are  constrained  to  confess  that  in  the  course  of  his  proceed- 
ings of  recent  date,  there  occur  some  deviations  from  strict 
consistency  and  propriety.  These  however  they  are  inclined 
to  ascribe,  in  a  considerable  degree,  to  mistaken  views,  to 
bodily  infirmities,  and  to  the  agitation  and  distress  of  mind 
excited  by  the  thought  of  separation  from  a  beloved  people. 
We  joyfully  pay  our  tribute  of  respect  to  Mr.  Worcester,  and 
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to  his  assiduity  and  tenderness  as  a  pastor.  We  rejoice  in 
the  signal  blessing  with  which  it  has  pleased  a  sovereign  Gtod 
to  crown  his  labors  in  years  that  are  past.  In  commending 
him  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  fidthfulness  to  our  Divine 
Master  and  to  the  sacred  cause  of  truth  constrain  us  to  ex^ 
cept  his  dereliction  from  the  doctrine  of  the  proper  Deity  of 
Jesus  Christ, — a  doctrine,^  concerning  which,  we  nesitate  not 
to  aver  that,  in  our  view,  it  constitutes  the  grand  foundation 
of  the  gospel  scheme,  and  of  the  sinner's  hope.  Yet  here  it 
is  our  (mty,  and  our  pleasure  to  ,add,  that  the  deviation  is  not 
in  this  case  accompanied,  as  it  usually  is,  with  an  abandon- 
ment of  other  distmguishing  and  glorious  doctrines  of  the 
gospel" 

After  some  years  of  separation  from  the  church,  Mr.  Wor- 
cester returned  and  died  m  ftdl  communion.  It  is  not^  how- 
ever, known  that  he  relinquished  the  views  referred  to  in  the 
forecoinff  extract  from  the  Result  of  Council. 

The  church  was  not  relieved  from  all  its  difficulties  by  Mr. 
Worcester's  dismission.  He  had,  on  his  own  individual  res- 
ponsibility, altered  the  creed  of  the  church,  so  that  there 
might  be  nothing  found  in  it  to  stand  in  the  way  of  any  per- 
sons assenting  to  it  who  professed  conversion.  The  cnuidi 
were  dissatisned  with  the  creed  in  this  altered  form,  but 
found  it  difficult  to  restore  it  to  its  oririnal  form.  Conse- 
quently, they  called  a  council  of  advice  Dec.  25, 1823.  Dr. 
Samuel  Worcester  was  moderator,  and  Rev.  Abraham  Bum- 
ham  scribe.  In  their  call  they  say :  "  The  object  of  this 
council  is,  that  they  may  review  our  Christian  fellowship  with 
the  sister  churches,  and  give  us  their  advice  as  to  what  mea- 
sures we  shall  take  in  our  present,  peculiar  trials,  that  we 
may  act  in  concert  with  our  orethren  abroad,  while  we  seek 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our  divine  Bedeemer,  in  pro- 
moting his  cause  amons  ourselves,  and  also  among  this  peo- 
ple." By  this  council  the  church  was  declared  to  be  the  First 
Congregational  church  in  Salisbury  in  regular  standing,  and. 
as  such,  it  was  recommended  to  the  Christian  fellowuiip  or 
sister  churches.  They  expressed  the  earnest  hope,  that  none 
would  neglect  to  unite  m  re-settling  the  gospel,  ^^as  the 
connection  between  them  and  their  late  pastor  was  regularly 
dissolved  by  the  venerable  council  of  April  last." 

March  24th,  1824,  Mr.  Abij^  Cross  was  settled  as  pastor 
of  the  church.  He  was  dismissed  April  1, 1829.  Soon  after 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Cross,  the  church  adopted  a  creed 
fully  exjjressinff  orthodox  views  as  the  views  of  the  churdi. 
At  the  time  of  nis  settlement,  there  were  eighty  eight  mem- 
bers of  the  church  supposed  to  be  resident  m  town.     Seven- 
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teen  were  added  during  hispastorate.  During  his  ministry, 
an  effort  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Huntoon,  a  Uni- 
tarian clergyman,  to  organize  a  Unitarian  church.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  finding  five  individuals,  most  or  all  of  whom  had 
withdrawn  from  the  church,  and  formed  them  into  a  Unita- 
rian church,  and  they  had  preaching  half  of  the  time  for  a 
year  or  so. 

Rev.  Andrew  Rankin  succeeded  Mr.  Cross.  He  was  in- 
stalled July  11th,  1830.  He  was  dismissed  Oct.  1832. 
During  his  pastorate,  17  were  admitted  to  the  church  by 
profession,  and  11  by  letter.  During  his  ministry  there  was 
a  pleasing  state  of  religious  interest,  in  which  about  twenty 
individutds  are  suppos^  to  have  been  hopeftdly  converted. 

Rev.  B.  F.  Foster  was  settled  pastor  of  the  church  Nov. 
13,  1833,  and  continued  in  this  relation  thirteen  years — was 
dismissed  by  mutual  council  July  23, 1846.  There  were  80 
admitted  to  the  church  by  him — 40  on  profession  of  their 
filth,  and  40  by  letter.  Several  seasons  of  unusual  religious 
interest  occurred  during  his  ministry,  the  most  markM  of 
which  was  in  the  winter  of  1842-3.  As  the  fruits  of  this 
revival,  about  twenty  were  admitted  to  the  church  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months.  Others  have  since  come  in  who 
then  entertained  hope.  Nov.  7th,  1846,  a  call  was  extended 
to  Rev.  Moses  Kimball  to  become  their  pastor,  but  the  caU 
was  not  accepted.  Rev.  E.  H.  Oaswell  was  ordained  pastor 
June  28, 1848,  and  was  dismissed  by  mutual  council  in  Feb- 
ruary following.  Four  were  admitted  to  the  church  by  pro- 
fession and  one  by  letter. 

Rev.  E.  D.  Eldredge  was  installed  pastor  of  this  church 
June  12, 1849.  He  was  dismissed,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
by  mutual  council  Nov.  1, 1854.  During  the  ministry  of 
Mr.  Eldredge,  26  were  received  into  the  church,— rl9  by  pro- 
fession and  four  by  letter.  The  labors  of  Mr.  Eldredge  were 
very  useful  to  the  church  and  acceptable  to  the  people  gen- 
erally, and  it  was  with  much  r^ret  that  they  yielded  to  his 
request  to  discontinue  his  connection  with  them.  The  church 
is  now  without  a  pastor. 

The  Congregational  church  in  Salisbury  has  been  in  existr 
ence  eighty  two  years  ;  449  have  been  received  into  it  since 
its  formation ;  it  has  had  seven  pastors.  Various  influences 
have  operated  against  its  prosperity  and  enlai^ment,  in  the 
moral  dereliction  of  its  firet  pastor,  the  doctnnal  change  of 
its  second,  the  frequent  changes  subsequently,  and  the  rise 
of  various  other  denominations.  The  income  of  the  land 
ori^nally  granted  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  also,  is  now 
claimed  and  shared  by  at  least  six  different  societies.    The 
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number  in  the  church  is  now  on]y  86,  but  a  happy  state  of 
unanimity  exists,  and  a  strong  purpose  to  sustain  the  gospel 
among  them.  It  has  always  borne  a  liberal  and  an  inteUi* 
gent  part  in  carrying  forward  the  benevolent  objects  of  the 
present  day.  The  lambs  of  the  flock  are  ejeneraUy  consecra- 
ted in  baptism,  to  the  Great  Shepherd.  There  is  cause  of 
gratitude  to  Him  who  planted  this  vine  in  the  wilderness, 
who  has  watered  and  nourished  it,  who  still  spr^uls  out  its 
branches,  that  his  friends  may  sit  under  it  with  delight 
Bjd  makes  it  yet  to  stand,  a  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth ; 
a  break-water  to  the  surging  waves  or  wickedness.  Seven 
natives  of  the  town  have  become  ministers, — one  is  a  Unita- 
rian.  the  others  Orthodox  Coneregationalists : — ^two  an 
dead ;  four  are  still  living^  actively  en^^^ed  in  their  high 
calling.  The  hill  on  which  the  first  lieeting-honBe  was 
built  IS  called  ^'  Searle's  hill."  From  this  hill  a  very  exten- 
sive view  may  be  taken  of  the  town.  A  little  plat  of  ground 
surrounded  by  a  stone  wall,  contains  the  ashes  of  the  first 
dead  <^  the  place.  No  monument  reveals  their  names.  The 
owner  of  the  land  instinctively  forbears  to  break  the  sdQ 
with  his  plow,  lest  he  ^ould  disturb  the  quiet  of  the  sleep- 
ers beneath.  This  burying  place  is  a  fit  emblem  of  tne 
obscurity  which  will  hereafter  rest  upon  the  memory  of  us 
all. 


WARNER. 

IUt.  H.  O.  Howlajto. 

The  Congregational  church  in  Warner  was  gathered  Feb. 
5.  1772^  two  years  before  the  town  was  incorporated,  and 
Rev.  William  Kelly  ordained  the  same  day.  The  church 
had  no  narticular  confession  of  faith,  and  parents  were  allow- 
ed to  oner  their  children  in  baptism  on  the  half  way  coto- 
nant.  The  whole  number  of  members  in  full  communi<m 
probably  did  not  exceed  30.  Mr.  Kelly  was  settled  by  the 
town.  ^  The  charter  of  the  town  required  the  nantees  to 
settle  in  it  forty  families,  within  three  years,  ea(m  having  a 
house  18  feet  long  and  16  wide  and  three  acres  under  tillage, 
also  that  they  lay  out  three  rights  or  shares,  one  for  the  use 
of  the  first  settled  minister,  one  for  the  use  of  the  minisirg 
in  town  forever^  and  one  for  the  use  of  schools ;  that  they 
build  a  Meeting-house,  settle  and  maintain  ^^a  learned 
orthodox  preacher"  firom  and  ever  after  the  term  c^  three 
years,  fiom  the  date  <^  the  grant.  Durii^  the  first  part  of 
Mr.  Kelly's  ministiy  the  people  were  nmted^  peacetal  and 
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haj^y.  Bat  after  about  twenty  years,  sectarian  delusion 
b^an  to  spread,  and  it  was  represented  as  oppressive  to  be 
le^xUy  iaoced  to  pay  for  preaching.  People  might  give  what 
they  pleased,  but,  to  be  iaooed  was  tyrcmmf.  Mr.  Kelly, 
without  relinquishing  his  contract,  was  willing  they  should 
try  the  jjlan  of  voluntary  giving ;  but  the  whole  amount  he 
received  in  a  year  did  not  exceed  960,  and  that  chiefly  from 
those  who  were  willing  to  be  taxed.  Near  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1801,  Mr.  Kelly  asked  a  dismission,  which 
took  place  in  March  following,  and  the  arrearage  of  his  sal- 
ary was  collected  by  a  suit  at  law  against  the  town.  This 
raised  a  popular  clamor  against  Congregational  ministers 
and  gave  sectarians  an  advantage  which  they  were  willing 
to  improve.  To  pay  Mr.  Kelfy  and  defray  the  expense  of 
the  lawsuit,  the  town  sold  the  right  reserved  "for  the  use 
of  the  ministry  forever,"  and  applied  so  much  of  the  proceeds 
as  was  necessary  to  liquidate  the  debt.  A  small  surplus  of 
two  or  three  hundred  dollars  was  put  on  interest. 

In  1813  the  interest  had  accumulated  to  about  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  the  selectm^i  expended  it  in  emplo)ing 
Mr.  John  Woods,  a  young  man  lust  licensed  to  preach, 
eight  Sabbaths.  He  was  iSterward  employed  several  Sab- 
baths by  the  assessors  of  a  society  which  had  just  been  incor- 
porated. In  the  mean  time  a  town  meeting  was  notified 
(md  held,  which  voted  him  a  call  and  a  salary.  But  oppo- 
i^on  arose,  and  at  a  subsequent  meeting  tlva  call  from  the 
town  was  re-considered.  But  the  church  and  society  had  so 
increased  in  numbers  and  strength  that  they  united  in  giv- 
ing him  a  call,  with  an  offer  of  ?400  yearly  as  a  salary. — 
Mr.  Woods  left  them  with  the  promise  that  he  would  see 
them  again.  He  was  immediately  employed  in  Massachu- 
setts, where  he  was  offered  ?700  yearly  with  a  liberal  settle- 
ment, which  he  made  up  his  mind  to  accept.  But  on  revis- 
iting^ Warner,  he  found  such  a  readiness  to  remove  objections 
and  introduce  articles  of  fiiith  corresponding  with  his  views, 
that  he  reversed  his  decision  and  the  next  Sabbath  gave 
them  an  affirmative  answer,  and  was  ordained  June  22, 
1814.  His  labors  were  soon  blest  with  a  revival  oi  religion 
and  numbers  were  added  to  the  church.  The  practice  of 
examining  candidates  in  the  presence  of  the  church  was 
introduced,  and  attracted  considerable  attention.  The  con- 
nection betwe^i  the  doctrines  <rf  grace  and  Christian  expe- 
ri^ice  was  pointed  out,  and  the  church,  which  had  been 
leaning  towards  Arminianism,  became,  almost  to  a  man, 
«ound  m  the  feith. 

Mr.  Woods'  connection  wilh  his  people  was  pleasant^ 
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harmonioQB  and  affectionate.  But  tiie  BooietVj  always  feeUe, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years  was  much  weakened  by  deaths 
and  removals  ;  and  from  year  to  year  an  arrearage  was  acca- 
mulatmg,  until  the  socie^  felt  unable  to  bear  or  remove  the 
burden.  The  Association  of  ministers  being  about  to  meet 
in  the  place,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  ask  the  advice 
of  a  council,  hoping  that  some  way  might  be  pointed  out  by 
which  help  mignt  be  obtained.  But  the  wisdom  of  wise 
men  fiuled.  There  was  then  no  benevolent  society  from 
which  aid  could  be  expected.  Mr.  Woods'  dismission  took 
place,  June  18232  and  was  to  the  people  venr  unexpected, 
and  manybeffan  unmediately  to  inquire,  "Why  do  you  let 
him  go  ? "  And  such  offers  were  made  relative  to  aid  in 
supporting  him  that  a  subscription  was  started,  which  was 
soon  fiUecU— the  numbers  subscribing  for  bis  support  being 
more  than  three  times  as  many  as  Imd  aided  in  supporting 
him  previous  to  his  dismission.  But  the  arreara^  stiU 
remained  unpaid,  and, /or  that  reason^  he  thought  it  his  duiir 
to  accept  a  call  irom  another  people.  The  house  in  which 
Mr.  Woods  was  ordained,  and  in  which  he  preached  with  but 
little  interruption  for  about  four  years,  was  built  by  pew 
holders,  but  was  controlled  by  the  town.  In  1817  ne  was 
laid  by  from  preaching,  by  ill  health,  for  about  a  year,  and 
other  denominations,  more  particularly  Universalists,  rushed 
in  and  claimed  the  right  to  occupy  whenever  they  pleased ; 
although  it  was  well  mown  that  the  house  was  built  by  and 
for  Congr^ationaUsts  and  that  they  owned  seven-eights  of 
the  pews.  This  led  the  Con^gational  church  and  society 
to  abandon  the  old  house  and  to  erect  a  new  one,  which  was 
dedicated  Oct.  20, 1819.  It  cost  $2,400.  This  house  was 
afterwards  removed  to  a  more  convenient  location  in  the  vil- 
lage^ where  it  is  now  occupied  hj  the  church  and  congregation. 
Smce  the  dismissal  of  Bev.  Mr.  Woods,  the  following  men 
have  been  installed  pastors  of  the  church :  Jubilee  Weuman, 
installed  Sept.  26,  1827,  dismissed  Feb.  15,  1837;  Amos 
Blanchard,  installed  Feb.  15, 1837.  dismissed  Dec.  10, 1839; 
James  W.  Perkins,  installed  March  4, 18^,  dismissed  Jan. 
30, 1846 ;  Robert  W.  Fuller,  installed  June  10, 1846,  dis- 
missed Oct.  24, 1850 ;  Harrison  0.  Howland.  installed  Jan. 
4, 1854.  When  Mr.  Wellman  commenced  nis  labors  here 
a  revival  immediately  followed,  as  the  fruits  of  which  29 
were  added  to  the  church.  In  1831-2  revivaJs  were  again 
enjoyed  under  his  ministry,  irom  the  fruits  of  which  48  were 
added  to  the  church.  If  we  except  the  year  1830,  additions 
to  the  church  were  made  annually  during  his  labors ;  amount- 
ing in  all  to  111,  but  few  of  whom  came  by  letter.    The 
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ehmch  was  very  much  Btrengthened  daring  the  ministry  of 
Mr.  Wdhnan.  A  revival  was  enjoyed  during  the  ministry 
of  Bev.  Mr.  Blanchard,  and  again  in  1842  during  the  min- 
istry of  Bev.  Mr.  Perkins.  Since  1842  no  revival  has  been 
enjoyed  here.  Five  members  of  this  church  have  entered 
the  ministry.  Present  number  of  the  church  is  125.  The 
pastor's  salary  is  9500. 


WILMOT.* 

The  Congregational  church  in  Wilmot  was  organized  Jan. 
ly  1829,  with  seven  members,  two  males  and  five  females,  all 
by  letter  from  neighboring  cnurches.  The  excellent  Bev. 
John  S.  Winter,  tnen  preaching  in  Danbury,  by  occasional 
visits  and  preacning^  in  Wilmot.  was  the  instrument  in  gath- 
.  ering  these  persons  into  a  churcn,  and  served  as  their  moder- 
ator for  several  years.  Baptists  and  others  were  found  here' 
had  churches  and  occasional  preaching.  This  church  existed 
without  a  pastor  until  about  1838,  with  only  occasional  and 
transient  supplies,  among  whom  was  Bev.  James  Hobart  for 
a  short  time.  In  1838  fiev.  John  Clark  was  elected  pastor, 
and  labored  with  good  success  among  them  until  1842. 

March  13,  1843,  Bev.  Nathan  Howard,  of  Andover,  was 
chosen  pastor  and  ordained  and  hired  to  supplj  their  pul- 
pits, one  year  at  a  time,  to  labor  one  half  the  time  with  the 
church  in  Andover,  and  the  other  half  in  Wilmot.  In  1849, 
Bev.  C.  W.  Bichaidson  was  employed  for  one  year  the  whole 
time,  and  labored  with  good  success.  For  two  years,  com- 
mencing May  1850,  Kev.  Beuben  KimbaU  supplied  this 
church  one  half^  and  since  1852  has  supplied  them  for  the 
whole  time  until  Dec.  1, 1855. 

This  church  has  no  parsonage  or  fimds.  They  are  scat- 
tered over  a  long  extent  of  territorv  north  and  south  among 
the  mountains  and  vallies,  are  hardy,  industrious  and  enter- 
prising^ but  not  wealthy.  They  prize  the  institutions  of  relig- 
ion as  indispensable  to  their  comfort,  and  can  raise  about 
9  200  for  the  support  of  the  gospel.  They  worship  in  two, 
and  sometimes  m  three  union  houses.  Contributions  to  be- 
nevolent objects  have  not  been  regular  or  abundant.  The 
whole  numoer  of  members  of  the  church  from  its  organiza- 
tion is  60— present  mumber  is  30.  Number  of  in&it  bap- 
tisms 38.  Baptisms  on  profession,  14.  Number  of  men 
fiimished  for  the  ministry  oy  the  town  is  three. 


•  SlMteh  67  Bar.  B.  Kinball. 
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Several  seatons  of  levival  have  been  enjoyed,  wUch  bave 
added  nnmben  to  this  and  to  other  chnrcaes  in  town.  In 
regard  to  intemperance^  morals  and  education,  and  goodoidw^ 
society  is  obviously  advancing.  But  the  influence  of  wtuw^ 
instead  of  independent  houses  of  worship,  is  decidedly  un&- 
vorable  to  the  progress  of  pure  Christianity  in  this  oomnm- 
nity,  insomuch  that  manv  citizens  seem  to  think  they  diseov* 
er  so  much  of  what  looks  to  them  like  religious  jealousy 
and  sectarian  strife,  that  they  stand  aloof  from  the  means 
of  grace — a  poor,  narrow  covering  for  any  neglect  of  duty  on 
their  part. 
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ACWORTH. 

ReT.  1^.  8.  Wriobt. 

The  town  of  Acworth  received  its  charter  in  the  year  1776. 
It  was  not  permanently  settled  until  the  summer  of  1778. 
The  first  town  meeting  was  held  March  12, 1771.  The  ear- 
ly settlers  of  the  town  were  principally  from  Londonderry,  in 
this  State,  and  from  Windham  and  Ashford,  in  Connecticut, 

The  present  Congr^ational  church  was  organized  March 
12, 177§.  The  day  was  observed  with  fastii^  and  prayer. 
Eight  persons,  having  subscribed  to  the  covenant,  were  duly 
constituted  in  the  church  relation,  by  the  assistance  of  Bev. 
BuMey  Olcott,  and  Rev.  George  "Wneaton.  The  names  of 
this  little  company  are  as  follows :  Henry  Silsby^  Thomas 
Putnam,  Samuel  Silsby,  Dean  Carleton,  Bethiah  Silsby,  Ra- 
chel Putnam,  Elizabeth  Silsby,  Anna  Cross.  In  1781,  a  plan 
of  church  government  was  adopted,  which  combines  a  mix- 
ture of  the  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  systems.  The  , 
only  feature  of  Presbyterianism  now  remaining,  relates  to 
matters  of  church  discipline.  The  pastor  and  deacons  con- 
stitute the  chim^h  session,  to  whom  difficulties  are  first  re- 
ferred and  decided,  unless  there  is  an  appeal  to  the  church; 
in  which  case,  the  Congr^tional  method'  is  pursued.  In 
many  instances,  the  practical  results  of  this  mixed  mode  of 
government  have  been  highly  conducive  to  the  peace  of  the 
church.  Difficulties,  which,  if  at  once  presented  before  the 
church  as  a  body,  would  have  produced  an  a^tation  for 
months  or  perhaps  years,  have  been  quietly  adjusted  in  a 
short  time. 

Rev.  Thomas  Archibald,  a  native  of  Londonderry,  and  a 
graduate  of  Cambridge  college,  was  the  first  settled  pastes. 
He  was  ordained  Nov.  11, 1789.  At  this  time,  the  church 
consisted  of  fifty  eight  members.  His  ministry  continued 
only  four  years,  and  during  this  period,  but  ten  were  added 
to  the  church.    He  was  dismissed  June  14, 1794 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1797,  ofter  iust  three  years,  Rev. 
John  Kimball  became  the  pastor  of  tnis  people.    He  was  a 
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native  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  graduate  of  Cambridge  college. 
His  theological  sentiments  were  regafded  as  somewhat  Ai- 
minian,  and  as  a  consequence,  many  of  the  prominent  points 
of  the  Calvinistic  system  were  in  a  measure  suppressed  m  the 

Jublic  preaching  of  the  Word.  From  all  we  can  learn  of  the 
abitual  character  of  his  j)reaching,  we  should  judge  that  it 
was  more  distinctly  practical  than  doctrinal,  and  tending 
more  to  the  proper  regulation  of  the  outward  life,  than  to  a 
deep  and  thorough  sense  of  the  utter  depravity  oi  the  heart, 
and  of  the  need  of  sovereim  grace,  as  the  only  ground  of  ac- 
ceptance with  God.  His  lators  however,  were  m  some  mea- 
sure blessed  to  the  people ;  and  a  mutual  attachment  sub- 
sisted between  pastor  and  people,  which  is  still  cherished  by 
a  few  survivors.  His  ministry  continued  sixteen  years.  Dur- 
ing this  time,  sixty  four  were  added  to  the  church.  He  suf- 
fered much  urom  bodily  infirmity  during  the  last  few  years 
of  his  ministry,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  disability  thus  oc- 
casioned for  the  full  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties,  he  was 
dismissed  by  mutual  consent.  May  4, 1813.  He  removed  to 
Littleton,  Ms.,  his  native  town,  whei*e  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  a  few  years  since. 

Soon  after  the  dismission  of  Rev.  Mr.  Kimball,  God,  in 
his  providence,  sent  to  this  people  a  pastor,  who  in  the  re- 
sult proved  to  be  one,  whose  mmistry  was  to  mould  the  re- 
ligious character  and  habits  of  the  people,  more  effectually 
than  any  which  had  preceded  it.  Tne  Eev.  Phineas  Cooke, 
having  been  converted  while  pursuing  the  study  of  the  law 
in  Eeene,  and  having  turned  his  attention  to  theology,  was 
licensed  to  preach  the  gospel,  by  the  Monadnock  Association, 
in  October,  1812.  In  July  1813,  he  was  invited  to  preadi 
in  this  place,  thp  previous  minister  having  just  been  dis- 
missed.  All  things  now  conspired  to  show  that  God  had 
raised  up,  and  qualified  this  devoted  servant  of  Christ,  for 
this  field  of  labor.  The  hearts  of  the  people  were  made 
ready  for  his  coming.  On  the  Sabbath  of  his  introduction 
here,  a  full  house  indicated  the  public  interest  in  the  stran- 
ger.   The  congregation  presented  an  unusual,  and  deeply 

hsk 


affecting  appearance.  More  than  half  were  clad  in  the  ! 
biliments  of  mourning.  The  spotted  fever  had  swept  away 
in  one  year,  sixty  six  persons,  out  of  a  population  of  only 
fourteen  hundred.  The  hearts  of  the  people  were  softened 
by  affiction ;  and  they  were  prepared  to  give  earnest  atten- 
tion to  the  instructions  of  the  pulpit.  The  sympathies  of 
the  afficted  soon  coalesced  with  ihose  of  the  messeneer  of 
mercy,  who  entered  the  abodes  of  suffering,  and  the  Souses 
of  mourning,  to  give  "beauty  for  ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for 
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mourning^  and  the  gannent  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heavi- 
ness." 

After  spending  fourteen  months  with  the  people,  Mr. 
Cooke  was  ordained  Sept.  7, 1814.  At  the  time  of  his  set- 
tlement, political  feeling  ran  so  hi^h,  that  it  well  nigh  coun- 
teracted the  effect  which  the  preacher's  labors  had  produced 
in  harmonizing  the  religious  feelings  of  the  people.  An  ora- 
tion which  Mr.  Cooke  had  delivered  in  Keene,  of  a  political 
nature,  had  been  published,  and  had  preceded  him  here. — 
And  though  published  before  his  conversion,  or  at*  least  be- 
fore he  conunenced  the  ministry,  the  old  leaven  still  per- 
vaded the  public  mind.  Consequently,  as  he  was  settled  bv 
vote  of  the  town,  political  parties  arrayed  themselves  much 
as  thoug;h  they  were  about  to  choose  a  political  magistrate. 
It  is  said,  that  the  moderator  could  not  declare  tlie  vote 
until  a  division  of  the  people  was  made,  one  party  passing 
to  the  right  hand  and  the  other  to  the  left.  At  length,  Mr. 
Cooke  was  chosen  minister  of  the  people,  by  a  majority  of 
only  one. 

The  ordination  services  were  held  on  a  platform  outside 
the  Meeting-house.  It  was  supposed,  that  more  than  twen- 
ty five  hundred  persons  were  present.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  Dr.  Seth  Payson  of  Kinc^,  from  (Jal.  4:  16, — 
"Am  I  become  your  enemy  because  1  tell  you  the  truth?" 
The  choice  of  the  people  was  soon  confirmed  by  a  special 
blessing  resting  upon  their  pastor's  labors.  At  the  first 
communion  in  October  following,  sixteen  persons  were  added 
to  the  church  by  a  public  profession.  For  three  successive 
years,  the  Holy  Spirit  continued  to  manifest  his  presence. 
Mr.  Cooke  remarks,  in  his  &rewell  sermon,  preached,  March 
8, 1829,  as  follows :  "  The  cloud  of  Divine  mercy  came  over 
us,  and  rested,  not  as  did  the  sun  in  Gibeon,  and  the  moon 
in  the  valley  of  Ajalon,  for  a  lengthened  day,  but  for  three 
whole  years.  0.  those  years  of  me  right  h£uid  of  the  Most 
High  1  My  soul  hath  them  still  in  remembrance."  During 
the  year  1815,  thirty  two ;  1816,  twenty  five ;  and  1817,  six- 
ty five  were  added  to  the  church.  In  the  year  1815,  on  the 
communion  Sabbath,  an  instance  of  the  force  of  Divine  truth 
when  accompanied  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  occurred,  which  is 
worthy  of  record.  The  communion  table  was  spread  with 
the  customary  emblems ;  and  several  persons  were  propound- 
ed for  admission  to  the  church  on  the  occasion.  The  house 
was  filled  with  attentive  souls.  When  the  text  was  an- 
nounced, "  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pass  by  ?"  a 
death-like  stillness  is  said  to  have  ensued.  The  whole  ser- 
vice, uid  the  whole  day  were  marked  with  unusual  solemni- 
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tj.  On  examining  candidates  for  the  church  afterwards, 
fourteen  individuals  referred  to  the  sermon  preached  on  that 
morning,  as  the  principal  cause  of  arresting  their  attention, 
A, long  revival  followed,  which  embraced  several  of  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  which  did  not  reach  its  height  until  the  win- 
ter of  1817.  Such  was  the  wonderful  result  of  the  outpour- 
ing of  the  Spirit  during  these  three  years  of  revival,  that  the 
church  which  had  numbered  only  seventy  members,  increased 
during  this  time  to  two  hundred  and  twelve. 

From  this  time,  until  the  ^ear  1826,  no  general  revival 
was  enjoyed.  In  October  of  this  year  a  work  of  grace  b^an, 
which  continued  until  the  spring  of  1827.  Not  far  from 
eighty  persons  expressed  hope,  of  which  number  forty  four 
were  added  to  the  church.  In  1821  a  new  and  commodious 
Meeting-house  was  built,  which  still  remains  in  its  primitive 
proportions  and  ample  dimensions.  Eev.  Mr.  Cooke  con- 
tinued to  be  the  pastor  of  the  church,  enjoying  the  confi- 
dence and  affection  of  the  people,  until  March  1829,  a  period 
of  fourteen  years  and  a  half  from  his  settlement. 

From  Acworth,  he  removed  to  Lebanon,  where  he  labored 
long  and  successfully.  He  was  dismissed  from  Lebanon,  in 
May  1848.  In  the  Allowing  month  he  removed  to  the  north 
parish  in  Amherst,  Ms.,  where  his  eldest  son  was  settled  in 
the  ministry.  He  was  almost  constantly  employed  by  va- 
cant churches  in  the  region.  His  last  sermon  was  preached 
in  the  First  parish,  in  Amherst,  where  he  had  been  supply- 
ing for  three  months.  After  an  illness  of  little  more  tnan  a 
month,  he  died  at  his  residence  in  North  Amherst,  April  28. 
1853,  at  half  past  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  perfect  resignation  ana 
peace.  Agreeably  to  his  request  his  remains  were  conveyed 
to  Acworth,  to  rest  among  the  people  of  his  former  chaiw. 
An  appropriate  monument  is  about  to  be  erected  to  me 
memory,  as  a  token  of  their  respect  and  esteem. 

Rev.  Moses  Grosvenor  was  settled  over  this  church  and 
society,  Oct  14,  1829.  His  ministry  continued  about  three 
years  and  a  half.  During  this  time,  a  revival  of  religion  oc- 
curred, which  resulted  in  the  hopeful  conversion  of  many  per- 
sons, some  of  whom  were  heads  of  families,  and  in  the  acces- 
sion to  the  church  of  some  who,  under  the  previous  ministry, 
had  failed  to  share  in  the  blessings  of  those  marked  and  pow 
erful  revivals.    He  was  dismissed  April  25, 1832. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Merrill,  formerly  of  Dracut,  Ms.  was  set- 
tled Oct.  16,  1833.  The  ministry  of  Mr.  Merrill  continued 
nearly  five  years,  during  which  period  he  was  fovored  with 
the  confidence  and  affection  of  the  people,  and  was  blessed 
with  an  interesting  work  of  grace.    The  revival  alluded  to 
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began  in  tiie  vae  of  the  ordinary  means  of  graoe,  with  the 
exception  of  a  church  visitation  and  a  four-days-meetin^, 
during  which  neighboring  brethren  were  invited  to  prea(£. 
The  closing  day  of  the  meeting  forty  or  fifty  persons  assem- 
bled in  the  town  house  for  religious  conversation  and  inquiry^ 
while  the  church  engaged  in  prayer.  Just  at  this  time,  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Burchard,  a  noted  evan^list  came  into  the  r^on. 
He  was  holding  a  meeting  at  Spnngfield^  Yt.^  about  twelve 
miles  distant.-  Many  c^the  peome,  in  the  ^low  of  their 
leligious  interest,  were  anxious  to  have  him  visit  this  place. 
He  accordingly  was  invited  to  come,  a  majority  of  the  cnurch 
voting  in  favor  of  his  coming.  When  he  came,  there  were 
some  who  were  not  satisfied  with  him.  Some  of  the  most 
substantial  members  of  the  church  stood  aloof.  They  felt 
that  they  could  not  conform  to  his  peculiar  measures.  But 
stilly  God  so  overruled,  that  the  work  of  grace  went  on,  and 
a  large  number  were  added  to  the  church.  In  a  letter  to 
the  present  pastor,  in  reference  to  the  labors  of  Mr.  Burchard 
here,  Mr.  Merrill  remarks  as  follows  :  ^^  I  should  judge  that 
some  became  Qhristians^  who  apparently  would  not  under 
ordinary  means.  Still  I  have  thought  that  we  should  have 
prospered  as  well  upon  the  whole,  u  we  had  ^ne  on  in  our 
own  way.  Some  have  attributed  my  dismission  to  his  labors 
in  Acworth  ;  and,  he  himself  was  apprehensive  of  it.  But, 
there  were  other  causes,  if  this  had  any  influence."  Mr. 
Merrill  was  dismissed  July  11, 1838. 

For  three  years,  the  church  was  without  a  pastor.  During 
tibis  time,  the  services  of  the  Sabbath  were  sustained  by  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  church,  when  without  a  stated 
gQpply.  Most  of  the  time  however,  ihe  pulpit  was  supplied. 
At  leogth  Kev.  Thomas  Edwards  was  settled,  Aug.  19, 1841. 
He  was  dismissed  Feb.  16, 1843.  The  organization  of  a 
Methodist  societjr  soon  after  Mr.  Edwards  commenced  his 
labors,  and  the  withdrawal  of  some  persons  from  the  Con- 
gregational church  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  themselves 
with  the  Methodists,  gave  rise  to  some  difficulties  in  regard 
to  church  order  and  discipline  ;  which,  together  with  other 
un&vorable  circumstances,  did  not  allow  the  pastor  to  remain 
long  enough  to  make  full  proof  of  his  ministry  among  the 
people,  fiev.  R.  W.  Fuller  followed  Mr.  Edwards  as  a  stated 
supply.  He  remained  about  two  years,  during  which  time 
there  were  quite  a  number  of  hopmd  conversions,  and  sev- 
eral additions  to  the  church. 

In  August  1845,  the  present  pastor,  Eev.  Edwin  S.  Wri^t, 
a  giaduate  of  Union  coil^,  commenced  his  labors.  Having 
preached  nineteen  Sabbaths,  he  received  a  unanimous  call  to 
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settle  among  them^  and  was  ordained  a&  pastor  Jan.  7, 1846. 
The  church  at  this  time  numbered  160  members,  and  a  gen- 
eral state  of  harmony  and  peace  existed.  In  August  1847, 
a  revival  of  reli^on  was  enjoyed,  which  resulted  in  about  forty 
hopeful  conversions.  Twenty  nve  of  this  number  were  added 
to  the  church  at  a  subsequent  period.  In  the  &11  of  1852 
the  church  was  visited  again  with  the  outpouring  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  in  still  greater  fullness  and  power.  This  revival 
extended  into  the  spring  of  1853.  It  was  marked  by  great 
stillness  and  solemnity.  No  special  means  were  empbyed 
except  such  as  were  consistent  with  the  increasing  demand  for 
meetings  of  religious  inquiry,  and  more  frequent  instruction 
in  social  meetings.  Occasional  preaching  was  also  enjoyed 
fit)m  neighboring  pastors.  Nearly  70  persons  indulged  hopes 
during  this  revival ;  and  41  were  added  to  the  cnurch  by 
the  public  profession  of  religion.  It  was  a  precious  seasoiL 
The  church  now  numbers  about  two  hundred  members.  The 
whole  number  of  members  who  have  been  added  to  the 
church  sinde  its  organization  is  693.  Comparing  the  num- 
ber added  during  ten  years  in  the  early  penod  of  the  church, 
with  the  number  added  for  the  last  ten  years,  we  find  that 
there  is  not  a  very  marked  difference.  The  population  of 
the  town  has  been  lessened  by  emigration,  within  a  few  years, 
but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  an  essential  difference  in 
the  comparative  result  of  religious  influence.  From  1807 
to  1817,  83  were  added  to  the  church.  From  1844  to  1854, 
104  were  added. 

The  whole  number  of  infant  baptisms,  since  the  church 
was  organized,^  is  1150.  The  sum  contributed  to  benevolent 
objects  has  averaged,  for  the  last  ten  years,  about  9225  an- 
nually. The  average  attendance  on  public  worship  in  the 
evangelical  churches,  is  not  &r  from  three  hundred  and  fifty. 
Of  this  number  the  average  attendance  upon  the  worship  of 
the  Congregational  church,  is  about  two  nundred  and  fifty. 
The  other  societies  are  feeble ;  and  neither  of  them  maintam 
constant  preaching.  The  proportion  of  the  population  of  the 
town  within  the  bounds  of  the  Congregational  parish,  is  about 
two  thirds.  Eight  persons  have  l«en  famish^  for  the  min- 
istry, firom  the  town,  since  the  church  was  organized,  most  ci 
whom  are  still  living,  and  occupying  important  fields  of  labor. 
The  church  has  enjoyed,  during  the  intervals  which  have  oc- 
curred between  the  several  pastorates,  the  labors  of  the  fol- 
lowing brethren,  as  stated  sunplies,  viz:  Messrs.  Charles 
Boyter,  Jonathan  Leavitt,  D.D;,  Abner  B.  Warner,  D.  S. 
Brainerd,  S.  D.  Darling,  R.  W.  Fuller,  Ezra  Jones.  In  the 
year  1842,  a  neat  and  commodious  parsonage  was  built ;  and 
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in  the  year  1845  tlie  Meetinff-honse  was  also  much  improved 
in  apfiearance  and  comfort,  by  the  cheerftil  contribntions  of 
the  people.  In  general,  we  may  characterize  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  as  peculiarly  enterprising  in  matters  of  religion. 
The  spirit  of  the  early  fathers  nas  teen  perpetuated  in  the 
children.  Perhaps  there  are  few  towns  in  the  State,  or  even 
in  New  England,  where  the  primitive  respect  for  the  minis- 
try, and  for  the  institutions  and  ordinances  of  religion,  has 
been  more  purely  preserved. 


CHARLESTOWN. 

Very  soon  after  the  first  settlement  was  made  in  the 
town,  a  small  church  was  organized,  and  on  the  same  day. 
Dec.  4,  1764,  Rev.  John  Dennis  was  ordained  and  installs 
as  their  pastor.    His  salary  was  £50  lawful  money,  to  be 

2ual  to  silver  at  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  ounce ; 
terwards  three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  were 
added.  So  great  were  the  fears  of  the  pe6ple  of  mvasion  by 
the  Indians  that  the  ordination  was  at  Northfield,  Ms.  Mr. 
Biennis  was  dismissed  by  an  ecclesiastical  council,  assembled 
at  Deerfield,  Ms.,  March  31, 1756.  For  four  or  five  years 
the  people  were  now  destitute  of  regular  preaching. 

On  the  14th  of  November  1760,  the  town  invited  Mr. 
Bulkley  Olcott  to  become  their  pastor.  He  was  ordained 
and  constituted  pastor  of  the  church  the  28th  of  May  1761. 
He  continued  his  connection  with  the  church  till  June  26th, 
when  he  was  removed  by  death.  At  this  time  the  church 
and  their  pastor  were  generally  considered  as  orthodox.  It 
is  recorded  of  him  that' he  was  respectable  in' talents,  accep- 
table as  a  preacher,  and  useful  as  a  pastor.  Aner  the 
decease  of  Mr.  Olcott,  the  people  held  no  meeting  for  nearly 
three  years.  And  during  a  period  of  seventeen  years  the 
parish  remained  destitute  of  the  stated  ministrations  of  the 
gospel.  During  the  latter  portion  of  this  period,  however, 
they  were  supplied  by  Rev.  Dan  Foster,  who  while  at 
Charlestown  declared  himself  a  Universalist,  and  wrote  a 
book  in  defence  of  that  system  of  belief.  He  closed  his 
labors  with  the  church  by  his  death  in  1809. 

His  successor  was  Rev.  Jaazaniah  Crosby,  D.D.,  who  was 
ordained  and  installed  Oct.  17,  1810,  and  has  continued  to 
fill  the  pastoral  office  until  the  past  year ;  a  colleague  has 
now  been  settled  with  him.  He  was  settled  as  an  orthodox 
minister,  but  afterwards  became  a  Unitarian.  In  conse- 
28 
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quence  of  this  change^  some  of  the  members  of  the  church 
withdrew  firom  his  ministrations.  Some  of  them  united 
with  the  church  in  Springfield,  Yt.,  and  others  with  the 
church  in  Acworth.  At  leo^h  these  persons,  together  witji 
others  residing  in  the  town,  who  were  members  of  other 
churches  in  the  vicinity,  were  organized  as  a  church  by  an 
ecclesiastical  council  Aug.  1,  1835.  It  consisted  of  23 
members ;  seven  males  and  16  females.  Much  opposition 
was  shown  to  this  movement.  Bev.  Joseph  Curtis  supplied 
them  about  one  year.  He  made  a  deep  impression.  The 
simple  truth  fell  with  power  from  his  lips.  Then,  after 
brief  supplies  from  several  individuals.  Rev.  John  C.  Wilder 
kbored  with  them  one  year.  In  September  1839,  a  Meet- 
ing-house was  finished  and  dedicated.  It  was  buUt  mainly 
by  the  liberality  of  the  neighboringchurches. 

In  September  1840  the  Kev.  J.  DeF.  Bichards  came,  by 
invitation,  to  labor  among  them.  There  were,  then  resid- 
ing in  the  town,  less  than  20  members  of  the  church  and 
omy  three  male  members.  But  during  that  autumn  Mr. 
Bichards  was  encouraged  amidst  seeming  difficulties. — 
Among  a  few,  there  was  evidently  a  spirit  of  prayer.  A 
small  number  were  hopefully  converted  and  were  received  as 
members  of  the  church.  The  conffre^tion  gradually 
increased,  till  the  latter  part  of  the  folbwmg  winter,  wh^ 
the  tokens  of  the  Divine  fiivor  became  mwifest.  in  his 
account  of  this  work  of  ^ace,  Mr.  Bichards  says,  ^^Profess- 
ors of  religion  were  greatfy  revived  and  encouraged,  and  sin- 
ners began  to  inquire  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved.  The 
result  was  a  very  happy  revival,  a  precious  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  the  fruits  of  which  were  some  25 
hopeftd  conversioAS." 

On  the  26th  of  May  1841,  Mr.  Bichards  received  ordi- 
nation and  was  installed  as  pastor  of  this  churcL  As  a 
salary  the  society  voted  that  a  minister  in  Charlestown 
oujght  to  receive  ^500,  and  the  use  of  a  parsonage.  But 
bein^  unable  to  give  this,  they  would  exert  themselves  to 
pay  ¥300,  and  would  apply  to  the  Missionary  Society  for 
$150.  They  obtained  from  that  society  but  9100.  Con- 
sequently Mr.  Bichards'  real  salary  was  about  %4f>0.  Qn  Ihe 
13th  of  June  of  the  same  year  19  were  admitted  into  the 
church.    Others  were  subsequently  added. 

In  the  fidl  of  1842  and  the  following  winter,  another  vis- 
itation of  God's  reviving  spirit  was  enjoyed.  ^^Christiaas 
were  greatly  quickened  and  animated,  and  were  led  to  hum- 
ble themselves,  to  confess  their  sins,  and  to  consecrate 
themselves  to  God  more  entirely.    From  the  first,  there  was 
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evidently  manifested  a  spirit  of  prevailing  prayer,  and  a  wil- 
Ungness  to  labor  and  make  sacrifices  for  the  canse  of  Chrisf 
Twenty  five  or  more  were  hopefully  converted.  A  lai^ 
majority  of  these  were  adult  persons  and  heads  of  families. 
In  quite  a  number  of  instances,  the  husband  and  vdfe  became 
the  subjects  of  saving  grace  at  me  same  time.  In  ten  houses, 
fiunily  worship  was  established.  Twenty  four  were  added 
to  the  church — 19  on  profession  of  their  faith,  and  five  by 
letter.  During  th6  first  three  years  of  Mr.  Richards'  minis- 
try 15  children  were  dedicated  to  God  in  baptism.  Mr. 
Richards  continued  his  faithful  labors  with  the  church  and 
people  till  October  14, 1851,  when,  by  his  own  request,  he 
was  dismissed  from  his  pastoral  relation  by  a  mutual  councO, 
who  cordially  recommended  him  to  the  churches  of  our  Lord, 
as  an  able  and  faithM  minister  of  the  gospel.  He  has  since 
been  settled  in  Chester,  V t.,  amid  the  smuings  of  a  ^raciouf 
Qody  among  peo^e  whom  he  loves  and  by  whom  he  is  loved. 

Nov.  8, 1851,  Rev.  Worthington  Wright  came,  by  invita- 
tion^ to  labor  with  them  for  a  season.  March  4, 1852,  he 
received  a  call  to  become  their  pastor.  He  accepted  it,  and 
was  installed  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month ;  his  salary, 
nominally,  was  J  500,  but  really,  in  view  of  the  weak  state 
of  the  society,  f  450*  9150of  wmchhe  has  received  firom  the 
K.  H.  Missionary  Society.  The  number  attending  pubUc 
worship  on  the  Sabbath  is  usually,  in  good  weather,  from 
80  to  100.  The  resident  members  of  the  church,  when  Mr. 
Wright  commenced  his  labors,  were  in  number  47.  Twenty 
three  have  since  been  received.  But  in  consequence  of 
deaths  and  removals,  the  present  number  of  resident  mem* 
bers  is  56.  The  whole  number  of  members  of  the  church, 
from  its  organization  in  1837  to  the  present  time,  is  134. — 
No  baptisms  of  children  were  recorded  previous  to  Mr.  Rich- 
ards' settlement.  Since  that  time  the  whole  number  is  40. 
The  amount  contributed  yearly  for  benevolent  objects  ii 
about  950.  The  number  who  attend  public  worship  in 
evangelical  churches  (though  accuracy  is  impossible)  does 
not,  probably,  exceed  one-seventh  part  of  the  population  of 
the  town.  The  proportion  of  the  population  embraced  in 
this  parish  may  be  one-tenth ;  that  is,  m  reference  to  fitmilies. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wright  who,  aided  by  the  former  pastor,  pre- 
pared this  history,  was  dismissed,  amid  many  regrets, 
through  feilure  of  his  health,  Oct.  23,  1855.  The  moral 
influence  of  this  church  in  the  town  has  been  very  great 
and  very  good,  and,  with  faithfulness  and  fidth  in  its  mem- 
bers, it  mil  witness  ^^  greater  things  than  these."  AH 
opposition  to  truth  must  fiule  away,  even  while  it  /anoie9 
itself  strong. 
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Geoige  III.  ^^by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  ^Hnurtj  and 
beloved  Benning  Wentworth,  Esq./'  chartered  this  town 
Oct.  26, 1764.  At  the  second  town  meeting,  less  than  four 
years  afterwards,  two  ^^Titheingmen''  and  two  ^^Dear 
Keeves''  were  chosen, — the  business  of  the  latter  bein^  the 
preservation  of  peace  among  the  hunters,  and  of  the  former 
the  preservation  of  order  and  wakefulness  in  time  of  saered 
worship.  May  9,  1771,  a  lawful  assembly  was  holden,  "rf 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town"  which  had  for  its  sole  business 
the  calling  of  a  minister.  For  this  measure  nineteen  votes 
were  given  and  the  names  are  on  the  record,  as  are,  also, 
three  names  in  the  negative.  A  committee  was  chosen  ^'to 
apply  to  Mr.  Elijah  Parsons,  but  if  he  fails,  to  apply  to  Dr. 
Wneelock  for  advice." 

Pecember  10,  of  the  same  year,  a  legal  town  meeting 
gave  ^^Mr.  Geor^  Wheaton  a  call  to  settle  in  the  work  <n 
the  gQspd  mimstry,  agreeable  to  the  Congregational  or 
Oambridge  Pla^orm"  They  voted  him  a  settlement  ai^ 
a  salary.  Mr.  Wheaton's  teply  is  replete  with  evidence  of 
his  piety  and  fitness  for  the  noly  work.  But  brief  was  1^ 
day.  He  was  settled  Feb.  19, 1772.  and  died  in  his  native 
town,  Mansfield,  Conn.,  June  24.  or  the  next  year,  aged  22 
years.  He  restored  the  ri^ht  ot  land  to  the  town,  which 
they  had  ^ven  him,  and,  mough  it  never  became  of-  great 
value  to  tnem,  the  fact  showed  his  purity  of  motive.  They 
also  voted  that  a  monumeht,  at  their  expense,  be  erected  at 
his  place  of  burial    Every  remembrance  of  him  is  sweet. 

Rev.  Augustine  Hibbard  was  settled  here  Oct.  19,  1774, 
and  dismissed  in  1785.  He  was  appointed  £100  for  a 
settlement,  and  £75  lawful  money  as  a  salary.  Considera- 
ble division  of  feeling  existed  soon  after,  in  reference  to  the 
place  where  a  Meeting-house  should  be  built.  Mr.  Hibbard's 
settlement  money  was  not  paid  for  several  years,  nor  were 
the  arrearages  of  his  salary  paid  till  after  his  dismission,  and 
a  suit  in  law  had  brought  an  execution  against  the  town. — 
Time  after  time,  collectors  were  appointed  by  the  town  to 
^ther  up  the  remaining  "rates"  on  this  score.  But  what 
IS  said  about  the  oppressiveness  of  the  laws  at  that  period  is 
seen  to  be  vain  by  the  following  fact :  After  a  committee 
had  m^e  an  investigation  and  found  that  £  100  were  due 
the  pastor,  "Voted,  in  a  lawful  toum  meetina,  "that  the 
town  pay  the  above  sum,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  and  te 
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oost,  and  that  the  Ctyngregational  inMbikmtabe  assesk  there- 
for." None  were  compelled  to  pay  for  preaching  which 
they  did  not  bdieve,  and  he  who  wishes  to  pay  for  none  is 
Qflually  jNToflted  by  none.  Baptists  we^e  found  at  this  time 
li^re  to  some  extent,  and  the  town  decided  that  they  should 
^^pay  know  more  rat^  to  the  Congr^ational  order  for  the 
fewter/'  Dec.  6,  1785,  thus  summarily  is  the  pastoral 
relation  disposed  of  in  a  regular  town  meeting:  ^^  Voted  to 

S'lve  the  Bev.  Augustine  Hibbard  a  dismisfflon  &om  his 
hurch,  and  Becommendation  as  a  Gospel  Minister."  A 
committee  was  chosen, /i/ier  this  vote,  to  meet  "the  dismiss* 
ing  council  on  the  28,  day  of  Dec.  instant,''  at  which  time 
the  relation  was  again  dissolved.  The  town  kindly  exemp- 
ted his  TOoperty  £rom  taxation  while  he  continued  to  reside 
here.    He  subsequenj;ly  went  to  Canada,  entered  secular 

J)ursmts  in  which,  for  many  years,  he  did  not  honor  his  pro- 
fession of  love  to  God.  He  died  December  1831.  Terrors 
and  thick  darkness  covered  him  for  a  time,  in  view  of  his 
dereliction  from  duty,  out  of  which  he  came  into  joyful  hope 
in  Christ  in  his  last  days. 

Bev.  John  Tappan  was  settled  here  Mardh  9,  1796. — 
Barnes  of  Hillsborough  and  Barnard  of  Amherst  were  on  the 
eouncil ;  also.  Haven  and  Fisher  within  the  present  limits 
of  the  county,  and  Shuttlesworth  from  Windsor,  Vt.  He 
records  the  names  of  eight  bretiiren  "in  frdl  communion"  as 
Totinff  for  him.  The  town  nominalli^  concurred  with  the 
chium  in  his  settlement,  Congregationalists  alone  voting 
and  paying  money  for  his  support.  Through  his  influence 
the  church  placed  upon  her  records  in  May  1796  the  vote 
that  "if  parents  could  see  their  way  clear  to  own  the  cove- 
nant and  nave  their  children  baptized  and  not  partake  of  the 
liord's  Supper,  they  should  have  the  privilege."  This  privi- 
lege was  never  improved,  however,  to  any  great  ex|0nt.  A 
sinde  instance  of  admission  to  "mU  communion"  from  this 
\mS  way  consecration  is  apparent.  Mr.  Tappan's  ministry 
was  not  peaceftQ.  His  views  were  not  consonant  with  those 
of  many  members  of  the  diurch.  He  was  dismissed  in  Sep- 
tember 18Q2.  Seven  members  were  added  during  his  min- 
iBtnr.  His  membership  was  transferred  to  this  church  when 
he  became  its  pastor,  but,  painful  as  is  the  &ct,  it  ceased 
the  year  followi^  his  dismission. 

He  rt^nained  in  town  through  life.  He  entered  mercan- 
tile business  and  amassed  wealth.  He  died  Oct.  1, 1837, 
^ed  68.  He  was  a  native  <^ East  Kingston  and  agraduate 
<«  Harvard  in  1790.    He  was  a  man  of  great  energy  in  busi- 
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Bev.  Elijah  Brainerd  was  invited  in  1803,  for  one  year,  to 
^'oflBciate  as  pastor,"  by  the  church  and  society.  He  was 
eminently  a  working  man.  He  brought  up  the  church  to  a 
new  life.  A  new  covenant  cmd  articles  of  faith  were  pro- 
posed by  him  and  adopted,  for  the  reason  that  those  in  use 
were  not  "definite  and  regularly  expressed."  He  says, 
'^from  this  transaction  our  children  may  read  and  know 
how  we  manage  church  discipline."  Beneath  this  covenant 
stand  the  names  of  16  men  and  20  women,  placed  theie 
Julv  20,  1804,  with  the  name  of  their  minister  at  the  head 
of  the  list,  all  of  whom  have  passed  from  mortal  scenes. — 
His  health  was  feeble.  He  labored  here  two  years — ^seven 
were  admitted  to  church  privileges  by  him. 

The  church  was  now  in  a  better  condition  than  at  any 
previous  time.  It  has  no  records  previous  to  1796.  An 
aged  deacon,  fifteen  years  ago,  remarked  that  the  church 
was  organized  about  1772,  and  in  1775  it  contained  about 
35  members  and  the  population  was  523.  In  1806  a  regu- 
lar Congregational  Society  was  organized  which  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1815. 

Bev.  Stephen  Farley  became  the  pastor  of  the  churdi 
Dec.  24,  1806,  and  continued  until  April  31. 1818.  Ninety 
four  persons  were  added  to  the  church — of  whom  more  than 
one-half— 49 — ^wera  added  in  the  memorable  year  1816. — 
Mr.  Farley  was  a  man  of  gentlemanly  bearing,  of  pleasant 
address,  of  considerable  talent,  but  never  of  hi^-toned 
orthodo^.  During  his  ministry  the  congregation  was  lai^, 
and  the  Meeting-house  was  enlarged  f^ter  the  manner  of  um 
old  North  at  Concord. 

In  1815-16  a  revival  of 'great  interest  occurred*  Several 
lay  brethren  were  very  active  in  it,  among  whom  was  one  Dea. 
Furgerson  from  Vershire,  Vt.  The  pastor  was  not  aware  of 
the  beginning  of  this  gracious  work.  Bev.  Broughton  White 
was  in  town,  and  Mr.  Farley  said  to  him  in  replv  to^  some 
inquiries,  that  no  special  interest  existed  among  his  people. 
But  Mr.  White  went  with  Dea.  Furgerson  to  an  evening 
meeting  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Lewis  Perry,  and. 
tiiough  the  evening  was  rainy,  two  large  rooms  were  filled 
with  people.  Mr.  Wbite  opened  the  meeting  and  read  the 
Scriptures.  The  deepest  solemnity  was  manifest  amid  sob- 
bings and  tears.  Dea.  Furgerson  was  AiU  of  the  strong  doc- 
trines of  God's  word  which  had  never  been  abundantly  pre- 
sented by  any  preacher  in  town.  The  opposition  was  fierce, 
but  the  victory  great.  Forty  nine,  mostly  by  profession, 
entered  the  church.  Mr.  Farley  made  a  pubhc  confession 
of  his  fear  that  he  never  possessed  spiritual  life,  but  he  was 
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neTer  fuUj  reconciled  to  his  sitnation  afterwards,  and  many 
in  the  church,  especially  the  new  converts,  called  for  a  more 
pon^nt,  earnest  utterance  of  trutL  Puritanism  was  not 
mhim. 

Mr.  Farley  became,  openly,  a  Unitarian  not  long  after  leav- 
ing the  place.  Hepreached,  while  a  minister  here,  two  strong 
sermons  against  Universalism  which  were  printed  ;  he  has 
within  a  few  years  spent  a  Sabbath  in  town,  preaching  t# 
tlmt  society  in  the  utmost  harmony.  He  lefb  the  people 
unsettled  in  their  religious  views  and  exposed  to  further  divi- 
sions. The  latter  part  of  his  ministry  had  been  a  scene  of 
trial,  growing,  very  much,  out  of  nis  laxity  of  doctrinal 
belief.  Several  prominent  men  became  vexed  with  the  divi- 
sions in  the  church,  but  still  more  with  the  earnest  labor  of 
a  few  therein  to  maintain  the  tmth^  left  the  sodety,  and 
sought  a  home  in  other  religious  associations. 

Kev.  J.  Nye  was  introdu^  to  the  church  in  1820,  but  it 
was  not  until  after  several  months  that  they  could  be  prevailed 
upon  by  the  Society  to  accept  him.  He  was  installed  June 
6, 1821.  A  presentiment  filled  many  hearts  that  prayed 
much,  against  nis  being  pastor  here.  He  was  settled.  His 
ministry  was  never  a  qmet  one.  Many  cases  of  discipline 
were  up,  one  against  a  member  for  saying,  ^^  Mr.  Nye  was  no 
more  fit  to  preach  than  Judas."  The  a^  always  speak  of 
those  as  days  of  sorrow.  Yet  Mr.  Nye  was  an  imposing  per- 
sonage, solemn,  and  very  tender  on  Ameral  occasions,  but 
without  that  secret  unction  which  gave  him  the  confidence 
(tf  pious,  devout  hearts.  He  was  dismissed  April  1828.  He 
never  exercised  the  ministry  afterwards.  He  entered  poHti- 
tel  Ufe  but  never  became  popular.  In  a  time  of  interest  in 
1842,  he  was  moved,  wept,  and,  before  a  large  assembly, 
tpoke  a  few  solemn  words  m  reference  to  our  fearftd  account 
in  the  next  life.  He  is  said  to  have  died  at  the  West.  Fif- 
ty were  added  to  the  church  in  this  ministry. 

It  is  difficult  to  set  forth  the  true  situation  of  things  at 
this  juncture  in  this  history.  Religion  was  low  in  its  vital 
energies,  and  had  be^n,  for  many  years,  throughout  the  town. 
Even  the  great  excitement  of  1816  was  perverted  to  embit- 
ter many  against  revivals,  and  the  want  of  pungency  in  the 
preaching  which  had  been  enjoyed,  during  most  of  the  past 
iiistory  of  the  town,  had  strengthened  the  enmity  of  a  multi- 
tude against  fitithmlness  in  the  exhibition  of  truth  in  the 
house  of  Qod,  These  iniiuences  were  not  confined  to  this  so- 
ciety. Mr.  Barber,  the  incumbent  in  the  West  Episcopal  par- 
ish firom  1775  to  1818,  was  not  a  man  of  the  Bishop  uriswold 
school  of  earnest  piely .    His  influence,  for  more  than  forty 
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years,  was  nothing  more  elevating  than  that  of  the  mm  who 
were  his  cotemporaries  in  this  field.  He  at  length  weirt 
home — to  mother  Borne.  The  Baptists  and  Methraists  had 
done  something,  but  their  influence  was  as  vet  quite  limited 
over  the  mass  of  the  people.  Mr.  Howe,  of  jdeasant  mmio- 
ry,  came  here,  but  severe  contentions  arose  between  the  par- 
ishes of  Union  and  Trinity  churches,  so  that  his  labors  were 
Siuch  hindered. 

At  this  time,  among  the  unconverted  men  in  this  parish, 
a  peculiar  hatred  against  ;nen  &om  the  ^^Andover  Mill" 
existed.  Thejr  openly  avowed  their  purpose  to  secure  a  lil>- 
eral  preacher  in  the  Congr^tionaT  church.  And  in  the 
autumn  of  1828.  Mr.  Moses  Thomas,  a  Unitarian,  was  em- 
ployed, and,  on  the  proposition  to  settle  him,  eighty  six  votes 
were  cast  b}r  r^ular  members  of  the  society,  of  which  Mr. 
Thomas  received  42  against  44.  The  little  church,  however, 
stood  firm.  Th&y  watted  on  Ood.  They  seemed  near  ruin. 
Gknl  interposed. 

In  January  1829,  Bev.  Elijah  Paine  came  among  this  peo- 
ple. The  church  knew  nothing  of  him.  The  committee  of 
the  sodehr  learned  he  was  ^^  not  fix)m  Andover,''  and  ibeA 
was  a  sumcient  commendation.  All  haste  was  xnade  to  set- 
tle him.  The  church  reluctantly  concurred.  He,  at  first, 
preached  on  general  topics,  but,  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
plainly  and  eloquentl;^  uttered  the  ^*  whole  counsel  of  God," 
especially  as  to  practical  godliness.  The  Lord  revived  ms 
work.  All  over  town,  meeting  were  held  often  and  attend- 
ed fully.  In  the  most  affectionate  and  tender  manner  did 
the  preacher  touch  the  minds  of  children,  and  many  youns 
persons  came  into  the  Mnsdom  of  God.  In  the  years  1830 
and  1831  there  were  added  more  than  100  memliers  to  the 
church,  and  about  120  in  his  pastorate  of  four  and  a  half 
years.  In  this  work  deep  interest  was  shown  by  the  deacoBS 
of  the  church,  Mei^  Stevens,  J.  Whitcomb,  Josiah  Stevens, 
If  OSes  Wheeler,  and  Afaijah  Severance,  who,  with  their  wives, 
performed  mucn  effective  labor.  \ 

In  the  spring  of  1833,  Mr.  Paine  was  broken  in  health  and 
spirits ;  a  debt  of  9400,  which  he  owed  when  he  came  to  Urn 
place,  ffave  him  some  soUeitude.  He  needed  time  and 
meims  m  recruiting  his  strength  after  his  peculiar  labors. 
The  diarm  that  was  in  his  woras  in  the  time  of  refreshing 
had  passed  away,  in  the  view  of  many ;  and,  for  want  of  pa- 
tience both  on  hu  part  and  on  that  of  the  P^I^l^^  tmd  be- 
cause of  some  dissatisfaction,  he  asked  a  ^smission  at  a 
church  meeting,  in  May,  1833.  Says  an  eye-witness :  ^^  The 
scene  was  affecting."    It  was  known  that  oj^xmtion  to  him 
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ezigted,  and  that,  for  that  reason,  he  presented  the  reqpest. 
The  lambs  of  the  flock  were  there.  Many  eyes  were  sninised 
with  tears.  Five  only  voted  to  grant  the  request.  A  oonn- 
cil  was  called,  which  diid  not  dismiss  him.  He  remained  un- 
til November  14  follovring.  He  then  went  to  West  Boylston, 
Ms.,  saw  the  tokens  of  Good's  reviving  power,  and,  after  a 
few  ^ears,  went  to  his  heavily  home.  He  shines  a  bright 
star  in  the  paMy  and  the  fvitwre. 

This  ministry  sifted  the  people.  Its  light  was  too  bright 
to  allow  men  to  remain  uncommitted.  In  the  midst  of  the 
revival  of  1830,  when  more  than  fifty  had  just  experienced 
the  g^ace  of  Gk)d,  one  article  in  the  warrant  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  society  was.  ''  to  jfoe  if  they  would  dissolve 
Uie  pastoral  relation.''  And,  just  after  the  call  of  Mr.  Paine, 
many  saw  the  true  character  of  his  preaching,  and  prepared 
a  protest  to  present  to  the  council  against  nis  settlement, 
but,  having  voted  for  the  call,  they  saw  no  reasons  they  coula 
offer  to  sustain  their  oppositicm,  and  concluded  to  be  silent. 
After  the  revival,  many  joined  the  Universalists,  and  others, 
at  the  close  of  his  mimstry,  who  were  desirous  he  should  re- 
Qiain,  went  to  the  Episoojpal  society,  and  have  been  its  most 
efficient  supporters.  Durmg  this  ministry,  the  churdi  took 
decided  ground  in  &vor  of  temperance,  and  resolved,  in  ad- 
mitting Aiture  members,  to  require  a  pledge  of  total  absti- 
nence &om  strong  drink  except  as  a  medicine. 

Rev.  Tertius  D.  Southworth  was  settled  here  June  17, 
1834— dismissed  July  19,  1838,  to  take  effect  at  the  close  of 
the  month.  In  February  1836  the  present  house  of  wor- 
ship was  finished  and  dedioated,  and  considerable  religious 
interest  was  manifested  during  this  and  the  previous  year. — 
During  lus  ministry  75  were  added  to  the  church.  He  was 
m  clear^  sound  preacher,  and  many  of  those  who  wished 
Mr.  Fame's  removal  because  they  wanted  '^strong  meat," 
now  bitterly  complained  that  thev  got  nothing  eke. — 
Mr.  Burchard,  who  was  in  the  neighboring  dburches  as  a& 
evangelist,  Mr.  Southworth  conscientiously  opposed.  Great 
excitement  prevailed.  A  young  people's  meeting  was  at 
length  set  up^  with  the  best  intentions,  no  doubt,  at  first. 
But  irregularities  crept  in,  such  as  visions,  and  conversatiooB 
with  departed  saints.  The  result  was.  in  184D,  under  the 
present  pastor,  the  suspension  from  fellowship  oi  27  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  many  of  whom  had  been  esteemed  devo* 
tedly  pious.  Thejr  formed  a  ^^ covenant"  which  the  church 
examined  and  decided  to  be  inconsistent  for  its  members  to 
subscribe ;  and  the  committee  tiiat  were  soit  to  labor  ^^to 
reclaim  such"  as  had  signed  it,  reported  that,  ^^some  sup- 
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poeed  they  cotdd  keep  both  covenantB;  a  laim  majority, 
tiowever,  acknowledged  their  inconsistency  and  admitted 
the  decision  of  the  cnurch  to  be  correct,  but  all  were  agreed 
to  adhere  to  the  new  covenant,  and  the  church  must  do  with 
them  as  they  flaw  fit/'  Their  own  leading  members  were 
present  and  said  they  thought  it  would  be  better  for  all, 
that  the  sejsaration  should  then  take  place.  It  is  a  question 
whether  this  vast  loss  to  the  strength  of  the  church  might 
not  have  been  prevented,  either  by  giving  better  opportuni- 
ties at  first  for  the  religious  feeling,  which  was  deep,  to  have 
spent  itself  in  appropriate  labors,  or  by  admitting  the  long 
sought  evangelist  into  the  field.  But  of  one  thing  there  can 
be  no  doubt :  Mr.  8outhworth  did  independently  what  he 
believed  to  be  duty — ^itself  a  high  commendation.  Mr. 
Southworth  was  for  many  years  pastor  of  Dr.  Emmons* 
church  in  Franldin,  Ms. 

The  present  pastor,  Bev.  Bobert  F.  Lawrence,  began 
preaching  here  tne  first  Sabbath  in  November  1838 — ^was 
mstalled  January  16, 1839.  The  people  were  in  deep  afflic- 
tion. But  Qod  put  forth  his  arm.  A  time  of  revival  occur- 
red which  brought  more  than  40  into  the  church  the  first 
and  second  years.  Again,  in  1842,  the  Spirit  was  poured 
out  in  connection  with  union  meetings,  and  the  churches^ 
uniting,  were  all  blessed — 43  came  from  the  world  into  this 
church.  In  1853  another  season  of  interest  brought  24  hj 
pro£e^ion  into  this  fold  of  Christ ;  271  have  been  added  in 
these  seventeen  years — by  letter  123,  and  on  profession  of 
fiuth  148.  The  present  number  is  not  far  from  200.  Sala- 
ly  J625,— JTOOfor  two  years  past. 

Twelve  or  more  places  for  the  open  sale  of  strong^  drink 
were  here  seventeen  years  ago,  now  the  open  sale  is  seeA 
nowhere.  In  the  struggle  for  progress  here^  the  pastor  hasf 
cordially  united  and  been  fiiithfmly  sustamed.  Letters, 
mailed  abroad^  petty  injuries  to  his  estate,  and  the  firing  ik 
shot  into  the  door  of  his  dwelling,  deterred  him  not  from  en- 
treating his  fellow  citizens  to  banish  intemperance  from  amon^ 
them.  An  illustration  of  the  variety  of  views  entertained 
respecting  his  addresses  on  this  subject  in  former  years,  may 
not  be  out  of  place  here :  One  man  said  of  one  of  his  most 
earnest  efforts,  that  ^4t  could  not  be  endured;''  another, 
who  was  no  enthusiast,  (Hon.  Gfeo.  B.  Upham,)  said,  ^4t 
seemed  to  me  one  of  the  best  addresses  on  the  subject  to 
which  I  ever  had  the  pleasure  of  listening.'' 

There  have  been  twelve  men  frimished  from  this  churdi 
for  our  ministrv — (leorge  Fareo,  David  Wright,  Manning 
Ellis,  Henry  tfones,  James    McEwen,  Seth  FamsworUi, 
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Sitnon  Gtoss,  Heniy  Cfaapin,  Edwaid  Greeley,  Ira  Cage, 
Joseph  Rowell,  Lyman  Wnite — the  last  five  having  become 
pioas  during  this  pastorate.  Not  &r  from  570  names,  in 
the  aggregate,  are  on  the  record,  and  those  who  were  mem- 
bers in  the  twenty  five  years  of  which  we  have  no  record  may 
safely  be  reckoned  sufficient  to  carry  the  total  above  600. — 
In&nt  baptisms — 202  before,  and  133  during  this  pastorate. 

A  Umversalist  society  is  found  here  of  considerable 
strength.  Two  Episcopal  churches,  one  nearly  coeval  in  its 
origin  with  this  church,  number  175  communicants — Rev. 
Henry  Smith,  and  Bt.  Bev.  Bishop  Carleton  Chase,  D.D., 
rectors;  Baptist  church,  194 — Bev.  0.  Ayer,  pastor;  Meth- 
odist, 283 — Bev.  F.  A.  Hewes,  pastor.  So,  nearly  one- 
fifth  of  the  inhabitants,  allowing  the  pious  who  are  not 
members  to  oflSset  non-resident  members,  profess  piety — a 
^reat  advance  on  early  days.  In  1820,  with  ^90  inhab- 
itants, the  friends  of  Christ  were  less  than  300 — not  one- 
seventh  of  the  population. 

Sad  news  for  this  church  arrests  the  pen  of  the  writer  of 
this  history:  the  oldest  deacon  of  the  church,  Jonathan 
Whitcomb  is  no  more.  His  end  is  peace.  After  the  solemn 
services  of  installation  were  over,  seventeen  years  ago,  he 
Ihet  the  pastor,  took  his  hand,  and,  with  that  earnest,  sol- 
femn,  kind  expression  of  countenance,  which  those  who  knew 
him,  will  readily  recall,  said,  "And  now  I  wish  you  to 
remember  that  you  have  my  affections  and  confidence  until 
I  tell  you  to  the  contrary."  From  that  moment  the  pastor's 
heart  reposed  entire  confidence  in  him,  and  he  has  not  been 
disappointed.  Many  such  steadfast  spirits  are  here,  and 
others  are  with  our  d^)arted  brother  t(Miay,  in  Paradise. — 
The  pastor  and  his  wife  and  many  hearts  have  them  in  sweet 
remembrance. 

'  A  happy  fellowship  exists  between  the  churches  here — 
the  Baptist,  Methooist  and  Congregational  pastors  often 
ezchangmg  pulpits. 


COENISH. 

Bev.  khVkR  Spaulbiso. 


Cornish  was  chartered  June  1st,  1763.  The  ancestors  of 
some  of  the  proprietors  and  first  settlers  came  from  Cornish, 
England,  ana  hence  its  name.  As  required  to  do.  the  pro- 
prietors laid  out  200  acres  of  land  for  the  church  ot  Engltmd. 
200  for  the  society  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel^  ana 
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200  for  the  first  settled  minister.  The  proprietors,  who  were 
puritans,  made  ample  provision  in  grants  of  land  for  the  sap- 
port  of  the  gospel  nunistry  dissenting  from  the  church  of 
England.  At  their  first  meeting  after  the  survey  and  divi- 
sion of  Cornish  into  lots,  they  ''  voted  that  there  be  at  least 
150  acres  of  good  land  laid  out  in  Cornish  and  set  apart 
towards  supporting  a  dissenting  minister  of  the  gospel  in 
said  town."  They  aLso  voted  at  a  subsequent  meetii^,  ^^  to 
give  the  town  1000  acres  as  good  land  as  then  remained 
undivided,  to  enable  them  to  settle  and  maintain  a  dissenting 
gospel  minister  among  them." 

Settlements  commenced  in  1765.  In  1767,  the  town 
numbered  thirteen  fiimilies.  Measures  were  now  taken  to 
settle  a  minister.  April  8, 1768,  Bev.  James  Wellman  of 
Sutton,  Ms.  was  called  to  become  their  minister.  Several 
of  the  families  were  from  the  same  place,  and  while  resident 
in  Sutton  belonged  to  his  congregation,  and  therefore  desired 
that  he  should  b€KX)me  their  pastor.  He  was  to  receive  200 
acres,  the  right  of  the  first  minister,  and  400  of  the  1000 
above  granted^  for  a  settlement,  and  for  a  salary^  £  40  the 
first  year,  to  mcrease  until  it  rose  to  £  60  English  money. 
Bev.  Mr.  Wellman  immediately  moved  with  his  family  to 
Cornish.  The  citizens  of  Windsor,  Vt.  united  with  Cornish 
in  this  effort,  with  the  agreement  that  he  should  preach  one- 
third  of  the  time  in  mndsor ;  and  that  one-tnird  of  his 
salary  the  first  five  years  should  be  raised  there.  A  council 
of  churches,  Sept.  29,  1768,  here  organized  a  church  called 
the  Congregational  church  of  Comiui  and  Windsor,  consist- 
ing of  ten  members,  six  of  Cornish  and  four  of  Windsor, 
and  installed  Bev.  James  Wellman  as  minister  and  pastor  of 
the  church  and  towns  of  Cornish  and  Windsor.  The  churcli 
was  formed  under  a  covenant  without  any  articles  of  &ith. 
The  covenant  consisted  in  the  confession  of  guilt  and  inabil- 
ity to  do  that  which  is  acceptable  to  God, — the  profession  of 
their  belief  in  the  Christian  religion,  as  revealed  in  the  Scrip- 
tures,— ^in  the  Scriptures  as  the  woid  of  Gk)d,— the  ackno^- 
edgment  of  their  ooligations  to  glorify  God  by  a  holjr  and 
ri^teous  life, — the  consecration  of  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren to  God, — and  the  engagement  to  walk  in  love  together, — 
to  maintain  discipline. — to  keep  the  Lord's  day  holy  and  attend 
upon  the  public  worsnip  of  G^. — to  maintain  fiimily  wor- 
kup, and  to  train  up  aU  under  tneir  care  in  the  path  (^holi- 
ness and  virtue.  It  was  difficult  to  pi^  the  pastor's  salary. 
Money  was  very  scarce.^  The  town  sold  the  remaining  600 
acres  of  the  1000  given  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  to  paf 
the  sidary  due  for  the  first  two  years.     All  the  land  toat 
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now  remained  "for  the  support  of  a  dissenting  minisny/' 
was  the  parsonage  lot  of  150  acres.  Public  worship  was  held 
in  bams  (in  summer)  and  in  dwelling-houses  (in  winter) 
till  the  fell  of  1773,  when  a  Meeting-house  was  erected^on 
the  banks  of  the  Connecticut  river.  For  several  years  the 
people  met  for  public  worship  clad  in  garments  g(  home- 
made cloth — the  men  and  boys  in  coarse  woolen  hats  and 
cloth  caps,  and  woolen  striped  blue  or  linen  frocks  and 
pants  ;  and  the  women  were  dressed  in  woolen  or  linen  gowns 
and  checked  blue  aprons.  In  a  few  iAstance49,  men  gathered 
for  worship  on  the  Sabbath  with  guns  in  their  hands,  from 
fear  of  the  attack  of  Indians. 

Dissatisfaction  soon  sprang  up  in  the  church  respecting 
receiving  members,  and  on  account  of  errors  in  doctrine  and 
practice.     Six  brethren  withdrew  from  the  communion,  and 

S resented  to  the  church,  November  1778,  their  reason  for  so 
oing.  The  church  required  them  to  return  or  consent  to  a 
mutual  council.  But  they  disagreed  in  their  views  of  what 
constituted  a  mutual  council.  The  church  convened  a  coun- 
cil Jan.  5, 1779.  It  was  regarded  as  ex  parte  by  the  disaf- 
fected, and  they  refused  to  appear  before  it.  The  church 
S)W  united  with  them  in  a  mutual  council,  according  to 
eir  views,  Feb.  3, 1779.  The  result  was  accepted  by  both 
.rties  with  the  solemnity  of  shaking  of  hands  and  singing  a 
psalm  together,  in  testimony  of  their  mutual  foi^veness  and 
cordial  fellowship.  The  withdrawing  brethren,  in  less  than 
one  month,  requested  a  dismission  and  recommendation  to 
.the  Congregational  church  in  Lebanon,  "for  the  reasons  that 
they  were  not  edified,  and  could  not  enjoy  that  fellowship  in 
the  church  which  the  word  of  Qod  requires."  The  church 
proposed  to  recall  the  late  council.  The  withdrawing  breth- 
ren asked  for  a  mutual  council  to  consider  their  request  for 
dismission.  The  church  deemed  this  not  expedient.  The 
withdrawing  brethren  called  a  council;  it  recommended 
them  to  the  church  in  Windsor,  Vt.  The  church  in  Cornish 
admonished  that  church  not  to  receive  them.  They  were, 
however,  received  to  occasional  communion.  The  withdraw- 
ing bretnren  now  set  up  public  worship  by  themselves.  Min- 
isters in  the  vicinitv  occasionally  preached  to  them,  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  organization  of  another  church  that 
should  be  Calvinistic  in  creed.  In  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1780  a  Rev.  Mr.  Powers  labored  among  them  in  word  and 
doctrine.  A  revival  of  religion  attend^  his  ministry.  Al- 
most every  family  was  aflfected  by  that  revival  in  what  was 
called  the  eastern  part  of  Cornish,  comprising  all  of  the  town 
east  of  a  range  of  tiills  in  the  westerly  part  of  the  town,  near 
Connecticut  river.    Many  were  converted  to  God. 
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It6v.  Mr.  Wellman  and  the  church  were  much  tried  by  this 
separate  public  worship  in  the  eastern  part  of  Cornish ;  and 
bj?%e  aid  given  it  by  neighboring  ministers.  They  asked 
th^gkdvice  of  council  Dec.  18, 1780.  The  council  approved 
thd^  action  of  the  church,  and  their  complaint  agamst  the 
withdrawing  brethren  and  ministers.  In  their  result  the 
council  say,  respecting  the  revival  in  progress,  "  we  mean  not 
to  oppose  any  real  rerormation,  which  is  much  needed,  nor  to 
discourage  the  revival  of  vital  piety ;  but  we  know  of  no  re- 
formation where  moral  obligations  are  not  adhered  to,  nor 
of  vital  piety  where  the  order  of  the  gospel  is  essentially  de- 

Earted  from,  and  therefore  appearances  of  the  former  must 
e  fallacious  where  evidence  ot  the  latter  is  clear  and  indis- 
putable.'' The  withdrawing  brethren^  on  the  other  hand^ 
became  more  and  more  dissatisfied  with  the  condition  ana 
character  of  the  church.  They  invited  a  convention  of 
churches,  April,  1781,  to  examine  reports  and  grievous  ap- 
pearances that  had,  contrary  to  the  order  of  the  gospel,  oc- 
curred in  the  church  of  Cornish.  The  convention  met,  ap- 
pointed another  session  at  Lebanon,  and  sent  to  Bev.  James 
Wellman  and  the  church  the  following  citation  to  appear 
before  them : 

"  To  the  Rev.  James  Wellman  and  the  church  under  his 
pastoral  care : 

"  Whereas  there  are  public  reports  and  a  very  glar- 
ing appearance  that  many  things  contrary  to  the  spirit  and 
order  of  the  gospel,  have  taken  place  and  been  indulged 
among  you ;  particularly  that  some  of  the  essential  doctrines 
of  our  holy  religion  have  been  openly  spoken  of  and  treated^ 
with  contempt  by  some  of  your  members;  and  that  the^ 
church  have  treated  matters,  which  they  have  professed  to 
take  into  their  solemn  consideration^  in  a  manner  very  un-, 
suitable  to  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  with  the  evident  appear- 
ance of  a  driving,  boisterous  temper:  these  are  to  notirjr  you 
that  a  large  convention  of  ministers  and  churches,  this  day 
convened,  feel  themselves  in  duty  bound  to  look  into  the 
aforesaid  matters,  and  have  accordingly  adjourned  to  the  2d 
Tuesday  of  June  next,  to  meet  at  the  Meeting-house  in  Leb- 
anon, at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  hear  what  evidence  will  testify 
in  support  of  the  aforesaid  public  reports ;  and  what  you 
may  oner  in  your  own  defence,  at  which  time  and  place  you 
are  notified  in  Christ's  name  to  appear,  for  the  aforesaid  pur- 
pose, by  order  of  the  convention. 

Attest,  ISAIAH  POTTER,  Scriber 
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Bev.  Mr.  Wellman  and  the  church  sent  a  written  m^8l^ 
to  the  convention^  denying^their  jurisdiction  and  refusing  ^ 
appear  before  them :  Ist,  Because  they  looked  upon  them  afs 
an  unconstitutional  assembly.  2dly,  That  if  they  w<3re  ^ 
r^^iQar  body  to  govern  themselves,  they  had  no  right  of 
power  over  them  or  any  warrant  to  cite  them  in  the  nam^. 
of  Christ,  in  the  manner  they  had  done.  3dly,  They  viewed 
them  as  fomenters  and  patronizers  of  schism  and  division  in 
the  church  and  town  of  Cornish.  4thly,  They  had  evidently 
prejudged  the  case.  5thly,  That  after  offering  the  with- 
drawing brethren  a  mutual  council  they  had  a  larse  council 
agreeaUe  to  our  constitution,  who  faliy  approved  of  their 
proceedings  with  said  brethren,  and  there&re  were  not  ac- 
countable to  them ;  and  6thly,  That  if  any  of  their  members 
had  said  or  done  any  thing  contrary  to  the  genuine  doctrines 
and  roirit  of  the^ospel  they  meant  not  to  countenance  or 
approve  of  it.  They  also  admonished  the  convention  to 
^^look  to  their  own  principles  and  conduct,  and  mind  their 
own  proper  business,  &c.,  offering  to  come  under  examina- 
tion as  to  principles  and  conduct,  making  Qod's  word  the . 
standard  before  suitable  judges  mutually  chosen,  if  they 
WG^uld  do  the  same/' 

/The  convention  proceeded,  and  we  make  the  following  ex- 
Iract  from  their  result :  ^^  The  convention  unanimously  feel 
lllpmselves  greatly  surprised,  that  an  incorporate  bod^,  who 
call  themselves  a  church  of  Christ,  should  deny  the  right  of 
sister  churches  to  look  into  their  conduct  and  take  measures 
to  reclaim  them,  when  they  have  openly  departed  fit)m  the 
fiiith  and  order  of  the  gospel ;  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opin- 
kfn  of  this  convention  that  the  message  firom  the  church  in 

a  Ornish  to  this  convention  is  an  open  contempt  of  the  au- 
lority  of  Christ,  and  an  entire  violation  of  those  bonds, 
i^bich  are  impUed  in  the  mutual  fellowship  of  churches ; — 
and  accordin^y  this  convention  do  openly  declare  that  they 
cannot  continue  to  own  said  church  as  a  church  of  Christ ; 
and  that  they  feel  themselves  in  duty  bound  to  withdraw 
communion,  and  renounce  fellowship  with  them  in  the  spec- 
ial ordinances  of  the  gospel,  until  they  shall  be  restored  to 
our  charity  by  visible  repentance.  The  church  was  not  again 
received  to  the  fellowship  of  the  churches.  Rev.  Mr.  Well- 
man  continued  to  preadi  to  them  till  October,  1785,  when 
the  churches  of  Claremont  and  Charlestown  convened  in 
cooncU  at  Cornish,  and  dissolved  the  pastoral  relation  of 
Bev.  Mr.  Wellman  to  the  church  and  town.  Thus  termi- 
nated the  existence  of  the  first  Congr^ational  church  in 
OormdL    Her  light  went  out  in  darkness.    The  number  of 
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members  received  into  full  communion  during  her  brief  ex- 
jaftence  of  17  years,  was  64 ;  and  the  number  received  to 
l^er  watch  a,nd  care  by  the  half  way  covenant  was  42. 
\  June  1781  the  town  was  divided  into  east  and  west  par- 
ifthes  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  upon  a,  petition  of  the  cit- 
izens of  Cornish  for  this  purpose.  In  November  of  the  same 
/  year,  the  withdrawing  members  of  the  church  of  which  Mr. 
Wellman  was  pastor,  and  others,  were,  by  a  council  of 
churches,  organized  into  a  church  oi  21  members,  and  called 
the  Congregational  church  in  the  East  society  of  Cornish. 
Fifty  persons  were  added  to  it  during  the  year — the  fmits 
of  the  revival  of  the  preceding  fall  and  winter.  Peace  and 
harmony  prevailed  in  this  young  church,  until  the  subject 
of  building  a  Meeting-house,  in  1784,  became  the  occasion 
ci  much  ahenation.  The  church  was  nearly  equally  divided. 
A  Meeting-house  was  erected,  but  never  finished,  in  the 
north  west  part  of  Cornish,  in  1787.  and  another  near  the 
center  of  the  town  in  1788.  There  oeing  little  prospect  of 
becoming  united  in  one  place  of  worship,  the  church  a^ed 
the  advice  of  Windsor  Association  of  ministers  upon  the 
(Question  of  being  divided  into  two  churches.  The  assocb- 
tion  recommended  that  the  church  be  divided.  But  by  re>* 
son  of  opposition  to  it  by  a  few  of  the  brethren,  who  consict 
ered  a  division  of  the  church  not  the  way  best  adapted  t' 
restore  union,  it  was  not  effected.  Efforts  were  made  ^ 
settle  over  the  church  Rev.  Benj.  Chapman,  who  had  bera 
for  some  time  laboring  among  them.  But  the  eastern  (fi- 
vision  of  the  church  thought  it  not  best  to  settle  any  miw* 
ister  until  the  difficulties  among  them  were  healed.  Tm 
brethren  worshiping  at  the  Nortn  church  again  sought  tl^ 
advice  of  a  council,  Sept.  24.  1788.  In  their  result  tlok 
council  say,  "gloomy  is  the  tnought  that  a  young  churcl 
which  but  a  few  years  ago  promised  to  be  as  a  city  set  on  A 
hill,  and  to  be  a  light  to  the  world,  should  so  soon  become  a 
dark  stumbling  block,  and  sink  under  the  guilt  of  want  of 
confidence  in  one  another,"  and  therefore  recommended  a 
day  of  fasting,  and  that  they  confess  their  faults  one  to  an- 
other, and  give  satisfaction  in  the  presence  of  a  committee 
of  the  association  and  solemnly  renew  their  covenant.  The 
eastern  portion  of  the  church  did  not  adopt  the  advice  d 
council;  the  northern  did.  The  two  divisions  were  now 
named  covenarUers,  and  non-covenanters,  Windsor  Associa- 
tion, which  was  the  council  above  referred  to,  at  a  meeting 
at  Cornish,  Oct.  14,  1800,  retracted  their  former  decision. 

Brethren  of  the  east  division  of  the  church  also  sought 
advice  of  the  churches.    An  ecdesiastioal  council  at  their 
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request  convened  at  Cornish,  Oct.  6, 1789.  After  hearing 
these  brethren^  the  council  recommended  them  to  occasionid 
communion  with  the  church  of  Christ  in  Lebanon,  Croydon, 
and  Meriden — that  they  invite  the  brethren  who  renewea 
covenant  to  unite  with  them  in  a  mutual  council,  that  their 
difficulties  mid|^t  be  settled  and  they  united  in  the  same 
church,  or  regmarly  divided  into  two  churches,  holding  gos- 
pel commumon  with  each  other — and  that,  if  the  brethren 
renewing  covenant  reftise  to  unite  in  such  a  council^  the 
brethren  who  have  not  renewed  covenant  obtain  a  candidate 
to  preach  among  them,  with  a  view  to  his  settlement.  The 
request  to  unite  in  a  mutual  council,  as  above  recommended, 
was  presented  to  the  brethren  who  had  renewed  covenant, 
but  was  declined. 

Nov.  30, 1790,  an  ecclesiastical  council  was  convened  at 
the  North  Meeting-house  in  Cornish,  by  the  united  action 
of  the  brethren  worshiping  there  and  the  Congregational 
church  in  Windsor,  Vt.,  to  install  Eev.  Benjamin  Bell,  pas- 
tor of  the  two  churches,  for  the  term  of  five  vears,  to  preach 
alternately  in  Windsor  and  at  the  North  Meeting-house  in 
Cornish.  The  brethren  worshiping  at  the  East  Meetin^- 
I^use  remonstrated  against  the  action  of  the  council,  if  it 
was  to  install  Kev.  Mr.  Bell  over  the  church  called  the 
^Church  of  Christ  in  the  East  part  of  Cornish.''  The  coun- 
1,  however,  proceeded^Mid  Rev.  Benlamin  Bell  was  instaU- 
I  over  the  church  of  Windsor  and  that  part  of  the  church 
[Cornish  worshiping  at  the  North  Meeting-house.  At  the 
Bt  Meeting-house  there  was  occasional  preaching,  but  no 
(tor.  The  different  portions  of  the  church  began  to  be 
^jsible  of  the  reproach  which  their  unhappy  state  was 
ringing  upon  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Rev.  Mr.  Bell  closed 
iis  labors  m  Cornish  April  1796.  The  two  divisions  of  the 
dhurch  now  began  to  meet  together  in  conference,  and  pro- 
posals for  re-union  were  made  and  considered.  Such  confes- 
sion and  satis&ction  was  made  by  individuals  and  by  the 
two  parts  of  the  church,  that  a  mutual  agreement  was  made 
to  unit6  in  one  body.  A  public  confession  was  adopted  by 
the  church  Dec.  13, 1795,  m  which  they  unitedly  confessed 
their  sins  of  wrong  feeling^  words  and  actions  one  to  another, 
and  prayed  that  bjr  their  future  conduct  they  might  manifest 
the  sincerity  of  their  repentance,  their  love  one  to  another  as 
brethren,  and  their  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Christ.  But 
though  thus  formally  united  they  were  not  all  of  one  heart 
and  one  mind.  In  the  fall  and  winter  of  1798,  Rev.  Siloam 
Short  labored  among  them,  a  faithful  and  earnest  minister 
of  the  gospel  The  Holy  Spirit  descended  in  great  power, 
29 
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upon  the  church  and  commmuty.  This  brought  the  church 
together  and  to  (heir  right  mindy — ^the  very  thing  that  breth- 
ren themJblveB,  associations  ol  ministers  and  churches  in 
council  had,  for  years,  labored  in  vain  to  accomplish.  When 
Gtod  spake,  it  was  done.  The  church  came  up  out  of  its 
dark  state  beautiful  as  Tirzah.  The  brethren  were  humbled 
in  their  own  s^ht,  and  ashamed,  each  of  himself  and  not  of 
his  brother.  Tney  came  together  of  one  accord.  Four  suc- 
cessive days  and  one  afternoon  they  spent  in  jgrayer,  in  con- 
fessing one  to  another  and  to  the  church,  and  in  aslong  and 
receiving  the  fordveness  of  one  another  and  the  church. — 
Converta  unto  rignteousness  were  multiplied.  Seventy  six 
were  added  to  the  church — the  fruit  of  tnat  gracious  visita- 
tion of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  1799  the  church,  now  united  and  harmonious,  erected 
a  large  and  commodious  house  of  worship  upon  the  hill  in 
the  center  of  the  town.  It  was  the  place  of  worship  of  a 
great  ^rtion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  often  filled  with  a  con- 
gr^tion  of  800,  and,  in  some  instances,  1000. 

Sept.  24, 1800,  Bev.  Joseph  Bowell  was  ordained  and 
installed  pastor  of  the  church.  Mr.  Bowell  was  a  native 
of  Bowleg,  Ms.,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  college,  and  '^ 
student  m  theology  under  Bev.  Dr.  Emmons.  He  was  ^ 
&ithfid  pastor,  and  a  bold  and  fearless  preacher.  He  labor* 
ed  on  in  nis  work  fourteen  years,  with  only  the  average  addi' 
tions  to  the  church  of  two  persons  a  year.  In  1814,  a  i 
of  righteousness  descended  upon  the  church  and  people, 
73  were  added  to  the  church.  In  1819,  the  Lora  agai^ 
poured  out  his  Spirit  and  28  united  with  the  church.  Ii 
1825,  the  church  enjoyed  another  refreshing  from  on  Ingt 
and  12  were  gatherol  to  their  number.  In  1828,  April  Ist 
after  a  ministry  of  twenty  eight  years,  Mr.  Bowell  was  dis^ 
missed. 

In  November  of  the  same  year  Bev.  F.  W.  Clary  was 
installed  pastor  of  this  church  and  people,  for  five  years. — 
He  was  bom  in  Bowe,  Ms.,  1786,  graduated  at  Middlebury 
coU^,  Yt.,  1808,  and  studied  theology  at  Andover,  Ms., 
ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church 
in  Dover  from  1812  to  1828.  The  minStry  of  Mr.  Clary 
was  greatly  blessed.  A  season  of  religious  revival  was  expe- 
rience in  1829,  and  40  were  added  to  the  church.  In  1831 
the  church  was  revived  by  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
amon^  them,  and  36  were  gathered  into  the  church.  He 
was  dismissed  October  1834. 

Bev.  A.  Spauldinff,  bom  in  Townsend,  Ms.,  1807,  gradu- 
ated at  Amherst,  Ms.,  1831,  and  at  Andover  in  18S^  was 
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ordained  and  inBtalled  pastor  of  the  church  Oct.  1835.  A 
season  of  revival  was  granted  to  the  churchy  1838^  and  25 
were  added  to  the  church. 

The  peace,  harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  church  became 
interrupted  again  in  184D.    The  Meeting-house  had  grown 
old  and  uncomfortable,  especially  in  the  winter  season.    The 
question  of  the  location  of  a  new  Meeting-house,  and  the 
wild  winds  of  strange  doctrine  that  blew  fiercely  at  that  time 
over  New  England,  rent  the  church.    Efforts  to  preserve 
the  harmony  of  the  church  were  made  in  vain.    T 
erected  a  new  Meeting-house  in  1841,  on  the  spo 
by  two  committees,  of  persons  out  of  town,  mutual 
and  by  a  council  or  churches^  called  to  consider  th 
ties  of  the  church, — the  decision  of  which  council 
ren  gave  their  pledge  to  abide,  signed  by  their  ow 
Some,  however,  wimdrew  and  erected  a  house  o 
on  a  spot  chosen  by  themselves.    The  withdrawinj 
at  length  united  with  others  in  the  Methodist  C( 
and  now  maintain  worship  of  that  order. 

The  number  of  members  of  the  church  at  its  organization 
1781,  was  21 ;  added  from  1781  to  1800, 166 ;  1800  to  1828, 
157 ;  1828  to  1835,  96 ;  1835  to  1856,  85— total,  525.  An 
ecclesiastical  society  organized  in  connection  with  the  qhurch 
took  the  responsibility  of  the  pecuniary  support  of  the  min- 
istry. The  support  of  the  ministry  from  1828  to  1834,  was 
secured  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  The  church  then 
assumed  tne  responsibility  of  paying  the  salary.  After 
obtaining  subscription  of  those  out  of  the  church,  and  of 
ladies  in  the  church,  the  remainder  of  the  sum  to  be  raised 
ig  divided  among  the  brethren  according  to  their  rateable 
fplls  and  estates. 

/  A  Baptist  church  was  formed  in  1791 ;  a  Meeting-house 
erected  m  1800,  near  the  Conditional  house.  In  1793, 
ail  Episcopal  church  was  formed  in  the  west  part  of  Cornish 
of  several  of  the  members  of  the  Congregational  church 
under  the  care  of  Bev.  James  Wellman,  and  others  in  that 
part  of  the  town. 


CROYDON. 

The  Congregational  church  of  Croydon  was  organized 
Sept.  9, 1778,  by  the  assistance  of  the  ICev.  James  Wellman, 
pastor,  and  Samuel  Chase,  delegate  from  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  Cornish,  and  Kev.  Lyman  Potter^  pastor  of  a 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


444  8ULUVAN  COUNTY. 

Presbyterian  church  in  Lebanon.  It  was  oi^nized  as  a 
Presbyterian  church,  with  14  members.  The  infant  church 
met  statedly  on  the  Sabbath,  in  a  house  erected  about  four 
'years  before  for  a  town-house  and  Meeting-house ;  and  un- 
less some  minister  from  abroad  was  casually  present,  con- 
ducted the  exercises  of  public  worship,  by  singing,  prayer, 
and  the  readii^  of  printed  sermons.  Public  worship  was 
conducted  in  this  manner,  for  the  first  ten  years  after  the 
church  was  organized.  In  1780,  a  revival  of  relirion  com- 
menced, which,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
was  the  most  extensive  ever  enjoyed  in  town.  Both  Pres- 
byterians  and  Baptists  shared  richly  in  the  blessing.  The 
means  employed  were  the  ordinary  exercises  of  puUic  wor- 
ship on  the  Sabbath,  prayer-meetings  in  different  parts  of 
the  town,  on  week  days,  and  private,  personal  conversation 
with  the  unconverted.  Ministers  from  abroad  preached  oc- 
casionally ;  but  it  may  be  truly  said  that  the  lay  members 
of  the  church  were  the  principal  instruments,  in  the  hand 
of  Gtody  of  producing  the  reformation.  In  1783,  the  church 
'*  voted  unanimously  to  adopt  the  Presbyterian  mode  of  db- 
cii)line  as  practiced  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  in  the  chkf 
points,  not  straining  the  lesser  matters  beyond  the  principal 
and  practice  of  the  Grafton  Presbytery ;  allowing  to  everj 
individual  a  right  to  appecJ  to  any  presbytery  in  this  coun- 
try till  the  church  be  incorporated  with  some  one ;  allowin  * 
also,  to  every  offender  the  privilege  of  choosing  whether  , 
be  tried  by  the  sessions,  who  may  call  part  or  idl  the  bretl 
ren  as  helps,  or  be  tried  by  the  whole  body,  when  he  may  n^ 
be  censured  without  vote  both  of  the  session  and  of  tl 
brotherhood." 

Near  the  close  of  1787,  Mr.  Jacob  Haven  was  obtained  to 
preach  as  a  candidate  for  the  pastoral  office.  His  ordination 
took  place  on  the  18th  of  June  followinff.  The  sermon  on 
the  occasion  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  David  Kello^^  of 
Framingham^  Ms.  In  1794,  the  house  used  for  rehgious 
purposes  having  become  old  and  dilapidated,  a  new  house  of 
worship  was  erected  by  a  committee,  appointed  by  the  town. 
The  committee  endeavored  to  raise  Ainds  sufficient  to  build 
the  house  by  the  sale  of  slips  or  pews  beforehand.  But  in 
this  they  failed ;  and  the  consequence  was,  the  building  nev- 
er was  completed.  No  bell  was  procured ;  and,  in  winter, 
the  house,  on  account  of  its  unfinished  state,  was  so  uncom- 
fortably cold  as  not  to  be  used  as  a  place  of  public  worship. 
In  1828  it  was  taken  down,  and  a  commodious  town-house 
made  of  its  materials. 

Opposition  at  the  beginning  was  made  to  the  settlement 
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of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haven.  It  continned  to  increase  till  1804, 
when  a  vote  was  passed  by  the  town  to  desist  from  making 
or  collecting  taxes  for  the  support  of  Presbyterian  preaching. 
This  measure,  it  was  confidentlv  asserted  bv  the  enemies  of 
Presbyterianism,  would  efifectuaUy  unaetUe  Mr.  Haven,  if  not 
oblige  him  to  leave  town.  Matters  remained  in  this  posture 
for  more  than  a  year.  At  len^h,  however,  the  princijpal 
agents  in  procuring  the  vote,  having  become  folly  aware  that 
the  measure  was  both  ill-timed  and  illegal,  endeavored  to 
effect  a  compromise.  Propositions  were  onered  and  rejected, 
until  at  last,  Nov.  5, 1805,  the  town  voted  to  accept  the 
proposals  offered  by  Mr.  Haven.  By  this  arrangement,  the 
contract,  made  with  Mr.  Haven  at  the  time  of  his  settlement 
as  minister  of  the  town,  was  annulled.  He  then  proposed 
to  his  church  and  people,  that  if  they  would  continue  to  pay 
him  as  much  as  had  heretofore  fallen  to  their  share,  he  would 
still  continue  with  them  as  their  pastor.  This  proposal  was 
gladly  accepted ;  and  Mr.  Haven  continued  to  discharge  his 
parocnial  duties,  to  the  no  small  disappointment  of  his  ene- 
mies. 

Early  in  1810  it  was  apparent  that  the  ^' still,  small 
voice"  was  at  work  in  the  hearts  of  sinners.  The  places  of 
worship  were  crowded,  while  a  stillness  pervaded  the  assem- 
blies. Professing  Christians,  also,  began  to  awake  to  duty, 
i^d  humble  themselves  before  the  Lord.  The  plain  and 
pungent  truths  of  the  gospel  were  freely  dispensed  from  the 
sacred  desk,  the  members  of  the  church  engaged  heartily  in 
the  work,  and  GK>d  blessed  the  means,  by  the  outpouring  of 
his  Spirit.  It  is  estimated  that  about  1^  were  the  subjects 
of  the  work.  Of  these,  73  connected  themselves  with  the 
pongr^tional  church.  In  1826,  the  old  Meeting-house 
navinfi;  become  unfit  for  use,  a  few  individuals,  with  a  spirit 
khke  honorable  to  themselves  and  beneficial  to  the  puolic, 
erected  the  present  commodious  house  of  worship.  Its 
length  is  sixir  ei^ht  feet,  and  its  width  sixty  feet ;  and  it 
contains  one  hundred  and  seven  slips  or  pews.  It  is  crown- 
ed with  a  belfry,  for  which  a  fine  toned  bell  of  one  thousand 
pounds  has  been  purchased  bv  subscription.  The  oridnal 
proprietors  of  the  nouse  have  been  partly  remunerated  for 
the  expense  of  building,  by  the  sale  of  slips.  The  house, 
together  with  its  appurtenances,  has  been  conveyed  by  deea 
to  the  societv  connected  with  the  church.  In  1834,  the 
Rev.  Jacob  Haven  havii^  publicly  simified  a  wish  to  retire 
from  the  station  of  actii^  pastor,  the  church,  January  6, 
gave  the  Rev.  Eli  W.  Taybr  a  call  to  become  their  junior 
pustoi.     The  installation  took  place  on  the  10th  of  June 
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following.  It  was  agreed  on  the  part  of  the  church  and  soci- 
ety, to  ^ve  him  a  sfiSary  of  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
In  the  spring  of  1835  a  protracted  meeting  was  held  hy  the 
church,  under  the  direction  of  its  pastors  and  the  Rer. 
Joseph  Merrill,  late  of  Acworth.  The  Lord  smiled  upon 
their  labors,  and  a  work  of  pace  followed.  As  the  fruits 
of  the  revival  the  Coii^gational  church  received  an  access- 
ion of  55  members.  Some  joined  the  Methodist  church  at 
Grantham,  and  others  the  Baptist  church  at  Newport.  A 
mutual  council  was  called  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Taylor,  and 
he  was  dismissed  Dec.  27, 1837,  from  the  pastoral  care  of 
the  church  and  people  in  this  place.  Withm  a  few  months 
Mr.  Aurelius  S.  Swift,  a  native  of  Fairlee,  Vt.,  accepted  a 
call  from  the  church  and  society,  and  was  ordained.  May  16, 
1838.  It  was  agreed  that  he  should  receive  the  same 
amount  of  salary  as  his  immediate  predecessor.  With  the 
close  of  the  year  1841,  the  pastoral  labors  of  Mr.  Swift  in 
this  place  terminated.  After  his  removal  the  desk  was 
supplied  by  the  Rev.  Joel  Davis,  for  sever^  years. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  1845,  the  church  sustained  an  itie- 
parable  loss  in  the  death  of  their  aged  and  beloved  pastor, 
the  Bev.  Mr.  Haven.*  Although,  by  reason  of  the  infirmito 
of  age,  he  had.  for  some  vears,  lieen  laid  aside  from  t}| 
active  duties  oi  pastor,  still,  his  counsel,  his  example,  ad 
above  all,  his  prayers  were  ot  priceless  value  to  the  churct 
The  Bev.  Jacob  Haven  was  bom  in  Framingham,  Ms.,  A'd 
26, 1763.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  college,  in  1785 ;  stiT 
led  divinity  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kellogg,  minister  of  j 
native  town,  and  was  ordained  and  settled  over  the  Presci 
teiian  church  and  people  of  Crovdon,  as  alreadv  related^ 
Mr.  Haven  was  ever  distinguished  as  a  faithml  preacheL 
and  a  sound  divine.  His  sermons  were  tersely  written,  am 
were  alike  distinguished  for  their  logic  and  for  the  air  df 
piety  which  breathed  through  them.  Although  unaccom|<a- 
nied  by  the  fia^inating  oratory  of  some  of  our  modem 
preachers,  their  delivery  seldom  failed  of  leaving  a  good 
impression.  In  1838  he  delivered  a  "half  century  dis- 
course*' to  a  large  and  attentive  audience.  Hegradualty 
sunk  beneath  the  weight  of  years,  and,  like  a  shock  of  com 
ftilly  ripe,  was  gatherSl  home,  at  the  age  of  82  years.  Avf. 
3, 1850,  the  church  was  again  called  to  put  on  the  habih- 
ments  of  mourning,  by  the  death  of  Dea.  Sherman  Cooper, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  89  years.  For  nearly  fifty  sevwi 
years  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  church,  and,  for  a  long 
period,  an  active  and  efficient  officer  in  the  same. 

Bev.  Dennis  Powers,  was  a  native  of  this  town  Hay  24, 
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1808 ;  graduated  from  Amherst  college,  Ms.,  in  1835,  and 
&om  the  theological  seminary  at  Andover,  Ms.  in  1838.  He 
was  ordained  and  settled  over  the  Congregational  church 
and  society  of  East  Randolph,  Ms.,  Dec.  5, 1838.  At  his 
own  request  he  was  dismissed  from  this  church  and  people, 
Apra  15, 1841.  On  the  29th  of  September  1842,  he  was 
installed  as  pastor  of  the  church  and  society  of  South  Ab- 
ington,  Ms.  In  1850  he  received  his  dismission.  He  is 
now  an  ^nt  of  the  American  Colonization  Societv.  Bev. 
Messrs.  Urias  Powers,  Samuel  Read  Hall,  Josiah  W  •  Pow- 
ers, Austin  Putnam,  also  became  Co^r^ational  ministers. 
Rev.  Baron  Stow,  D.D.,  of  Baldwin  ^ace  Baptist  church, 
Boston,  was  bom  here  June  16, 1801 ;  Rev.  James  W.  Put- 
x&m  became  a  Universalist  minister.  S.  R.  Hall,  above 
mentioned,  has  been  an  eminent  teacher  of  the  young  and 
manv  have  become  pious  under  his  influence. 

The  churchy  at  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Haven,  consisted  of 
30  members ;  it  now  numbers  about  45.  Since  its  organiza- 
tion, it  has  received  270  additions.  The  church  records 
contain  a  list  of  430  baptisms.  Of  these,  103  were  baptized 
fidem  parentis  ;  and  327  were  baptized  per  Jidem  gw. 


i 


GOSHEN. 

R«T.  H.  RlCHAEVtOV. 


The  first  settlement  was  made  here,  about  the  year  1769, 
bv  Capt.  Benjamin  Rand,  William  Lang  and  Daniel  Grin- 
die,  wnose  sufferings  and  hardsliips  were  very  great.  The 
props  of  the  first  settlers  were  greatly  injured,  and  sometimes 
entirely  destroyed  by*  early  frosts.  In  such  cases,  they  pro- 
kired  grain  from  Walpole  and  other  places.  At  a  certain 
wne  of  scarcity,  Oapt.  Rand  went  to  that  place  after  grain, 
and,  being  detained  by  a  violent  snow  storm,  his  fiimily  were 
obliged  to  live  without  provision  for  six  days,  during  which 
time  Mrs.  Rand  sustained  one  of  their  children,  five  years 
old,  bv  the  milk  from  her  breast,  having  a  short  time  liefore 
buried  her  infimt  child.  In  the  spring  of  1813,  the  spottol 
fever  swept  off  many  of  the  inhabitants. 

Dea.  Josiah  Stevens,  a  member  of  the  church  in  Newport, 
and  a  licensed  preacher,  came  to  reside  in  Ghshen  in  June 
1798.  He  labored  here  until  October  1800,  when  he  removed 
to  the  Isle  of  Shoals,  where  he  labored  as  a  missionary  about 
three  years,  and  was  then  called  away  by  death  to  his  reward. 
He  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  CongregatioDal  minister  who 
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ever  _preaeh6d  in  this  place.  This  church  was  organized  Feb. 
23,  1802,  by  Bev.  Eliha  Thayer,  pastor  of  the  church  19 
Kingston ;  Rev.  Abijah  Wines,  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Newport ;  and  Joseph  Hull,  delegate  from  the  church  in 
Lempster.  It  consisted  of  seven  members.  Some  years 
after  this  the  number  of  its  male  members  was  reduced  to  a 
single  individual.  7he  number  of  persons  connected  with 
it  since  its  formation  to  the  present  time,  has  been  151— 
52  males  and  99  females.  Tnere  have  b^n  237  baptisms — 
184  children  and  53  adults..  This  church  has  never  had  a 
settled  nastor.  The  names  of  22  different  ministers  appear 
in  the  church  records  as  havm^  officiated  in  the  admission 
of  members,  and  in  the  administmtion  of  baptism.  Some 
of  these  were  pastors  of  nekhborin^  churches  ;  others  were 
missionaries  sent  here  at  different  times  by  the  New  Ebkmp* 
shire^  or  some  other  Missionary  Society.  Rev.  Stephen 
Williams,  Moses  Ordway  and  Lucius  Field,  labored  here  as 
stated  supplies.  But  of  the  time  and  auration  of  their 
labors  there  is  no  record  to  be  found. 

Bev.  Abel  Manning  labored  here  as  stated  supply  at  tbree 
different  times,  bemmiiu^  about  1825.  He  was  here  about 
nine  years  in  all.  Bev.  Stephen  Bogers  came  in  1835,  and 
remamed  nearly  three  years.  Bev..  Aaron  Wait  came  aboist 
1840  and  remained  about  six  years.  Bev.  Cair  Bussell  cami 
in  1846  and  labored  one  year.  Bev.  Henry  Bichardson  has 
been  a  stated  supply  since  March  1850. 

Bevivals  of  religion  occurred  during  the  labors  of  Mr.  Bik- 
ers and  Mr.  Wait,  which  resulted  in  the  addition  of  conaid- 
erable  numbers  to  the  church.  For  a  number  of  years  past 
there  has  been  no  general  revival,  but  there  have  l>een  a  fe^ 
hopeful  conversions  occurring  at  different  times.  In  183^ 
the  church  and  society  erected  a  Meeting-house.  For  about 
twenty  years  previous  they  had  been  partially  accommo« 
dated  in  what  is  now  called  the  old  Meeting-house,  built 
by  the  town  and  standing  about  one  mile  north  of  the 
present  place  of  worship  of  this  church.  Within  a  few  years 
two  other  houses  of  worship  have  been  erected — one  by  the 
Baptists^  in  the  westerly  ^rt  of  the  town,  and  another  by 
the  Christian  denomination  in  the  northerly  part.  Not- 
withstanding the  increase  of  church  edifices,  there  has  be^ 
no  increase  m  attendance  upon  public  worship.  In  by-^ne 
ears,  a  larger  congregation  assembled  at  the  old  Meeting- 
touse  than  now  comprises#the  three  congregations  who  meet 
in  the  town  for  pubho  worship. 


hi 
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GRANTHAM. 

Granted  in  1767,  it  was  not  very  rapidly  settled.  Moon- 
tains  divide  its  inhabitants  so  that  they  cannot  conveniently 
meet  centrally^.  Some  of  the  people  on  the  west  side  of  the 
mountain  unite  with  Meriden  parish,  and  on  the  east  side 
ihere  is  a  Methodist  church  embracing  106  members.  In 
1820,  there  were  mannfiustured  in  this  town  225  h<^8heads 
of  cider,  which,  with  the  thousands  of  gallons  of  strongs 
liquors  doubtless  consumed,  must  have  given  quite  a  com- 
fortable supply — a  hogshead  of  cider  for  every  four  and  a 
half  persons,  not  exclming  in  the  estimate  the  little  ones. 
If  Gmmtham  was  a  £iir  representative  of  other  towns  in  the 
State,  about  50,000  hogsheads  were  made.  But  it  may  have 
be«i  a  very  uncommon  year. 


LANGDON.* 

Bev.  C.  Tatlob. 

This  church  was  oiganized  in  1792,  five  years  after  the 
tpwn  was  incorporated,  in  a  room  fitted  up  in  a  grist  mill 

Smed  bv  Obadiah  Kingsbury,  a  small  distance  northwest  of 
e  middle  of  the  town.  The  Bev.  Messrs.  Mead  of  Alstead, 
and  Fessenden  of  Walpole,  it  is  believed,  assisted  in  its  for- 
mation. Among  the  earh^  ministers  who  preached  here,  are 
recollected  the  names  of  Lazel,  Hartweu.  Spaulding,  and 
Taft.  From  1795  to  Oct.  25,  1803,  Mr.  Taft  probably  did 
most  of  the  preaching.  At  this  last  date,  tradition  says,  he 
jbumed  politician,  ami  the  town  records  show  that  he  was 
bhosen  to  represent  the  town  in  (General  Court.  April 
20,  1803,  the  town  voted  to  "raise  9100,  for  preaching, 
4na  that  one  half  be  laid  out  for  the  Congregational  order, 
and  the  other  half  for  the  XTniversalist  oraer."  In  1803, 
Oct.  25,  "  voted  to  hire  Mr.  Eneeland  to  preach  in  this  town 
two  Sundays  in  a  month  for  one  vear.  ana  give  him  five  dol- 
lars a  day,  and  to  attend  fimerals  when  convenient,  and  to 
attend  l%anke^ving  and  Fast  gratis."' 

Aug.  27,  in  the  year  1804.  at  a  re^;ular  town  meeting,  ^'voted 
to  settle  Mr.  Kneeland  in  tne  ministry  provided  he  will  settle 
on  reasonable  terms.'"  His  answer  to  tne  call  is  as  follows,  in 
part:  ^^Abner  Eneeland  to  the  brethren  and  church  and 
town  of  Langdon  sendeth  greeting:  Since  it  hath  pleased 
Ckd,  as  I  humbly  trust,  to  put  it  into  your  hearts  to  make 
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pro^salB  unto  me  for  the  settlement  with  you  in  the  gospel 
ministry,  I  feel  myself  in  duty  bound  to  rive  you  the  follow- 
ing answer.  When  I  first  entered  upon  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry, it  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  the  most  importance  of  any 
busmess  that  I  ever  engaged  in,  and  caused,  at  that  time, 
many^  serious  reflections  and  anticipations ;  but  the  weight 
and  miportance  of  the  business  as  it  then  appeared  to  me  is 
by  no  means  to  be  compared  to  the  burden  that  has  h^d  on 
my  mind,  ever  since  I  have  contemplated  upon  taking  tte 
cbiaige  of  one  particular  flock  to  be  weir  pastor  and  teacher. 
O  may  Ood  direct  me! 

^^  Dear  Brethren  and  Christian  friends,  I  now  proceed  to 
perform  that  task  that  I  should  by  no  means  ^1  able  to 

Srform  if  I  had  not,  previous  to  this,  riven  myself  away  to 
)d  without  any  reserve  to  be  his  &ilJ]ful  servant.  It  is  no 
less  a  task  than  to  give  myself  away  to  you,  not  to  be  your 
lord,  not  to  be  your  master,  but  to  be  your  minister  and  hum- 
ble servant — which  I  now  declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty 
Qod  and  this  respectful  audience — ^that  I  will  accept  of  your 
proposals  to  settle  with  you  in  the  gospel  ministry,  and  may 
Uod  make  me  profitable  unto  you  and  yours  through  our  Loid 
Jesus  Cnrist.  I  am  your  ministering  servant  and  brother  in 
Christ.  ABNER  KNEELAND/' 

Previous  to  Mr.  Eneeland's  coming  to  Lai^on,  he  hal 
been  a  Baptist  minister,  and  preach^  in  several  places  k 
the  State  of  Vermont.  When  he  came  to  Lanedon  he  sail 
he  had  changed  his  sentiments,  and  assumed  the  title  on  a 
^^prdcticcU  preacher/*  Some  members  refrised  to  unite  m 
the  call,  and  remonstrated  with  the  council  against  his  seV 
tlement.  But  the  evan^lical  portion  of  the  church  was  ii 
the  minority,  and  the  voice  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  towj 
contested  the  council.  He  was  settled  Oct.  30. 1805.  Th< 
town  voted  in  1806  to  raise  9300,  and  those  wno  refused  U 
pay  to  Bev.  A.  Kneeland  might  employ  such  a  preacher  is 
they  preferred.    The  town  voted  in  1807  to  raise  9280  fat 

{reaching,  and  each  denomination  to  have  their  equal  share, 
n  1810,  Mr.  Elneeland  beins  chosen  representative  to  Gen- 
eral Court,  the  town  ^Woted  not  to  raise  money  to  hire 
preaching  this  year."  ^^  Voted  to  raise  940  to  support  the 
Convention  ^Universalist)  to  be  held  in  September  next,  and 
that  it  be  raised  in  the  same  way  that  Mr.  Elneeland's  tax  is 
raised.""  At  a  town  meeting  in  1811,  '^  voted  to  dismiss  Mr. 
Kneeland  from  the  public  ministry  in  this  town  the  last  week 
in  September,  ag^reeably  to  his  request  and  that  of  the  First 
Universalist  Society  in  Charlestown^  Ms.,  and  that  the  se- 
lectmen answer  Mr.  Ejieeland's  request  by  letter.    In  1819^ 
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fhe  town  voted  to  laise  9150  for  preaching.  This  is  the  last 
stun  the  town  ever  voted  to  raise  for  this  purpose,  the  stat- 
ute requiring  money  to  be  raised  by  general  tax,  being  this 
year  repealed  by  the  Legislature. 

In  lo20,  Rev.  Ezekiel  Bich  appeared  here  as  a  missionary. 
Aa  one  effect  of  his  labors,  a  council  was  called  to  organize, 
OTy  (more  properly,)  re-organize  the  church.  Nine  members 
who  refused  to  cooperate  with  the  church  and  town  in  the 
support  of  Abner  TKneeland,  were  here  united,  and  nine 
were  at  the  same  time  received  by  profession.  The  o^inal 
church  records  were  kept  by  those  who  adhered  to  Mr.  Knee- 
land.  The  scribe  of  that  organization  moved  to  the  West, 
and  took  with  him  both  the  records  and  the  communion  fur- 
niture, from  which  nothing  has  since  been  heard.  And  with 
the  records,  the  visible  organization  disappeared.  There  is 
no  record  of  preaching  or  the  administration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  between  February,  1820,  and  the  fall  of  1834.  Yet 
the  church  enjoyed  preacmng  on  the  Sabbath  occasionally — 
eight  members  were  added  to  the  church  and  there  were  34 
Inrant  baptisms. 

In  the  autumn  of  1834  Mr.  Nelson  Barbour,  a  student  of 
Atidover  theological  seminary,  came  and  spent  his  vacation 
here.  On  his  arrival  he  could  with  difficulty  find  a  place 
tt  entertainment,  much  less  die  gift  of  his  board  during 
uie  term  of  six  weeks.  Opnosition  to  truth  had  been  cul- 
tivated by  Abner  Elneeland.  and  by  Uniyersalist  minis- 
ters of  almost  every  grade,  wno  came  to  this  town  as  their 
accredited  rendezvous.  And  the  fruit  of  their  labors  had  at- 
tained an  abundant  and  sturdy  growth.  But  Mr.  Barbour 
ipras  not  to  be  turned  away  without  an  attempt  to  fulfill  his 
^nission.  His  efforts  the  Lord  blest  t6  the  qmckening  of  his 
^children,  and  the  conversion  of  several  of  the  iinpenitent ; 
13  were  added  to  the  church — 5  by  letter,  and  8  by  profes- 
sion. And  but  for  those  rules  of  the  theological  seminary, 
which  Samuel  J.  Mills  under  similar  circumstances  trans- 
gressed, he  might  have  remained  a  few  weeks  and  gathered 
m  the  abundant  harvest  which  seemed  already  ripe.  But  he 
left,  and  meetings  ceased,  and  hearts  that  were  apparently 
melting  into  penitence  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  gradually  set- 
tled down  under  the  hardening  power  of  sin.  In  1835,  Rev. 
Stephen  Sogers  preached  for  tnem.  While  enjoying  his 
labors  this  uttle  church  accepted  proposals  to  umte  with 
Christian  brethren,  in  Papermill  vimge,  (Alstead,)  and 
Drewsville^  (Walpole,)  in  a  church  to  be  called  the  tlnion 
Congregational  churdt  This  church  was  formed  on 
temperance  principles,  and  eight  of  the  members  therefore 
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lefused  to  join  it,  and  their  sabtoquent  lives  folly  proved 
that  they  liad  only  "  a  name  to  live/'  Sixteen  members  of 
the  church  in  Langdon  united  in  the  Union  church,  28  from 
Papermill  village  and  Drewsville,  making  in  all  44.  Until 
1838,  the  church  met  alternately  at  each  of  the  three  places 
above  named,  when  they  could  obtain  preachii^.  During 
1837,  Mr.  Justus  L.  Jones,  a  licensed  student  of  the  Theo- 
logical Institute  at  East  Windsor,  supplied  them.  During 
the  winter  of  1838  the  Rev.  John  Lougly  spent  his  time  in 
Langdon,  and  preached  for  his  board.  In  the  mean  time, 
such  was  the  uncertain  and  unpropitious  stat.e  of  things  rel- 
ative to  the  Union  Church,  that  the  members  in  Langdon 
requested  the  privilege  of  doing  by  themselves  what  they 
could  for  one  year.  This  request  was  granted.  The  num- 
ber of  members  in  Lai^on  at  this  time  was  14,  seven  males 
and  seven  females.  There  were  only  two  of  the  male  mem- 
bers who  were  not  past  the  meridian  of  life  and  the  season 
of  efficient  action. 

In  February,  1839,  Mr.  John  Wood  was  solicited  by  this 
feeble  band  to  come  among  them.  He  felt  that  he  could 
not.  His  course  of  study  at  East  Windsor  theological  sem- 
inary would  not  close  until  the  next  August.  He  intended 
being  a  foreign  missionary.  He  felt  that  no  money  cod^ 
induce  him  to  dwell  where  Abner  Elneeland  had  laboi^,  aiji 
still  wielded  a  controlling  influence.  Yet  the  "  mind  oi  t^ 
Spirit"  was  at  length  so  apparent  to  him  that  he  consented 
to  come  for  one  year,  with  permission  to  finish  his  studies  ^ 
the  seminary.  The  arrangement  became  known.  The  Uni- 
versalists  made  arrangements  to  have  preaching  half  t.^ 
time,  one  week  after.  The  Orthodox  must  now  suspei(][, 
their  meetings  half  the  time  or  gather  at  a  private  hous^ 
A  room,  once  occujHcd  as  a  store,  was  procured,  in  a  hou8< 
afterwards  purchased  for  a  parsonage.  To  this  place  a  littk 
company  oi  15  to  25  resorted  when  the  Meeting-house  was 
occupied.  The  greatest  efforts  were  made  to  cast  contempt 
upon  this  meeting.  But  a  spirit  equally  strong  was  in  the 
few  hearts  that  united  in  tne  enterprise.  In  the  meeting 
which  they  held  the  evening  previous  to  making  proposab 
to  Mr.  Wood,  they  uttered  the  fullness  of  their  hearts.  One 
brother  said  he  would  board  him  and  find  him  a  horse.  An- 
other said  he  was  not  worth  9800.  but  ^^  rather  than  have 
my  children  erow  up  under  the  innuenoe  of  the  wickedness 
that  prevails  nere,  1  would  fflve  half  of  it  for  the  preachii]^ 
of  the  flospel  among  us."  But  little  idea  can  be  gained  of 
the  ineSs  that  awaited  Mr.  Wood.  For,  years  before  he  wa^ 
bom,  Abner  Eneeland  had  planted  the  standard  of  atheism 
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there,  and  taught  the  peode  that  gospel  ministers  were  a  set 
of  crafty,  money-loving  idlers — and  tnat  they  might  as  well 
take  their  texts  from  an  old  almanac  as  from  the  Bible  if 
such  had  been  the  custom.  This  impression  was  greatly 
confirmed  by  the  multitude  of  Universaiist  ministers  who  in 
turn  succeeded  him  and  each  other  there,  and  differed  f5rom 
him  more  in  name  than  in  sentiment.  But  Mr.  Wood  en- 
tered the  field.  A  Sabbath  School  was  soon  organized.  Per- 
sonal invitation  by  the  pastor  and  teachers  upon  each  Sab- 
bath, for  securing  the  attendance,  was  pursued  for  more  than 
two  years.  The  morals  of  the  people  of  the  town  were  the 
legitimate  product  of  Universalism  and  Atheism.  The  Sab- 
bath was  desecrated  by  hunting,  fishing  and  riding,  and  pro- 
fimeness  was  common  talk — rum-drinkmg  general — the  only 
store  keeper  in  the  town  stated  in  a  public  meeting  that  for 
twelve  years  he  had  sold  but  a  little  short  of  JIWX)  worth 
of  ardent  spirits  each  year,  and  though  some  that  he  sold 
was  carried  out  of  town,  yet  he  did  not  doubt  but  that 
enough  had  been  brought  into  town,  to  more  than  counter- 
balance what  had  been  carried  out,  and  this  in  a  town  of 
less  than  700  inhabitants.  The  store  was  open  on  the  Sab- 
badi,  and  the  minister,  as  he  stood  in  the  pulpit,  in  the  old 
Meeting-house,  could  see  carried  away  from  there,  jugs, 
scythes,  codfisn,  and  other  articles  of  merchandise.  This 
view,  together  with  the  whittling  of  the  boys  and  young  men 
as  they  entered  the  galleries  of  the  old  church,  and  seated 
themselves  with  their  hats  on,  with  Abner  Eaieeland's  paper 
as  an  instrument  of  amusement  and  disturbance— their  often 
distorted  faces  and  loud  whisperings  of  approbation  or  disap- 
probation of  the  truths  he  uttered,  led  mm  to  feel  that  he 
mLd  not  exactly  found  the  valley  of  the  prophet  Ezekiel's  vis- 
ion, but  the  land  of  sternest  missionary  necessities.  A  neigh-' 
wt>ring  minister  exchanged  with  him  one  Sabbath,  and  was 
greatrg^  annoyed  by  the  improper  conduct  of  the  young  peo- 
ple. When  they  met  on  Monday  morning,  he  inquired 
"  How  is  it  possible  that  you  can  stay  in  Lan^on?  I  would 
not  stay  there  for  $  1000  a  year."  The  following  Sabbath  Mr. 
Wood  preached  from  Acts  17:  5.  Just  as  he  was  speaking 
this  text  a  young  man  came  and  rapped  very  hard  with  his 
fist  upon  the  front  door,  opened  it,  made  a  low  bow,  and 
sauntered  to  a  seat,  evidently  expecting  to  witness  a  general 
smile.  But  the  text  just  repeated  gave  an  opposite  turn  to 
his  effort,  and  the  repetition  of  it  served  to  produce  shame 
rather  than  amusement  in  himself  The  sermon  on  this  oc- 
casion, together  with  an  expressed  regret  that  the  minister 
who  had  ofSciated  the  previous  Sabbath  had  been  annoyed  1^ 
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the  coudnct  of  the  youn^  people  in  the  gallery,  with  an  alhi- 
sion  to  the  perfect  propnety  manifested  by  the  crowded  giJ- 
leries  of  youn^  people  where  he  sjjent  the  last  Sabbath,  nad 
the  desired  effect,  and  from  this  time  there  was  a  manifest 
disposition  among  all  classes  to  conduct  with  decorum  in  the 
house  of  God.  Balls  were  a  favorite  amusement  for  the  young 
and  middle-aged  people  during  the  winter  season.  They  reg- 
ularly held  two  a  weelk.  The  young  men  would  spend  in  this 
way  from  $20  to  $40  each  during  a  winter. 

June  3, 1839,  the  Union  church  met  at  the  vestry  in 
Langdon,  and  "voted  that  Langdon  be  the  center  ^laoe  of 
church  meetings  for  business,  communion,  &c.,  till  it  shall 
be  deemed  expedient  to  meet  somewhere  else.''  Feb.  11, 
1840,  the  church  voted  to  change  the  name  to  the  "  First 
Evan^lical  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Langdon.'' 
At  this  time  the  state  of  things  assumed  the  appearance  of 
prosperity.  Proposals  were  made  to  Mr.  Wooa  to  Bettle 
with  them  and  receive  ordination  as  their  pastor.  This 
proposition  occasioned  severe  spiritual  trials.  To  accede  to 
it  would  be  the  abandonment  of  his  cherished  plans.  But 
after  much  meditation  and  prayer,  he  decided  to  settle  with 
this  church  in  the  ministry,  ana  was  ordained  its  pas^ 
April  8.  1840.  During  this  year  four  were  added  to  tk 
church  Dy  letter.    Infants,  baptized,  five. 

The  services  of  ordination  had  a  most  happy  effect.  Tha 
way  of  the  Spirit  was  being  cast  up.  During  the  winter  rf 
1840-41  the  Holy  Spirit  descendea,  giving  power  and  effect 
to  the  preached  word.  This  state  of  tnings  required  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  meetings  and  religious  labors.  In 
these  Mr.  Wood  requested  the  assistance  of  brother  Lav^ 
rence  of  Claremont,  who  very  kindly  anid  heartily  came  and 
entered  into  the  work  with  him.  It  was  a  time  of  awfiu 
solemnity.  Several  cases  were  of  peculiar  interest.  '|  Thero 
came  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  and  the  roads  were  utterly  impas- 
sable, and  one  family,  situated  more  than  two  nmes  from 
the  Meeting-house  and  the  physjcian,  found  themselves  in 
great  distress— they  thought  they  were  sick  and  must 
attempt  to  get  the  physician,  but  the  furious  wind  and  the 
heaps  of  snow  at  once  convinced  them  that  the  attempt 
would  be  futile.  They  were,  tJhey  hardly  knew  how,  led  to 
the  Bible  and  to  Gk)d,  in  prayer,  and  they  soon  found  that 
relief  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  which  they  needed.  The  Great 
Physician  came,  notwithstanding  the  tempest,  and  healed 
their  sin-sick  souls.  Another  case,  deeply  interesting,  was 
that  of  a  young  man,  a  son  of  an  atheist,  and  who  also 
embraced  the  same  cheerless  error.    He  worked  as  a  hired 
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num  in  the  same  family  for  several  seasons,  and  he  was 
enea^  for  the  ensuing  summer.  The  head  of  this  family 
had  just  hopefiilly  experienced  religion.  The  day  on  whicn 
the  young  man  was  to  commence  work  for  the  season  arriv- 
ed, and,  naving  engaged  another  young  man  of  Mb  own 
stamp  to  accompany  him,  they  went  expecting,  as  he  after- 
wards said,  that  their  presence  would  so  mtimidate  the  man 
that  he  would  omit  family  prayer.    If  he  did.  he  should 

E renounce  his  religion  a  farce.  At  the  appointea  time,  the 
kmily  seated  themselves  and  he  took  the  Bible  and  read  the 
account  given  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus.  The  attention 
of  the  young  man  was  arrested,  riveted.  He  could  not  caviL 
He  thought  all  noticed  his  embarrassment.  He  dared  not 
look  up.  At  length  the  Scripture  reading  was  finished  and 
the  man  knelt  and  offered  to  Qod  a  most  simple,  penitent, 
earnest  prayer,  at  the  close  of  which  he  immediately  left  the 
room.  A  short  time  after  this,  this  same  young  man  came 
to  the  meeting  for  religious  conversation  and  prayer,  at  the 
pastor's  study,  with  nis  employer.  He  here  expressed  a 
trembling  hope  that  he  had  given  himself  to  the  Savior,  and 
related  the  above  account  of  his  first  religious  impressions. 
This  narrative  greatly  affected  his  employer,  who  immediate- 
ly eiclaimed,  ^^this  mvst  he  the  tvorlc  of  God— all  of  Ood^ 
foi  I  never  feUt  so  ashamed  of  thepeTformance  of  my  reli- 
gtous  duties  as  on  that  occasion.  1  expected  to  l)e  made  the 
object  of  ridicule  and  contempt,  but  GkkI  made  it  the  mani- 
festation of  his  wisdom  and  power.  To  G^Dd  be  all  the 
glory.''  As  the  result  of  this  season  of  refreshing,  13  were 
added  to  the  church,  eight  of  whom  received  the  ordinance 
of  IjMtptism.  During  the  winter  and  spring  of  1841-2^ffort8 
were  made  for  the  erection  of  a  Meetii^^house.  Having 
ak^eady  purchased  a  house  for  a  parsonage  and  obligated 
themselves  to  pay  9550,  and  expended  a  considerable  sum 
ia  repairs  to  render  it  inhabitable,  and  paying  between  two 
and  three  per  cent,  on  their  grand  list  for  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel,  yet  they  subscrited  $700  towards  the  erection 
of  a  Meeting-house.  There  was  a  sad  accident  at  the  rais- 
ing of  the  mune,  by  which  one  man  was  instantly  killed, 
and  several  others  more  or  less  severely  bruised.  This  event 
threw  a  cloud  of  gloom  over  the  hearts  of  the  church  and 
others  who  wished  well  to  their  cause.  The  house  was  fin- 
ished and  dedicated  Oct.  29, 1842. 

During  the  preceding  season  several  important  members 
removed  their  residence  from  town  and  were  no  loiter  espje- 
cially  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  this  little  Zion.  The 
Heeting-house  and  land  on  which  it  stands  were  not  wholly 
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paid  for.  The  burden  rested  so  heavily  on  those  Femainin^ 
as  to  quite  discourage  them.  But  looking  up  to  the  God 
of  Abraham^  Isaac  and  Jacob,  whence  cometn  help  to  the 
distressed,  and  crying  earnestly  to  him,  "Help  us,  0  Lord 
our  God  ror  we  rest  on  thee,"  they  determined  to  make 
another  earnest  eflfort.  The  pastor,  who  had  already  obtain- 
ed subscriptions  from  the  neighboring  churches  and  in  Bos- 
ton and  vicinity  to  the  amount  of  J700,  made  another  and 
a  successful  appeal  for  help.  The  debt  was  paid  and  the 
house  and  land  on  which  it  stood  became  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  church,  and  the  rent  of  the  slips  appropriated  to 
the  support  of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  The  peace 
desired,  m  the  erection  of  this  Sanctuary,  was  fully  secured 

The  church  had  to  this  time  struggled  incessantly  against 
many  adversaries  and  with  ^at  diss^antages.  But  instead 
of  being  consumed  or  weakened,  she.  like  oppressed  Israel 
in  Egypt,  increased  the  more.  On  tne  day  tne  house  was 
dedicated,  to  what  one  member  expressed,  all  the  rest  hear- 
tily subscribed.  "I  know  not,"  said  he,  "that  I  hat}ea 
8traw  less  or  am  one  cent  the  poorer  for  the  lumber y  labor 
and  tim^  I  have  spent  in  building  this  house  for  Ood,  I  homt 
been  blest y  prospered  and  succeeded  in  every  thing  I  h^ave 
undertaken  far  beyond  my  largest  expectations.  Truly  OfA 
isfaitikfvl  to  his  promise.  The  church  now  being  deliverd 
out  of  the  hands  of  her  enemies,  might  serve  God  withoat 
fear,  in  holiness  and  righteousness.  But  the  church  as  a 
body  inclined  too  much  to  the  side  of  carnal  rest  and  inac- 
tivity. Under  a  sense  of  duty  Mr.  Wood  asked  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  pastoral  relation,  which  was  obtained  in  ^ 
month  of  January  1849.   He  is  now  settled  in  Townshend,  w. 

No  minister  has  been  installed  here  since  Mr.  Wood  l^tt. 
Rev.  Nelson  Barbour  labored  as  stated  supply  from  Marqh 
1849  to  March  1852,  and  Rev.  Edwin  Jennison  from  May 
1852  to  March  1854.  After  Mr.  Jennison  left,  the  pulpit 
^  was  supplied  most  of  the  time  by  Rev.  S.  R.  Arms  of  Spring- 
field, Vt.,  till  September  1854,  when  Rev.  C.  Taylor  com- 
menced laboring  here  as  stated  supply.  Contributions  to 
benevolent  objects,  since  1849,  amount  to  nearly  ?  200,  most 
of  it  to  the  N.  H.  Missionary  Society.  Since  Mr.  Wood  lefk 
the  number  of  infant  baptisms  is  21,  and  the  additions  to 
the  church  22.  The  open  opposition  to  the  truth  here  is 
much  less  now  than  formerly.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  take  a  decided  stand  in  fevor  of  temperance  : 
and  in  point  of  morality  and  good  order,  this  town  will 
probably  compare  fevorably  vrith  other  towns  in  New  Eng- 
land. The  town  is  now  a  notable  instance  of  the  reformato- 
ry power  of  evangelical  truth  in  society  generally. 
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Rev.  RoBBKT  Paox. 

The  church  was  oi^nized  Nov.  13, 1781,  with  seven  male 
members.  Bev.  Eli^  Fisher,  having  preached  here  half  a 
year,  was  ordained  as  pastor  Sept.  25, 1787.  He  continued 
m  that  office  till  his  decease  May  22,  1831,  nearly  44  vears. 
For  a  few  vears  before  his  death  however,  through  the 
infirmities  of  age,  he  did  not  preach.  Four  had  been  added 
before  his  settlement,  and  200  were  added  before  he  received 
a  colleague.  Rev.  Charles  M.  Brown  was  settled  as  coUe^ue 
Sept.  18, 1828.  He  was  dismissed  Nov.  16,  1830.  Rev. 
Broughton  White  supplied  the  desk  afterward  two  or  three 
years.  J^v.  Ebenezer  Coleman  was  installed  as  pastor  Dec. 
3, 1834;  he  was  dismissed  Sept.  25, 1838 ;  about  50  had 
been  added  since  Mr.  Brown  was  settled.  Rev.  Samuel  H. 
Teaman  commenced  preaching  here  June  2, 1839  ;  he  closed 
his  labors  in  April  lo44  ;  35  were  added  in  his  time.  Rev. 
Daniel  Sawyer,  after  others  had  preached  in  the  place,  was 
ordained  as  pastor  May  13. 1846 ;  he  was  dismissed  Nov. 
7,  1850  ;  22  were  added  in  nis  ministry.  Rev.  Robert  Page 
ccptmenced  preaching  here  in  April  lo51.  His  labors  wiu 
the  church  are  still  continued  ;  23  have  been  added  to  the 
church — ^21  by  profession.  AH  who  have  belonged  to  the 
church  number  337.  The  present  number  is  85  ;  29  males, 
and  56  females.  Baptisms  from  the  beginning  have  been 
433,  The  records  were  burnt  in  1846,  so  that  the  history 
cannot  be  made  perfect. 

From  an  aged  man,  now  member  of  the  second  church,  we 
learn  that  in  1798  a  revival  followed  the  preaching  of  a 
Mneral  sermon  firom  Ps.  12  :  1.  More  than  forty  joined  the 
Qongregational  church,  and  40  children  were  baptized  in  one 
day.  In  1823,  there  was  an  extensive  revival  reaching  to 
all  parts  of  the  town  ;  more  than  fifty  joined  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  still  more  joined  other  denominations.  In 
1831,  a  revival  commenced  under  the  labors  of  Rev.  Brough- 
ton White  in  the  S.  E.  School  District ;  it  spread  gradually 
till  all  parts  of  the  town  shared  lai^ly  in  tne  wo&.  This 
continued  more  than  two  years,  ana  more  than  forty  joined 
the  Congregational  church,  lliere  was  a  similar  season  of 
refireshing  while  Mr.  Tolman  ministered  to  this  people.  The 
church  received  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One  which  has 
never  been  wholly  lost. 

Since  the  present  minister  came  to  the  place  there  has  been  • 
another  revival    It  commenced  in  OctoDer  1853.    A  hope.* 
30 
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of  such  a  season  had  been  created  once  or  twice  before,  espe- 
cially by  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  church.  That  hope  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  passing  away  of  the  feeling  which 
inspired  it.  And  now  the  prospect  was  very  dark.  Never 
berore,  since  he  came  to  the  place,  was  the  aspect  of  thiiigB 
so  discouraging.  The  prayer  meeting  was  thinner  than  ever, 
and  "the  way  of  the  Lord"  seemed  ferther  from  being  "|He- 
pared''  by  his  people  than  at  any  time  before.  W&n  the 
revival  commenced  it  took  the  church  by  surprise.  Th&j 
were  not  looking  for  it,  and  the  general  confession  was  tiu^ 
they  were  not  prepared  for  it.  It  was  almost  like  a  rain 
from  a  cloudless  sky. 

It  first  appeared  in  the  select  school  taught  hj  a  pious 
student  of  Dartmouth  college.  Two  young  ladies,  one  <rf 
whom  had  been  somewhat  anxious  about  her  salvation  fiff 
months,  and  the  other  for  a  year  or  two, — but  who  had  not 
made  it  known, — ^were  much  more  deeply  impressed  on  a 
Sabbath  in  October,  and  that  week  began  to  hone,  as  did  two 
others  also,  that  they  had  "passed  from  deatn  unto  Efe.** 
The  work  went  on  rapidly  till  some  twenty  five  or  more  had 
come  to  indulge  the  same  hope,  the  most  of  them  within  the 
sptkce  of  four  weeks.  It  seemed  like  a  summer  shower — ^sod- 
den, and  soon  over.  Convictions  were  generally  deep  esi 
short.  The  subjects  were  generally  young — ^nearly  all  undBr 
thirty,  and  most  of  them  under  twenty.  The  greater  pirt 
bad  had  their  attention  awakened,  more  or  less,  for  weds 
or  months  before  the  revival  commenced.  Sixte^i — ^includ- 
ing two  who  were  not  subjects  of  this  revival — ^united  ipfiA 
the  church  Jan.  1, 1854  Four  others  joined  in  March.  '*t  ^ 
of  these,  except  three  or  four,  had  parents,  one  or  botfib  of 
whom  were  professors  of  religion.  ^  ^ 

This  was  a  striking  display  of  the  sovereignty  of  Gk)d  p 
the  gift  of  his  Spirit.  The  church  were  not,  as  a  body,  ear- 
nestly praying  for  it,  and  they  acknowledged  that  they  had 
not  "  prepatm  the  way  of  the  Lord."  And  though  theie 
was  a  reviving  in  the  church,  after  the  work  began,  yet  this 
was  not  by  any  means  so  general  as  might  have  been  expect- 
ed. And  there  were  other  things,  beside  the  lack  of  deep 
general  interest,  to  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God.  The  wor^ 
from  beginning  to  end,  was  by  the  tvonderful  sovereignty  of 
God.  And  in  another  respect  this  sovereignty  appeared,— 
the  year  before,  there  were  revivals  in  about  all  the  neigh- 
boring churches,  and  in  the  Methodist  church  in  this  town ; 
but  ail  was  the  coldness  of  death  here.  Now  the  Spirit  (tf 
Otod  was  poured  out  here,  and  on  none  of  the  surrounding 
churches.    ^^  He  causeth  it  to  rain  upon  one  city,  and.oaoB- 
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etii  it  not  to  lain  a]x>n  anotiier  dty."    "  Even  bo,  Father,  £)r 
flo  it  seemeth  good  in  thy  fiight/' 

The  Articles  of  the  church  recognize  infimt  baptism  as 
Scriptural ;  but  the  C!oTenant  does  not  absolutely  rejwre  it. 
Most  of  the  diurch  practice  it,  but  a  few  do  not.  Some  do 
not,  because  their  cmldren  are  not,  in  this  thing,  under  their 
control.  The  Lord's  Supper  is  administered  every,  alternate 
month  b^;inning  with  January,  as  is  common  with  most  oi 
our  churches.  Mr.  Fisher,  settled  by  the  town,  was  to  have 
a  ministerial  lot  of  land^  £  30  as  a  settlement,  and  £  40  as 
salary,  which  was  to  be  mcreased  yearly,  until  it  amounted 
to  £  70  ;  also  his  fire  wood.  The  salary  of  Mr.  Brown  was  * 
9  400.  Since  Mr.  Fisher's  death  the  ministers  have  occu- 
pied the  parsonage^  given  by  Mr.  Fisher,  and  consisting  at 
nresent  of  60  or  70  acres  of  land,  mostly  nasturage  and  wood 
knd,  with  a  comfortable  house  and  other  building.  Besides 
tins,  the  society  have  given,  for  some  years,  (200  and  the 
wood  drawn  and  partly  prepared  for  the  fire.  The  church 
have  given  for  a  few  years,  for  the  various  objects  of  benev- 
olence, from  9  70  to  more  than  9 100  annually. 

The  fljst  settlers,  who  came  here  a  little  more  than  80 
years  ago,  were  mostly  fix)m  Connecticut.  They  very  soon 
set  up  the  public  worship  of  Gk>d,  some  years  before  any 
preacner  of  the  gospel  came  here.  That  worship  has  always 
been  maintained.  For  some  years  it  was  in  private  houses  ; 
then  in  a  school  house.  A  Meeting-house  was  built,  after  a 
long  trial  to  fix  on  the  spot,  in  1794.  This  was  removed,  in 
the  course  of  some  thirty  years  or  more,  to  the  principal  vil- 
la^ in  the  town.  At  length  the  Con^n^tional  society,  not 
bemg  permitted  to  occupy  it  all  the  tmie,  built  a  new  house. 

Shis  occasioned  the  going  ofif  of  many,  who  united  with  the 
[ethodists  in  building  another  house.  Two  members  of  this 
<fiiurch,  trained  up  here,  studied  for  the  ministiy.  One  of 
tiiese  died  before- completing  his  studies, — the  other  went  to 
the  South  to  teach,  and  is  also  dead.  Two  others,  though 
not  bom  here,  were  for  some  years  members  of  the  churcn, 
•and  are  now  in  the  ministry.  One  other  person,  raised  up 
in  the  town,  is  now  a  Congregational  minister,  though  he 
was  not  a  member  of  this  church. 

Extract  from  the  sermon  of  Mr.  Fisher  at  the  dedication 
of  the  Meeting-house  in  1822  :  ^^  It  is  more  than  time  that 
I  should  close  my  discourse.  But  before  we  separate.  I  feel 
oonstrained  to  single  out  from  this  promiscuous  assembly,  who 
have  honored  us  wilh  their  presence  and  assistance  this  day, 
the  members  of  my  dear  congregation,  to  whom  I  have  {or 
so  many  years  dispensed  the  worn  of  life,  with  whom  I  have 
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liyed  in  snch  remarkable  faarmonj  and  peace,  and  fiom  whom 
I  must  shortly  take  my  final  leave.  My  dear  brethren  and 
friends  :  I  must  shortly  exchange  this  sacred  desk  for  a  saUe 
coffin,  and  this  holy  mansion  for  the  house  appointed  for  all 
the  living.  0  that  I  may  obtain  mercy  of  the  Lord  upon 
ihat  all-important  day ! 

"  But  if,  before  my  departure,  I  could  see  my  congr^^ 
tion  of  one  heart  ana  one  mind— all  united  in  upholding  tbd 
worship  of  Ood,  and  building  up  the  cause  and  interest  of 
our  Divine  Redeemer  in  this  place— could  I  see  one  more  uni- 
^  versal  attention  to  religion  before  I  die — could  I  have  a  hope- 
ful prospect  that  a  more  worthy  successor  will  take  my  place 
when  my  head  is  laid  in  the  dust — ^it  seems  as  thou^  it 
would  make  my  setting  sun  look  pleasant,  and  afford  a  cneer- 
ing  ray  to  lighten  me  tnrough  the  dark  and  gloomy  valley 
th^t  I  must  shortly  pass.  I  can  say  no  more  ;  my  tears 
must  speak  the  rest !"  In  the  following  year  the  revivd 
came. 


LEMPSTER.* 

SxcoRD  Chitsch. 

This  church  was  organized  Feb.  1st,  1837,  of  19  membeift 
It  received  firom  the  First  church  ten  persons.  The  whole 
number  of  members  is  63 — ^present  number  23— deaths 
10.  In&nt  baptisms  15.  One  brother  is  studying  for  the 
ministry.  The  Meeting-house  stands  100  rods  east  ftom 
the  geographical  centes^of  the  town.  The  grave  jaid  is  SO 
rods  south-east  firom  the  Meeting-house,  lliis  was  selected 
in  June  1773,  by  Dea.  Samuel  Roundy,  a  few  days  aftftr 
Rufiis  Beekus  was  killed  hj  a  fiskUing  tree,  and  was  the  fir^ 
white  person  interred  on  the  sj)ot,  and  it  has  been  used  hf 
the  town  ^excepting  a  few  &milies,)  ever  since.    The  Con- 

nationai  Ri^t  under  the  charter  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
,  comprising  200  acres,  lay  within  one  mile  north-east 
of  Center  Meeting-house.  The  oldest  member  of  this  church,* 
Samuel  Roundy,  now  86  years  of  age,  has  been  a  member 
56  years,  and  has  read  the  Family  Bible  through  in  course 
more  than  one  hundred  times  since  it  was  given  him  by  his 
fiskther,  (Dea.  S.  Roundy,)  in  1821,  and  for  twenty  years 
before  this  had  practiced  reading  it  in  course  as  all  Chris- 
tians should  do.  A  practical  Mlief  in  the  Old  as  weU  as 
New  Testament  as  the  Wprd  of  (Jod,  is  the  only  preventive 
against  embracing  evefy  new  ism. 

•  Skttdi  hf  Dm.  R.  Rovndjr. 
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The  following  ministers  have  labored  with  this  church  : — 
Bey.  Messrs.  Stephen  Rogers,  Justus  L.  Jan^  S.  S.  Arnold, 
Samuel  Mason,  Aaron  Waitt,  A.  8.  Swift,  J.  Peabody.  The 
first  eight  years  the  congregation  was  twice  as  large  as  it  now 
is.  The  Methodist  church  numbers  from  forty  to  fifty. — 
Three  ministers  of  this  order  have  been  raised  up,  and  within 
thirty  years  eight  UniversaliBt  ministers.  Since  1836,  there 
have  been  three  or  four  seasons  of  religious  interest. 


MEBIDEN. 

R«v.Aiio«  Blarcbxri). 

On  the  7th  of  February  1780  the  town  of  Plamfield 
Toted  that  the  inhabitants  in  the  east  part  of  the  town 
might  unite  mth  the  inhabitants  of  the  west  part  of  New 
Grantham  in  the  support  of  the  gospel.  The  first  meeting, 
of  which  record  is  made,  relating  to  parish  business,  was  held 
May  23, 1796.  The  subject  matter  of  this  meeting  was  to 
raise  a  fimd  of  £1000,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  support  of  a  gospel  minister  in  this  parish. — 
A  committee  was  chosen  for  this  purpose,  and  after  discuss- 
ing the  subject  for  a  few  meetings  it  was  abandoned. 

The  name  of  Meriden  was  given  to  this  parish  by  the  late 
Dr.  Woods  of  Boscawen,  who  was  the  first  preacher  employ- 
ed here  after  the  separation  took  place,  and  to  whom  the 
naming  of  the  parish  was  entrusted.  The  name  was  proba- 
bfy  taken  from  a  parish  of  that  name,  in  the  town  of  Wal- 
liD^rd,  New  Haven  county,  Conn.  The  parish  itself  was 
incorporated  in  1780  or  'ol.  A  revival  of  religion  was 
<mjoyed  under  the  preaching  of  Dr.  Woods,  who  commenced 
his  ministry  here.  As  the  result  of  this  revival^  on  the  2d 
of  May  1780,  a  Congregational  church  was  organized  by  the 
Bev.  Josiah  Potter  of  Lebanon,  consisting  of  14  members. 
The  church  extended  a  call  to  Dr.  Woods,  which  he  declin- 
ed. In  1782-3  another  revival  of  religion  was  enjoyed,  dur- 
ing which  the  church  extended  a  cdl  to  Mr.  Nahum  Sar- 
gent, which  he  declined. 

Bev.  Experience  EstabrooL  a  member  of  the  Londonder- 

Jj  Presbytery  was  installed  the  first  pastor  of  this  church, 
une  6, 1787.  As  the  old  Meeting-house  was  «nall,  and  in 
UL  unfinished  and  dilapidated  condition,  his  installation  took 
I>laoe4n  the  open  air.  He  was  dismissed  by  a  mutual  coun- 
cil. May  7, 1792.  It  appears,  however,  by  a  vote  of  the 
church,  Aug.  22,  1793,  that  Mr.  Estabrook  continued  to 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


462  SULUTAH  OWNTT. 

supply  the  ^tdpit  and  adminifirter  the  ordinaiMeB  for  some 
time  after  his  dismissioD.  There  is  no  .record  of  the  number 
added,  or  dismissed  during  his  minktrjr,  though  it  is  stated 
that  the  church  was  much  diminished  by  removals  Mid 
deaths  till  1799. 

Mr.  Siloimi  Short  was  ordained  and  installed  over  this 
diurch.  Nov.  7,  1799.  After  his  settlement  the  chuvdi 
enjoyed  a  period  of  great  prosperity.  The  oonn^ation  was 
large,  the  nouse  being  literally  filled  on  the  Sabbath.  Dur- 
ing ms  brief  ministry,  a  very  interesting  revival  of  religion 
was  enjoved,  which  increased  the  number  of  members  to 
about  100.  Mr.  Short  died  very  suddenly  of  scarlet  fever, 
Sept.  29,  1803,  aged  32,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  minis- 
try. Mr.  Short  was  an  eminent  Christian  and  a  devoted 
and  faithful  minister.  He  had  a  good  report  of  them  that 
are  without.  Those  now  in  the  church,  and  others  who 
remember  him,  speak  of  him  with  much  affection  even  to 
this  day.  His  labors  were  greatly  blessed,  and  \m  disadi 
proved  a  severe  affliction  to  tne  church. 

Mr.  David  Dickinson,  a  licentiate  of  the  Brookfleld  Asso^ 
ciation,  Ms.,  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  the  ohtuoh 
July  4, 1804.  Mr.  Dickinson  had  been  a  physician,  pre* 
vious  to  his  entming  the  ministry.  He  contmued  pastor  tf 
the  church  till  June  26,  1819.  During  this  period  Ite 
church  was  in  a  very  unsettled  state.  Oases  of  discipline 
and  excommunication  were  frequent.  Beligion  was  low, 
a  few  were  added  to  the  church.  The  records  are  so  imper- 
fdct  that  no  accurate  statistics  can  be  dven. 

Mr.  Dana  Olayes,  a  graduate  of  Anctover  thedodcal  setai- 
nary,  was  ordained  and  instilled  over  this  churdi,  Jufy^  4, 
1821,  and  sustained  the  pastoral  relation  tiU  Oct.  17, 183f. 
So  fer  as  the  records  show,  there  were  added  to  the  churct 
during  his  ministiy  74  inoividualB  hv  profession,  and  25  b/ 
letter ;  24  were  dismissed,  and  27  cnildren  were  baptized. — 
No  record  seems  to  have  oeen  made  of  deaths  or  exoomipiK 
nications.  During  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Olayes'  ministrf 
an  unhappy  state  of  alienation  existed  between  the  minister 
and  a  minority  of  the  members  of  the  church,  and  much  bit- 
terness among  the  brethren.  This  continued  so  long,  uid 
to  such  a  decree,  as  to  result  in  great  injury  to  the  cause  6[ 
Ohrist  in  this  place.  Its  sad  reemts  admonish  Ohristians  to 
avoid  strifes  and  division,  and,  "if  it  be  possible"  to  live 
peadeably  with  all  men ; "  and  it  warns  ministeis  espedally, 
m  all  that  concerns  them  personally,  to  "leave  off  conten- 
tion before  it  is  meddled  witti."  From  1837  to  1840  Ae 
church  was  witiiout  a  pastor,  but  employed  Bev.  Edward 
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OleaYelaiid,  for  one  year.  Wliile  destituie  of  a  pastor  liiree 
were  added  to  the  church  by  profession,  three  by  letter, 
seventeen  weie  dtemissed,  three  died,  and  eight  children 
were  baptized. 

Bey.  Amos  Blaachard,  a  native  of  Peacham,  Yt,  and 
graduate  of  Andover  theological  seminary,  was  installed 
paQtor  of  this  church  Jan.  8. 1840.  Since  his  installation 
to  Oct.  1, 1854,  60  individuals  have  united  with  the  church 
on  profession  of  their  faith ;  48  by  letter ;  20  have  been  remov- 
ed  by  death ;  25  have  been  dismissed,  and  27  infants  have 
been  baptized.  There  have  been  two  cases  of  discipline ;  no 
excisions  from  the  church. 

Several  seasons  of  religious  interest  have  been  enjoyed, 
xdncipally  though  not  wholly,  connected  with  Kimball 
Union  Academy.  During  the  first  of  these  seasons  about 
40  of  the  students  indulged  hope ;  in  the  second,  12 ;  in  the 
tiiiid,  10,  and  duiing  the  fourth,  about  20.  Several  have 
indulged  hopes  at  other  times ;  but  as  the  majority  of  those 
hopemlly  converted  were  residents  in  other  places,  but  few 
comparatively  have  c(»mected  themselves  with  this  churcL 
As  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  chorch  now  numbers 
104  m^nbeis. 

MisoELLANSOus  NOTICES.  The  first  house  for  public  wor* 
ship  built  in  this  parish  was  30  feet  by  40.  It  was  very  low 
posted  and  boarded  up  and  down  like  a  bam.  It  was  never 
cl^>boarded.  It  had  only  one  door,  five  or  six  places  fi>r 
windows,  which,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  were  closed 
with  rouffh  boaids.  The  interior  was  likewise  unfinished; 
the  naked  timbers  were  in  sight ;  three  o^r  four  rough  parti- 
tions constituted  what  were  called  pews ;  and  as  a  substitute 
£>r  a  pulpit,  there  was  a  rude  endosure  resembling  a  pen. — 
The  remainder  of  the  fioor  was  covered  with  rough  benches, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  congr^;ation  at  laree.  This 
was  erected  in  1783,  and  was  occupied  as  a  place  for  public 
worship  and  school  room,  and  perhaps  occasional  town  meet- 
ings tiU  March  1797,  when,  by  vote  of  the  parish,  it  was  sold 
at  jDublic  auction. 

On  the  24th  of  October  1796  it  yras  voted  in  parish  meet- 
ing to  build  a  new  Meeting-house,  the  size  of  the  present 
house  before  its  re-construction,  60  feet  by  50,  with  a  stee- 
ple on  one  end  and  a  poroh  on  the  other.  This  house  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  94,400.  The  parish  voted  that  the 
house  should  be  equally  fr€^  to  all  denominations  of  Chris- 
tians ;  and  that  any  proprietor  diould  have  the  right  to 
introduce  a  preacher  of  his  own  denomination  into  the  desk, 
any  Sabbath,  or  on  any  week  day,  when  it  was  not  sujj^liea 
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by  the  pariah,  or  occupied  by  previous  appointment,  provid- 
ed he  did  it  at  his  own  expense.    This^  was  goin^  for  the 
largest  liberty ;  but  it  was  the  occasion  of  much  lU  feeling 
and  difficulty  in  subsequent  years.    These  difficulties  were 
happily  adjusted  in  1816  by  an  instrument  in  which  the 
pnncipal  Congregational  members  agreed  to  pay  the  diaaf- 
rected  proprietors  75  cents  on  the  dollar,  on  property  owned 
by  them  in  the  house,  they  promising  to  be  content  herasrf- 
ter.    So  much  interest  was  felt  in  public  worship  by  the 
people  at  that  time,  that,  during  the  two  years  tne  houBe 
was  in  finishing,  temporary  seats  were  put  up,  and  occasional 
meetings  held  m  it  on  the  Sabbath.    Soon  after  the  wood 
work  and  painting  were  completed,  a  bell  was  procured  and 
suspended  in  its  place,  to  the  wonder  and  delight  at  least  of 
the  youth.    They  had  never  heard  one  before,  and  would 
often  watch  and  listen  for  half  an  hour  out  of  doors^  even 
on  cold  winter  evenings,  to  catch  its  first  peals.    As  this  was 
the  first  bell  in  this  vicinity,  till  many  vears  afterwards^  it 
excited  so  much  envy  among  our  neighbors  in  adjoining 
towns  that  they  called  it  the  "Jfencfew  Idol!*'    This  house 
continued  to  be  occupied  as  a  place  of  public  worship  most 
of  the  time  for  nearly  fifty  years.    On  the   10th  of  April 
1843,  an  effort  was  commenced  to  repair  and  remodel  tfai 
house,  which  was  completed  in  1846,  at  a  cost  6f  92849,46. 
Kimball  Union  Academy. — As  this  Academy  is  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  cause  of  Christ,  it  claims  some 
notice  in  a  religious  history  of  this  parish.    It  owed  its  ori- 
gin to  the  sumestions  of  a  poor,  but  pious  jroung  man  from 
this  State,  while  pursuing  theological  studies  in  the  Nortin 
of  England.    He  nad  gone  there  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of 
an  institution  with  a  partial  course  of  studies,  affording  ^la^ 
tuitous  instruction  and  aid  to  young  men  of  promise,  m  in- 
digent circumstances,  and  candidates  for  the  gospel  ministry. 
It  was  at  first  proposed  to  establish  a  similar  institution  in 
,  this  country — to  be  denominated  "  The  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont  Theological  Seminary."    Flattering  encouragement 
was  held  out,  that  material  pecuniary  aid  could  ei^y  be 
procured  fVom  England  and  Scotland  for  the  endowment  of 
such  a  seminary.    After  mature  and  careM  deliberation  in 
several  conventions  of  clergymen,  from  Vermont,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut — the  last  of  which, 
held  at  Windsor,  Vt.,  was  opened  with  a  sermon  by  Presi- 
dent Dwight  of  Yale  college — the  original  design  was  givw 
up.    In  cons^uence,  however,  of  a  m)eral  donation,  prom- 
ised by  Hon.  Daniel  Kimball  of  Meriden.  N.  H.,  it  was  re- 
aolved  by  this  convention  to  establish  a  scnool,  with  a  oonsti- 
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tntion  essentially  embraced  in  the  present  charter  of  the  in- 
stitution. Its  object,  as  set  forth  in  the  first  section  of  the 
charter,  should  be— ^^  to  assist  in  the  education  of  poor  and 
pious  young  men  for  the  gospel  ministry,  and  such  others  as 
may  he  admitted  by  the  Trustees,  on  tuition ;  to  be  denom- 
inated ihe  Union  Academy. 

The  will  of  the  benevolent  donor  fixed  the  location  in  his 
native  village;  it  provided  for  the  pecunianr  assistance  of 
that  class  of  young  men  indicated  above,  only  in  their  pre- 
paratory course  for  college.  It  was  incorporated  in  lol3 ; 
its  first  building  was  defeated  Jan.  7, 1815 ;  and  the  first 
school  opened  on  the  following  day.  At  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Kimball,  which  happened  two  years  after  the  opening  of  the 
school,  he  bequeath^  to  it  the  principal  part  of  his  valuable 
estate  as  a  permanent  fimd ;  wnich  amounts  at  present  to 
nearly  950,iXX).  A  new  and  beautifiil  edifice  was  added  to 
the  original  buildings  in  1840 ;  and  a  female  department, 
with  a  rail  and  systematic  course  of  study,  was  at  that  time 
opened.  Since  that  time,  the  patronage  of  the  school,  al- 
ways large,  has  been  much  increeused.  The  average  number 
of  pupils,  per  term,  has  been  over  200 ;  the  largest  number 
at  any  one  time,  310.  The  classes  fitted  for  coU^  have 
averaged,  for  the  last  fifteen  vears  at  least,  more  uian  25 
each ;  and  the  number  assisted  as  candidates  for  the  minis- 
trjr,  from  15  to  20  each  year. 

The  characteristic  features  of  the  school  have  been,  its 
permanency,  its  extensive  board  of  thoroughly  educated 
teachers^  and  the  conseijuent  amount  of  instruction  fiir- 
nished  m  comparison  with  other  schools,  its  careful  and 
thorough  discipline,  and  its  decidedly  religious  character. 
During  the  forty  ye&rs  of  its  active  existence,  it  has  had  but 
lour  principals.  The  first  held  his  office  four  jears ;  the  se- 
cond, three ;  the  third,  thirteen ;  the  present  mcumbent  has 
entered  upon  the  twenty  first  year  smce  his  appointment. 
Assistant  teachers,  many  of  them,  have  been  almost  as  per- 
manent. 

It  will  be  perceived  bv  the  circumstances  of  its  origin,  that 
it  was  baptized  as  a  child  of  the  church.  It  was  the  design 
of  its  pious  founder  to  make  it  a  fountain  of  righteousness, 
as  well  as  of  knowled^.  All  its  trustees  and  teachers  must 
be  professors  of  religion,  and  subscribe  to  the  Assembly's 
Shorter  Catechism,  as  the  platform  of  their  fidth.  It  has  al- 
ways shared  largely,  and  principally,  in  the  sympathies  and 
patronage  of  ^w  England  churches.  Its  Ijienevolent  pro- 
vision for  the  assistance  of  candidates  for  the  ministry  adds 
materially  to  the  number  of  pious  students  in  attendance.   It 
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Bcdgkt  be  expected,  therefore,  aa  theregult  of  ihk  ocmeeoitr 
tioQ  and  these  advantaeeB,  tnat  the  dews  of  Heaven  would 
often  distil  upon  it,  and  the  blessings  of  a  covenant-keeping 
God  would  not  be  withheld.  Such  lia6  been  the  case,  in  the 
history  of  the  institution  up  to  the  present  time.  There  have 
been  many  precious  and  powerful  revivids  of  religion.  resaU** 
ing,  we  may  believe,  in  the  consecration  of  much  youtnM  tal- 
ent to  the  service  of  the  church  and  the  world,  as  ministexSy 
missionaries,  teachers,  and  useful  citizens  in  all  the  profe»* 
sions  and  callings  of  life.  During  the  last  twenty  years  of 
the  school^  there  have  been  but  fouar  or  five,  out  of  the  nmm«* 
ber,  in  which  there  has  not  been  more  or  less  special  religioua 
interest ;  in  some  instances,  extending  through  each  term 
of  the  year ;  in  others,  the  refreshing  seasons  have  been  biie^ 
but  of  great  i>ower  and  effect,  subduing  under  their  influence 
almost  every  individual ;  in  others  stul,  there  has  been  the 
gentle  shower,  without  observation,  yet  leaving  behind  mo0l 
pleasing  evidence  that  it  was  from  Heaven,  in  a  new  dedica* 
tion  of  one  and  another  to  the  service  of  Christ.  So  may  it 
continue  to  be  in  the  future  history  of  this  seminary  of  ih» 
church,  only  let  these  gracious  influences  be  increased  a  hun- 
dred fold,  with  a  correspondii^  increase  of  watchfulnesa  and 
prayei¥iil  interest  on^  the  part  of  all  the  friends  of  rcdigiooi 
and  Christian  education. 


NEWPOET. 

£«y.  HSITBT  CUKMISGS. 

The  charter  of  the  township  of  Newport  was  granted  in 
1761.  Five  years  later  the  first  pennanent  settlement  waa 
made  by  dight  young  men  from  Killingworth,  Conn.  Upon 
the  first  Sabbath  after  their  arrival,  wmch  was  in  the  month 
of  June,  they  convened  for  public  worship.  And  it  is  said, 
that  neither  they  nor  their  Congregational  descendants  have 
allowed  a  Sabbath  since  to  pass  vdthout  assembling  them- 
sehes  for  religious  services. 

The  &r8t  place  of  worship  was  under  a  tree.  Thence  they 
resorted  to  a  private  log  house,  which  afforded  all  the  con- 
veniencee  that  they  enjoyed  for  six  or  seven  years.  Here^ 
they  were  wont  to  listen  to  a  layman,  who  read  to  them  out 
of  the  Scriptures^  and  firom  published  sermons.  But,  in 
November  1772,  it  was  voted  that  a  house  30  feet  in  leiuB^ 
and  20  in  width,  with  one  firej^lace,  be  built  at  the  cost  («the 
proprietoni^  to  be  i^shed  in  July  1773,  to  be  used  for  reli^ 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


xswposr.  467 

knift  w6]»hip  and  fer  a  sehool  hofue,  if  need  be,  and  that  for 
this  pnrpoBe  a  tax  of  fifteen  slnllinffg  lawfiil  money  be  levied 
on  each  proprietor's  iifi:ht.  The  first  iling  fonnd  in  the 
itMX)rd6  or  the  town  mm  regavd  to  preaching^  is  a  vote  at 
April  1778,  to  instinct  a  committee  to  ccmfer  with  Mr.  Hor- 
ace Kendall,  to  see  if  he  would  stay  and  preach,  the  town 
contributing  every  Sabbath  for  his  sm)port.  in  October 
1779,  measures  were  taken  by  the  Gongvegationalists  in 
town  to  oi^imize  a.  churcL  Sev.  Aaron  Hall,  of  Keene, 
wae  the  only  minister  present  &otn;  abroad.  He  acted  as 
Bftoderator  of  the  meeting.  Aaron  Bnell  was  chosen  scribe* 
Articles  of  fai^,  rales  (?  discipline,  and  form  of  covenant 
were  adopted  and  signed  by  dgnt  niales  and  nine  females. 
Ihe  following  year  the  town  extended  a  call  to  Samuel 
Wood,  (rfberward  Rev.  Dr.  Wood  of  Bo8(»wen,)  and  offered 
him  &  100  as  settlement  and  £  4&a8  salary  for  two  years, 
the  latter  to  be  atfterward  increased  £  6  a  year  till  it  reached 
£70. 

In  1783,  January  22d.  Bev.  John  Bemele,  having  been  pr&« 
viously  mvited  by  the  cnurch  and  town,  was  instukd  as  the 
first  pastor.  The  town  voted  to  give  hun  a  permanent  sala- 
iir  of  £  70  wad  his  firewood.  Only  thirteen  were  added  to  the 
ekurch  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  B^nele,  which  continued 
for  neariy  eignt  years  and  nine  months.  He  was  dismissedl 
Oct.  10, 1791. 

After  being  destitute  of  a  pastor  for  about  finir  years,  the 
church  made  chcHce  of  one  or  its  own  number— Mr.  Aoijah 
Wines,  for  the  office.  The  sacUsly  concurring,  Mr.  Wines  ¥ra8 
ordained  Jan.  5th,  1796.  Tbo  provision  for  his  support 
included  £  70  at  settlement,  and  a  salaiY  of  £  45,  to  increase 
wnually  £  1  till  it  readied  £  52,  together  with  20  cords  of 
firewooa.  Mr.  Wines  continued  pastor  of  this  diurdi  almost 
twenty  (me  yeafs.  During  his  mmistry  212  were  added  to 
the  church.  He  possessed  a  discriminating  mind,  a  sound 
judgment,  and  was  a  successfiol  preacher.  He  left  pioof  of 
his  talents  as  a  controversial  writ^,  in  an  ^^  Inquiry  mto  tiie 
nature  of  the  Sinner's  Inability  to  make  a  new  nes^.''  Mr. 
Wines  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request  Nor.  26, 1816. 

Nearly  two  years  later,  Mr.  James  B.  Wheelock  received 
a  call  to  the  pastorate,  am  having  accepted,  was  ordained 
Dec.  2, 1818.  Thougn  his  ministry  was  but  little  more  than 
four  years  in  duration,  yet  in  that  time  148  were  added  to 
the  drarch.  He  was  aigmjssed  by  a  mutittl  eouneil  Feb 
28,1823. 

J  anuary  28, 1824,  Bev.  J<^  Woods  was  installed  pastor 
of  the  oburoh.    He  had  bera  for  mne  years  pastor  of  the 
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church  in  Warner.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  oentoiyy 
he  broke  to  the  church  in  Newport  the  bread  of  life.  Dur- 
ing that  time  329  were  added  to  the  church.  He  was  dis- 
missed July  16, 1851.  And  the  same  council  ordained  Mr. 
Henrj  Cummings  as  his  successor^  with  a  salary  of  9700. 
The  whole  numoer  added  to  the  church  since  the  ordination 
of  the  present  pastor,  has  been  129.  The  whole  number 
received  to  membership  since  the  organization  of  the  churdi 
is  about  910.    The  number  at  present  belonging  to  it  is  249. 

The  most  powerM  revivaU  that  this  church  has  ever 
experienced,  were  in  1810,  in  1819,  and  in  the  autmnn  and 
winter  of  1852-3.  Revivals  of  less  extent  but  of  valuaUe 
results,  were  enjoyed  in  1781,  before  the  church  had  a  pastor, 
in  1798,  also  in  1802,  in  1816  and  in  1830.  The  church 
indeed  owes  its  existence  and  its  prosperity  to  revivals  of 
religion.  None  of  the  revivals  which  have  iJeen  named  were 
the  result  of  extra  effort,  but  were  the  fruit  of  a  fidthful 
exhibition  of  Divine  trutn  b^  the  r^ular  ministry,  accom- 
panied by  the  prayers  and  enorte  of  the  lay  members  of  the 
church, — the  help  of  neighboring  ministers  being  called  in 
as  occasion  seemed  to  require.  / 

The  revival  of  1852-3  found  the  church  weakened  fay 
divisions  which  had  resulted,  more  than  two  years  previouslj. 
in  the  withdrawal  of  considerable  numbers  who  had  assisted 
in  the  formation  or  reviving  of  a  Methodist  society.  The 
first  indications  of  special  religious  interest  were  manifested 
at  a  season  of  fitting  and  prayer.  This  was  held  Sept.  18th, 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Asso- 
ciation to  the  various  Congre^tional  and  Presbyterian 
churches  in  the  State,  in  view  of  the  low  condition  of  reli- 
gion. For  several  weeks  subsequent  to  this  occasion,  no  uuu- 
sual  feelii^  was  apparent,  save  in  a  very  few  members  of  th^ 
church,  fiut  the  sudden  death  of  two  sisters  in  the  priiXM 
of  life,  and  members  of  the  church,  occurring  at  this  time 
within  a  few  days  of  each  other,  deepened  the  growing;  seri- 
ousness of  many.  Near  the  close  of  October  the  first  instan- 
ces of  conversion  came  to  light.  Thenceforward  the  work 
advanced  with  increasing  power.  But  its  movements  were 
noiseless.  Every  day  added  to  the  nipnber  of  believers.  In 
January,  53  made  profession  of  their  fidth  in  Christ,  and 
before  the  close  of  the  year  the  aggr^te  had  swelled  to  one 
hundred.  About  25  were  heads  of  &milies,  and  60  mem- 
bers of  the  Sabbath  School  All  ages  were  &vored  from  10 
to  70.  Nearly  the  whole  diurch  was  revived,  and  some  who 
had  secretly  indulged  a  religious  hope  for  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  found  this  refreshing  as  life  from,  the  dead;  uid  were 
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able  to  come  out  boldly  as  the  disciples  of  Christ.  The 
work  affected  the  whole  community,  and  made  striking  exhi- 
bition of  the  soTcreignty  of  Divine  mce.  About  as  many 
were  added  to  each — ^the  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches — 
as  to  the  Congregational. 

Whether  the  cnurch  made  choice  of  any  person  to  officiate 
as  deacon  previous  to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Remele,  the 
records  do  not  show.  Josiah  Stevens  waa  elected  to  that 
office  in  1783.  and  after  performing  well  its  duties  for  ten  or 
twelve  years,  he  entered  the  ministry,  and  before  missionary 
societies  had  been  formed,  with  a  little  aid  from  others,  he 
found  a  moral  desolation  at  the  Isle  of  Shoals,  Gk)sport. 
Here  he  labored  among  a  people  but  little  above  abso- 
lute heathenism,  and  the  benevolence  of  his  heart  found  ftdl 
scope.  The  iiJiabitants  were  not  recognized  as  belon^ng  to 
any  town  or  State,  were  wholly  without  any  religion,  and 
without  law  save  as  they  were  a  law  unto  themselves.  Mr. 
Stevens  collected  them  on  the  Sabbath  and  taught  them  the 
fear  of  the  Lord.  A  Meeting-house  was  erected,  and  the 
r^ular  preaching  of  the  gospel  established.  He  also  opened 
a  school  on  week  days  and  gave  instruction  to  their  children. 
He  obtained  a  justice's  commission^  brought  them  under  civil 
r^ulations  as  a  town,  and  it  is  beheved,  was  once  or  twice 
diosen  to  r^resent  them  in  Ihe  L^slature  of  this  State. — 
But  it  pleased  Grod  to  terminate  his  useful  labors  there,  just 
at  the  time  when  he  had  secured  an  influence  that  began  to 
be  felt  in  every  nook  and  hole  of  that  dark  comer  of  the 
earth.  His  body  lies  buried  there  beneath  a  slab  erected  by 
his  friends,  which  tells  a  short  but  truthful  story  of  his 
character  and  labors.  He  died  about  the  year  1808.  The 
other  deacons  of  this  church  are  Jesse  Wilcox,  chosen  in 
1791 ;  Uriah  Wilcox,  1795 ;  Moses  Noyes,  June  1819 ; 
Josiah  Stevens,  1829  ;   Sylvanus  Hurd  and  Joseph  Wilcox 

at  the  same  time  ;  Elnathan  Hurd, ;  Henry  Chapin  and 

David  B.  Chapin,  in  1835. 

The  church  never  had  any  glebe  lands,  parsonage  or  Ainds 
for  the  support  of  the  gospel  In  *Marcn,  1821,  the  church 
voted  that  they  disapprove  of  the  practice  of  using  ardent 
q>irit  at  ftmerals.  In  May,  1828.  they  ^^  Besolved,  that  as 
mends  of  morality  and  reli^on  tney  will  in  their  families 
and  spheres  of  action  use  their  influence  by  all  proper  and 
laudable  means  to  check  the  prepress  of  Intemperance  and 
promote  the  cause  of  Temperance.''  In  1831  the  church 
adopted  the  principle  of  total  abstinence  in  the  admission  of 
members.  In  all  these  votes  this  church  was  somewhat  in 
advance  of  churches  generally  at  that  day.  In  1827,  the 
following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 
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^'  1.  Beadvedy  Tlmt  we  fed  omselv^B  under  ooYeaaift  obE- 
gations  both  as  individualB  and  as  a  diurch  of  Christ,  to  pay 
special  atteaticm  to  our  children,  whom  we  ha^e  dedicated  to 
God  in  baptism ;  and  we  do  engage,  that  we  will  daily  read, 
or  cause  the  Holy  Scriptures  to  he  read  by  or  before  them ; 
will  pray  with  and  fcwr  them ;  and  will  instruct,  warn,  eadiort 
and  coimsel  them  from  time  to  time,  as  their  i^  and  cir- 
cumstances, and  our  ability,  opportunity  and  duty,  may  re- 
quire. 

^^2.  Beaolvedy  That  unless  providentially  prevented,  we  wiH 
meet  at  least  twice  every  year,  viz.  on  the  laet  Thursdays  of 
May  and  September,  to  jHresent  ourselves  and  our  baptised 
children  before  the  Lord,  that  we  may  unitedly  implore  the 
blessings  of  our  covenant  God  upon  them ;  that  they  may  be 
instructed  in  the  things  of  religion,  and  their  minds  be  im- 
pressed with  a  proper  sense  of  their  specdal  oblimtion  to  God 
on  account  of  tneir  peculiar  privileges,  as  the  children  of  his 
covenant  people." 

An  observance  of  such  seasons  of  prayer  and  conference  by 
churches,  with  their  children,  would  do  more  to  give  the 
Abrahamic  covenant  honor  than  any  other  means.  It 
would  say  to  all  men,  we  believe  and  there/ore  seek  the  Lord 
for  our  children.  Few  men  ever  were  more  laborious  in  the 
ministry  than  Mr.  Woods,  and  while  his  removal  was  a  great 
trial,  he  is  happy  in  his  new  fieH,  and  happy  in  seeing  the 
people  proq)erous  and  united  in  their  relations  with  his  suc- 
cessor. 


PLAINFIELD. 

Rev.  Jacob  SOALXt. 

The  town  was  chartered  by  Geoige  III.  in  1761.  Of  the 
sixty  eight  shares  into  which  the  town  was  divided,  two  were 
for  Gov.  Wentworth,  one  for  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 
Gospel  in  Foreign  partu — a  society  formed  in  England  in 
1701 — one  for  a  glebe  and  one  for  the  first  settled  minister. 
The  church  of  England,  the  Episcopal  church,  has  the  excfan 
eive  avails  of  tiie  glebe^  wid  the  share  for  propagating  the 
cospel.  The  town  raised  no  money  for  hiring  a  preacher  of 
the  gospel  till  1771,  or  1772.  They  th^  voted  to  meet  at 
Natiumiel  Dean's,  on  ^e  Sabbath,  in  Dec.  1771.  Tbef 
Aom  a  committee  to  treat  with  Mr.  Isaac  Smith,  th^ 
preaching  in  town,  to  settle  as  the  minister  of  the  place. 
U^he  town  voted  him  a  salaiy  and  l^en  increaBed  the  amount 
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and  invited  him  a  second  time  to  become  their  pastor,  bnt 
he  declined,  and  was  afterwards  settled  at  Gilmanton.  This 
toum  never  afterwards  made  so  vigorous  efforts  for  the  settle- 
ment of  a  minister. 

In  1773,  or  1774,  Rev.  Abraham  Carpenter,  a  "strict 
Congregationalist,"  was  settled  according  to  the  roles  of  the 
denomination  in  Plainfield,  without  any  action  of  the  town. 
In  March  1779  the  town  voted  to  accept  Mr.  Smith  Carpen- 
ter as  the  minister  of  the  town.    He  received  the  right  c^ 
land,  consisting  of  360  acres.    It  was  probably  never  worth 
#400  to  him.    He  continued  to  preach  in  town  eight  or  ten 
years  longer,  in  his  own  kitchen,  and  in  other  private  houses 
in  the  wmter ;  and  in  the  open  air,  or  in  a  Meeting-house 
having  neither  doors  nor  windows,  in  the  summer,    in  1782 
there  was  more  than  usual  attention  to  religion,  and  g 
neighboring  ministers  came  and  assisted  hmi.    After 
years,  he  was  dismissed  by  his  oum  congregation,  and  b 
pastor  of  a  church  in  Rutland,  Y t.,  where  he  died,  and 
his  grave  is.    Rev.  Lemuel  Haynes  of  West  Rutland  p 
ed  at  his  funeral  from  1  Thess.  2:  19— "For  what 
hope,  or  jov,  or  crown  of  rejoicing  ?    Are  not  even  ye 
presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  his  coming  ?"    £ 
considered  a  decided  Christian,  loving  God,  and  rejoicing  to 
be  the  servant  of  his  people  in  preaching  the  gospel  and 
teaching  the  youth.    In  a  quiet  and  sober  manner  he  fin- 
ished his  mimstiy,  and  went,  we  believe,  to  receive  the  reward 
of  one  who  had  been  "  faithful  in  a  few  Uiings."    The  light 
of  the  church  and  of  his  labors  were  soon  extinguished.    For 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  there  was  no  stated  preaching  west 
of  the  middle  of  the  town. 

September  20,  1804,  a  church  of  ten  members  was  omm- 
issed,  and  called  the  First  Congregational  church  in  We9t 
Plainfield.  The  same  dajr,  the  church  voted  a  call  to  Rev. 
Micaiah  Porter  to  settle  with  them  in  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try.- After  waiting  more  than  nine  months,  Mr.  Porter  re- 
turned an  affirmative  answer  to  their  call ;  and  immediate 
measures  were  adopted  for  his  installation.  The  pastors  and 
churches  in  Hanover,  Lebanon,  Cornish  and  Meriden,  united 
in  council  for  his  installation.  He  was  installed  July  16. 
1805.  The  council  met  at  Mr.  Smith's  on  the  river,  and 
went  to  the  Meeting-house,  six  or  seven  miles,  for  the  instal- 
lation. In  October  following,  Hon.  Francis  Smith,  a  brother 
of  Rev.  Isaac  Smith,  and  Ebeneaer  Cole,  were  chosen  dea- 
oons ;  and  the  church  adopted  the  articles  of  faith  and  oove- 
nant  recommended  by  the  Union  Consockition.  In  1831, 
the  church  adopted  tlie  articles  of  fidth  and  covenant  in  use 
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at  Lebanon  and  some  other  places.  Bey.  Mr.  Porter  lived 
in  the  place  twenty  five  years^  but  the  people  depended  on 
others  to  preach  for  four  or  five  years  before  nis  death.  Dur- 
ing his  lire  27  were  received  into  the  church.  Only  four  of 
them  are  now  among  the  living  members.  As  he  was  una- 
ble to  preach,  Rev.  Mr.  CKxldard  preached  one  year,  and  Bev. 
Dyer  iBurge  six  months. 

After  ms  death  in  September,  1829,  a  Mr.  Cook,  from 
Deering,  preached  one  year,  and  received  several  into  the 
church.  His  appetite  and  his  passions  undermined  his  use- 
folness.  His  moors  in  other  places  and  seven  years  assi^- 
ment  in  a  state  prison  may  be  passed  without  farther  notice. 

After  him  Rev.  Jacob  ]N .  Loomis  labored  in  the  place  two 
years.  His  services  in  the  pulpit  and  the  parish  were  very 
acceptable  and  useftd.  Had  he  and  Mrs.  Loomis  been  per- 
manently settled  here,  great  good  might  have  been  expected 
as  the  result.  Fifteen  were  received  to  the  church  m  ten 
years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Porter.  Seven  of  them  continue 
m  the  church. 

In  the  autumn  of  1838,  Rev.  William  Hutchinson  com- 
menced preaching  in  the  place.  He  was  a  man  of  an  excel- 
lent spirit;  but  his  health  had  &iled  years  before,  while 
teaching  music.  He  planned  many  things  promising  useful- 
ness, and  was  spared  to  execute  some  of  them.  He  was  in- 
stalled May  28, 1839^  and  died  April  24, 1842.  The  efforts 
of  a  protracted  meetmg  brought  a  number  into  the  church. 
He  received  by  letter  and  by  profession  twenty  five.  Only 
eight  of  them  are  found  with  the  church  now.  Though  Mr. 
Hutchinson  did  not  live  three  years  after  his  installation,  but 
pined  away  in  consumption,  still  he  was  able  to  preach  more 
than  three  years  after  his  labors  commenced  and  he  received 
a  call  to  settle.  In  the  years  1839  and  1840  two  Meeting- 
houses were  built.  The  second  was  built  by  Universadists, 
Baptists,  and  Methodists,  and  dedicated  by  the  company. 
Within  a  year  or  two  several  of  the  company  were  organized 
as  an  Episcopal  society. 

Rev.  Jacob  Scales  commenced  preaching  here  early  in  Oc- 
tober. 1842.  ^  The  N.  H.  M.  S.  has  paid  Imn  annually  |100, 
uid  the  minister  and  people  have  raised  on  an  average  more 
than  950  annually  for  benevolent  objects.  Still  the  church, 
society,  and  minister  have  diminished  in  pecuniary  strength 
from  year  to  year.  For  twelve  years  previous  to  January, 
1855,  only  nineteen  have  been  received  to  the  church.  The 
whole  number  of  resident  members  is  now  only  twenty  six, 
five  of  them  males.  Nine  are  non-resident.  Durii^  these 
twelve  years  there  have  been  one  hundred  and  ei^teea 
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funerals  in  the  parish ;  eighty  three  Mr.  Scales  attended.  He 
solemnized  twenty  one  marriages.  No  one  of  the  sons  of 
Plainfield  has  become  a  minister ;  five  of  the  daughters  have 
married  ministers.  Weston  Bela  Adams  of  Meriden  was  for 
several  years  a  good  and  successful  minister,  but  he  died  in 
the  meridian  of  life. 


SPRINGFIELD.    SUNAPEE.    UNITY. 

Springfield. — It  was  granted  in  1769,  and  its  first  set- 
tlement was  three  years  Mter  by  Israel  CKflFord  and  others. 
Waters  rising  in  tins  town  run  to  the  sea  both  b 
rimack  and  the  Connecticut  rivers.    This  is  one  c 
towns  in  this  county  which  have  increased  in 
during  ten  years. 

A  Congregational  church  was  gathered  here  b 
but  was  very  feeble.     Rev.  Charles  Boyter  was  ii 
Mstor  in  June,  1828.    Its  members  at  this  time  wc 
Boyter  was  first  sent  by  the  Missionary  Society  fi 
He  left  in  1830,  and  the  society,  after  expending  t 
in  less  than  five  years,  were  pained  to  see  the  church  left 
alone.    Ten  memoers  were  here  in  1836.    No  record  of  any 
church  appears  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Methodist,  Baptist,  or 
Freewill  order  of  Christians  in  this  town.    Would  not  an 
effort  of  our  Missionary  Society  be  suitable  if  it  should  re- 
sult only  in  securing — what  is  a  most  common  effect  of  our 
attempting  to  -build  any  of  the  old  wastes — the  wiJdng  up 
of  tiie  orefliren  of  other  names  to  neumeas  of  life  ?    A  popu- 
lation of  1270  ought  not  to  be  willing  to  live  without  the 
gospel. 

SuNAPEK. — Formerly  WendeU;  settlements  commenced 
here  in  1772.  The  jjeople  were  from  Rhode  Island  most 
of  them.  The  first  minister  was  Rev.  N.  Woodward,  a  Bap- 
tist. The  people  were  not  strongly  fixed  in  the  love  of  re- 
ligious institutions.  A  small  Congregational  society  was  in- 
corporated June  24,  1819.  The  population  at  this  time  did 
not  exceed  600.  A  church  was  also  gathered  of  twelve 
members,  by  Rev.  William  (lould.  Not  long  after.  Rev.  J. 
Hovey  labored  among  them,  and  a  sweet  outpouring  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  granted,  bringing  fifteen  persons  mto  the 
fold  of  truth.  In  1829  there  were  14  members  in  the  church. 
A  church  of  Freewill  Baptists  here,  numbers  23 ;  Methodist, 
22,  and  16  on  probation.    Population  787. 
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Unitt. — ^It  took  its  name  from  ihe  haffy  termini^im  of 
a  long  controyem  between  oertain  men  in  Kingston  and 
Hampstead  who  claimed  the  same  tract  of  land  under  difii3* 
rent  grants. .  John  Ladd  aiul  Moses  Thurston  were  its  first 
settlers  in  1769. 

It  has  never  had  a  aettied  minister^  and  the  town  has  iq[H 
propriated  the  land  reserved  for  such  minister,  to  the  sup- 
port of  schools.  Opposition  has  been  manifested  to  the  set- 
tlement of  ministers  there,  for  fear  of  the  consequences  in 
this  regard.  But  this  was  ^^fear  where  no  fear  was/'  Bev. 
Abel  Manning  was  here  in  1829  and  1830,  and  some  relig- 
ious interest  existed ;  Bev.  Oharles  Brown  one  year ;  Bev. 
Mr.  White  in  1833;  Bev.  8.  Arnold  in  1841,  and  6  were 
added  to  the  dmrdi,  which  tiien  numbered  12  members.  In 
1831  it  had  19.  A  year  or  two  since  an  aged  deacon  of  the 
church  went  to  the  house  of  the  pastor  of  a  neighboring 
church  and  handed  him  95,  saying,  ^^send  that  where  you 
think  it  may  do  good.  If  we  cannot  have  gospel  privileges 
in  Unity,  I  want  to  help  those  that  can  have  them."  The 
Baptist  church  here  numbers  38 ;  Methodist,  about  60,  and 
they  have  a  neat,  new  Meeting-house.  When  will  the  times 
of  refreshing  come  firom  the  presence  of  the  Lord  for  the^e 
wastes  of  Zion? 


WASHINGTON. 

a«r.  J.  F.  Obmwqld. 

The  first  settlement  of  this  town  was  in  1768.  It  was 
first  called  Monadnock,  No.  8.  At  the  time  of  its  first  set- 
tlement, it  was  called  Camden.  It  had  this  name  idU  Dea 
13, 1776,  when  it  was  incorporated  with  its  present  name. 
Its  first  settlers  were  mostly  from  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts. They  had  each  150  acres  of  land  for  settling.  They 
were  men  of  industrious  habits,  accustomed  to  tcil  and  hard- 
ships, that  would  now  be  regarded  as  irOolerable.  Great 
self-draial  and  strict  economy  were  nractioed  bv  th^n. 

The  original  records  of  the  churcn  in  this  place  for  about 
twenty  years  were  lost.  But  Uta&ce  are  circumstances  whi(^ 
show  that  it  was  organized  on  the  9th  of  May  1789,  and 
that  the  two  first  deacons  chosen  were  Bbenezer  Jaquiiii 
and  John  Farwidl.  What  was  tiie  numb^  of  church  mem* 
hers  at  this  time,  is  not  known.  Bev.  (George  Leslie  was 
the  first  minister  of  the  dmrch  in  this  place.  He  was 
brought  fix)m  Ireland  to  this  country,  when  but  18  moatha 
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old.  His  installation  was  in  the  year  1780^  when  he  was 
53  years  of  age.  The  services  were  performed  in  a  bam  of  a 
Mr.  John  S^ord.  Mr.  Leslie  received  his  education  at 
Oambridffe  college  in  Massachusetts,  and  was  first  settled  in 
LinebrooK,  now  Ipswich,  of  that  State,  when  at  the  age  of 
21.  He  remained  connected  with  the  diurch  there  thir^ 
years.  He  received  his  call  to  settle  in  Washington  in  1780. 
One  hundred  acres  of  land  were  w^pnated  to  the  first 
settled  minister  of  the  town,  and  this  was  an  inducement 
for  him  to  accept  of  the  call.  His  salary  was  100  acres  of 
land  and  £50  sterling.  He  was  a  man  of  correct  senti- 
ments^ a  good  scholar  and  of  studious  habits.  He  was  con- 
scientious, of  strict  integritjr,  and  had  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  Soon  after  he  received  his  call  to  settle  here,  he 
was  invited  to  accept  a  professorship  ia  Dartmouth  college. 
He  declined  the  invitation  on  account  of  the  encouragement 
he  had  ^ven  the  peoj)le  in  Washington  to  settle  with  them. 
He  left  Linebrook  with  his  fiunily  mr  this  place,  on  the  6th 
of  March.  At  that  time  there  was  no  public  road  through 
this  place,  and  intelligence  from  abroad  was  only  occasion- 
ally received.  It  was  only  once  in  two  or  three  months  that 
n^s  was  received  from  boston.  Mr.  Leslie  was  nine  days 
on  the  road  in  coming  from  Linebrook  to  Washington — a 
dil^nce  of  80  miles.  ^ 

His  privations,  during  his  first  years  here,  were  ^reat. — 
Provisions,  in  many  instances,  could  not  be  obtained  with- 
out going  30  or  ^  miles  for  them.  The  first  winter  he 
spent  here,  was  unusualhr  long.  On  the  19th  of  October, 
snow  feU  to  the  depth  of  two  feet  and  remained  till  late  in 
the  spring.  Twenty  seven  head  of  cattle  died  that  spring 
ttojn,  starvation.  Mr.  Leslie  lost  his  only  cow.  A  day  <^ 
&sting  and  prayer  was  observed  on  account  of  the  sad  pros- 
pects of  the  people.  During  one  whole  winter  Mr.  Leslie's 
fiunily  were  without  salt,  and  for  one  bushel  in  the  spring 
he  jpaid  95.  The  people  in  Washington,  in  1785,  made 
their  first  move  for  building  a  Meeting-house.  The  timber 
was  got  out  in  the  M  of  1786.  It  was  finished  in  1789,— 
The  town  at  the  time  of  its  completion,  raised  £80  for  the 
object.  In  view  of  the  destitute  circumstances  of  the  peo- 
ple^ the  undertaking  was  r^arded  as  a  formidable  one. 

Li  the  early  history  of  the  town,  laudable  efibrts  were 
made  by  the  people  to  attend  meeting  on  the  Sabbath. — 
They  rode  to  church  on  ox-sleds  in  the  winter,  and  in  the 
summer  there  were  instances  in  which  two  or  three  were 
carried  on  the  back  of  one  horse.  Death  closed  Mr.  Leslie's 
ministry  here  in  1800,  when  he  was  73  years  of  age.    About 
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this  time,  other  denominations  be^n  to  hold  meeting  here. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  Universalist,  Baptist  and 
Christian  societies  in  town.  Rev.  John  Stoddard  was  the 
first  minister  that  supplied  the  pulpit  after  Mr.  Leslie's 
death.  There  was  no  effort  made  to  settle  him.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Daniel  Wesson.  He  did  not  give  satis- 
fitction  on  accoimt  of  his  Arminianism.  The  next  was  the 
late  Isaac  Robinson,  D.D.,  who  did  not  unite  the  people  on 
account  of  his  extreme  orthodoxy.  In  1803,  Rev.  John 
Lord  was  settled  here  as  pastor  of  the  church,  but  his  min- 
istry continued  only  two  years  and  six  months. 

!Bev.  Caleb  Burge,  the  author  of  a  work  on  the  Atonement, 
preached  one  year  after  Mr.  Lord's  dismission.  He  was 
mvited  to  settle,  but  the  salary  offered  was  not  sufficient. — 
After  him,  Christopher  Page  was  emj)loyed  awhile.  The 
next  after  him  was  the  celebrated  Indian  missionary,  Cyrus 
Kingsbury.  He  gave  good  satisfection,  but  was  imwiUing 
to  settle. 

Oct.  22, 1818,  Rev.  Broughton  White  was  settled  as  pas- 
tor over  the  church.  There  had  been  no  settled  minister  of 
the  Congregational  order  for  twelve  years.  His  ministry 
continues  twelve  years.  There  has  been  no  settled  minister 
since,  but  the  church  has  generally  enjoyed  the  preaching  of 
the  Word  by  stated  supphes.  Four  young  men  from  this 
place  have  oeen  educated  for  the  ministry ;  one  of  whom,  a 
Mr.  Safford,  preached  the  first  sermon  that  was  deliveiid 
to  seamen  in  this  country.  The  Rev.  J.  F.  Griswold  came 
to  tWs  place  July  1, 1844. 

Revivals  of  religion  have  been  occasionally  enjoyed.  We 
have  the  following  account  of  a  revival  enjoyed  in  the  year 
1818,  in  which  there  were  60  or  70  hopenil  conversions.— 
"Forty  six,  out  of  fifty  six,  received  the  baptismal  seal  of 
the  covenant  in  infiincy.  Of  this  number  forty  seven  united 
with  the  Congregational  church."  There  has  been  no  revi- 
val since,  of  so  much  power.  The  Congregational  church  at 
})resent  is  small — 40  members  only.  It  contributes  monthly 
or  some  object  of  benevolence,  although  the  sum  is  smaU. — 
A  weekly  prayer  meeting  is  sustained.  This  church  needs 
aid  from  above.  • 
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ALTON. 

Ber.  F.  Datu. 


IT 


Alton  was  incorporated  June  15, 1796.  Previoiu 
time  it  was  connected  with  New  Durham  and  csi 
Durham  Gore.  The  ^spel  was  preached  occadonaU 
the  act  of  incorporation,  to  the  few  settlers  who  h 
their  log  cabins  oy  the  clear  waters  of  the  lake,  th 
flowing  stream,  or  the  rapid  and  noisy  brook  ;  or  p 
on  the  sandy  and  sunny  plains,  or  upon  the  ^de  c 
our  granite  mils. 

Congregationalism  has  never  taken  deep  root  here,  and 
y&i  it  would  seem  that  its  seeds  were  early  sown.  At  the 
BTst  town  meeting  after  the  town  was  incorporated,  a  vote 
^as  passed  to  bufld  an  Orthodox  Generational  Meeting- 
house. The  frame  was  raised  in  the  fall  of  1797.  The  house 
was  never  but  partially  finished.  Meetings  were,  however, 
held  in  it  more  or  less  until  about  the  year  18^,  when  it 
was  transformed  into  a  town  house. 

In  1798  the  inhabitants  voted  to  raise  9 166  for  the  sup- 

grt  of  the  gospel  ministry  among  them.  Aboi;it  this  time 
jv.  Mr.  \^pple  was  employed  to  preach  and  labor  in  the 
gospel,  and  contmued  with  this  people  two  years.  .  Whether 
the  9 166  voted  for  gospel  purposes  afforded  a  (Competent 
support  for  the  two  years,  tne  records  of  the  town,  do  not 
show.  There  is  no  record  of  anv  other  appronriation,  by  the 
inhabitants  from  that  time  to  the  present.  I^or  wasi  there 
any  Congregational  preaching  in  this  place  except  by  tran- 
sient ministers,  from  the  year  1800  to  the  year  18271  At 
that  time  the  Bev.  James  Gooch  preached  here  with  -.con- 
siderable success,  and  on  the  7th  day  of  Nov.  1827,  a  Gtnn- 
gregational  church  was  formed  consisting  of  eight  members. 
Its  present  number  is  eleven.  The  whole  nuimber  connected 
with  it  since  its  organization,  is  twenty  nine.  The  church  has 
never  had  a  settled  pastor  nor  constant  preaching  until  Oct. 
1854.  There  have  oeen  two  other  denominations  in  town, 
Methodist  and  Freewill  Baptist.    In  connection  with  these 
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sxneties  preaching.has  been  maintained  irregnlarl^.  In  the 
soith  part  of  the  town  a  Meeting-house  was  built  for  the 
acommodation  of  the  Methodist  society,  where^  thejr  wor- 
shiied  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  wnen  their  minister 
embraced  the  views  of  Second  Adventists,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  his  people  followed  his  example. 

Ts^re  are  two  societies  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  denomina- 
tion, one  at  Oilman's  Comer  in  the  east  part  of  the  town, 
and  the  otjier  in  this  villaee,  or,  as  it  is  generally  called,  Al- 
ten  Comer.    Both  these  churches  have  good  ministers,  and 
Ointain  the  gospel  ordinances  according  to  the  faith  and 
nination,  but,  unlike  the  founder  of  this 
er  Benj.  Randall,  of  New  Durham,)  they 
scmples  of  conscience  a  stated  salary  for 
"vices.    One  of  the  early  ministers  of  that 
had  preached  much  against  receiving 
y,  but  who  always  carried  his  saddle  bags 
appointments  and  whenever  he  visited 
was  at  one  time  nearly  starved  out,  whei^ 
1  to  go  to  another  town  with  the  oflfer  of 
iimdred  dollars  salary — quite  a  large  sti- 
He  of  course  accepted  the  offer,  not- 
Bul  preached  so  much  i^ainst  this  veir 
reacner,  who  was  accustomed  to  preach 
train,  was  expecting  to  visit  at  the  house 
iged  to  his  flock.    The  husband,  comine 
:e  the  arrival  of  the  minister,  discoverea 
quite  an  aitray  of  butter  and  cheese  and  such  like  articles 
npon  the  tjable,  and  inquired  for  what  purpose  they  were 
Inhere.     Th^  good  wife  replied  that  they  were  to  be  riven  to 
the  minister.    "What  1"  says  the  husband,  "  to  pay  mm  for 

!)reaching  ?"  "  0  no,  you  know  he  says  he  niever  takes  pay 
or  prea^ng."  "  Well,  then,  why  pay  him  anything  ?  ]N  ow 
I  belieye,"  he  continued,  "in  tne  Scripture  doctrine  that 
*  the  Laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,'  and  that  *  they  which 

E reach  the  gospel  should  live  of  the  gospel,'  but  I  have  no 
ind  of  sympathy  with  double  dealing,  not  even  in  a  minis- 
ter. /If  he  will  confess  that  he  receives  your  tub  of  butter 
and^your  cheese  as  pay  for  ministerial  services  I  am  willing 
you  should  give  them,  but  I  have  no  patience  with  a  man 
who  raises  such  an  outcry  in  his  preaching  against  a  paid 
ministry,  denouncing  them  as  *  hirelings,'  who  will  at  the 
same  time  come  to  my  house  with  lonjg  arms,  and  larce  sad- 
dle bags  to  carnr  away  all  we  may  be  induced  to  give  him  in 
consideration  of  his  ministerial  labors,  and  then  go  away  and 
say  he  receives  no  pay  for  preaching.    I  do  not  wish  you  to 
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giTe  him  anything  tinlees  he  will  own  up"  The  8entii!»nt 
that  a  mimster  must  receive  no  regular  stipend  has  been 
very  gei^mlly  entertained  in  this  region.  The  ccHisequence 
has  been  that  the  ministry  has  been  reduced  to  a  set  of  men- 
dicants, and  a  blight  has  fiustened  on  the  fiiir  fruits  of  the 
goiqpel.  With  sudi  obstacles  as  these  the  ministry  of  the 
present  day  in  this  place  have  to  contend. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  prejudice  that  existed  on  the  part 
of  ihe  preachers  of  that  denomination  forty  years  ago  toward 
ihose  c2r  our  own,  we  give  in  substance  an  anecdote  related 
of  himself  by  one  of  the  earlv  preachers  who  is  now  liv- 
ing here  at  nearly  the  ase  of  roursoore  years :  ^^  On  one  of 
my  preaching  tours  I  fell  in  with  a  man  with  whose  appear- 
ance and  conversation  I  was  much  pleased.  We  talked  of 
Jesus  and  salvation  and  heaven,  and  he  seemed  to  enter  into 
the  spirit  of  our  theme  as  none  but  a  Christian  could.  You 
are  a  preacher?  said  I.  ^ I  am/  was  the  reply.  May  I  ask, 
if  you  are  a  Freewill  Baptist  preacher? — for  then  I  thought 
about  all  the  eoodness  and  all  the  piety  to  be  found  in  the 
world  was  wiin  my  own  denomination.  ^  I  am  a  Congrega- 
tional preacher/  he  replied.  I  was  astonidied !  My  coun- 
tenance felL  And  it  seemed  to  me  that  his  feU  also  as  he 
learned  that  I  was  a  preacher  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  order. 
Our  pleasant  conversation  immediately  turned.  Our  hearts, 
tiiat  out  just  before  seined  knit  together  in  love  like  the 
hearts  of  Pavid  and  Jonathan,  now  seemed  to  withhdd  their 
affection  and  to  recede  from  each  other.  We  continued  our 
conversation,  but  it  was  about  the  decrees  and  sovereignty 
of  God,  election,  baptism  and  free  salvation,  and  we  at 
lenffth  separated  with  ^reat  coolness.  How  unwise  he  was ! 
said  I.    And  how  unwise  I  was  alBo!'^ 

Revivals  of  religion  in  this  town  have  been  like  '^  angel 
visits,  few  and  fer  between.''  There  was  however  a  revival 
in  1835,  perhaps  more  general  in  its  influence  than  any  other 
that  has  here  prevailed.  There  have  been  other  revivals 
more  limited  in  their  extent.  But  on  the  whole  these  sea^ 
sons  have  been  few,  and  few  have  been  tiie  fruits  of  them. 
When  we  consider  the  character  of  the  early  ministers  and 
their  preaching,  we  should  hardly  look  for  mudi  sacrifice  on 
the  part  of  the  people  in  endeavors  to  support  the  gospeL 
The  inhabitants  of  this  town,  and  so  may  it  be  said  of  oth- 
en,  have  even  ^nt  more  for  rum  and  tobacco  many  times 
over  than  for  the  support  of  the  gospd*  About  fifteen  years 
ago  wh^i  the  first  Meeting-house  Was  converted  into  a  town 
house,  a  Union  house  was  put  up  in  which  the  people  met 
to  worship  their  common  Father.    Among  Freewill  Baptist 
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ministerB  who  labored  here  were  Elders  Hezekiah  Bozzel, 
Page,  PinUam^  Hurlin  and  Ezeldel  True.  Among  the  Con- 
gregational miniBters,  were  Rev.  Messrs.  Enoch  Whipple^ 
Ira  M.  Weed,  John  Spaulding,  James  Oooch,  Mr.  Ricn. — 
The  professors  and  students  in  Gilmanton  theological  semi- 
nary have  occasionally  preached  in  this  town  ;  and  during 
the  summer  of  1854  quite  a  number  of  the  graduating  class 
of  Andover  theological  seminaij  preached  here.  Bey.  John 
Spaulding  came  to  this  place  directly  from  the  seminary  in 
lo30.  He  preached  in  the  first  Meeting-house.  That  house 
was  never  miished,  and  in  relation  to  it  the  language  of  the 
Psalmist  was  istrictly  applicable — "  Yea,  the  sparrow  hath 
found  an  house,  and  the  swallow  a  nest  for  herself,  where  she 
may  lay  her  young,  even  thine  altars.  0  Lord  of  hosts,  my 
King,  and  my  GK^."  As  he  closed  nis  forenoon  sermon,  the 
doctor  of  the  place  went  to  him  and  wished  him  to  preadi 
in  the  afternoon  without  notes  ;  it  would  please  the  people 
better.  He  replied  he  was  not  accustomea  to  speak  without 
notes,  and  that  he  feared  to  attempt  it  then  for  the  first  time. 
"  Never  mind  that"  says  the  doctor,  "  only  keep  the  miQ 
grinding  it  is  not  so  much  matter  what  you  grind  out."  He 
took  the  doctor's  advice,  but  amid  the  twittering  of  the 
swallows,  and  the  tittering  of  the  children  consequent,  the 
attention  of  the  audience  was  much  diverted  and  the  mill 
with  difficulty  continued  its  grinding.  But  the  best  of  the 
story  is,  one  of  Mr.  Spaulding's  hearers  was  converted  under 
his  preaching  at  this  time,  a  fact  of  which  he  himself  was 
ignorant  until  more  tiian  twen^  years  afterwards,  when  the 
individual  met  him  at  one  of  his  meetings  in  a  distant  land 
and  made  known  the  fact.  Bev.  Mr.  Bich  used  to  distribute 
Bibles  and  preach  as  he  occasionally  visited  this  town.  On 
one  visit  he  gave  a  Bible  to  a  man  who  was  intemperate. 
He  soon  sold  it  for  rum.  The  next  time  he  came  he  learned 
about  the  matter  and  went  immediately  to  the  rumseller 
and  demanded  the  Bible  and  carried  it  away  and  bestowed 
it  where  there  was  a  prospect  of  its  doing  more  good. 

Early  in  the  spring  oi  1853,  the  portion  of  the  people 
that  were  disposed  to  favor  Congregational  views,  deter- 
mined to  build  a  Meeting-house.  The  new  house  was  dedi- 
cated in  March  the  following  year.  The  other  portion  of  the 
people,  who  fiivored  Freew3l  Baptist  views,  at  once  moved 
to  build  another  Meeting-house,  and  so  the  tlnion  house  was 
forsaken,  and  two  beautiful  houses  of  worship  at  once  appear- 
ed with  lofty  spires  pointing  heavenward,  the  ornament  (d 
the  village.  Tnese  houses  cost  about  9  3,500  each.  But  not 
satisfied   with   this  improvement,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
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▼illage  next  moved  to  build  a  new  school  house.  This  was 
accomplished  the  same  year  at  a  cost  of  little  more  than 
9  3000.  Eev.  Franklin  JDavis  has  been  preaching  in  this 
i>lace  since  October  1854.  The  new  house  of  worship  is 
beautiful,  but  the  members  of  the  church  are  few,  and  few 
*^  come  to  the  solemn  feasts."  Truly  "  the  wajrs  of  Zion  do 
mourn.''  0  for  better  times  when  these  houses  shall  be 
crowded  with  sincere  worshipers.  From  this  town  have 
sprung  three  ministers — all  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  order. 

The  early  settlers  of  this  town  were  more  constant  attend- 
ants on  the  means  of  grace  in  the  sanctuary  than  the  people 
of  the  present  time.  In  those  days  they  shut  up  their 
houses  on  the  Sabbath,  and,  taking  with  them  all  the  chil- 
dren, they  would  go  from  five  to  ten  miles  to  meeting,  and 
this  often  on  foot.    But  those  days  are  past. 


BARNSTEAD. 

ReT.  Exos  OxoE6i— Pastor  S2  yean. 

This  town  is  pleasantly'  situated,  surrounded  by  high  hills 
and  mountains  m  the  adjoining  towns,  having  no  mountain 
within  its  own  limits.  It  was  granted  to  Bev.  Joseph 
Adams  and  others.  May  20, 1727.  There  are  four  houses 
of  public  worship,  tnree  occupied  by  the  Congregationalists, 
and  one  by  the  Freewill  Baptists.  The  settlement  commen- 
ced about  1767.  The  first  town  meeting  was  called  by  war- 
rant issued  by  Solomon  Emerson  of  jfiwibury,  one  of  His 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  held  on  the  29th  of 
March  1774.  John  Tasker,  the  first  representative  in  Gen- 
eral Court  was  elected  March  29, 1791. 

In  the  summer  of  1803,  Enos  Gleorge,  a  native  of  South- 
ampton, bom  June  2, 1781,  was  employed  as  a  school  teach- 
er, and  also  to  supply  the  pulpit.  Soon  a  moral  change  was 
apparent,  especiauy  as  it  regarded  the  Sabbath.  The  desir- 
ableness and  importance  of  the  settled  ministry  began  to  be 
felt.  In  November  a  town  meeting  was  called  and  a  com- 
mittee was  chosen  to  extend  an  invitation  to  Mr.  George, 
to  settle  as  a  Congregational  minister  in  the  town.  Ab 
there  was  no  church,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  wait  for 
0ome  indications  from  Heaven  that  would  encourage  him. — 
In  the  spring  of  1804,  some  mercy  drops  fell  Three  young 
ladies  professed  to  entertain  hope  of  having  passed  fix)m 
deatii  unto  life— one  of  whom  still  lives.  Five  others  were 
revived.    These  eight  were  organized  into  a  Congr^tional 
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church  on  the  23d  of  July  1804,  hy  Bev.  Isaac  Smith,  pas- 
tor of  the  Oon^r^tional  diuich  in  Gihnanton.  The  invi* 
tation  ^ven  Mr.  George  by  the  town  committee  was  renown- 
ed by  the  bhwidi,  and  answered  in  the  alBkmative.  Sept. 
26, 1804  he  was  ordained.  A  few  individnals  found  their 
way  to  the  church  before  the  close  of  1809,  when  a  time  of 
refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  commenced.  By 
this  revival  the  church  was  increased  in  number,  34.  There 
followed  an  alarming  declension — the  love  of  many  waxed 
cold.  The  politicfQ  affiurs  of  the  nation  wore  a  fearful 
aspect.  Depredations  were  made  upon  its  commercial 
interests,  by  the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe.  At  length 
war  against  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  was  decbr- 
ed  on  the  18th  of  June  1812.  However  just  the  declaration 
there  were  many  disaffected,  and  an  interchange  of  thoughts 
by  words  was  &r  from  being  profitable.  This  state  of  things 
had  a  counteracting  influence  to  the  progress  of  the  cause 
of  Christ.  But  God  remembered  mercy  in  the  midst  of 
merited  wrath.  Toward  the  closing  of  the  year  1814,  a 
blessed  work  began  and  continued  during  the  greater  pari 
of  the  following  year,  and  32  were  the  subjects  of  reviving 
grace,  and  were  received  into  fellowship  by  the  chuh^  In 
the  summer  of  1818  a  glorious  work  b^;an,  distinguished 
for  the  manifest  power  of  the  Spirit  of  grace.  Sinners  of  all 
grades  and  ages,  fiiihers  and  mothers^^^r^^  brothers  and 
sisters  were  tremblingly  inquiring  ^^  What  shall  we  do  to  bo 
saved  ?  Whither  slwJl  we  flee  nota  the  wrath  to  come  ? — 
Where  is  the  Savior  of  lost  men — the  Savior  of  perishing 
sinners  P ''  It  appeared  that  the  eternal  love  and  mercy  « 
Qod  through  Jesus  Christ,  forbade  that  they  should  be  left 
long  in  such  a  state  of  deep  solicitude  and  painftil  anxiei^. 
Shortly  37  were  made  to  smg  a  new  song — to  sing  as  did 
the  ancient  bride, 

**  The  voice  of  my  Belored  soiuidt, 
Orer  the  rooks  Mid  risinf  fioimds ; 
0*er  hillt  of  irnilt,  and  eeat  of  irrief, 
He  leapt,  he  fliee— to  ny  reliell" 


During  the  succeeding  Ml  and  winter  the  influences  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  grace  seemed  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the  work 
to  liave  ceased.  But  in  the  s^nring  of  1819  when  the  earth 
was  loosed  from  her  icy  fetters,  and  the  natural  sun  had 
smilingly  returned  to  warm  her  bosom,  the  glorious  sun  of 
righteousness  returned  with  abundant  l^aling  in  his  beami^ 
The  revival  this  season  somewhat  exceeded  that  of  the  laaty 
both  in  extent  and  number — resultiiLg  in  41  hopefuUy 
renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minda  These,  with  those  of 
the  previous  year  made  an  accession  to  the  diurch  of  78. 
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Subsequent  to  the  fOTegoing  outpouring  of  the  Holj 
Spirit  a  season  of  darkness  was  experiencea — darkness  that 
was  felt, — ^iniquity  abounded — Zion  mourned.  The  Word 
was  eonstantly  preached,  but,  not  being  mixed  with  faith  in 
thebi  tt^t  heard  it,  profited  but  a  few.  The  breath  of  sin 
was  withering  as  the  northern  blast  to  the  tender  plant. — 
Yet,  notwitlwtanding  the  prevalence  of  the  vices  of  the  day 
for  about  twelve  years,  God  would  not  that  his  church 
shonld  utterly  despair.  He  manifested  himself  to  be  a  God 
of  lovingkindness  and  tender  mercies.  Here  and  there  a 
blossom  of  grace  appeared.  Twelve  were  gathered  into  the 
church.  It  IS  a  thought  very  serious,  that  so  many  yeart 
should  pass  in  such  quick  succession — rolling  and  melting 
away ;  losine  themselves  in  eternity,  and  all  the  while  death 
rei^ng  with  a  mighty  hand,  more  so  than  at  any  former 
period  of  equal  length ;  and  Christ  also  set  forth  evidently 
crucified  and  slain  before  the  peo]^e, — and  yet  that  so  few 
should  lay  these  things  to  heart.  But  it  shows  the  benumb- 
ing, stupefying  induence  of  sin.  However,  the  set  time  to 
&vor  Zion  was  approaching.  Christians  found  the  angel  of 
the  covenant  to  be  at  hand,  with  whom  to  wrestle  for  a 
blessing.  The  prayer  of  fluth  prevailed — the  Lord  vouch- 
safed his  smiles — the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  graced 
the  meetings  of  the  church.  And,  in  connection  vrith  a  pro- 
tracted meeting  which  commenced  in  November  1831,  the 
mighty  shadows  in  which  the  church  had  been  so  long  envel- 
oped began  to  flee  away.  It  was  a  time  of  power.  There 
'*8toodup"  37  into  whom  the  "0  breath"  had  entered, 
rivinff  them  life.  They  were  received  to  the  fellowship  of 
the  church.  The  following  year,  1832,  many  were  quicken- 
ed who  had  long  been  dead  in  trespasses  and  sin.  One 
instance  occurred  worthy  of  record :  Mr.  John  Pitman,  sen* 
ior,  was  baptized  by  the  pastor  ui)on  the  stepping-stone  of 
his  door,  in  the  presence  of  a  multitude  who  sto^  as  wit- 
nesses astonished,  on  the  6th  of  May,  the  day  he  was  100 
years  old.  He,  and  his  wife  aged  90,  by  the  approval  of  the 
church,  were  received  as  members  at  the  same  time.  He 
died  Feb.  29, 1834,  aged  101  years,  9  months  and  21  days. 
In  1834  an  arrangement  was  made  by  the  members  of  tibe 
Deerfield  Association  for  holding  protracted  meetings  for 
two  or  three  days  in  a  week  in  succession,  week  after  week, 
in  each  church  within  its  linuts.  These  were  held,  and 
w^U  sustained  by  the  ministers  of  the  Association.  Heaven 
anproved  the  plan.  The  churches  were  quickened  and  rous- 
ed to  action.  The  church  in  Bamst^ul  acbiowledged  wi^ 
gratitude  an  aocession  of  28  members^  as  the  result  of  this 
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effort.  IndividualB  followed  their  example^  till  the  summer 
of  1838,  when  the  windows  of  Heaven  were  widely  ooened 
and  the  effusions  of  the  Holy  Spirit  richly  enjoyed.  Many 
trembled  at  the  foot  of  Sinai,  and  fleeing  to  Calvary  on 
which  stood  th^  cross,  stained  with  blood,  they  there  K)und 
refuge ;  found  Qod  to  be  a  present  help  in  time  of  trouble. 
A  series  of  meetings  were  held,  day  after  day  and  evening 
after  evening  for  more  than  a  week.  Neighboring  ministers 
came  in,  and  professors  Rood  and  Warner  with  members  of 
the  theological  seminary  at  Gilmanton,  with  hearts  full  of 
sympathy,  contributed  much  to  the  progress  of  the  blessed 
work.  Their  pim^nt  discourses  and  warm  exhortations 
deepened  religious  impressions ;  and  their  fervent,  effectual 

erayers  availed  much.  The  lay  brethren  cast  tnemselves 
dtween  perishing  souls  and  utter  ruin ;  that,  if  possible,  by 
entreaties,  tears  and  strong  cries,  with  the  help  of  the  Lord, 
they  might  save  the  sinners  from  that  state  hereafter,  where 
mercy's  voice  can  never  be  heard.  The  converts,  with  an 
earnestness  peculiar  to  their  state  of  feeling,  openly  told 
what  God  had  done  for  their  souls ;  having  just  risen  from 
the  dead  (dead  in  sin)— being  quickened  into  life,  bv  the 
spirit  of  God ;  their  invitations  to  come  and  yield  the  heart 
to  Christ  were  thrilling ;  and  had  a  melting,  overcoming  an4 
joyftil  effect.  The  glory  of  God  filled  the  house,  and  it  wa« 
good  to  be  there — it  was  ^ood  to  be  there.  To  witness  the 
way  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  peculiar  to  himself  in  drawing 
such  a  multitude  together  at  an  early  hour,  from  day  to  day, 
as  to  fill  the  house  of  God  tq  its  utmost  capacity — to  see 
them  chained  in  their  position,  with  fixed  attention — ^listen- 
ing with  intense  interest  to  the  gracious  words  of  the  Savior, 
crying,  individually  "Lord  save  or  I  perish;"  led  to  an 
exclamation  with  the  Apostle  "0  the  aepth  of  the  riches 
both  of  the  wisdom  and  Knowledge  of  God  I  how  unsearcha- 
ble are  his  judgments,  and  his  wavs  past  finding  out !"  We 
may  suppose,  that  angels  looked  down  with  holv  wonder 
and  admiration  at  what  thev  saw  their  God  could  do.  As 
the  fruit  of  this  revival,  73  applied  for  admission  to  the 
church,  and  were  received  as  traveling  companions  to  tibe 
"celestial  city." 

Again,  a  visitation  of  the  Lord  was  realized  in  1842  and 
'43,  which  brought  50  into  the  Christian  ranks,  as  soldiers 
of  the  cross.  Since  that  time  a  few  have  reposed  their  con- 
fidence in  the  Savior,  and  professed  his  name  before  men ; 
notwithstanding  the  many  and  strong  adverse  influences 
which  surrounded  them.  For  some  years  last  past  worldly- 
mindedness  has  controled  action,  and  produced  spirituiu 
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apathy,  still,  some  are  disposed  to  pray  with  David,  "0 
God,  cast  us  not  away  from  thy  presence — take  not  thy 
Holy  Spirit  from  us/' 

On  reviewing  the  past — considering  the  youthful  and  fee- 
ble instrument  of  first  gathering  and  organizing  a  Congre- 
gational church  in  town — the  number  of  powerful  revivals 
which  have  occurred,  when  God  was  as  a  wall  of  fire  round 
about  the  church,  and  the  glory  in  her  mtdst ;  and  consider- 
ing, that  he,  who  was  ordamed  the  first  pastor,  still  lives,  to 
dischai^e  the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office,  after  an  elapse  of 
over  52  yeafrs  from  his  first  preaching  in  town,  and  over  51 
years  of  his  pastorate ;  all  must  exclaim,  "What  hath  God 
wrought ! "  Where  they  were  "  not  a  people,''  there  they 
are  called  the  people  of  God ;  and  when  they  "  had  not  ob- 
tained mercy,"  they  "  now  have  obtained  mercy." 

The  Freewill  Baptists  are  found  here,  and  are  the  only 
other  religious  order.  Many  of  the  converts  in  the  forgo- 
ing reviv^  united  with  them.  Elder  Benjamin  Randall 
of  New  Durham  was  the  first  to  establish  this  order,  and 
Elder  David  Knowlton  the  first  minister  here  who  died 
1804.  His  successors — Elders  Nathaniel  Wilson — Alvah* 
Buzzell — James  Morrell,  have  all  passed  in  quick  succession. 
Elder  David  Garland,  a  native  resident,  only  remains,  vdth 
whom  for  many  years  gospel  peace  and  Cmistian  harmony 
have  been  mamtained.  And  interchanges  of  kind  offices 
have  mutually  been  made.  The  number  of  their  church 
members  is  139.  A  good  degree  of  endeavor  after  the  uni- 
ty of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace,  has  manifestly  pre- 
vailed. The  pastor  is  not  aware,  after  half  a  century  of 
labor,  of  an  individual  familv,  on  whom  he  might  call,  but 
that,  with  a  welcome  and  with  expressions  of  sincere  r^ard, 
he  would  be  received.  The  nominal  number  of  the  church 
from  its  organization,  1804,  to  the  present  time,  has  been 
395.  One  hundred  and  forty  one  have  died;  1046  immor- 
tal spirits  have  gone  the  outlet  of  earth  to  the  spirit  world, 
withm  the  limits  of  the  town,  during  the  last  fifty  two 
years.  Of  this  number,  18  were  by  casualties,  and  six  by 
suicide — hemp — and  steel.  The  pastor  has  toiled  and  labor- 
ed, till  he  has  preached  6748  times ;  married  563  couple ; 
officiated  at  nearly  800  funerals  in  the  town,  and  over  200 
in  the  neighboring  towns,  and  held  the  office  of  town  clerk 
for  forty  years  in  succession.  The  mother  of  Joseph  Bun- 
ker, of  wide  spread  fame  during  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
an  hundred  years  ago,  lived  and  died  in  this  town  1816, 
aged  105  years,  8  months  and  23  days.  Five  young  men 
have  graduated  at  Dartmouth,  and  four  have  receivol  the 
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degree  of  M.D.  The  temperance  cause  prospers.  A  deep 
interest  is  felt  in  the  support  of  sixteen  district  schools. — 
Sabbath  Schools  are  sustained  in  different  parts  of  the  town, 
during  the  summer  months,  and  have  access  to  a  library  of 
over  one  thousand  volumes,  which  is  divided  to  three  parts 
of  the  town,  and  exchanged  once  a  quarter. 


CENTBB  HARBOR. 

Rar.  Alkoit  Bsvsov. 

Centre  Harbor  was  originally  a  part  of  New  Hampton. — 
It  became  a  separate  town  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
Dec.  2, 1797.  The  intention  of  th^  petitioners  was  to  have 
had  it  called  Senter  Harbor,  in  honor  of  the  Senter  fiunily 
who  were  the  first  permanent  settlers  in  the  town.  But  by 
a  mistake  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  it  was  recorded  Centre 
Harbor.    It  b^an  to  be  settled  in  176^5. 

Congr^ationalism  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  the  easter- 
ly ^rt  of  the  town.  The  first  settlers  were  mostly  Conm- 
Stional  families  from  Chester,  Hampton,  Raymond,  Can- 
I  and  Londonderry,  N.  H.;  and  Ipswich  and  Haliiax,  Ma. 
These  families  had  religious  sympatnies  which  united  them^ 
But  being  too  poor  to  sustain  the  stated  means  of  grace,  for 
several  years  they  attended  on  the  ministrations  of  Rev. 
Jeremiah  Shaw  in  Moultonborough.  They  were  obliged  to 
travel  either  on  foot  or  on  horseback  a  distance  of  eight  to 
ten  miles  each  way.  Yet  thev  were  punctual  in  their 
attendance.  One  of  their  number,  when  he  was  past  his 
four  score  years,  said  he  could  recollect  only  one  or  two 
instances  in  which  he  had  been  absent  firom  the  house  of 
Gk)d  on  the  Sabbath,  in  consequence  of  stormy  weather,  or 
bad  traveling.  Where  is  this  spirit  now  manifested  on 
stormv  Sabbaths  ?  In  the  mean  time  they  enjoyed  occa- 
sionally the  labors  of  missicmaries,  who  came  among  them. 
These  missions  were  generally  ^ort,  but  they  were  highly 
prized,  and  the  Ic^rs  performed  were  useful  in  bringing 
souls  to  Christ. 

The  other  part  of  the  town  was  settled  by  Calvinistic  and 
Freewill  Baptists,  Methodists,  and  oUiers  whose  religious 
preferences  were  not  well  defined,  and  continues  much  the 
same  to  this  day.  The  reli^us  element  is  chiefly  Freewill 
Baptist. 

As  time  advanced,  the  population  increased.  In  1812  a 
house  of  worship  was  erected  oy  the  people  in  this,  the  east- 
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oiiy  part  of  the  town.  Thifl  house  was  built  neither  hj  the 
iaumy  nor  by  a  chnrdi  or  society,  but  by  such  individuids  as 
volunteered  in  the  enterpiise.  It  was  a  free-will  offering. 
and  owned  as  private  property.  This  house  was  locat^ 
about  a  mile  west  of  C^Qtre  Harbor  village  on  the  road  lead* 
ing  from  this  place  to  Plymouth.  It  was  about  35  by  40 
feet,  one  story  nigh,  the  rooi  coming  to. a  point  in  the  center, 
and  descaiding  tb  the  four  sides,  with  a  portico  in' front. — 
This  house  was  very  humble  in  appearance  compared  with 
ohurches  o(  more  modem  date.  Yet  it  answer^  well  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  made.  It  has  recently  been  taken 
down,  and  its  materials  appropriated  to  other  uses.  About 
ike  time  that  this  house  was  built^  one  for  the  same  purpose 
wag  erected  in  Meredith  Third  Division^  and  as  the  popula- 
tion was  stiU  sparse^  the  good  people  of  Centre  Harbor  and 
Meredith  Third  Division  united  for  the  purpose  of  maintain- 
ing  religious  worship,  and  agreed  to  hold  their  meetings 
alternately  on  every  other  Sabbath  at  each  of  these  houses. 
When  tiie  house  in  Centre  Harbor  was  not  occupied  by  the 
G<mgr^ationalists,  other  evangelical  denominations  were  al- 
lows tne  use  of  liL  and  held  meetings  here  occasionally.  It 
is  estimated  that  tne  attendance  on  public  worship  then  was 
ooe  third  more  in  proportion  to  the  population,  t&m  it  is  at 
the  present  time.  Under  the  arrangement  noticed  above,  in 
those  days,  when  neighbors  were  as  brothers j  the  people  loi^ 
oontinued  together  in  unity,  and,  usually,  prospenty  attend- 
ed them. 

The  year  1815  opened  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  this  peo- 
ple, inasmuch  as  it  was  the  commencement  of  the  churcn  in 
its  organized  form.  Bev.  Messrs.  Shaw,  Hidden,  Hebaid^ 
Turner^  Field,  and  Warren  who  was  laboring  here,  were 
on  the  council  called  to  form  the  churchy  Feb.  20, 1815.  It 
consisted  of  13  membeis.  Two  lived  m  Moultonborou^ 
two  in  Meredith  Third  Division,  and  nine  in  Centre  Har]M)r. 
These  all  have  died,  we  trust,  ^  in  fiuth«'  Their  remembrance 
is  blessed,  and  their  gl<^  remains  after  them.  For  an  ac- 
count of  this  diurch  to  its  separation  from  Meredith,  see  ar- 
ticle, Meredith  Village.  In  1832,  Meredith  Village  b^an  to 
increase  rapidly,  and  showed  signs  of  becoming  an  important 
location,  and  additions  to  the  church  had  been  mostly  from 
Ikreditiu  Hence  we  ftad  on  record  the  foUowing  arrange- 
irait.  ''Jan.  10, 1833.  Voted  that  meetings  cm  the  Sab- 
bath be  holden  hereafter  in  Meredith  Village  one  half  the 
time,  in  Meredith  Old  Meeting-house  one  fourth  of  the  time, 
and  in  C^tre  Harbor  the  o&er  fourth.''  A  Meeting-houae 
mm  at  length  erected  at  Meredith  ViUs^,  and  the  meetijo^ 
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on  the  Sabbath  were  wholly  removed  to  that  place.  Conae- 
quently,  Centre  Harbor  was  left  destitute  of  the  means  of 
grace.  The  few  pious  souls  remaining  here  mourned  as  they 
saw  the  sanctuary  deserted,  infidelity  and  ungodliness  in- 
creasing  among  them ;  and  yet  there  was  no  hope  of  having 
the  former  order  of  things  restored.  In  the  absence  of  the 
means  of  grace,  intemperance,  pro&neness  and  Sabbath 
breaking  b^me  prevalent.  A  gentleman  visiting  here  in 
1826,  said  he  had  to  go  out  of  town  to  find  Sabbath  day, 
(meaning  as  we  suppose  public  worship.)  Even  in  this  state 
of  degeneracy.  Centre  Harbor,  possessing  great  attractions  on 
account  of  the  beauty  of  its  natural  scenery  and  the  healthi- 
ness of  its  atmosphere,  was  fast  becoming  a  place  of  resort 
for  travellers  and  tourists  to  the  White  Moimtains,  and  a 
place  of  rest  to  business  men,  from  the  oppressive  heat  and 
the  exhausting  duties  of  city  life.  The  population  in  this 
vicinity,  comprising  one  hundred  families,  was  not  reached  to 
much  effect  by  the  means  of  grace  from  any  other  point.  In 
this  state  of  things^  the  Lord  stirred  up  the  minds  of  a  few 
men  to  build  him  an  house,  with  a  view  to  have  a  new  chmch 
and  society  organized  which  should  be  identified  with  the  vil- 
lage in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town,  upon  the  shore  of  the 
lake.  Some  half  a  dozen  men,  only  one  or  two  of  them  pro- 
fessedly pious,  and  all  comparativelv  poor,  pledged  them- 
selves to  each  other  that  they  would  carry  forward  this  en- 
terprise. Accordingly  in  the  summer  of  1837  a  neat  and 
commodious  house  was  built,  at  an  expense  of  about  seven- 
teen hundred  dollars ;  to  defray  which  they  paid  what  thej 
could,  begged  some,  and  borrowed  some,  and  so  ftdfiUed  their 
contract. 

In  the  winter  following  thev  dedicated  their  house,  and 
employed  Mr.  Robert  W.  Fuller,  a  member  of  Gilmanton 
theological  seminary,  to  preach  to  them  three  months.  On 
the  9th  of  May,  1838,  an  ecclesiastical  council  convened  at 
the  Meeting-house,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing,  if  thought 
proper,  a  Congregational  church.  The  members  of  this  coun- 
cil were  from  Moultonboroiigh,  Sandwich,  Plymouth,  Mere- 
dith Village,  and  Meredith  Bridge.  After  prayer  and  delib- 
eration, the  council  decided  to  proceed  to  orffanize  a  church. 
Accordingly,  May  10,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  uie  council  pro- 
ceeded to  the  organization  of  the  church  jjroposed,  and  to 
perform  the  pubhc  exercises  connected  with  it.  This  churdi 
consisted  of  eleven  members,  four  males  and  seven  females. 
Ten  had  letters  frt)m  the  church  in  Meredith,  and  one  from 
the  church  in  Brighton,  Ms.  Soon  after  the  formation  of 
Hus  church,  Bev.  Bamuel  H.  Merrill  was  employed  about  a 
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jm  And  a  half  as  stated  sapply.  After  him  Mr.  Jabez  T. 
Howard,  graduate  of  Gihnanton  theological  seminary,  sup* 
pUed  them  a  few  weeks  as  candidate  for  settlement. 

October  1, 1840,  the  present  pastor  commenced  his  labors 
among  this  people.  He  came  here  not  to  seek  a  settlement, 
but  to  supply  a  Sabbath  or  two  for  Mr.  Howard.  At  the 
close  of  the  second  Sabbath  the  church  and  society  unani- 
mously agreed  to  give  him  a  call  to  settle  with  them ;  which 
call  was  subsequently  extended  and  accepted.  He  was  ordain- 
ed Dec.  23, 1840,  with  the  promise  of  a  salanrof  9350,  and  his 
firewood.  The  sum  receiYed  has  ayeraged  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  annually,  exclusiye  of  fuel.  One  hun- 
dred dollars  of  this  sum  is  paid  by  the  N.  H.  M.  Society.  In 
view  of  the  past  he  would  say  tmt  b^  the  fitvora  of  a  kind 
Providence,  and  by  the  kindness  and  forbearance  of  this  peo- 
ple, he  continues  with  them  unto  this  day — ^^  Witnessing 
bom  to  small  and  great,  repentance  toward  God,  and  fiutn 
toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

This  church,  though  small  at  the  commencement,  has  en- 
joyed the  smiles  of  her  living  Head.  It  has  not  been  rent 
arander  by  heresies,  nor  perverted  by  popular  delusions. — 
The  dews  of  divine  grace  have  here  distilled,  and  showers 
occasionally  have  descended.  In  the  last  fifteen  years,  two 
protracted  meetings  have  been  holden,  one  in  1841,  the  other 
m  1843.  The  first  lesulted  in  little  ^ood.  The  other  was 
demanded  bv  the  state  of  feeling  existing  among  the  people. 
Thffy  were  drawn  t(^ther  by  an  impulM  whi<£  seemed  ir- 
resistible. Gk)d  was  verily  in  the  midst,  mtherinjp  in  his 
chosen.  At  the  close  .of  that  revival  only  three  dmdren  of 
this  church  over  twelve  vears  of  age  were  left  without  hope 
in  Christ.  Since  then  there  has  been  no  general  revival,  yet 
additi<ms  have  been  made  to  the  church  nearly  every  year 
since  its  formation.  From  1838  to  1853,  there  have  been 
added  19  by  letter,  and  37  by  profession— total,  56.  Pres- 
ent number,  44.  Three  fourths  of  all  the  members  tiuit 
have  been  connected  with  this  church  had  pious  parents : — 
also,  those  who  have  been  excommunicated  belong  to  the 
one  fourth  whose  parents  were  not  professedly  pious.  The 
accessions  have  been  chiefly  fixun  the  children  or  the  church, 
and  the  Sabbath  school  The  average  attendance  on  public 
worship  through  the  year  is  about  one  hundred.  Tbre  is 
no  othw  evangelical' denominatioB  in  the  place,  and  no  other 
meetings,  except  an  occasional  one  of  Universalists.  Our 
diaritable  contributions  amount  to  about  one  dollar  to  each 
Boember  of  ihe  church.  And  to  whatever  cause  we  may  at- 
tribute ihe  changCL.it  is  manifest  that  among  those  wlto  do 
32 
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not  profess  to  be  pknu,  there  is  less  open  wickedness  a&A  aa 
increasing  attention  to  propriety  and  deoomm. 


GILFORD. 

Ta^en  from  Oihnantcm ;  incorporated  June  16, 1812.— 
Elder  Richard  Martin  was  settled  here  in  1798  over  the  first 
Freewill  Baptist  society.-  This  chur6h  now  nmnbers  159. — 
We  find  it  stated  by  Farmer  that  there  *^was  a  society  of 
Congregationalists"  here  in  1823,  but  we  find  no  clue  to  its 
history.    Gilford  academy  was  incorporated  in  1820. 


GILMANTON.* 

FiifT  Chitkch. 

The  first  settlets  of  Gilmanton  were  chiefly  &milies  desir- 
ous of  having  the  institutions  of  the  gospeL  They  came 
from  Exeter  and  vicinityy  or  from  the  northeastern  towns  in 
Ms.,  and  brought  with  them  the  spirit  of  entei^prise^  educa* 
tion,  moralitv  and  religion.  The  township  was  originally 
granted  hj  (jteotf^  I.  in  the  year  in  which  he  died.  1727,  to 
215  propnetors,  24  of  whombore  the  name  of  Gihnan,  and 
seven  were  ministers.  It  was  provided  in  the  charter  that 
^^  a  Meeting-house  should  be  built  for  the  public  worship  of 
Gtod  within  four  years^''  and  that  ^^a  proprietor's  share  be 
reserved  for  the  first  nunister  of  the  goqpel  that  shall  be  set- 
tled and  ordained^  and  another  for  a  parsona^."  The  In- 
dian and  French  wars  and  other  causes  delajinff  the  settle* 
ment  of  the  town,  the  proprietors  voted,  as  inducement  to 
settlers,  that  the  shares  should  be  laid  out  so  as  to  be  con* 
venient  ^^  for  a  parish^"  and  also  engx^ied  ^^as  socm  as  thsus 
should  be  ten  fiunihes  settled  in  Gumanton  to  employ  a 
minister  to  preach  to  them.'' 

The  first  family  came  into  town  Dec.  26. 1763,  and.  in  Ie« 
than  one  year  and  eight  months,  or  on  the  Ist  of  Angus^ 
1765,  Bev.  Wm.  Parsons,  having  oeen  employed  Ij  the  pro* 
prietors,  moved  into  town.  He  came  on  norsebadc  widi  hii 
mmily,  and  his  furniture  was  broueht  on  the  firsi  ox-cart 
which  had  ever  entered  the  town.  He  was  employed  annu- 
ally for  ten  years,  preaching  in  private  houses  uid  sdiod 
houses  in  dififoieBt  parts  of  the  town,  as  neither  a  Meetipg^ 

•  SkMdi  br  ler.  R.  IL  8ai|iBt. 
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hoiue  had  been  built  nor  a  chnrdi  been  oig^zed.  He  was 
a  nseful  and  exemplary  minister^  and  by  bis  preaching  and 
other  efforts  aided  in  givinjg  an  intelli^nt^  moral  and  relig- 
ious character  to  the  inhabitants^  and.  his  influence  is  percep- 
tible even  at  the  present  time.  He  also  taught  the  schods 
of  the  early  settlers,  even  till  he  was  quite  advanced  in  age. 
He  was  son  of  Bev.  J  oseph  Parsons  of  baUsbury,  Ms. ;  settkd 
at  South  Hampton,  1753 ;  dismissed  1762 ;  came  to  Gilman- 
ton  1763 ;  died  1796,  aged  80.     ,  . 

In  May.  1774,  Rev.  Isaac  Smith,  who  had  previously  spent 
a  few  Saboaths  in  town,  commenced  preaching  as  a  regular 
supply,  having  been  hired  for  one  year.  In  August,  howev- 
er, the  town  gave  him  a  call  to  settle,  his  salary  to  be  £50 
the  first  year,  and  to  increase  £5  each  year  till  it  was  £75 ; 
and  he  was  to  have  £  75  settlement,  aleo  the  lands  set  apart 
for  the  first  settled  minister^  and  the  use  of  the  other  minis-^ 
terial  lands^  30  acres  of  which  were  cleared,  or  to  be  cleared 
for  him ;  his  salary  was  also  to  continue  in  case  of  his  sick- 
ness, and  he  was  to  reserve  three  Sabbaths  of  each  year  for 
rest,  or  visiting  friends.  While  the  call  was  under  consid- 
eration, a  committee  visited  him  from  Ipswich,  Ms.,  with  a 
call,  as  he  had  previously  preached  there  for  a  Utile  time. 
But  a  decided  deacon  told  them  finnly  that  the  people  of 
Uijdmaaiton  were  united  in  Mr.  Smith,  and  could  not  let  him 

Sf.  Mr.  Smith  was  ordained  Nov.  30,  1774.  Rev.  Dr, 
cOlintock  of  Greenland  preached  the  sermon,  and  Rev. 
Messrs.  Wai|[er  of  OpnQprd,  Foster  of  Capterbury,  Steams 
of  Epping,  Upham  of  Deerfield,  Woodman  of  Dunbarton^ 
and  A)r.  Selknap  of  Dover  performed  the  other  services. — 
Also  by  concurrence  of  the  same  council  a  Congregational 
ehurch  was  gathered  consisting  of  only  5  members,  to  which 
however  17  were  added  during  the  succeeding  year.  In  1777 
£20  was  expended  in  clearing  the  parsonage  land,  and  £75 
was  giv^OL  to  Rev.  Mr.  Smitn  to  aid  him  in  building  his 
house.  Foi:  several  years  the  inhabitants  were  very  har- 
monious in  r^rd  to  Kev.  Mr.  Smith's  salary,  but  as  meet- 
ings of  other  ^nominations  b^an  to  multiply,  a  disposition 
was  manifested  to  throw  off  tne  town's  obhmtions  to  tibe 
^^ekmding  Ofxkr."  First,  a  proposal  waa  made  to  have  as- 
sessors and,#  collector  of  the  minister,  tax  separate  from  the 
selectmen  a^d  constables,  whq  made  and  oollected  the  other 
texes.  Theijt  an  effort  was  made  tg^divid$  the  avails  of  the 
ministerial  laads  among  liie  different  sodeties.    This  at  first 

fiiiled,  but  ai@^rwards  sucoeeded.     

From  mo  to  1815  no,  mixuftf ria)  tax,  yw  iPftde  out,  and 
no  other  way  was  open  to  Rev,  Mri  Smith  to  obtain  lawful 
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and  just  com{)en8ation  for  his  serfioes  except  to  commenoe  a 
suit  against  the  town.  When  the  people  met  to  oonsid^ 
the  matter  they  appointed  a  committee  to  tij  to  make  a 
settlement  with  Kev.  Mr.  Smith,  and  it  was  finally  agreed 
to  nay  him  91402,  which  for  the  sake  of  peaoe  he  accepted, 
ana  rslinqnished  all  claims  upon  the  town.    The  salary  had 

1)revion8ly  been  raised  by  the  town,  and  aU  who  did  not  be- 
ong  to  any  other  society  were  considered  as  bdonging  to 
this,  and  were  taxed  accordingly.  But  all  who  were  r^nlar 
members  of  the  Baptist  society  were  not  taxed,  from  the  first 
settlement,  and  all  who  became  members  of  other  societies 
when  they  arose,  were  excused  from  being  taxed  to  pay  tiie 
salary  of  the  minister  of  the  ^wn.  But  after  this  IB^y.  Mr. 
Smith  was  sustained  by  voluntary  subscription.  An  Act  of 
Incorporation  for  the  ^^  First  Oongr^tional  Society''  was 
obtained,  and  the  town  as  such  ceaised  to  have  any  further 
responsibility  respecting  the  settlement  or  support  of  the 
ministry.  Also  it  had  not  been  usual  previously  to  tax  the 
minister,  but  in  1812  and  i^ain  in  1816  it  was  voted  to  tax 
the  property  of  Bev.  Mr.  Smith,  and  since  that  time  the  min- 
isters have  paid  their  taxes,  the  same  as  other  citizens. 

Bev.  Mr.  Smith  died  in  1817  after  an  illness  of  onl^  three 
dajs,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age,  and  the  43d  of  his  mmistry. 
His  fhneral  was  attendee^  by  a  hrge  concourse  of  the  citizens 
of  this  and  neighbpring  towns.  Kev.  Mr.  Carpenter  of  Chi- 
chester preached  the  sermon,  and  several  ouier  ministers 
were  present.  In  the  burying  ground  near  where  he  lived 
and  tne  Meeting-house  in  wmch  he  preached,  the  churdi 
erected  an  appropriate  monument  to  nis  memory,  and  the 
people  generally  after  his  death  acknowledged  the  worth  of 
hbn  to  whom  they  had  denied  his  just  dues  while  he  was 
living;.  During  his  ministry  114  had  joined  the  church,  the 
number  of  baptisms  by  him  was  312,  of  marriages  396,  and 
ftmeralB  1141.  He  was  a  skillful  linguist,  ^^  reading  Latin 
and  Greek  almost  as  readily  as  English ;"  he  did  much  for 
the  cause  of  education,  drafted  the  excellent  constitution  of 
the  academy,  and  fitted  several  jroung  men  for  coUe^.  As 
a  theologian  he  was  sound  and  discriminating,  agreeing  sub- 
stantially with  Dr.  Bellamy,  with  whom  he  studied  theology. 
As  a  preacher  he  was  animated,  vivacious,  clesa  and  pointed. 
In  the  earlier  part  of  his  ministiy  his  sermons  were  written 
in  full,  but  later  in  life  he  preached  for  the  most  part  extem- 
poraneously. As  a  pastor  he  was  fidthfol  and  beloved  by  the 
fiiends  of  £Ood  order.  He  had  the  happy  "  foculty  of  sayiis^ 
the  right  thin^  at  the  right  time,  so  that  thev  would  be  re- 
memwred.''   The  church,  deeply  a£focted  by  tne  loss  of  their 
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fiuthftil  mmister.  were  led  to  increased  'pnyety  effort  and  re- 
liance upon  God  ;  a  gracioug  revival  was*  enjoyed,  and  the 
seed^  long  and  eamestfy  sown,  sprang  up  at  last.  Bev.  Jesse 
Stratton,  a  graduate  of  Middlebuiy  college,  1814,  jrecentlj 
from  Andover  seminaiy,  labored  for  a  time  with  the  people, 
and  some  46  were  prepared  for  a  public  profession. 

Bev.  Luke  A.  Sponord,  having  preached  as  a  candidate, 
and  induced  the  church  to  adopt  a  new  doctrinal  creed,  was 
ordained  June  9, 1819.  The  revival  of  the  previous  vear  had 
awakened  a  religious  interest,  and  tended  to  make  the  exer- 
cises peculiarly  solemn  and  memorable.  The  sermon  was  by 
Bev.  Asa  Band  of  Gk>rham,  Me.  The  other  services  were 
conducted  by  Bev.  Messrs.  Wells  of  DeerfieH,  Bodwell  of 
Sanbomton,  McFarland,  D.D.  of  Concord,  Oarpenter  of  Chi- 
chester, Ainsworth  of  Jaffrey,  Corser  of  Louaon,  Bumham 
of  Pembroke,  and  Patrick  of  Canterbury.  Bev.  Mr.  Spofford 
labored  with  much  care  for  the  spiritual  purity  of  the  ^urch, 
and  the  ^ood  of  the  whole  people,  and  a  gracious  revival  was 
enjoyed  m  1823.  But  the  field  of  his  lamrs  being  very  lai^ 
and  the  demands  of  the  people  very  great,  he  resigned  his 
charge  in  1825. 

January  1st  of  that  year  Bev.  Daniel  Lancaster  commenced 
supplying  the  pulpit ;  and  April  11th  the  church  gave  him  a 
call  to  settle,  which  he  declined.  June  9th,  Bev.  Mr.  Spof- 
ford was  dismissed,  after  six  vears  pastorate,  and  in  July  the 
call  was  renewed  to  Bev.  Mr.  Lancaster,  and  he  returning 
from  Massachusetts  accepted  and  was  ordained  Sent.  21, 
1825.  Bev.  Mr.  Cooke  of  Acworth  preached,  ana  Bev. 
Messrs.  BodweU,  Prentice,  Spofiford,  Cross,  Oeorge,  and  Co- 
nant,  performed  the  other  services.  Feb.  26, 1826, 25  mem- 
bers obtained  letters  of  dismission  and  recommendation  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  new  church  at  the  Academy  village, 
the  center  of  the  town,  three  miles  west  of  the  First  church, 
and  Oct.  12, 1830, 13  more  members  were  dismissed  to  be 
fomied  into  a  church  at  the  Iron  Works  village,  three  miles 
east  The  formation  of  these  two  churches  and  societies  in 
the  villages  where  they  were  absolutely  required,  left  the 
First  church  and  socie^  much  reduced,  as  there  was  scarce- 
ly any  village  near  its  Meeting-house.  And  though  revivals 
were  enjoyed  in  1826-7,  and  again  in  1831,  yet,  uie  society 
being  unable  to  afford  an  ade<]^uate  support  to  a  minister, 
Bev.  Mr.  Lancaster  asked  a  dismission  July  15th,  1832,  which 
was  acceded  to  by  the  chureh  on  the  22d,  and  he  was  dis- 
missed on  the  25th  of  the  same  month.  He  was  pastor  of 
the  First  church  for  six  years,  though  for  two  years  he 
preadied  half  of  the  time  at  the  Iron  Works  village,  and  two 
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other  years  half  of  th^  time  at  the  Center  village.  During 
Ms  miniBtiy  85  were  added  to  the  church ;  there  were  118 
tiaptisms,  and  over  100  ftinerals. 

since  Rev.  Mr.  Lancaster's  dismission  the  First  church 
and  society  have  been  destitute  of  a  pastor,  but  have  had 
occasional  and  sometimes  stated  supplies.  Bev.  F.  P.  Smith, 
son  of  their  first  nlinister,  preached  for  them  through  the 
year  1834.  Rev.  Joriah  Carpenter  in  1837,  Rev.  Dana  B. 
loradford,  and  various  other  members  of  the  theological  sem- 
inary, supplied  them  for  several  years.  Rev.  Wm.  Cogswell. 
D.D.  while  President  of  the  theological  seminary,  suppliea 
them  on  the  Sabbath  till  the  illness  preceding  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  18, 1850.  Rev.  James  Hobart  of  Ber- 
lin, Vt.,  commonly  known  as  **  father  Hobart,'*  and  Rev.  J. 
C.  Page,  formerly  of  Raymond,  while  residing  in  town,  also 
Rev.  J.  W.  Jones^  a  locci  preacher  of  the  Methodist  church, 
have  supplied  their  pulpit  for  several  seasons.  No  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  church  since  1844.  Whole  number 
received  in  all  is  311.  They  own  a  parsonage  and  lapd  ad- 
joining, obtained  during  the  mimstry  of  Ret.  Mr.  Spoffbrd. 
The  deacons  have  been  Stephen  Dudley  and  John  Sanborn, 
(elected  in  1776,) Winslow  Page  and  Benjamin  P^,  (1803,) 
Joseph  French,  (1819,)  Moses  Page,  (1826,)  and  Theophilus 
Gihnan,  (1828.)  In  September,  1774,  the  frame  of  the  first 
Meeting-house  was  raised,  but  the  house  was  not  prepared 
to  be  used  for  worship  till  tiie  following  season.  It  was  60 
feet  by  45,  with  a  porch  at  each  end,  with  galleries  on  three 
sideSj  a  broad  aisle  six  feet  wide,  and  an  aisle  crossing  this, 
runmng  fit)m  end  to  end,  four  leet  wide,  and  with  narrower 
aisles  passing  around  to  accommodate  the  wall  pews.  It  was 
not  entirely  finished,  glazed  and  plastered,  till  1790.  In  1807 
it  was  repaired  and  clapboarded,  but  it  was  many  years  be- 
fore a  stove  was  introduced,  and  then  with  considerable  re- 
luctance on  the  part  of  some.  The  people  must  have  been  a 
hardier  race  than  the  present,  to  sit  thus  unwarmed  through 
long  services.  This  house  stood  till  1839  when  it  was  taken 
down,  and  a  small  and  comfortable  house  was  erected  and 
dedicated  in  1840  on  or  near  the  same  place. 


GILMANTON  CENTER. 

Est.  IL*  M.  •abautt. 


The  CeYiter  Congregational  Society  in  Qilmanton  was 
formed  March  16,  1825,  Hon.  ^William  Badger  (afterwards 
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Qoyemor,^  Being  theArst  moderator,  and  N.  CroBl)y  clerk ; 
mnd  preaching  was  oecured  apart  of  that  year.  The  Center 
draich  in  GKfinanton,  located  at  the  Academy  villi^  and 
about  at  the  oenter  of  the  town,  was  oivamzed  Mkrch  8, 
1^6/  by  a  council  consLsting  ot  Bev.  Messrs.  Lancaster, 
Bodwell,  Patrick  and  Norwood.  Mr.  Bodwell  preached  the 
sermon,  and  Mr.  Patrick  presented  the  articles  of  fidth  and 
eoTenant.    The  original  number  of  members  was  25. 

July  12, 1826,  Mr.  Heman  Rood,  having  in  the  previous 
spring  received  a  unanimous  call,  was  ordained  as  the  pastor. 
The  sermon  was  preached  by  Bev.  Justin  Edwards  of  Ando- 
▼er»  Services  were  held  in  the  unfinished  Meeting-house. 
He  remained  about  three  years  and  a  half,  when,  receiving 
a  call  to  settle  in  New  lulford,  Oonn.,  he  was  dismissea 
March  3, 1830.  For  the  succeeding  two  years  this  society 
was  supplied  with  preaching  half  thid  time  by  Bev.  D.  Lan- 
caster ot  the  first  church ;  and  fiom  August  1832  to  Decem- 
ber 1835,  he  preached  aa  stated  supply  the  whole  time.  Nov. 
15, 1835,  a  unanimous  call  was  ^ven  to  him,  and,  December 
16  of  the  -same  year,  he  was  mstalled  as  pastor  of  this 
church.  Bev.  Mr.  Lancaster  remained  pastor  a  little  over 
sixteen  years,  having  labored  with  the  several  churches  ot 
this  town  upwards  of  twenty  six  years.  He  was  dismissed 
Jan.  26, 1852. 

The  society  immediately  made  efforts  to  secure  a  supply 
of  the  pulpit,  and  March  15, 1852,  a  unanimous  call  was 
extended  to  Mr.  B.  M.  Sargent,  a  licentiate  of  Andover,  to 
become  their  pastor,  and  te  was  ordained  April  27  of  the 
saine  year.  Special  revivals  have  been  enjoyea  by  this  church 
in  1831  and  '32,  when  28  were  added ;  in  the  autumn  of 
1834,  and  the  early  part  of  1836,  when  76,  as  the  firuit  <tf 
both  these  revivals,  were  added ;  in  1838,  when  52  were 
received  ;  in  1843  and  again  in  1850  were  seasons  of  refresh- 
ing, more  especially  among  the  pupils  of  the  academy. — 
During  the  ye^r  1854,  eight  nave  united  with  the  church  by 
profession,  and  there  nave  been  four  in&nt  baptisms  during 
the  same  year.  The  whole  number  who  have  oeen  received 
to  the  church  is  289.  Th^  present  number  of  members  is 
136,  52  males  and  83  females.  Of  these^  however,  more  than 
tiiirty  are  non-resident— several  of  them  now  being  ministers, 
either  settled  or  acting  as  stated  supplies,  and  who  joinea 
this  church  when  members  of  the  theol(^kal  seminary  in 
this  village — uid  have  never  removed  their  church  relation. 
The  deaoons  have  been  Jose^  French^  Dr.  (afberwards  Bev.) 
J.  C.  Page,  Tilton  French,  Andrew  Mack,  A.  M.  and  Thomas 
Adams.    The  Meeting-faouse  wascommenced  in  1826,  imme- 
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diatety  after  the  oimnizaticHi  of  the  churchy  and  was  dedi- 
cated Sept.  20y  18^.  It  is  a  neat  and  oommodions  edifice, 
cost  93500.  In  1854  it  was  repainted  within  and  withoat, 
some  improTcments  were  made^  and  an  organ  and  new  pulpit 
ftimitare  were  purchased.  A  commodious  parsonage  nouse 
was  prepared  four  years  since.  The  salary  is  raised  entirely 
by  subscription.  The  other  religious  societies  in  town  are, 
tne  First  Congr^tional  chur(£  at;  East  Gilmanton,  three 
miles  east  of  me  Center,  the  Gongrecational  and  Freewill 
Baptist  churches  at  the  Iron  Works  vwage,  six  miles  east^ 
the  Galvinist  Baptist  at  lower  Gilmanton,  four  miles  soudi 
east,  the  Methodist  and  the  Friends  near  the  academy  vil- 
We,  the  First  Freewill  Baptist  and  the  Christian  Baptist  in 
T3pper  Gilmanton,  four  miles  west,  and  the  Freewill  baptist 
church  worshiping  in  the  Province  Road  Meeting-house  five 
miles  north  east  of  the  academy.  Also,  the  people  from  one 
section  of  the  town  attend  the  Congregational  and  otiber 
churches  at  Meredith  Bridge,  and  from  other  borders  of  the 
town  attend  the  churches  at  Union  Bridge  and  Loudon  Bidge. 
Population  in  1850,  3282.  The  congr^tion  worshiping 
witn  the  center  church  is  composed  of  the  people  of  the  vil- 
lage and  vicinity,  and  the  majority  of  the  students  of  the 
academy.  The  resident  &milies  belonging  regularly  to  the 
congregation  number  a  little  over  70.  The  number  of  stu- 
dents varies  with  different  terms.  The  academy  received  its 
exceUent  charter  in  1794,  and  its  object  is  declared  to  be  to 
^^  promote  virtue,  and  piety  and  knowledge/'  and  all  the  stu* 
dents  are  required  to  attend  some  place  oi  puUic^  worship. 
Number  of  men  furnished  by  this  town  for  the  ministry  in 
different  denominations^  13.'  [Bee  Bev.  D.  Lancaster's  His- 
tory of  Gilmanton.] 


GILMANTON  IBON  WORKS. 

Rer.  RvFVt  Childs. 

So6n  after  the  settlement  of  the  t4)wn  of  Gilmanton,  a 
Congr^ational  church  was  organized  and  provisicm  made 
for  we  public  worship  of  Qixl  and  a  permanent  ministry. — 
For  many  years,  behevers  from  every  direction  assemUed 
together  with  one  accord,  and  worshiped  Ghxl  in  one  place. 
In  process  of  time  villages  grew  and  population  multiplied, 
to  such  a  d^^ree,  that  it  be^une  expedient  to  form  churches 
and  erect  Meeting-houses  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  Oct. 
12, 1830,  thirteen  individuals,  four  males  ^d  nine  females^ 
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liayin^  obtained  diBiniiwion  from  the  first  dntrch,  were 
onanused  into  a  separate  church,  called  tl^  OUmaadon  Iron 
Works  CongregaHonal  Okurch.  Several  important  addi- 
tions were  xnade  to  the  church,  soon  after  its  organization. 

On  the  28th  o£  September  1831,  Mr.  Charles  G.  Safford 
was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church.  But  his  term  of  service 
was  short.  On  account  of  ill  health,  he  was  dismissed  in 
iust  five  years  from  the  day  of  his  ordination.  But  his 
labors  here  were  greatly  blessed.  Additions  to  the  church 
were  frequent,  and  there  were  two  revivals  of  considerable 
interest,  one  of  which  continued  for  several  months,  in 
which  some  forty  individuals  expressed  a  hope  in  Christ. — 
For  the  two  years  subsequent  to  Mr.  Saffoid's  dismission, 
the  church  was  without  a  pastor ;  but  llie  pulpit  was  sup- 
plied by  different  individuals,  some  of  whom  were  connected 
with  the  theolo^cal  seminary  in  town.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  year  ISS  a  general  revival  of  religion  was  enjoyed 
in  the  parish,  as  the  fruits  of  which,  55  individuals  were 
added  to  the  church  at  one  time.  The  following  statements 
are  in  the  records  of  the  church :  ^^  Among  those  who,  after 
very  pungent  convictions  of  sin,  at  last  entertained  hope  in 
the  mercy  of  Ghxl,  were  the  notoriously  profiknC)  ^bbath 
breakers,  unbelievers,  and  scoffers  at  refi^on.  Heads  <^ 
fiunilies  were  brought  in,  with  their  pnildren.  The  aged, 
middle  aged,  and  the  young,  were  partakers  of  the  srace  of 
Ood.  Besides  these,  some — who  had  in  times  past  obtained 
pardon  of  their  sins,  but  had  not  given  Gtod  thanks,  and  had 
kept  it  secret  from  the  world — ^now  came  out  confessing  their 
ingratitude  and  guilt,  and  renewedly  dedicating  themselves 
to  God.'' 

Jan.  30.  1839,  Mr.  S.  S.  N.  Greeley  was  ordained  over 
the  churcn  as  their  pastor.  He  was  received  among  thjdm 
with  joy  and  gratitude.  His  labors  were  blessed  to  the 
church,  and  several  additions  were  made  to  it  while  under 
liis  pastoral  care.  Aflier  about  four  years  from  the  time  of 
his  settlement  he  asked  for  a  dissolution  of  the  pastoral 
relation,  which,  on  the  ground  of  his  request,  was  granted. 
For  nearly  two  years  the  church  was  again  destitute  of  a 
pastor,  and  was  again  ftimiBhed  with  preaching,  a  portion  of 
ib»  time,  from  the  theolcoical  sennnary.  Sev.  William 
Cc^weU,  D.D.,  supplied  the  pulpit  for  a  few  months. — 
Tmough  his  agency,  Mr.  Buftts  Childs  was  intioduced  to 
the  people,  received  iuad  accepted  a  caXL  to  settle  amon^ 
them,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  Nov.  6. 1844. 
There  has  been  nothing  particularly  marked  in  the  nistory 
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of  the  charoh  filnod  iiiat  time.  There  &tYd  been  aeasoDBof 
more  ihsai  ordinary  religions  interest, — ac^e  c(mverBi<m8  and 
additions  to  ihe  chnrchy  but  there  has  been  no  general  revl^ 
val  of  religion  smce  the  year  1838.  Thi&  dmrch  and  society 
are  in  a  hannonioos  state,  and  in  an  iible  and  -psoBoexoos 
condition,  if  we  regard  numbers,  talent,  and  means  of  sop- 

Krting  gospel  institutions  among  them.  The  whde  num- 
r  of  members  of  the  church  mm  the  beginning  is  172.; 
the  in&nt  baptisms  have  been  37.  Tbte  present  number -of 
members  is  113.  It  is  one  of  the  impibrtant  towns  in  tiw 
State,  and  upon  the  churches  withiui  its  borders  a  great 
weight  of  responsibility  rests. 


LACONIA.     ^ 

-     R«T.  JoBH  K.  Yoviitf.   ^ 

The  villaffe  formerly  called  Meredith  Bridge,  which  is 
pardy  in  Qim>rd  and  partly  in  LaconiiU  was  for  many  yean^ 
m>m  the  time  of  its  settlement,  destitiBe  of  the  regular  ana 
stated  ministrations  of  the  ^pel.  As  a  consequenee, 
immorality  and  irreligion  prevailea  to  a  ^reat  extent  among 
the  inhabitants.  An  interest  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
place  at  length  arose  in  the  minds  of.  the  fiiends  of  Home 
Missions ;  and  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  ChristiaQ 
Knowledge  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  New  Hampshire  Mis-; 
sioiMkry  ^iety  directed  their  missionaries  to  labor  in  this 
field.  Among  these  were  the  Bev.  I.  Turner,  who  first 
established  himself  as  a  missionary  here,  in  the  summer  of 
1813 ;  Bev.  Jotham  Sewall.  Bey.  Heniy  Sewall,  Mr.  Nathan 
Fisk  afterward  professor  of  Greek  language  in  Amherst  cot* 
lege,  Ms.  and  Bev.  Frauds  Norwood.  Vhree  missionaries  had 
precMMled  these  men  but  fidled  of  ^atheling  a  congragatioiL 

Bev.  Mr.  Norwood  came  here  m  June  1824,  and  on  Jvij 
26,  of  the  same  year,  a  Congr^tional^church  was  oiganiaed 
consisting  of  nine  members,  no  one  of  ^whom  had  previomfy. 
made  a  public  profiBssion  of  re]^on.r.  The  ministers  wfad 
officiatea  on  the  occasion,  were  Ifov.  A.  Bodwell,  Bev.  Jon- 
athan Curtis  and  Bev.  L.  A.  Spofford.  Mr.  Norwood  hav- 
ing supplied  the  pulpit  fer  one  yefli)r,  was  ordained  and 
installed  as  ^'^  pastor  and  teacher ''  J^ly  5, 1825.  He  con- 
tinued his  useftd  and  successfol  laoorsfcere  amid  many  hin- 
drances, until  tlaj  30,  1830,  when?  tiie  Sodety  for  the 
Promotion  of  Christian  Knowledge,  ftHih^  to  render  further 
aid,  he  was  dismissed,  leaving  a  diurch  with  35  members. 
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Rev.  John  K.  Young  came  into  this  place  Ang.  12, 1831, 
And  ivas'installed  Nov.  30  rff  the  same  year.  [See  Dover,] 
Dnring  this  autumn  a  revival  of  p«at  power  came  upott  this 
people  through  the  great  goodness  oi  God.  The  way  had 
been  prepared,  in  some  good  degree,  by  the  labors  of  the 
first  pastor,  but  it  Was  a  signal  work  of  Him  who^  alone 
renews  the  heart.  It  embraced  many  of  the  most  influen- 
tial citizens  of  this  village,  and  gave  religion  a  character  and 
position  which  from  that  time  it  has  never  entirely  failed  to 
maintain.  In  the  spring  of  1832,  the  Sabbath  School  was 
visited  by  a  refreshing  from  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  the 
autumn  of  1834  and  in  the  winter  of  1836-7,  revivals  of  more 
limited  extent  were  enjoyed — the  former  seemed  to  be  the 
blessing  of  God  on  the  meeting  of  the  General  Association 
and  a  protracted  meeting,  and  the  latter  was  the  same"  bless- 
ing oh  the  labors  of  Bev.  Aaron  Warner  and  the  birethren 
OTthe  church.  During  the  spring  of  1838,  another  gracious 
visitation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  granted,  of  greater  power 
and  extent  than  at  any  time  previous  except  1831.  In  this 
work  the  church  and  pastor  were  greatly  aided  by  brethren 
in  the  ministry  and. the  students  of  the  Gilmanton  theo- 
logical seminary.  The  year  1840  witnessed  a  revival  among 
our  youth,  of  whom  atout  twenty  united  with  the  church. 
Another  refreshing  was  enjoyed  in  1842,  the  subjects  of 
which  were  of  a  more  advanced  age.  Three  of  these  revi- 
vals—those of  1831, 1838  and  18&— were  characterized  by 
ike  hopeful  conversion  of  men  in  the  meridian  of  life,  and 
heads  of  families,  a  considerable  number  of  whom  had  been 
sceptical  or  believers  in  universal  salvation.  There  were 
also  those  whb  gave  evidence  of  repentance  by  restoring  that 
which  was  fraudulently  obtained,  and  by  becoming  mends* 
after  a  lone  period  of  enmity.  There  was  one  instanoe  of 
the  reconcuiation  of  parties  who  had  not  previously  fifoken 
to  each  other  for  fifteen  years. 

Suace  1842  there  has  been  no  extensive  revival  in  this 
church.  On  two  difierent  occasions  some  interest  has  exist- 
ed, and  from  six  to  ten  have  expressed  a  hope  that  they  had 
experienced  the  renewipg  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  At"  other 
times  als6  individuals  have  given  evidence  c^a  saving  change, 
and,  in  the  spring  of  the  present  year  1855,  some  interest  was 
awakened  soon  met  the  occurrence  of  the  great  calamity  in 
March  of  this  year— the  falling  through  of  the  fioor  of  the 
town  hall  on  the  dav  of  election,  bv  which  six  were  kiUed 
and  more  than  one  nundred  injured.  Several  were  awaken- 
ed and  a  few  became  hopefrOly  pious ;  but  the  impression 
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of  that  affectinff  eyent  has  chiefly  passed  away.  Althou^ 
there  is  external  prosperity  and  we  oelieye  that  some  Ghtis- 
tians  are  ^^  growing  in  grace/'  the  renewing  influences  of  the 
Spirit  are  not  now  enjoyed.  Including  the  or^nal  mem- 
bers, 328  have  been  added  to  this  church — 21^  by  profes- 
flion,  116  byietter.  The  removals  have  been  151 — ^by  dis- 
mission 86 — ^by  exclusion  12 — ^by  death  53.  The  present 
number  is  177 — ^males  49 — ^females  128.  The  deacons  of  this 
church  have  been,  Benjamin  Swain,  Salmon  Stevens,  Benj. 
T.  Sanborn,  John  B.  Jewett,  Ebenezer  S.  Lawrence,  Isaac 
S.  Jewett,  and  Orrin  Bugbee — the  last  two  being  now  in 
active  service. 

The  first  Sabbath  School  in  this  village  was  held  in  1818, 
during  the  mission  of  Rev.  Jotham  Sewall. — S.  C.  Lyford, 
Esq.,  being  superintendant.  It  was  held  also  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  sometimes  in  the  winter  during  the  ministry  of 
Bev.  F.  Norwood.  And  since  1831,  with  the  exception  of  a 
suspension  of  three  months  for  the  repairing  of  the  house  of 
worship,  it  has  continued  without  interruption  both  summer 
and  wmter.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1809 
but  not  entirely  completed  for  some  years,  though  it  was 
occupied  while  in  an  unfinished  state.  In  18^1  it  was 
repaired  and  painted — but  consumed  by  fire  in  February 
1836.  Another  house,  more  commodious  and  in  a  better 
style  of  architecture,  was  erected  in  the  following  year,  at  an 
expense,  including  the  bell,  of  about'six  thousand  dolkrs. — 
The  bell  was  presented  by  D.  Bumham,  Esq.         ^ 

This  brief  sketch  of  the  dealings  of  God  with  this  church 
shows  that  thev  have  sreat  cause  to  be  grateful  to  the  great 
Head  of  the  church,  tor  putting  it  into  the  hearts  of  tlie 
^friends  of  missions  to  pray  and  labor  and  give  of  their  sub- 
stance to  promote  the  spiritual  welfare  of  this  once  desti- 
tute people. 

A  church  was  organized  at  Meredith,  now  Laconia  Parade. 
Aug.  30,  1792.    Rev.  Simon  F.  Williams  was  installed 

gistor  Nov.  28  of  that  year,  and  dismissed  Aug.  28. 1798, 
r  unministerial  and  unchristian  conduct.  Joseph  Koberts 
was  elected  deacon  Feb.  11, 1793.  At  its  organization  it 
consisted  of  nine  members,  and  to  these  16  others  were  add- 
ed. This  church  soon  became  extinct.  Its  location  was  on 
the  road  between  Meredith  Bridge  and  Meredith  Village, 
four  miles  from  the  latter,  and  five  miles  from  the  former. 
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MEREDITH  VILLAGE." 

Rar.  J.  E.  Faewsll. 

The  toW  of  Meredith  in  its  original  survey  was  laid  out 
in  thi^  divisions  ;  owing  to  its  extensive  territory  and  the 
indentations  of  Winnipiseogee  lake  bounding  its  eastern  bor- 
der. The  first  pioneers  of  the  town,  neglected  to  bring  wiUi 
them  the  minister  of  the  gospel  in  the  outset ;  but  subse- 
quently,  noticing  the  happy  influence  the  institutions  of  reli- 
gion had  upon  communities  where  they  had  been  established, 
they  were  mduced  te  make  an  effort  te  organize  a  church 
and  settle  a  Congregational  minister,  but  it  all  proved  a  fiul- 
nre  and  a  serious  one  ;  the  minister  forfeited  his  Christian 
cJharacter  and  the  church  became  extinct,  [see  last  paragraph 
on  Laconia.]  leaving  the  desolations  of  many  years  entailed 
upon  the  place  ;  but  little  now  remains  te  mark  the  spot 
but  an  olddilapidated  Meeting-house :  families  once  in  afliu- 
ence  shared  in  the  ruin,  while  men  of  more  principle  became 
identified  with  other  denominations,  thus  entailing  upon 
their  fiunilies  unhappy  prejudices  te  warp  their  better  j\idg- 
xnent.  The  inhabitants  compare  favorably  with  other  com- 
munities for  enterprise  and  moral  int^rity,  but  the  element 
of  fraternal  unity  nas  long  been  wanting.  The  great  center 
of  business  and  public  resort,  has  been  removed  te  MerediUi 
Bridge  on  the  one  hand,  and  Meredith  Village  on  the  other. 
Separated  by  ^'  these  dissolving  views,''  a  new  tewn  is  now 
incorporated  by  the  name  of  Laconia^  on  the  south ;  leaving 
itB  nortli  eastern  border  with  Meredith  Yilhu^e  te  bear  up 
the  name  of  Meredith,  throwing  the  scene  of  this  religious 
declension  into  the  back  ground,  as  the  dark  shades  of  a 
more  lovely  picture. 

The  Congr^ational  church  of  Centre  Harbor  and  the 
Third  Division  of  Meredith  was  organized  Feb.  20, 1815. 
It  was  formed  by  the  instrumentality  of  Bev.  Edward  War- 
ren, missionary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  prior  to 
his  sailmg  for  India,  by  a  few  weeks  la^r  amon^  this  people. 
These  labors  were  blessed  in  awakening  a  religious  interest 
with  the  younff,  who  with  others  of  riper  age  were  formed 
into  a  catecmetical  society  for  religious  improvement: 
reading  meetings  were  established  upon  the  Sabbath,  and 
oontinued  with  a  good  d^ree  of  interest  until  blessed  by  a 
settled  ministry.  This  little  band  of  Christian  pioneers  con* 
sisted  of  ihirteen*members— six  males  and  seven  females— 

•  SkMh  bf  Dr.  Itta  SMbon. 
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being  emigrants  from  towns  where  tke  gospel  and  its  ordi- 
nances had  been  duly  appreciated.  Tney  had  long  been 
&yored  by  Christian  sympathy  from  the  Eev.  Samuel  Hidden 
of  Tamworth,  and  Bev.  tf  eremiah  Shaw  of  Moultonborough, 
and,  from  time  to  time,  by  a  few  months  of  pastoral  itinerant 
labor  from  one  of  the  evangeUcal  societies  of  Massachusetts, 
which  was  continued  in  a  measure  until  they  came  under 
the  patronage  of  the  New  Hampshire  Home  Missionary 
Sodety.  Rev.  David  Smith  of  Temple,  Me.,  was  installed 
over  this  churdi  as  pastor  March  23,  1819.  He  was  a  nuin 
of  exemplary  piety^  and  greatly  blessed  in  carrying  forward 
the  work  of  the  mmistry.  As  the  result  of  ms  fibors,  18 
members  were  added  to  the  church.  He  died  August  1824. 
His  salary  was  9  300  annimlly.  Bev.  Beuben  Porter  was 
installed  Jan.  1,  1829,  and  dismissed  22d  March,  1831.— 
Under  his  ministry  seven  were  added  to  the  church  by  pro- 
fession. 

Bev.  Joseph  Lane  formerly  a  missionary  of  the  Foreign 
B6ard  among  the  Choctaw  Indians,  was  mstalled  April  5, 
1831.  The  church  voted  to  assume  the  name  of  the  First 
Congregational  Ohurch  in  Meredith.  During  his  ministry 
a  jiowenul' revival  qf  religion  took  place,  which  extended  to 
every  part  of  the  community,  giving  an  entirely  new  aspect 
to-the  moral  -atmosphere  of  tne  place.  As  the  result  of  this 
r^l^val  89  were-added  to  the  church,  four  by  letter  and  35 
by^  profession.  Mr.  Lane  was  an  active  en^^tic  man,  of  a 
warm  temperament  *and  of  ardent  piety.  He  was  dismissed 
fidtn  his  charge  April  8, 1833,  and  bec^e  an  a^nt  of  the 
Bible  Society.  After  Bev.  Mr.  Lane  was  dismissed,  Bev. 
Abraham  Wheeler  labored  amoi^  this  people  two  years  as 
stetted  supply  ;  during  his  ministry  28  were  added  to  the 
church,  two  Dy  letter  and  26  by  profession.  Miss  Jane  B. 
Leavitt,  a  young  lady  of  elevated  piety,  a  member  of  this 
chiirch,  became  a  missionaij  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, and  an  e£Scient  heh)  m  extending  the  religion  ci  Christ 
to'^e  poor  benighted  Indian ;  she  su^equently  married!^ 
Bev.  Mr,  Seymorc,^0ne  of  the  missionaries  of  the  Board. 

'March  28, 1838,  Bev.  Eli  Taylor  was  installed  pastor  over 
this  churdi.  He  was  formerljr  of  Croydon  in  this  State. 
The  members  of  this  church,  hving  near  Centre  Harbor  vil- 
la^, were  formed  into  a  separate  cntirch  by  an  ecclesiastical 
o6tincil, — dismissed  hy  mutual  consent  and  organized  as  the 
GAmegational  thmtsh  of  Centre  Haibor.  Fifteen  membim 
of  the  original  church  were  thus  set  apart  fer  tiiis  purpose. 
Bming  Bev.  Mr.  Taylor's  ministry  96  w^re  added  to  tim 
church— 27  by  profession  and  nine  by  letter. 
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Bev.  GUes  Xieacli:ira«iwtaUed  iMurtor  oyer  jtbia  dbntch  Nov. 
23y  1842.  Twenir  aix  were  addea  as  memberB  of  tbe  churchy 
Bine  by  letter  tti^  jeyenteen  bj  professioii/ during  his  minis- 
trr ;  some  of  whi4h  were  the  firoit  of  an  interQstinff.  revival 
01  rdi^on  mosti^ioonfined  to  Meredith  Village  in  ^e  early 
part  of  1854.  aov.  Mr.  Leach  was  dismissed  from  lus  pas^ 
toral  charge  Jmie  14, 1854.  He  was  an  e£Scient  pastor,  and 
J8  still  remembered  by  his  people  with  afieotion,  as  endeared 
to  ihem  for  fl^pathy  and  kmdness  while  administerii^  to 
their  spiritoiJ  wants.  Bev.  Mr.  FarweU  is  now  laboring 
^mong  this  people  aa  stated  supply.  One  member  has  been 
Added  to  the  church  under  his  ministration.  Since  the  or- 
ganization of  this  church,  forty  of  its  members  have  died, 
fifty  five  have  been  dismissed  to  other  churdies.by  letter,  six 
have  been  excommunicated  and  not  restored ;  leaving  fifty 
five  resident  members,  sixteen  males  and  thirty  nine  females; 
leavinff  twenty  three  to  be  accounted  for,  who  have  left  the 
place  firom  time  to  time  without  letter  of  dismission  to 
other  churches ;  many  of  whom^  we  have  readon  to  believe, 
have  become  buried  up  iu  the  cubbish  of  the  woild.  Amde 
from  the  defimencv  of  moral  character,  as  often  shown  by  the 
members  of  the  church  who  still  maintain  a  nominal  stand- 
ing therein,  here  is  a  waste  truly  saddening  to  the  refiecting 
OEund ;  but  it  is  so  connected  with  the  fluctuation  of  our  vil- 
lage population,  that  it  is  not  so  sensibly  felt  until  the  his- 
tory of  years  shows  up  the  aggregate. 

The  fluctuation  above  referred  to  is  a  sreat  drawback  upon 
the  interests  of  our  snudl  country  parishes ;  these  chai^^ 
lessen  ministerial  support ;  whole  fiunilies  moye  off ;  (M 
educated  vonnf;  men  seek  their  fortunes  elsewhere,  and  the 
minister  finds  it  a  duty  he  owes  himself  and  his  fitmily  to 
seek  another  looatian ; — ^pn)ducinga  waste  of  moral  influenoe, 
which  is  not  so  eacoly  tranafemd  to  another  community. 
But  the  church  of  God  stilllives  ;  these  fiunilies,  these  young 
men  and  these  ministers  carry  with  them  the  elements  u 
Ghristian  prind^e,  to  be  broc^t  to  bear  upon  others  of  the 
human  &mily  with  whom  they  mingle. 


HEW  HAMPTON. 

.   ''New  Hampton,  Mamh  20, 1800.'' 
''At  a  public  town  meeting  duly -notified  and  ^held  this 
^  at  the  Meeting^hoose  in  said  town : 
Ist^  Ohose  Oapt.  Noah  Bobinson,  Mode»tor« 
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2Ay  Voted,  73  votes  to  settle  Mr.  Hebaid  asa  gospel  min* 
ister,  and  45  against  it. 

3d,  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  nine  men,  to  make 
arrang^nents  for  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Hebaid.'' 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  in  May  this  committee  made 
the  following  report:  ^^Ist,  We  the  subscribers,  after 
mature  deliberation  upon  the  important  business  that  we 
were  appointed  to  do,  have  agreed  to  report  and  do  report, 
that  Mr.  Salmon  Hebard,  if  settled  as  a  sospd  minister  in 
and  for  the  town  of  New  Hampton,  shall  have  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  off  the  northwesterly  end  of  the  minister  lot^ 
so  called,  in  said  town,  exclusive  of  six  acres  to  be  roura 
about  the  Meeting-house  for  the  accommodation  of  said 
town  as  a  Common,  Burying  Ground,  and  meaning  the 
whole  width  of  said  lot.  2d,  Agreed  that  Mr.  Hebard  shall 
have  fiftv  acres  more  of  said  lot,  adjoining  the  said  hundred 
acres  beiore  mentioned,  clear  across  said  lot^  as  a  compensa- 
tion to  him  as  a  settlement  for  to  erect  buddings,  &c.  3d, 
Agreed  that  fifty  acres  more  of  said  lot,  adjoining  said  fifty 
acres  last  mentioned,  clear  across  said  lot,  to  be  Xud  out  as 
a  parsonage  lot,  for  uie  use  of  the  town's  minister,  in  said 
town,  during  time.  4th.  Agreed  that  Mr.  Hebard  shall 
have  one  hundred  and  finy  dollars  per  year,  as  a  sdar^,  as 
lone  as  he  shall  supply  the  desk  in  said  town  as  a  minister 
0[  we  gospel.  5th,  Agreed  that  Mr.  Hebard  shall  have  two 
or  three  &tbbath  days  m  a  year  to  visit  his  fiiends.  Sik, 
Agreed  that  the  remainder  of  sidd  lot  containing  140  aores 
be  divided  into  two  pieces  or  lots — 90  acres  to  be  put  in  one 
lot  adjoining  the  Simpson  &rm,  so  called,  dear  across  said 
lot.  The  two  last  mentioned  pieces  of  land  to  be  sold  at 
public  vendue,  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  the  interest  to  be 
appropriated  to  help  pay  the  salarjr  of  the  town's  minista^ — 
the  nrincinal  never  to  be  diminished.  7th,  Agreed  that 
if  Mr.  Hebard  settles  in  said  town  as  a  ffospel  mmister,  he 
shall  give  bonds  before  he  is  settled,  that  ne  shall  quit-claim 
tiie  a&ve  mentioned  nieces  of  land  for  the  use  as  aforesud 
except  the  150  acres  described  for  him." 

Mr.  Hebaid  save  his  bonds  for  f  3000  in  all  to  quit-claim 
all  his  right,  tiUe  and  interest  to  tiie  selectmen,  of  the  pieces 
of  land  above  named.  The  ordination  council  were  Bev. 
Eden  Burroughs  of  Hanover,  Bev.  Thomas  Page  of  HebroiL 
Bev.  Samuel  Chever  of  Hartland,  Vt.,  and  Bev.  Edwara 
Evans  of  Enfield.  The  council  met  June  24, 1800^  and 
after  ]^rayer  proceeded  to  examine  tiie  ineliminanes, — 
respecting  the  callof  thedmrch  andtown  to  Mother  Hebaidf 
toother  with  his  answer ;— the  cider  of  the  chiuch;— the 
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pMior  elect,  rdative  to  hk  Christiaii  experience— his  ci^ 
and  intiodaction  to  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministiy — his 
doctrinal  biowledge  and  general  qualifications  for  the  gospel 
flunistry^-^and  having  obtained  comfortable  satisftction  in 
all  these  particulars,  the  council  Toted  unanimously  that 
they  felt  it  Hieir  duty  to  proceed  on  the  morrow,  by  the  leave 
of  Providence,  to  the  ordination  of  the  pastor  elect.  Mr. 
Hebard  was  ordained  June  25y  1800. 

The  confession  of  foith  and  the  covenant  are  very  solemn 
and  evangelical.  ^The  following  is  the  concluding  part  oi 
the  covaiant :  ^'In  our  fellow^p  together  and  in  our  mu- 
tual watch  over  each  other,  we  covenant  most  solemnly  to 
take  the  word  of  Gk)d  and  especially  the  New  Testament  for 
our  directory  and  platform, — so  as  ever  to  observe  and  be 
{governed  by  the  directions  therein  contained,  in  all  our  deal- 

Zwith  each  other ;  and  to  require  that  conduct  of  each 
T  which  this  Word  of  Life  requires,  and  to  condemn  that 
conduct  in  each  other  which  this  Word  of  Life  condenms. 
To  all  which  we  do  most  fully  and  solemnly  bind  ourselves, 
m  a  firm  rdianoe  on  the  grace  of  our  Redeemer,  to  work  in 
us  continually,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good 
pleasure.'' 

In  1601,  the  records  show  about  135  members, — ^probably 
about  one  half  of  them  resident  in  the  easteriy  part  of 
Bridgewater,  which  town  was  then  bounded  by  Hill  (then 
New  Chester,) — the  other  half  were  mostly  residents  of 
New  Hamuton.  The  last  item  recorded  in  the  records  by 
Bev.  Mr.  Hebard,  who  acted  as  derk  as  well  as  pastor,  is  dat* 
ed  Aug.  6, 1816.  Extract  from  the  records  Nov.  13, 1833 : 
^This  day  the  Congregational  church  in  New  Hampton 
met  accoroing  to  previous  agreement  at  the  Meeting-house 
in  Smith's  village,  not  having  met  together  tiU  now  for 
more  than  than  twelve  years,  having  been  scattered  like 
sheep  upon  the  mountains  without  a  shepherd.  In  conse- 
quence of  deaths,  removals  and  union  with  other  churches, 
tiie  church  now  consists  of  only  12  members',  a  part  of  whom 
are  unable  to  be  abroad  by  reason  of  bodily  infirmities. 
The  church  voted  to  renew  covenant.  Anew  confession 
of  foith  and  covenant  having  been  proposed  by  Bev.  Mr. 
Perkins,  was  adopted.  Chose  Bev.  James  W.  Perkins  stat- 
ed clerk.  Three  members  c^  the  church  in  Loudon  were 
i^eceived  by  letter  of  recommendation.  Bev.  Mr.  Scales  of 
Henniker,  Bev.  Mr,  Eni^t  of  New  Chester^  and  Bev.  Mr. 
Saunders  of  Bridgwater  were  present  to  assist  in  the  servi- 
ces. After  ezammation  had,  thirteen  persons  were  received 
into  the  church  by  profession,  after  assenting  to  the  artides 
33 
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of  feith  and  oovenant,  by  vote  of  the  church."  The  last 
entry  in  the  church  records  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Perkms,  was 
made  Aug.  4. 1839. 

Oct.  7, 1842,  at  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational  church  in  the  town  of   New  Hampton,  at  the 
dwelling-house  of  Bufus  G-.  Lewis,  agreeable  to  notice; 
present,  brothers  A.  B.  Sanborn,  Noah  Mason,  B.  G.  Lewis 
and  Timothy  Merrick  of  the  iTew  Hampton  church,  and 
Bev.  Dtoiel  0.  Morton  pastor  of  the  Congre^tional  church, 
and  Chester  Stone  officer  in  the  same  at  Bristol:   "The 
church  of  New  Hampton  having  been  for  a  long  time  depriv- 
ed of  a  pastor  and  occasional  ministerial  labor,  and  being 
desirous  of  the  ^blessing  of  the  Lord'  which  nmketh  rich 
and  addeth  no  sorrow  with  it,  are  anxious  to  devise  some 
plan  calculated  to  give  them  greater  religious   privil^es 
than  they  enjo^  at  present,  by  securing  to  tneir  families  uie 
visits  of  the  mmister  of  God,  and  in  the  community  their 
services  at  lectures,  prayer  meetings  and  at  times  the  public 
service  of  the  Sanctuair.    After  reading  the  Scriptures 
and  uniting  in  a  season  of  prayer  for  direction  in  the  delib- 
erations of  the  meeting,  Bev.  Daniel  0.  Morton  was  chosen 
moderator,  and  B.  Gt,  Lewis,  scribe.    After  consultation 
upon  the    subject   at  some  len^,  it  was  unanimously 
Itesolved,  That  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  desira- 
ble that  the  members  of  the  Congregational  church  in  the 
town  of  New  Hampton  should  umte  themselves  with  some 
of  the  sister  churcnes  in  the  vicinity ;  and  that  we  recom- 
mend this  measure  to  such  of  the  members  as  are  not  pres- 
ent— and  that  such  connections  may  continue  only  until 
such  time  as  the  Providence  of  QoA  may  seem  to  indicate 
that  a  re-union,  and  renewed  establishment  of  church  ordi- 
nances, be  desirable  for  the  promotion  of  His  cause. — 
Besolved,  ftuiher.   That  the   scribe  of  this  meeting  be 
authorized  to  give  letters  to  such  members  as  are  in  ^ood 
standing,  and  are  desirous  of  uniting  with  sister  churdies, 
after  having  first  settled  in  his  own  mind,  by  inquiry  and 
conversation   with    Christian   brethren,  the   applicant   is 
deserving ; — and  that  he  be  authorized  to  do  such  other  actr 
as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  eflfect  the  spirit  of  these 
resolutions,  being  aided   by   consultation  with  Christian 
brethren.''    The  records  of  the  Congregational  church  close 
with  a  list  of  19  members  who  had  received  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  the  church  in  Bristol,  May  4, 1842,  and  of  one 
other  member  to  the  same  churchy  May  6, 1843. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  in  New  Hampton  was  located 
the  Feznale  Seminary  of  the  Calvinistic  Baptists,  a  school 
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of  great  infliience^  and  commanding  an  extensive  patronage 
fer  very^  many  years.  The  Theological  Institute  of  the  same 
denomination  was  also  located  in  New  Hampton.  These 
seminaries  are  now  transferred  to  Fair&x,  V t.  In  1854  the 
Freewill  Baptists  came  into  possession  of  the  premises  and 
now  have  a  nourishing  school. 


SANBORNTON. 

Rer.  Jamss  Bovywxll. 

The  Congrc^tional  church  here  was  oi^nized^  consisting 
of  seven  mem&rs,  in  1771,  and  Bev.  Joseph  Woodman  was 
ordained  its  pastor.  Nov.  13  of  the  same  year.  This  was  at 
a  very  early  perioa  in  the  settlement  of  the^  town ;  before 
tiiere  was  a  Meeting-house,  or  even  a  school-house  in  which 
meetings  could  be  held  for  public  worship ;  and  the  ordina- 
tion services  of  Mr.  Woodman  were  performed  in  a  private 
dwelling-house,  Mr.  Woodman's  pastoral  relation  to  iJie 
church  continued  thirty  five  years ;  though  for  two  or  three 
of  the  last  years  he  was  taken  from  his  mbors  by  ill  health. 
He  was  dismissed  Nov.  13, 1806.  A  spirit  of  unanimity  and 
harmony  prevailed  in  the  church  and  society  during  his  min- 
istry ;  but  no  special  revival  of  religion  was  experienced,  and 
the  church  continued  smalL  Noftiing  specuuly  trying  oc- 
curred during  this  period  till  toward  its  close,  when  Baptist 
preachers  came  in,  led  away  many,  and  soon  built  up  a  ^ur- 
ishing  Baptist  church  and  society.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  Mr.  Woodman,  and  many  others.  He  lived  a  year  or  two 
after  his  dismission,  and  died  at  the  age  of  66  years. 

His  successor.  Bev.  Abraham  Bodwell,  was  ordained  pas- 
tor of  the  churcn  Nov.  13, 1806.  At  the  commencement  of 
Mr.  Bodwell's  ministry  the  church  consisted  of  46  members, 
18  males,  and  28  females.  During  his  ministry  307  were 
added  to  the  church,  75  were  dismissed,  119  were  removed 
by  death,  and  5  were  excluded,  leaving  154.  The  number 
of  baptisms  during  the  same  period  was  484,  a  small  propor- 
tion of  which  were  adult.  During  the  first  ten  years  there  is 
nothing  specially  interesting  to  record ;  no  general  revival ; 
about  30  were  added  to  the  church,  mostly  by  profession. 
But  the  year  1816  was  a  season  long  to  be  remembered  hr 
the  Congregational  church  and  society  in  Sanbomton.  ft 
^  a  time  of  refireshing  fix)m  the  presence  of  the  Lord. — 
A  ^neral  and  powerM  revival  of  relision  was  experienced, 
which  came  "  not  with  observation."    No  new  measures  had 
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been  adopted,  no  extra  means  had  been  used.  At  the  veiy 
first  it  could  oe  said,  ^^  Sorely  the  Lord  is  in  this  plac^ ;  and 
I  knew  it  not/'  Almost  the  first  appearance  of  it  seemed 
to  be,  that  some  were  rejoicing  in  hope,  and  others  inquir- 
ing what  they  should  do  to  be  saved.  In  this  way  the  work 
was  carried  forward,  with  stillness,  solemnity  and  power. — 
No  help  fix)m  abroad  except  a  Deacon  Clough  fix)m  Canter- 
bury, who,  hearing  of  the  revival,  of  his  own  accord  came  and 
spent  several  weeks  in  the  place,  going  about  fit>m  house  to 
house,  admonishing  sinners,  and  exhorting  them  to  fiee  firom 
the  wrath  to  come.  His  time  and  labor  were  not  spent  in 
vain.  As  a  fruit  of  this  revival,  one  hundred,  or  a  little 
more,  were  added  to  the  church.  These  were  or  almost  ev- 
ery age,  from  twelve  to  more  than  fifty  years.  The  greater 
part  of  them  continued  to  exhibit  satisfactory  evidence  of  a 
real  work  of  grace,  wrought  in  their  hearts.  Some  few  in 
the  hour  of  trial  and  temptation  fell  awav.  After  this, 
several  smaller  revivals  were  experienced,  which  took  place 
in  and  between  the  years  1825  and  1838.  The  hopeftd  con- 
versions in  these  seasons  of  refreshing  amounted  to  about 
ninety.  Some  of  these  revivals  were  connected  with  pro- 
tracted meetings,  which  afford  evidence  that  such  meetrngs 
resulted  in  some  benefit.  But  in  most  cases  here,  they  1^ 
the  church  in  a  very  undesirable  state.  And  from  the  last 
date,  1838,  to  the  close  of  this  ministry.  1852,  l^ere  were  no 
revivals,  and  but  few  additions  to  the  cnurch. 

In  consequence  of  feeble  health  and  increasing  ace,  Bev. 
Mr.  Bodweu  requested  in  1851  to  be  dismissed  fix)m  his  pas- 
toral charge,  but  the  church  did  not  grant  his  request.  In 
the  spring  of  1852,  however,  this  request  was  renewed,  and 
the  church  having  invited  Bev.  James  Boutwell  to  become 
their  pastor,  the  Kev.  Mr.  Bodwell  was  dismissed  June  24, 
1852,  Dy  the  same  council  that  installed  Mr.  Boutwell. 

It  is  worthy  of  record,  that  at  the  close  of  his  ministnr  of 
almost  46  years,  Mr.  Bodwell  retained  the  confidence  ana  af- 
fection of  his  people  undiminished.  The  change  of  pastors 
was  effected  with  perfect  harmony,  and  ajoart  of  his  annual 
support  is  still  continued  to  Mr.  Bodwell.    Soon  after  the 

E resent  pastor's  settlement  a  season  of  unusuid  religious 
iterest  occurred.  The  number  added  to  the  church  since 
June,  1852^  is  14 — and  the  whole  number  of  members  is  144. 
The  followm^  persons  have  held  the  office  of  deacon  in  this 
church :  Benjamin  Darling,  Nathaniel  Tilton,  Samuel  Lane, 
Benjamin  Plulbrook,  Simeon  Moulton,  Joseph  Sanborn,  Mo- 
ses Emery,  John  S.  Lane,  Richard  Lane,  James  B.  Abbott, 
M.D.,  and  A.  Bodwell  Saoibom. 
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ALEXANDRIA. 

This  town  was  granted  in  1767,  settled  in  1769  and  incor- 

? orated  in  1782.  It  had  707  inhabitants  in  1820  ;  in  1850, 
273.  A  church  was  formed  here  about  1788,  and  Rev. 
Enoch  Whipple  was  settled  the  same  year,  and  remained 
until  1794.    This  church  became  extinct. 

A  Congregational  church  was  oi^nized  here  in  1823  of 
seven  members^  and  in  1831  it  had  5S  members.  The  church 
has  had  preaching  onl^  a  small  part  of  the  time — how  much 
carmot  be  ftdlv  ascertained.  In  1837  Rev.  Mr.  Holt  preached 
here  one  half  the  time,  in  1839  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  labored 
one  half  the  time  among  them.  In  1841  the  church  was 
broken  up  by  the  members  taking  letters  to  join  other 
churches. 


BATH. 

R«T.  Tromai  Bovtsllx. 

The  first  church  formed  in  Bath  was  in  1778,  on  the 
Presbyterian  platform.  Several  of  the  first  settlers  were 
firom  the  southeast  part  of  the  State,  and  their  minister  was 
a  Presbyterian.  After  the  Revolutionary  war,  several  prom- 
inent individuals  came  in  and  settled  buere.  tiom  Masaftcbu- 
setts  and  Connecticut,  who  were  of  the  ruritan  stamp. — 
The  Presbyterian  church  was  therefore  dissolve,  and  in 
1791  a  Con^^ati(mal  church  was  organized .  in  its  stead, 
consisting  oi  19  members.  The  first  oi^nization  of  tbe 
town  by  the  choice  of  officers,  &c.,  was  in  1784  Previous 
to  this  the  business  had  been  done  by  the  proprietors.  In 
October  of  this  year  the  town  gave  a  call  to  Rev.  Ebenesoer 
Cleaveland  to  settle  with  them  m  the  ministry,  offejing  him 
"a  salary  of  220  bushels  of  wheat  per  year.''  A  few  months 
after,  they  voted  "to  give  him  forty  pounds  as  a  fiirther 
encouragem^t  to  his  settlement;''  also  "forty  pounds  for 
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building  him  a  dwelling-house,  to  be  paid  in  labor  and 
building  materiak/'  This  call  was  declined.  In  1790,  an 
invitation  was  extended  b^  the  town  to  Bev.  Enos  Bliss  to 
settle  with  them  in  the  ministry — they  voting  "to  give  him 
an  hundred  acres  of  land,  the  clearing,  sowing  and  har- 
vesting ten  acres  yearlv  for  ten  years  to  come,  and  after  that 
to  furnish  him  with  a  hired  man  so  long  as  he  continues  as 
minister  of  the  town/'  At  an  adjoumra  meeting  they  voted 
"to  give  him  fifty  poimds  for  the  first  year,  then  to  advance 
five  pounds  yearly  till  it  amoimts  to  seventy  pounds ; "  also, 
"to  procure  one  right  of  land  (the  number  of  grantees  under 
the  charter  was  100)  to  be  made  secure  to  him  and  his 
heirs/'  Notwithstanding  the  liberal  provision  thus  made 
for  his  support,  he  did  not  accept  of  the  call. 

A  good  man  of  the  name-of  Estabrooks,  with  a  large  fiun- 
ilj,  sat  down  on  a  piece  of  land  in  town  at  one  time  with  a 
view  to  fistrming,  and  to  receive  what  the  people  might  be 
pleased  to  give  him  for  preaching.  Pressed  down  by  sick- 
ness and  poverty,  he  only  survived  two  or  three  years.  Till 
the  year  1803,  a  shanty-like  building  was  the  only  place 
of  woi^hip — meetings  bein^  held  in  bams  and  dweuinff- 
houses.  In  that  year  the  inhabitants,  numbering  about  90O, 
who  were  generally  agreed  in  their  preference  for  Congre- 
gati(mal  worship,  concluded  to  buUd  a  large  Meeting-house ; 
which  was  finished  in  two  years  at  the  cost  of  930(X),  raised 
by  the  sale  of  pews. 

In  January  of  1804,  David  Sutherland,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, educated  for  the  ministry  in  the  Scottish  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Con^gational  Seminary,  (over  which,  subsequentiy. 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Balph  Wardlaw  presided,)  wno  had 
crossed  the  Atlantic  the  preceding  year,  with  a  view  to 
laboring  among  the  Scotch  settlers  m  Bamet  and  By^te, 
Yt.,  was  invited  to  spend  a  Sabbath  in  Bath.  In  the  course 
of  the  year  he  spent  several  Sabbaths.  In  the  banning  of 
1805  he  received  a  call  from  the  church,  to  the  pastoral 
office,  and,  according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  those  times, 
from  the  town,  to  settle  as  town  minister,  on  a  salary  ot 
f  400,  to  be  assessed  on  the  voters  in  town,  exempting,  <rf 
course,  such  as  chose  to  lodge  their  names  in  the  town  clerk's 
office  as  dissenters.  Neither  was  coercion  allowed  by  the 
pastor  in  the  case  of  those  whose  names  were  on  the  tax 
bills.  This  connection  continued  thirty  years^  during  which 
time  several  very  precious  and  extensive  revivals  occurred, 
which  brought  laige  accessions  to  the  church,  which  at  the 
pastor's  settlement  consisted  of  30  members  ^  altiioug^,  by 
reason  of  deaths,  removals  and  excommumcations,  at  no 
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time  much  exceeded  200.    But  the  pastor  had  reason  to 
.  believe,  from  what  he  witnessed  on  death-beds,  that  many 
had  become  converts  to  the  grace  of  God,  who  never  came 
into  the  church. 

In  the  ^ear  1835  the  mhabitants  g£  the  two  villages,  and 
others,  living  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  built  a  Meeting- 
house in  the  lower  village,  which  occasioned  a  division  m 
town  and  church.  A  church  was  organized  in  the  old  Meet- 
ing-house and  in  the  new,  the  pastor  retaining  his  connec- 
tion with  the  worshipers  in  the  new.  The  worshipers  in  the 
old  Meeting-house  called  and  settled  Peter  Nicols,  who  lost 
his  health  soon  after  his  ordination,  and  died  of  a  lingering 
consumption.  During  his  sickness,  Joseph  Marsh  was  em- 
ployed as  '^stated  supply,'^  whose  services  continued  about 
two  years — after  which  the  old  Meeting- house  was  abandon- 
ed, and  the  people  began  to  turn  theur  fiaces  towards  the 
village  churcn.  In  1843  the  pastor  resigned  his  office,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Bev.  Edwara.  Gleavelimd  whose  services 
continued  seven  years — under  whose  ministrv  llie  churches 
became  united.  He  was  succeeded  in  1850  by  the  present 
incumbent,  Bev.  Thomas  Boutelle.  Four  members  of  this 
church  have  gone  into  the  miniBtry — ^Amasa  Buck,  James 
T.  Woodbury,  Enoch  N.  Bartlett,  and  Edwaid  Kimball.— 
Stephen  Bartlett,  a  most  promising  young  man,  with  his 
heart  Ailly  set  on  the  ministry,  was  cut  off  in  the  midst  of 
his  college  life,  by  death.  Michael  Sargent,  during  his  col- 
lie course,  had  the  ministry  in  view,  but,  after  graduation, 
studied  Law.  The  following  sentence  occurs  m  the  last 
letter  he  wrote  to  his  former  pastor:  ^^I  abandoned  my 
purpose  of  studying  divinity,  and  studied  law,  by  which  I 
have  filled  my  purse,  but  wounded  my  conscience.''  He  was 
found  dead  soon  after  in  his  bed,  one  morning,  without  any 
known  cause.  About  one-third  of  the  population  belong  to 
this  parish.    There  is  a  Methodist  society  in  the  southeast 

Birt  of  the  town — some,  in  the  northeast  part  go  to  the 
ethodist  meeting  in  Lisbon.  One-fourth  of  the  papulation 
live  on  the  Connecticut  river,  and  are  separated  uom  the 
rest  of  the  inhabitants  by  a  mountain  runtiing  the  whole 
length  of  the  town.  Of  these,  some  go  to  the  CouOTegation- 
al  society  in  Bamet,  Vt.,  and  still  more  to  Wdls  Eiver,  Vt. 
The  average  attendance  probably  does  not  exceed  400, — on 
very  pleasant  Sabbaths,  perhaps,  500 — a  less  number  than 
attended  on  ^^&ther  Sutherland's"  preaching  alone,  he 
says,  thirty  or  forty  years  ago ! 

BsviVALS. — An  interesting  one  took  place  in  1811,  imme- 
diately after  the  prevalence  of  the  spotted  fever  in  the  town, 
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t(  the  subjects  of  which  aboat  30  tmited  with  the  dioroh. — 
A  still  more  memoral^  one  commenced  in  S^tember,  1820. 
find  extended  into  the  fore  part  of  1821.  On  the  secxmd 
Sabbath  in  September^  three  men  became  de^ly  imprened 
with  their  lost  and  perishing  condition  as  sinners.  During 
the  following  week,  their  wives  and  several  others  were  aw»* 
kened.  The  sood  work  spread  rapidly^  and  soon  became 
general  throu^out  the  town.  The  salvation  of  the  sord  was 
now  the  all-engrossii^  subject  among  all  classes.  As  results 
of  this  great  and  glonous  work^  105  individuals,  in  the  oourse 
of  the  next  nine  months,  umted  with  the  Congr^tional 
church :  and  a  considerable  number  also  joined  tne  Metho> 
dists.  In  1827-8  another  gracious  season  was  enjoved,  whidi 
broTight  30  into  the  church.  Another  similar  work  occurred 
in  1831 ;  during  this  year  38  were  added  to  the  church. — 
The  last  extensive  revival  in  this  town  was  in  the  wint^ 
and  spring  of  1851.  About  60  were  numbered  among  the 
subjects  of  the  work.  The  first  Sabbath  in  May  of  that  vear 
was  a  memorable  one ;  when  44  individuals^  nearly  all  of 
them  adults,  and  many  of  them  heads  of  fanulies,  came  out 
and  publicly  covenanted  to  be  the  Lord's ;  and  more  thaa 
half  of  them  received  the  ordinance  of  baptism.  Several 
others  subsequently  united  with  the  church.  Other  seasons 
of  unusual  religious  interest  have  been  enjoyed,  but  those 
were  the  most  memorable. 


BETHJiEHEM. 

ReT.  Thomas  Hall. 

Incorporated  Dec.  27, 1799.  Of  the  early  settlers  oi  this 
town  but  little  is  definitely  known.  So  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, few  only  of  them  were  pious.  They  are  supposed  to 
have  lieen  industrious,  enterprisme  and  moral  persons.  They 
are  regarded  as  having  been  friends  to  the  Sabbath,  the  gos- 
pel and  its  institutions.  It  is  not  known  that  any  acticm 
was  ever  taken  bv  the  town  at  any  of  its  meetings,  for  the 
introduction  and  the  establishment  of  the  ^pel  in  the 
place.  From  the  settlement  of  the  town  until  1802  there 
was  no  stated  preaching.  The  people  were  occasionally  sup- 
plied by  missionaries  fe)m  various  places.  From  the  time 
of  the  organization  of  the  church  Oct.  1802,  until  the  labors 
of  the  first  pastor  were  conmienced,  the  people  enjoyed  more 
preaching  tnan  they  did  before  the  ^staUishment  of  the 
church.    Though  many  missionaries  and  pastors  in  the  neigh- 
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boibood  laboied  in  this  field,  yet  no  one  is  known  to  hare 
labored  for  tiie  tenn  of  one  year.  Usually  tiie  time  of  labor 
was  short.  The  church  at  its  constitution  contained  13 
members.  Since  1829  this  church  has  had  three  pastors. 
Bev.  William  Hutchinson  was  ordained  Jan.  27, 1830,  and 
dismissed  Jan.  12, 183a 

Bev.  Edmund  Burt  was  ordained  over  this  church  at  Fran-* 
oomAy  Jan.  13, 1841 — dismissed  Aug.  20, 1845.  Bev.  Daniel 
McCknnin^  was  ordained  over  this  churai  April  28, 18^ — 
dismissed  Aug.  15, 1854.  The  terms  of  settlement  were 
that  the  first  pastor  should  preach  one  half  of  the  time  to 
this  diurch,  and  the  other  half  to  the  church  in  Whitefield 
over  which  he  was  ordained  at  the  above  date.  The  other 
two  were  to  preach  half  of  the  time  here,  and  the  other  half 
at  Franconia.  The  first  pastor  was  settled  on  a  salary  ci 
$  300,  the  other  two  on  a  salary  of  9  340.  A  part  of  the 
salary  of  each  ^tor  has  been  paid  by  the  New  Hampshire 
Missionary  Society.  Between  the  oismission  c^  the  first 
and  the  settl^n^t  of  the  second  pastor,  the  Bev.  Charles 
W.  Bichardson  supplied  this  church  and  that  at  Franconia 
for  five  years.  Bev.  Mr.  Esty  supplied  this  church  for  £ve 
years  or  more  between  the  dismission  of  the  second  and  the 
settlement  oi  the  third  pastor. 

Bev.  Thomas  Hall,  their  present  minister,  commenced  his 
ministrations  to  these  churcnes  the  10th  of  December  1854. 
The  dismission  of  each  pastor  was  the  result  of  his  own 
reqnest.  Each  left  his  field  of  labor  in  the  confidence  and 
afiection  of  the  people.  Harmony  marked  the  union  to  the 
last.  The  three  pastors  are  stiU  remembered  by  the  churdi 
aiMl  peoide  with  warm  affection.  The  result  of  these  dis« 
missions  was  sadness,  depression  and  discouragement,  but 
not  despair  in  r^ard  to  the  future.  The  church  became 
more  earnest  in  praver  to  Gk)d,  that  he  would  speedily  send 
them  another  fiuthral,  spiritual  guide  :  and  that  he  would 
graciously  open  their  h^rts  to  more  liberal  efforts  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  gospeL  There  has  never  been  in  the 
ohurch  anything  like  a  schism,  unless  division  in  regard  to 
the  application  of  the  rules  of  discipline  be  regarded  as  one. 
In  this  the  church  as  a  body  has  stood  firmly  and  harmoni- 
ously  together.  This  church  has  never  had  a  parsonage  or 
any  fimds  for  the  support  of  the  gospeL  There  has  been 
for  years  more  or  less  of  contributions  in  behalf  of  the 
A.  B.  0.  F.  Missions,  and  for  the  N.  H.  D.  M.  Society ; 
and  occasioaally  for  oth^  benevolent  objects.  The  average 
attendance  on  the  worriiip  of  God  at  two  places— the  Fre^ 
will  Baptist  and  at  the  C(mgr^;atic«ial  house — ^is  estimated 
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at  one  hnndred  each.  This  is  abont  one-fifiih  of  the  popu* 
lation.  The  whole  nnmber  of  members  from  the  organisa* 
tion  of  the  church  up  to  the  present  time  is  104^  aa  gathered 
from  the  records  of  the  body — present  number  of  members 
57.  Infant  baptisms  recorded.  67.  It  is  not  known  that 
any  individual  ftom  this  town  has  ever  altered  the  ministry 
of  any  denomination.  There  has  been  but  one  revival  ol 
very  extensive  power — this  occurred  in  1828.  As  the  fruits 
of  that  revival  twenty  four  were  added  to  this  church,  and  a 
number  to  the  Methodist  church.  There  have  been  several 
other  seasons  of  refreshing,  as  the  result  of  which  more  or 
less  were  brought  into  the  church.  The  activity  of  the 
church  and  the  degree  of  open  wickedness  in  society  com- 
pared with  forty  years  ago,  it  would  be  difficult  trulv  to  deter- 
mine. Ghurcn  members  now  perform  a  ^^t  deal  more 
labor  than  was  performed  forty  years  ago.  The  age  in  which 
Christians  live  now  is  entirely  different  from  what  it  was 
then,  as  to  the  amount  of  labor  required,  and  the  activity 
demanded.  While  it  is  evident  that  the  present  members 
of  the  church  are  more  active,  and  are  domg  more  for  the 
extension  of  Christ's  kingdom,  than  were  those  on  the  stage 
forty  years  ago,  yet  it  nmy  not  be  questioned  that  the  pie^ 
of  the  first  was  as  intelligent  and  stead&st  as  is  that  of  the 
present  da;^.  The  Sabbath  and  the  sanctuary  are  not  now 
regarded  with  as  much  reverence  and  interest  as  in  former 
days.  As  to  open  wickedness  in  society  at  the  present  time 
compared  with  that  forty  years  ago,  the  writer  is  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  there  is  more  now  than  then.  There  is  more 
Sabbath  breaking,  n^lect  of  the  worship  of  God,  more  pro- 
fanity, more  fraud  and  deception,  more  open  dishonestv,  more 
direct  hostility  to  the  Christian  religion.  Still,  our  hope  is 
in  God. 


BRIDGEWATEE. 

About  the  year  1790  there  was  a  Congregational  church 
orcanized  in  Bridsewater,  by  Bev.  Mr.  Page  of  Hebron,  and 
others,  as  a  branch  of  Hebron  church.  At  this  time  there 
was  no  other  church  in  town ;  all  were  of  one  mind  and  one 
heart.  Previous  to  this,  a  number  of  substantial  men  had 
moved  into  town,  from  the  lower  part  of  New  Hampshire 
and  from  Beading,  Ms.  Mr.  Page,  at  this  time,  was  preach- 
ing in  Hebron.  He  used  to  come  and  preacn  in  Deacon 
Boardman's  bam.  ^^  Father  Chapin"  and  others  used  to  come 
and  preach.    About  the  year  1802^  they  began  to  build  a 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


BRISTOL.  515 

Meeting-bouse — a  two  story,  old  fesliioned  lionse.  It  was  fin- 
ished in  1806.  About  tbe  year  1798,  Dea.  Joshua  Fletcher 
of  Plymouth,  N.  H.,  moved  into  town  near  to  the  Meeting- 
house. He  preached  till  1822.  In  1825,  Bev.  Charles  Bowles 
was  ordained  and  engaged  for  five  years.  He  preached  three 
and  a  half  years,  and  was  dismissed  by  a  coimcil.  At  this 
time  there  were  38  church  members,  and  there  had  been,  up 
to  this  time,  20  children  baptized.  From  this  time  the 
church  and  society  have  continued  to  hire  preaching,  more 
or  less,  up  to  the  year  1850.  Since  Mr.  Bowles  lert,  some 
members  have  died — some  have  moved  out  of  town — some 
have  united  with  Plymouth  and  Bristol  churches,  so  that 
now  the  Congr^ational  church  in  Bridgewater  is  almost  ex- 
tinct. The  Meeting-house  is  out  of  repair,  and  is  owned  by 
four  denominations.  The  Methodists  and  Freewill  Baptists 
occupy  the  Meeting-house  in  the  summer  season.  Two 
Freewill  Baptist  churches  embrace  78  members. 


BRISTOL.* 

Rer.  JotxPH  Oaelahd. 

The  Congregational  church  was  organized  Nov.  15,  1826. 
Clergymen  present,, Rev.  Jonathan  Ward,  Rev.  Andrew  Ran- 
kin, and  Rev.  S.  Arnold.  The  N.  H.  Missionary  Society  had 
made  some  expenditures  on  this  field  before  Mr.  Arnold  oc- 
cupied it.  The  records  do  not  say  when  Mr.  Arnold  com- 
menced his  labors,  but  show  that  he  was  with  this  church 
aiul  people  till  May,  1828.  Rev.  Job  Cushman  succeeded 
Mr.  Arnold,  and  continued  till  August,  1829.  At  a  church 
meeting  a  vote  was  passed  declaring  unanimously  that  his 
labors  had  been  highly  accej>table  to  the  church  and  people, 
and  that  his  clerical  and  private  deportment  had  been  such 
as  to  procure  for  him  general  respect,  esteem  and  confi- 
dence. August,  1829,  application  was  made  to  the  N.  H. 
Misdonanr  Society  for  assistance  to  aid  in  payment  of  Mr. 
Cushman  s  services,  but  without  success,  (probably  owiM  to 
informality.)  Mr.  Cushman  was  succemed  by  Rev.  John 
S.  Winter,  who  continued  his  ministrations  till  March,  1837. 
In  May,  1837,  Rev.  Mr.  Wellman  was  the  minister.  Rev. 
Joel  Wright  was  the  pastor  in  June,  1841. 

March  1, 1842,  at  a  regular  church  meeting,  the  Rev.  Dan- 
iel 0.  Morton  was  unanimously  invited  to  b^me  the  pastor 

•  Sketches  of  Briitol|  Bridgewmter,  and  New  Hampton,— by  Rer.  J.  Garland  and  a 
conunittee. 
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€£  the  Congregational  diurch  in  Biutol^  and  Mr.  MorkNi 
continued  we  minister  of  the  chmoh  and  Congregational 
society  till  March  25^  1852.  ^  day  he  died  and  entered  into 
the  rest  of  Heaven.  In  June,  1852,  Bev.  Joseph  Gku-land 
was  engaged  and  continues  to  be  the  minister  of  this  church 
and  society.  The  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Thompson  of  Concord^ 
N.  H.  gave  in  his  will,  to  the  town  of  Bristol,  three  lota  ai 
land  towards  building  a  IMteeting-house  for  the  Con^regi^ 
tional  society'  in  Bristol — the  house  to  be  built  withm  six 
years  after  his  decease,  and  the  house  to  be  of  the  sanie  sise 
of  the  one  in  Franklin.  The  town  refused  at  first  to  accept 
the  legacy,  until  individuals  gave  a  bond  to  save  the  town 
harmless.  The  house  cost  9 1800.  The  lands  sold  fori  1200, 
and  the  deficiency  was  met  partly  from  the  sales  of  pews,  and 
partly  by  subscriptions  firom  individuals.  Funds  about  9  800. 
Collections  fcnr  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions,  and  to  build 
churches  at  the  West,  from  April  2, 1852,  to  Jan.  1, 1855, 
f  203.87.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  three  persons  have  been 
received  to  the  church  by  letter  and  profession.  Members 
of  the  church,  76.  Freewill  Baptist  church,  43.  There  is  a 
Methodist  church  and  society  in  Bristol  viOaee,  with  a  veir 
good  chapel  and  constant  preaching,  and  cuso  a  Freewill 
JBaptist  society,  who  have  a  new  Meeting-house  and  stated 
preaching. 

An  incident  during  Mr.  Arnold's  ministry  may  well  claim 
a  place  in  the  memory  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  town  at 
least.  Of  930  given  to  a  benevolrat  object,  920  were  given 
by  a  young  lady  who  had  experienced  rel^on,  and  who  re- 
marked, "I  have  taken  more  satisfiaiction  in  earning  this 
money  than  I  did  in  spending  aU  my  wages  till  I  enteved 
my  23d  year." 

Mr.  Miorton  was  a  man  of  a  heavenly  spirit.  He  was  use- 
ful in  Shoreham  and  Sprin^eld,  Vt.,  many  years.  In  1831 
the  compiler  of  these  histones  was  among  the  careless  young 
men  in  Middlebury  coU^,  and  Mr.  Morton  was  there  often 
during  the  season  of  revival  in  college  that  year.  At  a 
aolemn  meeting  in  the  college  chapel  he  preached  from  the 
words,  "  Wilt  tnou  not  from  this  time  cry  unto  me.  My  Fa- 
ther, thou  art  the  Guide  of  my  youth?"  During  that  night, 
by  tne  influence  of  that  discourse  and  of  fiuthiul  personal 
labor  of  a  fellow  student,  the  writer  believes  and  thanks  God 
for  the  hope  that  he  was  enabled  to  cry  acceptablv — "  My  Fa- 
ther, thou  lurt  the  Guide  of  my  youth."  The  kindly  tones  and 
winning  smile  of  the  preacher  seemed  irresistible — ^but  Gol 
was  there. 
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CAMPTON. 

Rev*  Chaklis  Shbdd. 

Campton  was  so  called  from  the  camp  which  the  propri- 
etors erected  when  they  surveyed  the  town.  It  began  to  be 
settled  in  1767  ;  the  first  town  meeting  was  Nov.  30, 1771. 
Many  of  the  settlers  were  Christians^  who  ascribed  their  con- 
version to  the  preaching  of  Whitefield,  and  were  accustomed 
to  hold  relidous  meetings  on  the  Saboath,  especially  those 
who  came  fiom  Newbury,  Ms.  and  its  vicinity.  Others  who 
came  from  Connecticut,  are  said  to  have  bneen  favorable  to 
the  half  w^  covenant  and  to  have  cherished  Arminian  sen- 
timents. The  church  was  formed  in  1774,  but  it  was  not 
till  1807  that  a  strictly  orthodox  creed  was  adopted.  No 
records  of  the  church  to  the  year  1800  exist. 

Dr.  Emmons  was  the  first  candidate  for  settlement,  and, 
for  a  time,  the  probability  was  strong  that  he  would  remain 
here,  but  Providence  ordered  otherwise.  After  the  town  had, 
in  May  1774,  raised  a  salary  and  £  105  worth  of  labor  which 
was  to  be  given  the  minister  whoever  might  settle  among 
them,  on  the  29th  of  August  we  find  amon^  other  votes  the 
following :  ^^  Whereas  we  agree,  that  the  mmisterial  office  is 
of  Divine  institution,  for  the  edifying  and  guiding  of  his 
church,  and  to  continue  to  the  end  of  tne  wond ;  and  they 
who  are  called  to  this  office  ought  to  be  endowed  with  com- 

gtait  learning^  ministerial  gifts,  as  also  with  the  grace  ci 
>d,  sound  in  judgment,  "  not  a  novice"  in  the  faith  and 
knowledge  of  ttte  gospel ;  without  scandal,  of  a  holy  conver- 
sation, and  such  as  devote  themselves  to  the  work  and  serviee 
thereof :  being  thus  agreed  in  the  internal  qualifications  and 
outward  acquirements  of  Mr.  Selden  Church  ;  we  hereby 
vote  and  call  him  to  the  pastoral  charge  and  care  of  this  town 
and  congregation,  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  in  the  faith  and 
'  order  of  the  gospel"  Then  follows  Mr.  Church's  letter  of  ac- 
ceptance, which  was  read  at  the  same  meeting.  The  town  then 
proceed,  "  Whereas,  we  have  heard  the  answer  of  Mr.  Churdi^ 
and  it  appears  that  he  is  willing  to  settle  with  us  in  the  work 
of  the  mmistry  ;  we  therefore  vote  and  settle  the  sums  of 
settlement  and  salary  that  were  voted  at  a  legal  meeting, 
May  26, 1774,  and  accordingly  establish  the  same  for  use 
and  service  so  Ions  as  he  diall  continue  to  be  our  minister. 
At  this  meeting  the  times  of  annual  payment  were  fixed  ; 
fdso,  the  drawing  of  30  cords  o(  wood  each  year,  was  agreed 
to,  as  im  additional  benefit.  This  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
Oet.  10^  1774,  at  which  time  it  was  voted  to  make  ageneiai 
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entertainment  free  of  cost  on  the  occasion  of  the  ordination  ; 
and  after  choosing  a  committee  of  arrangements,  yoted,  that 
the  mm  and  sweetening  necessarily  expended  for  the  ordina- 
tion, shall  be  provided  at  the  town's  expense,  and  be  equal- 
ed on  the  levy,  and  collected  by  a  rate  in  money  as  soon 
as  may  be."  Mr.  Church  was  ordained  in  October,  the  day 
,  not  being  recorded. 

Having  now  obtained  a  minister,  the  next  thing  that  ooca- 
pied  the  town's  attention  was  a  Meeting-house.  Only  some 
preliminary  steps  were  taken,  when  the  war  of  the  devolu- 
tion came  on  and  all  effort  was  suspended.  Aug.  30,  1779, 
it  was  voted  to  purchase  the  dwelling-house  of  Joseph  Pul- 
sifer,  and  fit  it  up.  for  the  use  of  the  town.  In  .1791  this 
house  was  moved  to  a  more  convenient  spot  near  the  Pemi- 
gewasset  river.  Mr.  Church's  ministiy  in  this  place  contin- 
ued about  eighteen  years.  He  was  dismissed  m  1791,  but 
still  remained  in  the  place.  At  a  meeting  of  the  town  Oct. 
13, 1792,  it  was  voted  to  give  him  a  new  call  for  settlement, 
but  this  vote  was  never  carried  into  effect.  This  was  the 
last  effort  on  the  part  of  the  town  to  settle  a  minister.  Mr. 
Church  has  always  been  spoken  of  as  a  good  and  useful 
minister  ;  and  near  the  close  of  his  labors  here  he  had  the 
satisfaction  of  witnessing  several  cases  of  hopeftd  conversion. 
This  revival  was  an  important  crisis  in  the  history  of  the 
church,  as  it  now  be^n  to  rouse  itself  firom  the  deadness  of 
the  old  Arminian  &ith.  From  1791  to  1800,  the  church 
and  town  had  no  settled  minister,  and  only  occasional  sup- 

1)lies  ;  but  meetings,  conducted  by  the  deacons,  were  regu- 
arly  and  fully  attended  on  the  Sabbath.  In  1799  there 
were  a  number  of  hopeful  conversions.  Dea.  Evans  of 
Hebron,  a  devoted  Christian,  occasionally  came  and  visited 
&om  house  to  house,  and  assisted  in  conducting  the  meet- 
ings. 

In  1800  Rev.  Pelatiah  Chapin  was  invited  to  preach.  He 
refused  to  be  installed  as  pastor,  saying,  that  he  was  like  his 
horse  which  would  certainly  break  loose  if  he  were  tied,  but 
would  stand  untied  any  length  of  time.  This  expression 
may  be  regarded  as  characteristic  of  the  man.  He  could 
preach  ably  and  talk  strangely.  In  1805  he  avowed  the  sen- 
timents of  the  close  communion  Baptists,  and  formed  a 
church  of  that  order  to  which  he  preached  more  or  less  for 
several  years.  This  was  the  only  proper  schism  that  has 
ever  occurred  in  this  church.  Beveral  important  members 
went  with  him,  and  much  bitterness  was  engendered.  Mr. 
Chapin  possessed  some  excellent  traits  of  character  with 
some  that  were  les^  desirable.    He  was  an  earnest  preacher 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


CAMPTON.  519 

and  a  zealous  partisan.  His  ministiy  was  not  aooompanied 
largely  by  tihie  influences  of  the  Spirit.  Mr.  Chimin  was  the 
first  to  occupy  the  east  Generational  Meeting-house^  which 
was  raised  in  1799  and  finisned  in  1802. 

The  next  minister  was  Bev.  Daniel  Stamford,  who  was 
^nployed  as  a  stated  supply  for  one  yesi^  commencing  in 
the  fitU  of  1806.  It  was  aunng  his  ministi^  that  the  church 
adopted  a  new  creed  and  covenant,  which  with  some  abridge- 
ment have  continued  ever  since.  From  1807  to  1810  the 
church  was  again  without  the  preached  gospel,  but  did  not 
ML  to  hold  meetings  on  the  Sabbath.  During  this  and 
other  intervals,  the  ordinances  of  baptism  and  the  supj)er 
were  admimstered  occasionallv  by  some  neighboring  minis- 
ter. In  1810  Dr.  Kitridge,  formerly  a  physician,  supplied 
^  one  year.  In  February  1812,  Rev.  John  Webber  was  in- 
stalled, and  was  dismissed  March  23, 1815.  A  large  propor- 
tion of  Mr.  Webber's  preaching  pertained  to  the  Abrahunic 
covenant,  accompanied  with  severe  thrusts  at  the  close  com- 
munion system.  He  is  thought  to  have  been  decidedly  an 
Arminian.  He  was  charged  with  many  imprudenoes,  and 
his  course  was  fitted  to  render  him  unpopular  as  a  minister. 

During  the  summer  after  Mr.  Webber's  dismission,  indi- 
cations of  a  work  of  grace  appeared,  and  during  the  fiaJl  and 
winter,  the  Spirit  was  pour^  out  in  a  wonderful  manner. 
This  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  revivals  that  any  little 
church  ever  enjoyed,  resulting  in  the  hopeful  conversion  of 
about  a  hundred  persons.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
church  was  without  a  pastor ;  was  small  and  feeble,  with 
only  six  resident  male  members ;  was  surrounded  with  ob- 
stacles, and  almost  overwhelmed  with  discouragements; 
that  it  was  chiefiy  confined  to  the  east  side  of  the  river,  or 
to  about  one  half  of  the  town ;  and  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  this  half,  but  a  short  time  previous,  had  with- 
drawn and  given  their  support  to  another  churcn,  and  who 
will  not  wonder  at  the  greatness  of  the  work  i  But  after 
the  work  commenced,  help  was  obtained.  A  licentiate^lK> 
was  a  student  in  theology  under  Professor  Shurtleff  at  Han- 
over, by  the  name  of  Warren  Day,  was  employed  to  preach- 
and  his  labors  were  signally  blessed.  Bev.  Mr.  McKeen  ot 
Bradford,  Vt.,  Rev.  Mr.  Hovey  of  Piermont,  and  Rev.  Mi. 
Fairbank  of  Plymouth,  rendered  important  aid.  Some  of 
the  converts,  too,  were  like  ministers.  Thus  Qod  remem- 
bered his  covenant,  and  blessed  the  fidelity  of  those  praving 
souls  who  so  steao&stly  maintained  the  worship  of  God  on 
the  Sabbath,  in  times  of  darkness  and  destitution.  The 
diurch  was  now  greatly  strengthened.    The  additions  soon 
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made,  ae  shown  by  the  records,  amount  to  about  seyentgr, 
and  the  whole  church  numbered  nearly  one  hundred. 

In  1816  Mr.  Amos  P.  Brown  i»reacned  as  a  candidate. — 
Mr.  Brown  had  not  reoeired  a  liberal  education,  but  had 
studied  theology  with  Dr.  Wood  of  Boscawen,  and  is  spoken 
of  as  a  devoted  Christian  minister.  He  was  ordained  as  pa»* 
tor,  Jan.  1, 1817.  But  some  dissatisfiiction  arising,  he  asked 
a  dismission,  which  was  effected  June  26, 1822.  jDuring  his 
ministry  the  land  pertaining  to  the  present  parsonage,  con* 
sisting  of  12  or  14  acres,  was  given  by  Ool.  Samuel  Holmes, 
not  a  member  of  the  church,  togeUier  with  sixty  dollars  for 
building  a  house.  The  old  men  contributed  to  build  the 
house,  and  the  youuff  men  the  bam.  Ool.  Holmes  also  gave 
the  board  of  the  workmen  on  the  buildings. 

The  next  minister  was  Jonathan  L.  Hale,  who  was  settled 
June  23, 1824.  Mr.  Hale  was  settled  under  flattering  pros- 
pects. The  Congregational  people  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  who  had  for  the  most  part  attended  meeting  at  Plym- 
outh, now  formed  themselves  into  a  society  called  the  Second 
Congregational  society,  removed  their  relation  to  the  church 
in  Campton,  and  in  1824  built  their  present  Meeting-house* 
Meetings  were  held  at  either  house,  according  to  the  propor- 
tion contributed  hj  each  for  the  support  of  the  goqpeL  A 
bridge  was  also  built  across  the  river  by  private  simacription, 
for  the  aooommodation  of  the  religious  oommnnity.  No 
church  seemed  more  happy  or  prosperous  than  this,  while 
thus  united  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Hale.  No  sooner  was 
the  new  Meeting-house  dedicated,  than  God  appeared  to  flU 
it  with  his  glory.  It  was  a  time  of  refreshing ;  50  or  60 
were  reckon^  as  converts ;  27  were  added  to  the  church  dur** 
ing  that  summer,  and  a  few  afkerwaMs.    In  June,  1831,  a 

$rotracted  meetine  of  three  days  was  held  with  good  lesolta 
'he  following  is  tne  record :  ^^  A  mmiber,  about  the  time  of 
the  meeting  and  since,  have  indulged  hope ;  20  have  united 
with  the  churdi.  Others  will,  it  is  probable,  when  the  church 
shall  be  in  a  proper  state  to  receive  members."  Mr.  Hale  was 
a  faithfdl  and  laborious  minister ;  more  efficient  as  a  pastor 
than  as  a  preacher  or  a  disciplinarian ;  kind  and  affectionate, 
rather  than  discriminating  and  forcible.  But,  in  time,  diffi- 
culties ^w  up  out  of  a  case  of  discipline,  which  divided  the 
church  mto  two  parties  called  the  minority  and  majority, 
and  which  threatened  to  destroy  its  peace.  Perhaps  tbeae 
difficulties  were  one  cause,  though  prc^bly  not  tne  odlf 
cause,  of  Mr.  Hale's  dismission,  April  18, 1832. 

The  next  minister  was  Bev.  ]Benj.  P.  Stone,  D.D.  He 
was  installed  June  12, 1833.    TUm  tame  of  Us  aettlenMat 
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«ms  limited  to  five  yearg.  During  this  period,  the  former 
difficnlties  were  apparently  remove,  and  the  (»inrch  a^am 
enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  harmony  and  spiritual  prosperity. 
About  30  were  mded  to  the  church  during  his  ministry, 
some  of  tl»m  being  the  fruits  of  former  reTivals,  but  most 
of  them  new  converts.  Being  cdled  to  the  service  of  the 
N.  H.  Home  Missionary  Society,  he  obtained  dismission  Sept. 
11, 1837. 

The  next  minister  was  Rev.  Thcnnas  P.  Beach,  ordained 
Feb.  21, 1838.  Now  commence  the  dark  and  perilous  scenes 
which  try  men's  souls,  and  which  it  is  painM  ever  to  recotd; 
Iiuiications  of  the  approach  of  a  moral  tempest  were  discov- 
ered several  months  before  tiie  awM  outburst.  At  len^h 
came  an  overwhelming  freshet,  sweeping  before  it  the  drift- 
wood that  had  accumulated  m  the  church  and  societies. — 
Mr.  Beadi  was  hastily  setUed,  a  call  being  made  to  him 
after  one  Sabbath's  preaching,  and  his  answer  ^ven  at  the 
second.  But  his  settlement  was  obtained  not  without  hesi-^ 
tation,  cfh  the  part  of  the  council.  He  had  no  certificate  of 
oburch  membership,  BxiA  none  of  remlar  jpemiission  to 
preach.  He  had  heen  permitted  to  hold  meetmgs  in  Wolf- 
Dorough,  then  a  destitute  place,  and  to  act  the  part  of  an 
exhorter  for  one  year  only.  Of  this  he  took  advantage  to 
call  himself  a  licentiate,  and  as  such  was  employed  tot  a 
iime  by  the  Home  Missionary  Society.  In  respect  to  his 
examination  as  made  known  by  members  of  the  council,  we 
Say  nothing.  In  respect  to  the  way  in  which  he  was  first 
introduced  to  this  church,  we  wouM  also  be  silent.  Mr. 
Beach  was  an  abolitionist  of  the  Garrison  school  The  top- 
ies  of  abolition,  war  and  temperance  were  foremost  with  him. 
With  these  subjects  he  was  lamiliar,  and  on  these  he  could 
speak  with  considerable  power.  In  March  1841,  when  lev- 
eml  of  the  church  had  learned  what  his  character  and  oon-^ 
duct  had  been,  previous  to  his  ordination,  and  were  also 
discovering  new  evidences  of  his  unfitness  as  a  minister  of 
Christ,  charges  were  preferred  against  him  before  the  church; 
They  were  rally  sustained.  At  this  time  he  abandoned  tiie 
church,  at  least  tte  majority,  as  a  band  of  mi»sreants,  pub- 
licly proclaimed  his  withdrawment  of  fellowship,  renounced 
tlie  pulpit  and  his  own  ordination,  and  took  his  stand  on 
the  floor  with  the  assembly ;  denounced  the  institutions  of 
the  church,  the  Sabbath  and  the  ministry,  together  with  all 
iiie  seveftkl  benevolent  associations  which  are  sustained  by 
the  church ;  denied  the  insjpiration  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
advocated  infidel  sentiments  m  a  most  unsompulous  man- 
ner. He  CMne  not  to  all  these  results  at  a  smgle  bound, 
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but  step  by  step,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months.  In 
May  he  sent  to  the  church  his  withdrawment  of  fellowship, 
the  language  of  which  is  very  temperate,  compared  with 
.  what  he  was  accustomed  afterwards  to  use :  "  To  the  major- 
ity of  the  members  of  the  Oongre^tionid  church  in  Oamp- 
ton,  who  attended  the  church  meetmg  when  the  charge  was 
sustained  against  the  pastor,  which  D.  Willey  brou^t. — 
Dear  Bretl^n, — Having  long  considered  the  step  I  am 
about  to  take,  as  positively  required  of  me  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  gospel,  viz.,  to  reprove  iniquity,  by  renouncing  fidlow- 
ship  with  the  wrong-doers ;  and  having  long  labored  to  con- 
vince you  of  your  unchristian  position  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
vailing sins  of  this  time,  such  as  slavery,  war,  and  intempier- 
ance;  and  especially  your  errors  in  respect  to  the  spirit 
enjoined  by  the  good  shepherd,  in  restoring  errant  members 
of  the  flock — having  done  this  publicly  and  privately^  and 
yet  having  failed  to  win  you  to  the  spirit  and  duties  of 
Christianity ;  I  hereW  declare,  that  I  can  no  longer  recognize 
you  as  a  church  of  Cfhrist,  and  before  God,  an^ls  and^en, 
I  do  solemnly  record  my  entire  renundaiion  ef  fellowshin 
with  you  as  disciples  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  till  you  bring  forta, 
fruits  meet  for  repentance.  Fervently  praying  that  God 
will  give  you  repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth, 
and  obedience  of  the  fidth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  I  remain  your 
servant  for  Jesus'  sake.  T.  P.  Beaoh.  Campton,  May  23. 
1841." 

In  July,  a  council  was  called  to  advise  the  church  as  to 
its  proper  course,  and  in  August  another  council  was  called, 
by  which  he  was  deposed  from  the  ministry  on  five  charges^ 
in  substance,  as  follows : — first,  refiising  to  administer  the 
Lord's  Supper  to  the  church ;  second,  withdrawing  fellowship 
from  a  majority  of  the  church  in  a  written  communication; 
third,  fomenting  divisions  in  the  church ;  fourth^  avowed 
contempt  of  e(^esiastical  authority;  fifth,  certam  other 
offences,  not  necessary  to  be  recorded  here.  Mr.  Beach  was 
excommunicated  from  the  church  soon  after  the  session  of 
this  council.  He  was  now  at  liberty  to  act  the  part  of  a 
oome-outer.  He  fidly  improved  his  opportunity.  Arrests 
here  and  there,  and  imprisonment  were  the  consequences. — 
Long  continued  excitement  and  acts  of  extravagance  tended 
to  break  his  constitution,  and  thus  he  found  an  early  grave. 
The  settlement  of  this  man  in  the  ministi^  was  a  great 
calamity  to  this  churdi  and  community.  He  carried  with 
him  about  a  third  part  of  the  members  of  the  church,  most 
of  whom  subjected  themselves  to  excision.  The  effects  of 
his  influence,  together  with  the  accompanying  defection,  will 
probably  not  cease  during  the  present  generation,  at  least 
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We  are  happy  to  learn,  that,  after  Mr.  Beach  lefb  New 
England,  and  went  to  Akron  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  he 
en^iged  in  teaching  and  was  succesBful  in  that  avocation — on 
reviewing  his  career  at  Oampton,  his  views  and  feelings  un- 
derwent a  great  and  very  desirable  change.  More  than  once 
he  remarked  to  his  wife,  in  speaking  of  what  he  had  said  and 
done  at  Oampton,  ^4t  does  seem  as  thoagh  I  must  have 
been  crazy."  It  always  seemed  painful  to  nim  to  allude  to 
the  subject — ^but  he  did  allude  to  it  occasionaUv,  and  with 
sorrow.  He  became  a  constant  attendant  on  the  ministry 
of  an  orthodox  Congregational  clergyman,  the  Bev.  Wm. 
Jennings,  and  was  on  mtimate  terms  with  him.  Had  he 
lived,  tnere  can  be  no  doubt  he  would  have  communicated 
with  the  church  at  Campton,  and  done  what  he  could  to  un- 
do the  evil  that  followed  his  erratic  course  there.  His  death 
was  sudden.  Feeling  a  little  indisposed,  he  gave  up  his 
school  for  a  few  days  for  rest.  With  his  wife  he  visited  his 
brother,  a  physician,  in  Sharon,  ten  miles  from  Akron,  but 
was  soon  taken  worse,  the  disease  settling  in  his  head,  de- 
priving him  of  reason,  and  soon  terminating  in  death.  One 
week  from  the  day  he  left  his  school,  he  was  buried. 

The  next  and  last  minister  is  Bev.  Charles  Shedd,  ordain- 
ed March  24, 1842.  He  was  upon  the  ground  a  short  time 
after  the  meeting  of  the  council  that  deposed  his  predecessor. 
The  church  nee<fed  a  guide.  They  were  just  coming  out  ot 
Egypt,  but  the  great  and  terrible  wilderness  was  before 
them.  No  pastor  could  flatter  himself  with  the  hope  of  ease 
or  of  immediate  success.  The  langut^  of  faith  was,  ^'  Here 
is  a  living  church  which  the  great  Mead  has  wonderfully 

? reserved,  and  will  continue  to  conduct  through  all  trials." 
^he  members  now  clung  together,  and  prenar^  themselves 
for  the  work  of  discipline.  Their  strength  nad  been  greatly 
reduced,  a  third  part  at  least  of  the  members  of  the  body 
being  deeply,  and  in  most  cases,  fatally  diseased.  Limb 
after  limb  was  severed.  Twenty  one  persons  were  separated 
fix)m  the  church,  as  the  direct  consequence  of  the  defection. 
Of  these  only  two  have  been  reijtorea  on  confession. 

But  better  thin^  were  in  -store.  During  the  winter  of 
1846-7,  there  were  mdications  of  the  Spirit  s  worl 
few  were  hopefully  renewed,  seven  of  whom  were 
ted  to  the  church  a  few  months  afterwards.  ] 
church  did  not  then  seem  prepared  for  a  revival.  0 
still  existed,  and  there  were  only  occasional  accessi 
the  summer  and  fall  of  1852.  It  was  now  a  time  of 
The  language  of  Christians  indicated  wrestling  and 
Many  anticipated  a  revival.    A;i;  the  communion  on  i 
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Sabbath  in  January  1853,  fi3ur  were  admitted  to  the  church* 
It  was  a  solemn  season,  never  to  be  forfijotten.  The  work 
then  began  with  power.  The  Tuesday  following  was  the 
day  appointed  for  the  pastoral  visit.  One  hundred  assem- 
bled, nearly  all  of  them  youth.  The  ^oly  Spirit  was  there. 
Convicted  sinners  were  there.  In  the  evening  a  few  remails 
were  made  touching  the  present  religious  interest.  It  seem- 
ed like  Pentecost.  It  was  literally  a  Bochim.  Some  sank 
upon  their  seats  overvdielmed  with  emotion,  and  were 
unwilling  to  leave  the  house,  till  they  were  conversed  and 
^prayed  with.  They  came  again  at  an  early  hour  the  next 
morning,  and  found  peace.  The  work  proceeded  with  great 
stiUness,  and  was  supposed  at  the  time  to  embrace  60  or  70 
persons.  Twenty  seven  have  united  with  this  church,  sev- 
eral with  other  churches,  and  others  have  yet  made  no  pro- 
fession. The  interest  continued  about  two  years,  extendii^ 
into  some  of  the  remotest  parts  of  the  town.  It  is  proper 
here  to  notice  those  remarkable  days  of  festing  and  prayer 
which  were  observed  by  the  church,  and  the  effect  of  them. 
The  pastor  asked  permission  to  appoint  such  days  whenever 
he  thought  proper ;  and  this  was  when  he  discovered  that 
the  work  began  to  fla^and  needed  a  new  impulse.  Such 
appointments  were  made  and  observed  several  times.;  and, 
invariably,  the  effect  was  most  striking  in  the  occurrence  rf 
new  cases  of  conviction  and  conversion.  Since  March  1842, 
40  have  been  admitted  to  the  church  by  profession,  and 
eight  by  letter.  The  whole  number  at  present  is  hhant  80. 
On  account  of  the  loss  of  the  early  records  of  the  church,  it 
is  impossible  to  present  other  desirable  facts.  The  CoMre- 
gational  ministers  raised  in  this  town,  and  formerly  members 
of  this  church,  are  John  Clark,  Cmistopher  Marsh^olm 
Worcester,  Daniel  Pulsifer,  Leonard  Rogers.  Isaac  Willey, 
Worcester  WiUey,  tod  Samuel  H.  Willey,  all  still  living. 


CAKAAN. 

Rev.  M.  GX&OOLD. 

In  1795,  four  individuals,  of  Congregational  feith  and  or- 
der, residing  in  Canaan,  became  connected  with  the  churdi 
in  East  Hanover,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Bev.  Dr.  Bur- 
roughs. In  1799,  he  came  to  Canaan,  accompanied  by  one 
of  his  deacons,  and,  after  a  public  lecture,  these  four  persons 
and  nine  others  entered  into  covenant  relation ;  and  uob  was 
then  constituted  a  branch  of  the  Hanover  church,  and  fer 
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the  fiigt  time  had  administered  to  them  the  sacrament  <d 
the  Lord's  Supper.  From  this  period  until  1803,  Dr.  Bur- 
roughs occasionally  visited  this  branph  of  his  church,  preach- 
ed the  eospely  and  administered  the  ordinances.  taUng  with 
him  a  oeacon  to  officiate  on  such  occasions,  in  the  spring 
of  1803  a  meeting  was  held,  at  a  school-house  on  ^^  ^uth 
Boad/'  bj  him  and  Bev.  Mr.  Pickinson  of  Meriden,  when 
those  who  composed  a  branch  of  the  Hanover  church  wer^ 
eoBstituted  The  ConffreqationcU  Church  of  Canaan,  by  adopt- 
ing a  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant,  and  choosii^  Mr. 
iPulsbury  their  deacon.  Soon  irfker  this,  a  Rev.  Mr.  Cleve- 
laAd^  from  Connecticut^  was  employed  to  labor  with  them  in 
the  gospel  for  a  short  tune.  Then  they  were  supplied  occa- 
aionaUy  by  ministers  furnished  by  the  N.  H.  Missionary  So- 
ciety, throuffh  whose  influence  tlie  church  became  gradually, 
though  slowly,  increased.  In  the  winter  of  1804-5,  there  wag 
«ome  special  religious  interest,  which  brought  a  few  into  the 
church    From  about  this  time,  they  had  only  occasional 

S reaching  by  missionaries  and  otners,  until  1314,  when  a  Mr. 
Lolfe  was  employed  one  half  of  the  time  for  that  year  and  a 
T>art  of  the  next,  and  the  church  had  now  increased  to  some 
tturty  members.  Only  brief  periods  of  preaching  were  en- 
ioyed  after  this,  with  long  intervals  between,  and  this  kindly 
furnished  by  the  IT.  H.  Missionary  Society,  until  February, 
1821.  Then  the  Bev.  Charles  Calkins  was  employed  con- 
stantly for  some  eighteen  months,  with  favorable  results ; 
for,  it  U  believed  that  his  &ithM  preachii^,  kind  and  af- 
iecti(»iate  intercourse  .with  the  people^  did  much  to  awaken 
the  desire  for  a  permanent  ministry. 

Belying  upon  a  religious  society  organized  here  in  1819, 
and  aid  m>m  the  Hissionary  Sociefy,  they  made  an  effort  in 
1324  to  secure  a  pastor.  An  invitation  was  extended  to  Mr. 
AmoB  Foster  of  Hanover,  and  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  col- 
l^;e,  to  assume  this  responsibility,  and  become  their  relig- 
ious teacher.  After  suitable  triid,  and  mtitiial  satisfSu^tion, 
he  was  ordained  March  2,  1825.  under  &vorable  auspices. 
He  secured  the  confidence  and  affections  of  the  church,  and 
neople  generally,  in  a  h^h  decree,  and  labored  with  success 
tor  neany  nine  years.  Under  nis  ministry  a  revival  of  con- 
siderable interest,  and  very  favorable  results,  was  enjoyed ; 
and  during  his  stay  47  were  added  to  the  church  by  profes- 
sion and  13  by  letter,  dving  much  important  strength  to 
this,  before,  feieble  branch  of  our  Zion.  At  his  own  reauest, 
and  with  much  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  churcn,  his 
connection  was  dissolved  Jan.  2, 1833. 
In  March  lUv.  Edward  C.  Iiiller  was  invited  to  assume 
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the  ministerial  and  pastoral  relation,  and  was  ordained  the 
Ist  of  May,  1833.  But  his  ministry  fell  on  "troublous 
times ;"  for,  near  its  close,  a  very  general .  excitement  was 
produced, — by  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  some  to  introduce 
colored  stttdents  into  the  academy  of  the  place,  and  the  oppo- 
sition to  this  movement  by  others^ — whicn  resulted  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  academy  building  from  the  site  it  occupied  to 
another  position,  breaking  up  the  school  and  greatly  affect- 
ing the  mterests  of  the  church ;  for  numbers  soon  after,  and 
mainly  in  consequence  of  this  movement,  left  the  place,  there- 
by weakening  the  hands  and  discouraging  the  hearts  of  those 
who  remained.  But  though  cast  down,  thev  were  not  de- 
stroyed. Having  so  long  enjoyed  a  preached  gospel  and  its 
ordinances,  they  were  unwilling  to  be  deprived  of  them.  Af- 
ter Mr.  Fuller  left,  which  was  in  February,  1836,  Rev.  Liha 
Conant  was  employed  as  a  candidate.  He  was  installed  Feb. 
22,  1837.  Durmg  his  ministry,  <5[uite  a  number  were  added 
to  the  church  by  profession  and  by  letter.  Mr.  Conant  and 
wife  were  both  highly  esteemed  by  the  people  generally,  and 
on  his  dismissal  and  removing  from  the  place  in  the  spring  of 
1845,  they  left  many  warm  friends.  Boon  after  this,  Kev. 
Heman  Kood  was  employed  for  one  year,  in  connection  with 
teaching  a  part  of  the  time  in  the  academy.  But  no  special , 
interest  being  awakened,  and  the  people  becoming  discotir-* 
aged,  he  left  before  the  expiration  of  the  year.  From  1846  to 
1851  they  were  wholly  destitute  of  a  preached  gospel,  except 
perhaps  occasionally  a  Sabbath.  In  consequence  of  this, 
and  from  other  causes,  the  church  became  so  reduced  that 
at  one  time  it  was  reported  as  extinct.  This  however  was 
not  the  fact,  though  it  became  exceedinglylow. 

In  the  summer  of  1851,  Rev.  Henry  Wood  proposed  to 
preach  to  them  on  the  Sabbath,  a  whole  year,  for  a  small 
compensation,  while  he  occupied  the  editorial  chair  of  the 
Congregational  Journal.  Having  done  this,  his  services 
were  engaged  and  rendered  another  year ;  and  in  this  time, 
through  his  influence  and  with  the  aid  of  friends  and  church- 
es from  abroad,  their  Meeting-house,  which  had  become 
greatly  defaced  by  the  hand  of  time,  was  thoroughly  repaired 
within  and  without,  and  re-dedicated  July  10, 185o.  Grati- 
tude is  due  Mr.  Wood  for  this  effort. 

Immediately  after  this.  Rev.  Mr.  GFerould  was  employed 
by  the  N.  H.  Missionary  Society  to  labor  with  them  four  Sab- 
baths. At  the  expiration  of  this  period  the  church  and  peo- 
ple invited  him  to  locate  with  them  and  become  their  pernia- 
nent  minister.  Providential  circumstances  seeming  to  favor, 
he  consented  to  do  so,  and  removed  here  the  7th  of  October 
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following.  Bj  his  efibrts  the  scattered  remnants  of  the 
charch  have  been  gathered  up,  and,  such  as  were  disposed,  re- 
organiEed,  under  a  revised  confession  of  faith  and  oovenimt, 
Sept.  25, 1853^  embracing  8  males  and  15  females— 23  in  alL 
To  these,  additions  have  been  made,  mostly  by  letter,  but 
still  the  present  number  is  only  37.  Bj  the  blessing  of  God 
we  hope  to  live,  and  extend  the  precious  influences  of  the 
gospel,  until  many  shall  be  brought  into  this  sacred  inclosure 
who  will  eventually  experience  a  joyAil  transition  to  the 
glorious  church  above. 


DANBUBY.*» 

B«T.  Dauxbl  Goodhvb. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  town  of  Danbury  was  made 
1771,  and  the  towu/was  incorporated  1796,  being  originally 
a  part  of  Alexandria.  Some  of  the  first  settlers  were  from 
Bowley,  Ms.  and  Hampton,  N.  H.,  whose>  descendimts  can 
trace  their  lineage  back  to  the  time  of  the  Plymouth  PiL- 
grims.  The  settlers  in  the  south  eastern  part  of  the  town 
were  of  a  decidedly  religious  character.  As  illustrative  of 
the  simple  hearted  piety  and  conscientiousness  of  some  of 
them,  it  is  worthy  to  be  recorded^  that  the  first  night  a  pious 
couple,  by  the  name  of  Taylor,  entered  their  forest  cabin, 
as  tney  were  about  to  oflfer  praise  and  prayer  to  their  God 
and  their  father's  God,  they  were  distressed  by  discovering 
that  they  had  lost  their  Bible  or  left  it  behind.  Unwilling 
to  retire  to  rest  without  reading  the  Bible,  anv  more  than 
without  prayer,  the  good  woman  searched  till  she  found 
amon^  their  furniture  one  single  leaf  of  the  precious  volume^ 
— reading  this  they  bowed  the  knee  with  grateful  and  con-- 
fiding  hearts  at  the  throne  of  grace.  This  they  continued 
to  do  every  morning  and  evening,  reading  over  and  over  that 
precious  leaf  whose  value  to  them  was  more  than  silver  or 
gold,  until  they  could  and  did  procure  a  Bible. 

The  first  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  town  sustained  public 
worship  for  iseveral  years,  in  connection  with  the  adjoining 
town  of  Alexandria,  where  a  Congregational  churdi  was 
organized  about  the  year  1788,  over  which  Bev.  Enoch 
Whipple  was  settled  at  the  time  of  its  organization.  In 
the  year  1800,  four  of  the  first  settlers  in  Danbury  living  in 
this  part  of  town — ^members  of  Mr.  Whipple's  church,  which 
church  afterward  became  extinct — ^viz :    Anthony  Taylor, 

•  SkMck  Iff  R«T.  n.  PatsUbr,  fonntr  pMtor. 
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Jonathan  Claik,  Jofthua  Jackson  and  one  female,  and  three 
females  livinff  in  New  Ohester,  now  Hill,  formed  themaelyee 
into  a  branch  of  the  Conj^r^ational  church  in  SalislHiiy, 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Xlev.  Thomas  Worcester.  They 
enjoyed  but  little  preaching  in  their  own  town,  only  what 
Mr.  Worcester  could  occasionally  supply.  They  statedly 
held^  meeting  among  th^nselves  on  the  Sabbath,  also  a 
stated  montmy  meeting,  and  usually  a  weekly  meeting  on 
some  week  day.  Occasionally  male  and  fei^ale  memben 
would  all  attend  meeting  at  Salisbury,  walking,  or  riding  on 
horseback  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  over  new  and  bad  rcNBtds, 
often  returning  the  same  day,  though  they  frequently  went 
on  Saturday, 

A  distinct  church  was  formed  Jan.  29, 1809,  by  their 
adopting  the  articles  of  faith  and  covenant  of  the  Salisbuiy 
church.  It  consisted  of  ten  resident  members.  After  this  the 
church  struggled  along,  statedly  holding  reading  meetings  on 
the  Sabbath^  having  nreaching  occasionally,  until  the  year 
1812.  This  ^ear  Bev.  Mr.  Bolfe,  of  Groton,  supplied  them  a 
part  of  the  tmie,  and  nine  were  added  to  the  church.  After 
this  year  they  continued  to  keep  up  their  meetings  on  the 
Sabbath,  hiring  what  preaching  they  could  till  the  year  1823. 
From  tms  time  to  1826,  Mr.  John  b.  Winter,  who  was  pre- 

ering  for  the  ministry,  assisted  them  in  their  meetings  on  the 
bbath.  In  1826,  Mr.  Winter  having  entered  the  ministry, 
the  church  and  society,  with  the  help  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Missicmary  Societv,  hired  him  one  half  of  the  time  for  five 
^ears.  In  1828,  they  built  a  small  Meeting-house  located 
m  the  easterly  piftrt  of  the  town.  In  this  house  it  is  beUev* 
ed  that  the  power  and  goodness  of  God  were  repeatedly 
manifested,  in  the  conversion  of  sinners  to  the  truth  and  sal- 
vation of  the  gospel  The  fall  of  1831  was  a  time  of  revival. 
In  November  a  protracted  meeting  was  held,  which  proved 
a  blessing  to  the  people.  In  this  and  the  following  year, 
19  were  added  to  the  church  by  profession  and  letter.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  1832,  Rev.  Mr.  Winter  left  this  little 
flock,  gathered  amongth^ hills,  and  removed  to  Bristol — 
After  this  Bev.  James  Hobart  supplied  them  one  half  of  the 
time  for  two  years.  Then  they  were  supplied  a  portion  <rf 
the  time  for  two  or  three  years  by  Rev.  Mr.  Turner,  Rev. 
Mr.  Woodard  and  others.  l5uring  all  this  time  they  kept 
up  a  Sabbath  School  with  interest,  and  reading  meetings  on 
the  Sabbath  wh^i  destitute  of  preaching.  In-  1836  this 
church  formed  themselves  into  a  temperance  society.^ 

January  1, 1840,  Rev.  Daniel  Pulsifer  commenced  preadi* 
ing  in  Danbury  one  half  6i  the  time  for  one  year.    Near  the 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


oloae  of  thig  year  lie  removed  his  &xwly  to  this  town,  az4 
9upplied  them  till  the  close  of  the  year  1849.  In  1843  tim 
church  and  people  were  visited  with  an  interesting  revival 
pf  reli^n,  and  about  thirty  were  added  to  the  church  by 
profession  and  letter.  The  next  ^ring  Mr.  Pulsifer  was  in-* 
stalled  pastor  of  the  churcxh.  During  the  ten  years  that  he 
preachw  in  Danbury,  there  was  uniformly  a  good  congrega- 
tion, a  flourishing  Sabbath  School,  and  occasional  additions 
to  the  church,  besides  those  added  aa  fruits  of  the  revival  in 
1843.  Mr.  Pulsifer  was  dismissed  near  the  dose  of  1849,  and 
left  the  town  in  the  sprin^f  of  1850,  This  year  the  church 
imd  society  enjoyed  but  httle  preaching.  !But  during  the 
years  1851  and  1852  they  were  suppli^  by  Bev.  Nathan 
Howard.  Two  were  ad<fed  to  the  church.  i)uring  the  year 
1853  Bev.  Henry  Wood  fflipplied  them  a  part  of  the  time. 

A  new  Meeting-house  was  dedicated  March  1, 1855,  and 
Bey.  D.  Goodhue  was  installed-  pastor  the  next  day.  And 
it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  tne  glory  of  this  latter  house 
may  far  exceed  that  of  the  former.  There  have  been  added 
to  this  church,  since  its  organization,  113  members.  '  There 
have  been  114  baptisms,— in&nt  baptisms  85 — adult  ban- 
tisvis  29.  There  has  been  one  excommunication.  At  tne 
present  time  the  church  consists  of  50  members.  Of  this 
number  13  are  non-resident 


DOBCHESTEB.* 

In  November  1827,  Bev.  Increase  S.  Davis  visited  Dor- 
chester, and,  without  any  special  request  or  prospect  of  com- 
S3naation,  spent  four.weeks  there.  There  was  no  Congrega- 
onal  churcn  in  town.  Mr.  Davis  immediately  commenced 
visiting  from  house  to  house,  and  preaching  evenings.  On 
the  first  Sabbath  after  his  arrival  he  held  a  meeting  at  the 
Methodist  Meeting-house,  and  the  people  turned  out  abun- 
dantly to  hear  the  8tran!g€r.  On  that  first  Sabbath  God 
was  pleased  to  pour  out  his  Spirit  upon  the  people,  and  a 
work  of  grace  commenced.  He  continued  visiting  and 
preaching  evenings,  and  on  the  Sabbath,  in  school-houses, 
and  private  houses  for  nine  weeks  to  crowded  assemblies. — 
He  tnen  went  to  Massachusetts  for  Ms  fitmiliy,  and,  after 
two  weeks  absence,  commenced  his  labors  again  and  contin- 
ued them  about  five  years.  A  goodly  numwr  were  hopeful- 
ly converted,  and  it  was  thought  desirable  by  neighboring 

•  Skttoh  bf  m$t.  D.  Pulfifor. 
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miniBters  that  a  Congregational  cliurch  should  be  formed. — 
Accordingly  May  20, 1828,  a  church  was  constituted  by  the 
assistance  of  an  ecclesiastical  council.  It  embraced  nine 
members,  three  males  and  six  females — five  uniting  on  pro- 
fession or  their  feith,  and  four  by  letter  from  other  churcnes. 
The  people  generally  being  prejudiced  against  what  they 
termed  tne  "standing  order,"  many  of  the  hopeftd  converts 
united  with  the  Baptists  and  Methodists.  About  this  time 
Mr.  Davis  offered  to  aid  the  j)eople  to  the  amount  of  3400, 
if  they  would  build  a  Meeting-house.  This  they  accepted, 
and  built  a  house  at  an  expense  of  about  91500.  This 
house  was  dedicated  Oct.  9,  1828,  and  Mr.  Davis  was 
ordained  pastor  of  the  church  the  same  day.  His  friends  in 
Massachusetts  assisted  him  in  making  out  the  9  400.  Dr. 
Codraan  of  Dorchester,  Ms.,  paid  f  IW;  Mr.  Davis'  mother, 
of  Newton,  Ms.,  paid  ?100;  Messrs.  Holmes  &  Honker  of 
Boston  gave  the  communion  set,  and  Mr.  Ira  Cheever  of 
Salem,  Ms.,  gave  the  large  Bible  for  the  desk.  Additions 
have  been  made  to  the  church  from  time  to  time,  but  prob- 
ably the  number  has  never  exceeded  20  or  25  at  any  one 
time.  The  location  of  the  Meeting-house  gave  dissatisfac- 
tion to  about  half  of  the  people,  and  they  built  another 
house,  which  caused  such  division  of  feeling  that  Mr.  Davis 
thought  it  his  duty  to  leave  them  at  the  expiration  of  fivtf 
years.  After  Mr.  Davis  left,  their  beautiful  Meeting-house 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  the  summer  or  early  in  the  fall  of 
1836,  Rev.  John  LeBosquet  commenced  preachiM  in  Dor- 
chester. He  left  sometime  the  following  year.  The  whole 
number  that  have  ever  been  connected  with  this  church  is 
not  far  from  fiftv,  about  half  of  whom  were  received  by  let- 
ter from  other  churches.  Whole  number  of  baptisms  about 
forty — of  which  fourteen  were  adults.  Since  1827  and  ^28 
there  has  not  been  any  considerable  revival,  though  there 
have  been  frequent  additions.  At  the  present  time  the 
church  consists  of  fifteen  members — five  males  and  ten 
females.  Rev.  Daniel  Pulsifer  preached  in  this  town  one- 
half  of  the  time  for  a  year,  from  the  first  of  May  1854,  to 
attentive  congregations,  respectable  for  numbers.  What  is 
to  be  the  future  condition  of  this  little  church,  God  only 
knows.  0 !  that  He  would  build  them  up  in  the  purity 
and  order  of  the  gospel. 
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ENFIELD* 

It  is  stated  in  the  New  Hampshire  (Gazetteer,  that  Kev. 
Edward  Evans  was  the  first  minister  of  the  Congregational 
church  in  Enfield.  This  is  not  correct.  Mr.  Evans  was 
the  first  settled  minister  in  Enfield,  being  settled  Decem- 
ber 1799^  by  a  small  council  of  Congregational  ministers, 
(Bev.  Mr.  burroughs  of  Hanover,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Pa^  of 
Hebron,)  and  obtamed  the  land  in  the  town  appropnated 
to  the  benefit  of  the  first  settled  minister.  Mr.  Evans  was 
dismissed  1805,  but  con^ued  to  preach  in  the  town  a  num- 
ber of  years  longer.  He  was  quite  popular,  and  collected  a 
church  of  not  far  fix)m  one  hundred  members.  But  Mr. 
Evans  was  not  an  orthodox  Congre^tionalist,  nor  was  his 
church  an  orthodox  church  of  that  order.  Aged  people  who 
blew  him  well,  say,  that  in  sentiment  he  was  always  a 
Methodisty  and  no  one  of  his  church  ever  united  with  the 
Congregational  church,  subse<j[uently  or^nized  in  Enfield, 
— and  so  fer  as  is  known,  with  any  other  Congiregational 
church.  After  a  while  Mr.  Evans  oiscontinued  iJie  duties 
of  the  clerical  office ;  directed  his  attention  more  to  civil 
and  political  affidrs ;  was  appointed  Judge  of  Probate,  which 
office  he  filled  for  several  years, — but  eventually  left  the 
town.    His  church  became  extinct. 

The  only  real  Congregational  church  in  the  town  of  En- 
field was  organized  May  30,  1826,  consisting  of  14  mem- 
bers, all  of  whom,  or  nearly  all,  belonged  to  the  family  of 
Col.  Benjamin  Choate,  or  were  connected  with  that  family 
by  marriage.  Of  this  church  Nathan  Choate  and  George 
W.  Fifield  were  appointed  the  first  deacons,  June  27, 1826. 
Prom  1827  to  1838,  21  were  added  to  the  church,  and  Rev. 
S.  Arnold,  Amos  Foster,  Hobart,  Langley  and  John  Clark, 
supplied  them  a  part  of  the  time.  In  1836  the  church  pur- 
chased one-half  of  the  new  Meeting-house  erected  near  the 
center  of  the  town. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1839,  Mr.  Benjamin  Burge, 
from  Lane  Semmary,  Ohio,  commenced  his  ministerial  labors 
in  this  town.  The  next  year,  the  church  invited  Mr. 
Burge  to  become  their  pastor.  Mr.  Burge  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  over  this  church, 
July  1, 1840.  Mr.  Burge  requested  a  dismission  in  1845. 
A  council  was  called,  and  assembled  March  18.  The  coun- 
cil advi|ed  to  a  continuance  of  the  pastoral  relation.  Mr. 
Burge  continued  pastor  of  the  church  until  February  1848^ 

*  Sketch  by  Rot.  I>.  Puttiftr. 
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when  he  was  dismissed  on  account  of  the  fiulnrec^  his  health. 
He  died  at  Enfield  Sept.  3d  of  the  same  year,  after  a  minis- 
try of  about  nine  years.  Mr.  Surge  was  a  good  man.  His 
talents  and  acquirements  were  very  respectable,  and  wholly 
cpnsecmted  to  the  service  of  his  Divine  Master.  He  loved 
the  cause  of  Christ  and  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  salvatioa 
of  souls.  His  example  was  pure  and  healthful  He  had  a 
good  report  of  them  that  were  without,  as  well  as  of  them 
that  were  within  the  church.  In  1849  Ilev.  Noah  Emersoa 
labored  with  this  church  and  people  for  one  year.  Subse- 
quently Mr.  Allen,  of  the  theological  seminary  at  Andov^, 
Ms.,  performed  a  mission  amon^  them  of  some  four  or  six 
weeks.  In  1843  Bev.  Daniel  rulsifer  supjdied  them  one 
year  fix)m  the  first  of  April  The  whole  number  that  ever 
united  with  this  church  is  44—17  ipales  and  ^  females.*-- 
By  removals  and  deaths  this  church  is  reduc^  to  17  mem- 
bers. Six  or  seven  of  these  are  quite  aged, — son^  between 
eighty  and  ninety  years  of  age.  May  the  Lord  pour  wat^ 
upon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground. 


FRA1J00NIA.« 

This  town  was  incorporated  Feb.  14, 1764.  The  Congre- 
gational church  was  constituted  in  April,  1814,  by  the  Sev. 
Asa  Carpenter,  of  Waterford,  Vt.,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Gk>4-» 
dard,  of  Concord,  Vt.,  of  seven  members.  No  church  pr&« 
viously  existed  here,  of  any  order.  The  most  of  the  first  aeV* 
tiers  are  said  to  have  been  Calvinistic  Baptist,  and  united 
with  a  church  of  this  order  o^anized  in  Lisbon.  Subse- 
quently this  church  became  a  Freewill  Baptist  church.  It 
is  stated  that  the  town,  as  a  town,  never  took  any  action  as 
to  sustaining  the  gospel  in  the  place.  The  first  setUers  are 
not  known  to  have  made  manv  sacrifices  for  the  suj>port  of 
the  gospel.  It  is  supposed  that  some  of  the  missionaiiea 
and  ministers  who  supplied  the  people  at  Bethlehem,  also 
supplied  the  people  in  this  town  to  some  extent  After  the 
organization  of  the  church  it  was  &vored  occasionally  with 
missionary  labor.  When  without  preaching,  the  cHurch  wa$ 
accustomed  to  hold  religious  meetings  upon  the  Sabbath. 

This  church  has  had  two  settled  ministers.  [See  aoc(Httt 
of  Bethlehem.1  The  Bev.  Charles  W.  Bichardsra  supplied 
ifim  church  and  j)eople  one  half  of  the  time  for  five  yeais^ 
before  the  ordination  of  the  first  pastor.    The  Bev.  Mx.  lEstj 

•  SlBtidi  by  Bar.  Tkmu  HaB. 
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mipplied  them  one  half  of  the  time  for  five  years  between  the 
dismission  of  the  first,  and  the  settlement  of  the  second  pas- 
tor. This  church  has  no  parsonage,  or  funds  for  the  support 
of  the  gospel.  The  average  attendance  upon  public  worship 
is  not  far  from  125.  This  is  the  estimate  for  both  societies 
worshiping  in  the  same  house,  Congregationalist  and  Free* 
ivill  Baptist.  But  a  small  proportion-  of  the  population  of 
the  town  belong  to  the  Congregational  order.  The  whole 
number  of  persons  who  have  umted  with  the  cTiurch  up  to 
the  present  time  is -78.  No  one  has  been  fiimished  for  the 
mimstry  of  any  order  from  this  town. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  revival  of  religion  in  the  place. 
There  have  been  several  seasons  of  more  or  less  refreshing 
from  on  high,  during  which  more  or  less  were  hopefully  con- 
verted to  (Sod.  The  most  of  the  fruits  of  these  seasons  of 
refreshings  united  with  the  Freewill  Baptists.  They  have 
more  than  a  hundred  members.  •  The  Congregational  church 
is  very  small.    There  are  only  three  resident  male  members. 


HANOVER. 

CixmcR  AT  Daxtmovth  CoLLxeXf  Rer.  Jobs  Ricbabm,  D.D. 

The  church  at  Dartmouth  College  was  organized  as  a 
Congregational  church  July  2, 1805,  by  Rev.  Isaiah  Potter 
of  Lebanon,  Rev.  Asa  Burton,  D.D.  of  Thetford,  Vt.,  aiMi 
Rev.  Sylvester  Dana  of  Orford.  Twenty  two  persons,  pro- 
fessors of  religion,  presented  themselves  and  were  constitut- 
ed a  church,  under  the  title  of  "The  Congregational  Churdi 
at  Dartmouth  College."  Caleb  Fuller  and  Benoni  D6w^ 
were  chosen  deacons.  Prof  Shurtleff^  who  filled  the  chsar 
of  Theology  in  the  College,  was  invited  to  discharge  tiie 
duties  of  preacher  and  of  pastor,  so  far  as  his  other  duties 
might  permit.  In  1809  he  was  ordained  evangelist  at 
Lvme.  He  continued  in  these  relations  until  the  year  1827. 
when,  upon  his  resignation  by  reason  of  a  severe  affection  of 
the  lungs,  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  George  Howe  as  pro- 
fessor of  .Theology  in  the  College  and  preacher  to  the  con- 
gregation. Prof  Howe  resigned  m  1830.  In  the  year  1881, 
Oct.  5,  Rev.  Robert  Page  was  installed  Its  pastor  over  the 
church,  and  dismissed  May  9,  1893.  Rev.  Henry  Wood 
was  installed  pastor  March  8, 1835,  and  was  dismissed  Dec. 
21, 1840.  Jan.  10, 1841,  Rev.  John  Richaidp  was  invited 
to  preach  as  statoi  supplv,  and  was  installed  pastor  April 
9^  18^.    Public  worship  has  always  been  held  by  the  citi<* 
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zens  and  stadents  in  common,  first  in  the  CoU^  Chapd, 
and  afterwards  in  the  Meeting-house.  The  students  who 
have  made  public  profession  of  religion  while  in  CoU^, 
have  not  usually  jomed  this  church,  preferring  to  unite  with 
churches  at  home.  The  present  number  of  undergraduates 
in  the  college  is  two  hundred  and  ninety,  of  whom  eighty 
are  professors  of  religion.  Public  worship  is  held  on  the 
Saboath  forenoon,  afternoon  and  evening.  A  weekly  meet- 
ing of  the  thurcn  is  holden  on  Thursday  evening  for  devo- 
tional purposes  and  occasional  business.  The  monthly  con- 
cert of  prayer  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  is  observed  on  the 
Sabbath  evening  nearest  the  first  Monday  of  the  month, 
and  the  annual  concert  of  prayer  for  colleges  on  the  last 
Thursday  of  Februanr.  There  are  on  the  catalogue  of  the 
church  632  names ;  of  which  22  were  added  by  omanization, 
430  by  profession,  and  180  by  letter  from  other  churches. — 
One  hundred' and  twenty  eight  have  died  while  connected 
with  this  church,  225  have  been  dismissed  to  other  churches, 
and  25  have  been  excommunicated.  The  present  whole 
number  is  254,  (including  non-residents,  perhaps  50  or  60,) 
of  which  98  are  males  and  156  females.  The  additions  for 
the  year  ending  July  1,  1854,  were  29 — 24  by  profession, 
and  five  by  letter. 

The  first  church  which  existed  at  Dartmouth  College  was 
a  Presbyterian  church.  It  was  constituted  Jan.  23, 1771, 
of  27  members, "by  Rev.  Eleazer  Wheelock,  D.D..  first  Pres- 
ident of  the  college.  He  officiated  as  pastor  till  his  death, 
April  24, 1779.  This  church  was  composed  of  members 
from  Hanover,  Norwich  and  Hartford,  and  public  worship 
was  held  both  in  the  College  Chapel  and  at  the  Meeting- 
house in  Hartford,  known  as  the  Dothan  Meeting-house. — 
Rev,  Sylvanus  Ripley,  Professor  of  Theology,  succeeded  Dr. 
Wheelock  as  pastor  until  November  1782,  wnen  Rev.  Jolm 
Smith,  D.D.  Professor  of  Languages,  was  associated  wi^ 
him.  Prof.  Ripley  died  {"eb.  5,  1787,  from  injuries  re- 
ceived by  being  thrown  from  a  sleigh,  at  the  aee  of  37.  Ihr. 
Smith  continued  to  act  as  pastor  of  that  church  till  his 
death,  April  30, 1809,  aged  56^— worship  being^  continued 
by  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Hartford  only.  The  change 
firom  the  Presbyterian  to  the  Congregational  form  of  govern^ 
ment  was  preceded  and  attended  with  bitter  dissensions, 
the  results  of  which  were  seen  in  the  neat  controversy 
betweoi  the  College  and  the  State  in  1816  and  '17.  Since 
then  no  schisms  Imve  existed  in  the  churcL  The  Meeting* 
house  at  Dartmouth  college  was  built  by  joint  subscription 
of  the  college  and  the  citizens,  the  pews  bemg  owned  as  pii- 
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vBte  property.  The  house  'was  dedicated  November  1796 — '• 
sermon  by  Kev.  John  Smith,  D.D.  The  building  adjacent 
for  occasional  meetings  and  lectures  was  built  in  1839.  An 
organ  was  first  erected  July  1852.  ,  The  con^egation  is 
made  up  almost  exclusively  of  people  living  within  one  mile 
of  the  Meeting-house,  making  a  population  of  about  1000. 
The  salary  of  the  minister  is  paid,  half  by  the  college  from 
any  funds  in  the  treasury  and  naif  by  subscriptions  of  the 
citizens.  In  the  village  is  an  Episcopal  church  and  society, 
three  miles  east  a  Baptist,  and  seven  miles  east  the  Oon^- 
rational  church  of  Hanover  Centre.  Other  denominations 
have  no  visibility.     The  population  of  Hanover  is  about  2500. 

The  Burying  Yard,  a  few  rods  west  of  the  Meeting-house, 
consisting  of  one  acre,  was  established  in  1771,  and  the  first 
interment  was  the  body  of  Rev.  John  Maltby  of  Connecticut. 
In  it  there  have  been  a  little  more  than  six  hundred  inter- 
ments, among  which  are  three  Presidents  of  the  College, 
seven  Professors,  students,  and  some  Indians,  pupils  of 
Moor's  charity  schooL  In  1845  this  resting  place  of  the 
dead  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  seven  acres  west  and 
north,  of  remarkabljr  variegated  surface.  The  new  part  is 
owned  by  a  corporation  caUed  the  "Dartmouth  Cemetery 
Association."  It  is  divided  into  lots  32  feet  by  24,  whicn 
are  for  sale  to  individuals — the  proceeds  being  applied  to 
the  improvement  of  the  grounds. 

Revivals. — In  this  respect  Dartmouth  CoU^  has  been 
a  fevered  spot.  Dr.  Wheelock  was  a  distinguished  laborer  in 
the  "jereat  awakening''  of  1740.  He  left  his  parish  in  Leba- 
non, Conn., — where  he  had  be$n  a  pastor  thirty  five  years  and 
had  been  an  intimate  co-laborer  with  Edwards— in  the  midst 
of  a  revival  in  August  1769.  and  came  to  Hanover  with  the 
same  spirit.  In  I^vember  tollowing,  after  the  first  labors  of 
making  the  settlement,  divine  influences  descended  on  his 
colony  of  70  or  80  persons,  which  were  universa^  felt  and 
whose  effects  were  felt  for  three  years.  In  1775  another 
refrediing  was  experienced,  resulting  in  the  conversion  of 
some,  and  a  general  reformation  of  morals  and  manners.  Li 
November  1*781,  when  the  village  and  college  had  obtained 
some  magnitude,  a  revival  was  experienced  under  the  minis- 
try of  Prof  Ripley  of  extraordimuy  power.  For  the  first 
two  months  the  work  of  Otoi  was  still  and  slow  in  its  prog- 
ress, but  in  January  it  became  powerful  and  universal  Jul 
four  days  upwards  of  twenty  were  converted.  Besides  these 
a  lai^  number  of  children  were  judged  to  be  the  subjects  of 
renewing  grace — ^in  one  school  23.  In  four  months  80  were 
added  to  the  chaiohi  from  the  village^  the  college^  uid 
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Moor's  charity  school  The  TriennM  Catalogne  shows  mort 
thm  half  the  students  in  the  coU^  at  that  time  as  minis* 
ters  of  the  gospel.  A  member  of  this  church,  now  living, 
describes  in  glowing  terms  the  surprising  power  of  the  woA — 
arresting  the  attention  and. suspending  the  ordinary  business 
of  every  person,  in  the  contemplation  of  eternal  things. — 
Week  days  were  like  the  Sabbath,  and  audiences  ^?rere  sol* 
emn  as  the  grave. 

In  1788,  under  the  ministry  of  Professor  Smith  a  revival 
occurred  of  which  few  records  exist,  except  that  14  were 
added  to  the  church.  In  1805,  under  the  ministry  of  Pio£ 
Shurtleff  a  work  of  more  power  was  granted.  Twenty  stu- 
dents and  as  many  citizens  were  the  subjects  of  this  wtwk. 
But  in  1815,  was  probably  the  most  extensive  and  precious 
revival  in  the  history  of  this  church.  The  first  indication 
was  the  serious  resolution  of  Messrs.  Temple  and  Gtxxlale 
of  missionary  celebrity,  together  with  some  other  pious  stu- 
dents, that  they  would  every  day  talk,  each  with  some  stu- 
dent or  other  person  whom  they  judged  unconverted,  and 
urffe  them  to  Christ.  T}iis  resolution  was  carried  into  effect 
and  the  fruits  of  it  soon  appeared  in  the  universal  religious 
interest  which  marked  the  revival  of  1781-2.  In  one  week 
more  than  for^  expressed  joyfully  the  Christian  hope,  and 
in  four  weeks  60  students  and  60  citizens  were  supposed  to 
be  converted.  The  names  of  Temple  and  Goodale,  for  the 
part  they  took  in  this  work,  are  precious  in  the  memory  of 
those  who  survive.  In  1819,  another  revival  waa  enjoyed, 
with  16  additions  to  the  church — a  part  of  them  students. 

In  1821  the  Spirit  of  Gk)d  again  visited  the  church  in  a 
work  of  great  power.  It  commenced  in  the  spring  vacatioDL 
and  when  the  students  returned  they  were  surprised  9sA 
awed,  and  constrained  to  give  their  undivided  attention  to 
divine  things.  At  this  season,  twenty  students  and  eighty 
citizens  were  thought  to  be  suDJects  of  converting  grace.  In 
1826  there  was  another  work  in  which  forty  persons  joined 
tiiis  church,  of  whom  thirteen  were  students ;  and  other 
students  were  converted  who  joined  elsewhere.  "  In  1831," 
says  the  pastor  at  that  time,  ''a  protracted  meeting  was 
held.    At  the  close  a  considerable  number  were  * 

impressed.    Prayer  meetings  were  attended  every 
thrbogfa  the  summer,  and  inquiry  meetings  weeHy. 
was  opporition,  but  many  were  inquiring  what  they  miu 
to  be  saved*    The  death  of  one  of  the  most  pious  stu< 
—-able  as  he  was  to  talk  and  give  warning  to  smners — ] 
on  tfie  woik.    Between  thirty  and  forty  became  hopefn 
jects  of  grace.    A  good  proportion  of  these  were  m  '^ 
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of  cdlege/'  In  1834  there  was  a  reyival  in  which  it  was 
thon^t  about  ahundied  persons  were  conyerted^  of  whom  one 
fourth  were  students.  In  1843  a  revival  occurred  during  the 
short  winter  term,  when  most  of  the  students  were  abs^it. 
About  fifty  gave  evidence  of  a  change,  of  whom  thirty  joined 
this  church.  In  this  work,  the  Youn^  Ladies'  school  kept  by 
Mrs.  Peabody  largely  shared.  Since  men  the  Lord  has  added 
yearly  if  not  daily  some,  such  as  we  trust  will  be  saved. 

Thus  the  Lord  has  smiled  on  the  institution  of  Dartmouth 
coll^  in  giving  oft  repeated  showers  of  grace  ;  and  the  small 
popmation  of  the  village,  ranging  from  five  hundred  to  seven 
hundred  and  fifty,  its  present  number,  has  shared  in  the 
blessing.  Of  the  2889  alumni  of  the  college,  one-third  have 
either  become  ministers  of  the  gospel  or  are  preparing  for 
the  sacred  ministry.  The  Triennial  of  Andover  for  1854, 
exhibits  222  Dartmouth  students  instructed  there,  the  largest 
number  of  any  college,  and  the  Annual  for  1855  ^ves  the 
names  of  22  tnen  in  the  Seminary.  Other  theological  sem- 
inaries show  others  on  their  respective  cataloraes. 

Dr.  Wheelock  fondly  hoped  to  educate  and  convert  many 
of  the  Indians.  That  hopje  for  the  most  part  proved  abor- 
tive, but  the  Lord  ^ded  him  to  a  nobler  work  in  laying  foun- 
dations for  the  fittmg  of  so  great  a  number  of  ministers,  who 
fibould  go  everjrwhere  preachmg  the  gospel,  and  of  so  mwy 
who  have  become  pillars  and  ornaments  in  the  State.  Ho 
was  a  man  of  lai^  views,  untiring  perseverance,  and  much 
unction.  The  writer  has  before  nim  a  manuscript  sermon 
of  his,  written  on  a  sur&ce  not  much  lar^r  than  one  page 
of  letter  paper,  ^'  On  the  divine  annointing.''  It  renects 
much  of  his  spirit.  There  are  many  names  of  those  who 
sleep,  connected  with  this  church,  of  whom  it  would  be  a  pleas- 
ure to  speak  did  these  limits  permit.  Jabez  Eellc^  {Deacon) 
was  a  gc)dly  man,  earnest  and  assiduous  in  his  Master's  ser- 
vice ;  Ebenezer  Adams  (Professor)  was  remarkable  for  his 
stable,  consistent  and  enduring  course,  and  for  his  unques- 
tionable love  for  Christ  and  his  cause.  Mrs.  Susanna  Smithy 
wife  of  Prof.  John  Smith,  was  a  pattern  of  affectionate 
devotedness  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  which  gathered  daily 
strength  to  the  end  of  her  long  liie— Dec.  20, 1845.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Chamberlain,  wife  of  Prof  Chamberlain,  was  distin- 
guished for  bfer  Cmistian  intelligence,  the  warmtiii  of  her 
Christian  aflfoctions,  and  her  zeal  in  every  Christian  work. — 
Her  premature  death  March  15, 1848,  age  47,  was  a  great 
loss.  Jabez  Warren  who  died  April  7, 1854,  was  a  ^ttem 
of  Christian  integrity,  sustained  m  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances—a man  who  swore  to  his  own  hurt  and  chimged  not. 
36 
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When  Dc  T/^edodc  came  from  Oongtegal^nal  Oomaeti- 
oot^  he  foimd  a  sferong  tSBcteiu^  in  ibis  xejgioii  io  PjpedbTte- 
rian  fbnni.  Either  at  that  time  or  soon  after,  Ito  Giamn 
Preebfteiy  was  mstftoted,  oompriaing  a  doien  or  more 
dmrohes  m  New  HannMUie  ana  Yenaont.  Dr.  Wheelock 
and  hk  dmrch  jomed  tiiis  Presbyteiy,  which  horn  1800 
waned  and  at  length  died — ^Ihe  <Aurohes  one  after  anotiMr 
becoming  Congtej^ttionaL  The  records  of  that  Preslq^tay 
are  siqyrosed  to  have  been  bnmt  in  the  fire  which  eonsamed 
the  dwelling  of  Dr.  Bnrronghs  of  HanoTer  Oentre.  Some- 
thing concerning  it  may  be  fonnd  in  the  controversial  pam- 
phlets of  1815,  viz. ''  Sketches  of  tiie  History  of  DartmoaA 
College/'—''  Tme  and  ConduBe  Narmtive  of  Ghnroh  Diffiool- 
tiee  in  jBbmover,'' — ''  Vindication  of  the  official  condnct  of 
the  Tmstees  of  Dartmoaih  College,''  and  Freeman's  ''  Befii- 
tation  of  Sundiy  Aspersions.''  One  rdic  of  that  bitter  con- 
troversy, in  the  nature  of  a  monument,  yet  remains  heie  in 
ibe  person  of  Increase  Kfmball  who,  a  member  of  the  new 
church,  but  taking  sides  witii  the  old,  then  let  grow  fbe 
beard  whidi  he  stfll  wean  in  testimony  of  tie  right.  "Bid  is 
still  a  member  in  good  standing  of  tnis  chuid^fais  truly 
Ohristian  spirit  controlliog  in  a  wondaftd  decree  the  aberF»- 
tions  of  his  intellect,  now  of  forty  years  stanoinff.  Let  this 
testimony  to  his  worth  stand  in  tiiese  historical  ODetduM. 

The  name  of  Meaaer  Wheelock  is  indelibly  stamped  cm 
Dartmouth  OoUege  and  the  church  at  Dartmouth  doUe^ 
It  is  proper  to  dose  this  sketch  with  the  inseription  which 
may  yet  oe  mad  on  hfa  farctonmonmBent  in  the  l)artniou& 


Here  rests  tiie  body  of 

ELEAZBB  WHEELOCK,  S.  T.  D. 

Founder  and  First  Preaodent  of  Dartmouth 

College  and  Hoor^s  Charity  Bdiool.    By  ti»  goqpel,  he 

subdued  the  ferocity  of  the  savage,  and  to 

the  civilized  he  opened  new 

paUisofsdence. 

Trav^er,  0o,  if  you  can,  and  deserve  the 

sublime  rewaid  of  such  merit.    Hip 

was  bom  in  the  year  1710, 

aad  died  in  1779. 
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The  town  is  abtmt  aa  miles  equaie,  wA  by  the  cenow  of 
1890  oontained  a  population  of  2350;  which  is  ^  by  300 
than  in  1830.  Through  the  eaotem  p#rt  of  the  town  tujx» 
Moose  mountain,  and  four  school  districts  on  its  ^asj^em  ae- 
cUvity  ase  ohieAy  cut  off  from  connection  with  Hanorer. 

The  early  settlers  of  Hanover  were  from  Windham  coun- 
ty Ooxm.  Cd.  Edmund  Freeman  was  the  first.  He  came 
fiom  Mansfield;  Conn.;  in  May,  1765.  The  settlers  took 
early  measures  to  secure  the  preaching  of  the  gospel;  and  to 
Qstamish  it  permanently.  In  1766  they  employe^  Bev. 
Knight  SaxtoU;  mi  the  place  of  meeting  was  a  log  atrqc-* 
tuxe  on  the  CennecticuiL.  five  miles  north  of  the  colk|0S| 
adjacent  to  Bush's  islan^^  (so  called  frrai  the  oimAr^-we 
grand&ther  of  Prof  George  Bush.)  The  pulpit  in  thjin 
stmctute  was  made  of  the  segment  of  a  laige  noUow  bass 
wood  tree.  Mr.  Sa?:ton  preached  in  the  sunmxers  of  1766 
and  1767.  By  1772;  the  people,  as  a  town,  had  built  a 
Meeting-house  at  the  Centre.  It  stood  a  little  south  of  the 
parsonage  occupied  by  their  pnesent  minister.  This  year, 
1772.  Bev.  Eden  Burrougjbs  reoeived  an  invitation  to  /pet^O; 
which  he  aocepted;  and  was  ivtaUed.  By  the  charter  of  the 
town;  hO;  as  msi  settled  ministor;  received  a  right  of  land? 
3^  acres.  A  salary  was  voted  him.  and  he  contisned  their 
nunister  till  November;  1809;  when  ne  m»  diionissed.  That 
all  this  was  done  town-wise  is  addent  from  the  &ct  that, 
befi>re  his  dievoission;  Dr.  Bmrroqghs  broudit  a  smt  99m9k 
the  town  for  arrears  of  salary,  and  recovered.  The  |<teet»yig- 
hoanae  semained  till  the  year  1797,  when  it  vm  iHmt  by  an 
incendianr. 

This  church  in  the  early  part  of  Pr.  Burrw^b's  nnmstigr 
was  Presbyterian— 'When,  preoisely;  that  connection  was  jG^m- 
ed;  does  not  appear.  But  in  March;  1784;  Dr.  Buttou^ 
having  become  (fisaffected;  renounced  rresb^^te^  Aschiam 
was  the  consequence;  and  Dr.  BurroudiiS;  with  a  part  of  the 
churdi  and  poople.  seceded  and  bniu  a  Meeting-house  m 
the  xK>rth  sine  of  the  common;  where  they  worshiped-^,  De- 
cember; 1786;  Dr.  Burroughs  was  formally  ezcommnnioated 
by  the  Grafton  Presbytery;  which  oensure  however  was  re- 
moved in  1793.  But  toymg  joiued  the  Windsor  (Congregft- 
tional)  Association;  and  his  church  baring  become  Qo^ffegfir- 
ticmal,  be  refiised  to  return. 

I  %T  s«r.  joidi  BWiMd^  no. 
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The  other  part  of  the  church,  adhering  to  Ptesbytery,  in 
1788  cdled  Kev.  Samuel  Collins ;  and  in  Nbvember  of  that 
year  he  was  ordained,  and  remained  in  that  relation  tiU 
1796,  when  he  was  dismissed.  This  church  occupied  the  old 
Meeting-house,  which  was  burnt.  In  1796  a  new  Meeting- 
house was  built  a  little  north  of  the  burying-yard.  This 
new  edifice  was  occupied  by  transient  preachers  till  1814, 
when  Dr.  Burroughs  being  removed  and  the  schism  bein^  in 
a  measure  healed,  the  two  parties  were  organized  anew  into 
a  church,  and  the  people  united  in  the  settlement  and  ordi- 
nation of  Rev.  Josiah  Towne.  The  church  was  from  that 
time  fuUv  Congregational,  and  worship  was  held  thenceforth 
onlv  in  the  house  built  in  1796. 

Mr.  Towne  was  settled  bv  voluntary  subscription,  on  a  sal- 
ary of  four  hundred  and  mtj  dollars.  He  was  dismissed  in 
1833.  PrecedingMr.  Towne's settlement  in  1811, Rev.  Ben- 
jamin White  of  Thetford  had  preached  temporarily  with  stir- 
ring effect.  A  revival  was  experienced,  which  prepared  Ae 
way  for  the  imion,  and  in  the  early  part  of  Mr.  Towne's  min- 
istry the  house  was  filled  with  a  large  con^r^tion.  But  in 
his  later  ministry  there  was  a  ^reat  fidlmg  off.  June  22, 
1836,  Rev.  John  Birkby.  an  En^hman,  was  inst^ed,  ana 
he  was  dismissed  April  24, 1839. 

In  May,  1840,  Rev.  Jolm  M.  Ellis  was  installed,  and  dis- 
missed October,  1842.  The  Meeting-house  built  in  1796 
having  become  dilapidated,  the  society  under  the  ministry 
of  Mr.  Ellis  built  another.  This  is  the  house  now  occupied, 
standing  a  few  rodS  north  of  its  predecessor.  The  other 
structures  have  all  been  demolished.  Rev.  David  Kiniball 
supplied  them  for  about  two  years  and  a  half,  comimerUung 
in  JNovember,  1845.  ^ 

In  November,  1850,  Rev.  A.  H.  Cutter  was  installed  and 
still  remains  the  pastor.  The  society  own  a  parsonage  with 
an  acre  of  land,  which  constitutes  part  of  the  salary.  The 
church  at  Hanover  Centre  has  had  a  checkered  history^  hav- 
ing experienced  great  reverses^  and  received  many  smiles  of 
Divine  Providence.  The  schism  imder  Dr.  Burroughs  was 
unfortunate ;  for  in  the  decline  of  the  Presbyterian  part  a 
door  was  opened  for  the  introduction  of  various  sectanes. — 
The  baptist  church  originated  by  occasion  of  this,  and  after- 
wards there  were  many  secessions  to  other  denominations. 
A  constant  emigration  of  late  years  has  weakened  the  churdL 
and  stiU  draws  hard  upon  it.  But  the  church  h^  enjoyed 
seasons  of  refreshing,  and  many  have  been  bom  there  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  trained  for  a  higher  and  a  bet- 
ter state.    A  large  number  of  professional  men  have  oriffr 
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nated.  or  received  their  early  traimiuN  within  the  limits  of 
this  church,  A  sennon  preached  at  Hanover,  Nov.  18, 1849, 
by  Bev.  Eden  B.  Foster,  now  of  Lowell,  Ms.,  grandson  of  Dr. 
Burroughs— occasioned  by  the  death  of  Bev.  B.  N.  Wright 
of  Illinois,  who  was  a  native  of  Hanover — gives  a  catalogue 
of  78  sucL  Of  these,  21  were  ministers — a  large  share  con- 
verts under  the  ministiv  of  Mr.  ,Towne — 31  were  physicians, 
and  15  of  the  le^  profession ;  and  of  the  whole  number  37 
received  a  coUefflate  education. 

Dr.  Burroughs,  with  many  eccentricities,  was  a  man  of 
strong  mind,  good  sense,  and  a  sound  and  zealous  preacher 
— excelling  in  extemporaneous  efforts.  He  gained  and  held 
the  affections  of  his  people  in  a  remarkable  degree.  He  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  a  graduate  of  Yale  coll^  in  1757, 
and  was  first  settled  as  a  mmister  in  Killinely  of  that  State. 
After  his  dismission  from  Hanover  he  preached  four  years  in 
Sartford,  Y t.,  in  the  church  known  as  the  Dothan  church, 
which  had  constituted  a  part  of  the  Presbyterian  chmrch  at 
Dartmouth  college.  Here  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  on  the  road  between  Norwich  and  White  Biver 
village.  On  the  stene  which  marks  his  grave  the  traveler 
may  read  the  following  inscription : 

The  body  of 

X       BEV.   BDIN  BUBBOUGHS,   D.D. 

who  died  May  22, 1813,  in  his  76th  year. 

His  wife  Abigail  died  four 

days  before  him. 

Mr.  Collins  was  universally  esteemed  as  a  devoted  and 
excellent  Christian  minister.  But  as  the  better  part  of  the 
church  and  society  followed  Dr.  Burroi^hs,  his  path  was 
through  many  trials,  not  the  least  of  whidi  was  extreme 
povertv.  After  his  dismission  he  was  settled  in  Craftsbuiy, 
Vt.,  where  he  died.  Mr.  Towne  was  a  native  of  Belcher- 
town,  Ms.,  and  was  graduated  at  Middlebury  college  in  1812. 
His  ministry,  while  eminently  successM  in  the  early  part, 
— ^revivals  occurring  in  1815, 1821,  and  1826, — ^is  understood 
to  have  suffered  in  the  later  part  by  an  unhappy  method 
of  opposing  errorists  in  the  pulpit.  After  his  disTnisaion  he 
removed  to  Illinois,  where  he  died  in  1855.  Mr.  Birkby  was 
a  man  of  good  abilities  and  attainments;  but  bein^  a  for- 
eigner he  miled  to  assimilate  with  the  people,  and  his  stay 
was  short.  Nothing  unpleasant  or  particularly  injurious  to 
the  church  attended  his  difimission.  Mr.  Ellis,  having  en- 
joyed an  interesting  revival  wij;h  his  people,  was  disabled 
aiid  dismissed  from  a  severe  bronchial  wection.    He  leoov- 
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the  discharge  m  agendes  fer  various  benevolent  sodeti^.^-- 
H^  died  at  Nashua)  Ao^.  6,  1855^  i^ed  62.  Among  ffae 
troikiinent  members  of  the  chnrch  at  H^soter  Centre,  acre 
the  names  of  Freeman,  Curticte,  Pumeo  (Huffomot^)  Foster, 
WriAt.  Smith,  Kendrick. 

T&  Baptiirt  Meeting-hotiBe  neat  Hill  tiflage  was  built  in 
1827.  Its  paston  hate  been  Isaac  Bridgman,  Jesse  Oobom, 
Joseph  Sitwyer.  Mr.  Strong,  Jonathan  Green,  uaidel  F.  Bidr- 
ardson,  and  Gnarles  Net^all — the  last  two,  nradnates  of 
t)artmoath  college.  In  1840  the  Methodists  bnilt  a  honae 
on  Dartmouth  P&in,  and  after  occupying  it  ten  years,  srdd 
the  btiilding  to  the  Episcopalians,  wbo  now  worship  m  il 
At  preseht,  the  Methodists  have  do  TisiMe  otganlzatioti  in 
the  town. 


HAVERHILU 

:  Bar.  Edwabd  n.  dmsnsT. 

The  first  Congregational  church  was  organized  Oct.  13, 
1790,  about  thii^  years  subsequent  to  the  first  settlement 
of  the  town.  l^ei«  had  not  been,  however,  during  this 
period,  a  total  destitution  of  the  preaching  of  the  goepeL — 
It  is  recorded  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town,  who  were  for 
the  most  part  fix)m  Massachusetts,  that  they  were  strict  in 
their  reUgious  principles,  and  all  attended  religious  worship 
on  the  Sabbath.  The  infant  setttement,  confi^  mostly  to 
the  meadows  along  the  banks  of  tiie  Gonnectscnt,  was  tot 
wme  time  so  intimately  connected  with  one  made  at  the 
itttttie  time  across  the  river  in  Newbury,  Vt.,  as  to  constitute 
With  it.  in  fiK^t,  but  one  settlement.  Oharters  were  obtain- 
ed by  l)oth  towns  the  same  year,  1763.  A  town  meeting, 
the  first  under  the  charter,  was  holden  at  Newbuiy  in  tm 
summer  of  that  ^ear,  at  which  it  was  voted  ^'to  unite  with 
Haverhill  in  patmg  a  preacher  for  the  term  of  two  or  time 
months,  tins  ftdi  or  wmter.''  This  was  only  two  years  after 
the  first  dwelling  had  Ix^n  erected  in  either  town,  and  while 
UbSd  inhabitants,  as  yet  Very  few,  were  struggling  with  the 
hardships  and  embarrassments  of  a  new  settl^ent.  In  the 
autumn  of  the  succeedinj^  year,  a  church  was  gathered  and 
organised  at  Newbury  Is^gh  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Bey.  Peter  Powers,  '*  composed  of  member  fiom  both  sidee  ttf 
the  river."  ^'The  two  settilements  also  united  in  fcmilil;  an 
ecdesiastical  iodetf,  Which  uhion  continued  neatly  twenty 
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yman.''  TUs  hm  tiie  flnl  cAnidi  oiganiied  is  the  Tilkf 
of  the  Conneotiaat  above  Charleetowiu  Mr.  Powes  wm 
installed  m  its  poster  Feb.  27,  176&  The  vete  of  the 
ehurok  and  aoeiety;  after  ipeoi^ing  tiie  time  of  the  installa* 
tion,  the  miaiatert  and  ennxehea  whioh  shoidd  oonrtitate 
the  council,  and  the  delate  who  should  represent  the  town 
in  it,  direots  that  *^iibB  oouncU  shall  meet  for  said  mstall- 
ment  domi  oomKbnf  Kniare  U  •»  tiwitgU  hut"  It  was  too 
much  to  ask  of  the  couneil  to  oome  to  them  in  the  fiir  off 
wil^iBess,  so  they  went  to  the  council.  The  place  ^^down 
oamitry''  where  it  convened  and  perfonned  the  installatkm 
services,  was  HoUis,  N«  H.,  the  pastor  elect  pceadung  his 
own  infiHkalktioa  sermon. 

Mr.  Powers  aimears  to  have  been  a  very  godly  and  £uth- 
{hi  minist^,  and  nis  ministrations  to  have  li^en  duly  appre* 
eiated.  In  those  days  it  was  deemed  ^^disreputable  and 
sinful''  to  be  absent  fiom  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath 
without  a  valid  excuse.  And  it  was  no  tnfUng  hiadianoe 
which,  hi  the  piimitive  simjdicity  of  those  days,  would  oox^ 
stitutea  valid  excuse  for  absence.  Fam^es  fifom  ther^note 
parta  of  Haverhill  were  reguhr  attendants  on  tiie  Sabbatih 
service,  who  had  six  or  eight  nnles  to  walk  by  a  bridle  patii 
ihrougn  the  woods,  the  parents,  in  some  cases,  carrying  each 
in  thmr  arms  a  child  too  young  to  bear  the  fotigue  of  the 
way.  We  can  discern  at  this  distance  no  traces  of  what 
would  now  be  denominated  a  ^'revival''  under  his  ministiy, 
but  ihere  were  considerable  additions  to  the  church  fiom 
time  to  time«  Troubles  growing  out  of  his  preaching  and 
efforts  in  bdialf  of  the  ^rugffhnff  coloniee^  dunng  the  war 
of  the  Bevolution,  resulted  innis  dismisHal  m  1782.  and  also 
in  a  virtual  dissolution  of  the  union  between  Newmuy  and 
HavtthiU  in  eodesiastical  ccmc^ns.  Mr.  Powers  contumed 
to  preach  in  HaveihiQ  for  a  year  or  two  subseqnent  to  his 
dismissal,  after  whidi  there  appears  to  ha?ve  be<m  no  stated 
preadung  here  till  1791.  Ewurts  were  made  to  induce  the 
town  to  s^tle  a  nunister,  but  a  want  of  unanimity  ef  fod- 
iag  between  diffdrent  parts  of  the  town  made  these  efforts 
fruttless.  An  attempt  to  get  the  town  divided,  so  that  tibe 
south  pwt  might  settle  a  minister,  also  foiled.  A  period  <tf 
great  flqpirituid  darkness  and  of  abounding  wickedness  came 
on.  An  ejre-witness  reports,  ^^there  was  no  Sabbath,  and 
thM«  were  but  three  men  in  aU  the  legkni,  who  were  pro* 
fessoBS  of  reUgion."  There  was  then  no  minister  in  tha 
vietnitr.  In  these  ctrcumstsMee  there  oeemntod  a  very 
gen^»l  and  powetful  revival  of  religion.  Scaroely  a  house  in 
the  soatii  part  of  the  tein  was  left  unvisitod  by  tiie ; 
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ingand  oonverting  Spirit.  It  does  not  distinctly  appear 
what  means  we^  blessed  to  this  end.  Perhaps  the  seed 
planted  so  long  before  by  Mr.  Powers  was  then  springing 
up.  One  of  the  converts  traced  her  first  awakening  to  ter- 
ror,  inspired  by  the  thought  that  there  were  none  here  to  pray 
for  her. 

In  that  revival  the  present  church  had  its  origin.  It 
consisted,  at  its  organization,  of  23  members,  all  received  on 
profession  of  their  £Edth.  Pretty  large  additions  were  soon 
made  to  this  number,  including  a  considerable  accession 
fiom  the  adjacent  town  of  Fiermont.  In  1792  Bev.  Ethan 
Smith  was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church.  An 
e£fort  was  made  to  induce  the  town  to  settle  him,  but  it 
fidled,  and  the  church,  toother  with  aportion  of  the  people, 
bcNcame  responsible  for  his  support.  He  remained  its  pastor 
till  1799.  In  the  early  part  of  his  ministry  the  church  grew 
and  prospered.  There  arose  a  protracted  controversy  with 
the  church  at  Newbuij,  and  there  were  besides  several 
unpleasant  cases  oi  discipline  by  which  the  cause  of  religion 
suffered,  and  for  a  long  period  very  few  were  added  to  the 
church.  It  may  be  worthy  of  note  as  an  indication  of  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  that  five  members  were  excommunicated 
for  deserting  the  church  and  joining  the  Baptists.  Want 
of  adequate  support  is  the  cause  alleged  for  the  diBmisfial  of 
Mr.  Smith. 

After  an  interval  of  two  and  a  half  vears,  Bev.  John 
Smith  became  pastor  of  the  church  by  ordination.  He  was 
settled  by  the  town.  He  was  dismissed  and  deposed  from 
the  ministry  in  1807.  The  church  was  then  destitute  of  a 
pastor  ei^t  years.  It  was  a  period  of  discouragement  and 
gloom.  The  things  that  remained  were  ready  to  die.  The 
members  from  Piermont,  about  thirty  in  number,  were  dis- 
missed to  form  a  new  church  there.  The  usual  causes  were 
at  work  thinning  the  ranks  of  the  church,  and  there  were 
none  to  fill  the  place  of  the  Men.  In  1814,  out  of  90  who 
up  to  that  date  nad  been  connected  with  it,  only  12  remain- 
ed. But  in  this  its  di^kest  hour,  Glod  again  appeared  for 
the  church  which  owed  its  existence  to  so  signala  display 
of  his  grace.  In  1814  a  revival  commenced,  as  at  the  be^- 
ning,  when  there  was  no  one  here  to  preach  the  gospeL  In 
the  summer  of  that  year,  shortly  after  the  seriousness  com- 
menced, Bev.  Q^rant  rowers,  then  in  feeble  health, — so  mudi 
80  as  to  be  actually  on  his  way  home,  as  he  thought  to  die- 
spent  a  Sabbath  here,  became  interested  in  the  people  and 
they  in  him,  and  remained  to  labor  with  them.  The  re^nilt 
was  that  he  was  ordained  their  pastor  in  January  1815,  and 
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continued  his  labors  with  ihem  till  1829.  Another  reyiTal 
occurred  in  1823.  During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Powers  about 
one  hundred  were  added  to  the  church  by  profession.  Some 
alienation  of  feeling  arising  out  of  a  controversy  with  the 
Methodists  and  firom  other  sources,  to  relieve  his  friends  of  a 
too  heavy  burden  in  providing  for  his  pecuniary  support,  he 
asked  and  received  a  dismission.  About  the  time  of  Mr. 
Powers'  settlement  the  parish,  which  previously  had  embrac- 
ed the  whole  town,  beetle  contracts  to  its  present  very 
narrow  limits.  In  the  summer  of  1831,  before  the  vacancv 
occasioned  by  the  removal  of  Mr.  Powers  was  supplied, 
occuned  a  revival,  perhaps  the  most  powerful  ever  enjoyed 
by  the  church.  As  the  mdts  of  it  aoout  sixty  were  added 
to  the  church.  In  December  of  that  year,  Bev.  Henry 
Wood  was  installed  its  pastor.  His  ministry  here  continued 
till  March  1835,  when,  at  his  request,  he  was  dismissed  to 
become  pastor  of  the  church  at  Dartmouth  coU^.  In 
June  fidlowing  his  dismissal^  Bev.  Joseph  Qibbs  became 
pastor  of  the  church  by  ordmation.  *  Almost  immediately 
after  his  settlement  his  health  feiiled.  He  lingered,  laboring 
occasionally  as  he  was  able,  till  April  1837,  when  he  died, 
ffreatl^  li^nted.  Twenty  were  aaded  to  the  church  under 
his  mmistry,  though  there  was  no  ^neral  revival 

A  little  more  tluin  a  year  after  his  decease,  in  June  1838, 
Bev.  Archibald  Fleming  was  installed  in  the  pastorate  of 
the  church.  He  was  iusmissed  in  1841.  Seventeen  were 
added  to  the  church  by  profession  under  his  ministry.  yThis 
was  the  period  of  the  ultra-abolition  excitement  which  swqit 
over  the  churches  of  this  region.  Mr.  Fleming  carried  the 
cburch  safely  through  it,  but  not  without  awakening  feelings 
which  made  his  pecuniary  support  somewhat  difficult,  and 
he  deemed  it  advisable  to  leave,  much,  however,  against  the 
wishes  of  a  large  part  of  his  Mends.  In  February  following 
his  dismissal,  (lo42,)  Bev.  Samuel  Delano  was  installs 
over  the  diurch.  and  continued  his  pastoral  labors  with  it 
till  January  1847.  At  the  commencement  of  his  ministry 
there  occumd  a  revival  which  brought  about  thirty  five  into 
the  church.  Forty  one  were  added  to  it  by  profession  dur- 
ing his  minist^.  After  his  dismissal  the  vacancy  was  sup- 
plied by  Bev.  Moses  0.  Searle  for  two  years,  during  which 
?)riod  13  made  a  public  profession  of  their  fidth  in  Christ, 
he  present  pastor^  Bev.  £.  H.  Greeley  was  ordained  in 
November  1849.  Smce  that  time  41  hiave  been  added  to 
the  church  by  profession. 

This  church  nas  never  had  any  permanent  fund  for  the 
support  of  the  gospel  ,  The  salary  of  its  pastors  is  raised  by 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Mt  OBABMH  OOOSTT. 

a  TK^trntaffy  Bobecriptioii.  Ilie  amcnmt  raoeired  Ibj  some  of 
its  earifer  paston  am  not  been  aacertomed.  Mr.  Wood  was 
setikd  for  fiw  years  on  a  taluy  of  9000;  Mr,  Gibbs  on  tl» 
same  conditions ;  Mr.  Fleming's  salaiy  was  at  first  fixed  at 
|500y— fifty  dollars  were  afterwards  added.  Mr.  Delano 
was  to  have  what  the  parish  was  wiUing  to  8Bl)6eribe,  the 
sahscription  for  the  first  year  amonnting  to  nearly  9600.— 
The  present  pastor  has  a  salaiy  of  9600.  A  company  of 
individuals  in  the  diurch  own  a  noose  whidi  is  intended  fbr 
the  pastor's  nse.  Collections  fi»r  benevolent  objects  ana 
tak^i  up  at  the  dose  ot  each  communion  service.  The 
whole  amount  raised  last  year  for  benevolent  purposes 


9467,12.  In  1840  it  was  9196.19 ;  in  1847^  9285,26 ;  and 
in  1852,  9276,36.  There  have  been  no  schisms  or  internal 
dissensions  in  this  church  of  very  observable  extent  or  vety 
mariced,  permanent  influence.  It  is  thowht  that  the  kpsi 
of  forty  years  has  wrought  no  very  man»»3t  dumce  in  the 
ffeneial  standard  of  piely  in  the  church.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  there  is  less  open  widkednesi  in  the  communi* 
tf  now  than  then.  A  tiiorough  invest^ation  was  made  two 
vears  since  to  ascertain  the  attendance  upon  pubfic  worshq^ 
in  the  parish.  It  was  found  that  out  of  618  of  suitable  age 
to  attend  public  worship,  199;  or  about  32  per  cent.,  were 
regular  attendants ;  157,  or  a  Ut^  more  thim  25  per  cent., 
were  occasional  att^dants :  and  262,  or  more  than  42  per 
cent.,  non-attendants.  Tne  average  attendance  on  thfl 
Sabbath,  in  pleasant  weather,  is  about  220.  The  averaM 
attendance  on  public  worship  in  the  town  is  not  certaimy 
asoertained,  but  is  believea  to  be  not  tar  fixna  400.  Axi 
unusually  laige  proportion  of  the  members  of  thisdnndi 
have  always  heen  ftmales.  Of  church  members  now  resi* 
dent,  90  are  females.  Its  pecuniaiy  burdens  therefore 
fiJl  on  comparatively  few.  It  will  be  observed  tiiat  it  owos 
its  existence  and  preservation  to  revivals,  and  it  is  a  remaik> 
able  feature  in  these  revivals  that  so  many  have  oocuired 
when  it  has  be^i  destitute  of  a  pastor,  tt  is  a  viae  which 
has  been  planted  and  watted  by  the  Great  Shepherd.  It 
is  abp  worthy  of  note  that  about  three*fourt^  of  the  aooea^ 
sions  to  its  numbers  for  &e  last  twenty  five  years,  havB 
eomd  from  the  Sabbath  School.  The  Sabbath  School  baa 
here,  in  later  years,  been  emphattoally  the  nursery  of  tba 
chuidi. 
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HAVEBHILL  HORTH .• 

For  more  than  half  a  centuiy  after  its  first  settlement  the 
town  of  Haverhill  constituted  one  parish*  The  first  two 
pastors  of  the  first  choroh  were^  according  to  the  custom  of 
thote  days,  ministers  of  the  town.  Its  territorial  dimen- 
pions^  together  with  the^  location  of  the  great  body  of  its 
inhabitants^  rendered  it  inconvenient  for  them  to  meet  in 
one  place.  This  led  to  alternate^  meetings  in  the  north  and 
Boutn  parts  of  the  town^  and  ultimately^  in  1815^  to  a  divi- 
jaion  of  it  into  two  pwshes. 

In  June  1815  a  church  was  organized  in  the  north  paridk. 
As  nearly  as  can  now  be  ascertained^  it  consisted  originally  of 
about  forty  members.  A  part  of  these  had  previously 
belonged  to  the  first  church,  and  a  part  to  the  church  in 
Bath.  Others  were  firom  time  to  time  added,  making  a  total 
of  eighty  eight  who,  up  to  the  present  time,  have  been  mem* 
bers  of  it.  Of  these  only  ten  now  remain  connected  with  it. 
This  church  has  had  no  settled  pastor,  and,  for  the  most 
part,  has  been  destitute  even  of  a  stated  supply.  It  has 
alwaysbeen  too  fi^eUe  to  assume  the  entire  support  of  apastor, 
and,  for  most  of  the  preaclnn^  which  it  has  enjoyed,  it  has 
been  in  part  dependent  on  nussionarv  aid.  It  is  not  known 
that  it  hBB  enjoyed  a  single  revival  oi  religion  of  any  consid- 
erable extent.  Its  present  prospects  are  <&rk,  but  what  may 
be  in  store  for  it  is  known  only  to  the  Qreat  Head  of  the 
ohurch.  Who  knows  but  He  may^  return  and  visit  this  vine, 
which  has  struggled  so  long  to  maintain  a  feeble  existence  in 
a  barren  soil,  and  cause  it  to  revive  and  flourish  ? 


HEBRON.    GROTON.f 

B«r.  LiBA  COMAIT. 

Gbotow.— Its  first  name  was  CockennoutL  It  was  grant** 
ed  in  1761.  and  re^granted  five  years  afterwards.  In  1770^ 
Gould,  Melvin,  Hobeurt,  Bennet  and  Farley,  made  a  settie^ 
Biekrt  amid  many  sufifenngs  during  the  first  winter,  in  oonse^ 
quence  of  having  feiled  to  raise  enough  to  sustain  tbenH 
comfortably.    In  1796  it  took  its  present  name. 

In  1779  a  Congrecational  church  was  formed,  and  Bar. 
Samuel  Perley  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1763  was  settled. 
He  was  dismissed  in  1785.  In  the  sunoundiitt  towns  some 
believers  in  Ohiist  were  found,  and  a  suooenul  effort  was 

•SlMlQlibrlUT.a.  H.Qml«7.   t  Skfttll  by  Oenpllet. 
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made  to  bring  them  into  one  church.  ^  Over  this  Bey. 
Thomas  Page  was  ordained  in  1790,  and  its  nnmbers  were 
quite  large  ;  he  continued  until  his  death  May  3^  1813. — 
Noy.  9, 1803,  Key.  Wm.  Rolfe  was  settled  as  colleague,  and 
remained  until  his  death  in  June  1828 — a  ministry  of  25 
years.  There  must  haye  been  much  relidous  principle  here 
at  an  early  day.  When  the  church  was  first  gathers!  and  a 
pastor  settled,  there  must  haye  been  less  than  200  souls  in 
town,  and  but  373  when  the  second  pastor  was  settled. 

Bey.  D.  Perry  was  in  Hebron  and  Groton  in  1827,  and 
11  were  added  to  the  former  and  17  to  the  latter  church. 

Bey.  A.  P.  Tenney.  a  natiye  of  Corinth,  Vt.,  now  of  West 
Concord,  was  settlea  here  as  pastor  of  both  Hebron  and 
Groton,  June  18,  1828,  and  dismissed  Feb.  11, 1833.  In 
1832  an  addition  of  25  members  was  made  to  Groton  church 
which  now  numbered  81.  In  1820  this  church  reported  64 
members. 

Hebron. — About  half  of  the  town  was  included  in  Groton. 
It  was  incorporated  June  15, 1792,  and  had  in  1800  only 
281  inhabitants — ^last  census^  565.  Yet  this  281  inhabitants 
"erected  a  handsome  Meetmg-house  in  1800,''  but  were 
without  a  settled  ministry  for  years.  In  1820  a  church  of 
43  members  is  reported  here.  There  were  added  11  mem- 
bers the  first  year  of  Mr.  Tenney's  labors  here.  In  1831 
there  were  added  17  and  the  next  year  10  members,  and  the 
church  numbered  82. 

In  1835  Bey.  Daniel  Pulsifer  was  employed  here  and  in 
Groton,  and  continued  his  work  with  commendable  zeal 
about  fiye  years.  In  1841  Bey.  James  Hobart  b^an  his 
labors  in  this  field,  and  continued  them  three  or  four  years. 
In  1845  Bey.  Liba  Conant,  who  in  other  fields  in  the  State 
showed  himself  a  workman  that  "needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed,''  entered  these  towns  and  has  been  their  acting 
pastor  for  more  than  ten  years.  They  had  Mien  in  numbers 
and  strength  yery  much  before  he  began  his  labors — Groton 
having  omy  33  members  and  Hebron  21 ;  now  Groton  has 
SO  and  Hebron  28.  The  Meeting-house  in  Hebron  was 
re-modeled  in  1847.  A  small  Baptist  •church  of  29  mem- 
bers exists  in  Hebron.  In  the  exercise  of  much  self  denial 
has  Mr.  Conant  broken  the  bread  of  life  to  this  people.  Mty 
Simeon's  language  yet  express  his  joyful  experience.  H!e 
has  seen  great  things  in  his  ministry  in  other  nelds.  A  kind 
spirit  seems  to  exist  here  among  minds  of  different  religious 
yiews,  as  is  intimated  by  the  fls^t  that  130  pupils  are  found 
in  their  union  Sabbath  School  in  Hebron.  Temperance  has 
prospered  here  in  advance  of  many  towns. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


LEBAKOH.  949 


HILL* 


A  Congregational  church  was  organized  here  Feb.  19, 1815, 
by  the  assistance  of  Eev.  William  Bolfe  of  Groton.  The 
church  gathered  consisted  of  two  members,  Carr  Huse  and 
Israel  Adams.  This  church  was  supplied  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  fiom  its  organization  with  the  pubbc  ministra- 
tions of  the  gospel,  biit  did  not  have  a  settled  minister  till 
Jan  6,  1831,  when  Bev.  Isaac  Knight  was  ordained  their 
pastor.    He  remained  pastor  of  the  church  about  six  years. 

May  2, 1838  Bev.  Hazel  Lucas  was  installed,  and  Jan.  16, 
1839  was  dismissed.  After  this  they  were  supplied  most  of 
the  time  with  Congr^tionalpreacmng  until  April  26, 1843, 
when  Ber.  John  LeSosquet  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
church.  He  was  dismissed  April  24, 1849.  Since  that  time 
the  church  was  supplied  -two  years  by  Bev.  Daniel  Sawyer. 
There  have  been  gathered  into  the  church,  by  profession  and 
letter  since  it  was  formed,  160  members,  but  not  more  than 
seventy  five  or  eighty  have  belonged  to  it  at  one  time.  It 
now  numbers  34  There  have  b^n  three  revivals  of  consid- 
erable interest  and  power — one  in  1831-32,  in  1840-41  and 
in  1849-50.  There  have  been  other  seasons  from  time  to 
time  of  a  good  degree  of  religious  interest,  and  more  or  less 
conversions  and  additions  to  the  church.  Most  of  those  that 
have  been  received  into  the  church  by  profession,  as  the 
fruits  of  these  revivals,  have  been  young  people,  and  a  good 
portion  of  them  those  that  were  baptiz^  in  inmncy.  This 
church  has  been  from  time  to  time  greatly  afflicted  with  dis- 
orderly members,  which  gave  occasion  to  the  enemies  of 
Christ  to  blaspheme  and  take  advantage.  The  church  still 
has  a  name  to  Uve,  and  it  is  hoped  there  are  some  here  who 
are  true  disciples  of  Christ  and  lovers  of  his  worship  and 
ordinances.  There  is  preaching  in  the  place  of  the  Metho- 
dist and  Freewill  Baptist  order  most  of  the  time,  and  Con- 
ffregationalists  aid  in  supporting  them  to  some  extent,  as 
fliey  cannot  support  a  mmister  of  their  own  order,  and  by 
way  of  exchanges  they  obtain  some  Congr^tional  preaching. 


LEBANON. 

Ber.  OBAmLit  A.  Dowvt. 

In  1760,  eighty  two  persons,  the  majority  of  whom  resid- 
ed in  Lebanon  and  Mansfield,  Conn.,  associated  together 

•  Sk«teh  by  Jot^  PiMeott. 
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and  obtained  from  Benning  Wentworth^  the  royal  goyemory 
the  charter  of  this  town,  taring  date  Jul^  4, 1761.  The 
town  was  immediately  suryeyed^  and  cleanngs  commenced. 
Four  men  remained  during  the  winter  of  1762.  The  next 
year  seyeral  families  came  on,  and  settled  permimently. — 
The  earliest  record  of  the  town  now  extant  is  as  follows : — 
"A  true  copy  of  y*  vote,  passed  at  a  town  meeting  held  ib 
Lebanon,  on  May  y*  13th,  1765.  At  j^  motion  of  Mr.  Aaa 
Kilboume,  (viz.,  after  choosing  a  moderator,)  Queryd,  whelii-. 
er  we  will  have  a  minister  in  the  town  this  summer  or  not  ? 
Voted  in  the  affirmative.  3d,  Voted  that  we  first  send 
subscriptions  to  y^  neighboring  towns,  and  get  what  we  can 
subscrioed ;  and  what  remains  wanting  to  supply  the  pulpit 
six  months  will  stand  'eroonsible  for ;  to  be  paid  at  y*  ^id  of 
said  six  months.  4th,  Chose  Aaron  Storrs  to  cany  a  sub- 
scription— ^to  take  care  to  get  as  much  in  j^  neighboring 
towns  as  he  can.  5th,  Vot^  the  selectmen  take  it  upon 
them  to  seek  quarters  for  the  minister,  and  provide  for  hk 
accommodation.''  The  town  at  this  time  did  not  contain 
more  than  twenty  families,  yet  thev  were  not  unmindful  of 
the  obligation  owed  to  God.  cmd  tne  blessings  to  be  found 
<mly  in  the  gospel.  As  early  as  1768  the  question  of  boild^ 
in^  a  Meeting-house  was  agitated,  and  the  town  voted  to 
build  one.  But  owing  to  isome  disagreemait  about  its  looa- 
tion,  the  vote  was  not  carried  into  e£fect  until  1772.  Tbe 
flret  house  built,  was  48  feet  in  length,  34  in  breadth,  a»i 
12  feet  posts.  In  1768,  the  town  voted  to  ^vea  Mr.  Wales 
a  call  to  settle  in  the  gospel  ministiv.  ^'His  salary  the  first 
year  was  to  be  £50,  to  use  annually  £6  till  it  should  be 
£70."  Somethi^  in  tiie  answer  of  Mr.  Wales  to  this  eall, 
seems  to  have  efiSnded  l^e  fatiiers ;  for  they  voted  not  to 
receive  faim,  and  that  all  l^eir  proceedings  in  rekti^ito  lam 
were  null  imd  void.  And  faarther  they  refused  to  make  him 
any  comp«isati(m  "for  y«  loss  of  his  horse,  supposed  to  be 
gored  to  death  in  Levi  Hyde's  pasture,  y*  last  year." 

This  church  was  orgwized  mipt.  27, 17^,  in  the  pieeenfie 
of  Bev.  BuMey  Oloott  oi  Oharlestown,  aa»i  Bev.  Jaxnes 
Wellman  of  Ooraidi.  ^  names  are  aj^nded  to  tiie  arti- 
cles of  faith,  and  the  covenant ;  and  what  is  somewhat  unu- 
sual they  are  all  names  of  men.  Bev.  Isaiah  Potter,  after 
two  seasons  of  probation,  was  constituted  pastor  of  this 
church  and  people  Aug.  25, 1772.  He  was  ordained  in  the 
open  air.  on  a  stage  erected  beneath  a  laige  elm  tree,  standi 
iqg«ttihe  baiikof  tb»  CbnnisctkntriTar.  TheorainMm 
■aoMA  waft  pveaol^d  bf  ilie  Bav.  Mr.  Oloott  of  C3^^ 
The  services  are  said  toiiaye  been  AQkom  and  intereoting.— 
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▲t  the  cloae^  ihe  newlj^  coiurtitated  pastor  a£EectioDAieljr 
addreesed  hu  flook^  especiaOy  the  younger  members^  exhort- 
ing them  to  refrain  ftom  any  vain  amasements^  dancing  and 
tii6  like,  aa  altogether  unauitable  to  the  occasion,  though 
costomaiy.  The  saeiament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was 
admimstered  for  the  first  time  Nov.  15, 1772.  Thus,  in  nine 
years  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  town,  a  church  was 
onranifled,  a  minister  settled  and  the  ordinances  of  the  ffos- 
p^  ex^joved.  July  24, 1777  was  obserred  by  the  church  as 
a  day  of  fiusting,  humiliation  and  prayer.  ^^<m  account  of  the 
distress  of  the  "ma  and  the  near  approaon  of  the  enemy  after 
Tioonderwa  was  given  up,''  when  the  church  solemnly 
renewed  weir  covenant  with  Qoi.  April  28, 1782,  fifty 
Aree  persons  were  received  into  the  church,  the  finits  of  a 
levival,  upcHi  the  same  day.  Not  long  after  thirty  three 
more  were  added  at  one  time.  Considering  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  town — ^not  exceeding  five  hundred — ^the 
like  can  hardly  be  found  in  any  of  our  cnurches.  The  event 
seems  to  have  made  a  deep  and  most  salutary  impression 
upon  the  church,  leading  tnem  to  humble  ecmfessions  of  sm 
to  God  and  one  another,  and  prayers  for  fongiveness.  Fomv 
te^  years  previous  to  this  time  the  church  was  organized 
wUh  six  members;  it  now  numb«?ed  two  hundred  and  fom^ 
almost  half  of  the  whde  population. 

The  records  of  the  chmroh  give  evidence  ihat  discij^iie 
was  fiddifidlv  and  en^ngetically  mamtainad  fiKm  the  b^gin- 
nii^.  An  idea  ef  their  sentimeiits  may  be  foimed  fiom  the 
IbUowing:  ^^llarch  a,  1784,  the  ehuroh  voted  that  tiiey 
ccmsidor  it  unbeeoming  in  a  proftsskm  of  sodlineas,  mr 
jcjong  persons,  pr(»£essors,  to  practice  firofickmg^  and  vain 
mirth ;  likewise  mr  ^erly  persons  to  indulge  in  idleness,  in 
fi)elish  taUdiigand  jesting— that  they  will  seta  watch  alooitt 
iiMm  in futureond  refifain.''  To  the  <dose  of  Mr.  Potter^s 
ttdnistry  th«e  are  no  events  lecoided  of  speckl  interest.-^ 
Frequwt  additictna  wese  made  to  the  chweh,  amoonting  in 
idl to 372.  0«t^  this  number  wmo  12 mimsters of  ihb 
gospd,  among  wlmn  were  fiamwl  Woed,  D.D.Qf  Boscawen^ 
W^ter  Har&,  D.D.  of  Dunbarton,  and  Bei^amm  Wood  of 
Upton,  Ms.  Mr.  lV)Uer  was  bom  in  Plymouth,  Cenn^ 
giaduftted  at  Yale  college,  studied  ilieolQgy  with  Dr.AnaUagr 
of  Bklin,  Oeiau9  umL  was  «  felknr  studeia^  with  liathaniel 
Emmons,  D.D.  Two  of  his  brothers  wese  also  mmisten. 
He  was  settled  hy  the  town  Ja^«,  1773.  In  additien  to 
tiie  £62  gsanted  by  1^  pwpiieAors  iowaids  tibe  settlemeot 
of  the  fintminarter,  the  town  voted  toigmUmd&aS.  ~ 
MAial  salaxy  WM  MO,  ioitimojfm§,-md  Aen  to  ( 
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five  pounds  annnallj  up  to  eighty.  In  mental  abilities  he 
rose  far  above  the  average,  sound  in  doctrine^  logical  in  hia 
discourse,  mighty  in  the  Scriptures^  judicious  in  counsel,  a 
shrewd  observer  of  men.  "fervent  in  spirit,  and  diligent  in 
business/'  his  whole  soul  pervaded  by  a  reigning  spirituality. 
It  has  been  said,  that  when  he  was  settled,  the  number  of 
those  called  revival  ministers  in  New  Hampshire  was  less 
than  ten,  and  that  he  was  one.  His  ministry  was  crowned 
with  great  success — through  his  efforts  the  church  was  built 
up  in  numbers,  in  doctrine  and  in  grace. 

The  followii^  anecdotes  concerning  him  have  been  pre- 
served. One  of  his  congregation  once  complained  to  nim 
that  his  sermons  were  too  short.  Mr.  Potter  asked  him  if  a 
short  sermon  in  a  cold  day  (it  was  before  stoves  were  in  use) 
would  not  do,  if  it  was  a  good  one  ?  "Certainly/'  replied 
the  man,  "if  it  is  a  good  one."  "  But  if  it  is  a  poor  one  it 
certainly  ought  to  be  short,"  said  Mr.  Potter.  "Yes/' 
replied  the  man  in  confosion.  During  the  latter  part  of  ms 
ministry,  the  use  of  the  Meeting-house  was  apportioned  to 
the  several  denominations  in  the  town,  so  many  Sabbaths 
to  each.  After  preaching  a  sermon,  one  of  the  conurbation 
said  to  him.  "Mj.  Potter^  you  preached  a  good  Umversalist 
sermon  to-day."  "Ah !  mdeed  ?  Well,  if  that  is  the  oaae, 
we  will  let  tms  pass  for  one  of  their  dayB  for  occupying  the 
house."  Mr.  Potter  was  of  commanding  stature,  being  over 
six  feet  in  height,  and  possessed  of  great  physical  strength. 
It  is  said  that  he  has  been  known  to  mow  half  a  day  at 
a  time  without  once  whetting  his  scythe — ^yet  cutting  his 
full  quantum  of  grass,  brin^g  it  down  by  sheer  str^gth. 
He  was  out  in  the  Revolution  as  chaplain  to  one  of  the 
New  Hampshire  regiments.  As  he  was  one  day  walking 
round  the  camp  he  saw  two  men  attempting  to  uft  a  can- 
non  upon  its  carriage.  Pushing  the  men  aside  and  lay- 
ing hold  of  the  trunnions^  he  raised  the  piece  alone  and 
qmetly  walked  away.  One  of  the  men  in  his  astonishment 
used  some  pro&ne  language.  Being  informed  that  the  man 
who  had  performed  such  a  feat  of  strength  was  a  chaplain, 
he  hastened  after  him,  and  hat  in  hand  humbly  b^ged  his 
pardon  for  the  language  he  had  used.  In  his  last  days  a 
cloud  settled  upon  his  mind,  unsettling  his  reason.  He  died 
July  2, 1817^  aged  71,  having  been  the  pastor  of  this  church 
about  forty  nve  years. 

The  history  of  the  church  for  several  years  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Potter  was  drawn  up  by  one  of  the  members  of  the 
church,  and  placed  upon  tneir  records^  "that  they  vnAt 
ever  retain  a  grateful  remembrance  of  Qod's  meroiee^  in  tMi 
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they  had  not  been  ntterlj  forsaken ;  that  the j  might  perpetu- 
ate to  generations  to  oome^  the  remembrance  of  past  events ; 
that  they  may  learn  wisdom  fix)m  the  things  which  we  have 
soffeied,  and  by  vratchfuhiess,  diligence  and  perseverance, 
and  by  a  timely  attention  to  every  Christian  duty,  the 
ohurch  in  future  may  be  preserved  from  so^h  trials  as  she 
has  experienced  for  many  years  past,"  This  record  is  main- 
ly followed  for  the  period  which  it  covers.  From  the  time 
when  Mr.  Potter  ceased  to  preach,  until  his  death,  a  period 
<tf  eleven  months,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  the  labors  of 
several  ministers,  for  a  few  Sabbaths  each,  under  a  joint 
committee  of  the  church  and  people,  whose  object  seemed  to 
be  to  procure  a  great,  popular  preacher,  to  suit  all  denomi- 
nations, so  that  all  would  help  support  preaching  and  taxes 
be  light.  The  church  was  slumbering  and  would  not  be 
awaked  to  a  sense  of  its  duty, — ^nor  to  discover  impending 
danger.  The  church  was  soon  made  to  feel  of  how  little 
account  she  was,  and  how  small  her  influence  when  mer^ 
in  the  population  of  the  town  and  allowing  them  to  provide 
instruction  for  her.  For  the  multitude  to^  the  enture  con- 
trol of  the  Meetinff-house,  paying  no  regard  to  the  church, 
and  providing  suchpreacluneas  uie  church  could  not  fellow- 
ship. No  choice  was  left  ner  but  to  withdraw  firom  the 
Meeting-house  and  be  without  preaching,  or  to  set  up  a  sep- 
arate organization,  distinct  from  the  town.  Accordmgly  on 
the  18tn  of  August  1818,  the  church  withdrew  from  the 
Meeting-house,  l^ing  virtually  excluded,  and  remained  more 
than  two  years  without  any  stated  meetings.  On  the  14th 
of  June  1820  a  council  was  convened  by  letters  missive  ifrom 
the  church,  to  advise  them  in  their  trying  circumstances. — 
Following  the  advice  of  the  council  uie  ohurch  delayed  to 
commence  public  worship  by  themselves,  till  October  1820. 
The  church  then,  with  a  few  others  ,who  adher^  to  them, 
b^n  to  maintain  public  worship-  by  themselves — first  in  a 
private  hot^se,  then  in  a  school-house  till  they  were  exclud- 
ed from  that,  then  in  another  school-house  till  thev  were 
excluded  from  that  also, — being  supplied  hy  the  kbors  of 
different  ministers,  for  a  short  time  each.  The  church  was 
much  weakened  by  the  refrual  of  somethiM  over  thirty  of 
the  members  to  cooperate  with  them.  The  majority  of 
these  finally  returned  to  the  church. 

In  the  month  of  February  1823,  the  town  assumed  the 
right  to  control  the  occupancy  of  the  Meeting-house,  and 
apportioned  the  use  of  it  among  the  denominations  of  the 
town,  as  follows :  To  the  churdi  14  Sabbaths ;  to  the  Ford 
party  22  Sabbaths ;  to  the  Universalists  12  Sabbaths ;  and 
36 
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to  the  Baptists  4  Sabbaths.  In  a  sew  divifton  in  1827^  tfce 
ditirch  w6fe  allowed  20  Sabbaths  in  the  jear. 

On  the  6ih  of  November  the  Ber.  Calvin  Cntler  was 
orddned  over  1^  ofauich  and  people^  in  the  work  of  tbe 
-ministry.  He  was  an  able,  fisdthfol  and  lahmons  mimstsr, 
and  his  labors  were  attenaed  with  the  Divine  Uesiti^. — 
There  were  43  persons  received  into  the  chnrdi  from  tfaD 
dose  of  the  mimstrv  of  the  first  pastor  to  ihe  diBmigiion  of 
Mr.  Outler.  The  choroh  having  no  Meeting-honse^  nor  anj 
settle  plaee  of  worship,  and  -jMxt  of  the  support  whidi  m 
was  entitled  to  receive,  railing  nim^  and  a  low  state  of  reli- 
gion prevailing,  Mr.  Cutler  was  constrained  to  resign  Ids 
office  aspastor,  and  was  dismissed  by  a  ooubihI  in  ISbj 
1827.  Me  afterwaids  settled  in  Windham,  where  he  died^ 
greatly  req>ected  and  beloved.  The  church  again  beean  to 
sup^rt  preaching  by  temporary  subscriptions,  emdojing 
mmisters  for  a  short  period.  Tl^y  still  delayed  to  Wld  a 
Meeting-house,  hoping  that  they  might  yet  be  permitted  ta 
occupy  the  house  on  the  conmion,  according  to  ike  intui- 
tions of  its  builders,  and  that  there  the  church  and  all  the 
people  might  enjoy  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  gospel  Mthr 
ndly  preached,  as  during  the  last  twenty  five  ^ears  o£  Mx. 
Potter's  ministry.  They  were  still  denied  tms  rijght  and 
ibrced  to  worship  where  they  could,  often  in  places  infendad 
for  public  amusement^  and  under  unpropitious  cii«mistanoea 

In  these  discouraging  circumstances,  severely  testing  tibe 
constancy  and  fidth  of  the  (^huidi,  on  tiie  3d  of  November 

1827,  a  number  of  the  brethren  met  together  to  take  counad 
concerning  their  prospects  and  their  fiiture  eourse  of  aotioii. 
They  concluded  that  they  must  build  a  house  whtoh  shondd 
be  entirely  uMer  their  control.  The  plan  adcmted  to  raise 
ftmds  was,  that  the  brethren  of  the  church  should  gi^re  in 
proportion  to  their  several  estates,  and  that  others  duMild 
give  according  to  their  firee  will.  In  a  few  nuHi;dis,  by  the 
contributions  of  the  church  and  the  generous  donationB  of 
others  who  sympathized  with  them,  ftmds  soffident  to  pur*- 
chase  land  and  Duild  a  house  were  raised.  The  frame^waa 
erected  on  the  24th  of  April  1628,  and  the  house  <kdi- 
cated  to  the  worship  of  Almigfa^  God  on  the  13th  of  Ajul 

1828.  The  cost  of  the  house  and  the  lot  of  land  was  931& 
Dea.  Nathaniel  Porter  ga^e  to  the  chaarch,  a  house  and 

nearly  two  acres  of  land  to  be  used  as  a  parsonage— a  most 
timely  and  generous  deed.  In  addition  the  diuich  raiaed  a 
fund  of  a  thoucand  dollars,  the  annual  interest  of  which  was 
to  be  devoted  to  the  suppc^rt  of  the  gospel.  Having  thus  a 
place  of  wordiip  wMdi  they  could  caU  their  own,  tibue  diuvoh 
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heg^  to  look  a^un  for  a  pastor.  Oft  the  iBtix  of  Jaanaiy 
they  voted  nnwimondy  to  give  to  the  Ber.  laiael  New^ 
(tf  FlainAeld,  a  call  to  be  their  partor.  ICr.  NeweU  saw  fit 
to  dedine  the  invitatioii. 

Feb.  7, 1829,  they  ijimted  B«v.  P.  Oooto  of  Aoworth  to 
preach  to  them,  a«  a  oandidato  for  the  pastorate  of  the 
dmrch.  In  Apnl  of  the  same  year  ihej  gave  him  a  oefl, 
which  he  accepted,  and  was  iosta&ed  May  8, 1829.  In  the 
eady  part  df  his  mimstiy  here  Mr.  Cooke  experie&oed  many 
tnak,  but  was  found  adequate  to  them.  Undet  his  care 
tiie  moxdi  was  prosperous,  increasing  in  nombers  and 
strength  every  year,  in  1835,  the  Spirit  was  poured  o^i 
copiously  upon  the  ohurch  and  67  ^rsoKi  were  added  to 
their  number  during  the  yeai^-39  muting  upon  the  same 
day.  Mr.  Cooke  continued  to  be  tiie  pastor  of  the  dmrdi 
until  May  13, 1848,  when  he  was  dismissed  1^  a  council. — 
That  he  was  an  unusually  successM  pastor,  the  reooids  of 
the  church  give  ample  evidence,  233  persons  being  received 
into  membership  during  that  period  of  nineteen  years. 

In  person  Mr.  Cooke  was  tall  and  commanding,  possessed 
of  remarkable  social  qualities  securing  to  hiimelf  strong 
friendship;  a  judicious  councillor,  an  interesting  speaker, 
possessing  unusual  powers  of  adapting  his  discourse  to  all 
occasions ;  a  diligent  and  delighted  observer  of  the  ways  of 
Providence ;  well  acquainted  with  the  Scriptures,  and  abun- 
dant and  apt  in  his  quotetions  from  them ;  a  sound  thecdo- 
gian,  and  a  fervent  Christian.  Many  are  the  seals  of  his 
ministry  both  hare  and  elsewhere.  Many  were  awakened 
by  Us  presentations  of  the  truth  j  maaj  did  he  pdnt  to  Christ 
as  their  Savior;  many  didhelmild  up  in  the  raith  of  Christ. 
After  his  dismission  he  went  to  XTorth  Amherst,  Ms., 
preaching  in  various  places,  till  a  few  weeks  before  hki 
death,  whidi  was  Apnl  28, 1853.    [See  Acworth.] 

In  July  1848,  Bev.  Charles  A.  Downs  of  South  Norwall^ 
Conn.,  began  to  preach  to  the  churoli  as  a  stated  supjply, 
and  continued  to  do  so  until  Nov.  22, 18^,  when  he  was 
installed  as  pastor  of  the  church.  The  churdi,  after  the  di»^ 
mission  of  Mr.  Cooke,  was  involved  in  many  difficulties^ 
which  were  in  the  course  of  time  happily  adjusted.  In  Got. 
1849,  thirty  seven  persons  were  dismissed  to  form  a  Congre^ 
gational  church  at  West  Lebanon.  There  have  b^n  added 
to  the  church  during  the  minist^  of  the  present  pastor  57 
persons.  Salary  of  the  pastor  9500,  with  the  use  of  the 
narsonage.  For  the  last  twenty  five  years,  the  sodel^  has 
foiled  but  once  to  pay  the  pastor  his  sauury  upon  l^e  day  it 
beeame  due, — a  foet  worthy  to  be  recorded  in  letters  of  gold. 
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This  is  a  sketch  of  the  eootemdl  history  of  tins  ehurch. — 
Her  real  history  cannot  be  written,  but  will  be  reheaised 
with  thanksgiving  and  praise  amid  the  glories  of  Heaven. — 
She  has  pa^ed  through  ^reat  trials,  enduring  at  periods  a 
great  fight  of  afflictions,  out  outliving  them  alL  She  has 
also  received  extraordinary^  blessings  ^m  her  great  Head, 
who  purchased  her  with  his  own  blood.  Whole  number  of 
members  from  tiie  beginning  702 ;  ministers  of  the  go^el 
among  these  19 ;  of  settled  pastors  there  have  been  4 ;  aver- 
age length  of  pastorates  to  the  present  tune  has  been  eigh^ 
teen  and  a  half  years-;  number  of  in&nt  baptirais  can  be 
given  only  from  1824  and  is  89 ;  present  number  of  mem- 
Bers  148.  There  are  in  town  two  Congre^tional  diurches, 
one  Methodist  church,  and  a  Universalist  society.  The 
church  has  adopted  a  systematic  plan  of  benevolence,  dis- 
pensing with  the  services  of  agents,  each  object  being  pre- 
sented at  a  stated  time  by  the  pastor.  Amount  contmmted 
in  1854,  9210. 


LITTLETON. 

Rer.  B.  Ibtih  CAWnntrntu 

The  police  of  the  town  was  organized  in  1787.  The  first 
effort  blown  to  have  been  made  in  behalf  of  the  gospel, 
was  a  vote  passed  in  1791  "  to  hire  preaching  two  months," 
The  next  year,  £,  9  were  voted  for  the  same  purpose.  Afler 
this,  although  articles  were  some1;imes  inserted  in  the  annual 
warrants  to  see  if  the  town  would  make  any  appropriations 
for  religious  t)nrpose8,  nothing  was  done  till  1796,  when  the 
town  voted  "to  pay  James  Kankin  for  going  for  the  minis- 
ter." The  next  action  of  the  town  was  taSen  in  1799,  in 
raising  "  a  committee  to  hire  a  minister  to  preach  out  the 
money  subscribed**  The  following  year,  three  shillings  were 
voted  on  "the  pole  and  other  equivalent  estate."  In  1802, 
y  100  were  voted.  Subsequent  to  this,  no  legal  tax  was 
assumed  or  voted  for  the  purpose  of  preachinff.  The  only 
farther  effort  by  the  town,  was  that  of  subscribing  9200  in 
1811,  towards  a  Meeting-house.  And  this  subscription  was 
to  give  them  the  right  of  occupying  the  house  when  built,  fo- 
their  corporate  meetings. 

While  the  town  voted,  as  above  stated,  certain  sums  "  to 
hire  preaching,"  there  is  some  doubt  whether  the  money  was 
ever  actually  raised  and  expended.  Through  inability  to 
obtain  a  minister,  or  some  other  cause,  little  or  nothing  may 
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have  been  done.  Onl^  for  an  ocoaidonal  Sabbath  or  two  in 
a  year  was  any  one  hued  to  preach,  till  after  the  completicm 
of  the  Meeting-house  in  1815,  with  the  exception  of  otie 
summer,  daring  which  there  was  preaching  one  half  of  the. 
time.  Meetings,  however,  were  occasioiudlj  held  on  the 
Sabbath,  when  there  was  no  preaching,  the  brethren  of  the 
chmch  conducting  tl^m  by  reading  sennons  and  offering 
})rayer.  The  missionaries  sent  out  by  the  State  organiza- 
tions, occasiom^y  visited  the  town  and  preached  a  ^bbath 
or  two.  It  was  these  missionaries  and  ministers  in  neigh* 
boring  towns  that  the  people  themselves  hired,  as  aliove 
stated,  to  labor  with  them  for  an  occasional  Sabbath.  It 
has  alreadv  been  remarked  that  the  town  voted  in  1811,  to 
subscribe  9  200  towards  a  house  for  reli^ous  worship.  Moses 
Little,  Esq.  of  Newbury,  Ms.  the  prinapal  land-proprietor  of 
tiiie  town,  had  offered  to  give  two  acres  for  a  buildmg  lot. — 
This  offer  was  accepted,  and  preliminary  steps  were  taken 
towards  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship.  The  house, 
however,  was  not  finally  completed  till  1815^  and  it  was  to 
be  occupied  by  the  several  denominations  mutiny  in  its  erec- 
tion, in  proportion  to  the  amtount  they  respectively  owned. 
The  first  house  of  worship  was  located  near  the  center  of  the 
town,  some  two  miles  away  from  the  principal  place.for  busi- 
ness where  the  village  has  grown  up.  In  1832,  another 
house  was  erected  in  the  viSage,  costing  about  92000. — 
Some  four  years  ago  this  house  was  enlaiq^d  and  re-fitted, 
and  Aimished  with  a  bell,  at  the  cost  of  $  2500.  It  will  now 
seat  about  500  persons,  and  is  a  neat  and  comfortable  house. 

It  wUl  be  seen  that  the  first  settiers  were  neither  generally 
religious  mto,  nor  religiously  inclined.  The  smaller  portion 
of  tiie  population  only,  had  much  desire  for  the  institutions 
of  the  gospel;  And  tnis  is  still  characteristic  of  the  town. 
The  main  support  of  religion  has  been  borne  by  the  few ; 
and  these  few,  not  strong  in  wealth,  have  toiled  hard  and 
sustaiiwd  heavy  burdens. 

The  Congregational  church  was  oi^nized  in  1803,  by 
Bev.  David  Goodall,  a  citizen  of  tiie  town,  and  Bev.  Asa 
Carpenter,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Waterford,  Vt.  At  its 
organiBstion  it  consisted  of  about  ten  members.  A  fow 
others  were  soon  added,  but,  having  no  pastor  and  enjoying 
but  little  ministerial  laoor.  its  growth  was  very  slow.  In 
1820.  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  the  first  pastor,  it  num- 
bered 35.  At  the  nresent  time,  the  resident  and  non-resi^ 
dent  members  in  ftul  standinff,  are  123.  The  wh(^e  number 
that  have  been  connected  witii  the  church  cannot  be  aeon- 
latdy  given,  but  is  not  fiur  firom  250.  The  baptisms  since 
1820,  have  been  of  children  150,  and  of  adults  76. 
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Ber.  David  GoocUOl,  fenwify  of  HaU&x,  Yt.,  aad  irho 
va«  a  dtizen'-fiyiiier  of  tfe  town,  was  the  first  stated  sapply. 
He  preached;  howey^,  only  one  half  of  the  time  duiiDg  a 
sin^e  summer.  The  next  regular  supply  was  Mr.  N.  K. 
Hard  J,  a  Ucentiate,  who  preached  one  half  of  the  time  for 
nearlj  three  years,  and  tin  tibe  stcfaiess  which  terminated  bis 
life  in  the  summer  of  1819.  In  the  ftll  of  this  year,  Bev. 
Drury  Fairbank,  lately  dismissed  (rom  the  church  in  Plym- 
outh, was  invited  to  visit  the  town  with  refer^oe  to  setde- 
ment.  This  invitation  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Fairbank  was 
installed  over  the  church  in  Mi^  1820,  and  was  the  first 
pastor.  After  sixteen  years  of  faithful  labor,  (preaching  by 
agreement  three-fourths  of  the  time,)  Mr.  Fairoank  in  oon- 
sequence  of  feeble  health,  sought  to  be  relieved  nom  bis 
labors,  and  Mr.  Evarts  Woroester,  son  of  Bev.  Leonard  Wor- 
cester of  Peacham.  Yt.,  was  obtained  as  a  candidate  fer 
settlement.  On  the  13th  of  March  1836,  Mr.  Woroest^ 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  and  installed  as  pastor  of  ibe 
diurch  and  people,  Mr.  Fairbank  having  been  dismimed  the 
day  befere  by  the  ordaining  council.  Insidious  consumption, 
however,  cut  short  Mr.  Worcester's  labors,  just  as^  with  ham 
vromise  of  useftalness  and  amidst  the  affections  or  his  peopk, 
ne  was  enterii^  upon  them.  He  preached  but  five  or  six 
Sabbaths  after  Us  ordination,  when,  jprostrated  by  hemoi>- 
rfaa^,  he  was  carried  home  to  his  fitther's  to  die,  where  be 
expired  in  the  following  October.  In  the  summer  of  the 
succeeding  year,  Mr.  Isaac  R.  W(»rcester,  brother  of  the 
late  lamented  pastor,  entered  upon  his  labors  as  a  candidate 
for  the  place  vacated  by  the  death  of  1^  brother,  and  was 
ordained  and  installed  over  the  church  the  27th  of  September. 
Tlnee  years  of  ministerial  effort  f<»ced  him  to  sun>end  his 
labors  for  a  season,  and  finaUy  the  church  was  reluctantly 
compelled  to  seek  another  minister.  Bev.  William  With- 
ington  of  Dorchester,  Ms.,  ^preached  about  six  months  as  a 
stated  supply ;  Bev.  Samuel  BefWLafterwards  settled  at  Great 
Falls,  two  or  three  months :  Zlev.  Mr.  Fairbank,  former 
pastor,  occasionally :  Mr.  Burcnard,  a  licentiate,  as  candidate 
for  settlement ;  and  finally  the  present  pastor,  Mr.  E.  Lrvin 
Oarpenter,  entered  upon  ms  labors  here  in  June  1842,  and 
was  ordained  and  mstafied  over  the  church  the  13i^  of 
December. 

BEViyALS. — Under  the  labors  of  Mr.  Hiudy  who  came 
to  the  {dace  in  the  year  1816,  there  was  some  attention  to 
religion,  and  some  few  convernons,  but  aothsog  which  can 
propNBily  be  denominated  a  revival,  in  1831-32,  l^ere  wen 
considmble  awakmiings,  yet  nothing  like  whaft  prevailed  in 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


I.T10L  K» 

many  plaoM  Nor  bftve  tbeie  been  any  revivals  of  marked 
extent  and  power  sinoe  those  yean.  Perhaps  the  best 
acoonnt  that  oan  be  given  of  this  matter,  is  a  statement  of 
the  laiffest  numh^rs  that  have  been  admitted  to  the  church 
on  single  Sabbaths.  July  1. 1821.  seven  were  received ;  Jan* 
1, 18^.  eighteen ;  in  Mtwen  of  the  sameyear,  seven ;  Jan. 
1840,  ux ;  May  1843,  six  ;  May  1851,  five  ;  July  of  the 
same  year^  ^ht.  And  when  we  add  to  the  language  of 
these  statistics,  tiie  rmnark  that  no  other  denomination  has 
existed,  as  holding  meetings  regularly  till  smce  1850,  it  will 
be  seen  that  revii^  have  been  few  m  number  ai^  limited 
in  extent. 

There  have  been  occasional  cases  of  discipline^— one  some- 
what protracted  and  difficult  case — but  from  the  first  to  the 
last,  tne  great  body  of  the  members  have  been  harmoniously 
and  firmly  united.  If  theyhavenot^ot^eeJasbrethr^iaAotiM 
love,  ihiey  have  not  fidlen  out  by  the  vray.  but  have  main- 
tained a  Kind  and  cordial  walk.  A  weekly  churdi  prayer 
meetii^  has  now  been  sustained,  and  quite  a  portion  of  the 
time  pretty  well  sustained  for  several  years.  An  evening 
meetm^  is,  and  has  be^i  for  a  lonsr  time  reg^ularly  held  in 
the  viluige,  and  occasionally  in  o^r  localities;  there  are 
meetings  for  conference  and  prayer.  The  amount  annually 
omtributed  to  benevolent  oUects  is  about  9 150.  The  average 
attendance  of  the  people  of  the  town  on  public  worship,  can* 
not  be  set  down  higher  than  400.  The  population  of  the 
town  is  over  2000.  It  diould  be  said,  however,  that  there  is 
no  convenient  center  in  the  town,  and,  that  while  not  more 
than  on^fifbh  of  the  inhattttants  are  found  in  the  house  of 
Qod  fix>m  Babbath  to  Sabbath,  more  than  that  proportion 
attend  puUic  worship  a  portion  of  the  time ;  since  some  go 
one  part  of  the  day,  others  the  other  part,  and  some  one 
SabhKth  and  otibers  the  next.  The  proportion  diat  attend 
now,  however,  is  kss  than  in  the  earker  years  of  the  town ; 
and  yet  greater  than  it  was  ten  years  ago.  There  is,  nroba- 
Uy,  as  g^aat  activity  in  the  church  now  as  ever,  and  open 
widcednessislesa. 


LYME. 

B«t.Ek]»ix  Txmt. 


Lyme  received  its  gmat  for  toWship  1761,  and  its  first 
settkrs  April  1764,  near  the  time  that  a  ]aigd  number  of 
town  in  this  nai{pboihood  waa  granted  and  settled^    The 
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first  town  meeting  was  held  at  tiie  house  of  Thomas  Sum* 
ner,  May  17,  1769,  five  years  after  the  imival  of  the  firrt 
inhabitants.  One  of  the  principal  items  of  basiness,  at  this 
first  meeting,  seems  to  have  been,  to  make  arrangements  for 
procuring  preaching,  and  it  was  voted,  without  opposition, 
to  unite  with  Thetford,  to  hire  preaching  for  the  ensuing 

Sar.  At  a  nieeting  Nov.  26, 1770,  the  town  voted  to  invite 
r.  Elisha  Pearsons  to  preach  as  a  candidate  for  settlenmit. 
The  people  enjoyed  his  labors  for  a  season,  but  his  settle- 
ment among  them  failed  to  be  effected.  After  uniting  wift 
Thetford  for  some  time,  in  hiring  a  minister,  to  divide  hd^ 
services  between  them,  there  was  a  proposition  to  unite  witii 
the  latter,  in  settling  Mr.  Sumner ;  but  at  a  meeting  Oct. 
9,  1772,  the  town  voted  to  decline  the  proposition,  and  to 
treat  with  Mr.  Eipley,  to  preach  with  a  view  to  settlements 
The  reason  for  this  grew  out  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  to 
Thetford  for  religious  meetings,  and  of  the  imi^-ession  3iat 
they  needed  the  entire  labors  of  a  minister. 

Sometime  during  this  year,  William  Conant,  a  licentiate, 
fifom  Bridgewater,  Ms.,  with  his  father  and  brother,  and 
some  others,  came  to  Ljrme.  The  way  was  prepared,  direct- 
ly on  his  arrival,  for  the  services  of  Mr.*  Conant.  The  town 
voted,  March  9, 1773,  to  give  him  a  call  to  settle  with  them 
in  the  ministrv,  which  he  accepted,  and  was  ordained  Dec. 
22, 1773,  as  the  first  minister  of  the  place.  By  the  efforts 
of  Messrs.  Pearsons,  Bipley  and  Sumner,  the  attention  of 
the  people  was  turned  to  their  obli^tion  to  constitute' in 
the  place  a  Christian  church.  The  congregational  .church 
was  oi^nized  May  22, 1771,  consisting  of  21  members. — 
An  addition  of  13  was  made  to  the  church,  previous  to  tihe 
settlement  of  the  ministry.  There  were  several  early 
attempts  to  erect  a  house,  suited  to  their  Sabbath  assem- 
blagcNs.  The  town  voted,  Ma^  1771,  to  build  such  a  house. 
But  in  consequence  of  diversity  of  opinion,  in  reference  to 
its  location,  and  pecuniary  inability,  a  house  was  not  erected 
till  1781,  when  it  was  located  a  few  feet  only  from  the  pres- 
ent place  of  worship.  To  this  house,  during  the  tiiirty  one 
years  of  its  existence,  parents  and  their  households,  witii 
more  than  common  unanimity,  and  almost  universally,  went 
up  to  pay  their  vows  to  Jehovah.  Mr.  Conant.  after  his 
settlement,  entered  earnestly  upon  the  duties  of  ids  profes- 
sion, and  prosecuted  them  with  apparent  fidelity,  for  thirty 
six  vears  and  three  months,  when  ne  was  called  to  rest  from 
his  labors.  The  town  voted,  that  the  salary  of  Mr.  Conant 
should  be  £45  annuaUy  for  three  years; — tiiat  he  ehodd 
have  £  60  towards  his  settlement,  besides  the  right  rf  lad. 
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pvoTided  by  charter  for  the  first  settled  minkter ; — that  the 
salary  should  be  paid  in  grain^at  the  estimated  price  of  spec- 
ified individuals; — and  that  after  three  years,  it  should 
increase  with  the  grand  list,  till  it  reached  £70,  the  ultima- 
tum. 

•  Mr.  Conant  had  the  remtation  of  a  pkxm  man.  Some 
regarded  him  ^roud  of  tlusNskttribute,  as  ne  carried  it  to  the 
exiremey  in  his  dress, — ^in  his'  common  deportment, — in  all 
his  habits  of  public  and  private  life.  He  paid  little  atten- 
tion, evidently,  to  the  character  of  his  style,  or  to  the  graces 
of  oratory.  If  he  bestowed  labor  upon  the  manner  of 
repressing  his  thoughts,  it  must  have  been  to  render  them 
dired  and  quaint.  His  sermons  were  doctrinal  and  practi* 
oal.  His  rebukes  of  prevailing  vices  were  often  direct'and 
severe,  and  on  the  Sabbath  foUowing  the  practice  of  some 
flagrant  sin,  his  reprooft  sometimes,  in  lanj^affe  and  tone, 
would  resemble  those  of  an  angry  parent,  in  the  correcticm 
of  a  wayward  son.  But  his  evident-  sincerity,  honesty  and 
benevolent  intention,  rendered  his  reproofs  efi'ective  and 
beneficiaL  His  labors  were  much  blessed;  as  cannot  be 
doubted,  in  correcting  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  deep^i- 
ing  the  piety  of  ihe  church.  There  were  158  additicms  to 
its  members  during  his  ministry.  Mr.  Conant  was  bom  at 
Bridgwater,  Ms.,  1743;  graduated  at  Yale  college,  1770; 
studied  divinity  with  an  uncle  of  the  same  name  at  Middle- 
borough,  Ms.,  and  died  March  8, 1810. 

Bev.  Nathaniel  Lambert,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Conant, 
was  bom  at  Bowley,  Ms.,  1765 ;  graduated  at  Brown  uni** 
versity,  1787;  was  lionised  to  preach,  1789;  settled  in 
Newmuy,  Vt.,  1790,  and  was  dismissed  in  1809.  He  was 
installed  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  Lyme,  1811 ;  was  dis^ 
missed,  1820;  and  died  1838,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.--- 
TMrty  nine  members  were  added  to  the  church  during  his 
pastorate.  Mr.  Lambert,  in  his  personal  appearance  and 
flaUts,  was  the  antipode  of  his  predecessor.  Neatness, 
precision  and  correctness  were  marked,  in  his  person,  in  his 
conversation,  in  his  business,  in  tl^  constraddon  and  deliv^ 
erv  of  his  sermons,  and  in  all  his  ministerial  duties  and 
labors.  He  was  deemed  by  s(»ne,  particular  to  a  &ult. — 
This  attribute  of  his  character  had  its  infiuencein  diminish* 
in^  the  warmth  and  ^wer  of  his  public  ^rformances.  His 
visible  success  as  a  minister  was  not  distu^nished ;  yet  his 
edSforts  to  coirect  prevalent  vice,  particularly  the  Aiesecration 
of  the  Sabbath,  Ihoug^  it  sulgected  him^  for  a  time,  to 
reproach  and  cemure,  were  evidently  well  mtended,  ana  to 
a  good  degree  socoessfiiL.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  his 
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labon  as  a  minifter  oontribated  mnch  to  piqiaie  &e  m^ 
finr  the  religious  reYiving,  in  which  he  gieaUy  iqcnoed,  that 
loon  followed  hia  dismiBsion. 

In  the  early  settlement  c^New  Bngfauid,  fiom  sentimenlB 
of  kindness^  or  from  a  conviction  of  their  general  pover^, 
ministers  were  nsnallj  exempted  from  taxation.  Mr.  Lain?- 
bert  grew  np  with  the  feding,  that  th^  should  not  be  taxed: 
He  manifested  retactanoe  to  snbmit  to  what  men  of  faia 
prdEession  had  generalljr  escaped^  to  be  sabjeoted  to  treats 
ment  so  singular,  thinking,  it  maj  be,  tiiat  it  would  be  the 
establishment  of  ajprece&nt  of  extensiTe  and  un&Torable 
influence.  This,  with  some  other  things,  was  made  a  jne* 
text,  upon  whicn  some  were  ready  to  seijse,  for  diBclining 
fturther  assessment  of  the  town  for  hip  support.  His  salaiy 
not  being  raised  as  usual^  he  made  a  proposal  that  was  com- 
plied witn,  which  resulted  in  the  termination  of  his  oonneo* 
tkm  with  the  peonle,  as  their  religious  teachmr,  aikl  pastor 
of  the  church.  Mr.  Lambert  continued  his  residence  in 
hjme  till  his  death,  ei^teen  years  after  the  dissolution  of 
his  pastoral  relatkm.  The  town  evinced  that  they  had  no* 
lost  confidence  in  him,  by  sending  him,  directly  after  his 
dismission,  for  eight  successiYe  years  to  the  State  Ic^^islature 
as  their  representatire.  At  hia  last  election,  he  mformad 
the  town,  that  the  honor  they  had  Ions  conierred  on  him 
should  be  given  to  some  other,  and  that  he  must  decline  the 
further  recet>tion  of  their  rafiSrages.  His  sdidtude  for  the 
general  ^ood  of  his  neighbors  md  townsmen,  dbr  the  peace 
and  punty  of  the  church,  and  the  univereal  joeval^ce  of 
morals  and  religion,  was  distinctly  and  consistently  e^Ui» 
ed.  As  he  was  particular  and  precise  in  all  his  business 
and  movements,  some  esteemed  lum  pewuriouBy  but  if  this 
was  ever  true  of  him^  it  is  believed  he  ffradualhr  trium^died 
over  the  passion,  and  mcreased  in  libenOity  as  he  increiBU»d 
in  years.  An  eminent  minister,  irho  waa  intimat^ 
acquainted  with  him  from  the  time  of  his  setiiematt  m 
Lyme  till  his  death^  remarked  that  he  never  knew^a  mai^ 
dismissed  in  such  circumstanoes,  and  nmaiiiii^  in  the  phM, 
whose  conduct  was  so  exodlent  as  Mr.  liambert^s,— ^ 
ranark  in  whidi  his  successes,  who  had  so  fiilly  hk  sympo* 
thy  and  oodperation,  were  prenaied  to  ooncur.  Some  little 
tmie  after  toe  dismission  of  Mr.  Lambert,  the  venemUe  Mi» 
Hobart  of  Beriin,  Yt,  came  to  Lyme,  and  visited  l&e  peo* 
pie, and  preached  with  great  fldefi^ aiul  aeaLaod  his  kbon 
were  attended  with  very  benefidaf  results.  The  chnrdi  wae 
imaked  from  a  long  sleep — ^the  mtndB  of  the  people  wen 
idigiouflly  impressed;  acme  were  making  the  inqmiy  of  the 
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ioaier;  and  aome  were  rejoidng,  m  the  Psalmist,  in  haying 
nad  a  new  song  pot  into  their  month. 

In  this  interesting  state  of  things,  Mr.  Baxter  Penj,  a 
licentiate  from  Andorer,  came  to  Lyme  September  1820.-<- 
He  entered  into  this  work,  widi  his  charaeteristic  ardor  and 
energy,  and  was  eminently  prospered  in  his  endeavors.  He 
wae  permitted  to  oonmienee  his  ministry  with  a  powerful 
baptism  of  tiie  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  prosecute  it  long,  amid 
ihe  outpomii^  of  the  Spirit,  and  ingathering  of  souls,  in 
large  numbers,  into  the  mid  of  the  Great  Shepherd.  Mr. 
Perry  was  bom  at  Worcester,  Ms.,  April  16, 1792-HgrBdii- 
sted  at  Cambri^  1817,  and  at  And^over  1820.  He  was 
settled  at  Lyme  Jan.  3, 1821,  and  died  Jan.  18, 1830,  aftw 
aministry  of  nine  years;  172  members  were  added  to  the 
chmeh  during  his  ministry.  Mr.  Perry  had  not  the  plain* 
ness  that  rendered  him  the  subject  g£  renuurk  abroad,  as  tiie 
first  minister  of  Lyme;  neither  was  he  particular  and  precise 
like  his  immediate  predecessor.  Efforts  in  the  temi>erance 
reformation  were  employed  in  Lyme,  earlier  than  in  any 
other  place  in  the  Ticmity,  and  soon  after  the  commenoe- 
mmt  of  the  reformation  in  the  country.  His  labors  in  the 
eanse,  in  connection  with  the  memorable  tempenmoe 
addr^^  in  the  town  hall^  Jan.  6, 1827,  and  which  has  gone 
ihe  world  over,  gave  a  blow  to  intemperance  in  Lyme,  that 
atonned  the  monster ;  a  blow,  the  influence  of  which  has  not 
eeased  to  be  felt,  and  whiclL  through  the  continued  endear- 
on  of  temperance  men,  in  tne  &ce  of  not  a  littie  opposition, 
has^  to  a  great  extent,  triumi^ied  in  its  suppression.  Since 
tb9  settlemait  of  the  town,  murteen  young  men  have  enter* 
ed  the  ministry.  Not  long  after  tba  settiement  of  the  first 
minister,  there  came  to  Lyme  a  class  of  men  who  appreciated 
ihe  institutions  both  of  education  and  religion — men  who 
looked  upon  these  institutions,  as  did  the  I^tan  Fathers, 
as  lyin^  at  the  foundation  of  prosperity,  as  inkeparable  irom 
all  pohtical,  intellectual,  moial,  and  religious  elevation. — 
Throu^  their  influence,  attention  was  turned,  more  than 
before,  to  the  education  of  the  youth,  and  an  influence  was 
£dt  in  this  direction,  which  contmued  to  increase,  not  rap- 
u%,  but  gradually,  till  common  sdiools  were  thorougfilT 
oiganised,  and  conducted  with  a  mod  degree  of  fidelity  and 
mterest.  From  the  beginning  of  its  settiement,  attention 
was  directed  to  tiie  estabhrimient  and  maintenance  of  reli<- 
gious  institutions.  And  this  attention  did  not  diminish,  as 
lesouioesand  numbns  increased.  These  institutions  tn^ 
wust  have  in  some  fimn,  and  they  did  hare  them.    If  tbegr 
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oouid  not  procure  for  tbemselyeB  a  commodiocis  and  tasteftil 
structure^  as  a  place  of  worshipy  they  coidd  resort^  in  mild 
seasons^  to  the  bam,  and  in  inclement  weather  to  a  humble 
private  dwelling,  to  offer  their  sacrifices.  They  must  bnild 
somewhere  their  public  altars.  These  altars  were  not  only 
built^  they  were  visited,  and  upon  them  the  fire  was  k^t 
burmng.  All  available  means  to  ^t  to  the  place  of  th^ 
religious  assemblages  were  resorted  to.  The  weak  and  the 
infirm,  the  aged  and  the  young,  no  less  than  the  middle 
aged  and  the  strong,  must  be  tnere,  though  the  ded  imd 
oxen  must  be  called  into  requisition  for  the  purpose.  The 
frame  of  the  bam,  where  the  first  minister  was  ordained, 
and  where  the  first  settlers  were  accustomed  to  meet  for 
public  worship,  has  been  carefully  preserved  by  one  of  their 
excellent  descendants,  and  is  sending,  as  a  monument  of 
their  religious  habits,  in  the  yerr  place  where  the  inc^ise 
of  their  devotion  went  up  to  Heaven.  The  impression  of 
these  fathers  relative  to  the  influence  of  the  institutions  of 
education  and  religion,  was  consistently  developed,  and 
through  its  development  they  have  left  their  ftmrk.  The 
impressions,  in  regard  to  religion  and  education,  of  the  early 
inhabitants  of  Lvme,  were  probably  deepened  oy  the  labors 
of  Eleazer  Wheelock,  the  first  president  of  Dartmouth  col- 
lege, which,  through  his  occasional  missionary  visits,  they 
hSi  the  privile^  of  enjojdng.  His  was  a  sun  whose  beams 
of  light  were  shed  upon  this  whole  horizon ;  his,  a  benevo- 
lence, a  zeal  for  education  and  religion,  that  was  felt,  that 
was  diffiisive ;  whose  salutary  influence  blest  not  this  vicin- 
ity only,  but  New  England,  and  the  world.  To  these  im- 
pressions of  the  early  population  of  Lyme  and  the  mode  of 
their  expression^  must  be  attributed  the  general  harmony  of 
feeding,  the  habits  of  industry,  and  secumr  prosperity,  with 
which  the  people  of  the  town  have  been  distmguished,  in  the 
different  periods  of  its  existence.  The  successor  of  Mr. 
Perry,  Rev.  E.  Teimy,was  settled  one  year  after  his  decease. 
Jan.  5,  1831.  Since  that  time,  there  have  been  receivea 
into  the  church  482  individuals,  making  in  all,  of  which  it 
has  been  constituted,  during  the  eighty  three  years  of  its 
existence,  842  members.  'Diese  were  nearly  all  received  by 
profession,  while  a  large  proportion  of  those  that  constitute 
the  churches  in  &8t  growing  villages  and  cities,  are  added 
by  letter.  June  2, 1819,  the  town  voted  that  Abel  Frank- 
lin, David  Conant,  Moses  Flint,  and  their  associates  have 
liberty  to  be  incorporated  into  a  religious  society^  by  the 
name  of  the  First  Galvinistic  Baptist  Society  of  Lyme. — 
The  society  was  organized^  and  went  into  efficient  and  suc- 
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ceBsfnl  operation.  It  has  had  the  services  of  several  able 
andiaithftil  ministers.  It  has  been  blessed  with  revivals 
of  reli^on.  Lai^  numbers  have  been  added  to  the  church. 
In  the  light  of  this  account  we  see  that  the  early  impres- 
sions upon  a  place,  like  the  first  impressions  of  a  civilized 
upon  a  savage  tribe  of  men,  will  be  deep  and  abiding.  We 
see  too,  our  obligations,  ffrateftilly  to  recognize  the  divine 
hand  in  the  occurrences  uiat  may  be  traced  in  the  history 
of  the  town,  and  to  be  conformed  to  what  is  excellent  in  the 
spirit  and  practice  of  th^  Others,  that  hftve  given  form  and 
coloring  to  the  institutions  and  habits  of  the  place. 


ORFORD.* 

The  settlement  of  this  tovm  was  commenced  in  1765,  by 
five  or  six  fiunilies  which  removed  to  it  from  Connecticut. 
Others  soon  followed  them.  In  April,  1767,  a  plantation 
meeting  was  called,  and  the  inhabitants  organized  them- 
selves into  a  civil  community  by  the  choice  (h  town  officers. 
They  prized  religious  institutions ;  and  in  April  1769,  raised 
£20  to  support  preaching,  and  selected  a  committee  to  hire 
a  minister.  On  the  27th  of  August,  1770,  a  church  was  or* 
ganized,  on  the  Presbjrterian  pEitform,  by  Rev.  Peter  Pow- 
ers, of  Newbury,  Vt.  It  consisted  of  twenty  members.  In 
the  former  part  of  1771,  a  Mr.  Hurlburt  preached  here  a  few 
Sabbaths.  In  the  autumn,  Nov.  5,  Mr.  Obadiah  Noble  was 
ordained  as  pastor  of  the  church  and  town.  The  terms  of- 
fered him  by  the  town  were^  £60  settlement,  and  £40  sal- 
ary for  the  mst  year,  to  be  increased  by  £2  annually  till  it 
should  reach  £60.  The  scarcity  of  money  in  these  early 
times  caused  most  business  to  be  done  by  barter,  and  a  bar- 
gain to  be  estimated  by  the  value  of  produce.  It  was  h^ice 
provided  that  the  £60  settlement  of  Mr.  Noble  should  be 
paid  in  materials  for  building,  and  labor ;  and  his  salary  in 
wheat  at  four  shillings  per  bvffihel,  rye  at  three  shillings,  corn 
at  two  shillings,  and  oats  at  one  shilling  and  three  pence. 
He  was  also  to  be  furnished  with  twenty  cords  of  good  fire- 
wood annually.  At  his  settlement,  the  town  appears  to 
have  received  encouragement  from  the  proprietors  of  land  in 
the  township  of  assistance  in  supporting  him,  which  was  not 
realized,  ana,  as  a  consequence,  m  December,  1777,  he  was 
dismissed.  Little  is  now  known  of  the  events  which  oc- 
curred during  his  ministry,  except  that  a  few  monihs  befoie 

•  Sketck  by  Rev.  JoUiftm  SewaU. 
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his  dismission,  the  dmrch  adopted  what  is  ealled  '^  the  half 
way  covenant/'  granting  to  persons  of  outwardly  moral  liyes^ 
who  assented  to  the  Arades  of  Faith,  the  privilege  of  bap- 
tism fer  their  children.  Previous  to  June,  17^,  fbut  at 
what  time  is  not  known,)  six  members  had  been  added  to 
the  churcL 

In  1781,  a  Mr.  Noah  WSler  was  requested  by  the  town  to 
settle ;  but  for  some  reason,  his  settlement  was  not  effiscted. 
Various  other  efforts  were  made  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
with  more  or  less  success,  to  procure  preaching.  In  1787^ 
on  the  3d  of  October,  Bev.  John  Sawyer  was  ordained  pastor. 
The  provisions  made  for  his  support  strikingly  illustrates  the 
necessities  of  the  times,  and  the  prevalence  of  barter  transac- 
tions. His  salary  was  to  be  two  hundred  and  forty  bushels 
of  wheat,  at  six  snilUngs  per  bushel,  increased,  after  the  first 
year,  by  ei^ht  bushels  annutdly  till  it  amountea  to  three  hun- 
dred and  uiirty  six  bushels ;  and  a  settlement  of  six  hundred 
and  sixty  seven  bushels,  to  be  paid  in  four  annual  instal* 
ments.  Mr.  Sawyer  was  a  son  of  one  of  the  eadier  settlers, 
and  was  a  lad  when  his  fitther  removed  to  the  place.  He 
naduated  at  Dartmouth  college  in  1785.  On  the  6th  of 
J  une  previous  to  his  settlement,  the  church  re-caOed  the  vote 
which  had  placed  it  on  the  ground  of  ^^  the  half  way  cove- 
nant ;'*  and  on  the  23d  of  A^til,  1789,  it  withdrew  from  ilua 
Gtafton  Presbytery,  with  which  it  had' been  connected,  and 
became  CongresAtionaL 

From  June  1782  to  June  1785,  under  the  labors  of  tran- 
sient ministers,  33  were  gathered  into  the  diurch.  But  dor*- 
ing  Mr.  Sawyer's  ministry,  disorders  existed  whidi  required 
the  frequent  exercise  of  msdpline.  The  attention  to  this 
which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  ^ve,  excited  toward  him  soma 
in  will,  which  contributed,  with  other  things,  to  render  his 
xninistry  short.  He  was  dismissed  Deo.  17, 1795.  During 
Ite  nine  years  of  his  pastorate  here,  though  laborious  and 
fidthful,  (€Mi  he  is  believed  to  have  been,)  he  received  only  six 
members  to  the  church.  After  the  dioniseion  of  Mr.  Saw- 
yer, Bev.  Stephen  Williams  labored  here,  but  how  long  is 
uncertain.  In  1799^  a  Mr.  William  Fon^he  was  requested 
to  settle.  But  a  disaffection  arose  which  occasionea  a  re- 
monstrance to  be  made  to  the  council  oonvened  to  ordain 
him,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  only  ordained  as  an 
evangelist.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Sylvester  Dana,  who, 
May  20, 1801,  was  placed  over  the  church  as  its  pastor. — 
The  provision  made  for  his  support  was  9666.67  settlement 
in  two  annual  instalments,  and  ^400  salary.  He  remained 
pastor  of  the  church  for  tw^ity  one  years.    And  his  labors 
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appear  to  haye  been  flocoeagftiL  In  1810  and  in  1819  ten* 
nm  existed  of  oonsid^oable  extent  and  power,  whieh  resoltcd 
in  important  additions  to  the  chnroh.  Daring  his  miniitrj^ 
190  members  weie  added.  Hewasafirmfriendof  missions, 
and  urged  on  his  people  liie  dnty  of  active  benevolenoe. — 
Previous  to  Mr.  Dana^  settlement,  two  Meeting-houses  were 
erected,  one  on  the  river,  and  the  other  three  miles  east  of  it. 
In  tiiaese  he  preached  alternately,  till,  near  the  time  of  his 
dismission^  he  suspended  his  labors  in  the  east  Meeting* 
house.  Difficulties  had  now  arisen  in  the  church  and  cunong 
ihe  people,  which  resulted  in  his  dismission  April  30^  1822. 
The  next  day,  (Ma^r  1,)  the  oouncil  being  still  m  session^  24 
members  were  oismissed  firom  the  church,  and  cruized  into 
a  separate  Oongr^tional  diurch,  to  worship  m  the  west 
Meeting-house.  To  this  Mr.  Dana  continued  to  ministei^ 
|»eaching  in  that  Meeting-house  half  the  time,  and  half  ih» 
time  in  Fairlee,  Vt. 

Not  long  after  Mr.  Dana's  settlem^it,  other  denomina- 
tions began  to  obtain  footing  in  the  town ;  and  various  iidi- 
viduals  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  granted  to 
them  by  the  law  of  witfadmwing  from  among  his  supporten. 
As  the  number  of  seoeders  increased,  the  to^  after  the  dis* 
solution  of  its  contract  with  him,  not  long  before  his  dismis* 
sion,  ceased  to  act  on  the  question  of  sustaining  the  minis* 
tvy ;  and  in  April  1820  a  society  was  formed  for  the  purpose^ 
styled,  "  The  Oxford  Union  Ckmgregational  Society.^  This 
society  adhered  to  the  oi^inal  dmrch,  in  ocmnection  with 
which  it  was  organiaed.  Tne  chnrdi,  (now  properly  denom^ 
inated  The  First,  or  East,)  in  August,  1822,  invited  Mr. 
James  D.  Famsworth  to  become  its  pastor.^  He  accepted, 
Mid  was  ordained  June  1. 1823.  His  sakrt  was  9500.  Mr. 
Famswordi  preached,  as  nis  predecessor  had  done,  alternate* 
ly  in  the  two  houses.  During  his  ministry,  the  }dace  psa- 
sented  ike  somewhat  unpkaMat  ancnnaly  («  two  ministers 
of  the  same  denomination,  pastors  of  sister  churches,  living 
within  a  few  rods  of  each  otW,  and  preaching  alternately  in 
the  same  house  of  worship.  Mr.  FamsworA  was  an  accep* 
taUe  nreac^r,  and  possessed  many  good  qualities  as  a  pas* 
tor.  Soon  after  his  settlement,  BiUe  classes.  Sabbath  schoo^ 
and  catechetioGd  exercises  for  children,  were  instituted.  In 
1826,  the  awakening  and  oonv^iang  iimuences  of  liie  Spirit 
were  shed  upon  Ids  diarge,  and  43  were  added  to  the  churok 

aprc^fession.    Inl831,thedewsof  heavenly  grace  descend*, 
on  a  p<Mrtion  of  his  field  of  labor,  and  17  were  gathered 
into  the  cfaurdi.    This  mertdfiil  visitation  appears  to  haire 
ooQtinued  into  tiie  foUowing  year;  and  some  tiddy  or  forty 
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expressed  a  hope  of  having  become  new  creatoiefl.  Dnring 
his  ministrY,  we  find  notices,  more  or  less  frequent,  of  oon- 
tribations^  by  the  church  ana  people,  to  different  obiec1»  of 
Christian  benevolence.  He  was  mucn  beloved,  and  his  dis- 
mission, which  occurred  April  9, 1832,  was  generally  lament- 
ed. Difficultv  of  support  was  the  cause;  The  church  and 
society  gave  the  most  nonorable  testimonials  of  their  afifeo- 
tion  for  him,  and  their  appreciation  of  him.  He  received  to 
the  church  during  his  ministry  102  members.  At  his  difh 
mission  it  embrac^  172. 

For  eleven  years  the  church  was  now  destitute  of  a  pastor. 
It  was  supplied  half  the  time,  for  some  five  years,  by  Bev.  &. 
Davis.  After  him,  Bev.  Lot  B.  Sullivan  preached  a  year ; 
and  after  him,  Bev.  Joseph  Marsh  for  nearly  three  years. — 
These  labors  appear  not  to  have  been  in  vain,  since,  during 
these  eleven  years,  fifty  three  persons  were  receivea  to  the 
church. 

June  26, 1845,  Mr.  Andrew  B.  Foster  was  ordained  as 
pastor  here.  In  addition  to  a  parsona^,  containing  a  few 
acres  of  mowing  and  a  few  of  pasturing,  ne  received  a  salary 
of  9350 ;  and  the  society,  though  smiQl,  were  pretty  liberal 
in  the  way  of  presents.  Mr.  Foster  was  popular  as  a  preach- 
er. Public  worship  was  well  attended ;  the  Sabbath  school 
flourished ;  and  thmgs  appeared  prosperous.  But  his  min- 
istry here  was  short.  His  health  fikued,  and  he  requested 
dismission,  which  was  reluctantlv  granted  him^  Nov.  22, 
1847.  Ten  were  added  to  the  cnurch  during  his  ministry. 
Bev.  Edwin  B.  Hod^man  was  here  one  year,  and  they  had 
other  occasional  supj^es. 

In  October,  1851,  Bev.  Jotham  Sewall  commenced  labor- 
ing here;  and  was  installed  Feb.  16,  1853.  The  support 
am^rded  him  was  9350.  with  neat,  new  parsona^  builou^ 
and  a  garden  spot.  To  this  was  added  the  article  of  fii^ 
wood,  and  sundW  other  valuable  helps.  The  society  raises 
the  salary  by  suDscription ;  excepting  that  the  avails  of  a 
ferm,  given  about  the  year  1800  for  the  support  of  the  min- 
istry by  a  widow  Spooner  and  rentiiig  for  ?57,  are  divided 
Sually  between  this  and  the  other  Congregational  society, 
e  received  eight  members  to  the  church ;  he  was  dismissed 
in  1855. 

Nearly  eighty  five  years  ago  this  church  was  organized. 
Induding  the  original  memters,  425  have  been  received  to 
its  fellowdiip.  But  it  is  now  much  reduced.  For  a  number 
of  years,  the  population  of  the  town  has  been  diminishing. 
Between  1840  and  1850,  it  lost  300  inhabitants.  And  the 
ohucch  has  had  large  drafta  made  upon  it  by  dismissions  and 
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deathfi.  It  oontainB,  now,  86  members ;  and  nearly  half  of 
thoae  are  non-resident — some  are  in  parts  unknown.  Bap- 
tisms of  children,  461,  but,  for  some  years  past,  this  impor- 
tant ordinance  has  received  far  less  attention  than  formerly. 
But,  only  65  out  of  425  were  baptized  at  the  time  of  admis- 
sion to  tne  church.  The  proportion  of  those  received  from 
the  world  who  were  baptized  in  infency  was  as  three  or  four 
to  one.  Nine  men,  who  may  be  r^arded  as  sons  of  this 
church,  have  entered  the  Congregational  or  Presbyterian 
ministry ;  among  whom  is  Rev.  John  Sawyer,  second  pastor 
of  this  church,  now  residing  in  Garland,  Me.,  and  still  able 
to  preach  some,  though  an  hundred  years  old ;  also,  Cyrus 
Mann,  Joel  Mann,  I^yal  Mann,  Daniel  C.  Bloody  Daniel 
Newell,  I.  Morey,  and  John  Wheeler,  former  President  of 
Burlington  college.  Five  Methodist  ministers  have  arisen 
here.  The  average  size  of  the  congre^tion  is  less  than  one 
hundred.  The  amount  annually  contributed  to  different  ob- 
jects of  Christian  benevolence  is  about  sixty  dollars.  In  the 
easterly  part  of  the  town,  worship  is  maintained  a  part  of 
the  time  by  Methodists  and  Freewill  Baptists ;  ^but,  on  an 
average,  less  than  one  half  Those  who  may  be  called  regu- 
lar attendants  on  public  worship,  (^and  a  part  of  these  only  a 
J)ortion  of  the  time,)  in  a  population  of  1400,  cannot  exceed 
bur  hundred,  and,  probably,  &lls  considerably  short  of  that. 
This  is  thought  to  be  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
tiian  attended  public  worship  forty  years  ago.  And  it  is  a 
painful  &ct,  that  many  of  the  descendants  of  early  church 
members  and  others  who  constantly  visited  the  sanctuary, 
are  seldom  if  ever  seen  within  a  house  of  worship. 


ORFORD. 

Wkst  Chdbch.— ReT.  W.  A.  Smitb. 

The  West  Congregational  church  of  Orford  was  organized 
by  an«ecclesiasticd  council  April  30,  1822.  Its  members 
had  previously  been  connected  with  the  First  Congregational 
church — 28  persons  united  with  it  at  its  organization.  Bev. 
Sylvester  Dana  was  its  first  pastor.  He  was  installed  Feb. 
19, 1823.  Its  first  deacons  were,  Asaph  Bice  elected  Mar 
22, 1822  ;  Isaac  Drake  elected  Oct.  7, 1825  ;  Joshua  Swift 
elected  March  22, 1827.  A  Sabbath  School  was  established 
at  the  formation  of  the  church  and  has  ever  since  been 
maintained.  During  Mr.  Dana's  ministry,  the  church  enjoy- 
ed some  seasons  of  special  interest,  and  102  members  were 
37 
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added  to  it.  Mr.  Dana  was  distnissed  Jan.  1, 1833.  At  the 
same  time  tbe  Congregational  cfaarch  of  Faitlee  was  consti- 
tuted^ and  32  members  of  tids  church  were  dismisBed  to  cokt- 
nect  themselves  with  that  church.  After  Mr.  Dana's  dB- 
mission,  the  Ber.  Nathaniel  Lambert  supplied  the  desk  fer 
a  few  months.  Aprfl  8, 1833,  the  churcn  extended  a  caB 
to  Eev.  Daniel  Campbell :  it  was  accepted,  and  he  mm 
installed  May  29, 1833.  June  20, 1883,  Mr.  Nathan  Dewer 
was  chosen  deacon.  Sept.  1, 183o,  Mr.  Peter  Mansten  and 
Mr.  Jonathan  Claik  were  chosen  deacons.  During  Mr. 
Campbell's  ministry  61  members  were  added  to  the  churdL 
Mr.  Campbell  requested  a  dismission  Ai^.  1, 1847,  and  was 
dismissed  by  an  ecclesiastical  t^ooncil  &3pt.  7, 1847.  Mr. 
Campbell  continued  to  reside  in  Orfotd  iUl  his  death,  winch 
occurred  Oct.  1, 1849. 

Rev.  William  Clark  commenced  his  labon(  with  the  chmrch 
April  2, 1848.  He  was  ordahied  and  installed  May  17, 1849. 
Mr.  T.  D.  Rowell  was  chosen  deacon  Nov.  5, 1851.  During 
Mr.  Cferk's  ministry,  the  church  was  blessed  with  a  seaeon  ot 
special  religious  interest,  resulting  in  an  accession  of  22  mem- 
bers— 32  were  added  to  the  church  under  his  ministry.  Mr. 
Oliark  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request  by  a  council  called 
for  the  purpose,  April  22,  18S2.  Mr.  Clark  is  now  a  mis- 
sionary of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  Missions  in  Arabkir.  Rev.  Km 
Case  commenced  his  labors  with  this  church  in  Oct.  18£S, 
and  was  ordained  and  installed  Nov.  30, 18^.  Mr.  Hemy 
Blanchard  was  chosen  deacon  of  this  churdi  June  1, 1853. 
Mr.  Case  asked  a  dismission  June  10, 1854,  on  account  rf 
the  inadequacy  of  his  support. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Smith  is  now  supplying  the  church  on  a  tem- 
porary engagement.  Since  the  organization  of  the  church, 
about  80  members  have  been  dismiMed  to  join  other  churches, 
and  a  considerable  number  have  been  removed  by  deatL — 
The  church  now  consists  of  75  members.  The  church  has 
adopted  the  practice  of  contributing  regularly  to  objects  of 
benevolence.  Within  a  few  years  a  handsome  church  edifice 
has  Ifeen  built,  and  a  convenient  parsonage  has  been  pur- 
chased.   The  prospects  of  the  church  are  encouraging. 


PIERMONT. 

Rer.  LDatis. 


The  Congregational  church  in  Kermont  -was  fottncd  ii 
1771.     In  1776,  Rev.John  BichardB  was  settled  as  Ihrfr 
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pMtor.  He  .was  difimiaaed  in  1S02  ;  died  in  1814  aged  89 
jeaaei  The  church  was  re-orjgianmd  March  10, 1803,  imder 
the  direction  of  Bev.  Jaooes  Hdbart  of  Berlin,  Vt.  The 
cause  of  this  re-*organization  is  not  fully  known.  But  it  ia 
believed  that  the  chiirch  under  Mr.  Bichards  acted  upon  the 
half  way  coyenant,  and  tiiat  part  c^  the  £ist  church  went  to 
Hayerhill  church,  and  part  united  in  foiiming  the  new  ehurch« 
Mardh  10, 1803,  29  persons  were  formed  into  a  church  ^qd 
i^opted  new  ^rtides  of  &ith  and  coyenant. 

In  Feh.  1811,  Bev.  Jonathan  Hoyey  was  settled  as  ^tox, 
and  was  dismissed  Peb.  1817,  as  appears  ftom  the  testimony 
of  aged  members  of  the  church.  The  records  being  very 
drfective,  the  dates  may  not  be  entirely  accurate.  Bev. 
Robert  Blake  commenced  his  labojrs  here  in  1821,  according 
to  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Association,  and  contuiu^ 
them  till  1836.  He  was  an  acoeptable  and  useflil  minister 
of  Christ.  Eighty  three  were  added  to  the  church  during 
his  ministry.  The  rem^gabranoe  of  lum  is  still  precious  to 
^8  people.  Bev.  Edwaixl  Fuller  labored  in  this  field  from 
II336  to  1840.  During  hk  ministry  six  persons  were  added 
hf  letter  and  one  by  profession. 

Bev.  Increase  Davis  commenced  his  labors  here,  April 
1840,  and  has  continued  them  to  the  present  time.  Them 
have  been  during  this  time  three  revivals  of  religion.  In  the 
space  of  thirteen  consecutive  months  55  were  added  to  the 
cnuich.  Eighty  five  have  united  with  the  church  during 
Mr.  Davis'  ministry,  and  great  harmony  has  prevailed  in  the 
church.  Weekly  prayer  meetings  have  been  constantlpr 
maintained.  The  whole  number  of  members  at  present  is 
106 — males  72,  females  34.  May  the  churdi  in  her  inmget 
heart  say,  ^^  My  soul  thij»teth  for  Gtod." 


PLYMOUTH.* 

Rer.  W.  R.  Jcwsn. 

This  town  was  granted  in  1763.  <^te  a  number  of  men 
from  Hollis  enter^  the  town  the  n^Kt  year,  and  their  inter- 
est in  the  kingdom  of  God  is  manifest  in  the  fact  that  before 
two  years  had  expired  they  formed  a  church.  This  churoh 
was  gathered,  not  on  the  ground,  but  in  Hollis,  and  went 
into  the  wilderness  beneath  the  oanner  of  Christ  as  tWr 
avowed  Leader  and  King.  The  same  year,  1765,  after  the 
^(^ganiiation  of  the  churoh  Bev.  JKaAhan  Walrd  was  oidaimd 

•SkalQbbjrOQaqpttOT. 
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88  their  pastor.  This  too  was  done  at  Newbiiryport,  Ms., 
July  10,  1765.  The  pastor  inducted  into  office  at  one  place, 
the  church  constituted  at  another,  thereby  bringing  upon 
them  the  united  and  fervent  prayers  of  many  hearts,  meet 
the  few  people  scattered  over  the  hills  of  rlvmouth  and 
receive  tneir  welcome  and  their  blessing.  Mr.  Ward  labored 
here  till  Jan.  4,  1798,  when  he  was  dismissed ;  he  died  in 
June  1804,  ^ed  83  years.  He  was  minister  about  twenty 
nine  years.  He  was  converted  under  Whitefield,  and  im- 
bibed much  of  his  spirit.    He  pressed  the  doctrines  of  the 

spel  upon  the  heart.     Rev.  Jonathan  Ward,  now  wefl 

town  in  the  State  for  his  love  of  doctrinal  truth^  is  his  son. 

Two  seasons  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  oi  the  Lord, 
blessed  his  ministry.  The  first  occurred  a1>out  two  years 
after  his  settlement,  and  about  twenty  were  brought  into  the 
church.  This  must  have  been  a  large  number  in  so  small  a 
population.    Another  revival  occurred  in  1790. 

Kev.  Drury  Fairbank  was  ordained,  after  an  interim  of 
two  years,  Jan.  8, 1800,  and  dismissed  March  18,  1818—^ 
ministry  of  eighteen  years.  He  is  found  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Association  in  1811.  In  1816  a  revival 
was  enjoyed  here  and  sweet  were  its  fruits.  He  left  the 
church  at  his  dismission  with  about  sixty  members. 

The  same  year  (1818)  Rev.  Jonathan  Ward  was  engaged 
to  preach,  and  continued  until  September  1829.  The  bless- 
ing of  God  at  once  attended  him.  The  church  received 
quite  an  accession  of  members,  and  during  his  ministry  some 
&  or  5()persons  were  added  to  the  church. 

Rev.  Gfeorge  Punchard  was  ordained  March  11,  1830 — 
dismissed  in  1844.  At  this  time  the  heavens  were  opening 
over  all  parts  of  the  land  to  pour  down  salvation.  But 
upon  few  ministers  have  such  signal  marks  of  the  divine 
approval  in  the  form  of  continu^  success  been  plao^  as 
are  found  in  this  case.  For  three  years  the  heavens  seemed 
to  give  a  raiji  of  righteousness.  In  the  first  year  of  his 
labors  33,  in  the  second  28,  in  the  third  46  were  added 
to  the  church — 107  in  three  years.  More  than  160  were 
added  to  the  church  in  this  pastorate,  most  of  them  by  pro- 
fession. The  church  at  one  time  numbered  199.  But  his 
health  declined  and  he  was  obliged  to  desist  fix)m  his  woit 
He  is  author  of  an  interesting  work  on  our  church  polity. 

The  present  pastor.  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Jewett,  was  installed 
June  25,  1845.  He  is  laborious  and  affectionate,  uod 
deserves  well  at  their  hands.  The  church  had  declined  in 
numbers  somewhat  from  its  best  estate  when  he  entered  the 
field.    It  numbered  not  iGu:  from  150.    About  sixty  have 
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been  added  under  the  present  pastorate.  Mav  this  church 
ever  possess  the  spirit  and  principles  which  the  law  of  asso- 
ciation always  couples  with  the  endeared  name — Plymauik. 


THORNTON.* 

The  town  of  Thornton  was  first  settled  in  1770.  The 
first  settlers  were  anxious  to  have  the  gospel  preached  among 
them.  As  early  as  the  year  1778  or  79,  the  Kev.  Exjjerience 
Estabrook  was  preaching  among  the  people.  April  llth, 
1780,  a  church  was  organized  consisting  of  12  members. — 
The  church  was  orgamzed  in  the  presence  and  by  the  assist- 
ance of  Rev.  Nathan  Ward  pastor  of  the  church  in  Plym- 
outh, and  Rev.  Selden  Chifrcn  pastor  of  the  church  in  Camp- 
ton.  On  the  same  day,  a  "  Call"  was  riven  to  Mr.  Esta- 
brook to  settle,  signed  by  all  the  male  members  of  the 
church,  eiffht  in  number.  It  was  agreed  that  if  any  differ- 
ence shouH  arise  between  them  which  they  could  not  settle, 
'*  it  should  be  left  to  the  Grafton  Presbytery,  until  some 
Presbytery  or  Association  should  be  formed  nearer."  Mr. 
Estabrook  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  church  Aug.  23, 
1780.  As  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  this  church  join^  the 
Grafton  Presbytery  in  the  vear  1781.  About  this  time, 
some  difficultv  arose  in  the  cnurch  in  consequence  of  a  man 
not  being  wimng  to  have  his  child  baptized,  his  wife  being 
a  member  of  the  church.  The  next  difficulty  was  with  a 
member  for  driving  his  t-eam  on  the  Sabbath  farther  than 
was  sJlowed.  But  upon  his  saying  ^'  that  he  would  not  do 
it  again  unless  very  necessary,"  the  church  were  satisfied. 
June  11,  1786^  the  church  "  voted  to  choose  three  church 
officers  to  act  m  the  double  capacity  of  deacons  and  ruling 
elders."  It  was  in  this  year  that  Mr.  Estabrook  was  dis- 
missed. During  Mr.  Estabrooks'  ministry,  six  years  after 
the  formation  of  the  church,  it  had  increased  from  twelve  to 
forty  nine  members.  He  preached  in  a  log  school  house  in 
the  winter,  and  in  bams  during  the  summer.  In  December 
1786,  Mr.  Estabrook  proposed  for  a  dismission.  Whereupon 
a  town  meeting  was  immediately  caDed,  when  it  was  "  voted 
that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consult  with  Mr. 
Estabrook,  and  see  upon  what  terms  he  is  willing  to  be  dis- 
missed."   The  followmg  is  his  answer : — 

"  Thornton,  Dec.  26, 1786. 

This  may  certify  that  I  am  willing,  and  do  hereby  faind 

•  Sketoh  bf  Wm.  0.  Brown. 
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ttijedfy  (if  the  peopTe  in  tbia  town  see  fit  to  dismisB  me 
from  the  work  of  the  ministry,^  to  resign  up,  and  give  Ijadc 
to  the  town  as  much  of  what  t  ne  town  gave  me  on  settle- 
ment, as  indifferent  men  shall  judge  I  ought  to  give  up.  As 
witness  my  hand.  Exp.  Estabbook." 

Then,  "  voted  to  dismiss  Eev.  Exp.  Estabrook  from  the 
pastoral  charge  of  this  town.''  Also,  "  voted  not  to  refer 
the  above  mentioned  terms  to  indifferent  men" 

Mr.  Noah  Worcester  united  with  the  church  in  1783.  He 
came  into  the  town  a  vear  or  two  previous^  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  upon  which  he  worked  a  part  of  the  time,  and 
a  part  of  the  time  at  his  trade,  (a  shoemaker,)  while  another 
portion  of  his  time  he  spent  in  study.  Having  an  active 
and  vigorous  mind,  he  soon  acquired  at  his  own  fireside  stieh 
literary  knowledge,  that  the  degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred 
upon  nim  bv  the  faculty  of  Dartmouth  college.  About  the 
time  that  Mr.  Estabrook  was  dismissed,  Mr.  Worcester  con- 
templated entering  the  ministry.  "  June  2, 1787,  voted  to 
settle  Mr.  Worcester  as  a  minister  of  the  town."  The  ordi- 
nation of  Mr.  Worcester  took  place  in  October  1787  in  the 
open  field. 

In  1789  the  Meeting-house  was  built,  the  payment  for 
btdlding  materials  being  made  in  "wheat,  rye,  com,  and 
flax.''  The  following  record  is  also  made,  "  Mr.  Ran^  of- 
^red  one  gallon  of  rum,  as  his  part  of  the  spirit,  for  raieii^ 
the  Meeting-house.'*  In  1793  it  was  voted,  "  that  the  Meet- 
ing-house be  sweeped  six  times  a  year,  by  a  Saxon,  chosen 
by  vendue."  Nearly  aU  the  famihes,  within  eight  or  ten 
miles  of  the  Meeting-house,  were  in  tne  habit  of  punctttaHy 
attending  meeting  on  the  Sabbath.  A  church  covenant  was 
adopted  when  the  church  was  formed  in  1780,  which  was  re- 
vised in  1790 ;  in  1806,  a  new  church  covenant,  articles  of 
fidth,  and  church  practice  was  adopted.  Some  of  the  earlier 
members  of  the  church  were  from  Scotland,  and  received  cer- 
tificates of  church  membership,  before  leavii^  their  native 
land.  A  copy  of  one  we  will  here  introduce,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  it  relate  a  mournful  incident :  "  These  do  certiiRr 
that  the  Bearer  hereof,  Duncan  McDearmid  and  Elisabeth 
McLallan  his  Spouse^re  natives  of  this  Parish  of  Fortincall, 
(County  of  Perth)  feesided  amongst  us  mostly  from  flieir 
Infimcys,  behaving  themselves  Soterly  and  honestly,  fiw  of 
Church  Scandal  or  any  Ground  of  Censure  known  to  us ; 
and  have  been  Uommunicants  with  us  for  several  years  by 

Etst."    Signed  by  the  Minister  and  Elders.    While  Mr.  Mc- 
earmid  and  family  were  crossing  the  water,  in  coming  to 
this  country,  he  was  taken  sick  and  died.    As  they  were 
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about  committing  the  body  to  iv  watery  grave^  a  laroe  shark 
waQ  observed,  keeping  dose  to  the  vessel  Mrs.  Mc  Uearmid 
could  not  oonsent  to  have  the  body  of  her  husband  thus 
buried^  so  it  was  conckided  to  keep  it  on  board  till  the  next 
day.  But  the  shark  followed  the  vessel  a  week,  at  the  end 
<xf  which  time  they  arrived  at  New  York,  where  the  body  was 
committed  to  its  mother  earth. 

Mr.  Worcester  coutinued  hia  labors,  as  a  minister  of  the 
town,  till  about  the  year  1808  or  1809,  when  he  went  away, 
and  as  was  expected,  to  come  back  again;  but  he  never 
came  back  to  ]^reach  much.  But  he  was  still  the  pastor  of 
the  church  untd  1817,  when  that  relation  was  dissolved  by 
the  Plvmouth  Association,  which,  as  was  sometimes  done  in 
tho^e  da^s,  at  the  request  of  the  church,  resolved  itself  into 
a  council  During  his  ministry,  about  sixty  five  persons 
united  with  the  church,  mostly  oy  profession.  It  appears 
that  a  ^od  d^ree  of  harmony  existed  in  the  church  most 
of  the  time  that  Mr.  Worcester  preached,  till  near  the  close 
of  his  labors,  when  he  embraced  the  Unitarian  views  respect- 
ing the  Divinity  of  Christ.  About  tjiis  time,  he  wrote  and 
puolidied  a  book,  entitled,  ^^  Bible  News,''  in  which  he  ad- 
vocated the  above  mentioned  views  of  Christ's  Divinity. — 
This  caused  a  division  in  the  church,  some  of  its  members 
inclining  with  Mr.  Worcester,  and  walked  no  more  with  the 
diurch.  No  minister  fell  in  with  his  views  except  his  broth- 
er. Nothing  was  done  by  the  town  for  the  support  of  preach- 
ing, after  he  lefb  town. 

TJntil  1823,  the  church  was  supplied  with  preaching  but 
part  of  the  time.  The  names  of  the  ministers  wbo  supplied 
the  desk,  were  Washburn,  Bemis,  Brown,  Webber,  and  Dr. 
Spicer.  The  church  appears  to  have  been  in  a  low  state. — 
In  1820.  a  reli^us  society  was  formed,  and  chartered  by  the 
name  of  the  ^^TJnited  Congregational  Society  in  Thornton." 
Shortly  after  its  formation,  it  niunbered  65  members.  This 
society  immediately  voted  to  build  a  new  Meetii^-house, 
which  was  completed  in  1822,  at  a  cost  of  93000.  In  1824, 
a  parsonage  wa«  built,  which  cost  ^700,  and  which  is  now 
owned  by  the  society.  At  the  dedication  of  the  Meeting- 
house, the  following  items  of  expenses,  incurred  by  ministers 
and  delegates,  were  chan;ed  to  the  society: — ^^ Amount  for 
victualling  54  persons,  f  9.00 ;  for  brandy  and  W.  I.  mm. 
<F5.00 ;  for  sucar,  ^1.00 ;  total,  (15.00.  In  a  prayer,  offered 
by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Sutherland,  at  the  dedication  of  the  Meet- 
ii^-house,  the  following  expression,  relative  to  tiie  pulpit, 
was  msed :  "  0  Lord,  may  no  unclean  bird  ever  be  permittea 
to  enter  this  cage."    And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  the 
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ten  ministers^  who  have  since  successively  ministered  the 
Word  of  Life  to  this  church  and  people,  from  this  pulpit, 
not  one  has  been  known  to  bring  reproach  upon  his  profes- 
sion, or  a  wound  upon  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Bey.  Andrew  Bankin  commenced  his  labors  here  in  1823, 
and  was  settled  in  1824.  During  the  first  and  second 
yearSj  33  joined  the  church :  of  this  number,  20  joined  at 
one  time.  Mr.  Bankin  was  dismissed  Feb.  4, 1829.  He  was 
an  eflScient  laborer.  In  1825,  a  new  church  Covenant,  and 
Confession  of  Faith,  was  adopted.  There  were  admitted  to 
the  church  during  Mr.  Bankin's  ministry  in  the  town,  which 
was  nearly  sixvyears,  46  persons,  mostly  by  profession.  The 
church,  during  a  part  of  this  time,  had  severe  trials  and  diffi- 
culties to  pass  through.  It  appears  that  labor  was  taken  up 
with  a  number  of  the  members,  most  of  whom,  on  their  con- 
fession to  the  church,  were  restored.  But  one  individual,  a 
prominent  member,  was  finally  cut  oflf  fix)m  the  church.  He 
soon  after  professed  to  be  a  Universalist,  and  about  this  time, 
a  number  of  the  members  of  the  society  embraced  the  same 
views,  and  these,  together  with  many  others,  for  various  rea- 
sons, left  the  society,  so  that  in  1837  only  eight  members 
belonged  to  it. 

In  June  1829,  Bev.  Kiah  Bayley  was  engaged  to  preach, 
and  continued  his  labors  with  the  church  about  three  years. 
Under  his  ministry  four  persons  were  received  to  the  enurch 
by  letter  and  three  by  profession.  Soon  aftier  he  left^  the 
Bev.  Sylvester  Dana  was  hired  to  preach,  and  contmued 
with  the  church  nearly  three  years.  As  nearly  as  we  can 
learn,  29  persons  were  taken  into  the  church  duiing  his  min- 
istry, most  of  them  by  letter.  The  church  was  first  assisted 
by  the  New  Hampshire  Missionary  Society  while  Mr.  Dana 
was  here.  The  aid  received  was  9 100.  In  September  1837, 
Bev.  James  Thompson  was  engaged  to  preach,  and  labored 
with  the  church  and  people  two  years.  Aid  received  from 
Missionary  Society,  JIOO.  No  persons  admitted  to  the 
church  under  his  ministry  except  himself  and  wife.  March 
1838.  a  confession  of  faith  and  church  covenant  was  pre- 
pared and  adopted,  the  old  one  having  got  misplaced,  not 
having  been  copied  into  the  church  book.  After  Mr.  Thomp- 
son left,  the  Bev.  Jonathan  Ward  preached  for  about  one 
year.  This  was  in  1840.  Jan.  12, 1841,  Bev.  Samuel  Kings- 
Dury  commenced  ministerial  labors  here.  He  preached  nearly 
two  years,  was  aided  by  the  Missionary  Society  9 100.  ¥i)m 
persons  were  received  to  the  church  by  profession  while  Mr. 
fanffsbury  was  here.  After  Mr.  Kingsbury  left,  the  church 
hired  preaching  for  a  few  weeks  or  mcmtbus  at  a  time,  fi>r 
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about  three  years.  The  ministers  who  were  thus  hired, 
were  Rev.  Jonathan  Ward,  Rev.  Mr.  Wason  and  Rev.  Wor- 
cester Willey,  now  missionary  amone  the  Cherokee  Indians. 
No  additions  to  the  church  during  this  period.  It  appears 
to  have  been  in  a  broken  state,  and  religion  low.  In 
December  1844,  the  Rev.  William  P.  Gale  was  unanimously 
invited  by  the  church  to  become  their  pastor,  which  request 
was  complied  with.  He  was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  care 
of  the  church  Jan.  1, 1845,  after  it  had  been  without  a  pas- 
tor nearly  sixteen  years.  The  church  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Gale 
9  200  per  year  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage,  he  also  receiving 
9 100  a  year  from  the  Missionary  Society.  He  remained 
with  the  church  a  little  more  than  seven  years,  and  finally 
left  for  want  of  support,  in  February  1851.  During  his 
ministry,  six  persons  were  received  to  the  church  bv  letter, 
and  one  by  profession.  The  secoM  year  of  Mr.  Gfde's  min- 
istry, the  society  increased  from  seven  to  sixteen  members. 
At  the  time  Mr.  Gale  left,  the  Rev.  James  Hobart  was 
engi^ed  to  preach.  He  labored  with  the  church  and  people 
for  about  twenty  months.  One  person  was  received  to  the 
church  by  letter  while  he  was  here.  It  appears  that  there 
have  been  four  revivals  of  religion  in  the  church  since  its 
formation,  seventy  five  years  w^,  viz :  two  under  Mr.  Wor- 
cester's preachinc,  one  under  Mr.  Rankin's,  and  one  under 
Mr.  Dana's.  The  church  has  had  four  settled  ministers, 
viz  :  Mr.  Estabrook,  Mr.  Worcester,  Mr.  Rankin  and  Mr. 
GMe.  The  largest  number  belonging  to  the  church  at  any 
one  time  was  75 — about  the  year  1826.  The  whole  number 
of  persons  which  have  been  received  into  the  church  since 
its  formation  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  210.  The 
present  number  of  resident  church  members  is  nine.  There 
are  onlj  four  acting  male  members,  and  two  of  these  are 
intending  to  remove,  so  that  the  mournful  question  involun- 
tarily arises  in  the  minds  of  the  little  remnant  left,  ^^  By 
whom  shall  Jacob  arise  ?"  The  societv  own  a  large  Meeting- 
house and  a  convenient  parsonage  that  are  fast  going  to 
decav.  Since  1824,  77  persons  have  been  baptized — mostly 
children.  There  are  in  town  two  small  Freewill  Baptist 
churches,  one  Methodist  church,  a  Universalist  society  and 
a  few  Calvinist  Baptists.  There  are  230  families  in  the 
town,  and  probably  not  more  than  150  persons  in  the  whole 
town  are  regular  in  their  attendance  upon  public  worship  on 
the  Sabbath.  There  are  about  60  fiimilies  in  the  town, 
where  either  one  or  both  the  heads  of  the  fBimily  are  profess- 
edly pious,  and  yet  it  is  thouf^ht  there  are  but  about  eight- 
teen  or  twenty  of  these  families  that  regularly  have  family 
worship.   The  Sabbath  is  most  awfully  desecrated  in  the  town. 
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WENTWORTH. 

Rot.  I.  Datii. 

This  town  was  incorporated  Nov.  1, 1776.  The  inkib- 
itants  enjoyed  Congregational  preaohi^  only  occagionaUy 
until  about  1830,  when  Bev.  Jamee  Hobart  spent  Bomo 
/  months  among  them.  In  the  time  of  his  labors  a  churoli 
was  organized,  consisting  of  eight  members.  Bev.  Increase 
8.  Davis  assisted  in  the  oiganization  of  the  church,  and  was 
invited  to  preach  to  them  and  settle  with  them.  He  com* 
menced  his  labors  among  them  the  following  May,  and  io^ 
mediately  the  Spirit  was  pouied  out^  and  about  one  hundred 
professed  a  hope  in  Christ. 

Mr.  Davis  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church  June  20, 
1833.  The  work  of  grace  continued  for  two  years,  and  about 
sixty  were  added  to  the  church.  Since  that  time  two  sear 
sons  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  have  oo- 
cnrred,  and  30  more  have  been  added,  maUng  98  in  all  wIm 
have  belonged  to  the  church — 34  males  iumI  64  females. — 
There  are  now  45  membersi  Several  have  moved  awav,  aad 
others  have  died.  The  state  of  this  c(mHnunity  calls  loudly 
for  the  prayers  of  GKxl's  people  in  behalf  of  Zion. 


WEST  LBBAHON. 

R«T.  RuFUt  Casi. 

This  church  was  organized  by  an  ecclesiastical  counoU 
convened  for  the  purpose,  Nov.  8, 1849.  It  consisted  of  44 
members^  mostly  from  the  church  worshiping  at  Lebanon 
Centre,  four  miles  distant.  These  individuals  were  r^uW* 
ly  dismissed,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  new  church. — 
Though  the  immedicUe  occasion  of  ihe  separation  was  ih# 
dismission  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Cooke,  and  questions  connected 
with  that  in  regard  to  which  there  was  cufEerence  of  opinkva 
and  feeling,  and  though  it  was  submitted  to  by  many  oi 
both  sides  with  r^ret,  yet  it  was  effected  without  the  sacori- 
fice  of  Christian  teUowship,  and  questions  growing  out  of  it 
v^e  amicably  adjusted. 

Some  eighteen  months  before  ito  separation  was  effected^ 
«t  the  first  meeting  of  the  members  purposing  to  withdraw, 
they  appointed  a  committee  to  select  a  site  for  a  chuidi, 
and  pa»aed  the  foUowiog  resohition : — ^^  That  we  go  on  uni"> 
tedly  and  support  the  gospel  at  the  Centre  as  heretofoii 
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until  the  times  i^mll  demand  a  separation  from  the  church 
at  the  Centre/'  In:  the  mean  time  subscriptk^ns  were  pro<- 
onred  and  measures  ti^n  &r  building  a  house  of  worship  at 
West  Lebanon.  The  Meeting-house  was  erected  opposite 
White  River  Junction  in  June  1849,  and  after  being  com- 
pleted, was  dedicated  Not.  8,  the  day  on  whiah  the  church 
was  organized.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Prof. 
Haddock,  D.D.  After  the  dedication  of  the  church,  services 
were  regularly  sustained  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  ordinances 
administered,  generally  by  Professors  at  Hanover  until  a 
r^ular  supply  was  obtained. 

Feb,  27, 1851,  Rev.  Rufus  Case  was  unanimously  invited 
to  become  the  pastor  and  teacher  of  this  church.  On  the 
25th  of  June  foUowing  he  was  installed  by  an  ecclesiastical 
council  as  the  first  pastor. 

Oapt.  Joseph  Wood,  who  completed  his  90th  year  the 
day  the  church  was  organized  and  house  dedicated,  after 
having  subscribed  liberally  toward  building  the  Meeting- 
house, proposed  to  the  society  that  if  they  would  go  on  md 
build  a  good  parsonage^  he  would  give  the  society  1 1000  for 
a  permanent  nind,  to  aid  in  supporting  the  gospel.  Though 
ttev  had  gone,  as  they  thought,  about  to  the  extent  of  their 
ability  in  building  the  Meeting-house,  they  accepted  his 
offer,  fulfilled  the  conditions  and  secured  the  fund.  And 
the  venerable  Patriarch,  now  in  his  97th  year,  still  lives  to 
rejoice  in  the  success  of  the  effort  to  establish  gospel  ordi- 
nances in  this  part  of  the  town,  and  has  b^n  able  to  attend 
quite  constantly  on  the  Sabbatn  services. 

The  wisdom  of  the  undertaking,  though  doubted  at  first 
by  some  good  men,  has  been  made  apparent  by  the  result, 
^e  village  has  very  much  increased  in  size,  and  most  of  the 
fionilies,  were  there  no  church  near  them,  would  be  deprived 
of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  altogether.  The  congregation 
has  been  slowly  increasing  to  the  present  time,  and  now 
numbeDrs  about  two  hundred.  The  whole  number  added  to 
the  church  is  34,  making  the  a^regate  number  connected 
with  it  from  the  beginning  78.  The  present  number  is  65. 
An  interesting  Sabbath  ^ool  has  been  maintained  from 
the  beginning.  The  monthly  concert  has  been  attended 
every  month  since  Jamiary  1850.  The  amount  contributed 
by  the  church  for  the  various  olnects  of  benevolence  during 
these  five  years,  is  9984,33—9236  of  this  sum  in  1855.— 
The  salary  of  the  pastor  which  was  at  first  9550,  was  the 
last  year  raised  to  1^600. 

During  the  last  year  an  edifice  has  been  completed  for  a 
Finale  Seminaiy  at  a  cost  of  over  915;00a— flOOO  wa« 
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oontributed  by  the  venerable  Capt.  Wood,  before  alladed  to ; 
in  all  over  J  5000  by  the  citizens  of  West  Lebanon^  and 
110,000  was  given  by  William  Tilden,  Esq.  of  New  York, 
whose  name  the  seminary  bears.  This  school  it  is  hoped 
will  subserve,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  cause  of  sound  learn- 
ing and  of  true  piety,  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

While  we  record,  with  hunmity,  the  fact  that  since  the 
organization  of  the  church  there  has*  been  no  special  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit,  or  general  revival,  we  are  permitted 
to  say  that  entire  harmony  has  prevailed,  and  outward 
prosperity  has  been  enjoyed.  May  the  time  of  refreshing 
soon  come. 


FOURTEEN  TOWNS. 

Benton.  (Formerly  Coventry.) — It  is  very  mountainous ; 
has  a  population  of  478  souls,  though  granted  in  1764 
and  settleJi  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  There  are  a  few 
Methodists  and  a  Freewill  Baptist  church  of  51  members. 

Ellsworth.  (Trecothick.)— Population  in  1850  was  320. 
A  Freewill  Baptist  society  of  65  members. 

Grafton.— Granted  1761.  First  settled  1772.  A  Bap- 
tist church  was  formed  here  1785,  and  in  1817  there  were 
two,  but  none  appear  now  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Baptist 
Convention.  IT nah  Smith  labored  here.  A  Freewill  Bap- 
tist church  was  formed  in  1817 — had  40  members  in  1823. 
No  denomination  reports  a  church  there  at  this  time.  Pop- 
ulation 1259. 

HoLDERNESS. — Granted  1761,  to  68  proprietors  who  are 
said  to  have  held  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  England. — 
Yet  men  from  Barrin^ton  and  others  not  of  this  faith  set- 
tled here.  The  propnetors  were  not  usually  the  only  set- 
tlers and  often  none  of  them  were  actually  such.  An  Epis- 
copal church  was  early  established  here  and  had  Rev.  Robert 
Fowle  for  rector  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  was  ordain- 
ed by  Bishop  Seabury  at  Portsmouth  in  1791.  A  rector 
was  recently  constituted  here  by  Bishop  Chase.  A  Free- 
will Baptist  church  here  embraces  137  members. 

Rev.  Mr.  Rich,  CongremtionalisL  was  here  in  1829  and 
much  interest  was  manircsted.  He  found  20  persons  fit  to 
unite  as  he  then  thought  in  church  covenant.  In  1833, 
Rev.  J.  Hobart  spent  a  few  weeks  here.  In  1839  a  chuidi 
of  13  members  was  in  existence^  but  when  formed  we  have 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


FOURTEEN   TOWNS.  581 

not  ascertained,  and  Bev.  John  Saddard  was  their  minister 
for  a  time. 

Landaff. — Incorporated  1764.  Population  948.  Meth- 
odist members  121.  There  are  a  few  Freewill  Baptists  in 
town. 

Lincoln. — Incorporated  1764.    Population  57. 

Lisbon. — Inconporated  1768.  Formerly  called  Chinth- 
toait,  and  later,  (hncord.  As  early  as  1800  Freewill  Bap- 
tist and  Methodist  societies  existed  here.  There  are  now 
of  Methodists  123  members ;  of  Freewill  Baptists  100. 

Lyman. — A  church  was  formed  here  in  1814  by  Eev.  D. 
Sutherland,  who  often  preached  to  the  people.  In  1816  a 
revival  of  great  interest  occurred  and  Rev.  Samuel  Goddard 
labored  here.  In  December,  22  were  admitted  to  the  church ; 
and  in  March  following  14  more.  In  1832  the  church  num- 
bered 53  members.  Population  742.  A  Methodist  society 
is  here  of  73  members. 

Monroe. — Formerlv  Lyman  West.  Incorporated  1854. 
Population  700.    A  church  of  26  members  was  here  in  1821. 

Orange. — Formerly  Cardigan.  Incorporated  1781. — 
Population  451.  Rev.  J.  8.  Winter  labored  here  in  1828. 
A  few  family  altars  were  set  up,  and  in  May  a  church  of 
eight  members  from  Canaan  was  formed  and  six  were  added 
to  it  at  that  time  and  five  more  soon  after.  In  1832  Rev. 
N.  Lambert  was  here  four  weeks.  A  house  of  worship  was 
built  and  dedicated  in  1833.  A  small  society  of  20  Free- 
will Baptists  is  reported  here. 

RuMNEY. — Incorporated  1767.  Population  1109.  A 
Baptist  church  of  118  members  is  here. 

Warren. — Incorporated  1763.  Population  872.  A 
Baptist  church  of  163  members  here  and  in  Wentworth ; 
Freewill  Baptists  35. 

Waterville. — Incorporated  1829.    Population  40. 

Woodstock. — Formerly  Peding  and  Fairfield.  Incor- 
porated 1763.  Population  418.  Baptists  43  members; 
Freewill  Baptists  5o. 
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CONWAY.t 

The  church  in  Conway  was  organized  by  the  Key.  Mr. 
Feasenden,  of  Fryeburg,  Me.,  Aug.  18,  1778.  Eight  per- 
cons  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  church  at  the  time  of 
the  church  being  gathered.  Nathaniel  Porter  was  installed 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Conway  by  an  ecclesiastical  coundl 
conyenad  for  that  purpose  by  the  desire  of  the  church,  Oct. 
28, 1778.  The  last  date  of  his  in  the  church  records  was 
Jan.  28,  1821.  He  was  neyer  dismissed  from  the  churchy 
though  he  preached  in  Fryeburg,  Me.  after  he  had  done 
preaching  in  Conway.  The  number  gathered  into  the 
church  during  his  ministry  was  105.  Dr.  Porter  was  bom 
in  Topsfield,  Ms.  Jan.  14,  1745  ;  graduated  at  Harvard 
uniyersity  1768  ;  ordwbaed  to  the  Christian  ministry  at  Kew 
Durham  ;  deceased  Noy.  11, 1836.  He  endured  great  pii- 
yations  here^ — "  worked  by  day  and  wrote  his  B&rmooB  by 
the  Ught  of  pitch  wood  at  night/^ 

May  26, 1824,  Benjamin  G.  Willey  was  ordained  colleMBoe 
with  l)r.  Porter,  and  was  acting  pastor  untQ  1832.  The 
number  gathered  into  the  churcn  during  his  ministry  was 
63.  Eey.  Mr.  Willey  was  a  natiye  of  Conway,  is  now  in 
Sumner,  Me.  Allen  Gannet  came  to  this  town  in  1833  ; 
ordained  Jan.  20,  1836  ;  was  dismissed  June  22,  1838. — 
Members  gathered  into  liie  church  during  his  ministry,  39. 
Bey.  Mr.  Gannet  is  a  natiye  of  Tamworth,  is  now  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Bey.  John  Wilde  was  installed  pastor  of  this 
church  June  12,  1839.      Dismissed  May  1845.      Members 

gthered  into  the  church  while  Mr.  Wilde  was  here,  17. 
jy.  S.  S.  Tappan  was  installed  July  11, 1849,— dismissed 
July  6,  1852.  One  receiyed  into  the  church  during  his 
labors.  The  present  number  of  this  church  is  70.  Sixty 
seyen  haye  died  since  the  organization  of  the  church.  Only 
ten  of  the  male  members  liye  in  Conway.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  Bey.  Mr.  Willey  who  was  awhile  the  minister  of 

•  See  MTerel  towns  at  end  of  oonnty. 
t  SIlBteh  bf  DtA.  Jonatbui  Etftman,  more  than  lour  toore  yean  old. 
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this  chur^,  and  a  native  of  the  town,  was  so  acceptable  a 
|»nacher  tint  the  people  came  forward  and  raised  a  &ir  sub- 
wripiion,  although  thej  had  done  but  very  little  before  for 
Hbe  ministt^.  In  1827  more  than  tiiiriy  hopeful  conyersions 
ooeurred  ;  m  1831  nine  imited  with  the  church.  May  others 
firom  among  her  sons  yet  arise  to  comfort  her. 


EFFINaHAM. 

The  first  settlers  of  ^e  town  were  mostly  professors  of 
feligion,  of  the  Gongp^ational  order,  and  many  of  them 
Aom  North  Hampton  and  vicinity.  The  town  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1778,  ana  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March  1779,  they 
voted  to  raise  J  20  for  preaching.  In  September  1780  they 
voted  to  unite  with  other  adjoining  towns  in  the  support  of 
ihe  Bev.  John  Adams,  as  a  preacher  of  the  0)spel.  He  was 
to  preach  in  Effingham  12  Sabbaths,  and  to  receive  six 
iNifihels  of  com  per  Sabbath  and  his  board.  In  1783, 
''Hired  Rev.  Mr.  Balch  to  preach  12  Sabbaths  at  94  per 
Sabbath."  Three  years  later,  Bev.  Mr.  Hall  was  emplc^^ 
six  Sabbaths  at  94  per  Sabbath,  to  be  paid  in  com  or  grain 
«t  46.  per  bunheL  Until  1793  tney  annually  raised  a  small 
«nm  to  be  expended  icK  preaching.  This  year  Bev.  Jacob 
lUmball  was  ^ered  the  ministerial  land  and  £50  to  settle  - 
«8  minister.  7%is  wpears  not  to  have  been  done.  Bev. 
Messrs.  Wyeth  and  Ames  preached  a  portion  c^  the  time  in 
1794.  In  1800  they  raised  $100  and  voted  that  Baptists, 
by  presenting  a  certificate  that  they  belonged  to  a  Baptist 
society,  and  attended  a  Baptist  meeting,  should  be  exempt- 
ed firom  ministerial  tax.  In  1802  one  Mr.  Whipple  was 
employed.  In  1803,  voted  to  divide  the  ministerial  land 
between  the  Baptists  and  Congregationalists,  according  to 
the  ntunber  of  rateable  polls  belonging  to  each.  This  was 
not  done  at  this  time.  At  the  same  time  Bev.  Gideon  Burt 
was  invited  to  settle  at  a  salary  of  J300.  He  accepted  the 
call,  and  was  the  only  settled  pastor  the  Congregationalists 
have  ever  had.  July  1805,  voted  to  tacc  the  Congr^tion- 
alists  only.  The  same  year,  his  salary  being  unpaid,  he  sued 
Khe  town  for  what  was  aue — about  ^420 — thcr^  paid  it,  he 
was  dismissed,  and  gave  the  Baptists  a  deed  of  one-third  of 
ihe  ministeritd  land. 

The  church  of  whidi  Mr.  Burt  was  pastor  was  probabfy 
cvganised  about  A.  D.  1800,  but  (he  exact  iime  cannot  be 
ascertained.    It  is  said  to^veJMen  done  by  Bev.  Mr.  Hid- 
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den  of  Tamworth.  This  church  lost  its  visibility  and  in 
1836  the  present  church  was  formed.  In  the  recoias  of  the 
new  church  15  names  are  given  of  members  of  the  old  churdt 
As  to  the  present  church  we  find  this  record :  "  This  church 
(the  old  one)  being  for  a  long  time  destitute  of  the  stated 
means  of  grace  and  deprived  of  the  r^ular  administration 
of  the  ordmances,  had  nearly  become  extinct,  until  the  year 
1836,  when  it  was  again  revived  and  re-organized  under  the 
ministry  of  J.  H.  Mordough.  Mr.  Mordough  received  an 
invitation  from  the  church  and  society  to  labor  with  them 
as  their  minister,  and  was  ordained  as  an  evangelist  May 
18, 1836.''  The  church  at  its  re-organization  consisted  of  five 
members.  Since  then  48  have  Seen  added,  making  53  in 
the  whole.  The  present  number  is  26,  Children  baptized, 
19.  How  long  Mr.  Mordough  labored  with  the  church  is 
uncertain.  The  last  entry  of  his  in  the  record  is  July  5, 
1839.  In  1842  Bev.  James  Doldt  labored  among  them. — 
April  1849,  Rev.  Elias  Cbapnian  commenced  laboring  with 
them  one-half  of  the  time ;  this  arrangement  continued  one 
and  a  half  year.  Since  that  time  they  have  had  no  regular 
preaching  except  from  March  1854  to  March  1855,  when  th^ 
were  supplied  one-fourth  of  the  time  by  Bev.  Leander  8. 
Tripp,  a  jBaptist.  They  are  now  destitute.  The  Baptist 
church  contains  about  tmrty  members.  Three  Freewill  Bap- 
tist churches  embrace  more  than  100  members.  One  of  these 
last,  to  which  Bev.  Kahum  Fobs  ministers,  meet  in  the 
same  village  with  the  Congregational  church,  and  its  mem- 
bers often  unite  with  them  in  worship. 


MOULTONBOBOUGH.* 

Her.  W.  P.  Apthokp. 

The  town  was  incorporated  Nov.  27, 1777.  Bev.  Samud 
Perley,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  1763,  was  settled  in  the  to^«fn 
Oct.  8, 1778.  He  had  preached  for  the  people  a  year  or 
more  previous  to  his  settlement,  but  was  dismissed  about 
one  year  after  it.  Bev.  Jeremiah  Shaw  succeeded  him,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard,  settled  Nov.  17,  1779,  and  continued 
m  office  until  1816,  a  period  of  fifty  two  years.  He  preach- 
ed more  or  less  for  the  church  for  six  years  after  his  dismis- 
sion. He  solemnized  400  marriages.  He  was  a  man  of  a 
quiet  turn ;  his  judgment  was  gocd.  He  published  a  work  in 
answer  to  Ballon  on  the  Atonement — ''Great  is  the  Mysteiy 

•  Sketch  liy  Conptter. 
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of  GodKnoss."  He  died  in  1834  a^  87  years  and  9 
months.  Bev.  Joshua  Dodge  followed  him,  a  graduate  (^ 
Dartmouth  1806,  settled  Feb.  27, 1828.  Mr.  Dodge  fitted 
for  college  at  Atkinson  Academy  under  the  tuition  of  the 
Hon.  John  Vose — studied  theology  with  Eev.  Drs.  Manas- 
seh  Cutler,  Abiel  Abbott,  and  Samuel  Worcester — was  set- 
tled in  the  first  parish,  Haverhill,  Ms.,  Dec.  21, 1808.  and 
dismissed  in  1827.  He  published  a  ^^  second  centennial  ser- 
mon on  the  Tianding  of  our  Fore&thers,  1820.'"  Mr.  Dodge 
still  lives  and  continues  to  sustain  the  relation  of  pastor. — 
Bev.  Jonathan  B.  Cook  was  setded  as  colleague  pastor  Dec. 
18, 1850,  and  dismissed  in  1854.  Eev.  W.  Willey  has  beeji 
employea  as  stated  supply.  Bev.  W.  P.  Apthorp  was  set- 
tied  in  the  ministry  here  m  January  1855.  The  church.now 
numbers  73  members,  and  its  days  of  greater  prosperity,  it 
is  hoped,  axe  come, 


OSSIPEE. 

Bev.  HoBACB  Wood. 

This  town  was  incorporated  in  1785.  The  Congregation- 
al church  was  organized  Sept.  26,  1806,  by  Bev.  James 
Thurston  and  Bev.  David  McGregore,  embracing  20  mem- 
bers. For  some  ei^t  or  ten  yearo,  this  little  band,  united 
and  haimomoos,  met  together  on  the  Sabbath  for  religious 
worship  in  some  private  dwelling-house,  and  for  ten  or 
twelve  years  longer  in  a  school-house.  Missionaries  were 
employed  a  portion  of  the  time,  but  when  without  a  minis- 
ter they  would  meet  to^m^  axApraj/y  and  recui  ^ermonsy — 
and  the  Lord  Uessed  them,  and  added  to  their  number. — 
The  whole  nnmber  that  have  united  with  the  church  at  the 
time,  and  since  its  organization,  is  153.  Present  number  71. 
A  house  for  public  wordiip  was  built  in  1827.  Sometime  in 
the  month  oi  May.  the  first  tree  was  felled  for  the  fiame  <^ 
the  house,  and  in  January  following  the  house  was  complet- 
ed and  dedicated.  The  Lord  prospered  them,  and  they  took 
courage.  In  about  a  year  after  the  Meeting-nouse  was  built 
a  dwdling-house  and  some  fifty  acres  of  land  were  purchased 
for  a  parsonage.  In  order  to  secure  both  of  the  above 
objects,  the  members  of  the  society  had  to  tax  themselves 
firom  ^25  to  9250  each,  when  their  means  were  compara- 
tively small  But  they  did  it  with  cheetful  hearts.  In 
1852  the  interior  of  the  Meeting-house  was  re-modeled^  and 
veiy  much  improved.  The  congregation  is  not  laige,  but 
very  uniform^  irxespeetive  of  the  weather. 
38 
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The  first  stated  supply  of  preaching  was  in  1823.  Pre- 
vious to  this  time,  there  was  occasionarpreaching  by  itiner- 
ant missionaries,  and  by  Rev.  Samuel  Hidden  of  Tamworth, 
who  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  this  little  church, 
and  who. watched  over  it  with  paternal  aflfection  till  his 
death.  The  stated  supplies  from  1823  to  1828  were — Rev. 
Thomas  Jameson  of  Effingham,  Rev.  Messrs.  Noyse,  Gkty- 
lord,  and  Hubbard.  They  were  sustained  in  part  by  mis- 
sionary aid,  and  their  labors  were  for  portions  of  years  only. 
In  1828,  the  pulpit  was  supplied,  a  portion  of  the  time^  by 
ministers  from  the  neighboring  towns,  of  different  denomina- 
tions. 

Sept.  23, 1829,  Rev.  Samud  Arnold  was  installed  pastor 
of  the  church.  Mr.  Arnold  was  their  first  pastor,  and 
received  from  the  church  most  cordial  sympathy  and  cooper- 
ation. They  had  been  so  long  without  a  shepherd,  it  is  not 
strange  that  they  were  now  greatly  comforted.  But  a 
greater  trial  was  in  store  for  them  than  they  had  ever  before 
experienced,  and  from  an  unlooked  for  source.  Some  five 
months  after  Mr.  Arnold  was  ordained,  a  complaint  was 
made  against  him  before  the  grand  jury,  for  wnipping  an 
adopted  child.  The  Court  was  then  in  session  at  Itover. — 
When  information  was  received  by  the  church  that  he  was 
indicted  by  the  grand  jury,  thev  immediately  drew  up  a 
very  earnest  petition  on  his  behali  and  forwwrded  it  to  the 
Court.  It  shows  them  a  people  who  loved  their  pastor  ten- 
derly. The  petition  was  signed  by  the  mother  and  relations 
of  the  child,  and  most  of  the  members  of  the  church  and 
society.  The  case  was  tried  before  one  jury  who  coidd  not 
agree, — and  afterwards  dismissed  from  court  as  a  nonsuit. 

Though  Mr.  Arnold  was  generally  sustained  by  the  church 
and  society,  there  were  some  strongly  prejudiced  against 
him.  In  1831,  about  a  year  after  the  above,  he  requested  a 
dismission,  which  was  readily  granted,  the  church  being 
frilly  convinced  that  his  usefrilness  was  at  an  end.  He  after- 
wards left  the  ministry  and  is  supposed  to  be  dead. 

Perhaps  no  one  felt  this  trial,  outside  of  the  church  itself, 
more  keenly  than  Rev.  Mr.  Hidden  of  Tamworth.  Remarks 
his  biographer,  "Four  whole  nights  he  gave  no  sleep  to  his 
eyes  nor  slumber  to  his  eyelids.  He  prayed  that  the  divi- 
sions might  be  healed,  and  that  he  who  had  been  constituted 
their  spiritual  guide  might  prove  in  heart  and  life  what  he 
had  pledged  himself  to  be.  But  in  this  his  hopes  were 
blasted.  Said  he,  'I  have  never  had  my  heart  wrung  with 
such  anguish,  in  all  the  trials  I  have  witnessed.  This  is  a 
bitter  cup.  It  seems  as  though  the  Lord  was  making  a  trial 
of  my  faith.'" 
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Bey.  Mr.  Sanders  next  supplied  liie  desk,  and  remained 
nearly  two  years.  Kev.  Abel  Manning  came  in  1834,  and 
continved  till  the  early  part  of  1837,  when  Rev.  John  S. 
Winter  entered  this  field  and  was  installed  Noyember  1837, 
and  continued  till  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  30,  1848. 
Mr.  Winter's  salary  was  $200,  with  use  of  parsonage,  and 
privilege  of  being  absent  one-fourth  of  the  time.  He  usual- 
ly had  a  (Commission  from  the  Home  Missionary  Society  for 
Tuftonboroueh  or  Ossipee  Comer,  at  one  of  which  places  he 
usually  preached  every  fourth  Sabbath.  During  Mr.  Win- 
ter's ministry  there  were  added  to  the  church  by  profession 
45,  by  letter  5.  In  May  1848,  Rev.  Horace  Wood  was 
engf^ged  as  stated  supply,  and  continues  to  be  the  acting 
pastor  of  the  church.  The  amount  contributied  to  several 
oenevolent  objects  is  from  J 120  to  ?  140,  annually.'  The 
church  and  society  have  held  on  their  way  with  very  remark- 
aWe  uniformity.  Three  from  the  church  have  become  min- 
isters of  the  gospd,  and  one  is  now  studying  wiili  the  min- 
istry in  view. 

The  first  church  oi»anized  in  town  was  Calvinist  Baptist, 
betwe^a  1796  and  1800,  which  is  now  nearly  extinct.  Their 
minister  was  Rev.  Wentworth  Lord,  who  preached  in  this 
town  and  Parsonsfield,  Me.,  about  twenty  yoars.  The  first 
Meeting-house  built  in  town  was  erected  m  or  near  1800, 
€uid  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Lord.  It  is  now  standing,  (though 
re-modeled,)  at  Ossipee  Comer.  A  town  hidl  occupies  the 
lower  floor.  The  upper  part  is  finished  for  a  Meeting-house 
and  owned  by  the  pew-holders  of  some  four  different  denom- 
inations. There  are  five  churches  of  the  Freewill  Baptist 
order,  all  of  which  are  small,  and  some  four  or  five  Baptist 
ministers,  only  two  of  whom  are  under  engagement  and 
permanently  employed  as  preachers  at  the  present  time. — 
The  present  number  of  inhabitants  in  town  is  a  little  rising 
of  2000.  Average  attendance  upon  public  worship,  between 
400  and  500.  Sabbath  School  and  BiUe  class  scholars  from 
200  to  260.  Some  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  portion  of  the 
town  where  is  now  the  Congregational  church,  were  stable, 
Christian  men, — of  the  Puritamc  stamp,  and  their  influence 
is  still  felt. 


SANDWICH.* 

Sandwich  was  granted — by  charter  from  Benning  Went- 
worth,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  in 

•  Sketch  bf  Dea.  Jeremiah  Pnrber. 
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1763— to  various  proprietors,  who  were  to  reserve  one  right 
of  land  for  the  glebe,  one  for  the  society  for  propagating  the 
gospel,  one  for  a  minister,  and  one  for  schools.  The  first 
settlements  commenced  in  1764,  and  the  first  settiers  were 
from  Exeter  and  the  adjaoent  towns.  Time  had  loosened 
the  strict  principles  of  our  ancestors,  who  were  Pnritans  or 
the  disciples  of  lU^r  Williams.  The  cares,  anxieties  and 
hardships  of  a  ron^  soil ;  dependent  families  and  a  wilder^ 
ness  comitrv,  had  choked  the  seed  of  earlier  years,  and  their 
hearts  had  oecoiiie  a  moral  desert.  In  the  early  settlement 
of  the  town  the  Friends  assembled  for  pnhlic  worship,  and 
have  continaed  a  respectable  society  to  tins  i&j.  With  this 
exception,  no  religious  order  was  supported  m  town  until 

Elder Jewell  was  settled  as  a  Calvinistic  Baptmt^ 

who  received  one  out  of  the  four  lots  in  the  right  for  the  first 
settled  minister,  and  relinquished  the  three  remaining  lots  to 
the  town^  whien  were  sold  with  the  four  school  lots  aad 
invested  m  the  school  fiind.  The  other  public  rights  have 
been  appropriated  agreeable  to  the  literal  construction  of  the 
grant  and  reservation,  and  the  town  has  in  no  way  been  ben- 
efitted by  them.  The  Freewill  Baptists  were  eariy  intro- 
duced here,  and  Bocm  became  numerous.  The  Methodists 
soon  followed.  The  Oalvinist  Baptist  churdi  ultitnately 
became  extihct.  Those  few  disposed  to  enjoy  Congr^atioDal 
preaching  worshiped  at  Tamworth  or  Houltonborough,  where 
ancient  Congregational  churohes  wero  established  and  the 
gospel  preached.  But  occasionally  the  Bev.  Mr.  Hidden  of 
Tamworth,  and  Mr.  Gram  of  Exeter,  preached  gratuitously 
to  the  people  in  this  place.  In  1811,  Mr.  Clarke,  a  mission- 
ary from  the  New  Hampshiro  Missionary  Society  6ent  to 
Ossipee,  preached  hero  one  Sabbath,  and  once  or  twice  on 
week  days.  In  1814,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Taylor  was  sent  tiiree 
months  from  the  New  Ham^hiro  Missionary  Society,  and 
the  same  year  Bev.  William  Cogswell,  D.D.  a  licentiate  at 
that  time,  was  sent  three  months  bv  the  Massachusetts 
Missionary  Society,  whose  labors  wero  blessed  and  a  church 
consisting  of  thirteen  members  was  oiganized,  and  a  further 
revival  followed.  Up  to  1824,  the  folfowing  men  were  here 
from  a  few  weeks  to  a  year  each,  sent  b^  the  Massachusetts 
and  New  Hampshire  Missionary  Societies :  Messrs.  Jewett, 
Field,  Curtis  Coe,  Spoffbrd,  Jones,  Henry  SewaU  and  Isaac 
WiUey.    The  people  paid  something  toward  their  supnort. 

March  24, 1824,  eleven  individuals  agreed  to  build  a  Meet- 
ting-house,  and,  with  various  others  on  the  eighth  day  of 
December  1824,  formed  themselves  into  a  society  by  the 
name  of  the  ^^  First  Congregational  Sodety  in  Sandwich.'' 
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The  Meeting-honBB  was,  on  ike  30lh  ^yoi  NoiF^mberlSOS^ 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  Ahnighiy  Qod^Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Qhoflt  Sermon  hj  Ber.  Samnel  Mklden.  Yarious 
efforts  were  made  to  obtain  a  candidate  for  settlement.  The 
Missionary  SodetieB  having  giyen  encounifiement  of  asdst- 
anc^  some  individuals  were  willing  to  tax  ^emselves  heavij^ 
to  procnre^  a  st^^  preached  gospd. 

Mr.  David  P.  Smith,  a  licentiate,  commenced  his  minis-^ 
terial  k^rs  Jnly  23, 1826^  and  was  continued  by  subscrip- 
tion until  March  1827,  when,  a  general  excitement  having 
taken  place,  a  subscription  paper  for  the  support  of  Mr. 
Smith  was  pert  into  dieulation,  and  the  chnrcn  and  society 
vnited  in  pviag  Mm  a  eoJly  wUch  was  accepted  on  his  part. 
M&y  20, 1827,  six  individuals  were  admitted  to  the  chuzch  gd, 
prdfession  of  fidth,  and  two  others  bv  letter.  The  ordination 
of  Mr.  Smith  was  on  the  23d  day  of  May  1827.  Sermon  by 
Bev.  Jacob  W.  Eastman,  of  MetiiUj^  Ms.  Mr.  Smith's  was 
what  was  termed  in  those  days  ^^a  five  years  settlem^ent^'^ 
which  period  he  continued  his  labors  with  this  people.  The 
number  added  to  the  church  by  letter  and  on  profession  of 
&ith  is  65.  There  are  recorded  of  infant  baptisms,  23.  The 
most  interesting  revival  during  his  ministir  was  in  the  years 
1830  and '31,  in  connection  wiwi  the  ccaiemi  revivals  through- 
out New  England.  Mr.  Smith  left  this  field  for  Parsonsfield, 
Me.  in  July  1832.  During  that  summer  Bev.  Mr.  Searle 
yreoched  heie  two  Sabbaths,  and  Bev.  Mr.  Low  seveml  Bab- 
baths. 

Bev.  Giles  Leaeh^  a  grad;aate  of  Amherst  coQege  and  stu- 
dent of  the  theological  seminary  Andover,  Ms.^  ooBunesieecl 
his  labors  here  in  October  1832.  Ei»  ordination  was  0th 
Febi  1839.  Sermon  by  Bev.  John  K.  Yorasg,  of  Meredith 
Bridge.  The  more  puUie  exercises  were  at  the  Meeting- 
house. The  ri^t  hand,  consecrating  prayer,  laying  on  of 
aba  hands  and  other  exercises  were  at  the  house  of  deacon 
Furber,  the  candidate  for  ordination  being  sick  with  the 
measles,  and  oeeupying  ''  the  old  ann  chair. 

In  January  18^,  a  protracted  meeting  of  more  than  orcB- 
nary  interest  wae  held.  There  seemed  to  be  a  ^neralawi^en^ 
ing  throug)K>ut  the  town  in  the  different  societies.  In  May 
foJBowingi  IT  were  received  into  the  church  as  a  portion  ct 
the  frmts  of  this  revival.  Abo  in  July  five  otners  were 
admitted  as  above.  A  simflar  meeting  was  held  in  JanuaiT 
1839"  and  attended  with  fitvorable  results.  Bev.  Mr.  Leadb 
was  dinnissed  at  his  own  request  in  Februarv  1840,  but  oon^ 
tinned  Ms  labors  one  vear  fifom  that  time.  !During  his  min- 
istiy  there  were  added  to  the  choK^  in  this  section  of  the 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


590  OABROLL  OODHTY. 

town  where  he  labored  two-thirds  of  the  time,  about  six^ 
members.  There  are  21  infant  baptisms  recorded  during  his 
ministry  here.  He  is  now  laboring  with  the  first  Congrega- 
tional church  in  Wells,  Me. 

Rev.  Otis  Holmes  from  the  theological  seminary  at  Gil- 
inanton,  was  ordained  here  Sept.  8,  1842  ;  sermon  by  Rev. 
Prof.  Rood.  He  continued  till  April  1849,  laboring  one 
quarter  of  the  time,  from  May  1, 1846,  with  the  church  and 
society  at  North  Sandwich.  To  this  cnurch  during  his  min- 
istry were  added  20  members. 

A  goodly  number  of  ministers  have  been  raised  up  here 
in  the  Freewill  Baptist,  Methodist,  and  Friend's  societies. — 
One — D.  L.  Furber — ^has  gone  out  from  this  church,  who  is 
settled  at  Newton  Center,  Ms.  The  church  has  been  depend- 
ent upon  foreign  aid.  Want  of  a  good  Meeting-house  is  the 
principal  cause  of  little  or  no  eflfort  for  re-settlement  of  the 
gospel  ministry.  It  is  believed  that  upwards  of  foriy  mem- 
bers now  living  have  gone  out  from  this  church,  to  other  por- 
tions of  our  Zion.    Ifesident  members — 17  males,  34  females. 


SANDWICH  NORTH  » 

North  Sandwich  church  is  located  in  an  isolated  spot, 
almost  surrounded  by  hills  and  mountains.  For  maiw  years 
this  people  enjoyed  the  occasional  labors  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Hidden  of  Tamworth,  and,  to  enjoy  the  ministrations  of  the 
gospel  on  the  Sabbath,  for  more  than  forty  years  they  were 
accustomed  to  go  to  Tamworth,  a  distance  of  eight  miles^ 
some  on  horse  took  and  some  on  foot^  and  they  were  veir 
regular  in  their  attendance.  Mr.  Hidden  used  to  say,  ^^1 
love  to  preach  to  the  people  of  Sandwich,  they  love  preach- 
ing so  well."  And  numbers  were  converted  and  united  with 
the  church  of  Tamworth. 

This  church  was  organized  June  27, 1832,  consisting  of 
15  members,  seven  male  and  eight  female  members.  The 
church  being  small  and  in  a  community  composed  in  part  of 
other  denominations,  was  unable  to  secure  the  constant 
labors  of  a  minister,  and  for  some  months  had  only  occasion- 
al preaching.  In  March  1833,  they  united  with  the  first 
church  in  securing  the  labors  of  Rev.  Giles  Leach,  who 
labored  with  them  one^third  of  the  time  for  nine  years. — 
Under  his  labors  the  church  enjoyed  a  £Ood  degree  of  pros- 
perity, with  frequent  additions.     Amr  the  dose  of  his 

•8k«tdi by  R«?.  J.  H.  Uum. 
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labord,  tiie  chuich  was  without  r^olar  Sabbath  eervioes  for 
about  two  years,  when,  in  1844,  the  two  churches  united  in 
settling  ;ftev.  Otis  Holmes,  who  supplied  the  desk  of  this 
church  one-third  of  the  time  for  five  years.  His  labors 
proved  ve^  acceptable  and  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the 
diurch.  For  the  past  five  years  this  church  has  had  only 
occasional  sermons  from  ministers  of  our  own  order.  The 
ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  has  been  only  once  adminis- 
tered. (May  1854,)  when  two  young  ladies  were  received  into 
the  cnurch  and  one  household  was  baptized.  For  two  years 
past  they  have  united  with  the  First  Freewill  Ba{)ti8t  church 
m  hiring  a  Baptist  minister,  who  preaches  in  their  Meeting- 
house one-fourth  of  the  time,  and,  as  the  Meeting-houses  are 
only  one  mile  apart,  this  seems  the  best  arrangement  they 
can  make  for  the  present,  and  they  are  expecting  to  continue 
it.  The  church  now  numbers  21  members,  several  of  whom 
are  non-resident.  Neal  McCrillis  is  the  only  deacon  of  the 
churcL 


TAMWORTH. 

R«v.  J.  H.  Mss&iLL. 

.  The  charter  of  Tamworth  was  granted  in  1766  to  fifty 
two  grantees.  In  the  grant  one  share  of  450  acres  was 
reserved  for  the  governor,  ( Wentworth ;)  one  share  for  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts ; 
one  share  for  the  church  of  England ;  one  share  for  the  first 
settled  minister  of  the  gospel  of  the  town ;  and  another  for 
the  benefit  of  a  school  in  town  forever.  The  first  white  set- 
tler located  in  the  west  part  of  the  town  in  1772.  The  first 
town  meeting  was  held  m  1777.  The  suffering  of  the  early 
settlers  were  very  great.  They  were  often  ob^ged  to  go  30 
and  ^  miles  to  Gilmanton  and  Canterbury  to  procure  com 
and  grain,  and  bring  it  home  on  their  bacls  or  on  handsleds. 
Bev.  Joshua  Nickerson  from  Cape  Cod  was  the  first  minister 
that  preadied  in  town,  and  he  occasionally  preached  until 
1778.  He  was  a  veiy  pious  man,  but  did  not  connect  him- 
self with  any  religious  denomination. 

About  the  first  of  January  1792,  a  special  town  meeting 
was  called*,  and  a  conunittee  of  two  chosen  to  obtain  preach- 
ing. They  procured  Bev.  Samuel  Hidden  of  Gilmanton, 
who  had  just  completed  his  coUegiate  and  theological  studies. 
He  arrived  on  the  14th  of  January  1792,  and  preached  the 
following  Sabbath.      There  were  veiy  strong   prejudices 
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^tgainsta  '^ooU^-leamed  man/'  and  ond  woman  dedared^ 
when  she  saw  him  coming,  that  ^^sh^  had  as  lief  see  the 
devil/'  But  these  prejumces  were  immediately  dispelled 
mider  his  warm-hearted  addresses:  At  the  annual  town 
meeting  in  March,  he  was  unanimously  hivited  to  settie 
with  them.  There  were  40  voters  in  the  town  at  that  time. 
The  following  is  the  basis  on  which  he  assented  to  the 
request:  They  were  to  build  and  finish'  for  him.  on  the 
ministerial  lot,  a  one  stoiy  house,  which  was  described ;  to 
pay  him  a  enlary  of  £33  lawful  money,  in  the  following 
manner :  Three  pounds  cash ;  fifteen  pounds  in  good  beef  at 
18s.  per  hundred,  and  fifteen  pounds  m  com  at  3s.  a  bushel, 
ry^  at  4i9.,  wheat  at  5s.  At  tae  end  of  three  years,  the  sal- 
ary WQB  to  be  gradually  raised  to  £50,  to  be  paid  in  money, 
beef  and  grain  as  above.  In  1806,  the  salary  was  chaxigea 
to  ?201,  to  be  paid  in  money. 

Mr.  Hidden's  ordination  was  appointed  to  be  on  Sept.  12, 
1792.  A  council,  consisting  of  xlev.  Messrs.  Smith  of  Gil- 
manton,  Shaw  of  Moultonb^rough,  Williams  of  Meredith, 
Porter  of  Oonway,  Piper  of  Wakefield,  and  Coe  of  Durham, 
met  to  organize  a  church  and  ordain  a  pastor.  But  here  a 
difficulty  arose  in  the  minds  of  the  council^  as  those  to  be 
organized  into  a  church  were  Congregationahsts,  Calvinistic 
Baptists  and  Freewill  Baptists ;  and  the  only  basis  on  which 
ftey  could  harmonize,  was  entire  freedom  m  regard  to  the 
modes  and  subjects  of  baptism.  This  may  account  for  the 
feet  that  for  the  laiit  seventeen  years  there  havd  been  only 
18  children  bajytized.  There  is  no  reootd  of  any  baptisms 
previous  to  this  time^  ^'^^'^  numbers  undoubtedly  were 
offered  to  God  in  baptism.  The  council  earnestly  discussed 
tiie  question  of  or^nizing  a  Congr^tional  church  on  thiB 
basis,  but  at  last  yielded  to  the  importunity  of  the  people, 
and  proceeded  to  organiiro  a  church  of  19  members,  over 
which  Mr.  Hidden  was  ordained  pastor.  The  ordination 
was  thus  described  by  one  of  the  council  m  a  letter,  dated 
Durham,  Sept.  27, 1792 :  "Now,  sir,  I  will  tell  you  about 
iSbe  ordination.  After  much  wrangling  between  the  coundl 
and  the  people,  Mr.  Hidden  Was  ordamed  on  a  large  rock, 
(20  feet  by  30  and  15  feet  high,  on  which  50  men  miffht 
stand.)  His  foundation  must  be  secure  and  soM ;  for  uiis 
rock  will  stand  till  Gtibriel  shall  divide  it  by  th^  power  of 
God.  Early  in  the  morning  the  peopje  assemUed  around 
this  rock,  men,  n^men,  boys  and  girb,  together  with  dogs 
and  other  domestic  animals.  It  is  an  entire  forest  about 
iMs  place.  The  scenery  is  wild.  On  the  nortfi  is  a  high 
lull,  and  nor&  of  this  is  a  mountain  called  Cfaocorua,  wliidi 
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tomdbefir  heft^ii;  On  tbe^  scmitt  and  in  afl  directicHis  afd 
ihountains  steep  and  n^^ged.  I  had  expected  to  hear  ther 
howlmg  of  the  wolf,  and  Ihe  screeching  of  the  owl ;  bni 
instead  of  these  w^re  heeird  l&e  melting  notes  of  the  robin^ 
tiie  cMi^in^  of  the  sparrow  and  other  birds  that  made  the 
fbieiN;  seem'  like  PaafodiBe;  The  men  looked  happy,  rugged, 
andftartess;  their  tiowsem cmie  down^to  about  half  way 
iMtw^n  Hhe  blee  esaoA  anMe.  Their  coats  ^A^ere  mostly  short 
and  of  njundefls  du^pes;  Maiiy  wore  slouched  hats  and 
hundreds  were  shoeless.  The  women  looked  ruddy  and  as 
t&ot^h  they  loved  thar  husbands ;  tiieir  clothing  was  all  of 
don^estic  manufiustute ;  every  woman  had  a  checked  linen 
apionand  carried  a  clean  Imen  haitdkerchief.  Their  bon^ 
netsi  well,  I  cadttiot  describe  theiki,  I  leave  ihem  to  yoitr 
imi^nation.  But  think  of  the  grandeur  of  the  scene.  A 
great  rock  the  pulpit,  Hie  whole  town  the  floor  <^  the  house, 
itnd  lihe  canopy  of  heaven  1^  roof,  and  tiie  tall  sturdy  trees^ 
the  Wails.  Who  could  help  Ibd&ig  devotional  ?  This  is 
ike  place  nAture  has  formed  for  pure  worshit).  Lon^  shall 
this  ertand^  Mko  the  rocis  on  which  our  Fatners  landed. — 
Long  may  ftaa  dituch  make  the  wilden^ss  and  tiie  solita^ 
^ace  glad  athl  tibe  desert  blossom  as  the  rosei'' 

In  the  winter  of  179S-4  tte  chutt^h  was  visited  by  a^ 
reAeshin^  Aower  of  mercy,  and  about  thirty  were  hopdully 
convened.  At  the  close  of  the  oentury  I3ie  chi^rch  numbered 
8&  members!  The  vear  1800  was  sij^ialized  by  a  remarka- 
ble outpouring  of  ihe  Holy  Spirit,  it  may  be,  unparalleled 
in  tl^  annals  of  chuiich  history,  if  the  number  of  inhab- 
itants is  taken  into  the  account.  The'  revival  had  its  origin 
in  a  prayer  meeting.  It  soon  spread  through  the  town. — 
Pmyer  meetings  were  held  every  evening  in  3ie  week.  The 
principal  business  for  months  was  rdigious  conversation  and 
prayer.  Whole  nights  were  spent  in  pmyer  and  singing. 
T&e  pastor  had  <io  nelp  fiom  abroad.    For  fbur  months  he 

Beadied  almost  every  day.  The  work  e2t^»led  to  Conwi^,^ 
ouitoiiborov^fa,  Eaton,  Ossipeey  and  Sandwich.  In  the 
three  latteif  towns  there  was  no  ehurdi,  and  they  were  under 
A»  care  of  Mr.  HMd^.  The  fi^dts  of  this  revival  were 
nearly  300  cetafverfe,  of  whom  abotri^  200  united  with  this 
church ;  otli^rs  wi&  clkirches  in  n€^boiing  towns  of  diSenh 
etii  na«nes.  The  mlbaeqamtt  Eves  of  these  converts  showed 
this  revival  to'  be  remad-kably  pure.  In  1809".  another  work 
of  gra^e  was  exgoved  and  about  thirty  joinea  the  church. — ' 
It  was  a  sWieei  tdVeshins  aftchi'  years  of  coldnesi.  In  1811/ 
tike  isq^edal  preeenoe  ef  un^  tiEoly  Spirit  residted  in  the  con- 
i^KPskm  ei  a  number^  and  28  were  added  to  the  ohurch^    In 
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1822,  the  dinrch  was  greatly  revived,  and  there  were  about 
fifty  cases  of  hopeful  conversion.  In  1827,  another  revival 
brought,  it  is  hoped,  about  thirty  into  the  fold  of  Christ. 
In  1830,  nearl^  toriv  were  hopefully  converted  and  most  of 
them  united  with  the  church  soon  after.  In  1831,  a  pro- 
tracted meeting  was  held  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer, 
during  which  several  ministers  from  abroad  were  present. — 
The  people  crowded  the  meetings,  and  truth  was  sent  home 
to  the  hearts  of  sinners,  and  not  less  than  50  were  the  sub- 
jects of  hope. 

On  the  13th  of  February  1837,  Rev.  Mr.  Hidden  died, 
aged  77  years,  and  the  46th  of  his  ministry.  He  came  into 
the  wilderness,  and  left  it  a  fruitful  field.  The  whole  num- 
ber connected  with  the  church  during  his  ministry  was  504, 
ayera^ng  a  vearly  increase  of  11  members.  Aj9  a  Chris- 
tian, Mr.  Hidden  was  meek  and  humble,  active,  faithful  and 
devoted,  with  a  heart  and  hand  of  esmnsive  benevolence 
and  hospitality.  He  was  a  patron  of  literature,  the  friend 
and  instructor  of  youth,  and  through  life  a  lover  of  sacred 
music,  always  leading  the  services  of  the  Sanctuary  in  this 
department  of  worship.  In  preaching  the  gospel,  his  prompt- 
ness, zeal,  plainness,  nappy  illustrations  and  meltings  of  nifl 
heart  for  immortal  souls,  rendered  him  beloved  and  respect- 
ed by  alL  His  long  day  was  literally  and  cheerfully  spent 
in  the  service  of  his  Lord  and  Master ;  and  the  hope  of  being 
soon  with  his  Savior  God  inspired  hii9  triumphant  ^clama- 
tion  in  death :  '^  Just  draw  hsuck  the  veil  and  I  am  there,'' 
and  tuned  his  enchanting  lyre  for  his  last  aong^  which  he 
sang  in  his  last  moments, 

**  Angelfl  Ton  the  rock  mway, 
De«th  yield  up  the  mighty  prey.*' 

Bev.  Wm.  L.  Buffit  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church  Julv 
19, 1837.  During  the  next  year  there  was  a  refreshing  wort 
of  grace,  and  16  publicly  professed  their  faith  in  Christ.  In 
the  fall  of  1839  a  more  extensive  revival  was  enjoyed,  and 
40  of  the  converts  made  a  profession  of  religion.  It  origi- 
nated in  a  protracted  meetmg  and  spread  over  the  town, — 
Mr.  Buffit  was  dismissed  l&Tch  ^,  1842.  There  were 
added  to  the  church  under  his  labors,  69,  making  a  yearly 
increase  of  about  14  members.  Bev.  Jeremiah  Bld(e,M.D., 
was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  church  June  14, 1843,  during 
which  year  an  interesting  revival  was  ^joyed  and  31  vrere 
added  to  the  church.  Bev.  Mr.  Blake  was  dismissed  Dec.  3, 
1850..  His  pastorate  continued  seven  years ;  during  whidi 
time  51  were  added  to  the  church — an  average  of  about  seven 
a  year.    After  an  interval  of  nearly  three  years,  in  which 
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the  church  was  ahnost  wholly  destitute  of  TeKgiousmeetingis, 
dnrin^  which,  however,  they  built  and  dedicated  to  Gtoa  a 
beautiful  house  of  worship,  and  purchased  and  fitted  up  a 
pcursonage  house  at  the  village,  a  mile  fi!om  the  ancient 
nonse.  Eev.  John  H.  Merrill  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
church  Aug.  17, 1853.  During  the  first  year  of  his  ministry 
there  was  a  gentle  distilling  of  Divine  grace,  and  a  dozen 
youth  indulged  the  hope  of  pardon.  From  nis  installation 
to  the  present  time,  (fifteen  months,)  16  have  been  added  to 
the  church.  The  whole  number  of  members  connected  with 
this  church  since  its  organization  in  1792,  a  period  of  sixty 
two  years,  is  638.- of  whom  there  remain  at  the  present  time 
174  members.  A  colony  of  members  of  this  church  in  1806, 
residing  in  Ossipee.  was  dismissed  fit)m  this  church  to  form 
a  Congregational  cnurch  in  that  town,  ten  miles  distant. — ■ 
Another  colony  was  organized  into  a  church  in  Sandwich  in 
the  year  1814.  And  another  body  was  dismissed  to  form 
the  church  at  North  Sandwich  in  1832.  There  are  two 
other  churches  within  the  limits  of  the  town ;  a  Freewill 
Baptist  church  two  and  a  half  miles  to  the  east,  and  a 
Methodist  church  four  miles  to  the  south.  There  have  been 
in  time3)ast  three  other  Freewill  Baptist  churches  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  town,  but  thejr  are  now  disbanded.  The 
Sabbath  Schools  connected  with  these  churches  are  in  a 
healthftd  and  prosperous  condition^  numbering,  including 
adults,  about  450  members,  and  continuing  through  the  year. 
The  population  of  the  town  is  1766,  of  whom  about  one- 
third  attend  on  some  evangelical  worship.  Number  of  youth 
between  the  ages  of  4  and  21  is  600,  of  whom  250  attend 
Bome  Sabbath  School.  Four  young  men  firom  this  place  are 
now  laboring  in  the  Congregatioml  ministry,  and  two  are 
studying  for  it. 


TUFTONBOEOUGH. 

In  1836  Bev.  J.  Dodge  labored  here  as  a  missionary.  No 
church  then  existed  here.  A  small  one  gathered  thirty  years 
before  became  extinct.  This  year  there  were  six  hopeful 
conversions.  In  1838  Bev.  J.  S.  Winter  preached  three 
weeks.  Eev.  E.  W.  Fuller  supplied  this  church  in  1839, 
and  some  religious  awakening  was  experienced,  and  13  were 
added  to  the  church  by  profession.  In  1840  Bev.  J.  Dodge 
supplied  them  one-third  of  the  time.  In  1844  Eev.  J.  S. 
Winter  preached  here  one-third  of  the  time.    Three  persons 
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UBited  with  the  ohnreh^  one  ef  whom  had  been  a  Uniyexfaliife 
preacher  a  number  of  years;  The  church  now  nmnbera  34 
In  1845  Bev.  Eliaa  Chapman  mini&tered  in  the  plaoe  one- 
fourth  of  the  time. 


WAKEFIELD. 

Rev.  NkTHiinBL  Babuee. 

The  Congregational  church  in  Wakefield  was  orgasnised 
Sept.  17^  1785>  consistmg  of  nine  members.  On  the  same 
day  the  first  pastor,  Bev.  Asa  Piper,  was  ordained.  The 
contract  for  his  support  was  made  oj  the  town,  ai»l  her 
received  from  the  town  the  risht^of  Jand  appropriated  to  the 
first  minister.  On  that  land  he  built  his  house  and  cultir 
vated  a  &rm.  His  contract  with  the  town  was  broken  after 
a  few  years,  and  his  support  was  raised  by  subscription. — 
Some  leading  men  in  town  were  anti-miaisteriaL  Mis  sup- 
port was  not  ade(juate — ^he  labored  some  at  that  period  as 
an  itinerant  missionary,  and  still  retained  his  relation  m 
pastor  to  this  church.  This  relation  continued  till  his  deatk 
m  May  1835.  Mr.  Piper,  submitted  to  manjr  privatiom^ 
amd  encountered  many  oifficulties  during  his  mimstry.  Be; 
was  a  worthy,  good  man,  and  was  useM  in  promoting  the: 
interests  of  the  town  in  vark)us  ways.  EEe  looked  well  to 
the  cause  of  education,  and  was  inslxumental  in  establishing 
a  circulating  library  at  an  early  period.  During  the  ministiy 
of  Mr.  Piper  so  fisur  as  can  be  ascertained,  32  members  wexO' 
received  into  the  diurcL  The  second  minieter,.  Bev.  Samnel; 
Kichols,  was  installed  colleague  pastor  g£  this  church,  Sept. 
22, 1828.  When  he  was  settled  there  were  only  nii^  mem^* 
bers  in  the  church.  During  his  ministry  39  were  admitted 
to  its  fellowship.  For  want  of  support  he  was  dismissed 
May  7, 1833. 

The  present  minister  of  this  church,  Bev.  Nathaniel  Bar- 
ker, commenced  preaching  as  stated  supply  Julv  1835.  At 
that  time  there  were  29  members  of  the  church — 45  mem- 
bers have  since  been  adbnitted.  The  church  now  consists  of 
35  members.  This  church  is  a  missionaiy  diurch — ^has  been 
fer  many  j^ears,  and  mi^t  still  be  ^pendent  on  foreign  aid. 
There  are  in  Wakefield  two  Freewill  Baptist  churches— <m» 
oonsistB  of  40  members,  the  other  was  disturbed  by  the  delo- 
^m  of  Millerism  in  1843,  and  their  pastor  aad  a  large 
portion  of  the  members  have  since  separated  from  the  com-- 
mumon  of  the  churdi.    There  is  also  a  Methodi«t  church  in 
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town — ^in  a  low  state,  and  destitnte  of  preaching.  There  were 
some  good  citizens  who  were  willing  to  make  sacrifices  to 
aeenre  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel,  Imt  the  town  was  not 
settled  generally  by  the  Pnritan  stoc^.  The  minister's  work 
here  has  alwa^  been  hard  and  difficult,  and  when  a  little  suc- 
cess cro?nas  his  labors  in  a  revival  of  Grod's  work,  he  lives  in 
the  expectation  that  the  newly  added  members  of  the  church 
will  soon  be  removed  to  other  communities.  The  tide  is 
always  going  out.    But  the  Lord  is  the  stay  erf  his  people. 


WOLFBOROUGH.* 

This  town  was  incorporated  1770.  The  act  of  incorpora- 
tion is  addressed  to  the  loving  subjects  of  Gleorge  III. — 
Whetiier  the  inhabitants  had  any  preaching  previous  to 
tiieir  incorporation  is  not  known.  The  earhest  record  we 
can  find  is  mmished  by  a  vote  of  the  town  March  30^  1774 : 
^'  That  the  town  will  not  raise  anv  sum  toward  building  a 
Meeting-house.''  But  on  the  25th  of  August  of  the  same 
year  it  ^^Yoted,  that  £6,  68.  be  raised  to  hireaminis- 
ter ;  and  that  21s.  be  ptdd  weekly  till  that  sum  be  expend- 
ed." Whether  this  sum  was  thtts  expended,  or  if  so,  upon 
*whom,  is  not  recorded.  The  next  entry  on  this  su^ect  is 
«t  a  town  meeting  on  the  13th  of  November  1781 :  "  Vot^d, 
to  hire  Mr.  Andrew  Collins  to  preach  and  keep  school." — 
In  1786,  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  it  was  "  Voted  to  fix  on 
a  spot,  to  clear  a  place,  and  to  raise  monev  to  build  a  Meet- 
in^hc^."  At  a  l^d  town  meeting,  hdd  August  17d2, 
^^oted,  to  give  Mr.  iiDenezer  Allen  a  ^lH  to  settle  as  a  min- 
ister of  the  gospel  in  this  town ;  that  there  be  a  committee 
chosen  to  express  this  call  to  Mr.  Allen.  Voted,  that  Col. 
Henry  Bust  and  39  other  persons  (whose  names  are  record- 
ed) be  this  committee."  At  an  adjourned  meeting,  Aug.  30, 
1792,  the  above  c(»nmittee  reported  that,  ^^^they  had  unani- 
mously i^reed  to  give  Mr.  Allen  a  call." 

A  coui^  was  assembled  on  the  25th  of  October  1792, 
and  having  examined  as  regards  their  Christian  experience, 
and  qualim^tioD  for  church  membership,  eight  persons,^  they 
were  formed  into  a  Congregational  church  by  confession  of 
fidth  and  covenant  After  which  the  council  proceeded  to 
Hbe  examination  and  ordination  of  Bev.  Ebenezer  Alien  as 
its  pastor.  The  sermon  peached  on  the  occasion  was  pub- 
lish^   It  is  evangelical  and  highly  instructive.    During 
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the  first  year  of  his  ministry,  six  members  were  admitted  br 
profession ;  the  second,  three  by  profession  and  one  by  letter*; 
the  third,  one  by  profession ;  the  fifth,  two ;  the  sixth,  two ; 
the  seventh,  one  by  letter ;  the  eighth,  two  by  profession. — 
Here  the  records  fail — making  the  number  at  tne  organiza- 
tion and  added  during  eight  years,  26.  Mr.  Allen  preached 
on  the  Sabbath  July  18C^,  and  died  the  same  night  of  apo- 

Slexy.  After  the  decease  of  Bev.  Mr.  Allen  the  church  was 
estitute  of  a  pastor,  and  though  they  had  occasiomd  mis- 
sionary labors  it  continued  to  diminish.  No  records  can  be 
found  of  the  church  after  the  death  of  the  pastor.  In  the 
mean  time  an  academy  was  instituted  in  the  vill^^  at 
Smith's  Bridge ;  the  teachers  of  which  preached  on  the  Sab- 
bath in  the  building.  Among  these  are  numbered  Bev. 
Enos  Merrill,  Bev.  Mr.  Cleveland,  now  of  Lowell,  Ms., 
Bev.  Thomas  P.  Beach.  In  1834,  June  17th,  a  council  was 
called  by  the  request  of  several  persons  residing  at  th« 
bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  being  organized  into  a  Congrega- 
'tional  church.  And  as  there  is  no  mention  made,  in  the 
record  of  this  transaction,  of  any  previous  organization,  it  is 
presumed  there  was  no  remnant  of  the  former  church  oh 
which  to  build.  Twelve  persons  were  examined  and  formed, 
by  confession  and  covenant,  into  a  church,  and  the  Lord's 
Supper  administered  to  them.  Sept.  21st  of  the  same  year, 
Bev.  Joshua  Dodee  of  Moultonbiorou^h  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper  to  this  church,  and  admitted  11  persons  by 
profession  and  4  by  letter. 

June  17,  1835,  the  church  having  extended  a  call  to  Mr. 
Thomas  P.  Beach,  he  was  ordained  its  first  pastor.  Mr. 
Beach  continued  his  labors  with  the  church  until  January 
1838.  After  which,  several  students  from  Gilmanton  theo- 
logical seminary  supplied  them. 

October  1838,  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Mr.  Jeremiah 
Blake,  a  graduate  of  Gilmanton  seminary,  who  was  ordained 
the  second  pastor  of  this  church  Nov.  1, 1838.  In  1840,  in 
a  neighborhood  where  scarcely  a  religious  meeting  had  been 
held  for  thirty  five  years,  God  poured  out  his  Spirit  in  con- 
nection with  some  special  religious  efforts.  In  July,  as  the 
fruits  of  the  work,  15  were  aoded  to  the  church  Four  were 
the  children  of  a  widowed  mother  who  had  given  them  up 
in  baptism.  Another  was  a  woman  84  years  of  age,  and 
blind.  Another  was  a  middle  aged  woman  evidently  in  a 
decline.  From  1840  to  1845  there  is  a  blank  in  the  record. 
During  which  time  Bev.  Mr.  Blake  was  dismissed,  and  Bev. 
Jeffries  Hall  became  preceptor  of  the  academy  and  stated 
supply  to  the  church.    During  his  ministry  their  present 
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liouBe  of  worship  was  erected,  whic^  was  dedicated  Jan.  26, 
1847.    Bev.  Mr.  HaU  suppUed  until  1851. 

In  the  spring  of  1852  the  church  and  parish  extended  a 
call  to  Bev.  Ndson  Barbour,  who  was  installed  their  third 
pastor  June  16,  1852.  In  this  relation  he  continued  until 
Nov.  27, 1854,  when,  at  his  request,  his  pastoral  relation  was 
dissolved  by  a  mutual  council.  Whole  number  admitted  to 
this  church  117.    Present  number  58. 


WOLFBOEOUGH  NOBTH. 

Rev.  STzraBN  Mkbbill. 

Previous  to  tbe  formation  of  the  cburcli  at  Smith's  bridge, 
the  Freewill  Baptists  and  the  Christian  connection  had  each 
formed  two  or  more  churches  and  erected  three  or  four 
houses  of  worship.  Very  few  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Congregational  house  preferred  Congre- 
gational preachinff.  Hence  missionaries  who  visited  the  place 
preached  in  school-houses  to  accommodate  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  town.  But  at  the  Bridge  a  village  had  been  gath- 
ering and  the  teachers  in  the  Academy  had  held  public  wor- 
ship in  that  building.  This  continued  through  the  ministry 
of  Bev.  Mr.  Blake.  Meantime^  North  Wottborough,  for- 
merly designated  by  the  name  or  Diman's  Comer,  six  miles 
from  the  Bridge,  attracted  the  attention  of  Bev.  Mr.  Blake. 
On  the  3d  of  April  1839  he  appointed  a  lecture,  and,  finding 
encouragement  m  connection  with  licentiates  from  Gilman- 
ton  thelogical  seminary  and  two  Methodist  preachers,  com- 
menced a  protracted  meeting  on  the  6th  of  April.  It  pleased 
God  to  commence  a  work  of  grace  which  in  a  few  months 
resulted,  it  was  hoped,  in  -the  conversion  of  about  Ihirty 
individuals.  Mr.  Bobert  Fuller,  one  of  the  licentiates  above 
named,  was  engaged  by  them  two-thirds  of  the  time  for  one 
year. 

June  18th,  1839,  a  council  was  called  who  formed,  on  the 
19th,  a  second  Congregational  church  known  as  the  North 
Wolfborough  Congregational  church — consisting  at  its  oigan- 
ization  of  15  meim)ers.  This  is  numerically  the  third  Con- 
gregational church  in  town,  but  only  one  remained  until 
now.  Sept.  21st^  1843,  Bev.  James  Doldt  was  ordained  the 
first  pastor  of  this  church.  A  precious  revival  was  enjoyed 
at  this  time  which  brought  an  addition  of  21  members.  In 
1844  a  house  of  worship  was  erected  at  North  Wolfborough, 
and  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Qod.    May  1848,  Bev.  Mr. 
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Poldt  was  dismifised  by  an  ecclesiastical  ooonoil,  ibr  want  of 
adequate  support.  In  1849  Bev.  James  (Eobart  ]|^rfoimed 
a  few  weeks  of  missionary  labor,  and  once  administered  to 
them  the  Lc^rd's  supper.  From  Novemberl850.  Bev.  Stephea 
Merrill  has  supplied  this  chureh,  but  has  not  been  installed 
as  their  pastor.  The  whole  number  admitted  to  <this  ohureh 
is  81.    The  present  number  is  56. 


EIGHT  TOWNS. 

Albany. — Incorporated  1766.  Population  455.  Freewill 
Baptist  church  of  41  members,  and  no  other. 

Baktlett.— Incorporfited  1790.  Population  761.  A 
Freewill  Baptist  church  of  33  members. 

Brookpield. — Incorporated  1794  Population  552.  A 
Baptist  church  of  10  members,  and  a  Freewill  Bi^ptii|t  chuidb 
of  38. 

Chatham.— Incorpomted  1767.  Population  516.  No 
churchy  unless  there  is  one  of  the  Christian  denomination. 

Eaton.— Incorporated  1766.  Population  1751  in  1850. 
A  Baptist  church  of  65  members. 

Fbebdom.— Incorporated  1831.    Population'9il0. 

Jaokson. — Once  called  Adams.  Incorporated  1800. — 
Population  589.    Freewill  Baptist  church  at  88  members. 

Madison.— Incorporated  1853^  taking  a  part  of  Effin^haoou 
Population  875.  A  Freewill  Baptist  churcn  of  73  members. 
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COLEBROOK  AND  VIOINITT.« 

Rev.  J.  B.  Hill. 

This  town  and  the  vicinity  in  which  settlementfl  were 
made  a  short  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century,  was  from  its  earliest  d%te  visited  frequently 
by  missionaries  from  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  and  the 
older  portions  of  this  State.  Among  the  earlier  settlers, 
hut  few  were  professors  of  religion,  vet  many  had  been  train- 
ed under  the  rules  and  disciplme  of  Congregationalism,  and 
their  predilections  were  in  favor  of  that  denomination.  The 
larger  portion  of  the  settlers  came  up  the  Connecticut  river, 
either  directly  from  Connecticut  and  the  river  towns  of 
Massachusetts,  or  were  descendants  of  those  who  had  pre- 
viously pitched  their  tents  in  this  beautiful  valley  in  the 
southern  parts  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire.  Inter- 
spersed with  these  were  some  who  came  up  the  Merrimac 
from  Old  Northfield,  Sanbomton,  and  that  vicinity.  Many 
of  them  brought  with  them  strong  attachments  to  the 
church  order  of  their  Puritan  ancestors,  and  longed  for  its 
establishment  and  perpetuity  in  this  place.  Steps  were 
early  taken  to  found  a  church,  and  enjoy  the  ordinances  of 
the  Sanctuary.  Yet  intermingled  with  those  who  cherished 
this  Puritan  element  of  society  were  not  a  few  of  lax  prin- 
ciples, who  rejoiced  to  be  freed  from  the  rigidity  of  ortho- 
doxy ;  and  some  who  came  out  in  bitter  opposition  to  the 
peculiar  doctrines  of  the  "standing  order.  In  many  of 
those  early  settlements  there  was  little  appearance  of  reli- 
gion, and  some  of  the  settlers  seemed  to  rejoice  in  th6  privi- 
fege  of  being  unchecked  and  unawed  by  law  or  gospel.  In 
some  important  neighborhoods,  the  most  prominent  and 
influensial  citizens  were  men  making  no  pretensions  to  per- 
sonal piety,  if  not  inclined  to  infidelity,  and  whose  influence 
in  banishing  the  restraints  of  religion  from  the  minds  of 
many  in  the  community,  is  seen  and  felt  at  the  present  day 
in  its  injurious  eflfects  upon  the  risen  and  rising  generations. 


*  See  emne  towns  at  cloee  of  County. 
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Nor  was  this  inflaence  diminished,  or  its  ddeterions  effi^cti 
obviated,  by  the  &ct,  that  in  this  class  were  found  some  who 
wei^  ready  to  act  a  prominent  part  in  sustaining  and  con- 
troling  the  preaching  of  the  day.  Thejr  were  the  avowed 
friend^  of  order,  ai^l  though  of  kx  pnaciples  themselves, 
they  seemed  to  think  the  publie  ffood  required  in  some 
degree  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  ordinances  d 
worship,  and  for  this  purpose  a  sustained  ministi^r ;  aimI 
looked  to  the  Congregationalists  to  furnish  the  minister. — 
With  this  view  niany  of  tbem  freely  contiilmted,  not  only 
in  pecuniary  means,  out  in  personal  influence,  both  for  set- 
tling and  tmaeUling  ministeis. 

In  1802,  December  4,  s^  chivch  was  oiganized  in  Cole- 
brook  by  Rev.  J.  Willanjl  of  Lunenburg,  Yt.,  under  the 
name  of  Monadnock  Churchy  so  called  m>m  a  promineni 
mountain  on  the  Yetmont  side  of  the  river,  just  opponte 
the  place  of  oijsanization.  This  nucleus  of  a  church  coAsirt- 
ed  of  ten  meim)er8,  eight  of  whom  were  received  from  othep 
churches,  and  two  hv  profession.  Of  this  ntmber  £)ur  resid* 
ed  in  Columbia,  (tnen  called  Cockbum,^  two  in  Canaaiw 
Yt.,  two  in  Hereford,  Lower  Canada,  one  in  Colebrook  aoA 
one  in  Lemington,  Yt.  This  church  wa43  subsequently  call- 
ed the  Church  of  Christ  in  Colebrook  and  Yicinity.  Am 
effi>rt  was  made  at  that  time  to  settle  Mr.  WiUajsd  over  tiue; 
church  he  hod  organized.  The  town  of  Colebrook,  in  towii. 
meeting  Dec.  8, 1802,  passed  a  vote  to  give  Mr^  Willard  a 
call  to  settle  over  them  as  their  minister^  and  to  oBk%  hiflk 
for  salary  200  bushels  of  wheat  to  be  paid  on  tlie  first  ^ 
January,  and  (100  in  money  at  the  end  of  the  year,  aiid  to 
cut  and  draw  him  thirty  cords  of  hard  wood  yearly,  '^pjco- 
yided  the  towns  of  Stewvtstown,  Cockbum,  Canaan^  I^eoi- 
ington  and  Minehead,  (now  Bloomfield,  Yt.,)  wonid  besiE 
thiir  proportion,  according  to  their  list.''  But  as  there  in 
no  record  of  farthei;  proceedings  on  tjie  subject,  that  pro|»p^ 
sition  was  probably  rejec^ted  by  those  towns.  Considering 
the  condition  of  the  town  at  that  time,  the  oompeneiation 
proposed  must  be  re^rded  as  liberal.  No  other  effort  for 
the.  settlement  of  anunister  was  made  until  an.  invitation 
was  extended  to  Mr.  Dyer  Bui]|^,  by  the  town  of  Colebrook,, 
June  17, 1809, — in  town  meeting  it  waa  "Yoted  to  sattl^ 
Mr.  Dyer  Buige  as  a  minister  in  and  for  the  town  of  Cdb- 
brook  m  connection  with  the  towns  of  Cockburn  (Columbia,) 
Canaan,  Stewartstown,  Lemington  and  Minehead  (BbcoQr 
field,) — ^provided  those  towns  annually  contributo  the  sum 
of  9 152  during  the  term  of  five  yeais  from  the  setU^oent, 
Yoted  9300  salary,  half  in  wheat.''    On  these  terms  he  was 
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ofdainod  aad  settled  in  1810.  One  lemale  wan  i^an^y 
member  of  the  charofa  then  reiiding  in  Gokbrook.  Tm 
whole  number  of  members  was  Mteen ;  of  whom  six  were  ii^ 
Golambia,  three  in  Lemington,  two  in  Canaan,  two  fai 
Her^i»d,  one  in  Stewartstown,  ame  in  Ookbrook.  The 
town  of  Colebrook  levied  a  tax  in  1810  to  raise  Hkm 
proportion  of  salaiy,  amomiting  to  $153,36, — their  town, 
coonty  and  school  taxes  were  rat  $156,23.  So  thai  A$ 
mimaterial  tax  woe  just  abou^  equal  to  all  their  other  $noneg 
tapoee.  This  speaks  well  of  th^  dic^ioation  to  support  • 
minister.  The  number  of  tax  payers  that  year  was  56» 
After  a  year  or  two,  Mr.  Barge  rdmquished  ha  claim  upea 
the  town  and  relied  alone  upon  the  voluntary  contributtoai 
ai  his  parishioners,  and  keeping  school  part  of  the  time,  ^ 
his  8npp<^. 

Between  1802  and  '10,  missionaiies  labored  on  ikia  fieU 
part  of  the  time,  and.  when  there  was  no  preaching,  readii^ 
meetings  were  statedly  held  and  well  attended  on  the  Sfd^ 
batii^  and  five  nK>re  were  added  to  the  church.  In  1^10,  en 
ike  settlem^it  o(  a  pastor,  a  season  of  more  than  ordioan 
ret^ons  interest  was  enjoyed,  and  22  more  were  ^hereo 
into  the  church  Mr.  Bur^  continued  as  pastor  till  1815, 
wd  was  regarded  by  the  cnun^  as  an  <»rthodox,  aUe  mi 
aeoeptaUe  joreacher,  but  in  octtsequenoe  of  trouUes  aad 
opposing  innuences  out  of  the  church,  he  was  then,  at  hia- 
own  request,  honorably  dismssed.  He  afterwards  settM 
in  Ohio,  and  was  stiU  laboring^  there  in  Noveo^r  1855. 
*  The  church  waa  destitute  of  a  pastor  fix>m  1815  to  1825^, 
bat  were  favored  with  mkssionary  laborers  much  of  the  tmie* 
The  Uesring  was  not  withheld.  Seasons  of  refreshii^aQil 
Mociow  in^therings  were  enioyed,  narticulaily  in  1822-3) 
in  these  two  years  37  were  added  to  the  church  The  lahom 
of  Bev.  A.  Bankin  in  182^-3,  and  of  Bev.  J.  L.  Hale  in 
1823-4,  appear  to  have  been  hi^ly  successful.  In  1826, 
]ir.  0,  G-.  Thatcher  was  called,  aro  ordained  as  pastor  of  the 
diurdi  for  five  years.  At  his  own  request  he  was  dismissed 
in  1828.  He  was  regarded  as  sound  m  doctrine,  an  aUe 
and  &ithful  preacher,  out  too  mudi  incHned  to  look  upoa 
the  Aadg  side  to  bear  up  with  the  trials  and  privations  he 
was  called  to  undergo  in  this  umbrageous  field.  From  l%t$ 
to  1830  the  church  was  again  dependent  upon  missionariefik 
In  1830  the  venerat)le  Bev.  Moses  Bradmrd,  formerly  of 
Francestown,  was  hired  as  stated  snpjdy,  and  in  1832  his 
ten,  Mr.  Bbenezer  G.  Bradford,  accepted  a  call,  and  was 
ttodained  Feb.  29,  as  pastor  of  tAe  church  £e  sustained 
thai  Kelatioa  till  F^  1836,  and  ww  then  dismissed  upw 
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Itt0  own  request.  This  result  was  occasioi\ed  more  l^y  mAn^ 
ences  from  without^  than  disturhances  or  dissatisfiKtioB 
within  the  chnrch.  As  a  preacher  and  pastor  he  was  esteem- 
ed, and  is  still  remembered  with  affectionate  regard.  From 
1836  to  '38  the^ronnd  was  occupied  as  in  former  times  bjr 
missionaries.  From  1838  to  1840,  Rer.  Wm.  E.  Holmes 
was  employed  as  stated  supply.  In  1840  he  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Cnarles  A.  Richardson,  who  continued  till  1846. — 
He  was  succeeded  in  March  1847  by  Rev.  Wm,  A.  Patten, 
who  officiated  three  months  and  •  then  left  this  field,  appa- 
rently because  he  deemed  the  j^round  too  hard  for  him  to 
cultivate.  He  was  followed,  Oct.  1,  1847,  by  Rev.  Joseph 
B.  Hill,  who  is  the  present  acting  pastor  of  the  church. — 
Among  others  who  may  have  labored  in  this  field  as  mis- 
sionaries, but  are  not  now  recollected,  may  be  found  the 
names  oi  Rev.  Mr.  Hagan  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  previous 
to  the  organization  ot  the  church ;  Rev.  Mr.  V^ge,  1804 ; 
Carpenter,  1806 ;  Page,  1807 ;  Courser,  1816 ;  N.  Walde, 
1819,  and  1821;  Buxton;  Wm.  Goddaid,  1826;  and  J. 
Holt,  1833.  Rev.  Messrs.  Burge,  Thatcher,  Bradford  and 
^Bon,  Holmes,  Richardson,  Patten  and  Hill  are  the  only  onee 
ever  engaged  on  contract,  as  pastors,  or  stated  snppiies. — 
The  amount  of  compensation,  when  stated,  has  for  the  most 
part  been  veiy  moderate,  and  for  years  stated  supplies  ba^ 
ofilciated  without  any  previously  stipulated  compensation, 
pledged  or  promised,  except  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
their  parishionerl^.  As  might  be  expected,  they  have  nol 
been  troubled  with  surplus  liinds,  after  supplying  the  bare 
necessaries  of  life.  The  amount  per  year,  raised  and  paki, 
would  probably  range  from  $200  to  V300,  and  but  seidonft 
much  over  the  former  sum.  Occasionally  a  little  aid  has 
been  asked  and  received  from  the  Missionary  Society.  Of 
the  pecuniary  sacrifices  for  the  support  of  preaching  here, 
but  little,  in  general,  can  be  said.  A  few  have  done  well, 
but  a  vast  majority,  both  within  and  without  the  church, 
^seem  never  to  have  appreciated  the  declaration  that  "iti» 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.'*  Of  course  not  mudi 
has  been  contributed  for  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  day. 

The  church  has  from  the  first  been  very  much  scattered. 
Its  members  were  found  in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut 
from  Stratford  to  Canada,  a  distance  of  nearly  forty  miles. 
The  whole  number  connected  with  it  has  been  217.  Their 
residence  at  the  time  of  uniting  was  as  follows :  Colebrook 
80,  Columbia  60,  Stewartfltown  36,  Lemington  20,  Canaan 
7^  Hereford  6,  Stratford  6,  Clarksville  2.  Of  these  63  have 
vdied^  91  been  dismissed  to  other  churches^  5  excluded — m 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


COLEBBOOX  AlTD  YiCINITT.  $9$ 

M  156,  IteTiDg  59  at  preeent  enrolled  as  members.  Of  the^j 
9  reside  from  seven  to  twenty  two  miles  distant,  5  are  aboy^ 
70  years  of  age. 

This  church,  as  the  above  statement  will  show,  has  heea. 
greatly  reduced  by  diamiaaions.  In  1837,  '38  and  '39,  32 
were  dismissed,  including  a  large  proportion  of  its  most  jdffi- 
cient  members,  and  greatly  diminishing  its  strength.  But 
the  cause  of  Christ  was,  without  doubt,  advanced  by  it.— r 
Many  of  those  members  were  a  ^rt  of  a  colony  that  went 
out  to  Wisconsin,  located  at  Beloit,  and  gave  that  place  its 
high  character  for  order,  science,  literature,  morals  and  reli- 
^on.  The  colony  located  and  settled  that  place.  The  first 
religious  meeting  ever  held  in  that  county  was  conducted  by 
one  of  those  members  the  Sabbath  succeeding  their  arrivful 
in  that  place  in  August  1837.  One  of  the  first  objects 
sought  was  a  church  in  which  to  worship  God, — thus  indi- 
cating that  they  were  of  the  true  Puritan  stock.  The 
flchool-fe)use,  the  academy,  and  soon  after  the  college  and 
female  seminary  arose.  To*he  inquiry,  who  were  the  foun- 
•ders  of  these,  and  where  were  they  from,  the  reply  is,  thejr 
were  members  of  the  church  in  Colebrook  and  vicinity,  and 
came  from  that  hard  field  and  northern  clime. 

In  1846,  25  more  were  dismissed  b^  a  unanimous  vote,  to 
£)nn  a  church  in  Stewartstown.  This  step,  though  greatly 
weakening  the  mother  church,  was  regarded  as  demanded 
for  the  advancement  of  the  general  cause,  and  was  cheerfully 
taken.  The  Methodists,  Freewill  Baptists,  Baptists,  and 
Christian  orders,  have  labored  some  twenty  or  thirty  years 
on  portions  of  tnis  ground,  and  have  established  churches  of 
iheir  order  here.  So  that  at  the  present  time  there  are  a 
sufficient  number  of  houses  well  built,  and  well  located,  as 
places  of  worship,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants 
in  these  towns,  and  most  of  them  are  occupied  on  every 
Sabbath.  Almost  every  religious  society  here  has  pled^ 
a  support,  more  or  less  liber^,  to  its  ministers.  And  they 
are  laooring  harmoniously  for  the  advancement  of  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  with  encouraging  success.  Of  tiiese  houses, 
two  are  in  Stratford,  two  in  Columbia,  two  in  Colebrook^ 
and  two  in  Stewartetown.  Two  are  Con^regationaUst,  two 
Methodist,  two  Calvinist  Baptist,  one  Christian  and  Freewill 
Baptist,  and  one  Methodist,  Christian  and  Freewill  Baptist, 
ana  one  Union,  that  is  open  for  preachers  of  any  denomina- 
tion who  may  see  fit  to  occu{^  it.  In  favorable  seasons  and 
ffood  weather,  the  congregations  in  these  churches  range 
from  75  to  200  attendants.  About  one-third  of  the  popum- 
tion  are  thus  brought  to  the  house  of  God  on  the  SabDath, 
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«lien  imder  tlie  mo»t  ftiFotaUe  ebcmnrtances.  The  ttati 
^morals,  low  as  it  still  is^  wb^a  oompftred  vith  wb«t  it 
flhonld  be,  is  yet  far  in  advance  of  what  it  was  forty  years 
Ago.  Over  a  portion  of  this  t^ritory  the  Milleritish  excite- 
meikt  spread  like  wildfrre,  dtiring  the  yean  18^,  '43  and 
'44^r--aQd  left  its  usual  results  upon  society.  Of  the  217 
ttemb^n  of  the  church,  40  hare  oome  in  by  lett^  and  177 
hj  profession.  The  admt  baptisms  recorded  are  43,  whidk 
unMild  leave  134  of  those  addea  by  profession  as  having  faeoi 
baptized  in  infiuicy.  The  baptiuns  of  children  of  the  3iurdi 
have  been  192. 

This  history  is  commended  to  the  p^rtsal  of  the  friends 
0#  Home  Missions  for  their  encouragement.  It  eaBe  fin* 
gratefiil  praise  to  our  Redeemer. 


DALTON.«  ^ 

Incorporated  in  1784.  PopiAettion  750.  Formeily  knowft 
is  Apthorp.  The  Conffre^ional  c^urdi  was  orgmmSt 
April  28, 1816,  composed  of  nine  members.  There  iem 
been  added  to  the  church  since  its  formation  64^  makh^  ^ 
whole  number  73 — twenty  six  males  and  forty  sevaii  fences. 
The  h^gest  number  ever  added  to  the  church  in  one  year  is 
16  in  1834, — the  fruits  of  an  interesting  revival  in  1^3  and 
'34,  under  the  labors  d  Bev.  William  Hutchinson.  The 
foUowmg  ministers  have  been  employed  by  the  diurch  nnbe 
its  formation :  Bev.  Mr.  Goddard,  who  oraanized  the  ckmdi ; 
Bev.  Messrs.  Hovey,  Willey,  Luke  A.  Spoff(»rd,  Bxadfold^ 
William  Hutchinson,  Edward  Buxton  and  Horace  Wood. 
The  last  named  wasjpastor  of 'the  church  nearly  six  years, 
from  July  1839  to  Mav  1845,  and  the  only  pastor  ewet 
installed  over  the  church.  During  his  labors  there  were  2S 
additions  to  the  church,  most  of  whom  were  young  people  ; 
MO  of  whom  has  since  become  a  minister  of  the  goi|)el. — 
Two  of  the  members  of  the  church  have  become  ministeM' 
wives,  and  several  others  are  now  teachers  at  the  ^e^t 
8Knce  the  dismisiaon  of  the  pastor,  they  have  enjoyed  1^ 
labors,  a  part  of  the  time,  of  Bev.  Messrs.  Mardi  am  Bkte 
— UbiQ  latter  being  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  denomination. 
The  church  now  numbers  29.  Among  the  ministero  tmr- 
tdoyed  should  also  be  mentioned  Bev.  Dmry  Fairbank,  wbo 
lUM  for  many  years  a  &therly  care  over  this  chupsh  iftd 
people.  Ofken  has  he  rode  firom  Littleton — ^twelve  mile8^-4o 
attend  weddings,  fonerals  and  religious  meetings. 

•Skekkbf  Rot.  B.  Wood. 
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¥lie  Glmrc^  fbr  m&ty  f^n  ^ra^  tety  ^eebk.  Btit  it  ^mm 
tiiehr  pradSoe  to  liave  meetiti^  erery  Babbftlli,  Kiiether  tliey 
Intd  a  minieter  ot  not.  Hieir  meetiBgg,  together  with  a 
SdMbath  Soho<d  irere^  fbt  a  lo^  time,  oarried  <m  immlj  hy 
one  m«ei.  Ftnr  many  years  he  was  the  stipermtetident  of  tlie 
Sabbath  Sdiod,  and  ma^y  Hie^ing^  were  heM,  when  no 
t)ther  one  conM  be  depended  ttpon  t6  lead  in  prayer.  0  then 
would  sometimes  i^ad  the  sermon,  but  the  deacon,  as  he  was 
tealled,  must  make  the  prayers.  He  was  afterwards  chosen 
deacon  of  the  chnrch,  but  has  f&ace  moved  from  the  town. 
Every  f<^ble  church  and  every  pastor,  that  has  such  a  deacon 
to  rely  njxni,  is  highly  favored.  This  church  has  been  twice 
re-organissed  ;  6nce  by  Rev.  Mr.  Buxton  of  Boscawen,  and 
then  afterwards  through  Bev.  David  Perry's  influence,  aided 
lyr  a  council    The  first  church  became  somewhat  Unitarian. 


LANCAOTBB.* 

TUs  is  aa  old  town.  It  was  granted  and  s^ed  the  sam^ 
year,  1763.  David  Page  a^d  l^s  fbmily  came  here,  48  mSes 
fW)M  Havethill  by  marked  ttee»,  there  being  Ho  InhabitiffilB 
oil  ike  etitite  route. 

About  tiiirty  yeatis  elapsed  befol^e  a  c^it^  wai  or^- 
iised.  One  was'gatheted  in  1794,  and  Ber.  Joseph  Wmard 
wan  ittsta&ed  its  pastor.  !rhe  clutch  was  very  ifbeble  for 
faany  years.  But  many  tckeM  of  Ood's  compassion  wefe 
«hown  it  In  1821  it  had  59  fiimibeiB.  Mr.  Willard  had  4 
long  ministry  and  had  a  strong  hold  upon  the  people.  He 
eeaaed  to  be  their  pastor  Oct.  16, 1822.  In  January  182^ 
Bev.  J.  B.  Wheelock  was  settled  among  them«  He  remained 
but  one  year.  In  1825  they  again  enqployed  Mr.  Willard. 
They  had  no  pastor  until  1829  when  Bev.  Luke  A.  Spofford 
was  settled  among  them.  He  remained  only  until  sometime 
in  1631.  In  1831-2  a  most  powetfbl  revived  wad  enioyed. 
It  Immght  about  40  into  tiie  ^urch,  md-earing  the  diurch 
to  about  90  members. 

Oct  34.  1832^  Bev.  A.  Oc^van  was  settled  here.  The 
bhiahig  or  Gtod  was  on  his  labons.  Fifteen  wete  added  Hie 
first  year  and  13  the  second,  carrying  tiie  church  up  in  num- 
ber to  121.  Kr.  Govan  was  dismissed  Aug.  25^  1835.  In 
1838  we  And  Bev.  0.  W.  lUdbatAson  here,  witii  the  diureh 
much  redttoed  in  amabeit  and  eleven  added  that  year.    In 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


€06  0008  OOUHTT. 

1841  Rev.  David  Perry  came  among  them  and  was  setded 
Jwle^7, 1842.  He  remained  about  five  years.  Some  forty 
or  fifty  were  added  to  the  church  during  his  labors,  mainly 
by  letter.  £ev.  Stephen  A.  Barnard  was  employed  in  1848 
and  preached  here  about  five  years,  but  was  not  settled.  Bev. 
Isaac  Wiston  was  stated  supply  for  a  short  time,  and  at 
present  the  Bev.  E.  B.  Chamberlain  ministers  to  them  the 
word  of  life.  Soi^e  interest  was  manifest  soon  after  Mr. 
Chamberlain  began  his  work.  Twelve  have  been,  added  to 
the  church  the  past  year.    It  now  numbers  79. 


SHELBUBNE.    STABK. 

Shelburnk.— Incorporated  1820.  Population  480.  It 
is  connected  with  the  churches  in  Maine,  as  it  lies  east  of 
the  mountains.  In  1810  Bev.  Caleb  Burge  was  here,  and 
preached  to  "  a  solemn  assemUv."  The  people  were  few, 
and  yet  struggling  amid  the  trials  incident  to  anew  coontry, 
and  the  sweet  sound  of  the  gospel  was  very  charming  m 
their  ears.  In  1816  there  was  a  church  of  six  memMrs ; 
ten  years  later  it  embraced  13  members.  In  1839  Bev»  H. 
Bichardson  was  here,  and  continued  his  labors  for  seven  or 
eight  years  apart  of  the  time,  laboring  amidst  many  sacii* 
fices.'    Bev.  D.  Burt  is  now  laboring  here  a  part  of  tne  time. 

Stabk.— Formerly  Piercy.  Incorporated  1795.  Popu- 
lation 418.  In  1810  Bev.  Caleb  Burge  gathered  a  church 
here  of  7  members.  In  1831  there  were  13  membersw  A 
small  Methodist  society  is  here. 


STEWABTSTOWN  AND  VICINITY.*^ 

This  church  was  originaUv  oiganized  by  members  dismissed 
for  that  purpose  from  the  church  in  Colebrook  and  vicimtv. 
Besiding  from  six  to  twelve  miles  from  the  Jhouse  of  worship  m 
Colebrook,  they  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  attend  statedly 
on  the  mea&s  of  grace  there,  and  for  many  years  had  been 
deeply  solicitous  to  have  tlie  ministrations  of  the  gospd 
brought  nearer  their  homes.  They  endeavored  to  attend  at 
Colebrook  on  communion  Sabbaths  and  at  such  other  times 
as  circumstances  would  admit.  Occasionally  they  were 
&vored  with  a  sermon  from  the  preacher  at  Colebrook.    In 

•8k«telib]rB«r.J.B.IIin. 
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addition  to  which,  in  order  to  maintain  and  advance  their 
growth  in  grace  and  benefit  those  who  were  around  them, 
they  estabBshed  a  religious  exercise  on  the  Sabbath  under 
the  name  of  a  "  Bible  Class/'  on  the  principle  of  mutual 
instruction. 

In  the  spring  of  1846,  Bev.  Josiah  Morse  from  St.  Johns- 
bury,  Vt.,  a  practicing  physician^  was  induced  to  locate  in 
West  Stewartstown  and  devote  his  services  to  both  his  pro- 
fes^ons.  Application  for  letters  of  dismission  was  made  to 
the  church  in  Colebrook.  Their  request  was  granted,  and, 
on  the  1st  of  July  1846,  a  church  was  organized  at  West 
Stewartstown,  under  the  name  of  ^^  The  Congregational 
Church  in  Stewartstown,  Canaan  and  Vicinity.''  In  the 
organization  the  service  were  performed  by  Rev.  Messrs. 
Thomas  Hall  of  GuildhaU.  Vt.,  C.  W.  Richardson  of  Cole- 
brook,  and  Josiah  Morse  of  West  Stewartstown.  The  num- 
ber wlw)  then  united  at  its  organization,  was  20.  Four  were 
added  before  the  close  of  the  year.  Of  these  16  resided  in 
Stewartstown,  seven  in  Canaan,  Vt.,  one  in  Hereford,  Lower 
Canada.  Subsequent  additions  have  been  13 — total  37. — 
From  Stewartstown  twenty  two,  Canaan  eleven,  Hereford  two 
Pittsburg  one.  Of  these  three  have  died,  two  have  been 
dismissed,  one  excluded,  leaving  thirty  two  present  mem- 
bers, two  of  which  are  non  resident.  Adult  baptisms  one, 
infant  baptisms  four. 

Rev.  J.  Morse  officiated  as  stated  supply  from  1846  to 
1850,  practicing  as  a  physician  as  well  as  preacher.  Rev. 
Andrew  Rankin  from  lo50,  one  year ;  Rev.  John  Wooster 
from  1853  half  the  time,  one  year ;  from  1851  to  1853  des- 
titute ;  1855,  Rev.  E.  F.  Abbott  preached  nine  weeks.  — 
Messrs.  Rankin,  Wooster  and  Abbott  were  aided  by  the  New 
Hampshire  Missionary  Society.  The  average  amount  raised 
by  the  church  and  society  for  the  support  of  the  gospel 
annually,  when  they  had  preachers,  was  about  9160,  the 
laiger  portion  of  which  came  from  the  members  of  the 
churclf,  most  of  whom  contribi^ted  liberaUy  in  proportion  to 
their  means  ;  and  they  are  still  willing  and  desirous  so  to  do, 

Provided  they  can  obtain  from  the  Gieat  Shepherd  of  the 
ock  an  under  shepherd  to  go  in  and  out  before  them  and* 
lead  into  the  green  pastures  and  beside  the  still  waters.  The 
importance  of  sustiuning  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel  in  this 
place  is  appai^nt,  from  the  &ct,  that  this  church  is  conve- 
niently situated  in  a  central  portion  of  a  population  of  some 
600  or  800  inhabitants,  having  no  other  organized  church  (^ 
any  denomination,  and  but  very  little  preaching  of  any 
4e8cription. 
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Gfanted  in  1774^  it  was  booh  after  settled  fait  was  Am 
in  the  increase  of  its  population—Jn  1810  there  were  ody 
51  inhabitants— in  1850  there  were  857.  In  1826  there 
was  a  chnrdai  here  of  six  members.  Two  years  afterwards 
it  rose  to  18  members ;  the  next  year  to  22.  In  1830,  Bev, 
Wm.  Hutchinson  began  to  labor  here,  and  oontintied  abcmt 
five  years.  Twenty  eight  were  addea  to  the  (^urdi  tuidier 
his  labors.  He  was  a  man  of  deep  and  ardent  pkty — traif 
a  man  of  God.  In  1839,  Bev.  Horace  Wood  gave  a  porti<Mi 
of  his  time  to  this  field,  and  continued  to  do  so  fiw  about  six 
years.  Borne  souls  were  converted  and  17  were  added  t# 
the  church.  In  1846-7,  Bev.  ^  Marsh  was  here;  Urn 
church  numbered  25,  and  70  pupils  in  Sabbath  SdiooL--^ 
The  number  is  now  m«ch  redtioed.  O,  how  these  destitste 
places  need  the  labors  of  such  men  as  have  been  blest  ef 
God  in  them  in  years  past.  Lord,  how  long  ?  Our  kd^ 
is  in  the  name</ihe  Lord  who  made  kemamandtarA. 


OTHEB  TOWNa 

The  following  three  towns  have  each  less  than  100  inhab- 
itants— Oambrtdffe,  DiamUe  and  MUMdd;  thefoUowin* 
less  than  200 — Berlin^  Glarhmnlle^  IhmmeTy  Errcl  am 
Randolph,  In  none  of  these  eight  towns  is  there  any  church 
unless  Clarksville  and  Dummet  be  excepted,  where  a  churdi 
of  66  Freewill  Baptists  are  found.  In  the  county  there  are 
about  90  Baptist  members  in  OartoUy  Jefferson^  and  Strai- 
f(yrd ;  about  400  or  500  Methodists  in  Berlin,  ColurrAia^ 
DaUony  Lancaster,  MHan,  P^sburah  (formenj  Indian 
Streamy)  Btn^ord,  JSteivartstoum  and  Whitefield.  About 
200  members  of  Congr^tional  churches  are  now  found  in 
the  county.  Two  towns,  Kilkenny  and  Success  have  actn* 
ally  become  extind,  upon  the  same  principle  that  our  churd^'^ 
es  become  so  much  weakened  and  some  of  them  extinct— 
the  men  who  might  build  the  waste  places  are  attracted  by 
more  in/eiHng JiddSy^xAii  mortd  and  agricultural,  somewhert 
rise ;  but  they  Me  somewhere  and  at  wotk  too. 


P&00RS88. 

In  nMIO,  menkben  of  Coftrrag ationml  charchet  In  (he  Slate  wera  ns  1  tn  30  of  the  t»opn> 
„ Jott ;  in  IH90  w  1 16  17 :    Inatodittf  otlMr  iettominrntiont,  in  180b  «Ytfe(|r«lioa]  GbiiiitaM 

Kre  not  more  Uimi  1  to  fl3 :  in  IDflO  they  were  more  thta  1  to  8  of  the  wliole  popnJnlkNi. 
[  Ide  peopto  ifaMlk  6o«  ind  Ithe  «oiifi(e. 
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AtTTOBIOOBAPHT  OF  REV.   DAVID  SUTHBBLAND.f 

At  the  age  of  17,  in  17194, 1  found  myself  in  Edinbni^, 
tile  city  of  my  nativity,  an  apprentice  to  the  printing  busi- 
nesa,  without  fether  or  motner,  sister  or  brother,  uncle  or 
attnt,  without  a  dollar  in*  the  world,  on  which  to  rely,  except 
a  pittance  of  board  waees.    I  date  my  conyersion  one  year 

Ceviously  to  that  period.  Two  jears  afterwards,  the  Sab- 
th  School  system  commenced  its  (^rations  in  Scotland, 
and  I  entered  earnestly  into  its  serrice.  I  made  iull  prepare 
alian  to  instruct  my  school,  of  which  I  was  the  sole  mana* 
ger ;  with  which  I  was  so  deKghted,  that  I  formed  the  pur- 
pose, God  willing,  that  I  should  prepare  for  the  ministry, 
tend  entered,  myself  as  a  pupil  in  a  Latin  evening  school. — 
It  was  about  the  time  that  the  &mou8  Bobert  and  James 
Haldane  (whose  memoirs  have  been  recently  re-published  in 
this  country)  be^m  to  excite  a  deep  religious  interest  in  , 
Scotland ;  and,  just  as  my  apprenticeship  expired,  I  was 
admitted  as  a  student  in  the  seminary  wnich  the  elder  of 
tli^se  brothers  instituted  for  training  young  men  for  tlw 
ministiT.  The  students  had  a  quarteriy  allowance  of  money 
which  rarnished  us  with  all  the  comforts  of  life ;  classics  and 
access  to  a  full  library  were  gratuitous.  I  commenced  my 
ministerial  life  on  the  first  SabcNith  of  the  present  century,  and 
in  the  third  vear  afterwards  crossed  the  Atlantic.  My  first 
Sabbath  in  ^th  was  the  third  in  the  year  1804 ;  and  my 
installation  was  in  the  following  year.  I  had  been  ordained 
afl  an  evangelist  in  view  of  my  coming  to  America.  I  have 
mpposed  that  the  populatiod  of  the  town,  at  that  time,  was 
about  1000.  My  call  from  the  church,  (then  consisting  of 
90  members)  was  unanimous.  And  I  understood  only  five 
voted  against  me  in  the  town  meeting  called  for  the  purpose. 
fnie  only  objection  that  ever  reached  me,  was  made  by  an 
excommunicated  member  of  the  church,  who  urged  that  I 
was  a  forei^er.  A  shrewd  German,  who  had  b^me  nat- 
uralized, a&ed  the  objector,  whether  his  great  grandfather 
was  a  native.  He  affirmed  that  he  was ;  ^^then/'  said  the 
Gkrman,  "he  must  have.been  an  Indian !" 

•  Want  ofToon  thiiU  oat  MTeiml  iaierestiiif  tbingi  ben. 

t  WriitMi  in  Janumnr  1855,  t  few  moatlu  before  hb  d»cetft». 
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From  report  and  obsenration,  I  have  reason  to  gappoee 
that  previously  to  the  erection  of  a  Meeting-house,  and  the 
settlement  of  a  permanent  ministry,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Bath  might  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the 
"rough  and  tumble"  class  of  gociety ;  but  there  was  a  consid- 
erable mingling  of  the  "law  and  order"  people.  These  had 
influence  enough  to  set  about  erecting  a  capacious  place  of 
worship,  in  the  center  of  the  town,  and  inviting  a  minister 
to  occupy  it ;  in  both  which  objects  they  succeeded.  That 
the  change  effected  by  these  means  was  great,  has  been  fre* 

auently  mentioned  to  me  by  people  of  other  towns,  deputy 
lieriffs  particularly,  whose  vocations  called  them  to  the 
place,  before  and  after  these  occurrences.  Dr.  Dwight,  in 
his  Travels  in  New  England,  notices  it  in  his  second  visit, 
and  attributes  the  change  "to  the  labors  of  a  voung  Bcotcn 
j^ister  who  has  been  recently  settled."  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  large  bulk  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  hitherto  no  bond 
of  union,  began  immediately  to  crowd  into  the  new  Meet- 
ing-house, long  before  the  joiners  had  finished  the  interior, 
and  continued  to  do  so,  upwards  of  twenty  years^  till  indeed, 
a  dissatisfaction  began  to  be  entertained  respecting  the  loca*- 
tion  of  the  house  of  worship.  In  the  year  1835,  a  division 
,  took  place,  and  my  connection  with  the  town  was  dissolved. 
During  the  first  seven  years  of  my  ^toral  life,  I  was 
sorely  gneved  with  the  prevalent  use  of  mtoxicating  drinks. 
I  could  enter  no  house  without  encountering  the  rum  bottle, 
or  an  apology  for  its  absence.  Intemperance  was  the  bane, 
not  only  of  the  church  of  which  I  was  pastor,  but  of  all 
churches  within  my  knowledge.  Church  members  would 
drink,  and  sometimes  to  such  excess,  as  to  be  subjects  of 
discipline;  and  prominent  members  of  my  congregation, 
I  saw  to  be  in  the  path  that  led  to  the  drunkard's  grave. — 
I  preached  with  great  plainness  and  earnestness  on  the  sub- 
ject of  intemperance.  But  the  evil  still  continued.  It 
occurred  to  me,  at  last,  that  total  abstinence  could  be  the 
only  check ;  for  just  as  long  as  temperate  drinking  continued, 
intemperate  drmking  would.  I  immediately  adopted  the 
total  abstinence  principle,  although,  for  aught  I  knew,  I  was 
alone,  in  creation,  in  adopting  the  principle.  But  I  did  adopt 
it,  and  not  only  published  in  my  own  congr^ation,  but  m 
every  congregation  to  which  I  had  access,  that  I  would  nev- 
er oner  a  drop  of  strong  drink  to  any  man,  nor  accept  it 
from  any  man.  And  my  resolution  became  so  extensively 
known,  that,  except  in  one  instance,  I  have  not  been  asked 
to  drink  any  intoxicating  liquor,  th'ese  forty  two  years!  I 
do  rejoice  that  the  use  of  strong  liquors  is  banished  from  the 
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churches  (of  mj  own  denomination  certainly,)  so  that  a 
single  case  of  discipline,  on  this  score,  has  not  occurred  for 
twenty  or  thirty  years.  During  the  rei^  of  Alcohol,  we 
had  some  cases  ofhopeless  excommunication.  One  of  tnese 
was  peculiarly  affecting,  and  as  it  demonstrates  the  ten- 
dency to  sin,  of  a  very  popular  error,  I  will  state  it.  A  man 
whom  I  found  in  the  church,  was  a  substantial  farmer  of 
good  standing  and  property.  After  the  lapse  of  some  time, 
.it  was  found  he  was  getting  into  bad  habits.  He  was  seen 
too  rften  in  the  bar-room,  and  his  voice  was  heard  loudly 
among  the  vain  ones — yes,  among  the  scomers.  A  deacon 
of  the  church  took  occasion  to  mention  to  this  man,  his 
fears  that  all  was  not  right.  He  turned  on  the  good  deacon 
in  wrath — angrily  declaring  that  "he  had  been  long  enough 
in  the  leading  strings  of  a  pharisaical  church."  The  church 
took  its  course,  and  he  took  his.  The  poor  man  proceeded 
from  bad  to  worse,  till  he  ended  his  days  in  the  alms-house, 
ini^ging  in  the  language  of  profanity  and  passion  to  the 
last.  On  one  occasion  I  met  the  wretched  man  at  a  wed- 
ding. Half  intoxicated,  in  the  presence  of  the  company,  he 
challenged  me  to  debate  on  the  subject  of  Universalism. — 
On  my  declining,  he  threw  himself  into  a  violent  passion, 
and  became  so  intolerably  abusive,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
use  foroe,  to  remove  him.  And  this,  alas,  was  a  man  into 
whose  hand  I  had  often  put  the  cup  of  blessing !  Lord  what 
is  man! 

I  was  sej;tled  in  the  town  of  Bath  on  a  salary  of  J400, 
which  was  regularly  assessed  by  the  selectmen.  How 
much  I  received  of  the  nominal  sum  I  never  knew.  I  gave 
direction  to  the  collectors  to  take  nothing  on  my  account, 
from  such  as  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  a  tax,  and  in 
some  cases  I  actually  re-funded  to  those  who  paid  grudging- 
ly— and  this  left  a  large  margin  for  the  cancelling  process  at 
my  settlement  ^nth  the  collectors.  Indeed,  were  it  not  for 
the  generosity  of  kind  friends  in  town  and  out  of  town,  I 
must  have  sunk  in  bankruptcy.      But  my  principle  on  this 

Eoint,  has  left  me  the  enjoyment  of  an  easy  conscience:  Mv 
eavenly  Father  gave  me  a  prudent,  healthy,  diligent,  self- 
denying  wife,  who,  by  the  aid  of  some  property  she  inher- 
ited, greatly  helped  us  along  through  hfe.  That  beloved 
Sartner,  equaled  by  few,  excelled  by  none,  was  called  sud- 
enly  away,  years  ago,  to  her  heavenly  state  as  a  shock  of 
com  fiilly  ripe. 

Marriage  fees  helped  considerably.  My  last  number  was 
427.  In  early  times,  (and  indeed  in  some  instances  to  this 
day,)  bridegrooms  did  not  vcdue  their  brides  above  the  soli- 
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tary  dollar,  although  there  bov^  been  some  gftnemns  exoojp*- 
tions.  I  have  been  adced  sometimes^  if  ever  I  got  halTa 
buflhel  of  beans,  as  a  marriage  fee  ?  The  report  is  true. 
And  in  another  case  still  worse  than  that  on  the  oocasicn 
referred  to,  I  had  a  journey  of  some  twenty  miles  to  perfonn. 
It  was  so  Ions:  ^P  ^  when  half  dollar  bills  were  issued  by 
the  banks.  My  fee  consisted  of  two  of  these  bills — the  (Hie 
was  a  counterfeit,  and  the  other  on  a  bcuik  that  had  ceased 
payment.  When  called  out  of  town  to  preach  foneral  aep- 
mons,  I  have  sometimes  received  a  generous  present ;  bat 
these  oases,  like  angel  visits,  were  ^' few  and  mr  between.'' 
I  have  been  called  to  the  interments  of  frem  1200  to  1500 
persons,  a  large  number  of  these  out  of  town,  to  the  dis* 
ance  of  twenty,  thirty  and  even  forty  miles,  and,  in  ninsi- 
tenths  of  these  oases,  received  nothing.  In  the  case  o£  ona 
&mily,  out  of  town  and  over  a  very  rugged  mountain,  I 
have  performed  funeral  services  eleven  timeSy  for  which  I 
received  twenty  fi^e  ceiUa  I  1  have  preached  twelve  or  fifi^ea 
dedication  sermons — ^for  some  of  which  I  have  received  hand* 
some  fees — but  for  several  not  even  thanks^-  ihoug^  one  of 
these  was  at  the  distuice  of  sixty,  another  eighty  miles. 

The  people  in  early  times  were  a  very  plain  people,  dress- 
ing in  homespun  cloth.  Every  house  hcui  its  loom  and  ita 
spuming  wheel,  and  almost  every  woman  was  a  weaver. — 
Garding  machines  were  just  introduced,  and  clothiers  had 
plenty  of  work.  I  remember  the  first  coat  I  had  made  heie 
oQst  me  a  dolkr  and  a  half  per  yard,  spun  and  wove  by  we 
of  my  best  friends.  And  I  Know  not  that  I  ever  had  a  bet- 
ter. For  many  years,  there  was  not  a  single  wheel  caniage 
in  town.  People  who  owned  horses  rode  them :  and  thots 
who  had  theYn  not,  went  on  foot.  Husbands  carried  their 
wives  behind  them  on  pillions.  Upwards  of  one  half  of  tha 
ohureh  going  people  went  on  foot.  Slei^  or  sleds  weae 
usad  in  winter  time — and  I  have  seen  ok  deds  at  a  Meeti^-* 
house.  For  years  we  had  no  stoves  in  the  Meetmg^honaa 
of  Bath,  and  yet  in  the  coldest  weather  the  house  wasalwaja 
&U.  In  the  active  periods  of  my  ministerial  life  my  caloisr 
latiofi  was,  to  have  three  services  on  the  Sabbath,  and  thiaa 
in  the  course  of  the  week,  n^hlxmug  towns  furnishing 
abundant  scope  for  the  exercise  ^  my  ministiy.  But  now, 
the  infirmities  <^  age  have  put  a  period  to  my  labors. 

But  on  taking  a  retrospect  view  of  my  life,  whilst  I 
mourn  over  my  own  deficiencies,  I  rejoice  in  the  events  thai 
have  occurred  during  the  half  century  in  which  it  has  been  my 
l^vilege  to  live, — the  incroasa  of  evangelical  professors  « 
mUgjicm  in  these  United  States— the  number  <^  SaUbaA 
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Sdiools — Had  deeided  improvement  in  the  preaching  of 
the  cross — the  abnost  entire  riddance  of  tne  church  of 
intemj)erance — the  closer  union  of  the  diibrent  eyan^lical 
denominations.  When  I  consider  fdl  these^  I  rejoice  m  be- 
lieying  that  I  am  leaving  the  world  better  than  I  found  it 


THE  PASTOB's  WIFR 

This  hook  should  embod7  a  testimoQj  to  her  faithfulDeas^ 
and  the  dignity  of  her  station.  She  stands  between  her 
husband  and  the  world,  to  relieve  him  of  worldly  cares ; 
between  him  and  poverty,  to  "mend"  and  "turn''  and 
"make  over''  the  war4rol)e  of  the  fiunily,  so  that  they  may 
always  appear  neatly  and  properly  clad  in  their  public  walks, 
<^n  bitmg  her  lips  1^  tney  may  disclose  their  destitutioB 
m  this  or  that  particular,  and  mgve  some  one  to  an  un^ 
willing  offering ;  between  him  and  ambition,  to  point  him 
^  the  vanity  dT  worMbr  gain,  imd  to  the  heavenly  leward 
tbat  waits  for  the  feithful  watchman  ^  between  him  and  the 
parish,  to  bear  the  sweet  words  ai  enoouiagement  to  his 
smking  spirit,  firom  lipathat  would,  but  dare  not,  say  to  him, 
"dear  pastor,  fisunt  noi — we  are  praying  for  you."  Vvott 
h&r  comes  the  care  of*  home — ^which  she  yfoula  make  anke 
ivriting  to  the  learned  and  the  unlearned,  the  grave  and  the 
gay,  the  poor  and  the  rich.  To  nothing*  is  she  more  alive 
t^hon  to  her  husband's  reputation,  yet  for  nothing  must  she 
aeem  less  solicitous.  Usually  possessing  a  cultivated  mind,^ 
(di^  finds  all  her  seuBU^iUties  keen  and  touched  by  every 
passing  event.  She  knows  that  one  unguarded  word  from: 
her  lips  may  paralyze^  if  not  destroy,  her  husband's  infin* 
once.  Not  unfrequently  the  stir  of  a  leaf  in  the  parish  i» 
her  is  startling.  Not  unfrequently  she  enters  an  early  g»iGa 
because  sympathy  and  care  have  consumed  her.  Anong 
litts  class  of  persons  in  our  State,  there  has  been  manv  a 
spirit  kindrecl  to  that  of  Mrs.  Mcrariaad — a  name  whicn  i» 
a  tower  of  strength  and  of  glory.  Silent  and  unostentatious, 
bat,  holding  a  mighty  influence,  in  tboir  sphere  of  acti(» 
l2iey  move  nearest  those  angelic  onee  who  are  "sent  forth  to 
minister  for  t^m  Who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation."  They  wiS 
form  a  bright  circle  among  the  blest.  ^ 

Were  it  possible  to  propound  the  u^^ry  to  all  the  min- 
isters whose  namea  enter  these  pages — What  has  been  the 
Bftost  eflScient  aid  and  support  or  the  ministry  from  the  beginr 
nix^  ? — with  one  voice  and  with  tears^  in  memory  of  the  eady 
ffkOm^  they  would  say— Thb  Pastob's  Wifb. 
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